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PREFACE. 


We  have  lives  of  tho  Poets  and  the  Painters ;  lives  of  Heroes, 
Philoaophei's,  and  Statesmen ;  lives  of  Chief-Justices  and  Chaiicellois. 

There  is  a  class  of  men  whose  patronage  of  art  has  been  piiDcely 
in  its  munificence,  as  their  wealth  has  equalled  that  of  princes,  whose 
interests  have  become  a  chief  concern  of  statesmen,  and  have  involved 
the  issues  of  peace  and  war ;  whose  affairs  afford  a  leading  subject  of 
the  le^slatiou  of  States,  and  fill  the  largest  space  in  the  volumes  of 
modern  jurists.  This  class  has  produced  men  who  have  combined  a 
vast  comprehensiveness  with  a  most  minute  grasp  of  details,  and 
whose  force  of  mind  and  will  in  other  situations  would  have  com- 
mandeil  armies  and  ruled  states :  they  are  men,  whose  plans  and 
combinations  take  in  every  continent,  and  the  islands  and  the  watera 
of  every  sea ;  whose  pursuits,  though  peaceful,  occupy  people  enough 
to  fill  armies  and  man  navies;  who  have  placed  science  and  inveu- 
tion  under  contribution,  and  made  use  of  their  most  ingenious  instru- 
ments and  marvelous  discoveries  in  aid  of  their  enterprises  ;  who  are 
covering  continents  with  rwlroads  and  oceans  mtli  steamships ;  who 
can  boast  the  magnificence  of  the  Medici,  and  the  philanthropy  of 
Gresham  and  of  Amos  Lawrence;  and  whose  zea!  for  science  and  zeal 
forphihinihropy  have  penetrated  to  the  highest  latitude  of  the  Arodc 
seas,  ever  reached  by  civilized  man,  in  the  ships  of  Grinnell. 

Yet  no  one  has  hithei-to  written  the  Lives  of  the  Merchants.  There 
are  a  few  biographies  of  individuals,  such  as  the  life  of  Gresham ;  bat 
there  is  no  collection  of  such  lives  which,  to  the  merchant  and  the 
merchant's  cleTk,'would  convey  lessons  and  present  appropriate  ex- 
amples for  the  conduct  of  his  business  life,  and  he  to  him  the  "  Plu- 
tarch's Lives"  of  Trade ;  while  for  the  historical  student  the  lives  of 
(he  Merchants  of  the  world,  and  the  history  of  the  enterprises  of 
trade,  if  thoroughly  investigated,  would  throw  much  light  upoii  'hi: 
pages  of  history. 
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'■  PREFACE. 

Modern  scholars  have  seen  the  important  beaiing  of  the  history  of 
mmerce  upon  the  history  of  the  world  ;  have  seen,  rather — as  who, 
this  most  commercial  of  all  eras,  can  fail  to  see ! — how  lai'ge  a  chapter 
it  forma  in  the  history  of  the  world,  although  crowded  out  of  the  space 
it  ought  to  fill  hy  the  wars  and  crimes  which  destroy  what  it  creates. 
Hume  was  among  the  first  to  call  attention  to  this  hranch  ot  histori- 
cal inquiry,  and  Heeren  has  investigated  with  much  learning  the  com- 
merce of  the  ancients.  If  we  were  in  possession  of  lives  of  the  great 
merchants  of  antiquity,  what  light  would  they  not  throw  upon  the 
origin  of  States,  the  foundation  of  cities,  and  inventions  and  discov- 
eries, of  which  we  now  do  not  even  know  the  dates  ? 

Trade  planted  Tyre,  Carthage,  Marseilles,  London,  and  all  the  Ionic 
colonies  of  Greece.  Plato  was  for  a  while  a  merchant ;  Herodotus, 
they  say,  was  a  merchant  Trade  was  honorable  at  Athens,  as  among 
all  nations  of  oiiginal  and  vigorous  thought ;  when  we  find  discredit 
attached  to  it,  it  is  among  nations  of  a  secondary  and  less  original 
civilization,  like  the  Romans. 

But  if  commerce  forms  so  large  a  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  what  would  the  history  of  America  be  if  commerce  and  meu 
of  commerce  were  left  out !  Trade  discovered  America  in  the  ves- 
sels of  adventurers,  seeking  new  channels  to  the  old  marts  of  India  ; 
trade  planted  the  American  colouies,  and  made  them  fiourish,  evsm 
in  New  England,  say  what  we  please  about  Plymouth  Rock;  our 
colonial  growth  was  the  growth  of  trade — revolution  and  indepen- 
dence were  the  results  of  measures  of  trade  and  commercial  legisla- 
tion, although  they  undoubtedly  involved  the  first  principles  of  free 
government :  the  history  of  the  country,  its  poUties  and  policy,  has 
ever  since  turned  chiefiy  upon  questions  of  trade  and  of  flnanca, 
sailors'  righto,  protection,  banks,  and  cotton. 

Agriculture  is  doubtless  the  leading  pursuit  of  the  American,  as  of 
every  other  people,  being  the  occupation  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
population;  but  it  is  not  agriculture,  it  is  commerce,  that  has  multi- 
plied with  sUch  marvelous  rapidity  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  United 
States,  and  made  them  grow  with  such  marvelous  growth— which 
has  built  Chicago  in  twenty  yeai-s  and  San  Francisco  in  five.  It  is 
trade  that  is  converting  the  whole  continent  into  a  cultivated  field, 
and  binding  its  ends  together  with  the  iron  bands  of  the  railroad. 
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If  commerce  bo  tlius  pre-eminently  the  characteiistie  of  the  coun- 
try and  of  the  age,  it  is  fit  that  the  tive^  of  the  Merchants  should  be 
written  and  read. 

Were  it  not  for  the  picturesque  eloquence  of  Burke,  the  enterprise 
of  the  American  merchants  of  the  colonial  times  would  be  in  danger 
of  being  lost  sight  of  in  the  daisling  brilliance  of  our  commercial 
career  since  the  Eevolution.  It  is  perhaps  no  exaggeration  to  say, 
that  the  gi^owth  of  American  trade  during  the  colonial  period  was 
relatively  as  great  as  it  has  been  since  ;  and  there  are  names  in  the 
list  of  the  merchants  of  those  times  which  should  find  a  place  and 
would  adorn  the  pages  of  American  Mercantile  Biography.  They 
were  no  f  ommon  men  who  laid  those  foundations  upon  which  the 
trade  of  America  has  been  built ;  meu  of  enterprise,  men  of  intellect, 
men  of  reU^on. 

In  this,  the  first  volume  of  a  series  of  the  Lives  of  American  Mer- 
chants, I  propose  to  be^n  with  what  may  be  called  the  First  Period 
of  our  Commercial  History  as  a  nation,  ^ving  the  hves  of  deceased 
merchants  only.  During  this  period,  although  but  the  bfe  of  obo 
man  in  duration,  the  seed  sown  by  the  merchants  of  the  colonial 
time  has  attained  the  growth,  the  wonderful  growth  of  which  we  are 
the  witnesses,  and  enjoy  the  ftuils.  Of  a  few  of  these  remai'kahle 
men,  by  whom  the  work  has  thus  been  canied  on,  and  whose  enter- 
prise and  wisdom  have  ^ven  scope  and  impulse  and  permanence  to 
American  commerce,  biographies  are  given  in  the  present  volume. 
I  propose  in  a  second  volume  to  ^ve  the  lives  of  other  merchants  of 
this  period,  together  with  those  of  living  merchants ;  and  to  ^ve 
completeness  to  this  collection  of  Mercantile  Biographies,  I  hope  to  be 
able  hereafter  to  do  justice  to  the  merchants  of  the  colonial  period. 

I  am  indebted,  as  the  reader  will  see,  to  the  eminent  litei-avy  abil- 
ity of  Edwaed  Evbrett,  CniRLES  King,  Thomas  G.  Caby,  8.  Adstiw 
Allibobe,  John  L.  Blake,  D.  D.,  and  others  for  v  duable  con ti  ibutions. 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  go  fui'ther  mto  details  as  to  the  iesign 
and  plan  of  this  work,  in  this  place.  Nor  need  I  enlarge  upon  the 
general  subject  of  commerce,  its  history  dignity  and  usefulness  smce 
the  reader  will  find  Uiese  topics  ably  ■md  viudly  illusttated  in  the 
excellent  Introductory  Essay,  for  which  I  im  miebted  to  George  R 
Russell,  E'iq.,  of  Boston,  who  is  himaelt  a  hijiJ  i!u*.tT-at«n  if  the 
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union  f  m  ant  1  nterprise  "witli  liberal  soholarahip.  In  this  vol- 
ume ot  M  antil  B  graphy,  a  brief  notice  of  Mr.  Russell's  life  will 
not  be  t  f  1 1  t*  I  am  sure  it  will  be  acceptable  to  all  rea<lei«  of 
the  essay  which  follows. 

George  Robert  RuasBu,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Jonathan  Eussell, 
a  name  not  unknown  in  the  annals  of  diplomacy.  In  1814,  while  a 
hoy,  he  accompanied  his  father  and  Mi  Clay  to  Gotfenhurg,  in  the 
"John  Adams;"  he  and  Mr.  Lewis,  late  Collector  of  Philadelphia, 
heing  now  the  only  survivors  ot  the  mmistei'i,  secretaries,  and  at- 
taches, who  went  out  in  that  vessel  He  afteiwaids  went  to  Ghent, 
where  he  remained  during  the  negotiations  which  there  took  place, 
and  w^  at  school  in  Paris  for  twj  yeara,  which  included  the  Hun- 
dred Days,  and  tlie  possession  of  that  oity  by  the  allied  powers.  He 
graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1821,  having  among  his  class- 
mates Horace  Mann  and  Samuel  G.  Howe,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
his  chum.  He  studied  law  under  John  Sai'geanf,  of  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

His  career  at  the  bar  was  short.  Soon  after  his  admission  he  made 
a  voyage  round  Cape  Horn,  and  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
trade  of  Chili  and  Peru.  He  next  visited  Canton  and  Manilla,  and  in 
the  latter  place  became  well  tnown  as  the  founder  of  the  house  of 
Russell  &  Sturgis,  and  wfs  deservedly  popular  with  his  numerous  cor- 
respondents and  acquaintances.  The  favorable  results  of  ten  or  twelve 
years'  applicatioE  to  business  have  enabled  him  to  i-etii'e  li'om  the 
turmoil  of  trade,  and  enjoy  his  "  otium.  cum  dignilate"  at  West  Ros- 
bury,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston ;  in  him  that  otium  does  not 


Mr.  Eussell  is  a  son-in  law  of  the  lafe  Robert  G.  Shaw,  of  Boston, 
and  I  will  only  add,  that  it'  examples  weie  needed  in  proof  of  the  po- 
sitions assumed  in  the  Essay,  the  author  might  himself  be  adduced 
as  evidence  that  the  "  Merchant"  may  also  be  a  gentlea:ian  and'  a 
scholar,  as  well  as  an  honest  and  kind-heai-ted  man. 
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INTRODTJCTORT  ESSAY. 


In  the  present  Essay  we  propose  to  conader  tlie  calling  of  the 
merchant,  its  history  and  its  influence. 

Nothing  need  be  said  to  show  to  the  mercantile  reader  the  interest 
and  importance  of  this  topic. 

But  the  scholar,  also,  aud  the  general  reader,  may  feel  some  in- 
terest for  the  pursuit,  which  has  contributed  so  largely  to  the  facili- 
ties for  his  own  reading  and  studies  ;  and,  by  extending  its  thousand 
hands  to  every  region  of  the  earth,  has  collected  wliatever  is  curious 
in  sdence,  or  desirable  m  art.  That  the  wisdom  of  ages  may  lie 
within  his  easy  reach,  the  ship  girdles  the  globe,  and  every  cranny  of 
ils  surface  is  ransadced,  to  supply  his  wants,  and  anticipate  his  wishes. 
Without  wandering  from  his  accustomed  range,  he  may  see  around 
him  evidences  of  what  learning  owes  to  a  profesaon,  which  has  liber- 
ally aided  common  education,  founded  schools  of  science,  given 
names  to  universities,  or  encouraged  and  sustained  them  from  an 
honorably-earned  prosperity;  worthy  memorials,  that  it  has  not 
labored  for  otitward  luxury  and  present  gratification  only,  but  for  the 
sohd  and  enduring  benefit  of  after  times. 

la  the  halls  of  colleges  hang  the  portraits  of  benefactors,  who 
trafficked  in  the  busy  world  that  they  might  endow  professorships,  filJ^ 
the  shelves  of  libraries,  and  place  at  the  command  of  the' student 
whatever  is  recorded  of  the  genius,  intelUgence,  and  industry  of  man. 
The  calculations  of  the  counting  room  involve  cocseciuences  beyond 
the  accumulation  of  wealth  They  are  made,  nol'  mei«ly  for  the 
actual  necessities  and  artificial  requirements  of  society,  but  they  bring. 
-  from  strange  laads,  new  objects  for  imestigation,  and  su^estions 
which  give  encouragement  to  thought 
•  The  man  of  books  may  pause  before  he  disdains  companioiiBhip 
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S  INTRODUCXOEY   ESSAT. 

vilth  the  mau  of  Imsiness,  or  arrogates  ia  himself  exclusive  property 
in  the  field  of  literature. 

The  yoiitig  merchant,  la  these  dap,  treads  hard  on  the  track  of 
the  professed  scholar.  Even  in  his  early  novitiate,  he  is  not,  now, 
content  with  the  aceomphshmeots  which  are  deemed  requisite  in  his 
initiation ;  and  which,  though  hy  no  means  ignoble,  do  not  call  for 
strong  mental  exertion,  nor  require,  for  perfectibility,  the  length  of 
time  often  devoted  to  these  mysteries.  He  eeeks  more  than  can  be 
found  in  his  wutine  of  duties.  He  is  not  satisfied  wjtli  proficiency 
in  sweeping  store,  making  fires,  and  trimming  lamps ;  in  being  an 
en-and  boy  or  a  copying-machine ;  and  his  higher  aspirations  are 
aided  by  the  opportunities  for  acquiring  Imowledge,  which  have, 
within  a  few  years,  been  most  bountifully  multiplied.  There  are  lec- 
tures, libraiies,  and  reading-rooms,  for  those  who  crave,  for  fJieir 
leisure  hours,  something  more  than  mere  amusement ;  and  they  have 
^ven  a  character  to  pursuits,  which  were  once  considered  suited  only 
to  practical  men,  whose  business  was  to  do  the  dradgery  of  life,  and 
leave  the  monopoly  of  miad  to  more  sesthetic  natures.  Mercantile 
associations  have  been  formed,  whose  object  is  to  encourage  improve- 
trent,  promote  a  taste  for  science  and  art,  stimulate  an  attention  to 
intellectual  culture,  and  induce  a  devotion  to  qualifications  which 
may  give  a  wider  range  for  future  usefulness.  The  cultivation,  thus 
nurtured,  is  a  labor  of  love.  Knowledge  is  sought  for  itself  alone ; 
no  academic  honors  are  expeel«d ;  no  diploma  is  to  reward  a  peri- 
odical regard  to  prescribed  tasis.  But  the  hmited  time  allotted  to 
study  gives  an  earnestness  to  application,  and  a  necessity  for  that 
concentration  and  attention  which  almost  seems  to  constitute  the  dif- 
ference between  men,  and  is  certainly  indispensable  to  high  success 
in  any  profession. 

There  should  be  good  fellowship  between  all  occupations.  They 
.are  in  cl<»e  connection  ;  each  can  learn  something  of  the  other,  and 
.supply  deficiencies  by  interchange  of  thought  and  friendly  com- 
jnunion.  The  man  of  contemplation  ia  neighbor  to  the  man  of 
action ;  ■  abstraction  leans  against  reality ;  exact  science  is  nearly 
related  to  practical  circumstance ;  speculation  falls  back  on  the  ex- 
.  perience  of  working  days ;  out  of  the  dust  and  turmoil  of  noisy  life 
spring  beautiful  tilings,  over   which  sentaraent  may  languish,  and 
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poetry  become  frantic  Differences  of  condition  ate  accidents :  men 
get  into  wrong  places,  but  there  is  such  afBnity  in  the  labor  of  all, 
that  mistakes  are  rarely  rectified,  tie  world  joga  on,  and  things  settle 
fixemselres.  Over  all  conditions,  fi'oni  the  nature  too  ethetealized  to 
think  of  dinner,  down  to  the  fragment  of  olay  that  thinks  of  nothing 
elae,  there  rests  the  philosophy  of  facts,  an  agency  which  reconciles 
all  discrepancies,  and  enlightens  mankind  by  a  sober  development  of 
human  progress. 

A  sketch  of  the  history  of  commerce  may  not  be  inappropriate,  as 
embodying  much  that  illustrates  its  connection  with  civilization,  and 
the  influence  it  has  had  on  society.  It  doubtless  originated  in  the 
first  wants  of  man,  which  he  was  unable  to  gratify  without  recourse 
to  otheiB.  Wherever  distinct  property  became  acknowledged,  trade 
was  established,  and  an  interchange  of  ai'ticles  effected,  from  an  abun- 
dance that  exceeded  necessity.  The  equivalent  was  in  kind,  and  was 
a  simple  consideration,  in  an  opeiation  which  looked  only  for  con- 
venience and  the  supply  of  an  immediate  want.  Commerce,  as  a 
distinct  professipn,  could  not  have  existe  i  until  a  degree  of  luxury  had 
been  attained ;  and  the  more  aJvenfuioua  sought  in  other  lands  what 
could  not  be  found  at  home.  Intercourse  between  different  countries 
was  thus  commenced,  and  improvement  and  refinement  progressed  as 
it  augmented.  In  availing  themselves  of  whatever  made  hfe  more 
desirable,  men  imperceptibly  adopted  customs  which  assimilated 
them  in  manners,  and  the  merchant,  as  he  united  nations,  became  an 
instrument  in  advancing  their  condition.  His  mission  was  one  of 
kindness  and  conciliation.  The  battle-field  was  no  place  for  his 
operations,  and  from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present  day,  his  wishes, 
feelings,  and  interests,  have  made  him   a  friend  and  advocate  of 


In  looking  back  for  the  first  history  of  commerce,  we  turn  to  the 
people  of  whom  little  was  known  by  what  we  call  the  ancient  world. 
Herodotus  makes  no  mention  of  China,  a  sure  evidence  that  he  had 
not  heard  of  her ;  for  he  would  never  have  missed  the  opportunity  of 
dilating  on  the  wonders  of  that  exti-aordinaiy  jjeople ;  and  incre- 
dulity would  have  scoffed  till  time  should  have  done  him  justice,  as  it 
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hi'i    n         ft  US  tliB    eonng       i  '^  \  1  tie-*  he   related   of  othov 
countr  et 

It  s  ya  D  to  appi,iilate  on  the  int!  |U  ty  ot  the  Chinese  empu'e,  or 
the  coDin  erce  wl  ch  is  loubtle  s  c  ovil  w  th  its  existence.  The  ex- 
plorer s  h-MeA  IS  he  enter';  thit  region  ot  doud  and  fable,  where 
time  la  comj  uted  —not  1  y  the  cj  cles  w  th  wh^h  we  are  accustomed 
to  measme  its  course  but  by  nuUions  of  years  back  from  a  peiiod 
when  go  is  dwelt  oa  the  eaith  lud  ^  imed  its  temporal  government. 
In  companson  with  Chinese  lecord,  our  antiqmtj  is  a  tiling  of  yester- 
day. If  we  give  it  credence,  the  mysterious  things  of  Egypt  chann 
no  longer ;  Champollion  has  wasted  his  labor  and  ingenuity,  for  tlie 
hieroglyphics  are  the  mere  scribblings  of  a  primary  school ;  Menes, 
Sesostris,  Rameses,  have  moved  down  to  us ;  our  reverence  is  weak- 
ened for  the  long  line  of  Pharaohs ;  Osiris  is  a  paiTenu,  and  the  mys- 
teries of  Isis  are  not  worth  knowing :  Homer  may  strike  his  lyre,  and 
cover  the  plains  of  Eium  with  his  heroes ;  but  Greek  and  Trojan 
dasb  newly  invented  armor,  Hector  is  dragged  through  familiar  dust^ 
and  the  battles  of  tte  gods  are  susceptible  of  modern  military 
criticism. 

But  whatever  absurdity  there  may  be  in  the  obscurity  of  Chinese 
tradition,  and  however  impossible  it  may  be  to  penetrate  the  vad  that 
envelops  her  eariy  history,  it  cannot  be  questioned  that  China  was  as 
advanced  as  she  now  is,  when  modem  nations  were  in  a  state  of  bar- 
barism ;  that  her  people  were  clothed  in  cotton  of  their  own  weaving, 
and  wore  shoes  of  their  own  making,  when  our  ancestoi's  walked 
barefooted,  rejoicing  in  raw  sheepskins  or  a  coat  of  paint  The  silk- 
worm spun  its  cocoon  in  Chinese  dwellings,  "when  Eni'opean  royalty 
depended  on  the  hunter's  skill  for  its  wai'drobe ;  and  the  shrines  of 
.Toss  gave  nightly  tokens  of  the  invention  of  gunpowder,  long  prior 
to  the  period  when  western  invention  had  advanced  sufficiently  far  to 
shoot  with  the  cross-bow.  If  there  are  any  doubts  whether  the  power 
of  the  magnet  was  originally  known  in  China,  thej  may  be  solved  by 
examination  ;  for  if  there  is  any  f^th  in  the  agricultural  aphorism, 
that  "  like  produces  like,"  the  juxtaposition  of  a  European  and  Chi- 
nese compass  will  satisfy  the  must  skeptical,  whether  the  one  could 
ever  have  suggested  the  other. 

The  history  of  Chinese  comnierc  would  give  thi-  history  of  that 
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people ;  for  the  love  of  trade  is  so  much  a  part  of  their  very  natiiraa, 
ia  so  interwoven  with  their  being,  that  it  seems  impossible  there 
should  ever  have  been  a  time  when  they  did  not  traffic  with  each 
other  and  with  their  neighbors.  Whatever  they  did  in  past  times 
will  never  be  known  to  us.  Their  remote  position  secluded  them 
■  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  and,  although  some  solitary  wanderer  might 
have  brought  us  an  occasional  hint  to  establish  a  suspicion  of  theu- 
existence,  it  is  probable  that,  without  the  application  of  the  magnetic 
needle  to  navigation,  there  would  now  be  little  more  known  of  them 
than  when  Mareo  Polo  narrated  his  adventures.  Yet  Oliinese  utensils 
have  been  found  in  the  tombs  of  Thebes,  and  the  inscriptions  on  them 
have  been  translated.  They  probably  found  their  way  through  In- 
dia, for  the  Egyptians  were  not  navigators,  and  it  is  not  supposed  that 
Chinese  seamanship  knew  a  wider  range  in  ancient  times  than  at  the 
present  day.  But  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  before  any  written 
knowledge  of  them,  and  perhaps  when  civilization  was  slowly  de- 
scending the  Nile,  long  anterior  to  the  time  when  the  Ai'gonauts 
plowed  unknown  seas  in  search  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  the  enterprise 
and  perseverance  of  Chinese  commerce  explored  all  parts  of  the  ad- 
jacent waters,  from  the  Philippine  Islands  to  Java  and  Sumatra. 
"Wherever  the  mariner  could  find  his  way  from  headland  to  headland, 
they  boldly  extended  trade  with  the  unwearied  activity  which  marH 
that  most  industrious  of  the  races  of  men.  The  world  is  just  awaking 
to  the  importance  of  Borneo,  and  the  courage  and  abihty  of  one  man 
are  pointing  out  its  resources,  and  caEing  on  his  country  to  a?ail  of 
them,  But,  as  long  as  those  seas  have  been  known  to  us,  the  Chinese 
jnnk  has  lowered  her  mat-sail,  and  dropped  her  wooden  anchor  in  tbe 
inlets  of  that  yet  nnexplored  world.  In  straits  where  the  Malay  proa 
has  been  the  terror  of  the  swift,  and  well-appointed  ship,  has  that  un- 
shapely mass  pursued  her  slow  course,  sometimes  suffering  from  fero- 
cious piracy  ;  but,  whatever  her  catastrophe,  never  without  a  suc- 
cessor ready  to  encounter  the  hazard. 

The  Chioese  trader  competes  with  the  European  wherever  the  latr 
ter  has  founded  settlements  in  the  Eastern  world.  His  sleepless 
diligence  overcomes  every  obstacle,  and  his  love  of  gain  is  not 
quenched  by  contumely  and  pereeoution.  No  sooner  does  he  put  his 
foot  among  strangers,  than  he  begins  to  work.     No  office  is  too 
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mecial  or  too  laborious  for  him.  He  has  eomo  to  make  iiwucy,  and 
he  will  make  it.  His  frugality  requires  but  little  ;  he  barely  lives,  but 
he  saves  what  he  gets ;  commences  ti'ade  in  the  smallest  possible 
way,  and  is  continually  adding  to  his  store.  The  native  scorns  such 
drudgery,  and  remains  ])Oor ;  the  Chinaman  toils  patiently  o 
grows  rich.  A  few  years  pa^  by,  and  he  has  warehouses  ; 
a  eonlractor  for  produce ;  buys  foreign  goods  by  the  cargo,  and  em- 
ploys his  uewly  imported  counti'ymen,  who  have  come  to  seek  their 
fortunes  as  he  did.  He  is  not  particularly  scrupulous  in  matters  of 
opinion.  He  never  meddles  with  politics,  for  tliey  are  dangerous  and 
not  profitable ;  hut  he  will  adopt  any  creed,  and  carefully  follow  any 
observances,  i^  hy  so  doing,  he  can  confirm  or  improve  his  position; 
If  it  is  expedient  for  him  to  become  a  Catholic,  he  punctually  attends 
mass,  walks  in  processions,  clings  to  his  rosary  or  his  I'eliquary,  with 
an  excess  of  devotion,  until  he  Bids  tor  home,  when  he  tosses  them 
overboard.  He  thrives  with  the  Spmiard,and  worts  when  the  latter 
sleeps.  He  is  too  quick  for  the  Dutchman,  and  can  smoke  and  bar- 
gain at  the  same  time,  turning  his  lelaxation  to  account.  He  lias 
harder  work  with  the  Englishman,  but  still  he  is  too  much  for  him, 
and  succeeds.  Chmate  has  no  effect  on  him ;  it  can  not  stop  his 
hands,  unless  it  tills  him,  and  if  it  does,  he  dies  in  harness,  batthng 
for  money  till  his  last  breath.  Wherever  he  may  be,  and  in  whatever 
position,  whether  in  his  own  or  in  a  foreign  counti'y,  he  is  diligent, 
temperate,  and  uncomplaining.  He  will  compare  in  good  quaKties 
with  men  of  other  lands,  and  is,  if  any  thing,  more  generally  honest. 
He  keeps  the  word  he  pledges,  pays  his  debts,  and  is  capable  of  gen- 
erous and  noble  actions.  It  has  been  cuBtomary  to  si'>eak  lighHy  of 
him,  and  to  judge  of  a  whole  people  by  a  few  vagabonds  in  a  provin- 
da!  seaport,  whose  morals  and  manners  have  not  been  improved  by 
tbreign  society. 

The  early  commerce  of  India,  like  that  of  China,  is  a  matter  of 
supposition.  The  dead  language  of  the  Hindoos  has  thrown  a  flick- 
ering light  on  the  dimness  of  the  past,  and  the  Sanscrit  scholar,  in 
unravehng  the  web  which  covers  remote  antiquity,  gathers  barely 
material  sufficient  to  show  the  strange  mingling  of  ti'aditionaiy  fables, 
which  make  "  confusion  worse  confounded."     He  prev^la  on  the  re- 
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luctant  Brahmin  to  open  the  holy  Vedaa,  which  coutaiu  the  gatherad 
wisdom  of  bygone  ages,  and  he  looks  back  to  a  time  ere  the  Hindoo 
Trinity  was  created,  wbea  the  incarnations  of  Vishnu  were  yet  in  the 
unknown  future.  He  turns  to  the  great  epics  of  Hindoo  poetry, 
Mahabharata  and  Eamayana, — names  that  sound  strangely  iu  our 
ears,  but  which,  for  untold  centuries,  have  given  all  tliat  has  been  or 
will  be  known  of  thfe  remote  history  of  India,  From  them  be  may 
collect  the  scattered  fragments,  which  ^ve  an  appearance  of  cred- 
ibility to  the  distant  past,  and,  connecting  them  together,  form  his 
conclusion  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  a  people,  who  had  attained 
a  high  refinement  before  the  lowest  grades  of  civilization  had  been 
reached  by  the  savage  tribes  which  roamed  over  the  continent  of 
Europe.  In  those  works  of  reality  and  fiction,  the  Hindoos  are  rep- , 
resented  as  highly  commercial.  Tho  merchant  was  evidently  re- 
garded as  an  important  part  of  the  social  system,  and  he  took  his 
place  among  the  distinguished  and  most  respected  of  th^  land. 
Trade  is  mentioned  as  an  honorable  calling,  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  tliat  it  produced  a  powerful  effect  on  the  permanent  character 
of  that  ancient  people. 

As  we  leave  the  land  of  cloud  and  shadow,  and  descend  to  the 
fects  of  history,  wo  are  confirmed  in  the  impressions  before  received, 
and  we  see  the  effects  of  an  extended  commerce  down  to  the  time  of 
the  invasion  of  Alexander,  That  great  man  advanced  only  midway 
to  the  Ganges,  but  he  found,  on  his  march,  the  monuments  of  nations 
long  since  ai-rived  at  maturity,  and  frequent  evidences  of  the  creating 
power  and  abiding  influence  of  trade.  Revolt  compelled  him  to  turn 
back,  but  he  took  with  him  the  renewed  conviction,  that  if  his  uui- 
vei^l  plan  of  empire  was  founded  by  the  swoid,  it  should  be  sus- 
tained and  encouraged  by  a  wide  and  well-established  commerce. 

India  has  been,  through  all  stages  of  histoiy,  the  leading  star  of 
mercantile  enterpiise.  The  merchant  of  all  times  has  cast  toward 
her  his  anxious  gaze.  Her  wealth  has  been  poured  in  abundance  on 
all  lands.  Arabia,  Ethiopia,  Egypt,  in  regular  succession,  felt  her 
bounty  ;  Persia,  Assyria,  Greece,  Carthage,  Rome,  whatever  is  known 
to  us  of  antiquity,  or  is  regai-ded  with  reverence,  from  the  position  it 
has  held  in  this  world's  annals,  has  become  rich  in  propoition  to  its 
extent  of  trade  with  this  great  storehouse  of  commerce.    When,  in 


.y  Google 


XVI  INTRODUOTORY   E88AT. 

tlie'  course  of  time,  they  passed  onward,  leaving  to  new  nations  the 
fulfillment  of  earth's  destinies,  the  jet  unexhausted  treasuies  of  the 
East  were  the  msun  object  of  new  aspirations.  The  Portuguese 
mariner  doubled  the  stormy  cape  of  Africa  to  show  his  countrymen 
the  road  to  India.  The  Genoese,  as  he  begged  from  kingdom  to 
kingdom,— the  gift  he  asked  being  tie  power  of  bestowing  bound- 
less wealth  ou  tlie  giver, — looked  only  to  India.  And  when  the  long 
sought,  yet  unseen,  land  lay  in  dai'kness  before  Mm,  in  the  watch  of 
that  endless  night,  till  at  last,  through  the  gray  mist,  came  slowly 
forth  the  faint  outline  of  cocoa-nut  and  palm-tree,  his  aching  eyes 
j'ested,  as  he  thought,  on  the  groves  of  Hindoostan,  looming  in  the 
dim  twilight  of  early  morning.  So  long  had  India  been  almost  tlie 
■sole  thought  of  enf«rprising  men,  that  it  seemed  impossible  there 
should  be  other  roads  to  mercantile  success. 

The  commerce  of  the  ancient  E^ptians  was  entirely  inland,  and 
so  little  were  they  interested  in  navigation,  that  they  scarcely  trusted 
themselves  across  the  Nile,  at  the  time  of  its  innndation.  They  had 
1  detestition  of  the  "ipa,  and  looked  ou  it  with  holy  horror.  It  was 
lyi  hyn,  the  demon,  who  swallowed  up  Osiris,  the  river  on  which 
the  1  e'ostence  dej.  ended.  In  their  early  history  they  had  uo  vessels, 
and  it  WIS  not  until  Sesostiis  dedicated  a  ship  to  the  Nile,  and  thus 
o.  nuhatad  the  pnests  that  he  abated  the  prejudice  which  checked 
the  impiovement  cf  his  people.  It  is  doubted  whether,  before  the 
leiga  Lf  Amaois  they  even  tolerated  intercourse  with  any  country 
that  u'ted  the  sea  as  a  highway.  They  never  became  seamen  to  any 
extent  themselves ;  but,  at  a  later  time,  they  promoted  navigation  in 
others,  and  availed  themselves  of  the  skill  and  courage  of  neighboring 
nations,  to  draw  to  them  the  productions  of  Asia  and  Europe.  The 
Arabians  brought  them  the  riches  of  India,  and  the  Greeks  and  "Tjr- 
ians  supplied  them  with  the  metals  of  Spmn  and  Britain. 

The  fleet  of  Necho  is  supposed  to  have  been  manned  by  Phceni- 
cians.  The  expedition  which  that  king  sent  by  the  Eed  Sea,  which 
doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  returned  to  the  Mediten'anean, 
through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  is  the  most  wondetful  maritime  ex- 
ploit on  record.  It  takes  pi-ecedenoe  in  daring  before  the  later  dis- 
eoveiy  of  Vasco  de  Gama,  made  as  it  was  without  science,  and  with 
the  rude  materials  of  that  early  time.     Herodotus  doubts  the  fact. 
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while  he  states  it ;  but  the  reason  he  gives  for  doiDg  so,  is  the  very 
one  that  estahliahes  it  probability, — that,  as  they  sdled  round  Libya, 
they  had  the  sun  on  their  right  hand.  Both  the  adventurer  and  nar- 
rator were  ignorant  of  the  sun's  appai-ent  track,  and  as  the  former  got 
south  of  the  equator,  he  might  well  be  astonished,  and  the  historian 
might  doubt  (his  eccentric  and  unbecoming  movemeut  in  the  head 
of  the  solar  system. 

The  inland  commerce  of  Egypt  was  of  very  considerable  import- 
ance. The  unbounded  fertility  of  the  valley  of  the  Nile  gave  her  the 
means  of  furnishing;  the  then  know  n  world,  and  she  exchanged  food 
for  the  luxuiies  of  eveij  clime  Ihe  cotton  and  hnen  from  her  looms 
contributed  to  bring  her  whatever  was  most,  rare  from  aJl  surrounding 
countries.  The  caraian  tiaier^ed  the  sands,  and  as  it  came  laden 
with  spice  and  perfume  with  g  13  iud  ivory,  with  animal  life  brought 
out  in  the  hot  glare  of  central  Afi'ica,  there  also  came,  ia  its  long 
train,  the  black  slave  gang,  prisoners  of  tribes  which  warred,  as  they 
still  do,  for  the  benefit  of  petty  despotism,  and  the  trader  of  the  olden 
time  cared  as  little  for  human  groans,  as  the  captain  of  the  slave-ship, 
or  his  employer.  As  far  as  history  reaches  back,  the  African  slave- 
trade  flourished,  and,  from  the  remotest  time,  the  doomed  race  has 
encouraged  avarice,  and  adtmnistered  to  luxury.  It  waa  one  of  the 
principal  articles  of  traffic  among  the  old  Egyptians,  and  the  traveler 
of  the  present  day  can  rarely  reach  the  cataracts  of  the  Nile,  without 
encountering  evidence  that  there  is  one  branch  of  commerce  which 
has  neither  promoted  nor  been  improved  by  civilization.  And  when 
the  freeman  of  the  new  worid  wanders  among  the  ruins  of  the  old, 
and  moralizes  by  the  half-buried  monuments  of  a  people  long  gone 
by,  if  his  reflections  are  disturbed  by  sounds  of  lamentation,  as  the 
whip  of  the  slave-driver  urges  his  coffle  to  market,  a  thrill  of  patiiot^ 
ism  may  bring  his  own  loved  home  swimming  before  him,  at  this 
pleasing  reminiscence  of  a  domestic  usage  in  his  native  land. 

From  the  old  birth-place  of  bondage,  for  some  thousands  of  years, 
the  footsteps  of  tho  captive  have  tracked,  in  unbroken  succession,  to 
the  Mediterranean.  This  unceasing  march  baa  survived  all  changes, 
and  outhved  all  dynasties.  It  moved  by  palace  and  temple,  when 
they  first  arose  in  the  freshness  of  theii'  young  beauty ;  nor  is  it  ar- 
rested now,  when  the  mighty  memorials  of  bygone  times  have  long 
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Biooe  laid  down  to  tJie  sleep  of  death,  and,  slowly  wrapping  around 
them  the  shroud  of  the  desert,  look  calmly  oat  in  their  desolation,  to 
baffle  conjecture,  and  to  mock  at  chronology. 

Like  most  things  belonging  to  ancient  Egypt,  her  commerce  ia 
chiefly  known  by  the  disconnected  and  scattered  fragments  collected 
from  the  hieroglyphics  on  her  buildings,  and  the  inscriptions  and 
papyri  in  her  tombs.  Modem  invention  has  given  speech  to  the 
dumb  monument,  and  it  has  been  made  to  deliver  up  the  history  of 
its  own  creation,  and  something  of  the  customs  of  its  builders.  The 
perseverance  and  indefatigable  industry  of  recent  explorers,  seem  to 
have  exhausted  every  thing  that  can  throw  light  on  the  old  institu- 
tions of  Egypt,  and  every  year,  as  it  wears  away  the  outward  signs 
of  her  civilization,  diminishes  the  chances  of  acquiring  further  infor- 
mation. 

There  has  been  great  grief  over  the  destruction  of  the  celebrated 
Alexandrian  Library,  and  many  a  bard  thought  and  cruel  anathema 
have  been  expended  on  the  memory  of  Omar,  its  supposed  destroyer, 
when  there  is  ground  for  the  suspicion  that  its  ruin  was  the  work  of 
Christian,  instead  of  Mahometan,  fanaticism.  It  is,  however,  doubtfid 
whether,  if  it  now  existed  in  the  fullest  perfection  it  attained  in  the 
time  of  the  Ptolemies,  it  would  have  added  as  much  to  the  facta  of 
history,  as  to  curious  speculation.  When  that  magnificent  collection 
went  roaring  to  the  heavens  in  flame,  many  a  Greek  absti'aetion  was 
wrapped  in  congenial  smoke,  and  as  the  Egyptian  papyri  whirled  to 
the  clouds,  they  may  have  taken  with  them  more  of  the  penalties  of 
Eleusis,  and  the  formula  of  the  worship  of  Apis,  than  tie  story  of  the 
industrial  occupations  of  every-day  life. 

The  old  writers  generally  preferred  abstract  investigations  to  facts, 
and  left,  almost  untouched,  the  homely  incidents  of  then-  times,  and 
the  traditions  of  those  who  preceded  them. 

Of  all  the  ancient  states,  Phcenicia  and  Oaithago  weie  the  most 
|)urely  commercial.  The  cities  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  were  cplebrated 
for  the  mercantile  energy  which  made  a  little  stnp  of  sea-coast  rank 
with  extensive  and  powerful  empires.  Their  inland  trade  connected 
them  with  the  Ked  Sea  and  Persiaa  Ghilf  Palmyra,  Balbec,  Peti^, 
Babylon,  with  olier  places  of  less  note,  owed  theii  opulence  and  im- 
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portanee  principally  to  this  conmierce.  The  merc'Iiant,  as  Le  toiled 
through  Arahian  sands,  brought  iprosperity  and  civilization  with  the 
pfodnce  of  the  distant  East.  His  resting-pla<?e3  rose  into  cities,  and 
this  connecting  link  between  the  eastern  and  western  worlds,  joined 
the  shores  of  the  Indian  and  Mediterranean  seas  in  friendly  relation. 
This  vast  internal  commerce  stretched  through  central  India  to  the 
Ganges,  and  its  path  was  marked  by  refinement  and  peace.  But 
great  and  enterpriang  as  was  the  land  trade  of  the  Phcenicians,  it 
was  surpassed  by  their  commerce  by  sea.  They  were  the  eariiest 
known  navigators ;  and,  not  satisfied  within  tieit  accustomed  limits, 
they  boldly  hoped  for  gain  beyond  the  supposed  boundaries  of  the 
world,  and,  as  they  dotted  the  shores  of  the  tidelesa  sea  with  colonies, 
they  looked  through  the  Pillars  of  Hercules  into  that  unknown,  blank, 
doubtful  realm  of  storm  and'  darkness,  which  fancy  had  clothed  with 
supernatural  terrors.  In  that  forbidden  space,  where  bloomed  celes- 
tial gai'dens,  tlio  Hesperides  guai-ded  golden  fruit,  and  the  vigils  of 
the  Daughters  of  Night  were  too  wakeful  for  mortal  daring.  There, 
also,  dwelt  the  weird  sisters  of  antiquity,  with  their  snaky  locks  and 
hands  of  brass,  and  in  the  recesses  of  those  awful  and  mysterious 
waters,  the  ocean  deiljes  sought  repose  and  retirement.  No  saori- 
le^ous  keel  oould  plow  over  the  sanctuary  of  Triton  and  Nereid, 
without  a  call  fi-om  the  sleepless  Nemesis.  Divine  vengeance  awaited 
the  reckless  being  whose  presumption  should  lead  him  to  furrow  the 
waves  consecrated  to  the  gods. 

To  that  dread,  forbidden,  interminable  region,  the  Tyrian  mariner 
fearlessly  turned  his  prow,  and  sang  the  hymn  to  Neptune,  as  he  saw 
receding  behind  him  Calpe  and  Abyla,  where  the  hero-god  had  com- 
memorated his  victories,  by  erecting  the  columns  which  had  hitherto 
limited  the  career  of  man.  He  spread  himself  northward  and  south- 
ward, and  brought  the  silver  of  Spain,  the  tin  of  Britain,  and  the 
amber  of  the  Baltic,  to  mingle  in  the  storehouses  of  Phcenicia  with 
the  gold-dust,  and  ivory,  and  precious  stones  of  western  Afiica,  and 
to  load  the  camel  for  his  long,  wearisome  journey  into  inner  JUia. 
The  ship  of  the  desert  met  the  ship  of  the  sea,  and  they  joined  to- 
gether "  the  uttermost  pai'ts  of  the  earth." 

Carthage  was  no  laggard  behind  her  mother,  and,  could  her  full 
history  be  obtained,  we  should  probably  find  that  her  wars  were  the 
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least  considerable  part  of  h,  "We  know  her,  principally,  from  her 
desperate  struggle  with.  Rome,  and  by  the  memorable  words  which 
1  her  doom.  Most  of  her  celebrity  has  reached  us  from 
i  of  death,  and  her  story  b^na  with  her  decline.  She 
y  oDe  of  the  greatest  of  the  old  commercial  nations, 
and  established  colonies  on  the  Atlantic  coasts  of  Africa  and  Europe. 

The  places  she  founded  have  perished,  and  the  spot  of  her  own 
maritime  power  and  trading  industry  is  a  matter  of  surmise.  But 
the  time  was,  ere  her  war-galleys  went  forth  to  do  battle  with  the 
Eoman,  when  her  argosies  brought  into  her  crowded  port  the  wealth 
of  barbarian  lands,  made  familiar  to  her  merchant  and  navigator  by 
unwearied  exertion,  and  contempt  of  danger.  She  competed  with 
Phoenicia  in  traffic  by  sea,  and  they  jointly  guarded  most  carefiilly 
their  geographical  knowledge  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  They  never 
raised  the  curtain  which  covered  their  foreign  commerce,  and,  like 
some  modem  merchants,  oshibited  great  anxiety  to  keep  all  the  good 
things  to  themselves. 

The  intercourse  that  Carthage  had  with  the  interior  of  Africa  is 
among  the  extraordinary  facts  of  ancient  commerce.  This  country 
has  been  the  problem  of  modem  times,  to  which  the  traveler  has 
eagerly  turned  his  footsteps,  seeking  for  the  sources  of  the  Nile,  or 
the  course  of  the  Niger,  and,  if  not  finding  death  in  the  sands  of  the 
desert,  or  the  malaria  of  the  river,  brining  back  the  shattered  wreck 
of  himself,  and  a  few  insulated  fects  of  puzzling  import,  which  leave 
us  still  in  obscurity.  Yet  more  than  two  thousand  years  ago,  the 
road  from  Carthage  to  Timbuctoo  was  regularly  traveled.  It  led 
across  the  great  Desert  of  Sahara,  connecting  oasis  with  oaas,  and 
yielding,  for  hundreds  of  miles,  no  drop  of  water  for  the  parched  lips 
of  trader  or  camel.  Along  this  dreadful  highway,  where  the  whirl- 
wind of  sand,  or  the  breath  of  the  simoom  enveloped  man  and  beast 
in  its  deadly  embrace,  and  the  dried  and  blackened  mummies  of 
former  ent*rpi'ises  lay  scattered  in  the  path,  did  the  toil-worn  and 
panting  caravan  reach  the  Joliba,  and  barter  the  products  of  the  sea- 
coast  for  those  of  the  interior  of  Africa. 

Whatever  knowledge  the  Caithaginians  acquired  in  these  expedi- 
tions is  lost  to  us,  for  they  placed  the  seal  of  secrecy  on  every  thing 
connected  with  this  ti'ade,  and  maintained  a  I'eserve  in  their  monopoly 
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vrhich  has  deprived  posterity  of  any  benefit  from  'heir  labors.  They 
have  transmitted  to  us  only  the  couvictiou  that,  with  all  the  apph- 
ances  of  science,  and  command  of  modem  invention,  with  the  patron- 
age of  powerful  governments,  and  the  TOUnificence  of  private  enter- 
prise, Tve  have,  as  yet,  fmled  to  obtain  the  information  t' 
acquired  in  the  long  course  of  their  prosperous  trade. 

In  the  early  commerce  of  Greece,  there  is  such  6 
Egyptians  and  Phoamcians,  that  it  is  difficult  to  define  what  actually 
belonged  to  her.  She  seems  to  have  commenced  her  adventures 
with  piracy,  which  she  caraicd  on  with  great  satiafeotion  to  hersell 
But  as  this  was  an  unequal  traffic,  that  suited  only  one  side,  she 
gradually  and  reluctantly  relinquished  it  for  more  equitable  business. 
Her  neighbors  taught  her  hetter  manners.  DanaUs  and  Ceoropa 
brought  men,  and  Cadmus  letters,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  colonizer 
and  the  schoolmaster,  she  grew  into  refinement.  Those  who  had 
practiced  rather  too  free  a  trade,  turned  their  induatry  to  a  more 
honest  occupation,  established  ports  in  the  many  indentations  of  their 
shores,  extended  themselves  over  the  islands  of  the  jEgean  Sea,  up 
the  Hellespont  to  the  Propontas,  and  along  the  coasts  of  Asia  Minor. 

Greece,  at  the  time  of  the  siege  of  Troy,  had  rather  crude  notions 
of  commerce,  if  we  may  credit  Homer,  whose  views  were  also  some- 
what elementary,  He  was  evidently  ignorant  of  the  operations  of 
the  stock  exchange.  He  nowhere  speaks  of  money,  but  that  he  had 
some  idea  of  barter  may  be  inferred  from  tlie  account  he  gives  of  the 
interchange  between  Glaucus  and  Diomed,  in  which  the  foimer  gave 
his  golden  armor,  which  had  cost  a  hundred  oxen,  for  the  brazen 
one  of  the  latter,  valued  only  at  nine.  The  poet  clearly  intimates  that 
the  ally  of  the  Ti^ojans  had  rather  a  hard  baigaiu,  the  Greek  being 
too  sharp  for  him,  He  also  places  a  value  on  the  piizes  offered  in 
the  games  at  the  funeral  of  Patroclus,  The  tripod,  which  rewarded 
the  best  wrestler,  was  apprised  at  twelve  oxen  ;  while  the  lady,  who 
was  adjudged  to  the  second  competitor,  was  estimated  at  four.  This 
bucoiical  currency  would  do  well  enough  in  the  purchase  of  a  three- 
le^ed  stool,  but  when  applied  to  the  successor  of  "  Briseis,  with  the 
radiant  eyes,"  we  are  constrained  to  suspect  that  chivalry,  at  that 
remote  period,  was  not  more  sensitive  in  the  matter  of  female  mer- 
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chandise  than  in  more  modem  days ;  and  that  Aehilles,  feeding  on 
beef,  which  his  own  "god-Uke"  fingers  had  both  slaughtered  and 
cooked,  eared  nothing  mote  for  the  character  of  the  offering  that  ap- 
peased the  manes  of  his  friend,  than  that  its  cost,  by  diminishing  Ms 
stock,  might  have  an  effect  on  the  future  economy  of  his  table. 

In  after  times,  commerce  became  of  high  importance  in  Greece, 
and  her  philosophers  did  not  think  it  beneath  their  conaderation. 
Thales  of  Miletus,  one  of  the  most  commercial  of  the  Grecian  cities, 
and  Solon  the  lawgiver,  two  of  the  seven  wise  men,  took  an  active 
part  in  it,  and  Plato  sold  oil  in  the  lands  where  he  tiaveled  to  pay 
his  expenses.  The  three  traded  in  Egypt,  and  while  thei^e,  acquired 
much  knowledge  from  the  priests,  which  they  afterward  used  at  home- 
One  of  the  laws  which  Solon  incorpoi'at«d  into  his  system,  was 
obtained  directly  from  that  countiy, — that  which  compelled  every 
man,  at  certfun  times,  to  give  to  the  magistrate  an  account  of  him- 
self and  the  mode  by  which  he  gained  hia  hvelihood.  This  law  must 
have  answered  a  good  purpose  among  the  patient  and  obedient 
Egyptians,  or  the  Athenian  legislator  would  not  have  ventured  it  with 
his  more  mercurial  countrymen.  We  are  not  pardcularly  advised 
how  they  submitted  to  it ;  and  the  information  is  the  less  important 
to  us,  as  the  sagacity  of  modern  States  has  prudently  omitted  this  in 
their  codes ;  nor  is  it  to  be  apprehended  that  our  leg^latures,  state 
or  national,  will  revive  a  statute  so  inconvenient  and  embarrassing. 
We  may,  however,  imagine,  that  if  the  assembled  wisdom  of  our  re- 
public, or  its  component  parts,  deeming  it  their  duty  to  look  after  the 
moral  economy  of  thk  people,  should,  in  some  unaccustomed  moment 
of  rigid  virtue,  ordain  the  renewal  of  that  old  law,  what  a  fluttering 
there  would  be,  as  various  professions  should  hear  the  blind  scale- 
holder  calling  them  to  the  confessional.  What  anxious  gloom  would 
spread  over  the  countenances  of  those  whose  means  of  livelihood  are 
too  profound  a  pi-oblem  for  solution  even  by  themselves.  From  the 
old  lounger,  who  has  grown  gray  while  frittering  away  his  life  in 
small  talk,  to  the  complacent  youth  just  entering  on  the  same  dawd- 
ling course,  his  father's  industry  having  absolved  him  from  feeling 
the  necessity  of  any  culture,  save  that  of  the  most  inconsiderable 
moustache,  there  would  be  one  universal  remonstrance  at  the  indig- 
nity of  being  supposed  capable  of  Ciirning  their  own  bread. 
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And  like  the  panic  among  the  money-changers,  when  they  were 
scourged  iram  the  t«mple,  would  be  the  coastemafion  of  their  buc- 
ceesors,  ^  Wall-street  and  State-atreet  should  he  summoned  to  judg- 
ment. In  those  arenas  of  irregulai'  things,  do  men  from  all  purauils 
assemble,  to  sti-uggle  with  the  chances  of  fortune,  and,  impatient  of 
the  slow,  legitimate  methods  of  their  usual  vocalaonB,  endeavor  to 
consummate  an  act  of  justice  by  anticipating  the  I'ewai-d  due  to 
merit.  The  merchant  comes  up  from  the  wharf  to  see  what  can  bo 
done  in  the  fancy  line,  to  compensate  for  the  ill  success  of  the  last 
voyage.  The  lawyer  slips  down  from  his  office  to  hold  consultation 
with  tbo  broker.  The  doctor  lets  the  patient  wMt  a  while,  to  see  how 
fees  can  best  be  invested.  And  even  the  demure  clergyman  may  be 
seen,  looking  waiily  about  him,  his  purpose,  doubtless,  being  to  ob- 
tain materials  for  the  nest  sernion  on  the  transitorineas  of  human 
affairs,  and  the  vanity  of  laying  up  treasures  on.  earth.  Before  the 
first  di'ead  reckoning  day,  there  would  be  an  impulse  given  to  naviga- 
tion, in  the  attempts  to  escape  the  direful  investigation.  There 
would  be  back-wa(«r  in  the  usual  current  of  emigration,  and  the  old 
world  would  be  flooded  by  sons  of  the  Puritans  flying  from  persecu- 
tion. But  our  rulei's,  in  enacting  such  a  law,  could  not  well  exempt 
themselves  from  its  operation ;  and,  in  this  comfortable  conviction, 
there  is  abundant  security  that  it  will  remain  among  the  things 
which  have  been. 

There  is  little  to  be  said  of  the  Eomana  as  a  comniercial  people. 
They  preferred  war,  and  considered  trade  as  degrading,  fit  only  for 
those  they  conquered.  It  was  an  easier,  and,  they  thought,  more 
glorious  occupation,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  industry  of  others,  than 
to  work  themselves.  The  fatigue  of  the  long  march,  the  labor  of  the 
intrenched  camp,  the  construction  of  loads,  bridges,  aqueducts,  what- 
ever was  connected  with  the  profession  of  arms,  might  be  patiently 
borne.  The  shedding  of  blood  was  honorable,  and  respectability  in- 
creased with  the  development  of  the  organ  of  destructiveness.  They 
saw  no  good  in  any  thing  that  did  not  contribute  to  war.  They  had 
some  regard  for  agriculture.  Its  uses  were  apparent  It  fed  the 
legions,  and  enabled  them  to  bring  the  spoils  of  nations  to  the  Seven 
Hills.     But  for  the  occupations  that  were  not  auxiliary  to  conquest. 
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thero  was  tHo  most  undisguiaed  contempL  They  tolerated  Hern  in 
the  countries  they  eHslaved,  but  gave  them  no  encouragement,  and 
often  interrupted  them  with  violence,  or  dishe^toied  tliem  by  exac- 
tion. It  was  not  until  new  wants  and  new  tastes  had  been  acquired, 
with  the  extension  of  empire,  ttat  Rome  felt  the  importance  of  com- 
merce, and  admitted  the  expediency  of  profiting  by  the  example  of 
countries  less  powerful  than  herselfl  Necessity  made  her  maritime. 
The  Punic  wars  compelled  her  to  extend  her  dominion  over  an  unac- 
customed element,  and,  ovei'coming  the  inadequacy  of  her  harbors, 
she  sent  out  her  galleys  to  humble  her  great  rival  in  the  shock  of 
naval  combat. 

Although,  through  the  whole  course  of  her  varied  history,  she  was 
never  thoroughly  commercial,  yet  she  traded  with  Greece  and  E^pt, 
and  the  silk  she  imported  was  literally  worth  its  weight  in  gold,  a 
pound  of  one  been  given  for  a  pound  of  the  other.  Commerce  im- 
proved as  her  military  power  decreased,  the  merchant  advanced  as 
the  soldier  receded,  and  tbe  luxury  she  had  introduced  from  captured 
cities  demanded  an  attentJon  to  the  arts  of  peace.  But  the  trade 
which  sprang  from  declining  age  and  infirmity  contained  no  healthy 
vigor ;  it  suited  a  fallen  people,  and  promoted  the  decay  that  cre- 
ated it. 

The  torrent  of  northern  barbarism,  which  swept  away  the  Roman 
empire,  inteiTupied  the  connection  between  all  the  mercantile  com- 
munities of  the  West,  for  such  a  length  of  time,  that  they  were  almost 
ignorant  of  the  existence  of  each  other.  The  new  capital  of.Constan- 
tine  preserved  the  remnants  of  this  disorganization,  and  became  the 
nucleus,  from  which,  after  a  long  interval,  were  extended  the  rays  that 
illumined  the  commercial  world,  and  gave  light  and  motion  to  civili- 
zation. 

Out  of  the  deep  darkness  a  new  power  emerged,  amid  the  lagoons 
of  the  Adriatic,  and  rival  cities  ai'ose  from  the  foot  of  the  Apennines 
.  and  on  the  shores  of  the  Arno,  Venice,  Genoa,  Pisa,  and  Florence, 
strove,  with  alternate  fortune,  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and,  as  ample  wealth  flowed  in  upon  them,  it  was  liberally  given  for 
the  encouragement  of  science  and  promotion  of  talent.  The  marble 
palaces  of  ipevchant  princes  were  the  homes  of  painting,  poetry  and 
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sculpture  ;  and  men,  whose  names  suggest  whatever  ia  most  magnifi- 
cent in  art,  were  their  famihar  and  welcome  guests.  Medici,  Doria, 
Contarini,  are  associated  with  Michael  Angelo,  Titian,  and  the  long 
array  of  genius,  which  has  left  enough  to  awaken  the  wonder  and 
court  the  competition  of  all  coming  time.  At  shriaea,  to  which  the 
young  aspirant  of  all  lands  makes  his  pilgrimage,  and  the  traveler  in 
the  excess  of  beauty  heibre  him  confesses  the  imperfection  of  his  own 
ideal,  did  the  merchant  and  artist  live  in  fiiendly  union,  the  profession 
of  the  one  ministering  to  the  skill  and  inspiration  of  the  other,  both 
adding  to  the  sum  of  human,  happiness,  and  securing  the  gratitude 
of  posterity  for  the  elegance  and   taste   they  originated   and  he- 


The  example  of  these  ti'ading  republics  extended  over  Europe. 
The  barbarian,  amid  the  ruins  of  the  Western  Empire,  was  tamed 
into  humanity  as  he  felt  its  inftuenoe,  and  saw,  in  his  amazement,  the 
results  produced  by  peaceful  industry. 

There  h^  always  heen  an  intimate  connection  between  religion 
and  commeree.  The  relation  of  priest  and  merchant  has  been  main- 
tained from  the  remotest  times.  Whei'e  the  caravan  halted,  and  the 
camel  knelt  to  he  relieved  of  his  load,  and  the  trader  found  temporaiy 
repose,  the  temple  rose,  and  the  servant  of  the  altar  sacrificed,  and  the 
pilgrim  worshiped.  Men  congregated,  and  by  gradual  processes  the 
stopping-place  became  populous  and  powerful. 

The  association  continued  in  the  subsequent  revolutions  of  empire, 
and  the  tie  which  binds  worldly  interest  io  spiritual  power  has  ever 
been  most  strongly  manifested  in  this  union.  War  has  brought  in 
his  trophies,  and  the  blood-stMned  banner  has  drooped  on  walls  sacred 
to  peace.  But  he  has  oftener  desecrated  than  reverenced,  and  spoils 
have  more  fi'equently  gone  out  of  the  door  than  entered  into  it.  The 
tread  of  the  soldier  on  the  church-pavement  has  not  always  indicated 
a  holy  regai'd  for  stole  and  surplice,  and  the  sound  of  his  arms  has 
sometimes  been  in  hajsh  discordance  with  the  sacring-bell.         , 

There  has  never  heen  distrust  between  commerce  and  religion. 
The  quiet  homage  of  the  former,  and  the  dependence  of  the  one  on 
the  other,  have  heen  given  and  received  in  kindly  confidence.  They 
have  kept  together  through  the  changing  faiths  which  have  pro- 
gressively swayed  the  races  of  men,  and  whenever  they  have  sep- 
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arated,  it  has  been  that  one  might  serve  as  Lei'ald  to  the  other,  and 
prepare  for  the  joint  occupancy  of  both. 

The  Crusades  formed  an  epoch  in  the  commeicial  woild  and  tlie 
■wild  chivalry  that  poured  into  Asia  with  aw  r  1  and  i  rucifci:  pioducJ 
results  decidedly  mercantile.  The  various  nations  of  turopn  were 
brought  together,  and  men  who  had  lived  in  insuhted  baibansm, 
meeting  their  kind  in  feud,  or  the  scarcclv  lesa  aavige  tournament, 
DOW  assembled  for  one  common  purpose,  and  felt  an  interest  for  each 
other,  as  they  shared  the  same  dangers  and  sufferings.  Many  a 
friendship  grew  in  the  Holy  Land,  and  hands  which,  at  home,  had 
been  lifted  agwnst  each  otter,  were  grasped  in  kindness.  The  places, 
hallowed  by  solemn  histories,  had  their  influence  on  those  rude  men, 
and  their  petty  strifes  were  hushed  info  foi^tfulness  before  the  sep- 
ulchre of  Him  who  bade  men  forgive  each  other.  The  opulence  of 
the  cities  through  which  they  passed,  and  the  splendor  of  the  coun- 
tries they  conquered,  gave  them  new  desires  to  be  gratified,  and 
wante,  which  they  carried  hact  to  their  distant  homes.  The  free 
Italian  States  supplied  them  with  ships  and  military  stores,  and 
covenanted  for  mercantile  privileges,  which  had  a  lasting  effect  on 
Ciusader  and  Saraceu.  An  aotive  commerce  was  commenced  with 
the  coasts  of  Syria  and  Egypt,  and  the  commodities  of  India  came 
through  Alexandria  to  Italy,  to  be  circulated  throughout  Europe. 
The  stem  baron  returned  to  his  lone  eyry,  to  think  of  Palestine,  and 
the  soda!  pleasui-es  which  had  intermingled  with  deeds  of  arms,  and 
to  pine  for  intercourse  with  men.  His  foliowem  scattered  over  the 
plains  and  by  the  river-side  to  tell  of  lands  where  trade  brought 
wealth  and  honor,  and  to  enMndle  emulation  by  the  overwrought 
picture  of  oriental  life. 

The  new  notions,  which  the  Crusades  originated,  received  an  addi- 
tional impulse  from  the  invention  of  gunpowder.  The  feudal  robber, 
as  he  dwelt  with  the  eagle,  laUghed  at  the  anww-flight  from  his 
mountain  crag,  hut  his  power  departed  when  a  chemical  compound 
sent  a  tempest  of  iron  rattling  against  his  battlements,  und  mingling 
turret  with  donjon  keep.  Civil  war  and  private  quan'el  were  some- 
what of  an  amusing  recreation,  before  a  few  black  grains  equalized 
the    difference  between  steel  cuirass  and   quilted  jacket.      Sword 
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miglit  glance  or  shiyer  on  the  polislied  morion,  and  lance  apliutei- 
against  the  breastplate  of  the  inight,  while  edge  and  point  found  en- 
trance through  the  skullcap  and  doublet  of  the  vassal. 

But  when  cannon  and  musket  balls  went  crashing  through  mail  of 
proof,  with  an  indecorous  indifference  to  the  gentle  blood  that  might 
be  inside  of  it,  a  grave  consideration  arose,  as  to  tie  humanity  of  per- 
petual wai'tare,  The  relish  for  obscure  skirmishes  sensibly  declined, 
and  the  roofless  castle  was  left,  as  an  inheritance  to  the  lovera  of  the 
picturesque,  to  be  woven  into  song  and  li 


The  Hanseatio  League,  consequent  upon  the  insecurity  to  com- 
merce fi'om  marauding  nobles  and"  their  licensed  adherents,  was  a 
systematic  coalition  for  the  establishment  of  a  mercantile  policy. 
Commencing  with  a  few  t«wns  of  Germany,  it  expanded  until  it  em- 
braced most  of  the  ti'ading-placea  of  Europe.  Union  gave  force,  and 
cities,  inconsiderable  in  themselves,  became  feared  and  respected  for 
their  collective  strength  as  members  of  a  confederacy  that  declared 
war,  conquered  and  deposed  kings,  and  put  under  its  ban  whatever 
opposed  its  progress,  or  conflicted  with  its  interests,  Its  power  de- 
clined with  the  causes  of  its  origin,  when  it  had  completed  its  mission, 
and  ^ven  protection  and  character  to  the  merchant  and  his  occu- 
pation. 

The  remains  of  this  great  body  atill  live  in  a  few  free  cities,  which 
continue  to  exert  an  important  influence,  standing  as  I'cspected  monu- 
ments of  the  good  they  assisted  to  accomplish,  and  as  Uving  witnesses 
of  the  results  that  may  be  obtained  by  honorable  enterprise. 

The  peculiar  characteristics  of  ancient  commerce,  applicable  to  all 
nations,  were  essentially  the  same.  Ti'ade  was  carried  on  principally 
by  land,  and  the  mode  of  transportation  necessarily  limited  it  to  arti- 
■eles  of  little  weight  or  bnlL  The  merchant  and  his  goods  kept 
together.  He  could  not  sit  at  home  to  plan  voyages,  and  send  out 
adventures,  having  before  him  information  on  which  to  form  his  judg- 
ment and  issue  his  orders.  There  were  no  agencies  to  help  him,  no 
commission  houses  established  on  the  Niger  or  Ganges ;  bnt,  through 
long,  weary  days  of  toil  and  suflering,  with  hunger,  and  burning  thirat, 
and  throbbing  brow,  in  the  dust  of  travel,  with  peril  around,  and 
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aDxiety  upon  liira,  trusting  to  his  own  activity  and  watchfulness,  la 
struggled  with  the  chances  of  his  journey,— a  minister  of  God  to  con- 
nect distant  lands,  and  to  pioneer  civilization  and  truth.  His  trade 
was  barter.  Money  was  either  unknown  to  him,  or  used  as  an  article 
to  he  bought  and  sold,  not  aa  a  representative  of  value. 

This  doing  business  without  money,  is  a  usage  that  is  not  con- 
sidered wholly  unworthy  of  imitation  in  modem  times,  and  probably 
in  conseciuenee  of  our  reverence  for  the  past,  we  are  not,  in  our  day, 
without  instances  of  mercaEtils  operations  which  disdain,  to  base 
thenaselves  upoa  such  an  arbitrary  standard. 

The  distinctions  which  maited  tie  commerce  of  the  ancients,  and 
the  accustomed  ways  trodden  by  the  ages,  were  obliterated  and  for- 
gotten in  the  revolutions  occasioned  by  the  invention  of  the  mariner's 
compass,  the  doublmg  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  discoveiy 
of  America, — three  events  which  have  had  more  influence  on  the 
material  destiny  of  man,  than  any  recorded  in  his  history. 

The  mysterious  polarity  of  the  magnetic  needle  gave  him  unlimited 
range  of  the  broad  ocean,  and,  enabling  him  to  choose  his  pathway 
over  its  vast  waters,  robbed  tliem  of  the  terror  which  had  restricted 
him  to  his  native  coasts,  and  opened  an  untiied  world  to  bis  energies 
and  intelligence. 

The  passage  round  the  southern  cape  of  Africa  changed  the  whole 
course  of  commerce  and  annihilated  a  svstem  that  bad  been  created 
by  the  w  ''dom  fo  ea  "ht,  and  pol  y  of  the  greatest  and  n  ost  "aga 
c  ous  rulers  of  ant  q  ty  The  ccmmun  i^t  on  w  tii  In!  t  by  sei, 
cl  sed  the  oil  iven  e  bj  wh  h  the  wealtl  of  the  tiat  h  1 
sjar  ugly  adm  nste  el  tt  the  wints  ot  Eirope  The  cii^^o  ot  the 
shi  o  er  vhelmed  the  bid  f  thecauol  tlohghwayho  had  wo  n 
was  returned  to  the  wilderness,  and  the  opulent  cities,  which  bad 
arisen  by  its  sides,  were  abandoned  to  decay  and  forgetfulne's 

And,  irom  beyond  the  awfiil  barriers  of  old  existences,  the  colossal 
shadow,  which  had  obscurely  told  of  the  coming  of  a  young  world, 
grew  into  glowing  life,  and  as  it  beckoned  to  the  old,  offering  more 
than  fancy  had  pictured  to  hope,  familiar  things  were  disdainfully 
cast  aside,  and  the  quickened  impulses  of  humanity  turned  to  the  new 
and  distant  revelation. 

Commerce  dated  its  new  birth  from  these  discoveries.     The  whole 
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earth  lay  open  to  enterprise,  and  the  danger  was  eagerly  courted,  that 
had  before  been  carefully  and  superstitions]  y  avoided. 

Three  centuries  have  scarcely  passed  since  this  great  change,  and 
its  effect  ia  felt  in  every  region  of  the  globe.  It  has  cohered  America 
with  the  population  of  Europe,  extended  civilized  dominion  over  a 
large  part  of  Asia,  and  is  spreading  through  every  island  of  the  Pa- 
cific. It  awakened  England  to  what  she  is,  and  developed  the  com- 
mercial power  on  which  her  greatness  and  success  are  founded. 

Long  after  the  importance  of  commerce  had  been  recognized  in 
other  countries,  the  people,  now  the  most  mercantile  of  the  earth, 
neglected  the  occupation  which  has  mainly  contributed  to  their  ele- 
vation. 

Tacitus  mentions  London  as  die  chief  residence  of  merchants,  and 
the  gi'eat  mart  of  trade  and  commerce.  Yet,  before  the  charier  of 
Kannymede,  foreign  merchants  were  permitted  to  visit  England  only 
duiiug  the  period  of  public  fairs,  and  were  restricted  to  a  residence  of 
forty  days.  Afterward,  a  German  company  monopolized  the  trade  of 
the  country  for  several  centuries,  and  its  membeis  were  regularly 
locked  up  at  night,  getting  comfort  for  the  indignity,  by  keeping  the 
whole  foreign  commerce  of  the  kingdom  to  themselves. 

The  discovery  of  the  Portugese  navigator  excited  that  commercial 
spirit  which  has  given  to  Great  Britain  her  Indian  possessions,  and 
expanded  the  doubtful  expedition  of  a  few  adventurers  to  a  dominion 
that  has  turned  the  conquered  into  instruments  of  conquest,  and  made 
hostihty  tributary  to  its  extension ;  that  converts  invasion,  or  re- 
bellion, into  useful  assistants,  and,  like  the  clamorous  daughters  of 
the  horseleech,  its  thirst  is  not  assuaged,  nor  its  tenacity  relaxed  by 
repletion.  The  subjugation  of  India,  by  a  company  of  merchants, 
who,  ftom  a  dark  and  dingy  street  of  London,  sent  out  decrees  of  life 
and  death  to  kingdoms  and  princes,  and  built  up  an  empire  which 
shames  the  wondera  of  enchantment,  might  in  itself  offer  ample  ma- 
terial to  illustrate  the  influence  of  commerce  on  the  fortunes  of  man- 
kind. But  the  subject  ia  too  fiiiitftil  and  widely  extended  for  more 
than  a  passing  allusion.*     It  is  one  of  the  many  wonders  that  com- 

*  That  the  East  India  Company,  at  an  earlj  age  of  its  BxisKnCG,  entBrtained 
a  due  oOiiaidaratiou  for  the  dignity  of  eommerce,  in  evident  from  the  bearing 
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merce  has  wrought  for  England,  and  the  most  valued  of  them  all  is 
the  diacoyery  she  has  made,  that  her  b^t  interests  are  promoted  hy 
peace.  She  has  grown  wiae  with  yeai's,  and  her  combativenese  does 
not  exhibit  itself  now  on  tri\nal  occasions.  In  the  spirit  of  cWvahy, 
she  fanned  and  fed  the  wai>flaine  against  Napoleon,  and  did  not  think 
of  her  poctet  until  the  overthrow  of  her  advei'sary.  She  got  hy  it 
fame  ami  d^bt,  and,  (hirty-four  years  after  her  "  crowning  mercy," 
which  was  to  perpetuate  legitimacy,  a  nephew  of  her  great  enemy 
was  the  elected  luler  of  France.  ■  She  said  notbiug.  She  felt  that  she 
had  bad  fighting  enough  for  others,  and  philosophically  took  things 
as  they  came ;  knowing  there  was  nothing  to  be  made  by  inter- 
ference, and  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  her  what  dynasty  came 
uppeiniost,  in  the  rather  frequent  gyrations  of  her  neighbor's  political 
wheel,  dethroned  kings  and  disgraced  ministers  seek  an  asylum 
with  her.  They  are  welcome  to  any  thing  they  can  buy,  while  they 
stay,  and  may  go  back  when  they  can,  but  not  with  the  aid  of  her 
ships,  soldiers,  or  money, 

Nor  is  she  inclined  to  quairel  with  her  somewhat  impertinent  and 
belligerent  offspring,  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  She  has  had  oppor- 
tunities when,  in  the  olden  time,  it  would  have  been  thought  neces- 
sary to  have  appeased  affronted  honor  with  fire  and  sword.  There 
haye  been  Aroostook  on  the  east,  and  Oregon  on  the  west ;  there 
haye  been  commotions  in  her  proyinces,  planned  and  fomented  hy 
demagogues  beyond  her  jurisdiction,  but  she  preferred  to  negotiate 
rather  than  fight,  and  remonstrance  instead  of  retaliation.  She  knew 
that  the  bombardment  of  New  York  or  Boston  would  not  advance 
her  system  of  free  trade,  and  that  she  could  not  make  markets  for  Lei 

of  Sir  Joeiah  Child,  the  able  manager  of  the  aflaJra  of  the  eompany  at  home, 
during  part  of  the  relgna  of  Charles  U.  and  Jamoa  H. 

Mr.  Vaux,  the  tnantigar  in  India,  on  heing  exhorted  "  to  act  with  yigor,  and 
to  carry  whatever  iOBtnidaonB  iia  might  reoaive  from  home  into  immediate 
effect,"  answered,  "  that  he  should  endeavor  to  acquit  himaeif  with  integrity 
and  j'nstioe,  and  would  mate  the  laws  of  his  country  the  rule  of  his  conduct." 
Sir  Josiah  Child  replied,  and  "told  Mr.  Vaux  roundly,  that  he  expeolad  Mi  or- 
ders were  to  be  his  mles,  and  not  the  laws  of  England,  which  were  a  heap  of 
nonaeneo,  compiled  by  a  tfew  ignorant  country  genUcmon,  who  liardly  knew  liow 
to  make  laws  for  the  good  government  of  their  own  private  femllies,  much  Icta 
for  the  reguiafing  of  companies  and  fbreign  commerce." 
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productions  by  destroying  or  ill-treating  the  consumera.  Any  toan- 
sient  satisfeotion  was  a  small  condderation,  when  weighed  with  its 
consequencea,  and  the  long  years  of  hostile  feeling  which  would  ensue 
from  mutually  inflicted  injuries. 

The  patience  and  good-will  she  manifested,  were  no  indications  of 
doubt  or  weakness.  Her  old  age  is  not  one  of  decrepitude,  and  there 
is  no  want  of  vigor  in  the  arm  that  has  sustained  or  controlled  Eu- 
rope. Her  strength  has  never  been  greater  than  it  now  is,  and  the 
consdoiiaaeas  of  her  power  can  well  enable  her  to  be  generous.  She 
need  not  fear  what  may  be  said  of  her,  for  her  past  history  shows 
what  she  has  done,  and  her  present  resources  what  she  can  do.  But 
she  has  tried  glory  ia  all  its  phases,  and  has  found  that  it  does  not 
pay.  The  tiuth  has  dawned  on  her,  that  negotiation  is  more  avail- 
able than  militaiy  tactics,  and  that  protocols  are  more  efEcient  than 
grape  and  canister ;  that  a  nation,  like  an  individual,  conquers  by  for- 
bearance, and  that  it  is  sage  economy  to  save  her  powder,  and  sel^ 
her  piece  goods. 

There  is,  however,  method  in  her  generosity,  and  it  expands  or  con 
tracts  with  circumstances.  There  is  nothing  impnlaive  in  it ;  for  it 
considers  well  the  influence  it  may  have  on  Manchester  and  Birming- 
ham, and  it  does  not  commit  itaelf  if  there  is  danger  of  interrupting 
the  shuttle,  or  reducma;  the  iiirnace  fue.  Nor  is  the  star  of  peace  in 
the  ascendant,  when  the  ij  plication  of  cannon-shot  can  best  serve  her 
merchant  ships  abroad  oi  her  manufactories  at  homo.  It  was  ex- 
pedient that  her  India  opium  should  continue  to  enter  China,  for 
Sycee  silver  was  a  very  i,omfoitaUe  thing  to  assist  her  in  her  projeots 
of  annexation  up  the  Indus  and  Irawadi,  and  along  the  Ghauts  of  the 
Himalaya,  Her  experience  had  informed  her  that  she  made  rather 
an  indifferent  figure  with  Chinese  diplomacy  ;  that,  by  talking  and 
writing,  she  would  get  nothing  but  cool  contempt,  enveloped  in  most 
courteona  phraseology ;  that  oriental  metaphor  was  an  overmatch  for 
her  "  distinguished  consideration,"  and  that  she  and  her  opponent 
might  travel  on  forever,  like  parallel  lines  of  geometry,  "being  every- 
where equidistant,  and  having  no  inclination  to  each  other."  This 
was  a  decided  case  where  something  could  be  made  by  hard  knocks, 
and  they  were  ^ven.  with  a  vigor  and  profusion  that  confounded  a 
people  unaccustomed  to  wholesale  butchery,  and  to  the  curious  con- 
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trivauces  by  wHch  Christians  manage  to  get  rid  of  each  other.  They 
concluded,  therefore,  to  smoke  opium.  But  their  comphance  did  not 
preclude  an  ethical  commentary  on  the  purity  of  an  operation,  which 
increases  the  revenue  of  one  nation  by  introducing  beggary  and 
idiocy  to  another. 

Even  unto  the  present  day  do  the  followers  of  Confucius  ponder 
over  this  strange  enigma,  and  the  obtuseneas  of  their  pagan  compre- 
hensions has  hitherto  prevented  them  from  discovering  the  consistency 
between  the  words  of  the  British  missionary,  and  the  deeds  of  the 
British  soldier. 

Poetry  has  said — 

"  A  IJme  there  ww,  eta  Eugttmd's  griefs  began, 
When  every  rood  of  ground  maiutain'd  lis  man." 

But  plain  prose  has  not  oondescended  to  enlighten  us  in  relation  to 
that  feet,  and  it  might  puzzle  anliquaiian  and  geogi-aphei-  to  indicate 
the  precise  when  and  where  of  that  desirable  consummation.  Wiatr 
ever  may  have  been  the  state  of  things  under  the  patriarchal  guar- 
dianship of  the  Druids,  is  a  matter  for  inquiry  and  conjecture.  But 
from  that  time  down  to  the  present,  it  would  be  difficult  to  define  the 
period  when  England  was  free  from  sorrow,  or  when  the  poet's  modi- 
cum of  real  property  sufficed  for  even  the  frugal  wants  of  our  fore- 
fathers. 

There  have  been  good  times  for  some  in  the  motherland,  through 
all  her  destinies.  The  Saxon  thane  enjoyed  himself  without  asking  if 
the  brass-collar  galled  the  neck  of  his  tin-all ;  and  the  Norman  baron 
saw  no  grief  in  the  land,  when  rebellion  did  not  call  him  to  the  sad- 
dle. There  are  good  times  still  for  wealth  and  station.  The  lordly 
inheritor  of  a  hundred  thousand  acres  is  not  tj-oubled  by  the  cargoes 
of  human  wretchedness  seehmg  in  a  strange  land  the  "rood  of 
ground"  denied  tbem  at  homa  Squalid  poverty  may  not  pass  the 
Park  gate,  and  the  moans  of  hunger  do  not  ruffie  the  tranquiUity  that 
dwells  amid  the  old  ancestral  oaks.  The  cry  of  "  bread  or  blood,"  if 
ominous,  is  famt,  for  lack  of  food,  and  dies  away  at  the  flash  of  bay- 
onet and  saber. 

But  things  have  changed  somewhat  in  England.  Her  pulse,  now, 
is  to  be  felt  east  of  Temple  Bav.     The  noble  and  merchant  come  to- 
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getter,  and  ihe  temporal  concerns  of  (he  former  improve  by  the 
acquaintance.  There  is  a  solid,  tangible  availability  in  tie  counting- 
house,  which  eECourages  fortunes  leaning  toward  decay.  Bsnk- 
ruptciea  are  not  confined  to  trade.  Aristocratic  names  get  into  the 
gazette,  and  the  auctioneer's  signal  Langs  over  the  armorial  eacutcheon. 
The  west  end,  in  its  perplexity,  looks  implotingly  to  fie  city,  and 
commerce  is,  at  least,  respected  for  its  results. 

Great  Britain  and  these  "United  Statea  are  now  tie  great  commei'- 
cial  nations  of  the  eaith,  and  the  intercourse  between  them  is  the 
strongest  evidence  of  the  power  of  the  bond  that  unites  them.  It  has 
gradually  effaced  old  prejudices,  and  is  making  both  unmindful  of 
whatever  may  be  painful  in  the  past.  There  was  war,  which  left  its 
d^olating  impression,  not  merely  in  the  outwaid  sufterings  it  caused, 
which  could  find  allevialjon  in  the  redeeming  fertihty  of  determined 
will  and  inexhaustible  resources,  but  in  tie  spirit  of  tiiumph  or  vexar 
tion,  which  fed  vain-glory,  or  brooded  over  anticipated  vengeance. 
Tten,  as  a  calm  crept  over  tie  troubled  waters,  came  tie  cockney 
with  his  scrap-book,  to  note  down  the  nakei^ness  of  the  land,  and  U> 
expose  the  misery  of  a  people  who  had  neither  king  nor  established 
church;  who  could  not  be  made  to  appreciate  tie  importance  of 
privileged  orders,  and  did  not  sit  after  their  meridian  meal  over  a 
decoction  of  logwood. 

There  were,  to  be  sure,  many  things  said  of  us  too  true  to  be  tol- 
erated, and  the  more  closely  we  were  fitted,  the  more  we  fretted.  It 
was  not  satisfactory  t«  hear  that  we  had  imperfections,  and  we  were 
annoyed  that  the  impertinence  of  strangers  should  make  us  acquainted 
witi  facts  we  were  not  likely  to  discover  ourselves.  But,  at  last. 
Bow  Bells  rang  out  all  the  changes,  and  the  racinesa  degenerated  into 
tiresome' monotony.  We  became  too  common,  and  books  would  not 
sell,  Readei-s  came  and  judged  for  themselves ;  tie  smoke  of  tie 
steamer  clouded  our  harbors ;  the  London  newspaper  became  a  famil- 
iar thing,  and  was  placed  on  our  tables  with  the  regularity  of  an 
Inland  mail.  Steam,  that  great  civiJizer,  has  drawn  together  two 
nations,  whose  natural  and  enduring  alliance  is  on  a  nobler  foundation 
than  that  of  interest,  and  made  them  forget  trifling  distJnctio'ja  in  the 
great  chai'aeteristics  common  to  both. 
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The  commeree  of  Europe  has  lecened  an  impulse,  during  a  con- 
liuued  peite  that  has  had  aa  effect  on  character  which  will  survive 
iny  tempoiary  snipension  aod  produce  important  and  permanent 
conieqiipccps.  It  h^  hid  to  contend  with  every  ohstacle,  and  to 
oveta)me  public  opinion  by  a  demoustiition  of  iti  capaoity  to  austMn 
and  increase  nitionil  pt  ispentj  It  recommenced  its  almost  arrested 
coufse  when  a  long  peiiod  of  ceaseless  war  had  paralyzed  honest  in- 
dustry, and  every  energy  had  been  devoted  to  the  calling  that  was 
alone  thought  honorable.  The  path  to  distinction  was  over  ike  neg- 
lected earth,  where  the  trampled  vineyard  and  uncultivated  corn-field 
told  of  violence  and  oppression.  Aiabition  calculated  ils  chances,  as 
it  bivouacked  in  the  unroofed  factory,  or  by  the  blackened  walls  of 
the  warehouse  riddled  by  halls.  Advancement  rose  with  the  smoke 
of  battle,  and  ji^yous  youth  found  the  realization  of  hope,  as  it  grasped 
at  rank  or  ribbon  over  the  unbuiied  dead.  Fame,  honor,  gloiy,  the 
talismanic  words  with  which  crime  lures  folly,  left  their  mutilated 
victims  to  howl  out  their  agony  to  the  night  air ;  or  to  crawl,  with 
mingled  prayer  and  blasphemy,  within  such  shelter  of  church  or 
mansion  as  shot  and  shell  had  spared  for  the  torn  fragments  and 
handiwork  of  Chiiatian  men.  The  conscript  boy,  with  his  mother's 
teal's  hardly  diy  on  Lis  cheek,  entered  on  the  game  of  empire.  The 
wand  of  the  magician  touched  him,  and  all  forgotten  stood  the  clay- 
walled  cottage,  with  his  young  sisters  mourning  for  the  lost  one  in 
their  desolate  home.  For  him,  the  past,  with  its  humble  i-eoollections, 
had  no  charm  ;  hut,  at  the  clang  of  the  trumpet  and  roll  of  the  drum, 
there  dawned  the  gorgeous  future,  offering  the  valued  gifts  of  earth 
for  the  cheapest  and  moat  common  quality  of  earth's  children.  Bull- 
headed  bravery  was  the  solvent,  in  the  alchemic  process,  which  might 
transmute  the  knife  of  the  vine-dresser  into  a  jeweled  sceptr^  and  the 
peasant's  frock  to  impeiial  purple.  In  the  forced  march,  where  men 
dropped  dead  from  weaiiness;  by  the  watch-fire,  where  hunger 
gnaSved,  and  comrades  struggled  and  fought  each  other  for  a  place  to 
thaw  their  limbs ;  in  the  day  of  combat^  over  the  pale,  upturned  faces 
of  those  who,  the  hour  ago,  shared  hopes  and  perils ;  still  floated  be- 
fore him  the  decoys  which  toled  him  on.  Through  the  blood-red 
cloud  of  war  theie  sparkled  on  his  vision  the  cross  of  honor,  the  mar- 
aha,rs  baton,  tJie  kingly  crown.     The  wrecks  of  humanity  lay  thickly 
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strewed  along  tlie  black  track  of  conquest,  but  his  seared  lieait  recked 
not  of  piilaged  towns  and  flaming  villages,  where  houseless  women 
and  starving  children  ojwered  over  ruins.  He  could  not  stop  in  his 
career  to  lament  over  ita  eaaential  elements. 

This  phantom  of  military  gloiy  brooded  over  Europe.  All  nations 
were  attracted  by  the  glitter  that  concealed  its  spectral  form.  The 
youth,  whose  tastes  and  wishes  would  have  led  him  to  peaceful  occu- 
pations, dared  not  expose  his  tamenesa  to  tlie  deiision  and  scorn  of 
hia  companions.  He  must  forfeit  their  regard,  or  take  to  the  trade 
of  blood.  The  breath  of  life  was  in  broil  aiid  battle,  and  war  was 
looked  upon  as  a  thing  of  course,  which  was  neither  ta  be  avoided, 
nor  deplored. 

When  Basi!  Hall  was  duped  at  tlie  Loo  Choo  Idands,  wheie  he 
was  made  to  believe,  by  his  waggish  friends,  th»t  thiy  hid  neithpr 
weapons  nor  money,  and  that  punishments  were  unknown  to  them, 
he  unburdened  himself  of  his  marvelous  discovery  to  Napoleon,  at 
St.  Helena.  "  What,"  said  the  emperor,  "  no  weapons  3  You  mean, 
they  have  no  cannon,  no  muskets,  they  are  unacquainted  with  gun- 
powder ;  but  they  have  bows  and  arrows !"  "  Wo,  they  have  nothing 
of  the  kind  "  "  They  have  certiialy  ipears  and  swords  "  "  No  they 
have  no  arms  uhitever  '  "  No  tims  ?"  exdauned  the  old  •^oHicr 
"why,  hon  then  do  they  fight  ^  The  credulous  iulor  doubtless 
heard  ajmilat  expressions  of  ait  nifchment  at  home  when  he  related 
his  Arcadian  expencneea.  The  Royal  Exchange  and  Leadenhall 
stieet  would  'ihuddei  at  the  notjjn  of  no  money  and  theie  would  be 
alarm  "  where  merchants  most  do  congregate  it  the  thought  ot  such 
irregularity  in  the  order  of  the  universe  And  how  ati>m  ju'.tice  with 
uplifted  hands,  would  wonder  it  the  heithcn  anomalj  cf  no  pumsh 
ments !  What  a  fearful  precedent  for  the  good  old  system,  whose  at- 
tribute is  vengeance  1  And  what  would  become  of  the  array  of  terror, 
by  which  the  machinery  of  criminal  law  is  kept  in  motion  3  The  wig 
of  the  ermined  judge  would  tremble,  as,  with  bloodless  face,  he  should 
in  fancy  see  the  dreadful  innovation  upsetting  tjme-honored  usages, 
weakening  the  well-kept  memories  of  Tyburn,  and  destroying  the 
realities  of  Newgate ;  knocking  at  the  Old  Bailey  with  the  announce- 
ment, that  the  hangman's  occupation's  gone  ;  that  the  convict-ship 
should  not  burden  ocean  with  its  load  of  shame  and  suffering;  that 
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society  must  not  create  victims  for  its  own  sacrifices ;  tliat  neglect 
should  not  nurse  sin  and  soitow  to  feed  its  revenge. 

The  exclamation  of  Napoleon  came  from  the  impulse  of  one  who 
regai'ded  war  as  the  natural  state  of  being,.and  who  had  never  had 
time  to  look,  on  men  as  other  than  materials  wJtlt  which  to  work 
militaj'j  combinations.  His  life  had  been  one  continued  effort  to 
extend  dominion  or  to  preserve  it,  and  the  aggressions  of  others,  or 
bis  own,  had  given  him  fwth  in  no  agent  but  the  sword.  During 
his  captivity,  when  he  cilmly  looked  biet  on  his  troubled  careei', 
and  spoke  with  a  philosophj  that  will  heieafter  contribute  to  a  just 
estimate  of  hia  charactei,  he  alluded  to  his  continental  system,  as  a 
measure  occasioned  by  wai  and  tempoiary  expediency,  and  expressed 
hia  belief  that  the  stagnation  ot  toitjgn  trade,  during  his  reign,  arose 
ont  of  the  accidents  of  the  time,  and  would  have  been  relieved  by  a 
brief  inteiTal  of  peace.  But  the  war  that  desolated  Europe  admitted 
no  calculations  for  the  advantage  of  mankind.  The  two  gi'eat  nations 
which  led  the  desperate  conflict,  each  scorned  an  interval  of  carnage 
that  was  not  bought  by  the  humilntion  ot  the  other.  Every  measure 
adopted  seemed  intended  to  provoke  letaliat  m  aui  the  only  motive 
of  action  in  either  was  what  could  most  pffectually  counteract  the 
advance  of  her  opponent.  Humanity  w^  lost  m  dennnciation  and 
doom,  Deep  called  unto  deep,  not  m  low  mu  mui-s,  but  with  tempest 
and  lashing  wave. 

There  has  been  an  onward  and  i  pnai  i  p  gress  in  Europe  duiing 
the  last  tliirty  years.  The  energy  thit  was  demoted  to  war  baa  been 
turned  to  the  arts  of  peace,  and  the  evil  pass  ous  ot  a  destJTietive  age 
have  given  way  to  a  spirit  that  baa  courted  competition  only  in  the 
benevolent  work  of  improvement  Nations  aie  forgetting  that  they 
have  met  as  foes ;  the  familiarity  of  commer  lal  mteroourse  baa  given 
them  new  impulses,  and  taught  them  thit  there  ai'c  higher  glories 
than  those  of  the  battle-field.  The  tune  baa  past  when  language,  or 
dress,  or  boundary-Hnes,  necessarily  made  enemies,  and  men  of  various 
nations  now  meet  together  endeared  to  each  otlier  by  their  wants  and 
the  facilities  which  contribute  to  their  gratification.  The  story  of 
ancient  diflerences  can  be  discussed  with  calmness,  and  the  pulse  is 
not  quickened  by  its  memories.  Old  jealouaes  have  subsided  in  the 
communion  of  peaceful  occupations,  and  those  who  onee'encoui'aged 


.y  Google 


IMPODLCTORX   E-iSAT  WXVU 

a  savage  hatred  that  eitiogu  shtd  human  feeling  now  find  in  the 
amicable  relations  of  tiai«  the  I  nd  of  union  inl  symjathy  which 
anses  fiom  miitm\  dependence  Jhn  h-»s  tumel  his  icgenmty  to 
the  good  of  his  Und  ind  l^hel  he  once  invented  rockets  pitanted 
bomb  shells  mads  impovement*  in  ii-tiUery  and  weaiied  his  biaiu 
to  discovei  how  the  g  eitest  numbei  of  his  tellows  could  be  killel  in 
the  ieast  given  time,  he  directs  his  genius,  and  applies  his  science,  to 
the  advancement  and  welfare  of  humanity.  He  makes  the  elements 
subservient  to  his  wishes,  and,  by  abridging  distances,  brings  races 
and  nations  into  friendly  neighborhood.  He  narrows  oceans  with 
the  steamship,  and,  binding  the  earth  with  bars  of  iron,  he  sends  his 
chariots  of  fire  on  their  eiTsnds  of  kindness. 

This  bringing  men  togetJier  by  easiness  of  communication  has,  per- 
haps, contiibuted  more  than  any  thing  to  soften  the  asperities  and 
allay  the  prejudices  nouiished  by  years  of  hostility: 

The  great  Continental  Fdrs  add  their  salutaiy  influence,  and  bring 
from  every  quarter  the  activity  and  intelligence  of  mercantile  enter- 
prise. On  the  spot  where,  within  the  last  half  century,  all  Europe  in 
arms  contended  fo(  ^.vereignty,  the  manufacturer  and  ti'ader  collect 
their  wares,  and  the  bookseller  his  volumes,  for  the  great  periodica! 
gathering  Wheie  German,  and  Muscovite,  and  Gaul  met  in  mortal 
conflict,  shouting  tlieir  war  cues  in  streets  barricaded  with  dead  men, 
and  by  swollen  nvers,  enmsoned  with  life-blood,— the  suns  of  tie 
combatant's  assemble  in  trinqml  fellowship,  to  traffic  with  each 
other,  to  get  wisdom  iitm  the  sad  history  of  ihe  past,  and  to  forget 
the  quariels  of  their  lathers  m  the  kindly  courtesies  of  an  advanced 
civilization 

This  taste  for  lommeice  has  been  the  result  of  peace.  It  has  af- 
fected the  most  maiti-d  petple,  and  the  current  of  public  feeling  is 
now  utterly  opposed  to  wai  fjr  national  aggrandizement,  or  for  the 
poor  bauble  called  glory  It  may  be  waged  to  maintaiu  rights,  or  to 
destroy  them,  but  the  stiife  is  between  kings  and  subjects,  and  the 
veiy  earnestness  of  the  latter  springs  from  the  determination  to  secure 
a  freedom  of  which  they  have  ascertained  the  value  in  their  iudusti-ial 
occupations.  The  prestige  of  militaiy  life  is  wearing  away,  and  a  new 
generation  of  men  has  found  that  honor  and  respectability  may  equally 
belong  to  all  professions. 


.y  Google 


XXXVm  INTRODCCTOltY   ESgAT. 

The  prevalent  opinion  that  there  was  something  derogatory  in 
trade,  was  exemplified  in  a  distiaguished  Biitish  state&man,  at  tts 
Congi'ess  of  Vienna,  who  asserted,  in  presence  of  tie  representatives 
of  Europe,  that  England  was  not  dependent  on  commerce.  This  waa 
intended  as  an  oflset  to  the  sneer  of  Napoleon  against  the  "  nation  of 
traders,"  and  at'ose  from  a  desire  to  "  sink  the  shop,"  before  the  plumed 
and  epauletted  array,  ■which  dazzled  and  bewildered  the  civilian  into 
an  ungrateful  forgetfiilness  of  the  veiy  class,  without  whose  aid  empe- 
rom  and  kings,  if  suffered  to  retain  powei-  at  all,  would  have  dwindled 
to  provincial  governors, 

Byron  said, 

"Ifoomm    06  fill   th       ra      h     li^  tlia  bniia ;" 

and  yrt  li    h        If  b       I  t    ed  the  peril  by  trafflcMng  hia 

own  ve  es  w  th  th  ft  th  t  w  111  done  credit  to  Baiilie  Nicol 
Jarvie,  d  an  tte  t  n  to  d  tail  h  h  n  ght  have  won  the  heart  of 
Tim  Li  k  te  Itiss^t  t  t  7  fl  ot  that  his  practice  refnted 
his  the  7  d  th  t  dn  n  h  p  >  g  n,  at  the  highest  market 
rates,  ft    th    p     eed     f  h  Ited  in  no  apparent  diminu- 

tion of  h  t    ess,       1  fh    f     1  ty  w  th  which  he  continued  to 

get  up  f    k      t    d       d     t  1  th  t  h  8  own  cerebral  organ  had 

not  bee  b      Ibyjvau     j      t     s. 

As  a  bfth  tlitl  p  tability  of  commerce,  refer- 
ence m  ght  b  mid  to  th  m  h  t  S  1  mon,  and  it  is  not  wiitten 
that  hia  d  w  mp-a  d  by  h  t  d  to  Ophir,  or  his  gentihty 
doubted  ns  i      ce    f  h  t  [  editions  to  Tarshish. 

The  commerce  of  our  own  countiy  is  coextensive  with  the  globe. 
We  are  thoroughly  a  mercantile  people.  We  have  vexed  questions 
of  tariff  and  free-trade ;  but,  whatever  are  our  opinions  on  them,  there 
can  be  no  one  opposed  to  the  just  maintenance  and  protection  of  what 
involves  the  interest  of  manufacturer  and  merchant,  aod  gives  the 
farmer  an  inducement  to  labor  beyond'  necessity,  by  offering  him 
means  to  dispose  of  his  surplus. 

All  classes,  with  us,  are  connected  with  commerce,  and  are  in  some 
way  interested  in  its  welfetre.  There  is  gloom  over  society  when  the 
ship  stops  too  long  at  the  wharf,  and  the  prices  current  manifest  de- 
pression,    Anxiety  is  not  confined  to  faces  on  "  'change."     There  are 
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haggard  looks  among  laboring  men  wanting  work,  and  the  stilhicsa 
in  the  shop  of  the  mechanic  denotes  tlie  state  of  ti'ade.  The  mill- 
wheel  groans  at  half  speed ;  the  mule  woiks  lazily ;  the  crowded 
warehouse  will  not  admit  another  yard,  and  the  stockholder  consoles 
himself  for  no  dividends,  by  abusing  govevament.  But  the  ship  has 
hauled  into  the  stream,  and  the  sailor  heaves  cheerily  at  the  anchor. 
The  merchant  moves  briskly,  and  looks  as  though  chancery  had  al- 
ways been  a  mythical  conception.  The  hard-featured  bank  smiles 
grimly  as  it  loosens  its  stringent  gripe,  and  the  original  phrase  of 
"tightness  in  the  money  mai-ket"  is  dropped  for  a  season.  There  is 
stir  and  bustle  in  the  street;  the  sound  of  the  saw  and  hammer  ia 
heard  again ;  manufacturing  stock  loots  up  at  the  brokefs'  board, 
and  the  government  is  not  so  very  bad,  after  all. 

The  American  merchant  is  a  type  of  this  restless,  adventurous, 
onward  going  race  and  people.  He  sends  his  merchandise  all  over 
the  earth;  stocks  eveiy  market ;  makes  wants  that  he  may  supply 
them ;  covers  the  New  Zealander  with  Southern  cotton  woven  in 
H^orthern  looms ;  builds  blocks  of  stores  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  ; 
swaps  with  the  Feejee  cannibal ;  sends  the  whale-ship  among  the 
icebergs  of  tie  poles,  or  to  wander  in  solitary  seas,  till  the  log-book 
tells  the  tedious  sameness  of  years,  and  boys  become  men ;  gives  the 
ice  of  a  northern  winter  to  the  torrid  zone,  piles  up  Fresh  Pond  ou 
the  banks  of  the  Hoogly,  gladdens  the  sunny  savannahs  of  the 
dreamy  South,  and  makes  life  tolerable  in  the  bungalow  of  an  Indian 
jungle.  The  lakes  of  New  England  awake  to  life  by  the  rivers  of 
the  sultry  East,  and  the  antipodes  of  earth  come  in  contact  at  this 
"meeting  of  the  waters."  The  white  canvas  of  the  American  ship 
glances  in  every  nook  of  every  ocean.  Scarcely  has  the  slightest 
intimation  come  of  some  obscure,  unknown  corner  of  a  remote  sea, 
when  the  captain  is  consulting  his  charts,  in  full  career  for  the 
"  terra  incognita." 

The  American  shipmaster  is  an  able  coadjutor  of  the  merchant. 
He  is  as  intelligent  in  trade  as  in  navigation,  and  combines  all  the 
requisite  of  seaman  and  commercial  agent.  He  serves  his  rough 
apprenticeship  in  the  forecastle,  and  enters  the  cabin  door  through 
many  a  hard  gale  and  weary  night-watch.  His  anxieties  commence 
with  his  promotion.    Eesponsibility  is  upon  him.    Life,  and  character. 
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and  fortune  depend  on  b.ia  skill  and  vigilance.  lie  miug'les  with  men 
of  all  nations,  gathers  ii^ovmation  in  al!  climes,  maintains  the  mari- 
time repiatation  of  his  country,  and  shows  his  model  of  naval  archi- 
f«ctitre  wherever  there  is  sunshine  sad  salt  sea.  He  has  hooks,  and 
he  reads  tlicm.  He  hears  strange  languages,  and  he  leama  them.  His 
honis  of  leisure  are  ^yea  to  cultivation,  and  prepare  him  for  well- 
earned  ease  and  respectability,  in  those  halcyon  days  to  come,  so 
earnestly  looked  for,  when  he  shall  hear  the  roaring  wind  and  pelting 
rain  about  his  rural  home,  and  shall  not  feel  called  upon  to  watch 
,  the  storm. 

What  has  commerce  done  for  the  world,  that  its  hiatoiy  should  be 
explored,  its  philosophy  illustiated,  its  claim  advanced  among  the 
influences  which  impel  civilization  ? 

It  has  enabled  man  to  avail  himself  of  the  peouUarities  of  climate 
or  position,  to  make  that  division  of  labor  which  tends  to  equahze 
society,  to  distribute  the  productions  of  earth,  and  to  teach  the  benefit 
of  kindly  dependence.  It  unites  distant  branches  of  tlie  human  fam- 
ily, cultivates  the  relation  between  them,  encourages  na  interest  In 
each  other,  and  promotes  that  brotherly  feeling  which  is  the  strongest 
guaranty  of  pei'manent  fiiendship.  People  differing  in  creed,  in  lan- 
guage, in  dress,  in  customs,  are  brought  in  contact,  to  find  how  much 
there  is  universal  to  them  all,  and  fo  improve  their  condition  by  sup- 
plying the  wants  of  one  fi'om  the  abundanc*  of  tlie  other.  The 
fi-iendly  intercourse  created  by  commerce  is  slowly  but  surely  revo- 
lutionizing the  earth.  There  was  a  lime  when  men  met  only  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  there  was  but  one  name  for  stranger  and  enemy. 
Now,  wherever  a  ship  can  float,  the  various  emblems  of  sovereignty 
intermingle  in  hamiony,  and  the  sons  of  commerce,  the  wide  world 
thi'ough,  in  consulting  their  own  interests,  advance  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity and  peace. 

In  looking  for  the  mighty  influences  that  control  the  progress  of 
the  human  race,  the  vision  of  man.  ranges  within  the  scope  of  his  own 
ephemeral  existence,  and  he  censures  the  justice  which  is  steadfastly 
pursuing  its  course  through  the  countless  ^;es.  We  turn  away  be- 
wildered by  the  calamities  which  extinguish  nationality  in  blood,  and 
give  to  the  iron  hand  fetters  forged  for  the  pattiot.     Let  him  who 
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desponds  for  humanity,  and  mourns  for  faith  misplaced,  for  hopes  be- 
trayed, for  expectations  unrealized,  look  back.  Has  revolution  and 
cliange  done  nothing  3  Is  there  no  advance  from  kingly  prert^atire 
and  priestly  intolerance ;  no  improvement  on  feudal  tenure  t  The 
end  is  not  yet  Let  the  downcast  be  cheered,  for  the  Efemal  EJght 
watches  over  all,  and  it  moves  onward,  to  overcome  in  its  good  time. 
Among  the  great  agencies  by  which  the  wisdom  of  God  works 
out  the  problem  of  human  destiny,  the  subject  on  which  I  have  ad- 
dressed you  will  be  acknowledged,  whenever  ifs  philosophical  history 
shall  be  written. 

In  commencing,  it  was  intimated  that  the  Merchant  has  sometimes 
cldms  to  scholarship.  The  propoalion  may  be  reversed,  and  we  may 
inquire  whether  the  scholar  would  not  occasionally  consult  his  own 
welfeie,  by  adopting  an  active  piu'suit,  in  which  he  might  become 
distinguished,  instead  of  dining  to  mediocrity  in  a  high  profession 
amply  because  he  has  received  a  degi^ee  fiom  a  university,  and  feare 
that  he  might  fall  from  Brahmin  to  Pariah,  and  lose  caste  in  the 
descent  There  is  an  aristocracy  of  letters,  and  it  can  not  only  be 
borne,  but  regarded  with  reverence,  when  its  claims  are  founded  on 
intellectual  superiority,  or  acquisidon  of  knowledge  smpassing  that  of 
ordinary  men.  But  the  pride  that  can  not  read  its  diploma  without 
the  aid  of  grammar  and  diclioriary,  should  not  be  offended  at  the 
suggestion,  that  thei-e  ai'e  other  roads  to  success  than  through  the 
Court  Room,  Hospital,  or  Divinity  School.  Thei'e  is  esteem,  respect, 
veneration,  for  the  profound,  conscientious  lawyer,  the  skilhul,  seien- 
lifio  physician,  and  the  fearless,  tnith-telhng  minister  of  God.  They 
ai'e  "  all,  all  honorable  men  ;"  no  earthly  position  can  be  higher,  no 
sphere  of  usefulness  more  extensive.  But  it  is  another  thing  to  adopt 
a  profession,  merely  because  it  is  considered  respectable ;  to  be  a  nui- 
sance in  an  unswept  chamber,  garnished  with  dusty  newspapers,  and 
a  few  dog-eai'ed,  bilious  looking  volumes,  where  the  gaunt  spider 
holds  undisturbed  possession,  no  fratricidal  hand  ejecting  him  from 
his  cobweb  office,  for  thei'e  is  a  tacit  understanding  between  the  oc- 
cupants, and  they  practice  in  company,  with  that  bond  of  sympathy 
which  arises  from  kindred  employment;  or,  to  become  copartner 
with  death,  as  the  sulky  rattles  and  squeaks  on  the  highway,  with 
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barely  acquirement  enough  in  it  to  pass  for  doctor,  reputation  de- 
pending on  some  happy  blunder,  in  the  course  of  a  series  of  experi- 
ments instituted  on  the  ground  that  there  is  luck  in  many  tiials ;  or 
to  drag  heavily  along,  where  the  spirit  is  weak  and  tie  flesh  is  un^ 
willing,  tlie  six  days'  task,  a  labor  of  desperation,  reluctantly  worried 
through,  that  there  may  be  much  endurance  on  the  seventh. 

"  Ex  quovie  ligno,  noQ  fit  Meronriua." 

The  common  notion  that  a  collegiate  education  is  a  prepai'ation  for 
a  learned  profession  alone,  has  spoiled  many  a  good  carpenter,  done 
great  Injustice  to  the  sledge  and  anvil,  and  committed  fraud  on  the 
com  and  potato  field.  It  tui-ns  a  cold  shoulder  to  the  leather  apron, 
sust^na  Rob  Roy's  opinion  of  weavers  and  spinners,  looks  supereil- 
iously  on  trade,  and  has  an  umjualified  repugnance  for  every  thing 
that  requires  the  labor  of  hands'  as  well  as  head.  It  keeps  up  the 
absurdity,  that  the  fermer'a  son  should  not  return  to  the  plow,  that 
the  young  mechanic  must  not  again  wield  the  hammer,  and  that  four 
years  are  lost,  when  the  graduate  finds  himself  over  the  merchant's 
Letter-book,  instead  of  Blackstone's  Commentaries  ;  as  though  edu- 
cation could  not  he  useful  out  of  an  allotted  line,  and  would  not  com- 
pensate its  possessor,  whether  the  agn  over  his  door  proclaims  him 
shoemaker  or  attorney  at  law. 

He  is  wise  who,  discovering  for  what  he  is  qualified,  dares  do  what 
he  feels  he  can  do  well.  What  matters  it  that  a  strip  of  parchment 
attests  his  prescriptive  claim  to  scholastic  honors,  and  a  college  cata- 
logue wafts  his  name  to  posterity  ?  If  he  has  a  genius  for  making 
shoes,  or  laying  stone  wall,  let  him  make  shoes,  or  lay  stone  wall. 
Either  is  as  honorable  as  filling  writs,  prescribing  doses,  or  writing 
sermons  because  Sunday  is  coming. 

Experience  tells  us  that  power  does  not  grow  from  abstraction ; 
that  infinenee  is  not  dependent  on  place.  Every  village  has  its  Cassar. 
He  may  be  the  manufacturer,  the  store  or  tavern  keeper,  or  the  stage- 
driver;  sometimes,  but  more  rarely,  the  lawyer,  or  the  doctor,  not 
offen  now,  the  minister.  He  is,  generally,  the  man  of  action,  recom- 
mended, not  by  what  he  says,  but  by  what  he  does.  He  may  be 
distinguished  for  building  cotton  or  saw  mills,  contributing  to  public 
wants,  driving  four  ia  hand,  or  for  posseting  the  requisites  of  royalty 
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h.  mm  BMm  nt  of  that  institution,  and  being  good  at  rough, 
and      nbl       If  h     opinions  are  practical,  they  are  quoted,  and  he 

n  1  f  h  words  are  confirmed  bj  his  deeds.  The  boys  pro- 
n  un  h  a  f  u  u  and  the  matter  is  settled  beyond  appeal ;  im- 
n    liah  y  d  to  bim,  and  his  name  may,  possibly,  live  for  two 

n  Th       admiration  is  |^ven  to  the  strongest  points  of 

h  wh    h         so  indelibly  engraven  on  their  memories,  tliat, 

wh  n  h  y  >  n  men,  they  think  the  race  has  degenerated ;  for 
thej  never  meet,  in  after-life,  any  one  who  comes  up  to  their  young 
ideal,  so  completely  filled  by  the  great  man  of  their  birth-place.  In- 
deed, tlie  charm  of  first  impressions  gives  a  regard  for  the  minutest 
things  of  the  past,  never  to  be  renewed  in  iater  years,  and  makes  us, 
unconsciously,  unjust  to  tte  present.  The  sports  of  childhood  appear 
to  have  descended  to  unequal  hands,  and  skiii  and  vigor  to  have 
dwindled  away.  Boys  do  not  seem  to  run  as  fast,  swim  as  far,  or 
skate  as  dexterously  as  formerly.  Tbe  games  of  ball  and  mai-bles, 
like  painting  on  glass,  are,  to  be  sure,  continued,  but  the  glory  has 
departed.  It  is  well  for  the  village  hero  if  he  wears  his  laurels  con- 
tentedly, and  does  not  seek  for  more  extended  homage.  He  is  as 
important,  in  his  li2Dited  arena,  as  though  his  reign  spread  over  em- 
pires, and  the  trumpet  of  fame,  as  it  echoes  around  his  home,  may 
fall  with  more  haimony  on  his  ear,  than  though  its  thrilling  tones 
shook  the  nations.  But  if  his  ambition  leads  him  to  a  wider  range, 
and  he  looks  for  supremacy  where  men  mingle  in  masses,  he  finds 
the  thermometer  of  distinction  differently  graduated,  and  he  auks  to 
zero.  Greatness  is  relative.  There  is  another  standard.  Compet- 
itors abler  than  himself  are  "  as  plenty  as  blackberries,"  and  he  may 
read  the  fable  of  the  tilting  match  between  the  vessels  of  iron  and  of 
clay,  and  make  the  application. 


int,  perpetually  reiterated,  that  the  occupa- 
tions of  life  are  filled  to  overflowing ;  that  the  avenues  to  wealth  or 
distinction  aie  so  crowded  with  competitors,  that  it  is  hopeless  to 
endeavor  to  make  way  in  the  dense  and  jostling  masses.  This  de- 
sponding wai!  was  doubtless  heard  when  the  young  earth  had  scarcely 
commenced  her  cai'eer  of  glory,  and  it  wDl  be  dolefully  repeated  by 
future  generations  to  the  end  of  time.    Long  before  Cheops  had 
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planted  the  basement  stone  of  his  pyramid,  when  Sphinx  and  Colossi 
had  not  yet  been  fashioned  into  their  huge  existence,  and  the  un- 
touched quany  had  giren  out  neither  temple  nor  monument,  the 
young  E^plJan,  as  he  looked  along  the  Nile,  may  have  mourned  that 
he  was  horn  too  late.  Fate  had  done  him  injustice  in  withholding 
his  individual  being  till  the  destinies  of  man  wei'e  accomplished. 
His  ims^ination  warmed  at  what  he  might  have  heen,  had  his 
chances  been  ^'ommensurate  with  his  meiits ;  hut  what  remained  for 
him  now  in  this  worn-out,  battered,  uaed-up  hulk  of  a  world,  but  to 
sorrow  for  the  good  old  times,  which  had  exhausted  ail  resources ! 

The  Koman  youth,  as  he  assumed  the  "  toga  virilis,''  and,  in  all 
the  consciousness  of  newly-acquired  dignity,  folded  about  him  his 
fresh  insignia  of  manhood,  thought  that  it  should  have  heen  put  on 
some  centuries  earher.  Standing  amid  memorials  of  past  glories, 
where  arch  and  column  told  of  triumphs  which  had  secured  boundless 
dominion,  he  felt  that  nothing  was  left  for  the  exercise  of  his  genius, 
or  the  enei'gics  of  his  enterprise.  He  saw,  sculptured  on  frieze  and 
ui'chitrave,  the  subjugation  of  many  a  nation,  and  strange  gavbs  and 
foreign  tongues  swarmed  and  sounded  around  him,  as  the  victims  of 
all  lands  were  summoned  to  a  common  captivity.  The  black  chil- 
dren of  the  Sim  were  tliere,  from  beyond  the  burning  sands  of  the 
desert,  and  the  unshorn,  fur-clad  barbariau  of  the  north,  even  ivhile 
the  ravens  were  gathering  in  the  halls  of  Odin  for  their  "  fell  swoop." 
The  recesses  of  Asia  gave  up  the  swaithy  Indian,  ini  fr  ra  the 
"tJltima  Thule"  came  the  hlue-eyed  Buton  All  were  mraol"!  n 
the  same  sad  doom,  at  the  bidding  of  the  unnersil  mii-ter  "\^  hit 
was  left  for  ambition?  Conquest  had  consumed  itself  the  march  of 
the  legion  was  stayed,  and  the  domesticated  eagle  crouched  among 
the  household  gods. 

The  mournful  lamentation  of  antiquity  has  not  betn  weikened  in 
its  transmission,  and  it  is  not  more  reasonable  now  than  when  it 
1  by  the  Nile  and  Tiber.     There  is  alwiys  loom  encn^h  m 

i  world,  and  work  waiting  for  willing  hinds  The  ohiim  thit 
conqueis  obstacle  and  commands  success  is  strong  Will  and  strong 
Work.  Application  is  the  friend  and  ally  of  genius  The  lahonous 
scholar,  the  diligent  merchant,  the  industiious  mechanic,  the  hard 
working  former,  are  thriving  men,  and  take  rank  m  the  woild,  while 
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genius,  by  itself^  lies  in  idle  admiration  of  a  fame  tiiat  is  ever  prospec- 
tive. The  bare  sleeps  or  amuses  hicaself  by  the  wayside,  and  tlie 
toitoise  wiDS  the  race. 

Even  tie  gold  of  California  requires  hard  work.  It  can  not  be  had 
for  the  gathering,  nor  is  it  to  be  coaxed  out  with  Md  gloves.  The 
pateuts  of  nobility,  on  the  Sacramento,  are  the  hard  hand  and  the  sun- 
burned fitce  of  the  laboring  man. 

Oenius  will,  alone,  do  but  little  in  this  matter-of-fact,  utilitarian, 
hai-d-working  world.  He  who  would  master  circumstances  must 
come  down  from  the  clouds,  and  bend  to  unremitting  toil.  To  few  of 
the  sons  of  men  is  g^ven  an  exception  fi'om  the  common  doom. 

"  The  poet'a  eje,  in  a  fine  ften27  rolling, 
Hits  e'*"''*  Srom  heaven  to  eartli,  from  earth  to  heiiveu," 

and  yet,  in  all  that  space,  encounter  nothing  but  air  too  impalpable 
to  be  wrought  into  a  local  habitation  or  a  name.  His  suspended  pen 
may  wait  in  vain  for  the  inspiration  that  is  to  bring  immortality,  and 
when,  at  last,  it  descends  on  the  expectant  foolscap,  it  is,  perhaps, 
only  to  chronicle  rhymes  which  shall  jingle  for  a  day  in  some  weekly 
newspaper.  He  who  draws  on  genius  alone,  is  oftentimes  answered 
by — no  funds  ;  bis  drafts  are  unexpectedly  protested,  and  he  finds 
himself  bankrupt,  even  while  unlimited  wealth  seems  glittering 
around  him. 

It  is  not  revealed  how  much  of  the  celebiity  of  ^fted  men  has  been 
dependent  on  "  hard  digging."  The  rough  draughts  of  inspiration  are 
not  printed ;  the  pen-crossings,  those  modernized  marks  of  the  in- 
vei-ted  stylum,  curl  up  chimney.  There  may  have  been  much  per- 
plexity before  smooth  verses,  which  fall  so  harmoniously  on  the  ear, 
were  tortured  into  existence  ;  many  a  trial,  before  the  splendid  figure 
could  be  tammered  into  shape  ; 

Biepa  caput  Boaboret,  vivos  et  roderet  nagnea." 

The  wondi-ons  effbi-ts  of  the  mightiest  masters  of  art  have  something 
in  them  besides  genius.  The  ti'ajssfigured  divinity  of  Raphael,  and 
the  walls  covered  over  by  a  pencil  which  seems  to  have  been  dipped 
records  not  only  of  the  mind  that  could  image  to 
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itsilf  Ihjsi  iicatioiih,  but  of  tie  intec'ie  sludj  winch,  it  is  1  nown,  he 
devoted  to  the  elementa  of  his  ^it  !Not  by  sudden  ll^shes  came  the 
graceful  pioportions,  v.hioh  give  such  e^cwding  beauty  to  bis  woika. 
Genius  truati'd  not  to  itself  alone,  but  gathered  trom  science  illus- 
trated m  the  anitomica!  room,  and  from  untiung  cuntemplation  of 
deafl  ind  living  mo  lei,  every  auxibary  that  could  contubute  to  ex- 
cellence 

When  Muhael  ingelo  hewel  out  bis  fbnugbt  in  mail  le,  or  per- 
sonated, in  fieaco,  the  iwtul  i,onci,ptaons  of  the  bard  he  loved  so  well, 
giving  mateual  form  to  moio  than  the  ileal  of  Dmte  h"  produced 
the  result  ot  profound  meditatna  mingled  mth  the  severest  applica- 
tion tj  the  'M,quirement  ot  all  knowledge  that  couU  iid  his  unri- 
valed power 

The  e\implea  befote  us  lid  us  woik,  and  the  chan|,ing  present 
ofiers  ample  oppoitumtj  Aiound  us,  eveiynbere,  tb«  new  crowds 
aside  the  old  Impiovement  steps  bj  seetamg  peitection  Discovery 
upseta  theories  ind  clouds  o*  er  estabhshe  1  systems.  The  usages  of 
our  boyhood  become  matters  of  ti'aditiou,  for  the  amusement  of  our 
children,  Innovatioii  rises  on  the  site  of  homes  revereuced  for  early 
association.  The  sohool-books  we  used  are  no  longer  respected,  and 
it  is  not  safe  to  quote  the  authorities  of  our  college  days.  Science  can 
scarcely  keep  pace  with  the  names  of  publications,  qualifying  or  ab- 
rogating the  past.  Macbiuery  becomes  old  iron,  as  its  upstart  suc- 
cessor usurps  its  place.  The  new  ship  dashes  scornfully  by  the  naval 
prodigy  of  last  year,  and  the  steamer  laughs  at  them  both.  The  rail- 
road engine,  as  it  rushes  by  the  crumbling  banks  of  the  canal, 
screams  out  its  mockery  at  the  barge,  rotting  piecemeal.  The  astron- 
omer builds  up  his  hypothesis,  and  is  oomfoiting  himself  among  the 
nebulie,  when  inventiou  comes  to  the  rescue ;  the  gigantic  telescope 
points  upward,  and,  lo  I  the  raw  matei-ial  of  which  worids  are  manu- 
fectured,  becomes  the  centers  of  systems  blazing  in  the  infinite  heav- 
ens, and  the  defeated  theorizer  retreats  into  space,  with  his  specula- 
tion, to  be  again  routed,  when  human  ingenuity  shall  admit  us  one 
hair-breadth  further  into  creation. 

The  powers  of  man  have  not  been  exhausted.  Nothing  has  been 
done  by  him  that  can  not  be  better  done.  There  is  no  eflbrt  of  sci- 
ence or  art  that  may  cot  be  exceeded  ;  no  depth  of  philosophy  that 
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car,  not  be  deeper  sounded ;  no  flight  of  imagination  that  may  not  be 

passed  by  strong  and  soaring  wing, 

Ml  nature  ia  full  of  jinknown  things.    Earth,  air,  water,  the  fefi- 

on  1  s  o  «an,  the  limitless  sky,  lie  almost  untouched  before  us.  The 
ban  es  ot  our  predecessors  have  not  been  greater  tlian  those  which 
em   a  fo   our  successors.     What  has  hitherto  ^ven  prosperity  and 

d  tincbon  has  not  been  more  open  to  others  than  to  us  ;  to  no  one, 

pa  t  o    p  esent,  more  than  to  the  young  man  who  shall  leave  college 

Sit  not  with  folded  hands,  calling  on  Hercules.  Thine  own  arm  ia 
the  demi-god.  It  was  giyea  to  thee  to  help  thyself.  Go  forth  into 
tlie  world  trustful,  but  fearless.  Exalt  thine  adopted  profession,  nor 
vainly  hope  that  its  name  alone  will  exalt  thee.  Look  on  labor  as 
honorable,  and  dignify  the  task  hefoie  thee,  whether  it  he  ia  the 
study,  office,  counting-room,  workshop,  or  funowed  field.  There  ia 
an  equality  m  all,  and  the  resolute  will  and  pure  heart  may  ennoble 

But  no  duty  requir<«  thee  to  shut  out  beauty,  or  to  neglect  the  in- 
fluences that  may  unite  thee  with  heaven. 

The  wondeis  of  ait  will  humanize  thy  caOing.  The  tiue  poet 
may  make  thee  a  better  man,  and  unknown  feelings  will  well  up 
within  thee,  where  the  painter's  soul  glows  on  canvas,  and  the  almost 
breathing  marble  stands  a  glorious  monument  of  the  statuary's  skill. 

Nature,  too,  will  speak  kindly  to  thee  from  field  and  forest,  from 
hill  and  lakeiside.  Go  into  glade  and  woodland,  by  the  waving  har- 
vest, and  the  bright  river  hurrying  to  the  sea.  Look  up  at  tie  stars 
in  the  still  night.  Listen  to  the  gentle  voice  of  the  south  wind,  as  it 
whispers  with  the  pines.  Watch  the  pulsations  of  tbe  ocean,  as  they 
regularly  beat  on  the  sand.  Such  teachings  will  tell  thee  there  is 
consolation  in  the  struggles  of  this  life,  and  may  foreshadow  the 
repose  of  that  which  is  to  come. 
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THOMAS  HANDASYD  PERKINS. 

Thomas  ITandastd  Peekinb  was  born  in  Boston,  Decem- 
ber 15,  1764,  and  named  for  bis  maternal  grandfather, 
Tliomas  Handasyd,  Peck,  who  dealt  largely  in  furs  and  the 
impoi-tation  of  hats.  His  father  was  a  merchant,  who  died 
in  middle  age,  leaving  a  widow  and  eight  children,  three 
eons  and  five  daughters,  most  of  them  very  yonng.  She 
was  a  woman  of  excellent  principles  and  remarkable  en- 
ergy, and  undertook  the  heavy  charge  thus  devolved  upon 
her  with  deep  solicitude  (as  appeared  from  a  subsequent 
reference  of  her  own  to  this  passage  of  her  life),  but  with 
firmness  and  abibty.  She  appeai-a  to  have  assumed  some 
part  of  the  business  of  her  husband,  who  had  been  con- 
nected with  George  Erving,  one  of  the  principal  merchants 
in  the  town.  Letters  from  Holland  are  remembered  which 
were  addressed  to  her  as  Mr.  Elizabeth  Perkins;  and 
when  her  eldest  son,  having  attained  the  age  of  manhood, 
went  some  years  afterward  to  the  Jiland  of  St.  Domingo, 
where  he  established  himself,  he  sailed  fi-om  Boston  in  a 
ship,  the  Beaver,  of  which  his  mother  was  part  owner,  and 
which  had  been  chartered  to  the  French  government  to 
transport  part  of  their  cavalry  to  Cape  Prangois. 
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This  estimable  lady  discharged  her  duties  successMly, 
rearing  her  cMldren  with  such  advantage  as  fitted  them 
for  stations  of  responsibility,  which  they  afterwai-d  filled 
■with  credit  to  themselves  and  to  her;  and  at  the  same  time 
taking  an  active  part  herself  with  the  charitable  associations 
of  the  town,  which  is  shown  by  acknowledgments  found 
among  her  papers  and  in  records  of  her  services  as  treas- 
urer and  otherwise,  from  those  with  whom  eho  acted. 

On  her  decease,  in  1807,  it  was  voted  "  that  the  officers 
of  the  Boston  Female  Asylum  wear  a  badge  of  mourning 
for  the  term  of  seventy-one  days"  (corresponding  probably 
to  the  years  of  her  life),  "  in  token  of  their  high  considera- 
tion and  respect  for  the  virtues  of  the  deceased,  and  of  their 
grateful  and  affectionate  sense  of  her  liberal  and  essential 
patronage  as  a  founder  and  fi'iend  of  the  institution."  She 
is  still  remembered  by  a  few  gentlemen,  sons  of  her  former 
neighbors  and  associates,  as  an  excellent  friend,  of  active 
benevolence,  and  as  a  lady  of  dignified,  but  frank  and  cor- 
dial manners. 

Numerous  descendants  of  hers,  under  vatious  names,  now 
move  in  different  walks  of  life  in  the  United  States,  in 
Em-ope,  and  Asia,  and  not  a  few  of  them  distinguished  for 
prosperity  and  the  wise  use  of  wealth,  and  for  intelligence 
and  refinement,  as  well  as.  for  the  sound  principles  which 
she  inculcated  on  all. 

The  success  of  several  of  the  hranehes  of  her  family  was 
essentially  promoted  by  the  energy  and  wai-m-hearted  sym- 
pathy of  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  who  was  the  second 
son,  only  six  years  of  age  at  the  death  of  his  father  in  1771. 
Some  notice  of  one,  who  was  himself  an  eminent  merchant, 
and  in  reference  to  whom  it  may  be  said  that  both  his  father 
and  mother  were  merchants,  seems  to  find  an  appropriate 
place  in  a  commercial  work. 

His  father  lived  in  King-street,  now  State-sti'eet,  where 
the  conflict  took  place  between  the  citizens  and  the  troops, 
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called  afterward  the  "  Boston  massacre ;"  and  thongh  he 
was  little  more  than  five  years  old  at  .that  time,  the  sight  of 
the  dead  bodies,  and  of  the  blood  frozen  the  next  day  on 
the  street,  made  an  impression  on  his  mind  that  was  never 
obliterated.  The  ti'oops  being  quartered  near  there,  many 
of  the  officers  were  afterward  visitors  in  his  mother's 
family. 

At  about  seven  years  of  age  he  was  put  imder  the  care 
of  a  clergyman  of  great  respectability  at  Jliddleborough, 
about  thirty  miles  from  Boston,  and  was  afterward  at 
school  in  Boston,  until  intercoorse  with  the  country  being 
stopped,  his  mother  retired  with  her  family  to  Barnstable, 
where  she  resided  till  the  town  was  evacuated  by  the 
enemy.  His  grandfather,  Mr.  Peck,  remained  in  Boston 
through  the  siege,  but  was  near  being  sent  home  to  be  tried 
as  a  rebel  for  freedom  of  speech.  ■ 

While  living  with  his  mother  at  Barnstable,  both  his  legs 
were  broken  by  an  unlucky  accident,  as  he  was  returning 
fi-om  an  excursion  in  the  woods ;  and  though  the  limbs 
were  well  set,  and  he  soon  recovered  the  use  of  them,  he 
occasionally  felt  the  effect  of  the  injury  when  the  weather 
was  bad,  even  in  advanced  age.  There,  too,  he  formed  an 
early  and  close  friendship,  that  remained  unbroken  for 
nearly  eighty  years,  until  tei-minated  by  death,  with  one  of 
his  companions  whom  he  had  saved  from  drowning — the 
late  distinguished  lawyer  and  statesman,  Harrison  Gray 
Otis,  nephew  of  the  revolutionary  patiiot. 

Some  time  after  the  return  of  the  family  to  town,  his 
mother  decided  on  giving  him  a  collegiate  education,  and 
he  was  sent,  with  other  boys  from  Boston— one  of  them  was 
the  Hon.  John  Wells,  now  the  oldest  living  graduate  of 
Harvard — to  an  instructor  at  Hingham,  the  Eev.  Mr.  Shute, 
noted  for  his  success  in  preparing  lads  for  college.  After 
residing  there  three  years,  and  being  prepared  for  Cam- 
bridge, he  was  so  reluctant  to  enter  college,  that  it  was 
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decided  that  he  shoidd  go  into  a  counting-house.  He  was 
strongly  inclined  by  temperament  to  actiye  life.  Yigorous 
and  bold,  with  a  frame  peciiliarly  fitted  for  endurance, 
■which  was  afterward  developed  in  fine  proportions  for 
strength  and  beauty  in  manhood,  he  aaw  less  to  attract  him 
in  the  life  of  a  student  than  in  one  of  enterprise,  where  he 
might  indulge  a  love  of  adventure  and  exercise  the  cour- 
age, equal  to  almost  every  emergency,  whicb  characterized 
him.  He  was  placed  with  the  Messrs.  Shattnck,  then 
among  the  most  active  merchants  of  Boston,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  he  was  twenty-one.  Long  afterward  he 
recun-ed  to  this  decision  with  regret  for  having  relinquished 
such  a  privilege,  and  in  advanced  age  repeatedly  said  that, 
other  things  being  eq^ual  (which  condition  ho  repeated  em- 
phatically), he  should  prefei'  for  commercial  pursuits  those 
who  had  received  the  most  complete  education.  In  this 
opinion  he  seems  to  have  coincided  with  another  expe- 
rienced merchant,  who  once  gave  it  as  the  result  of  hia 
observation  in  a  long  life,  that  as  a  general  rnle  applied  to 
the  whole  class  of  commercial  men,  of  whom  it  is  well 
known  that  a  conj^iderable  proportion  fail,  those  had  suc- 
ceeded best  who  were  the  best  educated.  It  derives  con- 
firmation, too,  from  a  fact  generally  noticed,  both  here  and 
in  Europe,  by  those  who  know  what  goes  on  in  the  public 
schools  where  lads  are  prepared  by  different  courses  of 
study  respectively,  either  for  college  or  for  mei'cantile  life, 
as  their  friends  prefer.  Those  who  are  engaged  in  classi- 
cal studio  tor  most  of  the  week,  and  give  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  it  to  other  pursuits,  are  generally  found  to  be  well 
up  in  arithmetic,  geography,  &c.,  with  these  who  bestow 
their  whole  time  on  such  branches. 

"Without  underrating  the  importance  of  a  habit  of  atten- 
tion to  detail,  or  the  knowledge  of  minute  afiairs  and  the 
qualities  of  merchandise,  which  may  be  acquired  by  early 
apprenticeship,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  mon  of  high 
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culture  who  mean  to  effect  what  they  attempt,  show  great 
aptitude  for  the  minutiEe,  as  well  as  for  the  general  scope 
of  any  new  business  which  they  undertake,  and  that  intel- 
lect well  disciplined  has  considerable  advantages  in  com- 
parison with  I'outine. 

On  leaving  the  Messrs.  Shattuck  in  1785,  not  being  well, 
he  was  advised  to  pass  the  winter  in  a  warm  climate,  and 
visited  hiis  elder  brother,  Mr.  James  Perkins,  in  St.  Do- 
mingo, From  there  he  went  to  Charleston,  S.  0.,  and  in 
some  memoranda  made  for  his  children  within  a  few  years 
past,  he  refers  to  this  visit  to  South  Carolina  in  the  following 
terms : 

"  As  I  had  taken  letters  of  introduction  to  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  inhabitants  of  Charleston  from  Gen. 
Lincoln  and  Gen.  Knox,  the  former  of  "whom  was  the  de- 
fender of  Charleston  during  the  war  of  the  lievolufion,  and 
was  a  great  favorite,  it  gave  me  a  pleasant  introduction 
into  the  best  sociely  nndei*  most  favorable  circumstances. 
As  the  inhabitants  who  have  large  plantations  spend  as 
much  of  their  time  on  them  as  the  climate  will  allow,  I  was 
an  inmate  in  several  of  their  families,  but  passed  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  time  at  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Thomas  Fer- 
guson, who  had  several  rice  plantations  upon  which  he 
numbered  upward  of  800  slaves.  The  plantations  were  at 
a  place  called  J^on  Pan ;  and  in  the  vicinity  was  Gen. 
Wm.  Washington,  who  was  a  nephew  of  President  "W., 
and  during  the  war  commanded  a  regiment  of  cavalry. 
He  gained  a  high  reputation  as  a  soldier,  and  was  an  ac- 
complished gentleman.  There  was  fine  sport  with  the  gun — 
geese,  duck,  teal,  &c.,  being  in  great  abundance.  Every 
Saturday  die  gentlemen  of  the  neighborhood  met  at  a  himt- 
ing  stand  in  a  favorite  spot  for  deer,  hunted  in  the  morning, 
and  made  good  cheer  after  the  chase,  dining  in  the  woods, 
and  in  case  of  not  having  success  in  hunting,  always  se- 
eming a  Buceedanenm  in  the  form  of  ham,  chickens,  and 
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other  '  ereatui'e  comforts.'  The  Saturdays  M'ere  real  red- 
letter  days ;  and  I  could  name  twenty  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  meeting  on  such  occaaiona,  aU  of  whom  have  long 
since  retired  behind  the  ecenes." 

He  soon  afterwai-d  accepted  an  invitation  to  join  his 
brother  in  St.  Domingo,  and  they  formed  a  house  there 
which  was  very  auccessfnl ;  but  finding  that  the  climate 
did  not  agi-ee  with  his  health,  he  returned  to  Boston,  and 
for  some  time  attended  to  the  business  of  the  house  in  the 
United  States,  where  tlieir  correspondence  was  extensive, 
his  younger  brother,  tlie  late  Samuel  G.  Pertins,  Esq., 
filling  his  place  in  the  fii-m. 

In  1T88  he  was  married  to  iliss  Elliot,  only  daughter  of 
Simon  ElKot,  Esq.  It  was  a  union  entirely  of  affection,  and 
lasted  for  more  than  sixty  years.  His  married  life  was  com- 
menced with  necessity  for  strict  economy ;  but  the  connec- 
tion probably  gave  an  important  bias  to  his  commercial 
career,  as  it  led  to  intimacy  with  Capt.  James  Magee,  a 
relative  of  Mrs.  Perkins,  who  had  made  one  voyage  to 
Canton.  He  soon  turned  his  attention  to  trade  with  China, 
and  sailed  from  Boston  in  February,  1Y89,  as  supercargo  of 
the  ship  Aeti-Eea,  belonging  to  E.  H.  Derby,  Esq.,  of  Salem, 
bound  to  Batavia  and  Canton,  and  commanded  by  Oapt. 
DlfRculties  were  encountered  and  inconveniences 
warily  submitted  to  then  which  are  avoided  now. 
The  ship  was  not  coppered,  and  her  bottom  becoming  fonl, 
they  made  a  long  passage  to  Batavia:  being  in  want  of 
water  before  arriving  there,  they  stopi^ed  at  Mew  Island, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  for  a  supply.  Re- 
ferring to  the  voyage  and  this  incident  in  some  memoranda 
made  for  his  children  many  yeara  afterwai-d,  he  says  : 

"  The  casks  in  which  a  part  of  oin-  water  was  contained 
had  been  used  in  biinging  coffee  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  although  burned  out,  and,  as  was  supposed, 
purified,  yet  the  water  put  in  them  was  most  disgusting. 
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The  waters  from  die  cascade  on  the  Java  shore  were,  of 
course,  dtily  appreciated.  We  remained  in  this  beautiful 
bay  several  days.  There  were  at  the  time  I  speak  of  (now 
fifty-seven  years  since)  no  inhabitants  on  this  part  of  Java. 
I  went  on  shore  every  day,  and  in  one  of  my  exciii"eions 
climbed  the  precipice  over  which  the  cascade  flowed,  to 
examine  ita  source ;  and  from  what  we  learned  on  reaching 
Batavia,  we  were  led  to  believe  that  we  had  run  great 
hazard,  as  more  than  one  instance  had  occuiTed  of  persona 
visiting  the  same  spot  having  been  destroyed  by  tigers, 
who  were  slaking  their  thirst  in  this  beautiful  stream. 
Bats  of  gi-eat  size  were  seen  crossing  the  narrow  strait 
which  divided  Mew  Island  from  Java,  and  returning  to- 
ward the  cicse  of  day  to  their  roosts  on  the  Java  side. 

"  I  remember  as  if  it  were  yesterday  the  fi-ight  I  had  in 
crossing  a  creeb,  the  bottom  of  which  was  hard,  about  knee 
deep,  and  but  a  few  yards  wide.  My  crossing  alarmed  half 
a  dozen  or  more  young  crocodiles  or  alligators,  which  were 
farther  up  the  stream  than  where  I  was  crossing,  and  they 
came  down  upon  us  with  a  celerity  which  wm  incon- 
ceivable. E'one  of  them  touched  either  my  servant  or 
myself,  and  I  have  no  donbt  they  were  quite  as  much 
alanned  as  we  were. 

"  No  boats  or  vessels  of  any  kind  came  into  the  bay  while 
we  lay  there.  Prince's  Island  was  in  sight ;  but  tlie  in- 
habitants, who  had  a  bad  name,  were  otherwise  engaged, 
and  we  met  nothing  to  alarm  us.  The  pirates  from  Sumatra 
and  the  Eastern  Islands  made  frequent  attacks  oii  vessels 
in  those  days,  even  so  far  to  the  west  as  the  Straits  of 
Snnda,  though  their  depredations  were  more  confined  to 
Banea  Straits  and  the  more  eastern  archipelago." 

That  part  of  Java  remains  uninhabited  now,  as  it  was  at 
the  time  which  he  thus  referred  to,  and  both  tigers  and 
anacondas  abound  there.  Quite  recently  a  botanist,  en- 
gaged in  making  collections  for  a  British  nobleman,  having 
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crossed  from  Mew  Island  to  the  Java  eliore,  hia  dog  sprang 
from  the  boat  as  it  touched  land,  and,  dashing  info  the 
woods,  was  immediately  seized  by  a  tiger,  as  liis  master 
doubtless  would  have  been  if  he  had  entered  the  thicket 
iirst.  The  enormous  bats  here  mentioned  are  well  known 
to  naturahsts.  It  is  eaid  that  coal  has  now  been  discov- 
ered in  that  vicinity,  which  may  lead  to  some  settlement 
there. 

They  were  among  the  earliest  visitora  at  Batavja  from 
this  country,  and  were  treated  with  great  civility  by  the 
governor-general  and  others  in  authority,  but  found  some 
difficulty  in  obtaining  pei-mission  to  dispose  of  the  cargo 
intended  for  that  place.  Ee  kept  a  journal  while  there, 
and  tlie  following  extraete  from  it  exhibit  some  obstructions 
in  business  and  deference  to  authority,  from  which  foreign- 
era  are  now  reUeved. 

"  July  13,  1789.  At  five  o'clock  anchored  in  three  fath- 
oms water  in  the  harbor  of  Batavia,  where  we  saw  Capt. 
"Webb's  brig.  At  seven  the  captain  came  on  board,  and 
gave  us  tlie  moat  melancholy  account  of  the  state  of  afl'airs 
at  the  place— of  the  prohibition  and  resti-ictions  on  trade, 
and  eveiy  thing  else  which  could  serve  to  give  us  the 
dumps. 

"  14th.  At  eight  in  the  morning  took  Clapt  Webb  in  our 
boat  and  went  on  shore.  The  entrance  of  the  canal  through 
which  we  pass  is  about  half  a  mile  frora  the  ship.  The 
appearance  in  the  harbor  beautiful.  Canals,  which  cross 
each  other  at  right  angles  through  the  city,  are  about  forly 
or  fifty  feet  wide.  The  water,  which  is  always  very  dirty, 
must  be  unhealthy.  They  are  continually  filled  with  boats, 
wliich  carry  up  and  down  cargoes. 

"  The  variety  of  nations,  which  are  easily  to  be  known 
by  their  different  coimtenanc^,  astonishing.  Great  num- 
bere  of  Chinese.  Stopped  at  the  custom-house,  where  the 
aames  of  the  captain  and  myself  were  taken,  and  other 
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minutes  respecting  our  passage,  &c.  As  the  canal  is  dif- 
ficult to  pass  after  getting  to  this  place,  which  is  ahout  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  shore  and  through  the  centre  of  the 
town,  we  took  a  coach,  which  was  proyided  ua  bj  the 
Scribe  who  questioned  us,  and  with  whom  I  rode  to  the 
Shabendar's.  'Eeceived  with,  civility  by  hira,  but  discour- 
aged from  expecting  permission  to  sell.  Kepresented  om- 
situation — the  encouragement  we  had  ever  met  with,  &c. 
He  told  us  he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  serve 
U3,  but  feared  we  should  not  succeed. 

"  Was  conducted  to  the  hotel,  where  all  strangers  are 
obliged  to  put  up.  Found  Blanchard,  who  speaks  of  his 
prospects  as  distressing.  Had  been  here  a  week  and  done 
nothing  but  petition. 

"  According  to  common  custom,  presented  a  petition 
through  the  Shabendar  for  permi^on  to  sell.  "Waited 
upon  the  director-general,  for  whom  we  had  a  letter  fi-om 

Jlr.  L ,  his  nephew.    His  house  a  palace  ;  he  received 

us,  Dutchman-like,  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  and  his  stockings 
half  down  his  legs ;  took  our  address,  and  told  ns  we  should 
hear  from  him  again ;  think  he  vrfll  be  of  service  to  us. 
Made  other  acquaintances  through  my  knowledge  of 
French,  and  endeavored  to  make  some  friends,  j  To-morrow 
the  council  sit,  when  our  fate  is  to  be  known. 

"  This  evening  the  British  ship  Vansittart  arrived,  and 
the  captain,  whose  name  is  Wilson,  veith  his  second  mate, 
purser,  and  doctor,  came  on  shore.  Was  vei7  happy  to 
find  the  doctor  to  be  the  gentleman  for  whom  I  had  a 
letter,  and  whom  I  supposed  to  have  been  in  the  Pitt, 
Indiaman ;  he  seems  to  merit  all  which  has  been  said  to 
me  of  him ;  feel  myself  drawn  toward  him  more  from  his 
being  a  coimtryman  than,  perhaps,  any  other  circumstance, 
on  so  short  an  acquaintance. 

"  Thursday,  15th.  Anxious  for  the  reception  the  petition 
may  meet.    At  ten  o'clock  Oapt.  Wilson  and  I  went  with 
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the  Shabendar,  with  our  petitions,  to  the  council-chamber. 
After  walking  the  hall  a  long  time,  and  being  witness  to  a 
good  deal  of  pompoiK  parade,  was  introduced  to  the  coun- 
cil-chamber, where  the  members,  who  are  eight  in  number, 
were  seated  round  a  large  table  covered  with  silk  velvet, 
with  the  governor-general  as  president.  I  made  my  re- 
spects, and  presented  my  petition,  and  then  left  them  to 
take  another  stroll  in  the  hall,  till  the  Shabendar,  upon  the 
ringing  of  a  bell,  once  more  introduced  us  to  the  great 
chamber,  when  Capt.  Wilson  had  liberty  to  land  his 
articles ;  but  we,  poor,  despised  devils,  were  absolutely 
denied  the  liberty  of  selling  a  farthing's  worth.  Whatever 
I  thought  of  the  partiality,  I  very  respectfully  took  ray 
leave,  but  determined  to  persevere,  and  after  much  dif- 
ficxdty,  got  leave  to  renew  our  petitions. 

'"  16th,  Beceived  an  invitation  to  sup  with  the  director, 
where  we  were  superbly  entertamed  and  met  much  com- 
pany. Many  speak  French ;  represented  our  situation ; 
music  at  supper. 

"  Friday,  17th.  Nothing  to  be  done  until  Monday,  when 
the  council  meet  again.  It  is  supposed  wo  shall  not  have 
our  futm-e  petition  acceded  to.     Making  interest. 

"Sunday,  19th.  Dined  with  the  governor,  and  received 
civility ;  an  elegant  place.  The  area,  where  we  dined, 
superb ;  and  the  prospect  round  it  not  to  be  exceeded. 
Passed  the  evening,  by  invitation,  at  the  director's,  where 
were  all  the  council  of  eight,  the  governor,  the  old  director- 
general,  and  othei-  grandees.  More  parade  than  before. 
Played  cards  ;  custom  of  washing  before  and  after  dinner ; 
the  improvement  in  luxury ;  washing  in  rose-water ;  supper 
elegant — superbly  so ;  huzzaing,  and  the  return  from  the 
owner  of  the  house  after  any  complimentary  toast. 

"  I  wi'ote  a  petition  in  behalf  of  Blanchard  and  myself, 
and  had  it  ti'anslated  into  Dutch, 

"  Monday,  20th.  Dined  with  the  fiscal,  who  treated  us 
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with  good  fare ;  the  British  officers  there,  and  many  per- 
sons of  consequence, 

"  Tuesday,  2lBt,  Supped  with  one  of  the  Edelheeren ; 
every  thing  in  superlD  style  ;  the  same  company  as  before ; 
the  governor  there ;  he  does  not  honor  them  more  than 
once  a  year  with  his  visite.  Twenty  ladies  at  table ;  their 
dress,  manners,  style  of  putting  up  the  hair — sitting  by 
themselves ;  toasts ;  huzzas  ;  bouquets ;  rose-water  ;  super- 
fluity of  every  thing  which  Europe  and  the  Indies  can  give. 

"  Gained  permission  to  sell." 

This  restriction  on  sales  by  foreigners  has  been  removed 
since  that  time,  and  it  is  not  neee^aiy  to  wait  for  any  such 
permission  now.  But  at  that  time  the  United  States  of 
America  were  little  known  or  regarded  in  that  distant  part 
of  the  world,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  final  success 
which  the  yomig  merchant  thus  attained  with  the  despotic 
authorities  of  Batavia,  who  had  pointedly  and  formally  re- 
fused his  application  in  the  outset,  is  fairly  attributable  to 
personal  qualities  which  distingniahed  him  even  at  that 
early  period,  and  were  characteristic  through  life.  Few 
men  could  exert  a  greater  influence  over  others  with  whom 
he  had  an  important  point  to  carry. 

His  notes,  on  various  subjects,  in  the  same  diary,  show 
careful  and  genera!  observation : 

"  It  is  death  to  tote  spices ;  and  an  acknowledgment  of 
having  received  notice  of  this  is  required,  so  that  one  can- 
not plead  ignorance.  The  Chinese  racked  on  the  wheel  for 
nmning  spices ;  yet  any  one  of  them  will  do  it,  bringing 
them  to  one's  chamber  in  small  quantities  of  20  or  30  lbs. 
The  Chinese  are  the  principal  husbandmen.  All  the  eastei'n 
nations  are  represented  here  in  greater  or  less  numbera — 
Armenians,  Moormen,  &c.  Murders  frequent;  Malays  re- 
vengeful and  cowardly,  taking  every  advantage  of  situa- 
tion, fearing  to  attack'  a  man  openly,  and  even  afraid  to 
hold  a  pistol.    Gates  of  the  city  ;  strict  regulations  respect 
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ing  the  going  out  and  coming  in  at  them.  Foiu-  gates ; 
walled  all  round — kept  in  good  repair ;  regulaiity  of  the 
ti'e^.  Chinese  live  in  the  enhm-bs,  and  ohliged  to  be  out 
of  the  walla  before  night. 

"  Procured  two  birds  of  paradise ;  the  bird  a  native  of 
the  Holuccas  or  Spice  Islands ;  valuable  at  Bengal  and  on 
the  peninsula  of  India. 

"  Birds'  nests  at  Batavia  at  2,500  paper  dollars  tlie  peeul. 
The  birds  that  make  these  nests  are  shaped  like  the  swal- 
low, and  fly  with  the  same  velocity,  but  are  smaller, 
"We  saw  numbers  of  them  while  at  Mew  Island,  but  did 
not  know  them  to  be  the  same  at  the  time.  The  coast 
of  Sumatra  gives  the  greatest  supply  of  them — called  the 
Salignare,  and  found  in  great  numbers  in  the  Philippines. 
They  always  lay  in  the  same  nest  unless  it  be  destroyed, 
and  wiU  keep  continually  rebuilding  when  their  nests  ai'e 
taken  away ;  late  method  of  insuring  good  nests  by  destroy- 
ing all  the  old  ones.  The  nesls  ai-e  formed  of  a  glutinous 
substance  found  in  the  water.  They  are  about  the  size  of 
the  inside  of  a  swallow's  nest,  and  some  of  them  almost 
transparent.  The  soup  made  of  them  is  very  palatable,  but 
as  it  is  dear,  it  is  not  often  met  with ;  the  old  nests  are  of  a 
black  cast,  and  not  near  so  valuable  as  the  white.  There 
are  three  layers  or  thicknesses  in  the  nests,  which,  when 
separated,  appear  hke  three  distinct  nests ;  the  fii-st  or  out- 
side layer  brings  the  least  price,  increasing  to  the  inside, 
which  bears  the  amazing  price  above  quoted. 

"  The  shai'k  fins  are  also  esteemed  a  great  delicacy  for 
soups,  and  to  many  are  very  palatable ;  bxit  to  mo  they 
were  not  so. 

"  There  are  at  Batavia  nine  persons  who  bear  the  title  of 
Edelheer,  that  being  a  title  of  nobility  which  they  have 
assumed  to  themselves.  Among  these  nine  persons  is  in- 
eluded  the  governor-general,  who  is  president  of  the  grand 
council  of  the  ladies,  the  other  seven  councilors,  and  the 
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director-general  of  the  company,  whose  post  is  seeoncl  in 
the  setUement.  The  old  director  also,  who — heing  far  ad- 
Taneed  in  years — resigned,  holi^  this  dignity  of  Edelheer, 
and  has  the  same  attention  paid  to  him  that  the  inhabitants 
are  obliged  to  pay  to  the  rest  of  them.  Obeisance  is  ex- 
acted from  all  persons  without  distinction  in  one  form, 
which  has  much  distui'bed  the  feelings  of  some  strangers 
who  were  not  used  to  acknowledge  themselves  the  inferiors 
of  any  one,  and  felt  much  galled  at  not  being  able  to  help 
themselves.  It  is  this  ;  the  carriage  of  an  Edelheer  is,  when 
in  the  city,  or  on  meeting  any  cari'iage  of  distinction,  pre- 
ceded by  two  running  footmen,  who  carry  each  a  baton  or 
cane,  witJi  a  brass  head  resembling  the  weight  used  with  a 
pail'  of  steelyards,  and  of  an  extraordinary  size.  ThB  an- 
nounces the  carriage  which  follows  to  be  that  of  an  Edel- 
heer, when  the  other  carriage  must  drive  up  on  one  side 
the  way,  and  there  wait  until  his  greatness  has  passed. 
They  are  very  civil  in  retimiing  one  as  low  a  bow  as  is 
given  them.  "When  no  carriage  of  distinction  is  on  the 
road,  and  the  Edelheer's  carnage  is  without  the  suburbs,  it 
is  known  by  those  canes  before  spoken  of,  being  projected 
from  the  back  part  of  the  carriage  in  such  a  manner  that 
they  cannot  but  be  seen.  There  is  a  heavy  fine  exacted  for 
pacing  the  carriage  of  an  Edelheer  without  stopping. 

"  Some  time  since  there  was  an  East  India  Company's 
ship  at  Batavia,  the  captain  of  which  thinking  this  a  very 
great  indignity  offered  him,  upon  his  coachman's  attempf>- 
ing  to  stop  his  horses,  ordered  him  by  signs  to  go  on,  which 
order  not  being  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  former, 
the  captain  gave  him  a  very  severe  prick  with  his  sword. 
This  made  some  noise  at  the  time,  but  was  overlooked.  I 
think  it  did  no  great  honor  to  the  good  sense  of  the  captain, 
who  must  have  been  aware  that  the  poor  devil  who  drove 
him  knew  that  passing  the  Edelheer  would  be  attended  with 
disagreeable  consequences  to  himself,  which  should  have 
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alone  been  sufBcicnt  to  have  prevented  the  captain  from 
wishing  it 

"  The  captain  of  a  French  frigate  who  was  here  fell  upon 
a  raach  more  eligible  plan,  and  one  which  succeeded  to 
admiration.  On  being  informed  that  his  coaehinan  would 
stop  on  meeting  one  of  the  Edelheeren,  he  determined  on 
endeavoring  to  overcome  by  civility  what  he  had  no  bopea 
of  averting  by  any  other  means.  He  had  directions  for 
distinguishing  the  carriage  of  an  Edelheer,  and  as  soon  as 
he  saw  one,  prepared  himself  for  descending  from  his  car- 
riage. As  soon  as  his  coachman  chected  liia  hoi-ses,  he 
alighted  from  his  coach,  and  made  his  respects  to  the  Edel- 
heer, who  conld  do  no  less  than  dismonnt  from  his  npon 
seeing  a  person  of  the  appearance  of  the  captain  thus  pay- 
ing him  his  respects ;  and  after  many  cferemonions  hows 
and  testimoniea  of  civ'ilily,  they  again  resumed  their  seats 
in  their  several  carriages.  This  piece  of  outstretched  po- 
liteness was  fonnd  to  he  the  pause  of  some  trouble  to  ttie 
gentlemen  Edelheeren  during  the  captain's  stay  here,  which 
induced  them  to  stud  an  oidei  to  the  hotel,  giving  leave  to 
the  coachman  of  the  French  captam  to  diive  on  without 
stopping  foi  any  one  of  the  councd,  or  indeed  of  the  Edel- 
heeren 

"In  piivate  companies  the  ^ieate=it  attention  lud  studied 
politeness  it,  shown  them,  and  they  always,  when  at  table, 
sit  opposite  to  the  ma^-ter  of  the  house,  who  divides  tlie 
table  lengthwise,  and  does  not,  like  the  host  with  us,  take 
his  seat  at  the  end.  They  have  a  privilege  of  passing  in 
and  out  of  the  several  gates  of  the  city  at  any  time  in  the 
day,  which  is  what  no  other  peraOn  can  do,  as  there  are 
particular  hours  for  passing  and  repassing  the  different 
gates." 

These  dignitaries  and  the  troublesome  ceremonies  attend- 
ant on  thefr  rank  are  no  longer  known. 

"  There  is  at  Batavia  a  great  medley  of  inhabitants.   The 
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principal  persons  in  "business,  after  the  Hollanders,  are  the 
Mooimen.  Many  of  them  are  very  rich.  ,  They  are  distin- 
guislied  by  a  peculiarity  of  dress  and  a  turban  on  the  head. 
They  wear  square-toed  shoes,  which  turn  np  and  tei'minate 
at  each  corner  in  a  kiud  of  ear,  which  has  a  curiona  ap- 
pearance. They  are  rather  slippers  than  shoes,  having  no 
'  quarters  or  sti-aps  to  them.  In  some  r^pects  these  people 
exceed  any  set  of  men  whom  I  saw  while  at  Batavia :  they 
have  an  ease  of  addre^  and  an  aii-  of  good-breeding  which 
one  would  not  expect  to  find  in  tlteir  countiymen.  In  their 
houses  tliey  are  courteous,  and  stiive  to  make  one's  time 
agreeable  while  mider  their  roofs.  They  are  the  best- 
shaped  of  aiiy  of  the  eastern  nations  whom  I  obsei'ved 
while  there  ;  their  complexion  nearly  the  same  as  that  of 
the  aboriginals  of  America ;  their  features  regular  and  well 
set,  with  the  most  piercing  eye  of  any  people  I  ever  saw. 
Their  religion  is  Mahometanism.  Tiiey  carry  on  a  great 
trade  to  the  different  islands  in  the  Indian  seas,  and  by 
their  trafBc  make  great  fortunes ;  their  mode  of  saluting  is 
by  passing  the  right  hand,  with  a  slow  motion,  to  the  fore- 
head, and  at  the  same  time  bowing  the  head  with  a  most . 
graceful  ease.  They  are,  with  the  Chinese,  the  great  money- 
changers. "  They  are  as  remarkably  quick  in  casting  and 
mating  calcnlations,  without  any  aseistauce,  as  the  Chinese 
are  with  their  counters.  Some  of  these  people  support  as 
decent  carriages  as  any  in  the  place,  and  live  with  a  great 
degree  of  taste. 

"  They  all  chew  betel,  areka-nut,  and  chiinam.  This  has 
the  effect  of  rendering  the  teeth  black  and  shining,  like 
ebony.  They  esteem  it  healthful,  as  it  causes  expectora- 
tion in  a  greater  degree  than  tobacco.  This,  they  aver,  ia 
absolutely  necessary  in  their  country.  It  is,  however,  a 
filthy,  vile  practice  in  om-  eyes,  excusable  in  some  degree 
in  the  men,  but  in  the  women  truly  disgusting.  I  never 
saw  any  Em-opeau  gentleman  use  the  betel,  but  many  of 
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the  European  women  have  adopted  the  habit  of  chewing 
it,  and  have  their  mouths  crowded  with  it.  The  private 
secretary  of  the  council,  one  of  the  most  genteel  men  at 
Batavia,  told  me  of  his  great  aversion  to  the  use  of  it  in 
women,  and  observed  that  his  wife  had  so  great  an  attach- 
ment to  it,  that  all  liis  powera  of  persuasion  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  wean  her  from  it.  She  was  quite  young,  not  more 
than  nineteen  or  twenty  at  the  extent.  There  is  a  child  of 
seven  Qr  eight  years  of  age  always  in  attendance  on  those 
who  chew  the  betel,  which  is  deposited  in  a  bos,  in  some 
instances  of  very  curious  workmanship.  This  child  is  the 
bearer  of  the  box,  and  ever  waiting  the  wishes  of  tlie  per- 
son so  attended. 

"  All  the  people  in  this  place  seem  very  fond  of  being 
surronnded  hy  domestics.  One  seldom  sees  a  coach  pass, 
particularly  if  there  are  women  in  it,  without  five  or  six 
slaves — some  caiTying  the  batons,  others  the  nmbrellas, 
&c.,  the  slaves  being  generally  Malays,  though  there  are 
some  from  all  the  inhabited  islands  in  the  India  and  China 
seas.  The  Malays  are  great  cock-fighters,  and  have  fine 
birds.  They  bet  deeply,  and  go  to  as  unpardonable  a  length 
as  the  Chinese  do,  playing  away  the  liberty  of  their  wives 
'  and  children,  and  even  their  own." 

He  proceeded  to  Canton  for  a  cargo  of  teas.  Wliile  he 
was  there,  a  vessel  arrived,  whose  name  has  since  become 
one  of  historical  interest — the  Columbia — ttie  sliip  which 
in  her  next  voyage,  raider  the  command  of  Captain.  Gray, 
crossed  the  bar  of  the  Columbia  river,  as  it  was  always 
called  afterward,  the  incident  being  referred  to  in  recent 
negotiations  of  intense  interest  as  the  foundation  of  a  terri- 
torial claim  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Eemaining 
several  months  in  China,  and  attending  assiduously  to  the 
business  of  the  ship,  he  became  well  acquainted  with  the 
habits  of  the  Chinese,  and  collected  a  fund  of  information 
concerning  trade  there  in  all  its  branches,  and  the  value  of 
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sea-otter  skins  and  other  fnrs  from  the  northw^t  coast  of 
our  continent,  which  formed  the  basis  of  action  for  him  af- 
terward in  planning  namerona  voyagea  and  directing  mer- 
cantile operations  of  great  importance  between  America, 
Asia,  and  Europe.  He  was  long  remembered  there,  too, 
particularly  by  one  occupying  a  subordinate  position  at  the 
time,  who  had  observed  him,  though  not  known  to  him 
personally,  and  who  afterward  became  eminently  distin- 
guished in  the  commerce  of  the  East— the  well-known 
Hong  merchant,  Houqua.  Commercial  relations  of  an 
intimate  character  and  entii-e  confidence  were  afterward 
established  between  them,  and  existed  for  many  years  with 
mutual  advantage. 

Ketuming  homeward,  he  found  that  tlie  period  of  his 
absence  had  been  eventful  in  changes  that  were  to  have  un- 
portant  influence  in  the  political  and  commercial  world. 
They  received  news  of  the  revolutionary  movements  in 
France  from  a  vessel  which  they  spoke  in  crossing  the 
ti'ade-winds.  On  arriving  at  Boston,  they  found  our  gov- 
ernment organized  under  the  new  constitution  of  1789,  and 
though  this  led  to  heavy  duties,  particularly  on  teas,  it  was 
giving  confidence  and  stability  to  trade.  Witli  the  infor- 
mation which  he  had  brought  home,  he  sent  a  brig — the 
Hope,  Capt.  Ingraham— to  the  northwest  coast,  with  the 
intention  of  terminating  the  voyage  at  Canton.  The  most 
important  result  of  this  voyage  appears  to  have  been  the 
discovery  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  Marquesas  islands, 
as  now  laid  down  on  tlie  map  of  the  Pacific.  Its  main 
object  was  defeated  by  untoward  circumstances. 

He  soon  afterward  joined  his  friend  Capt.  Magee,  how- 
ever, in  building  a  ship— the  Margaret — of  which  the  cap- 
tain went  master  for  the  northwest  coast,  and  after  an 
absence  of  two  years  and  a  half  brought  the  voyage  to  a 
successful  clc«e.  Capt.  Magee  eanied  out  the  frame  of  a 
vessel,  with  three  or  four  carpenters,  and  set  np  the  little 
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craft  of  about  thirty  tons  under  Capt.  Smith,  then  the  chief 
carpenter,  and  the  schooner  collected  some  twelve  or  fifteen 
hundred  sea-otters  during  the  season,  which  added  ranch  to 
the  profit  of  the  voyage,  as  the  skins  were  worth  $30  or 
$40  wlien  Capt.  Magee  reached  China. 

'  In  1792  the  insm-rection  began  in  St.  Domingo,  where 
his  brothers  had  continued  their  establishment,  doing  a 
prosperous  business  up  to  that  period,  Mr.  James  Perkins, 
the  eldest  brother,  and  hia  wife  were  in  a  perilous  situation 
at  the  beginning  of  it,  being  in  the  interior  on  a  visit  to  a 
friend  who  had  a  plantation,  next  to  the  one  first  destroyed, 
oil  the  plains  of  the  Cape.  They  made  their  escape,  how- 
ever, from  the  frightful  treatment  which  awaited  all  who 
lingered,  and  reached  the  Cape.  But  things  grew  worse. 
The  place  was  taken  by  the  insurgents  and  burned,  and  the 
inhabitants  were  obliged  to  get  away  in  the  best  manner 
they  could.  This,  of  course,  broke  up  his  brotbers'  estab- 
lishment. Their  store  was  burned  by  the  blacks,  with  its 
contents,  which  were  valuable.  This,  however,  was  not  the 
worst,  as  the  planters  were  largely  in  debt  to  the  house, 
and  their  means  of  paying  destroyed.  The  brothers  (James 
and  Samuel  G.)  returned  to  Boston,  having  lost  most  of 
their  property,  to  begiQ  the  world  anew.  He  then  formed 
a  copartnei-ship  with  his  brother  James,  which  continued 
until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1832,  under  the  firm  of 
J.  &  T.  H.  Perkins,  though  the  name  of  the  firm  was 
altered  on  the  admission  of  their  sons  in  1819.  They  used 
the  information  which  they  had  acquired  at  St.  Domingo 
with  advantage,  by  keeping  two  or  three  vessels  trading 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  shipping  coffee  and  sugar  to 
;  Eiu-ope. 

"■■'  But  their  most  important  business  was  the  trade  of  their 
ships  on  the  northwest  coast  and  in  China.  They  were  con- 
cerned in  numerous  voyages  in  that  direction,  and  eventu- 
ally established  a   house   at   Canton,  under   the  firm   of 
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Perkins  &  Co.,  which  hecame  one  of  gi-eat  importance  and 


III  December,  1794,  he  took  passage  for  Bourdeaux  in  a 
ship  belonging  to  his  own  house  and  that  of  Me^rs.  S. 
Higginson  &  Co., — in  which  fii-m  his  hrotlier,  M.T.  S.  G. 
Perldns,  had  hecome  a  pai'tner— with  a  cargo  of  provi- 
sions ;  the  demand  for  them  in  the  distm-bed  state  of 
French  affau's  offering  tlie  prospect  of  a  fair  resnlt  to  such 
a  Toyage.  But  the  depreciation  of  the  assignats  and  other 
causes,  threatening  to  defeat  their  hopes,  he  foimd  it  best 
to  Gontume  abroad  for  some  time.  His  ^observations  while 
there,  and  the  occurrences  in  which  he  became  concerned, 
were  of  an  mteresting  character.  He  made  full  notes  at 
the  time,  but  the  following  accoimt  is  taken  from  the 
memoranda  already  referred  to,  written  in  a  week  of  leism'e 
long  afterward,  and  commencing  thus  : 

"  To  my  Children. 

"Saeatooa  Springs,  July  18,  1846. 

"  It  has  often  occun-cd  to  me  that  it  would  have  given 
me  infinite  pleasure  to  have  known  more  than  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  of  the  eaa-ly  life  of  mj  father.  He  died 
when  I  was  abont  six  years  of  age,  and  all  I  know  of  him 
is  from  report.  My  recollections  of  him  are  veiy  faint, 
though  I  have  an  impression  that  I  remember  him  in  an 
emaciated  state  shortly  before  his  death." 

After  narrating,  for  the  information  of  his  family,  some 
incidents  of  his  early  life,  part  of  which  have  been  already 
mentioned,  he  proceeds  to  relate  the  occun'ences  that  fol- 
lowed this  voyage  to  France,  as  follows : 

"  I  remained  in  Europe  from  December,  1794,  to  Octo- 
ber, 1795— a  very  interesting  period  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion. "What  was  called  '  The  Koimtaiu'  in  the  convention 
had  been  prostrated  in  some  degree  by  the  fall  of  Kobes- 
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pieri'e,  the  principal  mover  in  the  most  bloody  scenes  of 
the  revolution.  He  endeavored  to  destroy  himself,  but 
failed,  and  left  the  final  act  to  the  guillotine.  This  instni- 
ment  had  done  execution  on  thousands  through  his  influ- 
ence, and  retributive  justice  was  satisfied  in  the  fate  which 
expiated  his  crimes. 

"  France  was  by  no  means  in  a  qniet  state  when  I 
reached  Bourdeaus:,  and  in  ti-aveling  witl^  tho  courier  day 
and  night,  we  passed  so  near  the  theater  of  wav  in  La 
Vendue,  as  to  bear  the  reporte  of  tlie  cannon  of  the  bel- 
ligerent parties.  Jf  we  had  been  fallen  in  with  by  tlie 
Vendeens,  wo  should  doubtless  have  bad  our  throats  cut, 
as  public  agents  and  bearers  of  dispatches  from  one  prov- 
ince to  anotlier.  We  escaped,  however,  miharmed,  though 
the  fate  we  feared  befell  the  com-ier  a  few  nights  after  we 
pa^ed.  During  my  stay  in  Europe  my  time  was  passed 
principally  in  Paris,  where  I  had  rooms  in  the  same  hotel 
with  my  friend  Mr.  Jos.  Russell.  We  kept  a  carriage 
between  us,  always  visiting  or  traveling  together.  It  was 
a  new  English  chariot,  which  had  been  left  behind  by  some 
traveler  on  the  breating  out  of  the  war,  and  was  in  perfect 
order.  We  found  it  of  gi-eat  convenience  while  in  the  city, 
as  public  carriages  were  not  easily  had,  and  no  private 
ones  were  kept  by  any  Frenchmen.  Indeed,  they  were 
kept  by  very  few  except  by  foreign  embassadors. 

"  There  were  in  Paris  several  Americans  of  my  ac- 
quaintance besides  Mr.  Eussell.  We  used  to  dine  at  a 
restaurateur,  and  breakfast  at  home,  the  wife  of  the  porter 
of  the  hotel  fui'nishing  onr  coffee.  There  was  a  great 
scarcity  of  breadstufis  during  the  winter  and  spring.  It 
was  produced  partly  by  the  farmers  having  then-  plow- 
shares turned  into  swords,  partly  by  the  waste  attendant  on 
war,  and  in  part  by  an  unwiUingnesa  to  sell  for  assignats, 
which  were  constantly  declining  in  value.  The  whole 
population  of  Paris  was  placed  under  restriction,  and  each 
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family  received  a  certain  quantity  per  day  from  the  public 
bakers  at  a  fixed  price.  The  hotels  gave  in  their  nitmher 
of  guests  for  -whom  they  drew  the  stipulated  quantity,  and 
those  "who  dined  out  had  their  bread  carried  to  the  place 
■where  they  dined.  I  dined  almost  every  Saturday  with 
tbe  mjnteter  of  the  United  States,  where  I  waa  in  the  habit 
of  meeting  diatinguished  men. 

"  I  had  little  business  to  do  in  Pans,  and  leisure,  there- 
fore, to  observe  what  was  passing.  Having  sold  tlie  cai'go, 
or  the  principal  part  of  it,-  to  government,  I  had  little  else 
to  do  for  months  than  to  dance  attendance  upon  the  bureau 
which  had  the  adjustment  of  the  accolinfc,  and  was  finally 
obliged  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  care  of  a  friend. 

"  After  the  fall  of  Eobespierre,  the  revolutionary  tribu- 
nal of  which  Fouquier  Tinville  was  the  Accusateur  Public 
— like  our  attorney-general — being  abolished,  he,  with  five 
judges  'and  ten  jurymen,  in  all  sixteen,  were  executed  in 
the  Place  de  Gr^ve  by  that  operation  which  they  had  in- 
flicted on  men,  women,  and  even  children,  for  pretended 
Climes.  I  went  with  Mv.  Eussell,  Mi-.  Higginson,  and  sev- 
eral others,  and  secured  a  room,  the  nearest  we  couM  get 
to  the  place  of  execution,  that  we  might  witness  it  closely. 
The  prisoners  arrived  in  two  cai'ts,  from  which  they  were 
taken- out  and  placed  in  the  room  directly  under  the  scaf- 
fold. From  there  they  were  taken,  one  by  one,  and  by  a 
laddei-  of  eight  or  ten  feet  were  brought  to  the  instrument 
and  decapitated.  The  attorney-general  was  the  last  to  suf- 
fer, and  must  have  felt  at  tlie  fall  of  the  axe  in  every  exe- 
cution, as  mtich  as  he  felt  when  his  tnrn  came.  They  all 
met  theii-  fate  without  a  struggle,  except  a  man,  one  of  the 
judges,  who  had  been  of  the  noblesse  of  the  country,  and 
whose  name  was  Le  Eoi,  which  he  had,  by  decree  of  the 
convention,  changed  to  Dix  Aolit,  or  Tenth  of  August,  after 
the  assault  upon  the  Tnileries  on  that  memorable  day,  when 
the  Swiss  and  the  king's  immediate  attendants  were   so 
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shamefully  mnrdered  by  the  populace  of  Paris.  This 
man  died  game,  but  kept  vociferating  his  execrations 
upon  his  executioner,  until  he  was  silenced  by  the  fall  of 
the  axe. 

"  This  mode  of  execution  is  certainly  merciful,  inasmuch 
as  its  work  is  soon  done.  From  the  time  the  prisoners  de- 
scended from  the  carts  until  their  heads  were  all  in  long 
baskets  placed  in  the  same  carts  with  the  lifeless  trunks, 
was  fom-teen  minutes  !  Two  minutes  were  lost  by  changing 
the  cai-ta,  so  that  if  all  the  remains  could  have  been  placed 
in  one  basket,  but  twelve  minutes  would  have  been  re- 
quired for  beheading  the  sixteen  persona  1  The  square  was 
filled  with  people.  Great  numbei-s  of  the  lowest  classes — 
and  the  low  class  of  women  were  the  most  vociferous — 
were  there,  clapping  and  huzzaing  with  every  head  that 
fell.  These  were  the  same  people  who  sang  hallelujahs  on 
the  deaths  of  those  who  had  been  condemned  to  the  guil- 
lotine by  the  very  tribunal  who  had  now  paid  the  debt  they 
owed  to  the  city,  for  their  convictions  were  principally  of 
the  city.  Other  wretches  of  the  same  stamp  were  acting 
their  infernal  parts  in  different  departments  of  France. 
Notwithstanding  the  deserts  of  this  most  execrable  court, 
the  exhibition  was  horrid  to  my  feelings,  however  deserved 
the  fate  of  the  culprits. 

"  Mr.  Monroe,  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  told  me 
that  he  wished  a  service  to  be  rendered  by  some  one,  and 
felt  great  interest  that  I  should  give  my  aid  to  it.  The  ob- 
ject was  that  I  should  aid  in  sending  Mr,  George  "Washing- 
ton La  Fayette  to  the  United  States.  Hk  mother,  the 
Marchioness  La  Fayette,  was  then  in  Paris  with  her  daugh- 
ters and  Mr.  Fi'estal,  their  tutor.  Mr.  Monroe  gave  me  a 
letter  to  her,  and  I  found  her  lodged  in  the  third  story  in 
tlie  Eue  de  I'Ai-bre  Sec.  She  explained  her  object  to  me, 
which  was  to  get  her  son  sent  to  the  United  States  to  pre- 
vent him  fi-om  being  drawn  by  the  conscription  into  the 
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army.  He  was  then  foarteen  years  of  age.  The  proposal 
she  made  to  me  was,  that  I  should  apply  to  the  conyention 
for  permission  to  proci.ire  a  passport  for  her  eon  to  go  to 
America  for  the  purpose  of  hie  teing  educated  in  a  count- 
ing-house. As  the  marquis  was  in  bad  odor  in  France,  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  sink  the  real  name  of  the  party, 
and  to  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  a  passport  for 
G.  W.  Motier,  this  being  a  name  of  his  family  which  he 
had  a  right  to  assume.  Madame  La  Payette  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  Boissy  d'Anglas,  the  president  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  of  tlie  old  aristocracy  of  France,  and  from  him 
she  had  assurance  that  if  the  application  was  made  by  an 
Ameiican,  it  would  be  favorably  received.  Tl^e  marquis 
was  at  the  time  prisoner  in  the  castle  of  Olmutz,  in  Austria, 
and  the  object  of  madame  was  to  go  to  Mm  with  her 
daughters,  and  solace  him  in  his  deplorable  confinement, 
where  his  health  was  suffering. 

"  The  application  to  the  committee  was  complied  with, 
and  my  friend,  Mr.  Eussell,  who  took  an  active  pai-t  in  aid- 
ing in  the  plan,  accompanied  George  La  Fayette  to  Havre, 
where  was  an  American  ship  in  which  I  had  an  interest, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Thomas  Sturgis,  brother  to  Mr.  E. 
Sturgis,  who  married  my  eldest  sister.  To  him  I  gave  let- 
ters, requesting  that  Mr.  F.  might  have  a  passage  in  the 
ship,  which  was  freely  accorded.  Mr.  EusseU  and  myself 
paid  the  expense  of  the  journey  and  the  passage,  and  Mr. 
F,  ai-rived  in  Boston,  where  he  was  cordially  received  by 
my  family,  and  passed  some  time  there.  He  afterward 
went  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  lived  in  the  family  of  General 
Washington,  u,ntil,  in  the  following  yeai',  he  returned  to 
Europe,  when  he  entered  the  revolutionary  army. 

"  Ho  sei-ved  with  reputation ;  but  as  the  name  was  not  a 
favorite  one  with  the  existing  leader,  he  was  kept  in  the 
background  by  the  influence  of  General  Bonaparte,  and 
retired,  after  a  yeai-  or  two  of  service,  to  private  life.    He 
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is  yet  living  (1846),  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Deputies  since  the  fall  of  Bonaparte. 

"  Madame  La  Fayette  went  to  Austria,  and  remained 
with  hei'  husband  to  the  time  of  his  liberation.  Imme- 
diately after  his  being  set  at  liberty,  he  wrote  me  a  letter 
dated  at  Olmutz,  thanhing  me  for  the  share  I  had  taken  in 
enabling  his  wife  to  visit  him  in  his  distress,  and  declaring 
that  I  had  been  the  means  of  saving  his  life  by  the  means 
used  in  restoring  his  family  to  him.  This  letter  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Mis.  Eatea,  of  London,  to  whom  I  gave  it 
as  an  interesting  article  for  her  portfolio. 

"  The  circumstance  of  my  interference  in  sending  young 
La  Fayette  to  this  country  was  the  cause  of  one  of  the  most 
interesting  events  of  my  life.  It  was  known  to  General 
Washington,  through  the  fathisr  or  son,  or  both,  that  I 
had  been  active  in  procuring  the  sending  G.  W.  to  this 
country,  and  from  the  gi'eat  partiahty  he  had  for  the 
marquis,  he  was  pleased  to  regard  the  actors  in  a  favorable 
light. 

"  In  the  summer  of  1796 1  visited  the  city  of  Washington, 
which  was  decided  upon  as  the  future  seat  of  government, 
though  Congress  still  sat  at  Philadelphia.  While  I  was 
there,  General  Washington  passed  some  days  at  the  new 
seat  of  government.  He  lodged  at  the  Louse  of  Mr.  Peters, 
who  married  a  Miss  Custis,  gi'anddaughter  of  Mi-s.  Wash- 
ington. At  a  ball  given  by  Mrs.  Peters,  to  which  I  was 
invited,  I  was  introduced  to  the  General  by  Colonel  Lfear^ 
his  private  secretary,  and  was  graciously  received,  and  ii 
vited  to  visit  Mount  Temon,  and  pass  some  time  then 
This  was  not  to  be  declined,  and  a  few  days  after  I  went, 
as  invited,  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  man  I  cherished  in 
my  mind  beyond  any  earthly  being.  There  was  no  com- 
pany there,  except  Mr.  Thomas  Porter,  formerly  of  Boston, 
who  then  lived  at  Alexandria,  with  whom  I  was  intimately 
acquainted,  and  who  was  a  great  favorite  at  Momit  Ter- 
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noil.  He  took  me  to  the  residence  of  General  Washington, 
and  returned  after  dinner  to  his  own  residence. 

"  It  13  generally  known  that  the  General  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  talking  on  political  suhjects  with  any  hut  tliose 
connected  with  him  in  the  government.  Indeed,  he  was 
what  may  be  called  a  silent  man,  except  when  necessity 
called  upon  him  to  be  otherwise.  He  conversed  with  me 
on  internal  improvements,  and  observed  to  me  that  I  should 
probably  live  to  see  an  internal  communication,  by  canals 
and  rivera,  from  Georgia  to  Massachuaetts.  The  State  of 
Maine  had  not  then  been  separated  from  the  old  Bay  State, 
He  little  thought,  at  that  time,  or  ever,  of  the  railroads 
which  now  span  the  conntry.  General  "Washington,  it  is 
understood,  was  the  fiist  projector  of  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal,  between  Chesapeake  Bay  and  Albemarle  Sound,  in 
North  Carolina,  at  that  time  a  great  undertaking,  as  well 
as  the  lockage  of  the  little  falls  of  the  Potomac.  As  was 
before  remarked,  I  was  the  only  guest  at  Mount  Yemon  at 
the  time  spoken  of.  Mrs.  Washington  and  her  grand- 
daughter, Miss  Nelly  Custis,  with  the  General,  were  the 
only  inmate  of  the  parlor. 

"  The  situation  of  Mount  Vernon  is  known  to  every  one 
to  be  of  surpassing  beauty.  It  stands  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac,  bst  much  elevated  above  the  river,  and  affords 
an  extensive  view  of  this  beautiful  piece  of  water,  and  of 
the  opposite  shore.  At  the  back  of  the  house,  overlooking 
the  liver,  is  a  wide  piazza,  which  was  the  general  resort  in 
the  afternoon.  On  one  occasion,  when  sitting  there  with 
the  family,  a  toad  passed  near  to  where  I  sat  conversing 
■with  General  Washington,  which  led  him  to  ask  me  if  I 
had  ever  observed  this  reptile  swallow  a  fire-fly.  Upon 
my  answering  in  the  negative,  he  told  me  that  he  had,  and 
that  from  the  thinness  of  the  skin  of  the  toad,  he  had  seen 
the  light  of  the  fire-fly  after  it  had  been  swallowed.  This 
was  a  new,  and  to  me,  a  surprising  fact  in  natural  history. 
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"  I  need  not  remark  how  deeply  I  waa  interested  in 
every  word  which  fell  from  the  lips  of  thia  great  man,  I 
found  Mrs.  "Washington  to  be  an  extremely  pleasant  and 
nnaffeeted  lady,  rather  silent,  hut  tliis  was  made  up  for  by 
the  facetious  and  pleasant  young  lady,  Miss  Custis,  who 
afterward  married  Major  Lewis,  a  nephew  of  the  General, 
and  who  is  yet  living.  During  the  day  the  General  was 
either  in  his  study  or  in  the  saddle,  overlooking  the  culti- 
vation of  hia  farm. 

"  I  shall  never  forget  a  eireunistance  which  took  place 
on  the  first  evening  I  lodged  at  Mount  Yemon.  As  I  have 
said  before,  it  was  in  July,  when  the  day  trenched  far  npon 
the  evening,  and  at  seven  or  eight  o'clock  we  were  taking 
our  tea,  not  long  after  which  the  ladies  retired.  Knowing 
the  habit  of  the  General,  when  not  prevented  by  business, 
to  retire  early,  at  about  nine  o'clock  I  made  a  movement  in 
my  chair,  which  led  the  General  to  ask  rae  if  I  wished  to 
retire  fo  my  chamber.  Upon  my  answering  in  the  aiErma- 
tive,  observing  there  was  no  seiTant  in  the  room,  he  took 
one  of  the  candles  from  the  table,  leadmg  the  way  to  the 
great  staircase,  then  gave  me  the  candle,  and  pointed  out 
to  me  the  door  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  as  my  sleeping 
room.     Think  of  this ! 

"  In  the  room  in  which  I  laid  myself  down,  for  I  do  not" 
think  I  slept  at  all,  so  much  was  I  occupied  with  tlie  occur- 
rence of  the  day,  was  a  portrait  of  La  Tayette  the  elder, 
and  hanging  over  the  fireplace  the  hey  of  the  BastUe^ 
which,  I  believe,  retain  the  same  places  to  this  day.  On 
the  afternoon  of  tlie  second  day  after  I  arrived,  I  took  my 
leave  of  Mount  Vernon,  more  gratified  than  I  can  express. 

"  In  the  autumn  of  the  year  of  my  visit,  Mr.  Stuart 
(Gilbert)  painted  the  fiill-length  portrait  of  the  General, 
which  is  much  the  best  likeness  I  have  ever  seen  of  him. 
The  bust  I  have,  also  by  Stnart,  is  a  fae-simile  of  the 
original.     The   porti-ait  of  Mrs.  "Washington,  also  by  Stu- 
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art,  now  in  the  Atheneum,  is  an  excellent  litenees  of  that 
excellent  lady.  I  remember  her  amiahle  espression  of 
oowntenance,  and  courteous,  unaffected  manner,  as  -well  at 
this  time  as  half  a  centmy  since. 

"  The  Pi-esident  having  inquired  of  me  if  I  had  visited 
the  Great  Palls  of  the  Potomac,  andheing  answered  in  the 
negative,  ohserved  to  me  that  I  ought  not  to  leave  tliat 
part  of  the  country  without  visiting  them.  I  made  the 
excui-sion,  though  pressed  for  time,  and  to  my  great  satis- 
faction. 

"  I  Cfinsider  the  visit  to  Mount  Yemon  as  one  of  the 
most  interesting  of  my  life.  It  w^  the  only  opportimity 
which  I  should  have  ever  had  of  convei-sing  familiarly  with 
this  great  and  good  man.  Two  years  after  my  visit  he  died 
at  his  residence,  of  croup.  It  is  stated  that  he  waa  not 
well  treated  for  the  disorder,  and  that  with  more  skill  his 
life  "might  have  been  preserved,  though  I  doubt  if  his  hap- 
piness would  have  been  preserved  to  him,  had  ha  life  been 
spared.     Detraction  and  calumny  had  assailed  him. 

"  The  new  city  of  "Washington,  when  I  was  there,  had 
but  few  houses.  The  capitol  was  not  built  for  many  yeare 
afterward,  and  when  Congress  first  sat  there,  it  occupied,  I 
think,  a  building  erected  by  means  of  a  Tontine  specula- 
tion got  up  by  a  Mr.  Blodget,  who  went  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  was  well  kno^vn  as  a  great  projector  of  specula- 
tions of  one  sort  and  another." 

About  this  time  lie  was  made  commander  of  a  military 
coi'ps,  the  battalion  which  constitutes  the  guard  and  escort 
for  public  occasions  of  the  Governor  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel, 
having  for  some  time  previously  held  that  of  major  in  the 
same  corps. 

Witli  some  persons  it  may  excite  only  a  smile  of  derision 
to  mention  this  as  worth  remembering,  and  particularly  to 
add  as  the  cause  of  any  allusion  to  it,  that  he  was  so 
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generally  Imowii  aftei-ward  as  Colonel  Perkins,  that  his 
Humeroua  acqnaintaneea  throughout  the  country  might  te 
ill  douht  whether  he  is  the  individual  spoken  of  in  this 
memoir,  if  that  appellation  were  omitted.  Eut  there  are 
Bome  considerations  connected  with  this  that  deserve  no- 
tice. Tiie  foreigner  smiles  or  fi-owns,  as  he  feels  disposed, 
when  he  hears  any  reference  among  us  to  military  rank 
heyond  the  field  or  day  of  parade,  tmless  it  he  of  the  regu- 
lar army ;  but  in  this  he  overlooks  the  fact  that  the  cus- 
toms of  a  nation  ai-e  usually  connected  with  its  history  and 
political  character.  Military  rank  among  qtiiet  citizens  is 
not  so  empty  a  distinction  here  as  it  may  seem,  but  consti- 
tutes a  pledge  which  it  may  become  necessary  to  redeem 
in  earnest.  A  lai'ge  portion  of  the  bloodiest  and  most  im- 
portant battles  that  have  ever  occurred  among  us  have 
been  fought  chiefiy  by  the  militia.  The  deference  paid  to 
it  here  is  not  greater  now  than  that  with  which  the  same 
force  was  regarded  in  England,  when  the  regiment  of 
Coldstream  Guards  formed  a  large  part  of  the  standing 
,  army,  then  no  greater  than  ours  is  at  this  time. 

"  The  king  was  captain-general  of  this  large  force  ;  the 
lords-Heutcnants  and  their  deputies  had  the  command 
under  him,  and  appointed  meetings  for  drilling  and  inspec- 
tion. There  were  those  who  looked  on  the  militia  with  no 
friendly  eye.  The  enemies  of  the  liberties  and  religion  ot 
England  looked  with  aversion  on  a  force  which  could  not, 
without  extreme  risk,  he  employed  against  those  liberties 
and  that  religion,  and  missed  no  opportunity  of  throwing 
ridicule  on  the  rustic  soldiery.  In  Parliament,  however,  it 
was  necessary  to  express  such  opinions  with  some  reserve. 
The  aiTay  of  the  country  was  commanded  almost  exclu- 
sively by  Tory  noblemen  and  gentlemen ;  they  were  proud 
of  their  military  rank,  and  considered  an  insult  to  the  ser- 
vice to  which  they  belonged  as  offered  to  themselves. 
They  were  also  perfectly  aware  that  whatever  was  said 
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against  a  militia,  was  said  in  favor  of  a  standing  ai-my ;  and 
the  name  of  a  standing  army  was  hateful  to  them."* 

As  that  standing  army  was  gi'adually  enlarged,  however, 
and  the  profession,  of  arms  became  an  occupation  for  life,  a 
change  naturally  followed ;  the  exclusive  feeling  in  favor 
of  professional  rank  gained  strength ;  and  the  i-ecognition 
of  any  similar  claim  for  the  militsa  was  discouraged  as  a 
matter  of  taste,  hecause  it  aflected  privilege. 

But  no  such  change.has  taken  place  here.  "VVe  have  no 
intention  of  having  a  standing  army,  beyond  a  mere 
nucleiis,.from  which  we  can  extend,  when  necessary ;  witli 
an  academy  for  the  thorough  education  of  ofScera,  having 
no  need  of  more. 

It  is  not  a  mere  channel  or  a  narrow  sea,  but  the  broad 
ocean,  that  separates  us  from  those  nations  whose  power 
could  ever  endanger  our  safety.  And  if  such  power  should 
be  directed  against  us,  our  coast  and  frontier  being  equal 
in  extent  to  those  of  several  of  the  kingdoms  of  Europe 
taken  together,  no  army  that  we  are  likely  ever  to  have 
could  guard  the  line  of  exposure.  We  rely,  therefore, 
mainly  on  the  local  force  of  the  country  for  securliy  in 
war,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  order  in  peace.  Some 
attempts  have  been  made  among  us  £o  break  down  the 
militia  by  lidieule ;  but  it  seems  probable  that  until  vast 
changes  take  place  in  other,  respects,  we  shall  not  dispense 
with  this  system,  which  by  its  efEcient  actio^i  gains  defer- 
ence for  itself,  in  comparison  with  what  is  done  elsewhere. 
Many  proofs  that  it  does  so  might  be  given ;  one  wiU 
answer. 

In  1849,  the  year  succeeding  that  of  revolutions  in 
Europe,  a  serious  disturbance  occurred  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  the  dramatic  performances  there,  arising  from  dis- 
pleasm-e  toward  an  eminent  foreign  tragedian.  The  thea- 
ter was  surroimded  by  a  vast  multude,  many  of  them  in  a 

*  Maoaulay. 
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atafe  of  great  excitement ;  acte  of  violence  were  com- 
mitted ;  property  and  life  were  endangered ;  and  that  state 
of  things  existed  which  ia  thought  to  waiTant  the  use  of 
military  force.  It  came  promptly  when  smnmoned ;  mmi- 
bers  of  people  wei-e  killed  and  wonnded ;  tlie  mob  was 
dispersed ;  and  order  was  restored.  When  the  account  of 
this  reached  England,  it  was  remarked  in  one  of  tiie  lead- 
ing jonrnals  there,  with  reference  to  a  similar  event  which 
had  jnst  then  occrared  under  British  rule,  that  we  had,  at 
any  rate,  given  an  example  to  governments  of  gi'eater 
energy  in  form  than  om-  own  how  to  deal  with  rioters.  In 
the  same  steamer  that  earned  this  account,  or  the  one  that 
preceded  it,  there  went  the  particulaa-s  of  a  riot  just  over 
our  frontier,  in  Canada.  There,  tiie  nobleman  who  repre- 
sented the  majesty  of  England  was  driven  by  the  mob 
il-om  the  seat  of  government,  and  pursued  toward  his 
country-seat ;  the  Parliament-house  was  burned  with  the 
ai'chives,  a  library  of  great  value,  and  othei'  public  prop- 
erty ;  and  if  any  punishment  has  ever  been  inflicted  for 
this,  it  must  have  been  so  slight  that  it  has  scarcely  been 
heard  of  out  of  the  province. 

There  is,  likewise,  something  of  exaggeration  in  reference 
to  the  use  of  military  titles  in  this  country.  "Where  a  dozen 
instances  can  be  given  of  it,  often  arising  accidentally  from 
assiduous  attention,  personal  appearance,  or  otherwise,  prob- 
ably a  score  of  others  might  be  adduced  where  there  is  no 
further  allusion  to  rank  in  the  militia  after  the  service  is 
performed,  even  including  some  officers  who  have  met  a 
foreign  enemy  successfully  in  battle. 

But  Colonel  Perkins  was  a  man  distinguished  for  energy, 
for  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived,  and  for  a  desire  to  maintain 
and  promote  its  respectability.  He  acted  with  vigor  in 
limes  of  great  excitement ;  a  prominent  part  was  frequently 
assigned  him,  either  to  assist  in  the  direction  of  public 
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as  leader  on  important  committees  ;  and  hia 
name  being  necessarily  often  in  print,  he  was  designated, 
naturally  enough,  in  the  way  that  indicated  its  connection 
with  public  order,  and  thus  added  something  to  its  weight. 
The  military  rant,  therefore,  which  might  otherwise  have 
soon  been  forgotten,  as  it  generally  has  been  in  regard  to 
those  who  have  held  it  in  the  same  corps,  but  with  less  dis- 
tinction in  other  respeete,  became  widely  associated  with  his 
name,  and  so  eontinned  until  his  decease.  This  was  the 
more  natural,  because  the  tone  of  his  character  and  his  or- 
dinary bearing  were  obviously  in  keeping  with  the  senti- 
ment which  he  once  proposed  for  a  toast  at  some  military 
festival — "  That  high  and  honorable  feeling  which  makes 
gentlemen  soldiers,  and  soldiers  gentlemen," 

Soon  afterward  he  was  chosen  President  of  the  Boston 
branch  of  the  United  States  Bank — quite  a  distinction  at 
that  time,  when  there  were  few  bants  in  the  country,  and 
a  retnarkable  one  for  a  man  so  young  as  he  was  then.  The 
choice  was  owing  to  a  warm  rivalry  for  the  honor  between 
two  distinguished  merchants  much  older  than  himself, 
whose  friends  at  length  mutually  agreed  to  end  the  contest 
by  selecting  a  third  candidate,  on  whom  all  conld  unite. 
He  was  too  much  engaged  in  his  own  enterprises  to  retain 
the  place  long,  and  in  a  year  or  two  he  was  succeeded  by 
the  Hon.  George  Cabot,  eminent  not  only  as  a  commercial 
man,  but  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

In  1805,  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  State,  as  he 
frequently  was  afterward;  and  for  eighteen  or  twenty 
years  following  he  was,  most  of  the  time,  member  of  one 
branch  or  the  other  of  the  legislature,  but  generally  of  the 
senate,  unless  absent  from  the  countiy.  Being  a  man  of 
few  words,  he  rai-ely  toot  part  in  debate ;  but  his  opinions 
were  marked  by  decision,  what  he  said  was  to  the  point, 
his  language  was  good,  and  when  he  was  strongly  moved 
he  spoke  with  power.     One  of  his  colleagues  in  the  senate, 
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who  afterward  had  long  experience  in  Congress,  and  was 
favorahly  diatinguished  there  as  well  as  at  the  bar,  has  re- 
marked since,  that  he  had  rarely  heard  pubKe  men  make  a 
short,  off-hand  speech  with  more  effect  than  Col.  Perkins 
occasionally  did  when  his  feelings  were  deeply  engaged  in 
the  subject  of  debate. 

He  was  never  in  Congress  himself ;  although  his  elec- 
tion would  have  been  certain  if  he  would  have  accepted  a 
nomination  as  candidate,  and  there  wei-e  several  occasions 
when  it  was  desirable  to  his  political  friends,  who  predom- 
inated by  a  large  majority  in  his  district,  to  have  had  a 
commercial  representative  there  like  him.  It  is  under- 
stood that  he  might  at  one  time  have  been  made  Secretary 
of  the  "Navy,  if  he  had  been  disposed  to  take  charge  of  that 
department  of  the  national  government.  But  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  deslroos  of  political  distinction ;  and 
the  engagements  in  conuneree  which  required  his  attention 
were  too  important  to  be  made  subordinate  to  any  other 
demands  on  his  time. 

In  the  nari'ative  addressed  to  his  children,  after  relating 
the  foregoing  eirctimstances  of  his  visit  to  Mount  Venion, 
he  proceeds  as  follows : 

I  "But  to  return  to  the  object  of  these  doUings  down — ^my 
own  concerns.  The  northwest  trade  led  to  a  continued 
communication  with  Ohina,  and  in  1798  we  bought  and 
sent  to  Canton  direct  the  ship  Thomas  Eussell ;  and  Mr, 
Ephraim  Bumstead,  then  the  eldest  apprentice  in  our 
counting-house,  went  out  as  supercargo  ;  and  in  1803,  we 
entered  into  an  engagement  with  him  to  go  to  China,  and 
there  establish  a  hovme  for  the  transaction  of  our  own  and 
other  business  when  presented  to  them.  Mr.  B.  took  pass- 
age in  a  ship  from  Providence,  belonging  partly  to  mer- 
chants there  and  to  J.  &  T.  H,  P. 

"  Mr.  J.  P.  Cushing,  then  in  onr  counting-house,  went 
with  Mr.  Bumstead  as  his  clerk.    He  was  then  sixteen 
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years  old,  wrote  a  fine  hand,  was  a  veiy  steady  kd,  and 
had  a  great  taste  for  going  abroad.  Soon  after  their  arrival 
in  China,  Mr.  B.  was  obliged,  from  niness,  to  leave  Canton 
with  the  intention  of  recmiting,  and  then  returning  to 
China.  But  he  never  returned,  having  died  on  the  passage 
to  the  port  for  which  he  was  bound. 

"Kr.  Gushing  was  therefore  left  at  this  early  age  to 
manage  the  concerns  of  the  house,  which  were  increased 
by  consignments,  and  which  required  a  good  head  to  dh'eet 
them.  This,  fortunately,  Mr.  C.  possessed,  and  the  business 
which  fell  into  his  hands  was  as  well  conducted  as  if  Mr. 
B.  had  been  on  the  spot.  "We  afterward  sent  a  nephew  of 
my  brother's  wife,  Mr.  Paine,  to  join  him.  He  remained 
but  a  short  time  in  China.  Mr.  Gushing  was  taken  into 
copartnership  with  us,  and  so  continued  until  his  return  to 
America,  or  rather  to  the  dissolution  of  the  house  in  1827. 
He  had  visited  the  United  States  in  1807,  but  soon  returned 
to  China,  and  did  not  leave  it  until  twenty  years  after  that 
time.  He  was  well  repaid  for  his  undertaking  by  the  re- 
sult." 

When  the  tidings  of  Mr.  Bumstead's  death  reached  Bos- 
ton, Colonel  Perkins  immediately  decided  to  go  to  China 
himself,  as  there  seemed  to  him  to  be  no  alternative  in 
such  an  emei^ency ;  and  he  made  prepai-ations  for  his  de- 
parture accordingly.  But  just  before  he  was  ready  to  sail, 
a  vessel  ariived  in  a  short  passage  from  Canton  with  letters 
firom  Mr.  Gushing,  who  was  his  nephew,  giving  so  clear  a 
report  of  the  business  of  the  house,  and  showing  so  much 
ability  in  the  management  of  it,  that  he  felt  safe  in  postpo- 
ning his  voyage  at  fli-st,  and  afta-ward  in  relinquishing  it  , 
altogether,  as  it  became  obvious  that  Mr.  C,  young  as  he 
was,  needed  no  aid  in  performing  the  duties  thus  devolved 
upon  him. 

Under  his  guidance,  the  house  there  was  at  length  so 
favorably  known  that  consignments  increased  until  they 
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interfered  with  tJie  bnsineas  of  the  house  itself,  and  it  he- 
came  desirahle  to  give  them  some  other  direction.  A  dis- 
tinct commission-house  was,  therefore,  established  at  Canton 
for  this  purpose,  under  the  auspices  and  with  the  favor  of 
Perkins  and  Co.,  which  continues  to  this  day,  although  the 
first  partners  withdrew  from  it  rich  many  yeao^  ago.  A 
long  line  of  successors  following  them  have  managed  the 
same  establishment  by  turns,  and  retired  from  it  successively 
with  fortunes,  with  which  they  have  returned  to  the  United 
States.  If  all  those  wei-e  enumerated  whose  success  in  life 
might  thus  be  traced  to  that  first  voyage  of  Col.  Perkii^  to 
China  in  1789,  the  number  would  cause  surprise. 

"Embargoes  and  non-intercom'se,"  he  continues  in  the 
nan-ative,  "  with  political  and  other  causes  of  embarrass- 
ment, crowed  our  path,  but  we  kept  om-  trade  with  China, 
and  during  the  war  of  the  Peninsula,  embarked  largely  in 
the  shipment  of  provisions  to  Spain  and  Portugal.  Our 
general  plan  was  to  freight  vessels,  load  them  with  fiour  at 
the  south  for  Europe,  and  have  the  funds  remitted  to  Lon- 
don. To  make  some  necessary  arrangemcuts  respecting 
them,  I  took  passage  in  the  brig  Reaper,  belonging  to  my 
friend  Renry  Lee,  for  London,  in  August,  1811.  The  in- 
tention of  Mr.  Lee  was  to  proceed  to  Lidia  in  the  brig, 
taking  funds  from  England,  and  retmiiing  to  Boston  with 
Calcutta  cloths,  which  then  paid  a  great  advance.  I  sent 
funds  in  her,  and  she  returned  in  the  year  1813,  dm-ing  the 
■  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  with  great  profit.  Long-cloths 
of  India  then  brought  25  cents  per  yard,  though  an  inferior 
article  to  what  is  now  made  in  this  country  and  sold  at  six 
cents,  being  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  piico  the  India 
cloths  then  sold  at.  I  remained  in  London  during  the 
year,  nr  until  the  summer,  and  returned  after  war  had  been 
declared.  While  in  London  I  boiight,  with  the  elder  Mr. 
Higginson,  goods  brought  into  England  for  France,  which 
residted  in  ^-eat  gain. 
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'<  In  the  spring,  I  bought  a  caiTiage,  with  Mr.  Alexander 
Everett,  and  was  made  bearer  of  dispatches  for  France. 
At  that  time  the  only  communication  was  hj  Morlaix  from 
Plymouth.  There  I  took  a  Tesael  of  about  40  or  50  tons  in 
which  to  cross  the  channel.  As  we  had  no  use  but  for  the 
cabm,  we  gave  passage  to  a  dozen  or  more  Frenchmen, 
who  had  been  exchanged  and  had  no  means  of  getting  to 
France  but  by  the  privileged  vessels  which  left  Plymouth 
from  time  to  time.  Among. the  pei-sons  to  whom  a  free 
passage  was  given,  was  one  who  had  resided  some  years  , 
in  our  good  ci-ty  of  Boston,  and  Vho  doubtless  had  known 
me  as  active  m  resisting  the  principles  of  the  Jacobins. 
This  individual  was  the  cause  of  my  detention  at  Morlaix 
nearly  three  weeks,  having  reported  me  to  the  commissary 
at  Morlaix  as  opposed  to  the  French  and  a  great  friend  of 
the  English.  In  consequence,  I  was  ordered  to  remain  at 
IToriaix  until  orders  were  received  from  Pai-is.  After 
writing  to  Mi-.  Eai-low,  the  then  minister  of  the  United 
States,  and  using  other  means,  we  were  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed to  Paris.  During  my  stay  at  Morlaix,  my  limit  was 
the  towii,  unless  accompanied  by  one  of  the  gens  d'armes. 
I  visited  the  lead  mines  in  that  vicinity,  and  made  other 
excursions  within  30  or  40  nailes,  and  was  upon  the  whole 
very  civilly  treated  hy  Morean,  the  commissioner,  after  he 
was  satisfied  that  my  object  in  visiting  France  was  com- 
mercial and  not  political.  Moreau,  the  general,  although 
from  the  same  town,  was  not  a  relative  of  the  commissioner, 
who  was  a  great  Bonapartist 

"  An  incident  which  caused  me  much  anxiety,  and  which 
might  have  been  attended  by  serious  consequences,  oc- 
cm-red  in  or  was  connected  with  this  journey.  On  my 
leaving  London,  Mr.  EusseU,  who  was  then  charg6  d'affaires 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  on  my  going 
to  his  house  for  dispatches,  put  into  ray  hands  a  package 
of  some  sheets  in  volume,  directed  to  Ool.  Tchemiche^ 
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chancellor  to  the  Rnsaian  minister,  Prince  Konmkine,  at 
Paris.  Had  I  considered  a  moment  I  should  have  doubted 
the—" 

Here  the  narrative  is  broken  off.  It  was  suspended,  prob- 
ablj,  at  his  departure  from  Saratoga,  where  it  is  dated,  and 
was  never  continued.  Bnt,  in  convenation,  he  gave  a 
graphic  aocoimt  of  the  solicitude  which  he  felt  while  he 
was  detained  in  Morlaiz,  at  having  with  him  dispatches  so 
directed,  which  might  be  discovered  in  his  possession ;  of 
the  momentous  state  of  affairs  which  he  found  on  his  ar- 
rival in  Paris,  shortly  before  the  open  breach  of  Wapoleon 
with  Eussia,  that  led  to  tie  fatal  campaign  in  the  north ; 
of  the  diffloulty  that  he  had  in  safely  delivering  the  dis- 
patches ;  the  acknowledgments  that  he  received  from  the 
Russian  embassy  for  domg  it  successfhlly ;  the  angi-y  look 
which  he  saw  the  emperor  cast  from  his  seat  in  the  theater 
toward  the  box  of  the  Enssian  embassador,  as  if  it  was 
meant  that  it  should  be  observed ;  and  tlie  departure  of 
the  latter  from  Paris  the  following  day. 

While  he  was  at  Morlaix  an  incident  there  called  mto 
action  some  of  those '  qualities  of  heart  and  head  which 
were  repeatedly  exercised  afterward  on  a  greater  scale,  the 
spirit  that  freely  contributes  to  the  alleviation  of  distress, 
and  the  intelligent  skill  which  can  make  one  hberal  con- 
tribution the  means  of  eliciting  the  action  of  a  community 
in  a  good  cause.  The  story  is  told  m  a  letter  to  Mrs. 
Perkins,  loo  long  to  he  inserted  entire,  bnt  interesting 
throughout,  and  some  passages  will  show  his  habits  of 
observation  as  a  traveler,  with  something  of  the  state  of 
France  at  that  time ; 

"  Cheehoubo,  June  3,  1812. 

"  My  Diis  Sabah  ;— I  can  easily  conceive  from  my  own 
feelings  how  much  pleasure  the  receipt  of  this  letter  wfll 
give  you,  befaig  the  only  one  I  have  written  you  for  two 
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montlis,  excepting  a  short  one  from  Morlaix  which  waa  not 
calculated  to  aiford  jou  much  satisfaction,  as  I  was  then 
under  a  degree  of  i-estraint,  which  has  not  left  me  from  that 
time  to  this,  I  am  now  here  waiting  the  an.'ival  of  the 
"Wasp  (sloop-of-war)  from  England,  where  she  returns  again 
to  land  me  with  the  dispatches  from  the  minister  at  Paris 
to  the  charg6  d'affaires  at  London.  You  may  well  suppose 
what  my  anxiety  is  to  hear  from  home,  having  received  no 
letters  of  later  date  than  Fehruaiy.  My  anxiety  is  much 
increased  from  the  uncertainty  as  to  our  situation  in  regard 
to  the  war.  If  we  ai-e  engaged  in  the  contest,  I  shall  find 
it  difiiciilt  to  return.  My  passport  to  leave  the  country  was 
kept  back,  and  but  for  exertions  which  I  made  thi-ongh 
some  persons  whom  I  had  interested  in  my  behalf,  I  might 
have  been  some  months  longer  detained. 

■ "  You  will  want  to  know  what  has  been  the  disposition 
of  my  time  since  I  arrived  in  Prance,  I  was  detained  at 
Horlaix  fifteen  days,  and  but  for  the  exertions  of  my 
friends  might  have  been  there  this  bom,  as  a  gentleman 
who  an-ived  there  a  month  hefore  me  has  been  detained 
there  till  this  time,  and  can  get  no  permission  either  to 
return  to  America  or  to  go  to  Paris.  Another  hearer  of 
dispatches  was  tliere  a  month,  I  was  not  so  much  emiuyS 
as  those  gentlemen  who  were  looking  to  Paris, as  the  place 
where  they  were  to  realize  golden  dreams  of  pleasure.  As 
I  am  fond  of  spying  out  wonders,  I  got  permission  to  visit 
a  lead  mine,  which  is  at  no  great  distance  from  Moriaix, 
and  which  afforded  me  the  highest  gi-atification.  There 
are  upward  of  twelve  hundred  persons  employed  at  the 
workg.  The  descent  from  the  surface  to  the  deepest  part 
is  800  feet.  I  was  astonished  to  find  the  price  of  this 
severe  labor  so  low.  Twelve  hours'  labor  is  exacted  in  the 
twenty-four.  The  time  employed  in  going  down  and  re- 
tm'ning  is  not  included.  And  for  this  the  men  receive 
about  18  to  30  cents  per  day,  and  ^d  themselves.    Men 
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only,  with  a  few  boys,  are  employed  in  the  mines.  "Wo- 
men, both  old  and  young,  and  children  down  to  five  years 
old,  are  employed  in  selecting  the  good  from  the  bad  ore, 
breaking  it  in  pieces,  and  working  it.  They  receive  from 
four  to  seven  sons,  equal  to  as  many  cents,  per  day.  They 
find  themselves,  and  work  from  the  getting  up  to  the  going 
down  of  the  sun,  the  year  through.  Ton  will  ask  how  they 
subsist,  I  can  hai-dly  imagine  how  they  get  along,  but  so 
it  is ;  and  I  do  not  see  but  they  appear  as  healtliy  as  people 
in  general  who  are  employed  in  hard  labor  of  a  difi'erent 
kind.  Black  bread,  moistened  with  a  kind  of  lard,  or  bad 
butter,  furnishes  them  their  food,  and  the  spring  quenches 
their  thirst.  Once  in  a  while  they  have  a  few  pounds  of 
beef  boiled  to  pieces  in  a  pot,  containing  half  a  baiTel  of 
water  and  a  few  vegetables.  This  soup,  as  it  is  called,  is  a 
sort  of  luxurious  living,  which  is  too  good  to  be  served 
often.  I  found  that  were  twice  the  number  of  women 
wanted  tliey  might  be  had ,;  and  even  of  men  of  a  certain 
ago,  -which  does  not  include  the  term  when  they  ai-e  wanted 
for  the  army. 

"  Wlien  I,  returned  to  Morlaix,  I  found  my  passport  had 
arrived,  so  that  1  could  not  go  again  to  visit  this  veiy  in- 
teresting work.  Upon  the  whole,  my  fifteen  days  went 
away  much  more  pleasantly  than  I-  had  expected,  and  I 
should  not  have  hung  myself  had  I  been  obliged  to  remain 
there  a  week  longer. 

"There  is  a. tobacco  manufactory  at  Morlaix,  on  a  very 
large  scale.  Twelve  hundi-ed  and  sixty  persons  are  daily 
at  work  at  it.  AH  the  manufactures  of  snuff,  and  tobacco 
in  every  shape,  in  the,  empire  belong  to  the  government, 
who  purchase  the  raw  material  and  work  it  into  the  form 
in  which  it  is  used.  I  contrived  to  get  admission,  and  was 
astonished  at  the  extent  of  the  establishment. 
,  "  It  is  astonishing  to  observe  the  difference  in  numbers 
between  the  men  and  women  you  see  in  the  sti-eets  in 
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every  town  through  wMch  you  pass.  At  Moi-laix,  tbey 
say  there  are  fourteen  females  to  one  male  in  the  town. 
You  would  hardly  suppose  there  was  any  part  of  France,  I 
mean  of  France  as  it  was  under  the  old  government,  in 
which  the  inhabitanta  of  whole  districts  do  not  speak 
French,  This,  however,  is  the  case  in  Brittany.  The 
people  who  live  a  mile  from  the  town  speak  no  more 
Fi'ench  than  they  do  Greek.  Their  language  is  the  "Welsh, 
and  is  the  only  one  spoken  by  them,  until  they  leave  their 
villages  and  come  to  the  towns  to  reside,  or  go  to  the  army, 
when  they  are  obliged  to  learn  the  French.  The  people 
who  live  in  the  towns  are  obliged  to  leam  the  Brittany  lan- 
guage, or  they  could  not  go  to  the  market,  or  have  any 
communication  with  the  country  people.  Before  taking 
my  leave  of  Morlaix,  I  must  relate  to  you  a  fact  that  came 
under  my  own  knowledge,  by  which  you  can  appreciate 
the  tenure  by  which  liberty  is  held  here. 

"The  family  in  which  I  lived  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
spectable in  Morlaix,  in  point  of  property,  previous  to  the 
revolution.  Like  many  others,  it  was  reduced  to  very  nar- 
row means  by  the  then  existing  state  of  things,  as  their 
■wealth  consisted  principally  in  vessels,  which  cither  per- 
ished at  the  wharves,  or  were  taken  by  the  powers  which 
then  ruled,  and  were  totally  lost  to  Monsieur  Beau,  who 
■was  their  proprietor.  Having  been  the  agent  for  the  lead 
mines  for  a  long  time,  this  was  a  resource  to  him,  and 
although  the  stipend  arising  from  this  was  a  moderate  one, 
yet  it  served  to  feed  his  ■wife  and  children,  who  were  some 
six  or  seven  in  number.  M.  Bean  died  a  few  years  since, 
and  leit  his  widow  ■without  any  resource  for  the  support  of 
her  family.  Being  a  woman  of  a  good  deal  of  character, 
the  company  to  whom  the  mines  belong  concluded  to  con- 
tin^ae  the  agency  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Bean,  who,  with  the 
aid  of  her  youngest  son,  has  carried  on  the  purchases  and 
sales  to  this  time.    The  two  eldest  sons  got  clerkships  in 
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the  tobacco  maimfactory,  and  a  daughter  was  married,  eo 
tJiat  but  one  daughter  and  one  son  were  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  old  lady.  Their  means  were,  to  "be  sure,  small, 
but  their  wants  were  few,  and  although  their  whole  income 
was  not  more  than  six  hundred  dollare  per  annum,  the  son 
who  aided  his  mother  in  the  lead-mine  agency  had  made  a 
matrimonial  engagement;  and  not  believing  that  '  Lo-?e 
would  fly  out  of  the  window,  although  Poverty  looked  in 
at  the  door,'  a  day  was  designated  for  the  marriage,  and  I 
was  invited  as  a  guest  at  the  meeting  of  the  family,  which 
was  to  take  place  in  the  evening.  The  marriage  ceremony 
took  place  in  the  morning  at  the  parish  church,  and  at 
about  ten  o'clock  I  was  introduced  to  the  bride,  whom  I 
found  to  be,  as  I  had  heard  her  represented  to  be,  a  very 
beautiful  woman  of  about  twenty,  with  a  very  prepos- 
sessing countenance,  which  it  was  universally  acknowl- 
edged was  a  perfect  index  of  her  amiable  mind.  She 
seemed  perfectly  happy,  and  nothing  but  joy  was  visible  In 
every  countenance  in  the  family.  All  was  happiness  and 
gayety  and  laugh  and  frolic^  Mark  the  sad  change !  At 
twelve  o'clock  the  bridegroom  received  notice  that  he  had 
been  drawn  in  the  conscription,  and  that  on  Sunday  he 
muBt  be  at  Camp^ge,  a  distance  of  thirty  leagues.  This 
was  on  Thursday.  In  such  cases  entreaty  is  vain,  and 
never  resorted  to,  because  always  ineffectual.  To  go  to  the 
army  was  to  go,  to  return  when  lihe  exigencies  of- the  State 
no  longer  required  his  services.  The  whole  family  was  in 
a  state  little  short  of  distraction  when  I  left  the  town, 
which  was  early  on  the  next  morning.  The  lowest  price 
at  which  a  substitute  could  be  procured  was  three  thousand 
francs,  and  the  family  could  not  command  half  the  money 
in  all  its  branches.  The  peculiar  situation  of  this  family 
seemed  to  paralyze  the  whole  town,  and  led  to  an  exertion 
which  is  seldom  made,  and  which  proved  effectual  in  pre- 
venting this  young  man  from  being  torn  from  the  embraces 
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of  his  eharming  wife  and  amiable  mother.  I  have  tlie  eat- 
isfaction  of  having  put  the  thing  in  train,  and  shall  always 
coneider  the  opportunity  aa  one  of  the  nicst  gratifying 
which  ever  presented  itself  to  me.  After  my  arrival  in 
Paris,  I  received  a  letter  saying  that  my  example  had 
been  followed,  and  that  it  had  prodnced  the  effect  desired. 
This  is  an  anecdote,  or  rather  this  part  of  it,  for  your  own 
private  ear,  and  you  will  not,  of  couree,  show  this  letter." 

Some  yeara  afterward  he  was  again  at  Morlaix,  and  aa  a 
proof  of  the  affection  and  respect  with  which  the  remem- 
brance of  him  was  cherished,  he  found  that  the  room 
which  ho  had  occupied  at  the  time  of  this  occuirence  had 
been  kept  in  the  precise  order  in  which  he  left  it,  no  arti- 
cle having  been  removed  from  its  place. 

After  his  return  from  this  voyage  to  Europe,  he  took  an 
active  and  very  important  part  in  measures  for  eatabhshing 
■  the  Massaehusetta  General  Hospital  with  an  Asylum  for 
the  Insane,  the  necessity  for  which  had  begun  to  be  deeply 
felt.  He  was  one  of  those  to  whom  an  act  of  incorporation 
had  been  granted  for  the  purpose,  with  a  valuable  donation 
from  the  Commonwealth,  on  the  condition  that  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  should  be  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion within  a  limited  time.  Hia  name  was  at  the  head  of 
the  first  list  of  trustees,  and  he  undertook  the  work  which 
his  position  involved  with  characteristic  energy.  His  in- 
fluence and  his  services  were  highly  appreciated  by  those 
with  whom  he  was  engaged  in  that  undertaking.  The  sub- 
scriptions were  made  on  the  condition  that  the  full  sum  of 
$100,000  should  be  obtained,  so  that  the  whole  depended 
on  entire  success.  Besides  his  exertions  in  rousing  other 
subscribers,  he  and  his  elder  brother  contributed  five  thou- 
sand dollars  each  toward  the  fund,  and  it  was  completed 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  condition.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  efforts  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  this  movement 
have  been  productive  of  all  the  good  which  they  hoped  to 
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effect.  Tlie  institution  bears  a  fair  compai-ison  with  tliose 
of  the  same  kind  in  other  places,  and  has  become  cele- 
brated throughout  the  world  for  the  first  successful  applica- 
tion of  the  great  discovery  in  the  use  of  ether  for  surgical 
operations. 

His  elder  brother  and  partner,  James  Perkins,  Esq.,  died 
in  the  year  1833.  The  following  passages  from  a  notice  of 
his  death,  published  at  the  time,  show  the  estimation  in 
which  he  was  held  : 

"  While  his  real  and  most  eloquent  eulogy  is  to  be  sought 
in  the  course  of  an  industrious,  honorable,  and  most  useful 
life,  it  is  due  to  the  virtnes  he  practiced,  to  the  example  he 
set,  to  tiie  noble  standard  of  character  on  which  he  acted, 
not  to  be  entirely  silent,  now  that  nothing  remains  of  them 
but  their  honored  naemory.  He  had  received  in  boyhood, 
under  the  care  of  an  excellent  mother,  the  preparatory  in- 
struction which  might  have  fitted  him  for  an  academical  ■ 
education ;  but  the  approach  of  the  Eevolutionai-y  War, 
and  the  discouraging  aspect  of  the  times,  dictated  the  com- 
mercial career  as  more  prudent. 

"  In  enterprises  extending  over  Sie  habitable  globe,  era- 
ploying  thousands  of  agents,  constantly  involving  fortunes 
in  their  result,  and  requiring,  on  many  occasions  neces- 
sarily incident  to  business  of  this  extent,  no  secondary 
degree  of  firmness  and  courage,  not  a  shadow  of  suspicion 
of  any  thing  derogatory  to  the  highest  and  purest  sense  of 
honor  and  conscience  ever  attached  to  his  conduct.  The 
character  of  such  a  man  pught  to  be  held  up  for  imi- 
tation." 

Mr.  James  Perkins  left  a  largo  fortune,  acquired  in  this 
honorable  course ;  and  is  still  remembei-ed  for  dastinguisbed 
liberality  in  all  appeals  that  were  made  when  he  lived,  for 
charity  or  public  good,  to  the  affluent  and  generous  in 
the  community ;  for  his  liberal  donations  to  several  insti- 
tutions ;  and  especially  for  a  munificent  ^ft  of  real  estate, 
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of  tlic  value  of  about  $20,000,  to  tlie  Boston  Atheneiim, 
and  the  bequeat  of  $20,000  more  to  the  University  at  CaKi- 
bridge.  The  decease  of  such,  an  associate  in  the  commer- 
cial vicissitudes  of  nearly  forty  yeaa-s  was  deeply  felt  by  his 
surviving  partner  and  brother. 

In  1826,  it  was  proposed  to  raise  a  considerable  sum  for 
additions  to  the  Atheneiim.  Something  over  $30,000  was 
requii-ed.  Gol.  Perkins  and  his  nephew,  Mr.  James  Per- 
kins, son  and  sole  heir  of  his  deceased  brother,  contributed 
one-half  of  it,  paying  eight  thousand  dollars  each,  on  the 
condition  that  the  same  amount  should  be  subscribed  by 
the  public ;  which  was  done.  He  made  other  valuable  do- 
nations to  the  Atheneum,  and  was  for  several  years  presi- 
dent of  that  institution. 

Soon  after  this,  having  witnessed  the  successful  com- 
mencement of  railroads  in  England,  he  resolved  to  intro- 
duce fhem  here ;  and  having  obtained  a  charter  for  the 
Granite  Railway  Company,  he  caused  one  of  two  miles  in 
length  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  granite 
from  the  quarries  in  Quincy  to  £he  water.  This  was  the 
first  raih'oad  built  in  this  country,  though  there  was  a  rough 
contrivance  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  removal  of  coal,  which 
is  said  to  have  preceded  it.  It  has  beea  the  means  of  add- 
ing large  quantities  of  granite  to  the  building  materials  of 
our  cities,  and  its  effect  is  seen  extending  as  far  as  ITew 
Orleans. 

In  1833,  a  movement  was  made  to  obtain  funds  for  the 
establishment  of  a  school  for  blind  children  in  Boston. 
Having  been  deeply  interested  by  an  exhibition  given  to 
show  their  capacity  for  improvement,  he  made  a  donation 
of  his  mansion-house  in  Pearl-street  as  a  place  for  their 
residence.  He  gave  it  on  the  condition  that  the  sum  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  should  be  contributed  by  the  public 
as  a  fund  to  aid  in  their  support.  Efforts  were  made  ac- 
cordingly to  efiect  that  object,  and  proved  to  be  entirely 
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SHceessflil.  The  school  was  tliiis  placed  on  a  stable  founda- 
tion, and  by  means  that  insured  it  continued  care.  The 
incitement  which  had  thus  been  offered  to  the  community 
to  secure  so  valuable  an  estate  as  a  gitl  to  the  pubhc,  roused 
genera]  attention  to  the  subject  that  could  induce  such  a 
donation.  Mutual  sympathy  in  endeavoring  to  effect  the 
purpose  was  a  natural  result.  This  became  widely  diffused. 
An  institution  which  tlius  offered  intelligence,  enjoyment, 
and  usefulness,  in  place  of  ignorance,  sorrow,  and  idleness, 
was  recognized  by  the  government  of  the  State  as  deseiT- 
ing  aid  from  the  Oonmionwealth,  and  liberal  public  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  education  there  of  blind  children 
whose  parents  needed  assistance. 

Under  the  dii-ection  of  Dr.  Howe  it  has  been  eminently 
successful,  and  is  known  through  the  country  as  an  import- 
ant example  of  what  may  be  done.  Indeed,  it  may  be 
said  farther,  that  the  eounti-y  itself  is  more  -widely  and  fa- 
vorably known  in  the  Old  World  from  the  annual  reports 
of  what  has  been  effected  there,  not  only  by  improvements 
in  the  art  of  printing  for  the  blind,  but  by  new  discoveries 
in  tlie  possibility  of  instniction,  which  he  has  demon- 
strated. 

The  publications  from  the  press  of  the  institution,  under 
his  care,  probably  comprise  more  matter  than  all  other 
works  in  the  English  language  that  have  ever  been  pub- 
lished for  the  me  of  the  blind ;  and  at  the  recent  "  Exhibi- 
tion of  Works  of  Industry  of  all  Nations"  m  the  Crystal 
Palace  of  London,  the  prize  medal  was  awarded  to  his  spe- 
cimens for  the  best  system  of  letters  and  the  beat  mode  of 
printing  such  books.  But,  beyond  this,  Dr.  Howe  has  en- 
larged the  science  of  mind  by  reaching  and  developing  the 
intellect  of  the  blind  and  deaf  mute,  shut  up  from  human 
intercourse  by  obstruction  in  all  avenues  of  the  senses  but 
one,  and  proved  that  the  single  sense  of  touch  can  be  made 
the  medium  for  effectual  insti-uction  in  reading  and  wri- 


.y  Google 


THOMAS   HANDASTD   PERKINS,  77 

ting,  and  for  the  free  intercbange  even  of  the  most  refined 
and  delicate  sentimenfa  that  are  known  to  the  lieart  of  wo- 
man. In  this,  he  was  the  fli-st  to  reduce  to  certointy  what 
had  hefore  been  only  a  problem,  and  has  shown  that  there 
is  no  solid  ground  for  the  principle  of  law  on  the  subject, 
as  laid  down  by  Blackstone,  that, "  A  man  who  is  bom 
deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  is  looked  upon  by  the  law  as  in  the 
same  state  witli  an  idiot ;  he  being  supposed  incapable  of 
any  underBtanding,  as  wanting  all  those  senses  which  fur- 
nish the  human  mind  with  ideas." 

The  estate  given  by  Col.  Perkins,  although  spacious  in 
extent,  was  becoming,  from  its  position,  better  suited  for 
purpcses  of  trade  than  of  residence.  From  the  same  cause, 
however,  it  was  rising  in  peeuniaiy  value,  and  not  long  af- 
terward it  was  exchanged,  with  his  consent,  he  releasing 
all  conditional  rights  of  reversion,  for  a  large  edifice  in  the 
suburbs,  built  for  another  purpose,  but  admirably  adapted, 
by  location  and  structure,  for  the  residence  of  young  peo- 
ple. It  overlooks  the  harbor,  is  secure  by  its  elevation  from 
any  interruption  of  light  or  air,  and  affords  ample  room  for 
all  who  may  desire  to  come. 

The  institution  bears  his  name.  That  something  import- 
ant would  have  eventually  been  done  in  Massachusetts  for 
the  education  of  the  blind,  even  if  he  had  rendered  no  as- 
sistance, cannot  be  doubted.  Dr.  John  D.  Fisher,  a  phy- 
sician of  great  worth,  to  whose  memory  a  monument  has 
been  erected  at  Mount  Auburn  for  Ms  early  exertions  in 
the  cause,  moving  almost  unaided,  had  previously  obtained 
an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  legislature  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  and  Edward  Brooks,  Escl.,  and  Mr.  Preseott,  the  -his- 
torian, with  some  other  gentlemen,  had  united  with  him  to 
promote  it.  "What  followed  is  in  a  great  measure  to  be 
attributed  to  their  preparatory  movemenls.  But  Col.  Per- 
kins, by  the  impulse  of  a  powerfal  hand,  suddenly  roused 
the  community  to  aid  in  the  project,  and  placed  it  at  once 
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in  an  advanced  position,  which  o&erwise  it  pi-obably  would 
liavo  required  tlie  lapse  of  many  yeare,  with  arduous  exer- 
tions, to  attain.  At  that  time  the  institationa  for  the  blind 
in  England  were  little  more  than  workshops,  affording 
hardly  any  instruction,  except  for  manual  labor,  and  no 
printing,  though  two  small  books  had  been  printed  in  Scot^ 
land.  But  through  his  aid  and  advice  the  means  were 
obtained  and  effectually  applied  for  an  establishment  on  a 
more  libei'al  plan,  giving  the  precedence  to  intellectual  and 
moral  education.  There  is  little  doubt,  therefore,  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  good  which  has  been  effected  thus  far, 
within  the  institution,  and  by  its  example  elsewhere,  is  the 
result  of  his  munificent  donation,  and  the  wise  condition 
which  he  attached  to  it. 

It  should  be  remarked  here,  however,  to  guard  against 
any  mistake  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the  blind,  that 
while  the  pupils  are  placed,  through  his  means,  in  a  bnild- 
ing  which  might  give  the  impression  that  its  inhabitants 
are  likely  to  be  in  want  of  nothing,  the  institution  is  by  no 
means  richly  endowed.  The  money  that  has  been  liberally 
^ven  has  been  liberally  spent  in  the  cause  of  education ; 
and  those  who  are  inclined  to  give  or  leave  any  portion  of 
their  wealth  for  the  relief  of  iniaforttme,  should  he  in- 
formed that  the  blind  still  need,  and  humbly  hope,  to  be 
remembered.  There  can  hardly  be  znj  class  of  persons  to 
whom  books,  and  a  large  library  of  boobs,  can  afford  so 
great  delight  as  those  whose  sources  of  enjoyment  do  not 
include  that  of  sight ;  and  after  reading,  in  the  report  of 
the  juries  on  the  awards  at  the  exhibition  of  the  Crystal 
Palace  in  London,  ten  close  pages  that  are  devoted  to  the 
subject  of  printing  for  the  blind,  with  an  historical  sketch  in 
which  marked  prominence  is  given  to  what  has  been  done 
at  "  The  Pekkess  Instttution  m  Boston,"  it  can  hardly  be 
heard  without  sorrow  that  the  printing  there  is  suspended 
for  want  of  pecuniary  means ;  and  that  the  publication  of 
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the  Cyclopedia  in  twenty  volumes,  probably  the  most  valu- 
able work,  -with  the  exception  of  the  Bible,  that  has  ever 
been  attempted  for  the  blind,  was  necessarily  stopped  with 
the  eighth  volume. 

A  few  extracts  from  that  report,  on  a  subject  so  deserv- 
ing of  interest,  will  hardly  be  ont  of  place  here. 

"  A  few  years  ago  printing  for  the  bhnd  was  considered 
only  a  curious  or  doubtful  experiment,  bnt  it  is  now  estabr 
lished  beyond  all  question  that  books  are  true  sources  of 
profit  and  pleasure  to  them.  Whilst  embossed  boolra  have 
recently  very  rapidly  increased,  it  is  delightful  to  notice 
that  the  blind  readere  have  multiplied  far  more  rapidly, 

"  The  invention  of  printing  for  the  blind  marks  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  literature.  The  whole  credit  of  this 
invention,  so  simple  yet  so  maiTellous  in  its  results,  belongs 
to  France.  It  was  Mr.  Talentine  Hatiy  who,  ia  nSi,  at 
Paris,  produced  the  first  book  printed  with  letters  in  re- 
lief, and  soon  after  proved  to  the  world  that  children  might 
easily  be  taught  to  read  with  their  fingers.  The  blind 
really  received  but  little  advantage  from  an  invention  that 
promised  so  much.  The  fault,  however,  seems  to  have 
been  not  so  much  in  the  plan  as  in  the  execution  of  it. 
This  noble  invention,  except  perhaps  within  the  walls  of 
the  institution,  soon  sank  into  oblivion,  and  very  little  more 
washeai'd  of  it  until  1814.  The  Institute  of  Paris,  since  its 
foundation  in  1784,  has  at  times  been  in  a  deplorable  con- 
dition, but  aibont  the  year  1840,  it  imderwent  a  thorough 
reorganization,  and  is  now  justly  entitled  to  the  front  rank 
of  institutions  of  this  class  in  Europe. 

"  It  was  in  Great  Britain  and  in  the  United  States  that 
the  first  improvements  were  made  in  embossed  typography. 
Before  1826,  when  Mr.  James  Gall,  of  Edinburgh,  first 
began  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  intellectual  and  moral 
education  of  the  blind,  it  is  believed  that  not  a  single  blind 
pei-son  in  any  public  institution  of  this  country  or  America 
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could  read  by  means  of  embossed  cbaractei-s.  To  Mr.  Gall 
is  due  the  credit  of  reviving  this  art." 

Ill  1827,  he  puhlished  a  small  volume  for  teaching  the 
art  of  reading  to  the  blind,  and  in  1834  he  published  the 
Giospel  of  St.  John,  and  afterward  several  other  boots, 
but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  been  generally  used. 
It  is  added  in  the  report  that,  with  one  exception,  "  it  is 
believed  they  are  adopted  by  no  public  institution  in 
Great  Biitain." 

"  While  tlie  puzzHng  question  of  an  alphabet  best 
adapted  to  the  fingers  of  the  blind  and  the  eyes  of  Uieir 
friends  was  under  warm  discussion  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, Dr.  Howe  was  developing  his  system  at  Boston,  in 
the  United  States.  In  1833,  the  Perkins  Institution  for 
the  Blind  was  established  at  Boston,  and  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe, 
a  gentleman  distinguished  through  a  long  series  of  years 
for  his  philanthropic  labors,  was  placed  at  ite  head,  and 
soon  made  those  improvement  and  modifications  which 
have  rendered  the  Boston  press  so  famous.  His  first  aim 
was  to  compress  the  letter  into  a  comparatively  compact 
and  cheap  form.  This  he  accomplished  by  cutting  off  all 
the  flourishes  and  points  about  the  letters.  He  so  managed 
that  thoy  occupied  but  a  little  more  than  one  space  and  a 
half  instead  of  thi-ee.  So  great  was  this  reduction,  that  the 
entire  New  Testament,  which,  according  to  Haiiy's  type, 
would  have  filled  nine  volumes,  and  cost  twenty  pounds, 
could  be  printed  in  two  volumes  for  sixteen  shillings. 
Early  in  the  summer  of  1834,  he  published  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles.  Indeed,  sach  rapid  progress  did  he  make  in  his 
enterprise,  that  by  the  end  of  1835  he  printed  in  relief  the 
whole  of  the  New  Testament  for  the  fii'st  time  in  any  lan- 
guage, in  four  handsome  quarto  volumes,  comprising  624 
pages,  for  four  dollars.  These  were  published  together  in 
1836.  The  alphabet  thus  contrived  by  Dr.  Howe  in  1833, 
it  appears,  has  never  since  been  changed. 
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"  As  the  Boston  toolis  can  now  be  obtained  in  London 
at  a  price  cheaper  than  any  of  the  five  different  ayefcems  of 
books  printed  in  Great  Britain,  it  13  to  fee  hoped  that  they 
•will  eomo  into  general  use  here." 

It  ia  then  shown  hy  a  table  of  comparison  that  Dr. 
Howe's  books  are  much  less  in  bulk,  and  cheaper  by  more 
than  one-half,  than  those  printed  in  any  other  of  the  six 
systems  used  in  the  English  language.     And  it  is  added : 

"  His  system  has  been  fully  described,  and  to  it  the  jury 
give  the  preference  above  all  others.  The  jury  beg  to  sug- 
gest that  a  uniform  system  should  be  adopted,  and  that  in 
future  all  books  printed  for  the  blind  should  be  printed  in 
the  same  character.  Dr.  Howe's  appears  simple,  and  fit  for 
general  adoption." 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add  that  every  proof  of  suc- 
cess in  their  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  the  blind,  af- 
forded new  pleasures  to  Col.  Perkins;  and  that  the  aid 
which  he  had  given  for  them  was  a  source  of  unraingled 
happiness  to  him  through  the  remainder  of  life. 

In  1838  his  commercial  firm  was  dissolved,  and  he  with- 
drew from  business  with  a  large  fortune,  after  having  been 
actively  engaged  in  commerce  for  more  than  fifty  yeai-s, 
though  within  the  last  ten  his  personal  attention  to  ite 
affairs  had  been  considerably  relaxed.  His  success  had 
been  great,  but  by  no  means  uninterrupted.  Severe  dis- 
appointments and  disasters  from  causes  beyond  his  conti'ol 
made  part  of  his  experience  ;  and  while  he  had  great  con- 
fidence in  his  own  ability  to  direct,  he  well  knew  the  im- 
portance of  leaving  as  little  as  possible  to  accident  in  any 
enterprise  that  he  undertook. 

An  instance  of  the  readiness  vrith  which  he  could  some- 
times decide  on  the  advantages  to  be  justly  expected  from 
commercial  operations  when  proposed,  will  serve  to  show 
the  extent  of  hia  information,  and  the  value  of  such  infoi-- 
mation  in  enabling  those  who  engage  in  commerce  at  all 
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to  act  with  clear  discernment,  instead  of  trusting  to  blind 
chance  in  speculation.  He  had  used  such  information  and 
discernment  himself  with  striking  effect,  even  eo  far  as  to 
pause  in  his  career  and  stand  somewhat  aside  for  years, 
when  others,  moved  partly  by  an  ambitions  d^ire  to  rival 
him  in  commerce,  had  sought  to  rise  from  the  grade  of  suc- 
cessful dealers  in  purchases  from  his  cargoes,  and  become 
the  owners  of  ships,  importing  cargoes  of  their  own.  In- 
solvency and  melancholy  oblivion  or  insignificance  have, 
since  then,  been  the  lot  of  most  of  them.  But  when  enter- 
prises requiring  capital,  and,  still  more,  judgment,  beyond 
their  resources  and  capacity,  had  led  them  into  embarrass- 
ment, there  necessarily  came  a  pause  on  their  side,  of 
wliich  he  and  those  who  were  associated  wi&  him  took 
skillful  advantage  in  a  rapid  succession  of  voyages  that 
have  i-arely  had  a  parallel  for  success. 

The  particular  instance  referred  to  was  this :— About 
thirty  yeais  ago  the  price  of  coffee,  which  for  a  long  time 
previously  had  been  m  high  as  twenty-five  cents,  had  de- 
clined to  fifteen  cents  per  pound,  and  Col.  PerMns  being  in 
New  York  for  a  day  or  two,  on  a  visit  to  a  daughter  who 
resided  there,  a  wish  was  expressed  that  it  might  be  sug- 
gested to  him  that  the  temporary  depression  having  made 
it  a  fit  subject  for  speculation,  if  he  should  be  disposed  to 
engage  in  it  on  the  extended  scale  to  which  he  was  accus- 
tomed, there  was  an  opportunity  to  secure  a  large  quantity 
on  even  more  advantageous  terms.  As  coffee  was  an  arti- 
cle out  of  the  line  of  his  usual  operations,  and  not  likely  to 
attract  his  particular  attention,  the  subject  was  mentioned 
to  liim  rather  for  entertainment,  in  conversing  upon  the  oc- 
currences of  the  time  and  the  news  of  the  day,  than  in  the 
belief  that  he  would  ^ve  it  a  serious  thought.  Without 
hesitation,  and  with  the  ease  and  precision  of  an  able  law- 
yer or  surgeon  in  giving  an  opinion  on  any  case  presented 
to  either  of  them  professionally,  he  answered  to  this  effect : 
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"  The  depression  in  coffee  is  not  '  temporary.'  "Whoever 
makes  purchases  now  at  foorteen,  or  even,  at  thirteen  cente, 
will  find  that  he  has  made  a  mistake,  unless  he  means  to  tate 
advantage  of  any  transient  demand  to  dispose  of  it  speedily. 
There  are  more  coffee-trees  now  in  hearing  than  are  suffi- 
cient to  supply  the  whole  world,  by  a  proportion  that  I 
could  state  with  some  precision  if  necessary.  The  dechne 
in  price  is  owing  to  accumulation,  which  will  be  found  to 
increase,  particularly  as  there  are  new  plantations  yet  to 
come  forward.  Coffee  mil  eventually  fall  to  ten  cents,  and 
probably  below  that,  and  will  remain  depressed  for  some 
yeare.  The  culture  of  it  will  be  diminished.  Old  planta- 
tions will  be  suffered  to  die  out,  and  others  will,  in  some 
eases,  be  grubbed  up  that  the  land  may  be  converted  to 
new  uses.  At  length,  the  plantations  will  be  found  inade- 
quate to  the  supply  of  the  world.  But  it  requires  five  or 
six  years  for  the  eoffee-tree  to  reach  its  full  bearing.  Time 
of  couree,  will  be  required  for  the  nece^ary  increase,  and 
the  stocks  on  hand  will  be  diminishing  in  the  mean  time. 
A  rise  must  follow.  Whoever  buys  coffee  twelve  or  fifteen 
years  hence  at  the  market  price,  whatever  it  may  be,  will 
probably  find  it  rising  on  his  hands,  and  fortunes  may  be 
made,  unless  speculative  movements  should  have  disturbed 
the  regular  course  of  events." 

With  80  clear  an  outline  for  the  future,  it  was  interesting 
to  obseiwe  what  followed.  Coffee  gradually  fell  to  less 
than  ten  cents,  and  remained  low.  One  consequence,  usual 
in  such  cases,  ensued.  The  consumption  increased.  Mis- 
led, perhaps,  by  this,  and  an  impatient  desire  to  be  fore- 
most in  secm-ing  advantages  which  by  that  time  were 
generally  foreseen,  parties  began  to  move  in  a  speculative 
spirit  about  five  yeai-s  before  the  time  thus  indicated.  They 
made  great  purchases,  and  large  quantities  were  held  in  ex- 
pectation of  profit.  It  waa  curious  to  notice  the  action  and 
heai'  the  remarks  of  Tarious  persons  concerned  in  what  en- 
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sued,  according  to  their  different  degrees  of  intelligence  on 
a  subject  that  was  not,  even  then,  fully  understood  by  all. 
Coffee  rose  considerably.  Some  of  them  secured  a  mod- 
erate profit  while  they  could.  Others,  arguing  on  a  crude  be- 
lief that  as  coffee  had  been  at  twenty-five  cents,  there  was  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  attain  that  price  again,  determined 
to  wait  for  fai'  gi'eater  profits.  The  stimulant  given  to  the 
demand  by  withholding  large  quantities  from  sale  developed 
greater  stoclis  than  were  supposed  to  exist ;  tlie  movement 
was  found  to  be  premature,  and  coffee  fell  again  in  price. 
Immense  sums  were  lost.  Bankruptcy  followed,  with  many 
a  heart-ache  that  might  have  been  prevented  by  counsel 
from  one  like  him,  who  had  the  comprehensive  views  and 
thorough  knowledge  that  belong  to  a  complete  merchant. 

This  unwise  anticipation  somewhat  retarded  and  dimin- 
ished the  well-founded  rise  that  had  been  foretold.  But  it 
came  at  length,  and  some  moderate  fortunes  were  made  by 
it,  though  the  dreams  of  the  speculator  of  a  return  to  the 
high  prices  that  prevailed  in  the  early  part  of  the  century- 
have  never  been  realized. 

Alter  his  retirement  from  commerce,  Col.  Perkins  found 
sufficient  occupation  in  the  management  of  his  property ; 
in  various  matters  of  a  public  nature  which  interested  him ; 
and  in  the  cultivation  of  trees,  and  particularly  of  fruits  and 
flowers,  on  his  estate  at  Erookline.  He  was  remarkable  for 
his  love  of  nature ;  and  in  traveling  sometimes  went  far 
out  of  his  way  to  examine  a  beautiful  tree,  or  to  enjoy  an 
interesting  view.  Oceaeionally  he  made  a  voyage  to  Eu- 
rope, renewing  his  obsei-vations  on  the  changes  and  im- 
provements that  were  to  be  seen  there.  Ho  had  crossed 
the  Atlantic  many  times  besides  the  instances  that  have 
been  refeiTed  to,  always  keeping  a  diary,  which  he  filled 
with  the  incidents  that  occurred,  with  the  results  of  his  in- 
quiries, and  with  remarks  worthy  of  an  inteUigent  travel- 
er; and  sending  home  works  of  art,  some  of  which  were 
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bestowed  as'  gifts.  He  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  prog- 
ress and  welfare  of  American  artiste,  kindly  aiding  some 
■who  desired  to  improve  by  studying  the  great  models  in 
Europe,  and  liberally  purchasing  the  works  of  those  who 
deserved  encouragement.  He  was  generally  very  agree- 
able to  those  with  whom  he  incidentally  fcU  in  as  feUow- 
travelers ;  and  where  he  became  known  abroad  as  an 
American,  he  left  a  very  fevorable  impression  of  the  char- 
acter of  his  countrymen. 

Active  industry  had  been  and  continued  to  be  the  habit 
of  his  life.  The  day  with  him  was  well  occupied,  and 
.  equally  well  ordered.  He  had  long  been  accustomed  to 
rise  early,  to  consider  what  required  his  attention,  and  to 
prepare  so  much  of  what  ho  had  to  do  personally  as  he 
could  perform  by  himself,  that  he  might  meet  the  world 
ready  to  decide  and  direct,  promptly  and  clearly.  This 
enabled  him  to  transact  business  with  ease  and  accni-acy, 
and  made  him  so  far  master  of  his  time  that  he  found  leis- 
ure for  various  objects,  both  of  usefulness  and  enjoyment, 
as  well  for  courteous  and  Idnd  attention  to  the  affairs  and 
wishes  of  others,  which  it  might  have  been  supposed  would 
hardly  be  remembered  by  one  so  occupied.  Each  day  with 
him  was  the  illustration  of  a  thought  which  young  men,  and 
particularly  yoiiug  men  entering  on  commercial  life,  will 
find  to  be  a  safeguard  against  precipitation  or  pei'plexity, 
and  against  the  irritation  as  well  as  the  miserable  shifts  to 
which  -they  sometimes  lead.  The  action  of  the  mind  in 
preparing  with  calm  foresight  what  is  to  be  done,  before  it 
is  absolutely  necessary,  is  widely  different  from  its'  action 
when  affairs  are  left  until  necessity  presses,  and  the  powers 
are  confused  by  various  calls  on  the  attention  in  the  midst 
of  hurry  and  embarrassment.  What  is  only  method  in  the 
first  case  actually  becomes  a  faculty,  and  sometimes  passes 
for  uncommon  ability,  of  which  it  has  the  effect.  On  the 
other  hand,  some  men,  who  really  show  gi-eat  powers  when 
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pressed  by  necessity  for  dispatch,  are  in  truth  wiable,  with- 
out being  aware  of  sucli  a  defect,  to  foresee  and  prepare 
what  they  have  to  do  before  they  feel  the  pressnre.  When 
that  ceases,  the  exertion  too  often  ceases  with  it ;  and  im- 
portant matters  are  left  to  be  done  at  some  future  time, 
which  perhaps  are  never  done.  The  older  they  grow  the 
more  incoj-able  is  the  evil,  and  melancholy  instances  might 
be  given  of  bantruptcy  late  in  life,  after  great  snccess,  which 
might  be  traced  cliiefly  to  this  cause.  It  is  said  that  the 
Hon.  Peter  0.  Brooks,  of  Boston,  who  left  a  large  fortune, 
after  a  life  well  worthy  of  imitation,  on  being  once  asted 
what  rule  he  would  recommend  to  a  young  man  as  most 
likely  to  insm'e  success,  answered — "  Let  him  mind  his 
business ;"  and  to  a  similar  inquiry,  it  has  been  said  that 
Eobert  Lenox,  Esq.,  of  ifew  York,  well  remembered  as 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  estimable  merchants  ever 
known  in  that  great  city,  and  for  his  wide  hospitality,  once 
answered — "  I^t  him  be  beforehand  with  his  business." 
One  answer  seems  to  include  the  other,  as  no  man  can  be 
beforehand  with  hia  business,  and  enjoy  the  tranquil  self- 
possession  that  accompanies  forecast,  unless  he  minds  it 
unremittingly. 

At  one  time  when  Col.  Perkins  had  decided  to  leave 
"home  for  some  time  on  a  long  journey  of  several  thousand 
miles  to  the  South  and  West,  application  had  been  made  to 
him  to  give  his  guaranty  for  a  considerable  sum,  to  enable 
one  whose  welfare  he  wished  to  promote  to  engage  in  a 
commercial  connection  that  seemed  to  offer  great  advan- 
tages. As  the  magnitude  of  the  affair  required  caution,  it 
was  expected,  of  course,  that  when  he  had  considered  the 
subject,  explanations  on  various  points  would  be  neeessaiy 
before  he  could  decide  to  give  it ;  and  it  was  intended  to 
take  some  favorable  opportunity,  when  he  might  be  entirely 
at  leisure,  to  explain  every  thing  fully.  Suddenly,  however, 
he  found  it  best  to  commence  the  jomiiey  a  week  or  two 
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sooner  than"  had  been  mentioned,  and  engagements  of  va^ 
rioiis  kinds,  previously  made,  so  occupied  him  in  the  short 
interval  left,  that  there  seemed  to  he  no  time  for  offering 
such  explanation  -without  danger  of  intruding,  and  the  hope 
of  obtaining  hia  aid  at  that  time,  in  an  aftair  that  required 
prompt  action,  was  given  up.  The  applicant  called  at  his 
house  half  an  hour  before  he  was  to  go  merely  to  take 
leave,  knowing  that  the  haste  of  departure  in  such  cases 
usually  precludes  attention  to  any  matters  requiring  de- 
liberation. On  entering  the  room,  however,  he  found  there 
was  no  appeai-ance  of  haste.  All  preparations  for  the  jour- 
ney had  been  entirely  completed  in  such  good  season  that 
the  last  half-hour  seemed  to  be  one  entirely  of  leisure  for 
any  thing  that  might  occur.  After  a  littie  chat.  Col.  Per- 
kins introduced  the  subject  himself,  and  made  pertinent 
inquuies ;  which,  being  answered  satisfactorily,  he  gave 
the  guaranty,  and  very  kindly  added  a  ftii'ther  facihty  by 
allowing,  until  his  return,  the  use  of  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  which  he  was '  leaving  in  the  bank.  The  arrange- 
ments were,  in  consequence,  completed  the  next  day ;  they 
proved  in  the  result  to  be  eminently  successful ;  all  pledges 
were  redeemed ;  his  guaranty  was  canceled  in  due  course 
without  the  slightest  cost  or  inconvenience  to  him ;  and  the 
person  whom  he  wished  to  oblige  received  very  large 
profits,  which  happily  influenced  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
and  which  he,  perhaps,  might  never  have  enjoyed,  if  that 
last  half-hour  before  the  journey  had  been  hm-ried. 

When  doing  an  act  of  kindness  like  this,  he  seemed  to 
derive  great  pleasure  from  the  consciousness  that  the  action 
of  his  Kfe  had  given  him  the  power  to  produce  such  results 
by  the  single  influence  of  his  name  ;  from  all  proofe,  too, 
which  followed  that  he  had  decided  cori'ectly  in  bestowing 
his  confidence  where  he  believed  it  to  he  deserved ;  and 
from  indulging  an  impulse  of  hia  nature  that  prompted  him 
to  diffuse  happiness  where  he  had  the  opportunity. 
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!N'umerou8  instances  might  be  given  of  his  kindness  in 
promoting  the  success  of  others,  and  particularly  of  young 
men  engaging  in  voyages  or  other  commercial  enterprises ; 
and  he  always  showed  a  warm  interest  in  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association  of  Tonng  Men  in  Boston,  to  whom  he 
made  a  donation  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  building. 

In  a  general  view  of  his  character,  he  appeared  as  exer- 
cising the  influence  of  one  having  a  nice  sense  of  propriety, 
with  reference  to  the  opinion  of  othei-a  ;  love  of  order ;  a 
high  standard  of  action  ;  and  a  desire  to  promote  whatever 
tended  to  general  advantage  and  respectability ;  with  such 
s  of  pui-pose  as  gave  power  to  his  example.  His 
I,  formed  in  an  age  of  ceremony  which  has  passed, 
retained  something  of  its  eoui-teous  dignity,  divested  of 
what  was  artificial,  and  united  with  the  ease  of  our  own 
time. 

His  pei-sonal  appearance  so  far  indicated  his  character 
that  an  observer  of  any  class,  who  saw  him  for  the  first 
time,  was  very  likely  to  be  impressed  with  a  desire  to 
know  who  that  personage  might  be.  "  A  very  noble-look- 
ing man  I"  said  a  young  woman  who  was  called  to  fetch 
him  a  glass  of  water,  when  he  stopped  one  day  at  the  honse 
of  a  friend  some  miles  from  town,  "  Ce  heatt  vieillwrd  P^ 
— that  beantiful  old  man  1 — exclaimed  the  wife  of  a  foreign 
embassador,  in  speaking  of  his  reception  of  her  at  his 
country-seat,  when  some  one  was  showing  her  the  environs 
of  Boston.  And  in  repeated  instances  foreigners  of  rank 
have  remarked  iu  a  similar  tone  on  his  person  and  the  high- 
bred courtesy  of  his  manner. 

Gi-eat  personal  strength  and  entire  self-reliance  made 
him  almost  heedless  of  danger,  in  the  full  confidence  that 
he  had  the  power  and  the  presence  of  mind  to  do  just  the 
right  thing  at  the  right  moment ;  and  he  had,  at  different 
times,  some  remarkable  escapes.  On  one  occasion,  when 
driving  toward  town  over  a  road  made  in  one  part  on  the 


.y  Google 


THOMAS   HANDASYD   PERKINS.  89 

elope  of  a  Mil,  with  a  steep  bank  on  one  side  and  a  de- 
scent, guarded  by  a  1^311,  on  the  other,  some  object  fell 
from  the  top  of  the  bank  on  his  right  bo  suddenly  that  his 
horae,  a  powerfdl  animal,  sprang  to  the  opposite  side  and 
dashed  into  a  run.  Close  before  him  was  ihe  stiff  branch 
of  a  large  appl&-tree  projecting  oyer  that  side  of  the  road, 
at  about  the  level  of  hia  waist  as  he  sat.  lie  leaped  at 
once  from  Ms  seat  over  the  wall,  alighting  unhurt  in  the 
orchard  below,  and  in  an  instant  the  top  was  swept  from 
the  vehicle  in  a  manner  that  must  have  proved  fatal  to 
himself  if  he  had  remained  in  it  a  moment  longer. 

Though  fond  of  social  intercourse,  his  opinions  were 
often  conveyed  in  monosyllables  or  short  and  terse  expres- 
sions, and  he  was  more  inclined,  whether  abroad  or  at  his 
own  table,  to  promote  conversation  in  others  than  to  talk 
much  himself.  But  he  listened  with  attention  and  con- 
tributed readily,  from  the  stores  of  Ms  experience  and 
knowledge,  whatever  occurred  to  him  as  interesting ;  oc- 
casionally introducing  an  anecdote  with  striking  effect,  bnt 
rather  as  if  he  were  stating  a  fact  than  telling  a  story.  He 
used  language  with  precision ;  his  egressions  were  con- 
cise ;  and  his  words  carried  the  fall  force  that  belonged  to 
them,  all  the  more  because  there  was  no  attempt  to  ex- 
aggerate their  true  and  precise  meaning.  The  instances 
that  he  gave  were  usually  such  as  had  occurred  within  his 
own  knowledge  in  reference  to  remarkable  events  or  distin- 
guished men,  and  most  of  them  might  well  have  found 
place  in  history  or  biography.  But  occasionally  he  related 
incidents  of  an  amusing  character,  such  as  the  following, 
and  in  a  manner  that  afforded  great  entertainment. 

In  one  of  Mb  eai-ly  visits  to  London,  Stuart,  the  cele- 
brated portrait-painter,  whom  he  knew  well,  resided  there, 
occupying  apartments  as  a  bachelor,  with  a  boy  to  attend 
him.  One  day,  Stuart  sent  the  boy  with  a  message  to  a 
man  of  rank  to  say  that  he  could  comply  with  a  request  to 
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give  him  a  sitting  if  he  would  come  at  a  certain  hour.  The 
boy  went  off  accompanied  by  a  large  and  favorite  dog  of 
bia  master's,  but  did  not  return  at  the  time  expected ;  and 
Stnart  waited,  receiving  no  answer,  until  he  found  that 
the  forenoon  was  lost.  He  then  went  out  to  take  his  usual 
walk ;  and  as  he  sh-oUed  on,  finding  himself  in  that  part  of 
the  city  where  tlie  mother  of  the  boy  resided,  he  made  her 
a  visit  and  inquired  whether  her  eon  ever  came  to  see  her. 
"  Oh,  yes  !"  she  said,  he  bad  been  there  that  morning,  with 
a  great  dog.  both  of  them  full  of  mischief;  and  there  had 
been  such  a  time  !  Fii^t,  they  discovered  a  piece  of  beef- 
steak intended  for  her  dinner,  which,  after  gi-eat  struggles, 
the  dog  had  been  suffered  to  devom-.  Then,  in  a  scene  of 
frolic  and  riot,  they  had  upset  her  waab-tub,  and  had  just 
gone  off.  He  desired  the  woman  not  to  mention  bia  own 
visit  to  her ;  and  on  returning  home  and  inquiring  what 
was  the  answer  brought,  "waa  told  by  the  boy  that  he  bad 
been  unable  to  find  the  place,  having  lost  his  way  and  got 
back  as  be  could  ;  to  all  which  he  said  nothing  except  as  a 
slight  caution  to  be  more  attentive  to  the  direction  in  fu- 
ture. Soon  afteiTvard  his  dinner  waa  brought,  as  usual, 
from  a  chop-house,  and  the  boy  took  his  accustomed  stand 
opposite  to  him,  while  the  dog  placed  himself  at  tis  side 
expecting  an  occasional  mouthful.  In  due  course  Stuart, 
taking  a  piece  of  juicy  meat  on  his  fork,  held  it  toward 
the  dog ;  but,  after  looking  at  him  for  a  moment,  suddenly 
drew  back,  mth  well-feigned  surprise,  exclaimuig— "  How 
is  this  ?  What !  dined  already  ?"  and  he  looked  earnestly 
at  the  boy,  who  became  alarmed.  Turning  again  to  the 
dog,  with  the  meat  still  withheld  over  him,  he  said,  "  Ah  ! 
and  beefsteak  ? — la  it  possible  ?"  Casting  an  angry  and 
searching  look  at  intervals  toward  the  boy,  be  went  on — ■ 
"  What  I — a  wash-tub  ? — and  upset  it  too !"  He  at  length 
turned  back  to  the  table,  and  laying  the  fork  on  his  plate, 
folded  bia  arms,  and  looked  intently  at  the  culprit.    The 
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boy,  aghast  at  theee  supernatural  diBclosures,  as  they  seemed, 
from  the  dog,  confessed  the  whole,  making  solemn  promises 
for  his  future  behavior,  ■which  became  exemplary.  The 
pretended  wonder  of  the  artist,  the  eagerness  and  disap- 
pointment of  the  dog,  and  the  conscience-stricken  amaze- 
ment of  the  boy  were  all  presented  in  "vivid  light,  while  he 
only  seemed  to  be  mentioning  casually  what  had  occurred. 

The  following  is  an  incident  of  a  different  character, 
which  occurred  in  the  National  Convention  during  the 
Prench  Eevolution,  and  of  which  be  was  an  eye-witness. 
He  related  it  with  great  effect.  Soon  after  the  death  of 
Robespierre,  one  of  his  former  associates  proposed  a  san- 
guinary law,  which  was  objected  to  by  a  member,  who  bad 
been  a  butcher,  as  unnecessarily  crael.  The  deputy  who 
proposed  it  said,  with  a  sneer,  that  he  had  not  looted  for 
Buch  fine  sentiments  from  one  whose  trade  had  been  blood. 
The  butcher,  a  burly,  powerful  man,  starting  to  his  feet  as 
if  he  would  destroy  his  opponent,  exclaimed :  "  Sc61^rat! 
8c61^rat  1  Je  n'ai  jamais  trempe  mes  mains  cLue  dans  le 
sang  des  animaux.  Sentez  les  v6tres." — ("  Wretch !  wretch 
that  you  are !  I  have  never  imbrued  my  hands  but  in  the 
blood  of  beasts.     Smell  of  your  own !") 

It  has  been  fhought  that  he  showed  a  lack  of  discern- 
ment in  judging  of  character.  Whatever  might  be  the 
truth  as  to  any  defect  of  that  sort,  it  rarely,  if  ever,  ap- 
peai'ed  in  making  imjust  imputations ;  but  rather  in  giving 
others  credit  for  good  qualities  which  they  did  not  possess. 
Although  he  used  strong  terms  in  condemning,  on  some 
occasions,  what  he  disapproved,  he  seldom  spoke  in  dis- 
paragemeiit  of  any  one ;  and  if  he  listened,  it  was  with  no 
indication  of  plej^ure  at  hearing  any  thing  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  others.  There  certainly  were  cases  in  which  he 
found  that  his  confidence  bad  been  misplaced,  but  as  he 
was  not  apt  to  communicate  his  motives  fully,  it  was  not 
clear  whether  it  arose  entirely  from  error  of  judgment,  or 
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partly  from  a  readinoea  to  take  risks  of  which  be  was 
aware.  In  some  instances  he  mieuiiderstood  the  intentions 
or  difficulties  and  emharrassments  of  others,  and  occasion- 
ally spoke  with  warmth  whei-e  he  supposed  there  was  just 
cause  for  displeasure,  ■  though  he  was  more  likely  to  be 
quite  silent  at  such  timea ;  but  no  one  was  more  ready  than 
he  to  make  reparation  if  it  was  explained  to  him  that  he 
had  been  unjust.  Prohahlj  he  was  supposed  to  be  un- 
friendly in  other  instances,  when  be  would  have  appeared 
to  be  entirely  kind  if  he  had  talked  more  free]y.  His 
nature  was  affectionate,  appearing  pai'ticularly  so  towai'd 
children,  and  many  of  them  were  his  intimate  friends, 
habitually  exchanging  with  him  the  liveliest  pleasantry 
with  perfect  freedom. 

It  is  not  uncommon  with  these  whose  feelings  are  chai"- 
acterized  by  great  energy,  as  bis  were,  that  from  an  appre- 
hension, perhaps,  lest  strong  emotion  might  escape  control 
if  expressed  in  any  degree  whatever,  it  is  guarded  with 
snch  entire  suppression  and  reserve  that  they  seem  to  those 
around  tbem  almost  to  have  no  feeling  at  all,  when,  in 
truth,  they  feel  most  deeply.  A  striking  instance  of  this 
nature  may  be  mentioned  of  him. 

The  death  of  bis  eldest  son,  who  was  named  for  him,  and 
in  person,  as  well  as  in  some  points  of  character,  bore  a 
strong  natural  resemblance  to  himself,  occuiTed  about  four 
years  before  his  own.  They  differed  in  character,  as  the 
son  of  a  widow,  moved  by  strong  incitemente  to  assist  in 
relieving  her  of  care,  and  to  secure  his  own  advancement 
in  the  world,  might  be  very  likely  to  differ  from  one  bom 
to  the  enjoyment  and  expectation  of  wealth,  and  advancing 
in  youth  under  the  auspices  of  a  parent  who  stood  high  in 
public  estimation,  and  possessed  powerful  influence.  Like 
bis  father,  he  bad  prefen'ed  action  to  the  life  of  a  student, 
and  went  early  abroad,  having  sailed  for  China  during  the 
war  of  1812  in  a  private  armed  ship  that  was  prepared  to 
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figbi,  twi'  vfzj  for  a  rich  cargo,  as  was  succeasfullj  done  ; 
and  iio  lock  part  in  one  bloody  naval  action  "besides  other 
eneountora.  Paring  in  spirit,  of  a  buoyant  and  generoim 
temper,  and  »n.incntly  bandsome,  he  was  a  favorite  abroad, 
particularly  among  ibe  officers  of  our  public  ships  as  he 
met  them  in  forbi^,ii  ports ;  and  he  had  seen  much  of  the 
world,  with  vaiious  a-lventures,  in  China,  in  South  Amer- 
ica, and  in  Eui-ope. 

He  eventually  joined  hia  father's  commercial-house  in 
Boston,  and  after  a  few  years  of  remarkable  success,  with- 
drew with  a  good  fortune,  and  lived  in  afHuenee  and 
leisure,  amusing  himself  with  field-sports,  of  which  he  was 
fond,  and  varying  his  life  with  an  occasional  tour  in 
Europe.  After  rearing  a  beautiful  family,  be  fell  the  vic- 
tim of  a  distressing  illness,  and  died  in  the  prime  of  life. 

At  his  funeral,  liis  father  appeared  ti'anquil  as  usual,  ad- 
vising on  some  matters  of  detail ;  and  having  followed  the 
hearse  to  the  place  of  interment,  chose,  rather  against  the 
suggestions  of  those  near  him,  to  descend  to  the  tomb 
under  the  church,  that  he  might  see  that  all  was  arranged 
as  be  had  intended.  But  when  nothing  more  remained  to 
be  done,' — when  the  single  lamp,  by  the  light  of  which  the 
coffin  had  been  adjusted  in  its  place,  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  door  was  closed  in  darkness  and  silence  on  all  that  re- 
mained of  one  who  had  been  the  object  of  so  deep  interest 
from  infancy  upwai-d, — ^nature  prevailed,  for  one  moment 
only,  over  aU  restraint,  and  an  involuntary  burst  of  grief 
disclosed  the  depth  of  sorrow  that  remained  beneath  the 
habitual  composure  of  his  manner. 

About  two  years  after  this,  the  death  of  Mrs.  Perkins 
took  place,  and  the  dissolution  of  a  tie  which  bad  continued 
for  sixty-three  years  had  a  visible  effect  on  him.  His 
younger  brother,  Samuel  G.  Perkins,  Esq,,  had  died  blind, 
past  the  age  of  eighty.  His  own  sight  was  failing.  Of  all 
the  family  left  by  his  father,  he  and  two  sistera  only  re- 
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mained.  His  fi'ienct  through  life,  the  Hon.  Harrison  Gray 
Otis,  was  dead.  The  companions  of  his  youth  and  middle 
age  were  nearly  all  gone.  Of  the  association  rememhcred 
as  the  "  Saturday  Clnb,"  consisting  of  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  gentlemen  of  the  town  in  their  day,  who, 
while  they  found  mutual  enjoyment  in  dining  successively 
at  the  houses  of  each  other,  gave  hospitable  admission  to 
such  sti'angers  as  deserved  attention,  only  two  suiTived  be- 
sides himself.  The  impression  had  long  been  habitual  with 
him  that  the  close  of  his  own  life  was  ueai',  and  he  awaited 
it  widi  tranquillity.  He  had  lived  as  he  thought  it  was 
right  to  do.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  period  in 
which  he  had  been  addicted  to  vice  of  any  sort.  His  life 
was  marked  by  self-control ;  but  besides  that,  he  seems  to 
have  had  an  innate  purity  and  love  of  oider  that  made 
excess  distasteful  to  him.  In  the  order  of  events  he  had 
found  the  enjoyment  and  incurred  the  reaponsibiKty  of 
great  success  in  the  acquisition  of  property,  and  he  had 
shared  it  freely  with  the  community  in  which  he  lived ; 
his  gifts  and  contrihufious  continuing  numerous  to  the  last. 

He  had  become  feeble,  and  moved  with  difficulty.  But 
an  indomitable  spirit  which  remained  ready  for  action  still, 
if  .any  thing  was  to  be  done,  carried  him  once  more  from 
home  as  far  as  Washington,  This  spirit  had  long  before 
borne  him  through  some  passages  of  ill  health  that  might 
have  proved  fatal,  if  it  had  not  been  that  the  energy  with 
which  bis  mind  opened  itself  to  excitement  and  pleasure 
always  imparted  corresponding  vigor  to  his  physical  frame 
in  a  remarkable  degree. 

Twenty-five  years  before,  being  greatly  debilitated  after 
a  severe  illness,  he  had  resolved  to  try  the  effect  of  a 
voyage  to  England,  though  some  of  his  friends  feai'ed  that 
he  might  never  return  ;  and  he  sailed  with  his  nephew  and 
friend,  Mr.  Oushing,  in  a  new  ship  belonging  to  his  house. 
He  was  so  weak  that  it  was  necessary  to  assist  him,  almost 
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to  lift  him,  on  board  the  vessel,  But  becoming  immedi- 
ately interested  in  the  management  of  the  ship,  and  in 
getting  to  sea,  when  the  pilot  left  them  in  the  outer  harbor, 
he  was  already  better  for  the  excitement ;  he  continued 
to  improve  during  the  voyage,  and  returned  in  vigorous 
health, 

A  few  years  afterward,  being  again  reduced  to  much 
the  same  state,  he  left  Boston  for  New  York,  to  embark  for 
Europe  in  company  with  his  eldest  son  (who  thought  it 
unsafe  that  his  father  should  sail  without  his  personal  care), 
and  with  his  gi-andson,  three  of  the  name.  He  went  from 
home  so  enfeebled  that  his  &mily  doubted  whether  he 
conld  reach  New  .York  in  a  condition  to  be  carried  on 
board  the  packet  (it  was  before  the  day  of  steamships),  and 
they  were  surprised  to  leaiii,  after  waiting  with  solicitude, 
that  he  was  so  well  after  the  journey  as  to  accompany  his 
friend,  Mr.  Otis,  whom  he  met  there  on  his  arrival,  to  the 
theater  in  the  evening. 

At  that  time  he  went  into  Italy,  where  he  had  not  been 
before,  and,  as  might  be  supposed,  looked  with  lively  in- 
terest on  the  wonders  of  histoiy  and  art  to  be  seen  there. 
An  American  statesman  of  the  most  distinguished  char- 
acter', who  recently  passed  a  winter  in  Eome,  mentioned  to 
an  acquaintance  who  called  on  him,  that,  when  he  arrived 
there,  he  heard  accidentally  in  inquiring  for  places  of  resi- 
dence that  a  house  once  occupied  by  Ool.  Perkins  could  be 
had,  and  that  he  lost  no  time  in  securing  that  house,  being 
confident  that  it  had  been  well-chosen,  which,  to  his  great 
comfort,  he  found  to  be  as  he  had  anticipated. 

After  the  decease  of  Mrs.  Perkins,  some  important  busi- 
ness in  which  he  was  concerned  required  attention  at 
Washington,  and  his  courageous  spirit  still  rising  above  the 
infirmities  of  age,  he  made  one  more  journey  there,  re- 
solved to  see  to  it  himself.  While  there  he  was  concerned 
to  find  that  work  was  likely  to  be  suspended  on  the  monu- 
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ment  to  the  memory  of  Washington.  On  hie  return  home, 
he  took  measures  to  rouse  fresh  interest  in  the  work,  and  a 
considerable  sum  was  raraed  for  it,  through  his  exertions. 
His  action  in  reference  to  this  has  been  publicly  alluded  to, 
since  his  decease,  by  the  Hon.  Eohert  0.  "Winthrop,  late 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress,  who, 
at  the  close  of  an  eloquent  speech  addressed  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  at  their  annual 
festival  in  Faneiiil  Hall,  in  October  last,  spoke  as  follows  : 

"  The  memory  of  your  excellent  and  lamented  president 
(Mr.  Chickering)  has  already  received  its  appropriate  and 
feeling  tribute.  I  can  add  nothing  to  that.  But  I  will 
venture  to  recall  to  your  remembrance  another  venerated 
name.  You  have  alluded,  in  the  sentiment  which  called 
me  up,  to  an  hiimble  service  which  I  rendered  some  years 
ago,  as  the  organ  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Hnion,  at 
the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  National  Monument  to 
Washington.  I  cannot  but  remember  that  the  latest  efforts 
in  this  quarter  of  the  country  to  raise  funds  for  the  com.- 
pletion  of  that  monument,  were  made  by  one  whose  long 
and  honorable  life  has  been  brought  to  a  close  within  the 
past  twelve  months. 

"  I  cannot  forget  the  earnest  and  affectionate  interest 
with  which  that  noble-hearted  old  American  gentleman 
devoted  the  last  days,  and  I  had  almost  said  the  last  hours, 
of  his  life,  to  arranging  the  details  and  the  machinery  for 
an  appeal  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  in  behalf  of  that 
still  unfinished  structure.  He  had  seen  Washington  in  his 
boyhood,  and  had  felt  the  inspiration  of  his  majestic  pres- 
ence ;  he  had  known  him  in  his  manhood,  and  had  spent 
two  or  three  days  with  him  by  particular  invitation  at 
Mount  Ternon,  days  never  to  be  forgotten  in  any  man's 
life  ;  his  whole  heart  seemed  to  be  imbued  with  the  wann- 
est admiration  and  affection  for  his  character  and  services ; 
and  it  seemed  as  if  he  could  not  go  down  to  his  grave  in 
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peace  until  he  had  done  something  to  aid  in  perpetuating 
the  memory  of  hie  virtues  and  Ma  valor.  I  need  not  say 
that  I  allude  to  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Ilandasyd  Perkins, 
He  was  one  of  the  noblest  specimens  of  humanity  to  which 
our  city  has  ever  given  hii-th  ; — leading  the  way  for  half  a 
century  in  every  generous  enterprise,  and  setting  one  of 
the  earliest  examples  of  tliose  munificent  charities  which 
have  given  our  city  a  name  and  a  praise  throughout  the 
earth.  He  was  one  of  your  own  honorary  merabei'S,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  have  felt  that  I  could  do  nothing  more 
appropriate  to  this  occasion — the  first  public  festive  occa- 
sion in  Fanenil  Hall  which  has  occurred  since  his  death — 
and  nothing  more  agreeable  to  the  feelings  of  this  associa- 
tion, or  to  my  own,  than  to  propose  to  you,  as  I  now  do — ■ 
"  The  memory  of  Thomas  Hahbasyd  Perkins." 
For  a  long  time  he  had  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  one 
of  his  eyes  which  was  blinded  by  cataract ;  how  long  he 
could  not  tell  with  accuracy,  for  the  discovery  tliat  it  was 
useless,  and  that  he  saw  only  with  the  other,  was  made  by 
accident,  and  much  to  his  surprise  ;  but  it  must  have  been 
more  than  twenty  yeai-s.  Opening  it  one  morning  while 
the  right  eye  was  buried  in  the  pillow,  he  found  himself 
unable  to  perceive  any  objects  about  him.  For  many 
yeai«,  however,  he  saw  well  enough  for  common  purpcraes 
with  the  other ;  but  more  recently  even  that  one  had  caused 
him  so  much  ti-ouble  that  he  lived  in  fear  of  total  blindness. 
Eai'ly  in  1853,  cataract  appeared  in  that  eye  also,  and  was 
malting  such  rapid  progress  that  in  a  few  weeks  all  useful 
vision  was  lost.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  resolved  to 
submit  to  an  operation  on  the  one  that  had  been  so  long 
obscured.  It  was  successfully  performed  by  Dr.  H.  W. 
"Williams,  of  Boston,  the  cataract  being  broken  up  in  the 
month  of  March.  Some  time  was  necessary  for  the  com- 
plete absorption  of  the  fragments ;  but  in  less  than  three 
months  the  pupil  had  become  entirely  clear,  and  by  the  aid 
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of  cataract  glaesra,  he  could  not  only  see  lai-ge  objects  as 
well  as  ever,  but  could  read  the  uewapapera,  and  even  the 
fine  prmt  in  the  column  of  ship-news.  Hia  sight  was  at 
times  rendered  feeble  aiterward  by  the  general  debility  of 
hia  system,  and  he  never  recovered  the  power  of  reading 
and  widting  with  entire  ease  ;  but  to  do  both  in  some  de- 
gree was  an  advantage,  in  comparison  with  total  loss  of 
sight,  that  could  hardly  be  appreciated,  particulai'ly  as  it 
enabled  Mm  etill  to  manage  his  own  affairs,  which,  he 
s  wished  to  do,  and  did  to  hia  last  day,  even  keeping 

5  books  with  his  own  hand,  excepting  for  a  few  months 
of  his  last  year,  when  the  entries  were  made  from  his 
dictation. 

In  this,  the  last  year  of  his  life,  he  gave  one  more  re- 
markable proof  of  his  continued  interest  in  what  was  going 
on  about  him,  and  of  his  readiness  to  aid  liberally  in  all 
that  he  deemed  important  to  public  welfare  and  intelli- 
gence. A  large  and  costly  building  had  been  erected  for 
Sie  Boston  Atheneum  by  contribution  from  the  public, 
liberally  made  for  that  pui-poae  that  there  might  be  such 
a  one  as  would  correspond  to  the  aspirations  of  the  accom- 
plished scholars  who,  fifty  years  before,  had  founded  the 
institution.  A  fund  was  now  to  be  provided  for  annual 
expenses  and  for  regular  additions  to  the  library.  "With 
this  view,  an  effort  was  made  to  raise  a  fund  of  $120,000. 
As  Ool.  Perkins  had  already  done  a  great  deal  for  the 
Atheneum,  no  application  was  made  to  him  for  further 
aid.  He,  however,  voluntarily  asked  for  the  book  contain- 
ing the  larg^t  class  of  subscriptions,  aud  added  his  name 
to  those  contributing  three  thousand  doUara  each.  Soon 
aiterward  he  inq^uired  of  the  president  of  the  Atheneum 
what  progress  had  been  made,  and  was  told  that  the  sub- 
scriptions amounted  to  eighty  thousand  dollars,  all  of  them 
being,  however,  on  the  condition  that  the  full  sum  ahoidd 
be  made  up  within  the  year ;   that  every  thing  possible 
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seemed  to  have  been  done  ;  but  that,  as  people  were  leav- 
ing town  for  the  summer,  nothing  farther  could  be  obtained 
until  the  autumn,  and  that  it  -was  doubtful  whether  the 
object  conld  be  effected  even  then,  by  raising  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  more,  as  the  applications  appeared  to  have 
been  thoroughly  made  by  a  numerous  committee.  He 
then  gave  his  assurance  that  the  attempt  should  not  be  suf- 
fered to  fail,  even  for  so  large  a  deficit  as  that,  and  agreed 
to  be  responsible  for  it,  in  order  that  the  subscriptions  al- 
ready obtained  might  be  made  binding ;  stipulating  only 
that  nothing  should  be  said  of  this  until  the  expiration  of 
the  last  day  fixed,  and  that  the  efibrts  to  obtain  it  from  the 
public  should  not  be  at  all  relaxed  in  the  mean  time. 
Further  assistance  from  him,  however,  was  rendered  un- 
necessary, chiefly  by  the  noble  bequest  of  Samuel  Apple- 
ton,  Esq.,  a  man  of  liberality  and  benevolence  like  his  own, 
who  died  during  the  summer,  leaving  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  ti'ustees,  to  be  distributed  at  liheir 
discretion  for  scientific,  literary,  religious,  or  charitable 
purposes.  The  trustees  appropriated  twenty-five  thousand 
dollara  of  this  to  the  fund  for  the  Atheneum,  and  the 
remaining  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  waa  easily  ob- 
tained by  further  subscriptions  at  large.  But  the  assurance 
given  by  Col.  Perkins,  although  any  call  on  him  thus  be- 
came imnecessary,  was  useful  in  warranting  that  confidence 
of  success  which  helps,  in  such  cases,  to  secure  it. 

In  January  following  (1854)  he  found  it  necessary  to 
submit  to  a  slight  surgical  operation  for  the  removal  of 
some  obstruction  that  troubled  him.  He  had  paat  most  of 
the  day,  the  9th,  in  attending  to  his  domestic  payments  for 
the  preceding  year,  arranging  the  papera  himself  with  his 
usual  method  in  business.  The  operation  was  successfully 
performed  by  Dr.  Cabot,  his  grandson ;  and  he  went  to 
bed  with  the  agreeable  prospect  of  finding  himself  re- 
lieved for  the  remainder  of  his  hfe  of  what  had,  for  some 
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time,  made  him  imcomfortaljle ;  but  with  a  caution,  too, 
from  his  surgeon,  not  to  rise  the  next  morning,  but  remain 
in  perfect  cLuiet.  In  such  matters^  however,  he  had  hahit 
ually  judged  and  chosen  to  act  for  himself;  and  in  this 
instance  he  gave  too  little  heed  to  the  caution,  refusing,  too, 
to  have  any  attendant  in  hia  chamber,  as  had  been  recom- 
mended. He  passed  a  good  night,  and  feeling  only  too  . 
well  after  it,  chose  to  rise  rather  early  the  next  day.  After 
being  partly  dressed,  becoming  faint,  he  was  obliged  to  lie 
down  on  the  sofa,  and  never  left  it.  He  became  more  and 
more  feeble  through  the  day ;  and  falling  into  a  state  of 
unconsciousness  toward  evening,  he  contiiiued  to  breathe 
for  some  hours,  sleeping  without  pain  or  distress,  and  died 
tranquilly  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  soon  after  midnight, 
in  Hie  90th  year  of  his  age. 

The  impression  of  his  character  left  on  the  community 
was  such  as  had  been  sketched,  a  short  time  before,  in  lan- 
guage that  hardly  admits  of  improvement,  and  needs  no 
addition,  by  the  Hon.  Daniel  "Webster,  in  a  note  written 
with  his  own  hand  on  the  blank  leaf  of  a  copy  of  his  works, 
presented  to  Ool.  Perkins : 

"  Washinqton,  April  19,  1852. 

"  My  Dbar  Sir  : — If  I  possessed  any  thing  which  I 
might  suppose  likely  to  be  more  acceptable  to  yon,  as  a 
proof  of  my  esteem,  than  these  volmnes,  I  should  have  sent 
it  in  their  stead. 

"  But  I  do  not ;  and  therefore  ask  your  acceptance  of  a 
copy  of  this  edition  of  my  speeches. 

"  I  have  long  cherished,  my  dear  sir,  a  profound,  warm, 
affectionate,  and  I  may  say  a  filial  regard  for  your  person 
and  character.  I  have  looked  upon  you  as  one  bom  to  do 
good,  and  who  has  fulfilled  his  mission ;  as  a  man,  without 
spot  or  blemish  ;  as  a  merchant,  known  and  honored  over 
the  whole  world ;  a  most  liberal  supporter  and  promoter  of 
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science  and  the  arts ;  always  kind  to  scholars  and  literary 
men,  and  greatly  beloved  by  them  all ;  friendly  to  all  the 
inatitutiona  of  religion,  morality,  and  edaeation ;  and  an 
imwavering  and  determined  sapporter  of  the  constitution 
of  the  country,  and  of  those  great  principles  of  civil  Uberty, 
which  it  is  so  well  calculated  to  uphold  and  advance. 

"  These  sentiments  I  inscribe  here  in  accordance  ■with 
my  best  judgment,  and  out  of  the  fullne^  of  my  heart ;  and 
I  wish  here  to  record,  also,  my  deep  sense  of  the  many 
pei-sonal  obhgations,  under  which  you  have  placed  me  in 
the  course  of  our  long  acquaintance. 

"  Your  ever  faithful  friend, 

"DANIEL  WEBS'ilBR 

"  To  tiie  Hon.  Th03.  H.  Pebkins." 

Although  private  interment  is  most  common  now,  it 
seemed  inappropriate  for  one  who  had  filled  so  large  a 
apace  in  public  regard.  The  funeral  service  took  place 
at  the  church  of  the  Rev,  Dr.  Gannett,  where  he  had  long 
worshiped,  and  waa  marked  by  one  incident  peculiarly 
touching  in  its  association.  The  solemn  music,  usual  on 
sucb  occasions,  was  impressively  performed  by  a  large 
choir  of  pupils  from  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
■who  had  requested  permission  to  sing  the  requiem  for  that 
friend  through  whom  they  enjoy  the  comforts  of  their 
spacious  dwelling.  A  further  proof  of  their  regard  for  his 
memory  was  seen,  but  lately,  in  gleams  of  pleasure  lighting 
their  faces  on  being  promised  that  they  should  soon  listen 
to  this  story  of  his  life. 
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In  all  countries,  the  character  of  the  great  and  good  has 
been  deemed  a  part  of  the  public  fame ;  and  nations  ■which 
have  derived  political  or  pectmiaiy  advantage  from  the 
talents  and  labors  of  their  distinguished  citizens  living, 
have  put  io  a  claim  to  the  posthumous  credit  of  those  men, 
as  if  a  portion  at  least  was  to  escheat  to  the  benefit  of  the 
commonwealth.  No  form  of  government  has  ever  ex- 
cluded such  a  claim,  because  no  form  of  government,  hovr- 
ever  bad,  has  been  enabled  to  repress  the  virtues,  or  dimin- 
ish the  generous  ardor  of  those  who,  marted  by  Providence 
with  high  special  gifts,  will  work  out  for  themselves  a  path 
to  fame,  by  directing  their  powers  in  such  pursuits  as  tend, 
by  multiplying  individual  good,  to  promote  public  benefits. 

Just  in  proportion  as  the  government  of  a  nation  tends 
toward  ti-ue  republicanism,  is  the  proper  fame  of  the  indi- 
vidual appropriately  available  to  the  mass ;  and  as  the  popu- 
lar voice  has  more  and  more  weight,  the  character  of  each 
individual  becomes  more  and  more  important  to  the  whole ; 
and  society  at  large  feels  and  expresses  the  deep  interest 
which  it  has  in  the  conduct  and  fame  of  any  citizen  who, 
by  talent,  enterprise,  and  virtuous  devotion  to  an  honorable 
calling,  and  the  prompt  and  willing  discharge  of  civic  and 
social  duties,  acquires  extensive  fame,  and  sustains,  with  ap- 
propriate bearing,  the  dignity  of  his  acquired  position. 

Hence  the  great  propriety  in  this  eountiy  of  respect  to 
the  memory,  and  affectionate  gratitude  to  the  persons  of 
those  who  distinguish  themselves  by  successful  efforts  in 
any  of  the  professional  walks  of  life,  or  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  business  and  trade.     Each  effort,  it  is  evi- 
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dent,  has  generally  for  its  primary  motive  the  connection 
of  the  credit  of  tlie  actor,  or  the  special  circle  of  the  dis- 
tinguished, with  the  fame  which  is  acquired ;  hut  no  sooner 
is  the  honor  proclaimed,  than  it  hecomee  not  only  a  part  of 
the  public  possession,  but  an  element  of  public  pride  and 
enjoyment.  Popular  feelings  and  popular  advantage  are 
expressed  and  promoted  by  the  immediate  recipients  of  the 
credit,  while  they  seem  to  be  appropriating  to  their  own 
honor  the  credit  of  their  co-laborers.  This  moral  impost  is 
always  levied,  and  as  one  class  of  citizens  has  the  same 
interest  in  tlie  credit  of  the  whole  as  any  other  class  can 
possess,  none  seems  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  taxation, 
and  the  fame  and  honor  of  our  republic  are  daily  aug- 
mented by  the  accretion  of  individual  credit  to  the  mass 
of  social  or  associated  fame. 

Hitherto  the  fame  of  the  merchant  has  been  considered 
incomplete,  unless  it  was  connected  with  some  direct  pub- 
lic, civic,  philanthropic,  or  political  service,  which,  while 
it  reflected  honor  upon  lihe  man,  seemed  to  overshadow  the 
unobtrusive  virtues  of  the  merchant ;  so  that  the  apparent 
solecism  has  been  presented  of  a  class  of  citizens  proud  of 
their  own  profession,  and  yet  dissatisfied  with  any  honor 
that  did  seem  to  diminish,  relatively  at  least,  tlie  worth  of 
that  profession  of  which  they  were  justly  prond. 

Our  opinion  of  "  mercantile  character"  is  so  elevated, 
that  we  see  in  the  career  of  a  merchant  enough  to  give 
him  all  the  distinction,  all  the  clain^  upon  public  regard, 
which  can  be  deserved  by  those  who  properly  estimate 
popular  approval  in  a  popular  goveraunent ;  and  we  think 
lightly  of  any  man  who,  in  a  repubhcan  government,  can 
qndervalne  public  esteem.  Hen  may  talk  as  they  please 
of  a  philosophical  disregard  of  the  opinions  of  their  fellow- 
men,  and  a  contempt  for  public  consideration ;  but  scarcely 
any  man  thus  expresses  himself  without  a  desire  to  attract 
consideration,  by  the  apparent  disinterestedness  of  feeUng 
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in  whicli  the  remark  originates,  or  without  a  desire  to  de- 
preciate the  value  of  that,  of  whicli  he  begins  to  find  him- 
self undeserving. 

We  believe  that  an  American  merchant  has,  in  his 
proper  calling  and  selected  condition  of  life,  the  means  of 
high,  permanent  distinction  ;  and  our  belief  is  founded  on 
observation,  that  there  commences,  with  the  evidence  of 
mei'cantile  enterpi-ise  and  the  proof  of  mercantile  integrity, 
a  fame  as  desirable,  as  gratifying,  as  extensive,  -and  as  per- 
manent, as  that  which  is  awarded  to  the  statesman  or  is 
achieved  by  the  warrior.  "We  speat  now  of  the  merchant 
abstracted  from  his  social  and  political  relations  and  duties. 
We  speat  of  him  as  "  the  merchant"  alone,  though  we 
claim  for,  and  all  must  concede  to  him,  the  possesion  of 
those  qualities  which  are  part  of  the  elements  of  the  states- 
man's character.  We  believe  also  that  the  high  credit  of 
a  nation  is  as  much  dependent  upon  the  honor  and  enter- 
prise of  her  merchants,  as  upon  the  sagacity  of  her  states 
men,  and  the  skill  and  eom^age  of  her  warriors ;  and  that, 
abroad,  an  estimate  of  the  American  character,  an  estimate 
which  we  are  most  proud  to  recognize,  is  founded  at  least 
as  much  on  mercantile  relations  as  upon  any  other  element 
of  intercourse  and  esteem ;  and  as  that  estimation  and  that 
credit  are  but  the  aggregate  of  individual  contribution,  we 
have,  as  conductors  of  a  mercantile  periodical,*  deemed  it 
due,  at  once  to  mercantile  pride  and  enlarged  patriotism, 
to  select  ffom  time  to  time,  for  special  notice,  one  who  has 
distinguislied  himself,  illustrated  his  profession,  and  done 
honor  to  his  country,  as  an  AmenGtm,  merchant 

It  is  not,  we  apprehend,  from  any  suppceed  want  of  ma- 
terials, or  any  deficiency  of  respect  for  the  calling,  that 
such  a  plan  has  not  been  previously  adopted  and  carried 
out.     It  is  the  nature  of  commerce  to  promote  and  rewai-d 

<*  Ed.  Merchants'  MagazinE. 
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eiiterpme,  and  to  teget  and  cherish  honorable  character. 
Hence,  from  the  earliest  period  of  our  nation's  history,  we 
have  had  the  elements  of  commercial  biography  that  would 
have  reflected  honor  upon  the  country,  through  the  mer- 
cantile profession.  Perhaps  the  facility  with  which  the 
accomplished  merchant  becomes  the  useful  statesman,  and 
the  more  ready  appreciation,  by  the  people,  of  political 
contributions  to  public  good,  because  those  contributions 
are  more  direct,  or  at  least  more  directly  noticeable,  have 
tended  to  give  to  the  public  benefactor  the  fame  of  a  states- 
man, which,  however  due,  was  referable  perhaps  to  the 
qualities  of  the  merchant. 

Thomas  P.  Cope,  Esq.,  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  member  of  a  highly  respectable 
"  Quaker"  family.  We  love  that  name ;  we  prefer  the 
term  "  Quaker"  to  that  of  "  Friend,"  because,  though  it 
was  given  in  derision,  it  has  become  a  term  of  honorable 
'distinction,  by  the  merits  of  those  who  have  illustrated  the 
virtues  of  the  sect  on  which  it  was  bestowed.  A  bad 
name  may  deeti'oy  an  individual  who  is  denied  time  and 
opportunity  to  redeem  himself  from  the  opprobrium.  But 
classes  and  sects  that  are  pei'mitted  to  survive  the  excite- 
ment which  confers  an  unHnd  and  injurious  appellation, 
may  acquire  to  themselves  a  credit  that  shall  cause  that 
which  was  confeiTed  as  an  epithet  of  contempt,  to  become 
a  title  of  distinguishing  honor.  So  much  more  potent  is 
virtue  than  a  name ;  so  true  are  mankind  to  virtue  and 
practical  goodness,  when  their  judgment  is  allowed  time  to 
supersede  their  passions. 

Mr.  Cope  traced  hia  descent  on  both  sides,  for  many  gen- 
erations, from  the  "  Friends."  His  ancestor,  Oliver  Cope, 
was  one  of  the  first  purchasers  from  William  Penn.  On 
the  maternal  side,  Mr.  C.  descended  from  the  Pyms,  who 
claim  as  an  ancestor  the  celebrated  parliamentarian,  John 
Pym,  whose  name  is  connected  with  that  of  Strafford;  and 
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Mr.  C.  had,  as  his  middle  name,  tliat  of  liis  maternal  an- 
ceetor. 

The  education  of  Mr.  Cope  was  good ;  it  included  a 
general  round  of  English  studies,  the  German  language, 
and  that  amount  of  Latin  which  was,  sixty  or  seventy 
years  since,  deemed  necessary  as  a  foundation  of  a  good 
education ;  and  though  perhaps  he  had  no  occasion  to 
make  a  direct  use  of  his  classical  studies,  there  tan  be  no 
doubt  that  they  gi'eatly  assisted  in  disciplining  his  mind  for 
the  pui-suits  of  life  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  for  those 
rational  enjoyments  consequent  upon  his  succe^  and  his 
social  position. 

"When  Mr.  Cope  had  completed  that  education  which 
was  deemed  necessary  to  a  mercantile  life,  and  which  in 
his  case  led  to  a  sound  hterary  taste,  since  indulged  and 
improved,  he  was,  in  1786,  sent  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
to  commence  the  acquisition  of  practical  mercantile  knowl- 
edge, hy  undertaking  the  primary  labors  of  "the  counting- 
room,  and  ascended  from  the  junior  grade,  which  only 
notices  events  by  a  simple  recoi'd,  to  that  position  which 
plans  the  movement  and  directs  the  conduct  of  thousands ; 
and,  while  it  seems  to  have  only  a  selfish  object,  does  in- 
deed connect  the  interests  and  the  feelings  of  countries,  and 
brings  about  that  state  of  national  relations  which  demands 
the  services  of  the  diplomatist  to  confirm  and  solemnize. 

We  do  not  learn  that  the  early  career  of  Mr.  Cope  wae 
distinguished  by  any  of  those  bold  schemes  which  some- 
times dazzle  the  eye  of  the  uninitiated  by  the  splendor  of 
their  success,  and  often  bring  extensive  ruin  by  their  almost 
natural  faihu-e.  Mr,  Cope  was  educated  a  Quaker,  and  he 
felt  that  all  of  his  education,  all  that  parents  and  teachers 
had  imparted  to  his  childhood  and  youth,  was  intended  as 
a  portion  of  his  capital  in  the  business  of  life — elements  of 
success  in  his  mercantile  and  his  social  position ;  and  hence, 
we  find  that  prudence  was  one  of  the  leading  principles  of 


.y  Google 


108     ,  LIVES   OF    AMERICAN   MERCHANTS. 

his  "business  plans,  and  that  (juality  came  to  distingnisli  all 
of  his  conduct.  He  could  not,  to  achiere  a  considerahle 
adyantage  to  himself,  put  in  jeopardy  that  ■which,  if  lc«t, 
would  bring  distress,  if  not  ruin,  on  othera.  He  had  no 
right  to  abuse  the  credit  which  his  education,  his  conduct, 
and  his  character  had  secured.  He  valued  that  credit  as 
a  means  of  maldng  the  wealth  of  others  ausiliaiy  to  his  own 
plans ;  but  he  could  not  justify  to  himself  any  undertaking 
which,  built  on  the  confidence  of  his  contemporaries,  should 
BO  abuse  that  faith  as  to  mate  the  chance  of  his  own  pros- 
perity the  means  of  injuring  his  friends.  In  other  words, 
that  which  is  ordinarily  called  "prudence"  in  business 
men,  was  in  Mr.  Cope  a  fixed  principle  of  honesty,  upon 
which  he  based  his  plans  of  business,  and  by  which  he 
limited  his  enterprise. 

In  1790  Mr.  Cope  began  business,  and  he  built  for  his 
own  use  the  store  at  the  comer  of  Second-stt-eet  and  Jouea' 
Alley,  then  known  by  the  euphonious  designation  of  Pew- 
ter-Platter Alley.  Here  he  transacted  a  large  business, 
importing  his  own  goods.  In  this  location  he  continued 
until  1807,  at  which  time  he  built  his  firet  ship,  which  he 
named,  for  his  native  county,  Lancastee. 

Those  who  look  back  sixty-one  or  sixty-two  years  upon 
the  history  of  Philadelphia,  will  find  the  record  of  disease 
and  death  occupying  a  large  portion  of  the  annals  of  the 
city ;  and  it  seems  almost  natural,  when  speaking  of  one 
who  lived  through  those  times,  to  inquire  what  part  be 
bore  in  the  labors  and  sufferings  of  the  people, 

Kr.  Cope's  activity,  his  respectable  position,  and  his  as- 
sociations, were  of  a  kind  to  afford  hito  an  opportunity  to 
distinguish  himself,  either  by  a  selfish  regard  to  his  o'wn 
safety,  or  by  a  magnanimous  devotion  to  the  comforts  and 
safety  of  othei-s.  He  was  true  to  himself,  to  the  instincts  of 
his  nature,  to  all  the  good  circumstances  with  which  his  life 
had  been  surroimded.     He  promptly  volunteered  his  ser- 
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vices.  He  tarried  in  the  city  in  1793,  and  caught  and 
suffered  from  the  yellow  fever,  which  was  desolating  Phil- 
adelphia. 

In  1797,  that  scourge  of  min  ag  tin  vioited  Philadelphia. 
"Ml'.  Cope  resolved  to  lieai  a  p^irt  m  the  illeviition  of  those 
Btifierings,  which,  as  one  of  the  "  guardiino  of  the  poor" 
and  a  "  manager  of  the  almshouse,"  he  had  '.ueh  an  oppor- 
tunity for  understanding ,  and  he,  with  anuther  citizen  ("Mr, 
Young,  a  bookseller^,  accepted  from  the  m^yol  of  the  city 
(Hilary  Baker)  tlie  office  of  alm^nei,  to  minister  ducctly  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  ■acre  suftci'ng  from  destitution,  in 
consec^uence  of  the  su>*pension  of  basmess  Sei  eral  thou- 
sand dollars  were  expended  by  Mr  Cope  and  his  coUeigue, 
who  carried  the  food  which  they  put  chased  to  the  houses 
of  the  suffei'ers,  many  of  whom  were  people  who,  in  ordi- 
nary times,  were  able  to  be  liberal  themselves,  to  whom 
the  charity  was  extended  personally,  and  in  a  way  that  the 
most  good  should  be  secured  from  the  expenditure,  in  the 
most  deUcate  manner. 

It  is  not  the  object  of  this  paper,  nor  the  wish  of  the 
wiiter,  to  present  a  detailed  account  of  the  daily  doings  of 
Mr,  Cope,  He  commenced  business,  not  on  the  scale  on 
which  he  conducted  it  a  few  yeai'S  before  he  withdrew  from 
its  toils,  but  with  those  limits  which  moderate  capital  ren- 
dered necessaiy,  and  which  "  prudence"  (again  we  mean 
a  proper  regard  to  oAers  as  well  as  to  himself)  naturally 
suggested.  A  devotion  becoming  a  man  who  had  resolved, 
to  have  a  name  among  merchants,  was  manifested  hj  Mr. 
Cope  to  his  business  ;  and  he  was  one  likely  to  be  noticed 
by  his  seniore  as  marked  for  success  in  himselii  and  as  an 
example  to  others.  Yet  this  noticeable  occupancy  of  time 
in  the  affairs  of  his  store  and  counting-room,  was  not  all- 
absorbing.  To  be  a  merchant,  with  all  the  cii-eumstances 
which  are  connected  with  that  profession,  was  of  courae 
Mi\  Cope's  principal  object.     But  it  would  appear  that  the 
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generoua  regai-d  to  civic  and  State  interests,  wMcli  he  man- 
ifested after  his  withdrawal  from  business,  must  have  been 
apparent  in  hia  early  manhood,  as  we  find  him  a  member 
of  the  city  councils  at  the  close  of  the  past  and  tho  begin- 
ning of  the  pr^ent  century,  and  an  efficient  member  of  the 
committee  for  introducing  water  into  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, a  measure  which  for  a' time  required  all  the  efforts  of 
its  friends  to  secure  its  adoption  and  execution,  against  the 
opposition  of  a  majority,  and  which  for  a  season  was  the 
occasion  of  great  unpopularity  to  its  advocates. 

Mr.  Cope  was  again,  in  1807,  called  into  public  life  by 
being  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  at  a  time 
when  party  spirit  was  active,  and  when  conservative  views 
and  yotes  were  deemed  neceasary  for  the  preservation  of 
those  principles  upon  which  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth was  founded,  and  which  that  instrument  was 
intended  to  express  and  defend. 

Subsequently,  Mj.  Cope  was  called  on  to  mingle  still 
more  in  public  life.  We  allude  to  those  early  demands 
upon  his  time,  to  show  that,  wili.  all  the  business  devotion 
and  busings  habits  which  distinguished  him  and  marked 
him  for  success,  he  had,  and  others  saw  in  him,  aU  those 
qualities  which  give  delight  to  social  life,  and  those  abihties 
which  make  the  republican  citizen  a  useful  servant  of  the 
State.  And  we  may  add,  that  the  demand  upon  hia  ser- 
vices was  not  limited  to  the  city  or  the  commonwealth. 
As  a  man  of  sound  education,  as  one  of  high  integrity  as  a 
sound  politician  and  an  accomplished  merchant,  he  was 
naturally  looked  to  as  a  proper  person  to  represent  the 
great  interests  of  Philadelphia  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  There  waa  no  doubt  of  his  ability  to  represent 
the  people,  and  to  promote  the  true  interests  of  the  great 
commercial  metropolis  of  the  Union ;  and  his  character 
and  manners  were  such  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  his 
election  would  have,  been  less  a  party  triumph  than  the 
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result  of*  the  concurrent  -vote  of  most  of  the  people  of  Ms 
district. 

To  a  young  man,  sensible  of  claims  upon  public  con£- , 
dence,  and  not  insensible  to  the  suggestions  of  ambitioii, 
such  a  concun'ence  of  circumstances  would  seem  to  present 
a  mMt  desirable  avenue  to  office  and  fame.  In  those  days 
the  honors  of  Congress  had  not  been  so  extensively  en- 
joyed, and  the  privileges  of  Congress  had  not  been  bo  fre- 
quently abiised.  At  that  time,  a  representative  of  fifty 
thousand  freemen  in  the  legislature  of  the  nation  had  a 
high  claim  upon  public  regard,  and  the  office  might  well 
be  coveted.  At  that  time,  and  at  any  time  since,  the  con- 
stituency of  the  Congressional  representative  of  Philadel- 
phia must  be  regarded  as  one  of  which  any  man  may  be 
proud.  Undoubtedly  Mr.  Cope  felt  the  appeal  to  his  ambi- 
tion which  this  offer  made ;  but  he  had  other  duties,  and 
among  them  was  that  of  justifying  the  confidence  which 
his  previous  career  as  a  merchant  had  secured  to  himself, 
and  to  manifest  that  prudence  upon  which  his  succe^  was 
to  depend,  by  declining  aU  honors  which  must  withdraw 
him  from  an  immediate  supervision  of  an  extensive  mer- 
cantile establishment,  upon  which  so  much  more  than  his 
own  direct  interests  depended. 

Mr.  Cope,  as  we  have  said,  was  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  Perhaps  the  principles  of  that  sect  may  have, 
in  some  measure,  restrained  him  from  accepting  the  honor- 
able post  which  was  about  to  be  formally  offered  to  him. 
Many  of  the  votes  of  Congress  involve  the  encouragement 
of  war ;  we  do  not  inow  whether  that  consideration  influ- 
enced him,  and  influences  others  of  his  religious  denomina- 
tion, in  declining  to  sit  in  Congress ;  it  is  certain  that  we 
seldom  see  Quakers  in  the  halls  of  the  national  legislature, 
where  their  services  would  often  be  very  valuable.  The 
regret,  however,  to  be  felt  for  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cope  on 
such  accounts  must  have  been  augmented,  at  that  particu- 
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!ar  junctui-e,  by  a  knowledge  of  hia  intiinacy  with  the  lawa 
of  trade  and  their  practical  operation,  and  his  straightfor- 
.ward  adherence  to  what  he  helieved  to  be  right,  fortu- 
nately, Philadelphia  possessed  other  sons  to  represent  her 
in  Congress,  and  while  some  were  doing  honor  to  their  con- 
Btitaents  in  that  place,  Mr.  Cope  was  fully  occupied  in  the 
execution  of  enlarged  plans  of  commerce,  which  were  to  be 
ptodnctive  of  public  as  well  as  of  private  benelit. 

To  Mr.  Cope  was  Philadelphia  indebted  for  the  establish- 
ment, in  1821,  of  the  first  regular  line  of  packet  ships 
between  that  city  and  Liverpool  (England),  and  the  first 
ship  employed  in  the  line  was,  we  believe,  the  Lancaster, 
of  290  tons,  commanded  hy  Captain  Dixey.  To  this  was 
added  the  TiKcarora,  of  379  tons,  commanded  hy  Captain 
James  Serrill.  The  line  is  still  kept  up,  and  has  in  it  ships 
of  immense  tannage.  The  line  was  sustained  through  all 
these  adverse  circumstances,  which,  for  a  time,  threatened 
the  destruction  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  Philadelphia. 
It  followed  close  npon  that  established  in  New  York,  and  is 
yet  maintained,  with  augmented  tunnage,  by  Measra.  H.  & 
A.  Cope,  sons  and  successors  in  business  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Cope. 

Abont  1810,  Mr.  Cope  removed  his  place  of  business  to 
Walnut^treet  wharf,  where  his  sons  now  have  their  count- 
ing-house, and  where  their  packet-ships  now  lie  when  in 
port.  This  place  had  been  remarkable  as  the  scene  of  mis- 
fortune to  nearly  all  its  previous  occupants,  and  so  niarked 
had  the  results  been,  so  stiiking  and  so  uninterrnpted,  that  a 
dread  had  been  excited  in  the  minds  of  those  the  least  tinc- 
tured with  superstition.  It  was  what  was  called  an  "  nn- 
lucky  place,"  and  several  of  Mr.  Cope's  friends  mentioned 
to  him  with  some  earnestness  its  bad  character. 

"  Then,"  said  he,  "  I  will  try  to  earn  for  it  a  better 
name."  And  though  he  was  a.  wealthy  man  before  he 
removed  thither,  yet  that  place  is  identified  with  his  sub- 
sequent prosperity. 
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"We  have  already  mentioned  that  "  prudence"  was  a 
leading  principle  in  Mr.  Cope's  plans  of  business.  He 
never  allowed  himself  to  be  drawn  into  hazardous  enter- 
prises which  would  deprive  him  of  that  quiet  so  essential 
to  the  proper  enjoyment  of  what  one  has  acquired,  and  to 
the  proper  calculations  and  plans  for  a  generous  increase  of 
possessions.  Such  a  courae  would  have  been  contrary  to 
his  established  mercantile  principlea.  But  there  are  times 
when  a  merchant  may  incur  rkks  without  an  impeachment 
of  his  prudence  ;  and  the  occasion  for  such  a  risk  occurred 
once,  at  least,  in  Mr.  Cope's  experience.  His  favorite  ship, 
the  Lancaster,  was  on  her  return  voyage  from  Canton  with 
a  cargo  of  great  value,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of 
1813.  He  made  repeated  applications  for  insurance,  but 
the  alarm  was  general  and  great,  and  the  offices  refused  to 
take  a  risk  upon  the  ship  and  cargo  for  leas  than  seventy- 
five  per  cent.  This  was  an  enormous  deduction ;  but  the 
ocean  swarmed  with  British  ci-uisers,  and  the  premium  of 
insurance,  considering  the  course  of  the  Lancaster,  could 
scarcely  be  regarded  as  unreasonable,  Mr,  Cope  under- 
stood his  own  affairs  perfectly,  and,  satisfying  himself  that 
he  could  sustain  the  loss  of  the  whole,  and  consequently 
that  he  could  be  his  own  insurer,  he  calmly  awaited  the 
result,  though  each  day's  papei-s  conveyed  intelligence  of 
important  im-oads  upon  the  mercantile  marine  of  our  coun- 
try by  British  ships  of  war.  The  resolution,  however,  had 
been  taken,  after  careful  deliberation,  and  the  only  course 
was  a  "  patient  waiting."  And  when  darkness  seemed 
to  hang  thickest  upon  the  prospects  of  the  merchants, 
the  Lancaster  anived  at  Philadelphia,  one  evening,  with 
her  immensely  valuable  cargo,  and  the  captain  received 
from  the  pilot,  in  the  Delaware,  the  first  intimation  of 
hostilities  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain ;  and 
he  remarked,  that  he  should  have  hailed  a  British 
cruiser  for  the  news,  had  one  come  within  "  speaking" 
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distance.    The  result  of  tliis  was  an  immense  profit  upon 
the  cai'go. 

In  referring  to  Mr.  Cope's  mercantile  career,  we  can  not 
omit  t-o  notice  that  he  was  the  contemporary  and  often  the 
rival  of  Stephen  Gikasd.  And  we  must  add,  that  he  was 
on  terms  of  intimacy  and  friendship  with  that  remai'kahle 
man.  It  is  another  proof  of  Mr.  Girard's  sagacity,  that  he 
selected  Mr.  Cope  to  be  one  of  the  executors  of  his  will, 
and  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  bank.  It  happened  that  after 
discharging  with  fidelity  the  duties  which  his  friend  and 
fellow-merchant  had  thus  devolved  upon  him,  Mr.  Cope,  as 
a  member  of  flie  Select  Council  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
came  to  be,  for  a  time,  the  President  of  the  Boai-d  of  Com- 
missioner of  the  Girard  estate ;  and  be  was  subsequently 
elected,  hy  a  select  council,  a  director  of  the  Girard  College 
for  Orphans,  an  honor  which,  to  the  regret  of  his  colleagues, 
he  immediately  declined. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  puhlie  spirit  of 
Mr.  Cope,  and  to  his  promptness  and  fidelity  in  every 
position  to  which  he  had  been  called  by  the  vote  of  the 
people,  and  his  exertions  and  contributions  when  his  ex- 
perience and  his  wealth  were  required  to  insure  the  com- 
mencement or  completion  of  works  of  public  interest.  And 
we  have  already  referred  to  his  exertions  to  secure  the 
introduction  of  wholesome  water  into  Uie  city  of  Philar 
delphia.  .To  Mr.  Cope,  in  an  eminent  degree,  may  he 
acceded  the  praise  of  biinging  to  a  completion  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal ;  and  the  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia are  not  likely  soon  to  forget  the  promptness  and  the 
efficiency  of  his  movements  to  secure  the  construction  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad.  He  presided  at  the  town 
meeting  called  in  support  of  that  measure,  so  important  to 
-  Hiiladelphia,  and  gave  it  the  aid  of  his  continued  labors, 
and  the  most  liberal  subscription  of  any  individual  con- 
tj-ibutor.  ■ 
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It  was  the  good  fortiuie  of  the  writer  of  tliis  hasty  notice 
to  he  a  colleague  of  Mr.  Cope  in  the  convention  which  re- 
modeled the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  testimony  is 
cheerfully  borne  to  the  fidelity  with  which  he  guarded  the 
interests  and  represented  the  principles  of  his  immediate 
constituents  by  the  wholesome  conservatism  of  aU  his  views, 
his  remarks,  and  his  votes ;  and  while  he  exhibited  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  nature  and  wanfe  of  our 
popular  government,  he  manifested  an  earnest  desire  that 
the  organic  law  of  his  native  commonwealth  should  be 
placed  upon  a  basis  which  should  not  be  shaken  by  every 
breeze  of  popular  favor,  or  every  tempest  of  popular 
dislike. 

Though  few  of  the  institutions  of  Philadelphia  were  with- 
out the  valuable  aid,  in  some  form,  of  Mr.  Cope,  yet  his 
mercantile  friends  were  permitted  to  enjoy  the  largest  por- 
tion of  his  important  services.  He  was  the  president  of 
the  "  Boai'd  of  Trade,"  where  his  person  was  alwaj-s  hailed 
with  pleasure,  and  hia  opinions  received  with  marked  def- 
erence. But  another  institution,  which  is  the  pride  of 
Philadelphia  merchants,  has  been  particularly  favored  by 
Mr.  Cope.  We  allude  to  the  Mercantile  Library  Company, 
of  which  he  was  the  President  from  its  foundation  to  his 
death,  and  from  whose  meetings  he  was  very  rarely  absent. 
His  own  feelings  seemed  to  derive  new  freshness  from  his 
association  with  the  younger  members  of  that  profession 
which  he  had  honored ;  and  his  pride,  perhaps,  was  grati- 
fied by  the  evidences  that  his  life  was  regarded  as  an  ex- 
ample to.  those  who,  when  he  should  have  ceased  to  be  of 
their  number,  would  be  able  to  sustain  the  character  of 
Philadelphia  merchants. 

In  pei-sonal  appearance,  Mr.  Cope  was  not  without  ad- 
vantage. Of  established  health,  fte  result  of  a  sound  con- 
stitution, assisted  by  temperate  habite  and  constant  exercise, 
his  upright  bearing,  and  firm,  elastic  step,  seemed  as  if 
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they  had  been  acquired  in  a  mihtary  school,  rathef  than 
under  the  guidance  of  a  mother  and  schoolmaster  of 
the  Society  of  Trienda.  An  anecdote  may  iUustrate  our 
meaning. 

Some  years  since,  Mr.  Cope  was  travehng  in  the  West- 
ern States  with  the  late  General  Cadwalader,  who  was 
"  every  inch  a  general."  On  arriying  at  an  hotel,  the  names 
of  the  travelers  were  of  course  registered.  Having,  perhaje, 
some  business  with,  or,  more  probably,  willing  to  be  hospit^ 
able  to  General  Cadwalader,  a  resident  of  the  place  where 
the  travelers  were  spending  the  night,  after  examining  the 
record  of  the  names,  stepped  to  the  porch,  and  observing  a 
gentleman  walldng  up  and  down,  with  a  q^uick,  firm  step, 
and  wearing  a  eurt^ut  with  an  upright  military  coUar,  he 
thought  he  could  not  be  deceived  as  it  regarded  the  mili- 
tary title  of  the  visitor,  whom  he  immediately  saluted  as 
"  General,"  and  proceeded  to  inti-oduce  himself  and  his 
business.  And  it  was  not  easy  to  satisfy  him  that  he  had 
mistaken  a  member  of  the  "  Society  of  Friends,"  in  the 
full  dr^s  of  that  sect,  for  a  "  Major-general." 

No  reUgious  association,  no  weight  of  public  duties,  no 
cares  and  calculations  of  a  mercantile  life,  not  even  the 
weight  of  more  than  eighty  years,  deprived  Mr.  Cope  of  a 
buoyancy  of  spirits  that  made  his  company  then,  as  it  had 
been  yeai-s  before,  the  delight  of  social  gatherings.  Though 
deeply  touched  by  events  to  which  we  shall  refer  hereafter, 
yet  no  man,  within  the  limits  of  gentlemanly  propriety, 
could  add  more  to  tte  zest  of  lively,  pleasant  conversation. 
TuU  of  experience,  fuU  of  anecdote,  fall  of  desu'e  to  pro- 
mote kindly  feelings,  and  to  share  in  their  exercise,  his  pres- 
ence was  always  desirable,  where  pleasant  wit  and  chas- 
tened humor  were  allowed  their  appropriate  exercise.  His 
presence  brought  no  unpleasant  restraints,  though  it  might 
have  modified  pleasure  ;  and  the  young  who  were  favored 
with  his  company  at  their  occasional  festivities,  found  their 
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true  enjoyment  enhanced  by  the  approval  which  his  con- 
timianee  among  them  manifested,  and  by  the  temperate 
gratification  which  that  approval  insured.  It  is  a  matter 
of  course  that  the  character,  conduct,  and  position  of  Mr. 
Cope  should  have  attracted  to  him  the  high  regard  of  the 
aged  and  the  venerable  of  his  acquaintance ;  but  it  is  an 
additional  proof  of  the  excellence  of  his  temper,  and  the 
purity  of  his  principles  and  of  his  taste,  that  the  young 
loved  Lis  presence  and  courted  his  approval. 

"We  have  purposely  avoided  direct  reference  to  the  do- 
mestic relations  and  circumstances  of  Mr.  Cope,  as  unsuited 
to  such  a  notice  as  this ;  though  it  is  in  the  refined  and  sim- 
ple elegance  of  his  hospitable  home  that  he  was  best  under- 
stood and  most  beloved.  But  while  we  omit  particular 
allusion  to  what  had  been  his  chief  delight  and  the  blessing 
of  those  who  shared  in  the  hcspitalities  of  his  domestic  cir- 
cle, it  may  not  be  improper  "to  say  that  that  circle  was  not 
exempt  from  the  visitation  of  afflictions,  which  tried  the 
hearts  of  those  by  whom  it  was  constituted,  and  made  ite 
principal  deeply  comprehend  how  little  he  was  to  be  ex- 
empted from  the  afflictions  which  mark  humanity,  and 
which,  rightij  improved,  become  the  means  of  sti'engthen- 
ing  and  puiiiying  character.  To  these  afiUctions,  which 
put  far  from  him  lover  and  friend,  Mr.  Cope  learned  to 
bow  with  the  resignation  which  religion  inculcates,  though 
he  felt  them  with  the  keenness  of  wounded  afiection,  and 
mourned  tiiem  with  the  constancy  and  silence  which  give 
dignity  to  gi'ief. 

We  dare  not  puraue  that  subject  closer,  and  we  have 
only  referred  to  the  painfiil  fact  that  we  might  not  omit  so 
important  an  element  in  the  experience  of  one  whose  life 
we  are  noticing.  We  have  referred  to  Mr.  Cope  as  a  mer- 
chant, enterpriai]ig,  liberal,  successful ;— as  a  philanthro- 
pist, self  denying  and  devoted ; — as  a  man,  upright,  re- 
spected, beloved.     The  instances  of  domestic  affliction  to 
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which  we  have  ventured  to  allude,  are  mentioned  that 
we  might  say  that  Mr.  Coi^e  baa  not  teen  witliout  the 
trials  and  tlie  eiibmfesion  of  a  Christian. 

Mr.  Cope  acknowledged  the  influence  of  years  Jong  be- 
fore it  became  perceptible  in  his  language  or  his  move- 
ment ;  and  he  sought  a  relaxation  from  pnUic  labors 
while  his  friends  and  colleagues  were  acknowledging  the 
freshness  of  his  mind  and  the  promptness  of  his  move- 
ments.  He  declined  election  to  civic  office,  but  yielded  to 
the  aifectionate  representations  of  his  young  friends  to  per- 
mit his  name  to  honor  their  associations,  when  mercantile 
business  or  mercantile  interests  were  alone  involved.  They 
had  delighted  in  and  profited  by  the  full  light  of  his  me- 
ridian and  declining  sun,  and  they  desired  the  benefit  of 
those  rays  which,  though  mitigated  in  heat,  are  delightful 
in  their  influence. 

Time  was  indeed  laying  his  hand  on  Mr.  Cope  when  he 
left  the  active  scenes  of  social  and  civic  semces,  but  the 
wort  was  being  done  gently  and  kindly ;  and  those  who 
regarded  him  as  a  representative  of  the  former  race  of  Phil- 
adelphia merchants — a  race  to  which  all  may  look  with 
reverence  and  pride — handing  down  their  fame  to  his  suc- 
cessors, rejoiced  in  the  promise  which  his  healthful  ap- 
pearance and  active  habits  gave,  that  he  would  for  some 
yeai-s  be  spared  to  receive  from  his  fellow-citizens  those 
manifestations  of  grateful  respect  which  are  so  eminently 
deserved  by  the  receiver,  and  which  do  so  much  honor  to 
the  judgment  of  the  givers. 

Some  time  before  Mr.  Cope's  death,  he  was  suddenly- 
seized  with  a  paralytic  affection — that  monition  which  is 
seldom  insignificant ;  he  felt,  and  his  fiiends  saw,  that  it 
was  the  beginning  of  the  end,  and  with  impaired  physical 
powers  he  awaited,  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  the  last 
notice ;  and  he  awaited  and  received  it  with  the  dignity 
and  resignation  of  one  who,  having  sought  to  do  his  duty 
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in  life,  met  death  with  a  sense  of  his  own  imperfections, 
and  a  confidence  in  the  inercies  of  Divine  Providence. 
Thomas  P.  Cope  died  Kovember  22,  1854,  mindful  of  the 
institutions  whose  objects  he  approved,  and  leaving  to  his 
children  the  immense  wealth  which  industiy  and  integrity 
had  acquired,  and  judiciotis  economy  had  preserved ;  leav- 
ing them  the  nobler  inheritance  of  a  character  of  unspotted 
purity,  and  a  name  that  is  synonymous  with  mercantile 
sagacity  and  mercantile  honor.  They  have  been  too  well 
schooled  in  all  the  virtues  of  their  estimable  father  to  allow 
any  portion  of  the  rich  patrimony  to  deteriorate  in  their 
hands. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Cope  did  not  startle  the  people  of  Phil- 
adelphia ;  he  had  been  so  long  wiUidrawn  from  active 
commerce  and  public  position,  that  many  of  the  young  had 
risen  up  with  only  an  historical  knowledge  of  his  connection 
■with  the  ti-ade,  the  prosperity,  and  the  general  circum- 
stances of  our  city.  And  many  who  knew  him  personally 
and  respected  him  highly,  felt  as  if  the  transition  was  so 
much  to  his  advantage,  that  friendship  and  affection  might 
forget  its  own  less  in  his  great  gain.  Yet  such  a  man  conld 
not  die  without  causing  a  deep  emotion  in  the  community 
of  which  he  formed  a  part ;  and  the  press  became  the  elo- 
quent and  truthful  exponent  of  the  public  estimate  oi  the 
instructive  life  and  beautiful  character  of  Mr.  Cope. 

Mr.  Cope,  it  has  already  been  said,  was  for  many  years 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Philadelphia,  an 
institution  of  commercial  formation  and  of  commercial  coun- 
sel and  decision.  Having  a  general  supervision  of  what- 
ever concerns  the  trade  of  the  city,  whose  mandate  is  of 
almost  irresistible  power  to  create,  to  foster,  or  direct  plans 
and  means  of  business,  and  to  decide  upon  the  customs  of 
trade — lacking  certainly  that  quality  which  logicians  call 
a  perfect  right,  namely,  the  right  on  its  own  side  of  as- 
serting a  rule,  and  the  legal  duty  on  the  other  side  of 
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obeying  that  rule, — the  strength  and  usefulness  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  must  consiet,  not  in  the  enactmenta  of  the 
legislatiu'e,  tut  in  a  general  confidence  of  the  business 
community,  a  sense  of  right  in  its  impartial  decisions  upon 
business  questions,  and  its  careful  supervision  upon  the 
existing  and  the  proposed  means  of  promoting  honorable 
ti-ade ;  and  that  confidence  must  result  from  a  general  ad- 
mission that  those  who  administer  its  affairs  aa-e  men  of 
lofty  character,  of  sound  mercantile  views,  and  of  tried 
business  experience,  and  the  head  of  that  institution  should 
be  thej^T"*^  among  such  men. 

Mr,  Cope  continued  in  the  office  of  President  of  the 
Board  until  his  death ;  and  something  of  the  estimate  in 
which  he  was  held  by  his  colleagues  of  that  Boai'd  may  be 
inferred  from  the  following  extract  of  the  annual  report  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  1855 ; 

"  Before  proceeding  to  discuss  the  various  topics  which 
engaged  the  attention  of  your  Board  dming  the  past  year, 
it  is  our  painful  duty  to  notice  the  death  of  yorn-  late  Presi- 
dent, which  occurred  on  the  23d  of  last  November.  Mr. 
Cope  had  been,  for  some  time  preceding  his  decease,  in  re- 
tirement, with  his  physical  powers  gradually  wasting  away 
under  the  decay  of  time.  A  constitution  natm'ally  strong, 
and  preserved  by  habits  of  exemplary  sobriety,  finally 
yielded  to  the  effects  of  age  rather  than  of  disease,  and  he 
passed  from  this  scene  of  his  labors  with  a  gentleness  of 
decline  which  fitly  closed  a  life  of  exti-aordinary  serenity 
and  beneficence.  During  his  manhood  he  was  ever  con- 
spicnous  for  his  public  spirit,  and  his  active  and  liberal 
efforts  in  promoting  the  public  welfare.  There  are  but  few 
of  the  charitable  and  other  similar  institiitions  of  Philadel- 
phia which  are  not  indebted  to  him,  eithei'  for  their  origin 
or  the  aid  which  has  sustained  them  and  extended  their 
usefulness.  Besides  having  been  for  many  years  an  active 
manager  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  he  served  until  his 
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death  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  No  citizen,  of 
his  time  and  profession,  did  more  than  the  deceased  to  en- 
title himself  to  the  high  distinction  of  heing  regarded  as  a 
representative  man,  illustrating  in  his  life  all  the  essential 
and  loftiest  qualities  of  a  cl^s,  and  constituting  himself  a 
model  for  its  guidance  and  imitation.  He  was  a  merchant, 
in  the  hest  sense  of  that  term.  His  spotless  integrity,  his 
enlarged  and  sound  views  of  commerce  in  all  its  relations, 
his  judicious  and  liberal  enterprise,  and  his  munificent  and 
ardent  puhlic  spirit,  were  marked  features  in  him;  and 
these  were  the  elements  which  contributed  to  his  own  sin- 
gulai-  success,  and  empowered  as  well  as  disposed  him  to 
promote  in  so  large  a  measure  the  mercantile  prosperity 
and  reputation  of  Philadelphia.  Viewed  in  any  and  every 
aspect,  partially  or  as  a  whole,  his  character  wa5  signally 
admirable,  and  fiimishes  a  pattern  which  the  youth,  who  is 
seeking  a  type  of  manly  excellence,  may  well  adopt  for 
imitation." 

Mr.  Oope  was  regarded  aa  the  father  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  of  Philadelphia.  Many  young  merchants  found 
great  delight  in  contributing  time  and  means  to  its  estab- 
Imhment  and  growth,  and  their  services  were  always  ap- 
preciated by  their  co-laborers,  and  especially  by  the  late 
president ;  but  th&y  loved  to  regard  him  as  the  principal 
mover  in  the  good  work,  and  to  acknowledge  the  benelicial 
influence  of  his  wisdom  and  character  and  means  ujion 
their  own  efforts.  They  were  proud  of  the  Mercantile 
Library,  but  they  were  no  less  proud  that  at  its  head  stood 
the  principal  merchant  of  their  city.  And  hence  the  suc- 
cess which  attended  their  exertions  to  procure  means  for 
books,  for  a  beautiful  hall;  and  for  seven  courses  of  at- 
tractive lectures,  first  on  Mercantile  Men,  by  the  late  Judge 
Hopkins,  and  subsequently  on  general  subjects. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Philadelphia  Library  thus  notices  the 
death  of  their  well-tried  and  beloved  president : 
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"  The  year  which  has  just  cloaed  has  been  marked  with 
an  event  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  the  affaiJ's  of 
the  Company.  Whilst  our  city  has  heen  called  npon  to 
deplore  the  death  of  the  foremost  of  her  merchants,  in  the 
peraon  of  Thomas  P.  Cope,  we  especially  are  participants 
in  the  common  loss.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
this  gentleman  has  presided  over  its  affaire  with  an  interest 
which  time  never  abated. 

"  It  may  be  doubted  indeed  whether  the  records  of  any 
similar  institution  can  show  an  instance  of  more  Hfeadfast 
devotion  to  tlie  duties  incident  to  tliis  position, — for,  even 
after  having  attained  an  age  when  other  men  might  have 
considered  themselves  exempt,  his  attendance  at  tlie  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  was  imremitted  and  constant.  The  ven- 
erated deceased  met  us  for  the  last  time  but  a  short  period 
before  his  death,  having  then  attained  his  eighty-fourth 
year,  and  in  the  pleasant  companionship  which  was  so 
much  a  graceful  attribute  of  his  character, — his  ardent  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  the  Institution,  could  be  distin- 
guished in  all  its  early  earnestness. 

"  The  prominent  desire  with  Mr.  Cope  seemed  to  be, 
that  in  all  efforts  for  spreading  the  nsefulness  of  die  Com- 
pany, caution  should  be  obsei-ved  that  prodigality  might 
be  avoided.  Above  all,  whdst  advocating  a  liberal  ex- 
penditure for  every  thing  that  would  conduce  to  advance 
the  objects  of  its  organization,  it  was  his  constant  desire 
that  the  Company  might  escape  the  entanglement  of  debt, 
which,  too  often,  had  been  the  overthrow  of  associations 
equally  beneiicent  in  their  objects. 

"  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  of  Mr,  Cope  that  lie  was  the 
ideal  of  what  we  as  members  may  ever  hope  to  have  in  his 
successors,  and  it  will  be  the  office  of  whoever  may  be  the 
ftitm'6  historian  of  the  Company  to  acknowledge  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  him,  which  can  scarcely  be  fully  realized  by 
us.     Fortunate  in  the  possession  of  the  excellent  porti'ait 
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■wliicli  hangs  upon  our  walla,  incentives  can  never  be  want- 
ing, whilst  we  can  dwell  upon  the  familiar  counterpart,  to 
a  renewed  interest  in  the  welfare  of  an  Institution  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  originators,  and  all  tho  interests  of  which 
he  cherished  to  such  a  period  of  life  with  entire  and  con- 
staiit  devotion." 

For  years  the  people  of  Philadelphia  have  felt  the  want 
of  some  public  park,  such  as  are  found  in  and  near  the 
cities  of  Eiu'ope,  by  which  health  and  healthful  exercise 
may  be  secured  to  those  whose  occupations  shut  them  up 
nearly  every  day  of  the  week  from  the  enjoyment  of  whole- 
some air,  and  indulgence  in  that  recreation  which  is  neces- 
sary to  make  labor  endurable  and  insure  the  capacity  to 
enjoy  what  labor  produces.  l!^or,  indeed,  did  they  overlook 
the  benefit  which  such  a  place  of  resort  would  be  to  those 
whose  means  allowed  of  more  frequent  exercise,  but  who 
ai'e  ranch  restrained  therefrom  by  the  utter  want  of  places 
for  the  indulgence. 

It  is  a  true  maxim  of  political  and  civic  action,  that  the 
wants  of  all  should  be  equally  considered ;  and  a  public 
park,  of  considerable  extent,  afEbrds  to  all  classes,  in  various 
ways — that  suit  all  conditions — means  of  rational,  of  health- 
ful exercise.  It  could  not  be  doubted  that  the  county  of 
Philadelphia  had  ample  grounds  available  for  such  parks. 
The  city  proper  had  none :  its  squares  were  beautiful  and 
attractive ;  btit  while  they  had  their  ways  and  means  of 
usefulness,  they  had  no  extent ;  nor  did  the  plan  of  the  city 
or  the  dedication  of  contiguous  portions  of  ground  admit  of 
their  enlargement  for  any  purposes  contemplated  in  a 
park. 

While  Mr.  Cope  was  a  member  of  the  select  council  of 
the  city  (about  1846),  he  made  known  to  the  writer  of  this 
article,  then  a  colleague  of  Mr.  Cope,  his  desire  to  withdraw 
entirely  from  public  life,  but  before  withdrawing  to  do 
something  which  would  have  upon  it  the  imprint  of  public 
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good ;  and  he  expressed  a  belief  that  it  was  tlie  duty  of 
councils  to  provide  means  for  a  large  public  park.  When 
it  was  mentioned,*  as  an  objection,  that  there  was  scarcely 
land  enough  in  the  city  attainable  for  that  pui'pose,  he 
replied  that  he  had  in  view  a  suitable  lot  beyond  the  city 
limits,  but  contiguous  to  the  city  possessions,  and  if  we 
could  not  bring  that  to  the  city,  we  might  in  time  take  the 
city  to  the  park. 

The  beautiful  country-seat  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  J. 
Pi-att,  known  aa  Lemon  HUl,  had  been  sold  to  a  geiitlemaii 
for  buildirig-lots,  but  a  change  in  the  fiscal  affaii's  of  the 
country  had  catsed  a  remarkable  stringency  in  the  money- 
market  of  the  commercial  cities,  and  the  title-deeds  oi 
Lemon  Hill  had  found  their  way  into  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  were  among  the  assets  of  that  unfortunate  insti- 
tution. Mr.  Oope  conceived  the  project  of  making  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  the  purchaser  and  owner  of  that  beautiful 
estate ;  and  though  the  idea  of  a  park  for  the  city,  and  at 
the  city's  expense,  so  fai-  beyond  tlie  city  limits,  was  out  of 
the  question  at  that  time,  yet  another  motive,  real  and 
available  for  the  purchase,  presented  itself,  was  pleaded, 
and  was  successful. 

Persona  were  in  treaty  for  lots  on  the  river-border  of 
Lemon  Hill,  with  a  view  of  erecting  thereon  factories  of 
vai-ious  kinds,  and  a  just  appi-ehension  was  felt  that  the 
refuse  of  those  factories,  the  waste  from  the  coloring  in- 
gredients, and  all  the  filth  resulting  from  a  large  collection 
of  persons  employed  in  such  labors,  would  be  swept  int^ 
the  "  Porebay"  of  Fairmount  Water  Works,  and  impart 
their  deleterious  qualities  to  the  water  that  is  pumped  there- 
fi:om  into  tlie  reseiwoii-s  on  the  hill,  and  conveyed  for  the  use 
of  the  people  throughout  the  city.  An  argument  founded 
on  such  a  state  of  things  in  posse  (and  in  ess6)  had  a  powerful 
infinenee,  and  that  influence  was  rendered  fully  effective  by 
the  knowledge. that  the  measure  was  one  of  Thomas  P. 
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Cope's,  whose  jndgment  had  always  beeu  so  much  re- 
spected, and  whose  motly^  could  have  nothing  short  of 
public  good.  Lemon  Hill  was  purchased  by  the  old  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  evils  mentioned  were  prevented ; 
and  to  the  foresight  and  perseverance  of  Thoroas  P.  Cope, 
and  his  influence  with  his  colleagues,  is  the  consolidated 
city  of  Philadelphia  now  indebted  for  its  ability  to  lay  out 
a  magnificent  public  park  within  its  owu  limits,  and  in  a, 
position  having  all  the  attraction  of  landscape  of  hill  and 
dale,  and  the  richness  of  the  water-border  presented  by  the 
beautiful  Schuylkill. 

Less  has  been  said  in  commendation  of  the  object  of  this 
notice  than  he  deseiTed,  more  than  he  would  have  approved. 
To  others  he  was  willing,  he  was  anxious,  to  mete  out  the 
full  measure  of  approval  which  their  good  deeds  desei'ved ; 
he  felt  that  a  just  and  general  appreciation  is  dependent 
upon  an  enlarged  knowledge  of  what  is  to  be  under  judg- 
ment, and  that  fair-  commendation  is  as  much  due  to  the  acts 
of  the  self-sacrificing,  as  is  payment  to  the  creditor  for  mer- 
chandise sold.  But  for  himself,  he  shrunk  from  that  justice 
which  bestowed  upon  him  deserved  praise ;  and  having 
been  generous  to  the  poor  and  devoted  to  the  sufiering 
from  a  high  sense  of  Christian  philanthropy,  he  could  not 
relish  the  double  reward  which  the  public  sentiment  so 
fully  and  so  freely  tendered  to  him.  The  community,  how- 
evei',  in  which  Thomas  P.  Cope  bad  so  long  lived,  had  too 
much  of  his  own  sense  of  what  is  due  to  others  to  overlook 
the  demand  of  his  character  and  conduct  upon  its  approval, 
or  to  forbear  its  praises  for  his  virtues  when  their  commen- 
dations, might  be  bestowed  without  disregard  to  the  feelings 
of  their  worthy  object.  Occupied  in  the  work  of  philan- 
thropy, he  had  little  time  to  think  of  the  effect  which  that 
labor  was  to  have  upon  his  general  character,  and  he  might 
well  be  startled  at  the  public  manifestations  of  approval 
which,  however  delicate,  were  exponents  of  the  deep-seated 
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feelings  of  the  community  In  the  midst  of  his  contem- 
poraries of  the  council  of  bufeiness  men,  and  of  those  who 
sought  the  promDtion  ot  municipal  prosperity,  lie  would 
seek  to  aToid  a  roteieni„e  to  the  just  cause  of  the  many 
tokens  of  grateful  lespect  which  weie  always  manifested  in 
his  presence ;  hut  alone,  he  could  scarcely  fail  to  acknowl- 
edge with  the  good  man  of  old,  "  When  the  ear  heard  me, 
then  it  blessed  me ;  and  when  the  eyo  saw  me,  it  gave  wit- 
ness  to  me." 

The  writer  of  this  would  fail  in  one  impoiiant  object  of 
this  sketch  if  he  should,  by  any  neglect  on  one  side  or  ex- 
cess on  the  other,  leave  upon  the  mind  of  the  reader  unac- 
quainted with  the  venei-able  object,  an  impression  that  his 
life  was  one  of  those  that  adorn  the  pages  of  extravagant 
biography,  or  enrich  the  productions  of  fancy,  for  the  grati- 
fication of  those  who  felt  a  difficulty  in  comprehending  this 
common-sense  world.  Thomas  P.  Oope  was  a  Merchant  ; 
a  man  whose  business  it  was  to  buy  as  cheap  as  possible, 
and  sell  as  dear  as  the  market  would  allow.  A  man  whose 
pursuits  led  him  to  exchange  the  products  of  our  country 
for  the  mamifactm-es  of  other  countries,  and  to  facilitate 
tlie  intercourse  of  men  and  tlie  interchange  of  merchandise 
between  the  United  States  and  other  coimti-ies,  and  all  that 
for  the  profit  in  dollars  and  cents  which  would  result  from 
the  transactions.  lie  purchased  ships ;  he  loaded  them : 
he  sold  and  exchanged  vessels  and  merchandise  with  a 
view  of  gain :  that  is,  he  was  a  merchant,  and  that  is  the 
business  of  a  merchant,  and  he  transacted  the  business  of  a 
merchant.  But  he  transacted  that  business  as  a  merchant, 
with  a  lofty  sense  of  responsibilities  in  the  first  instance  to 
God  and  his  conscience,  then  to  society,  and  with  a  full 
sense  of  what  is  always  due  from  a  living  merchant  to  the 
long  line  of  merchant  princes  by  whom  commerce  has  been 
ennobled ;  in  all  ages  ennobled  by  the  generous  effort,  the 
far-reaching  schemes,  and  the  political,  social,  and  religious 
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Ijenefits  that  are  ever  consequent  upon  the  well-laid  plan  of 
commercial  enterprise. 

I  have  said  that  direct  profits  were  the  moving  motive  of 
Mr.  Cope's  midertaldngs — he  were  else  no  merchant ;  but 
the  undeitakings  of  Mr,  Cope  were  never  of  that  specula- 
tive character  that  atartle  by  boldness  or  excite  apprehen- 
sion by  theii-  risk.  But  especially  were  those  enterprises 
marked  in  their  execution  by  the  absence  of  all  minor 
schemes  or  latent  plans  to  promote  profit  by  means  not 
apparent  in  the  project,  or  to  insure  the  advantage  of  the 
adventure  by  the  diminution  of  the  fair  reward  of  the 
agents  of  the  work.  The  undertaking  often  takes  its  char- 
acter from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted,  and  though 
many  schemes  which  seemed  fair  and  productive  of  honor 
to  the  projector  have  escaped  censure  only  by  avoiding  an 
exposition  of  the  manner  of  carrying  them  out,  yet  we 
know  tliat  many  undertakings  having  with  them  the  gen- 
eral chai^cterbtic  of  mercantile  credit,  have  been  product- 
ive of  loss  and  infinite  discredit  to  the  projector  hj  some  . 
accidental  exposure  of  the  minor  plana  of  execution. 

How  mercantile  character  is  that  which  abides  the  test 
of  yearn  and  close  examination.  The  sudden  influx  of 
wealth  from  a  single  voyage  will  produce  astonishment  and 
often  applause,  but  mercantile  credit  cannot  rest  upon  such 
an  accident.  Nor  will  the  praise  of  a  single  instance  of 
fair  dealing  stand  against  a  life-long  exhibition  of  sound 
mercantile  integrity.  But  Mr.  Cope,  we  have  seen,  re- 
ceived the  highest  commendation  for  his  philanthropic 
devotion  to  the  suffering  poor  of  the  city  in  a  season  of 
fearful  calamity;  and  it  is  one  of  the  elements  of  good 
character,  and  the  claim,  which  we  present  for  respect  of 
the  surviving  community.  But  it  is  of  more  consequence 
to  the  just  praise  of  Thomas  P.  Cope  that  his  whole  life, 
domestic,  social,  and  mercantile,  was  marked  by  general 
habits  that  denoted  fixed  principles  of  benevolence,  than 
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that  he  challenged  public  applause  by  any  spasmodic  ex- 
hibition of  philanthropy.  As  a  citizen,  wo  have  seen  that 
Mr.  Cope  stood  forward  in  seasons  of  difficulty  and  danger 
to  assist  the  sick  and  suffering.  In  times  of  disti-ess  and 
scarcity  ive  all  tnow  that  he  stood  with  the  foremost  to 
lend  eleemosynary-  aid.  In  seasons  of  pressure  and  donbt, 
when  public  entei-prise  languished  for  want  of  countenance, 
example,  and  funds,  he  presented  himself,  his  fair  name, 
his  large  experience,  and  his  abundant  means,  to  sustain 
the  project  and  secure  genera!  confidence.  Eutaaa  phi- 
lanthropic merchant,  a  careful  ship-owner,  he  manifested 
the  goodness  of  his  heart,  and  the  time,  practical  philan- 
thropy of  his  profession,  by  securing  to  his  ships  all  those 
improvements  in  arrangement  and  provisions  that  go  to  add 
to  the  comfort  and  promote  the  enjoyment  of  the  hardy 
and  hitherto  hard-treated  men  that  managed  his  vessels. 

Mr.  Cope  added  new  splendor  to  the  character  of  a  mer- 
chant by  the  eminent  success  which  rewarded  his  effoi-ts 
and  secured  his  character  for  mercantile  sagacity  which 
made  him  indeed  a  merchant ;  but  dignity  and  beauty  were 
made  to  cluster  round  that  character  by  the  constant  evi- 
dences of  philanthropy  which  the  means  and  instiiunents 
of  his  enterprise  presented. 

In  presenting  the  character  and  services  of  a  gentleman 
of  the  mercantile  profession  for  the  admiration  of  all  who 
appreciate  private  virtue  and  public  spirit,  and  in  placing 
Mr.  Cope  prominent  in  the  list  of  those  merchants  who 
reflect  so  much  honor  ujjon  an  honorable  pursuit,  and 
show  how  nobly  the  men  of  his  times  sustained  tlieir  posi- 
tion and  maintained  the  character  and  credit  of  the  pro- 
fession, it  is  not  supposed  for  a  moment  that  the  virtues  of 
such  men  are  inimitable,  or  that  they  have  not  now  coun- 
terparts in  their  successors.  The  character  of  the  Ameri- 
can merchant  is  too  well  Imowu  to  the  wi-iter  of  this  article 
for  him  to  fall  into  any  such  error.     And  the  present  day 
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13  made  too  illimtrioiis  by  the  actiye  eaterprise  of  the  joimg 
husinesa  men,  and  the  bounfifiil  liberality  of  those  of  ma- 
ture years,  who  linger  on  the  confines  between  the  habitual 
attractions  of  business  and  the  growing  necessity  of  repose, 
for  any  one  to  mistake  the  capabilities  and  the  mei-its  of 
the  merchants  of  the  present  day.  But  there  is  no  man 
witU  a  proper  feeling  for  the  character  of  the  country  and 
its  business  representatives,  and  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
effect  of  example,  that  will  not  rejoice  to  see  his  country 
and  its  pursuits  made  more  illustrious  by  a  proper  exhibi- 
tion of  the  claims  of  a  respectable  class  to  public  regard, 
and  who  will  not  at  the  same  time  admit  tliat  an  espi-ii 
de  oorps  is  kept  alive  by  the  presentation  of  instances  of 
special  merit  in  its  members;  and  each  as  he  enters  upon 
the  business  that  has  been  thus  honored  by  the  honorable, 
feels  that  he  is  doubly  bound  to  imitate  the  virtues  that  are 
applauded,  and  if  not  to  augment,  at  least  to  perpetuate 
the  good  fame  that  has  been  conferred  on  the  whole  by 
illustrious  members  of  the  profession. 

Not  then  merely  to  record  the  bii'th,  death,  and  general 
movements  of  Thomas  P.  Oope,  or  to  make  a  roU-eall  of 
his  social,  busine^,  and  public  virtues  is  this  article  pre- 
pared, but  tlie  pride  which  is  gratified  at  the  fame  of  a 
distinguished  virtuous  merchant  is  mingled  with  a  desire 
that  the  record  and  celebration  of  those  merits  that  led  to 
his  success,  should  be  a  stimulant  to  the  young  merchant 
to  imitate  the  example  of  purity  of  life,  integrity  of  motive, 
steady  attention  to  business,  devotion  to  public  interest  and 
want,  when  the  public  needed  that  devotion,  and  unfailing 
m-banity  in  social  intercourse,  bo  that  using  those  means  he 
may  secure  to  himself  the  success  which  is  almost  certainly 
consequent. 

If  these  things  be  considered,  what  a  beautiful  lesson  is 
the  life  of  Thomas  P.  Cope !  iNot  merely  a  picture  for  the 
tasteful  and  the  curious  to  admire,  but  a  study,  which  the 
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young  and  the  middle-aged  may  contemplate  till  they 
transfer  (he  lineaments  and  coloring  to  their  own  canvas, 
and  mate  then'  own  lives  and  characters  the  multiplied  re- 
flections, the  perpetuating  mediums  of  the  excellence  which 
all  have  admired,  and  from  the  continuance  of  which  soci- 
ety expects  its  best  improvement. 

As  a  youth,  Thomas  P.  Cope  was  obedient  and  attentive, 
truthful  and  faithfnl.  Can  youth  have  a  better  example? 
As  a  young  merchant,  industi'ious,  economical,  cautious, 
prudent.  Can  the  young  business  man  set  before  himself  a 
better  example?  Aa  an  advanced  merchant,  liberal  but 
just,  and  punctual,  and  making  others  punctual,  enter- 
prising without  the  dangerous  risks  of  wild  speculation,  and 
generous  and  public-spirited  in  the  uses  of  his  capital. 
Can  the  establislied  merchant  need  a  brighter  example? 
As  a  citizen,  prompt  to  assume  the  burdens  and  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  station, — fond  of  public  trusts  only  to  be 
faithful  in  their  discharge.  Can  the  citizen  find  a  safer 
path  in  which  to  h-ead  ?  As  a  man,  just,  generous,  up- 
right, constant,  interested  in  what  concei-ns  man  without 
challenging  constant  laudation  by  obtrusive  benefits;  in 
social  life  inviting  confidence  by  cheerful  mannera,  and 
encouraging  the  young  by  kind  familiarity,  and  making 
his  situation  and  his  age  lovely  by  that  gentleness  and 
courtesy  which  are  the  results  of  a  well-ordered  mind  and 
an  easy  conscience.  As  a  Christian,  illustrating  by  un- 
ostentatious piety  and  good  works  that  creed  which  made 
his  life  uniform  and  peaceful,  and  which  gave  to  his  death 
comfort  and  consolation.. 

The  writer  of  this  ai-ticle  does  not  apologue  for  consider- 
ing the  religious  element  as  a  part  of  the  true  character  of 
the  American  merchant.  He  knows  how  commerce  has 
promoted  the  promulgation  of  religion,  and  he  is  willing  to  ■ 
bear  testimony  to  the  beneficent  actions  of  religion  upon 
commercial  life,  and  he  would  willingly  put  on  record  the 


.y  Google 


THOMAS    PYM    UOPE.  131 

belief  that,  without  regard  to  peculiar  creed,  commercial 
men  best  illustrate  tbe  cbai-acter  of  the  profession  when 
tliey  display  the  graces,  and  are  influenced  bj  the  restraint 
and  requirements,  of  religion  in  all  their  pursuits. 

It  is  not  said  that  wealth  is  not  gained  without  religion  ; 
but  it  is  asserted  that,  in  genera!,  extensive  confidence  is 
the  certain  consequence  of  truth  and  justice  in  commei-cial 
transactions. 
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I. 

HiaTOET  and  biography  for  the  most  part  record  the  lives 
only  of  those  who  have  attained  military,  political,  or  liter- 
ary distinction ;  or  who  in  any  other  career  have  passed 
thi'oiigh  extraordinary  vicieaitndes  of  fortune.  The  imos- 
tentationa  routine  of  private  life,  althongh  in  the  aggregate 
more  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  commiinity,  can  not, 
from  its  nature,  figure  in  the  public  annals.  It  is  true  that 
historians  have  lately  perceived  how  important  a  part  of 
the  history  of  a  people  cousista  in  a  comparative  account  of 
its  industrial  pursuits,  condition,  education,  and  maniiera, 
at  different  periods.  This  idea  suggested  the  most  interest- 
ing chapter  in  Mr.  Maeaulay'e  brilliant  work,  and  Lord 
Mahon  has  imitated  the  example  in  the  last  volume  of  bis 
history.  But  such  accounts  relate  to  the  sum  total  of  soci- 
ety, and  do  not  carry  with  them  a  narrative  of  individual 
life  and  character. 

But  the  names  of  men  who  distinguished  themselves, 
while  they  lived,  for  the  possession  in  an  eminent  degree  of 
those  qualities  of  character,  which^mainly  contribute  to  flie 
success  of  private  life  and  to  the  public  stability — of  men 
who,  without  dazzling  talents,  have  been  exemplary  in  all 
tiie  personal  and  social  relations,  and  enjoyed  the  affection, 
r^pect,  and  confidence  of  those  around  them — ought  not 
to  he  allowed  t*D  perish.  Their  example  is  more  valuable 
to  the  majority  of  readers,  than  that  of  illustrious  heroes, 
statesmen,  and  writers.  Few  can  draw  rules  for  tbeii' 
own  guidance  from  the  pages  of  Plutarch,  hut  all   are 
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benefited  "by  tlie  delineation  of  those  traits  of  charac- 
ter which  find  scope  and  exercise  in  the  common  walks 
of  life. 

Among  the  individuals  of  this  class,  few  are  better  en- 
titled to  be  held  in  respectfal  remembrance  than  the  subject 
of  tlie  present  memoir.  It  is  the  account  of  a  life  unevent- 
ful indeed,  as  fai"  as  stirring  incident  or  stai'tling  adventure 
is  concerned,  but  still  distinguished  by  tlie  most  substantial 
qualities  of  character.  The  narrative  will  exhibit  a  long 
and  virtuous  career  of  private  industry,  pursued  with  mod- 
eration and  crowned  with  success.  It  will  be  the  record, 
though  an  unpretending  one,  of  a  singularly  well-halanced 
mental  and  moral  constitution, — ^proof  against  the  tempta- 
tions to  which  it  was  more  particularly  exposed,  and 
strongly  mai'ked  by  those  traits,  which  ai«  of  especial 
value  in  such  a  state  of  society  as  exists  in  this  coun- 
try. 

Ml".  Brooke's  family  traces  its  origin  to  the  iirst  settle- 
ment of  Massachusetts.  The  common  ancestor,  Mr.  Thomas 
Brooks,  was  one  of  the  company  led  by  Bev.  George  Phil- 
lips and  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  which  settled  Watertown 
in  1630.  He  afterward  removed  to  Concord,  where  he 
died.  In  1660  he  bought  an  estate  at  Medford,  of  about 
four  hundred  acres  (which  still  remains  in  the  family),  and 
establiahed  his  son  Caleb  upon  it. 

Mr.  Peter  C.  Brooks  was  the  son  of  Eev.  Edward  Brooks, 
of  Medford,  who  was  the  grandson  of  Caleb.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  College  of  the  year  1757,  and  for  a 
few  years  after  his  graduation  was  the  librarian  of  tlie 
college.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1764,  he  was  settled  in 
the  ministry  at  Horth  Yarmouth.  In  Septembei'  of  tlie 
same  year  he  married  Abigail  Brown,  daughter  of  the 
Bev.  John  Brown,  of  Haverhill,  Her  mother  was  Joanna 
Cotton,  a  gi-eat-grand-daughter  of  the  celebrated.  John  Cot- 
ton, of  the  first  church  in  Boston ;   from  whom  of  course 
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Mr.  Peter  C.  Broolca  was  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  gen- 
eration.* 

Among  the  classmates  of  Mr.  Edward  Brooks  was  Peter 
Ohardon,  tbe  son  of  an  eminent  Boston  merchant  of  that 
daj,  belonging  to  one  of  the  Preneli  Protestant  families, 
which  had  taken  refuge  in  this  country,  after  the  rerocation 
of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  The  family  residence  was  in  Bow- 
doin  square,  on  the  spot  where  tiie  Baptist  church  now 
stands,  at  the  corner  of  what  is  still  called  Chardon-atreet. 
A  friendship  of  unnsnal  intimacy  was  formed  between  Mr. 
Edward  Brooks  and  his-  classmate  Ohardon,  who  died 
prematm'ely  in  the  West  Indies  in  October,  1766.  The 
news  of  his  death  reached  this  countiy  a  few  days  before 
the  birth  of  Mr.  Edward  Broofes's  second  son,  on  the  6th 
January,  1767,  who  received  the  name  of  Peter  Ohardon 
in  memory  of  the  deeeased.f 

Differences  of  opinion  on  religious  subjects  soon  arose 
between  Mr.  Edward  Brooks  and  a  portion  of  his  people. 
The  latter  adhered  to  the  rigid  Calvinism  of  the  older 
school ;  Mr,  Brooks  inclined  to  a  milder  orthodoxy.  Atler 
sti-enuona  but  ineffectual  attempts  to  prevent  a  separation, 
Mr.  Brooks,  m  March,  1769,  was  led  by  the  advice  of  an' 
ecclesiastical  council  to  request  a  dismission.  This  was 
amicably  an-anged,  and  he  returned  to  his  native  town, 
Medford,  the  same  year,  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir 
being  at  that  time  two  yeara  old. 


•  I  ani  indebted  for  these  geneali^ioal  details  to  the  maauaeript  notes  of 
Mr.  William  Gray  Broolts. 

t  In  a  number  of  the  MESsachusetts  Gazette  for  Jnnuarj,  1767,  maf  be  found 
the  following  obituary  notice,  taken  from  the  Gazette  of  Dominiaa,  W.  I. : 

"OhaHoae  Tbtim,  Ocleber,  1TB8.— last  night,  about  11  o'dook,  died  here,  Peter 
Chardon,  Esq,,  barrieter  at  Jaw,  It  ia  hard  to  say  whether  a  thororgh  knowl- 
edge of  his  profession,  or  the  imblemished  integrity  and  honor  with  which  he 
acted,  were  tlie  greatest.  In  him  ware  joined  the  finished  scholar  and  the  aom- 
plets  gentleman,  and  he  ia  not  only  universally  lamented  aa  such,  bat  aa  a  real 
loaato  theooiooy."— (J/S.^Jfc.  W.G.  Broati.) 
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It  will  appear  from  the  foregoing  dates  that  the  child- 
hood of  Mr.  Broolffi  was  passed  diiring  the  most  critical 
period  of  our  history.  He  was  born  in  the  year  after  the 
repeal  of  tlie  stamp-act,  and  in  -wliicli  the  duties — not  leas 
objectionalile — on  glass,  painters'  colors,  and  tea  were  im- 
posed. His  family  removed  to  the  neighborhood  of  Boston 
the  year  before  the  massacre  of  the  5tli  of  March.  At  tliis 
time  the  feeling  of  the  country,  under  the  newly-imposed 
taxes,  was  unconsciously  matming  toward  the  revolution. 
The  family  residence  at  Medford  is  distant  but  a  half  mile 
from  ihe  village  of  West  Cambridge,  and  the  line  of  march 
of  the  British  troops  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775.  On  that 
day  Mr.  Edward  Brooks,  though  by  profession  a  non-com- 
batant, hastened  to  the  scene  of  action.  A  contemporary, 
who  was  in  the  battle  at  Concord,  ascribes  to  Mr.  Edward 
Brooks  the  command  of  the  party  by  whom  the  convoy  and 
its  guard,  on  the  way  to  join  the  main  body  of  Lord  Percy's 
reinforcement,  were  captured  at  West  Cambridge  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th.*  Tliis  is  probably  inaccnrate,  but  it 
is  certain  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  business  of  the  ' 
day.  lieut.  Gould,  who  commanded  a  company  in  the 
king's  own  regiment,  and  was  made  prisoner  at  Concord 
bridge,  was  rescued  from  the  hands  of  the  exasperated 
American  militia,  and  brought  off  by  Mr.  Brooks  behind 
himself  on  horseback,  and  kept  in  his  custody  at  Medford. 
His  health  being  impaired,  Mr.  Brooks,  in  1777,  accepted 
the  place  of  chaplain  to  the  frigate  Hancock,  Capt.  Manly, 
and  was  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  British, 
frigate  Fox.  Capt.  Manly  and  his  prize  having  appeared 
before  Halifax,  were  surprised  by  a  greatly  superior  hostile 
force  and  carried  into  that  port,  where  Mr.  Brooks,  in  com- 
mon witli  the  rest  of  tie  Hancock's  company,  remained 

•  See  the  interesting  letter  of  the  Eey.  Joseph  Thaster  in  the  United  Sutes 
Literary  Gazette  of  IBtli  Deo.,  1834. 
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some  time  a  prisoner.  On  his  release  he  returned  to  Med- 
ford,  where  he  died  6tli  May,  1781,  aged  48,  leaving  two 
eons  and  two  daughters. 

The  state  of  the  countiy  at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
war  was  one  of  extreme  depression,  and  the  family  of  Mr. 
Bi-ooks  was  left  at  his  decease  in  narrow  circumstances. 
Neither  of  the  sons  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  collegiate 
education.  Mr,  P.  0,  Brooks,  for  some  time  after  his 
father's  death,  remained  at  home,  occupied,  as  far  as  his 
years  permitted,  in  the  xisual  laboi-s  of  a  farm.  He  was 
then  placed  in  apprenticeship  in  Boston,  continuing,  how- 
ever, for  some  time,  to  live  with  the  family  at  Medford. 
There  were  neither  railroads  nor  omnibuses  in  those  days, 
and  the  distance  from  town,  seven  miles,  was  to  be  walked 
both  ways,  daily,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Nothing  can  be  conceived  less  encouraging  to  a  young 
man  proposing  to  enter  on  a  business  life,  than  the  condition 
of  affairs  at  this  time.  The  population  of  the  United  States 
was  but  little  more  than  three  millions ;  neither  the  manu- 
factures of  the  North  nor  the  staple  products  of  the  South 
had  yet  been  called  into  existence ;  the  western  countiy 
was  Ufra  incognUa.  The  navigation  and  fisheries  of  the 
United  States  had  been  destroyed  hj  the  war.  As  we  had 
no  commercial  convention  with  England,  our  ships- — 'Which 
before  the  Kevolution  enjoyed  in  her  ports  the  character  of 
native  vessels— -were  now  regarded  as  foreign ;  while  Eng- 
lish vessels,  for  want  of  any  general  navigation  law,  entered 
our  ports  on  the  same  terms  as  our  own.  This  made  it 
absolutely  the  interest  of  the  American  merchant  to  give 
the  preference  to  foreign  shipping.  The  country  was  inun- 
dated by  imported  goods,  sold  for  the  most  part  by  foreign 
agents.  Domestic  fabrics,  whenever  attempted,  were  im- 
mediately crushed  by  this  competition.  For  want  of  uni- 
form national  legislation,  the  rates  of  duties  upon  imported 
articles  differed  in  different  States,  which  in  some  instances 
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avowedly  endeavored,  in  this  way,  to  undennine  each  otlicr 
in  reference  to  foreign  trade.  Not  merely  the  United 
States  collectively,  but  the  individaal  statea,  were  loaded 
with  debt ;  the  l&st  cow  of  the  fanner  was  in  some  cases 
taken  in  Massachusetts  fo  meet  the  demand  of  the  tax- 
gatherer.  To  such  a  point  of  depiesaion  had  the  commerce 
of  Boston  sunk,  that  the  piincipal  men  of  busiue-.3  midei- 
took,  two  or  three  years  ai^ei  the  wai,  to  laise  a  fund  by 
subscription  to  build  one  or  two  small  ^esiels 

This  state  of  things  held  out  but  little  encoma^t.ment  for 
young  men  growing  up  into  hfe,  especially  when  to  all 
other  difficulties  was  added  the  entire  want  of  capital. 
Such  was  the  case  with  young  Brooks  on  attaining  his 
\  majority  in  1T89,  His  father,  as  we  have  seen,  had  died 
eight  years  before,  leaving  a  widow,  another  sou,  and  two 
daughters,  with  nothing  for  theii*  support  but  the  produce 
of  a  small  farm.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  such 
a  patrimony  could  afford  no  surplus  to  assist  the  sons  m 
commencing  busine^.  Such  were  the  auspices  under 
wliieh  Mr.  Erooks  entered  life — the  most  favorable,  how- 
ever, to  the  formation  of  those  habits  and  the  attainment  of 
those  traits  of  character  moat  conducive  to  success. 

II. 
But  although  the  state  of  things,  as  we  have  shown,  was 
one  of  great  depression,  well  calculated  to  discourage  yoimg 
men  just  entering  life,  a  brighter  day  was  nevertheless 
about  to  dawn.  The  country,  it  is  true,  was  perhaps  never 
so  distre^ed  and  embarrassed  as  in  the  interval  between 
1783  and  1781),  and  yet  it  stood,  unconsciously  at  the  time, 
at  the  entrance  upon  the  high  road  to  the  most  abounding 
prosperity.  Mr.  Brooks  attained  his  majority  the  year  the 
federal  constitution  went  into  operation.  In  dwelling  upon 
the  benefits  which  the  new  frame  of  government  confen'ed 
upon  the  country,  we  are  apt  to, confine  our  attention  too 
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much  to  great  political  results,  and  do  not  sufficiently  reflect 
upon  its  influences  on  individual  fortune.  Tlie  Union  be-j 
ing  now  di-a-w-n  together  by  the  bands  of  an  efficient  na- 
tional legislation,  a  career  was  opened  to  industry  and 
enterprise  in  every  direction.  The  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try again  started  into  being  from  the  wreck  of  the  Kevolu- 
tion,  and  from  the  prosti-ation  not  less  disastrous  which  con- 
tinned  after  the  return  of  peace.  Trade  not  only  returned 
to  the  channels  in  which,  to  some  extent,  it  had  flowed 
before  the  war,  bnt  it  began  to  extend  itself  to  seas  never 
before  visited  by  American  vessels.  Not  only  were  the 
ports  of  Western  Europe  resorted  to  by  a  daily  increasing 
number  of  American  ships,  but  those  of  the  33altic  and  the 
Mediterranean  were  now  for  the  first  time  visited  by  our 
conntjymen.  Not  content  with  this,  our  merchants  turned 
their  thoughts  to  China,  to  the  Indian  Archipelago,  to  the 
northwestern  coast  of  our  own  continent,  and  the  islands  of 
the  Pacific,  several  of  which  were  discovered  by  our  navi- 
gatoi-s.  The  courage  and  self-reliance  with  which  these 
enterprises  were  undertaten,  almost  surpass  belief.  Mer- 
chants of  Boston  and  Salem,  of  moderate  fortunes,  engaged 
in  branches  of  business,  which  it  was  thought  in  Europe 
could  only  be  safely  carried  on  by  great  chartered  compa- 
nies, under  the  protection  of  government  monopolies.  Ves- 
sels of  two  or  three  hundred  tons  burden  were  sent  out  to 
circumnavigate  the  globe,  under  yoimg  shipmasters  who 
had  never  crossed  the  Atlantic.  The  writer  of  this  memoir 
knows  an  instance  which  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  this 
century, — and  the  individual  concerned,  a  wealthy  and  re- 
spected banker  of  Boston,  is  still  living  among  us, — in 
which  a  youth  of  nineteen  commanded  a  ship  on  her  voy- 
age from  Calcutta  to  Boston,  with  nothmg  in  the  shape  of 
a  chart  on  board,  but  the  small  map  of  the  worid  in  Guth- 


Such  was  the  state  of  things  in  1789,  when  Mr.  Bj-ooks 
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came  of  age.  His  quick  diacemmeTit  enggested  to  him, 
that  in  the  rapid  development  of  the  navigation  of  the 
country  then  taking  place,  the  business  of  marine  insurance 
vroidd  as  rapidly  grow  in  importance.  This  business  was 
not  then  as  at  present  conducted  by  joinfc-Btock  companies, 
transacting  their  affairs  by  officers  intrusted  with  that  duty, 
and  resting  on  the  basis  of  a  corporate  fund.  It  was  in  &is 
co\inti-y,  as  it  had  been  from  time  immemorial  in  England,* 
an  affair  of  individual  adventure,  in  which,  in  the  then 
existing  paucity  of  investments,  private  underwriters  en- 
gaged as  a  favorite  branch  of  business.  Two  or  three  pri- 
vate insurance-offices  had  been  opened  in  Boston.  One  of 
them  was  kept  at  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  tavem,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  State  and  Kilby  streets,  where  the  New  England 
Bank  now  stands-f  Encouraged  by  promises  of  support 
from  judicious  and  influential  friends,  to  whom  he  had  al- 
ready become  known,  Mr.  Brooks  determined  to  engage  in 
business  as  an  insurance  broker,  and  readQy  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  entering  the  office  at  the  Bunch  of  Grapes 
as  secretary.  On  the  retirement  of  his  principal  (Colonel 
Hurd)  a  short  tinie  afterwai'd,  he  took  the  office  into  his 
own  hands. 

The  reputation  of  the  office  did  not  fall  off  under  his 
mana-'craent.  It  continued  to  be  the  resort  of  some  of  the 
"  leading  underwriters.  His  great  punctuality  and  never- 
failing  attendance  at  the  office,  and  his  exemplary  personal 
habits — already  known  to  fi-iends  and  acquaintance — soon 
attracted  wider  notice.     The  business  confided  to  him,  it 


•  Anderson's  Hiatory  c 
from  the  first  law  passed 
dates  from  the  year  1601, 
Ijoec  lima  out  of  mind  ftn 

,f  CommoroB  (>ol.  ii.  p.  370)  gives 
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usage 
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.  This  law 
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was  quickly  obsei-ved,  was  prepai'ed  with  dispatch,  with  ac- 
curacy, and  with  neatness,  and  even  the  remarkably  clear 
and  legible  handwriting — not  elegant,  but  regular  and 
plain  as  print — gave  satiafaetion.  As  some  of  the  heayiest 
nnderwriters  resorted  to  his  office,  no  delay  occurred  in 
filling  up  the  most  important  policies.  The  contracts  be- 
ing made  with  men  of  integrity  as  well  as  abiUty,  and 
accurately  drafted,  it  was  soon  remarked  that  losses  were 
promptly  paid,  -without  driving  the  assured  to  litigation. 
The  risks  to  which  oar  commerce  was  exposed  in  the  strug- 
gles of  the  gi'eat  European  belligerents,  while  they  increased 
the  necessity  of  getting  insurance,  multiplied  losses  and 
raised  premiums,  proportionably  augmented  the  gains  of 
the  office.  Mr.  Brooks  almost  immediately  found  himself 
in  the  receipt  of  a  considerable  and  rapidly-increasing  in- 
come. 

Although  commencing  business  without  capital,  or  any 
direct  family  influence  which  could  advance  his  fortimes, 
Mr.  Brooks  no  doubt  owed  sometliing  in  early  life  to  fam- 
ily associations,  which  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  here.  The 
name  was  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boston,  not  merely  on  his  father's  account,  but  also 
through  the  late  Governor  Brooks,  a  remote  relative,  a 
neighbor  at  Medford,  and  through  life  a  steady  and  attach- 
ed Mend.  Few  persons  enjoyed  at  this  time  in  Massachu- 
setts, a  more  enviable  popularity  than  this  sterling  patriot 
He  took  the  field  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  and  remained 
in  it  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  commanded  the  regiment 
which  first  entered  the  enemy's  lines  at  Saratoga.  He  pos- 
sessed the  personal  friendship  and  confidence  of  "Washing- 
ton and  his  illustiious  associates  in  arms.  After  the  organ- 
ization of  the  new  government,  he  was  appointed  the  fii^st 
marshal  of  Massachusetts.  To  be  of  Ms  name  and  kindred 
was  a  letter  of  recommendation  for  a  young  man  just  com- 
ing into  life  in  this  region.     It  may  also  be  added,  that  ha- 
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bitual  personal  intercourse  with  a  man  of  Got.  Brooks's 
various  experience  of  affaii-s  and  high  practical  intelligence, 
must  have  been  of  great  value  in  every  respect  to  his  youth- 
ful relative. 

Not  less  valuable  must  have  been  liis  connection  with 
Judge  Nathaniel  Gorham,  of  Charleatown,  one  of  whose 
daughters  he  mamed  in  1T92,  a  circumgtauce  which  will 
justify  us  in  dwelUng  for  a  moment  upon  this  honored 
name.  Judge  Gorham  was  one  of  the  most  intelligent,  re- 
spected, and  influential  citizens  of  Massachusetts.  Few 
persons  equaled  him  in  foresight  and  breadth  of  concep- 
tion. He  was  one  of  the  most  active  projectors  of  Chai'les- 
town  bridge — the  fii-st  work  of  that  size  in  the  Uiiifced  States, 
and  deemed  at  the  time  one  of  great  risk.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congress  more  than  once,  and  in  1784 
presided  over  that  body.  He  was  one  of  the  very  firat  to 
catch  a  clear  view  of  the  importance  of  the  westei-n  countiy. 
He  saw  it  plainly  when  scarce  any  one  else  saw  it.  Bo- 
fore  the  formation  of  the  federal  constitution,  before  the 
adjustment  of  the  territorial  disputes  between  many  of  the 
conterminous  States,  before  the  extinguishment  of  the  In- 
dian title,  before  the  sm'render  of  the  western  posts,  Judge 
Gorham  staked  all  he  was  worth  and  more,  on  a  pui-chase, 
in  connection  with  Oliver  Phelps,  of  an  immense  tract  of 
land  on  the  Genesee  river,  now  composing  ten  or  twelve 
counties  in  the  State  of  Kew  York.  The  territory  was  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  New  Tork,  but  the  property  of  the 
soil  was  in  Kassachnsetts.  Altliough  the  land  was  pur- 
chased for  a  few  cents  the  acre,  so  little  confidence  was 
then  felt  in  the  stability  and  progress  of  the  coimtiy,  that 
Messrs.  Gorham  and  Phelps  could  find  scarce  any  one  to 
purchase  under  them,  and  were  obliged  to  abandon  all  but 
tlie  small  portion  of  land,  which  their  limited  private  means 
enabled  them  to  retain.  Mr.  Phelps,  however,  and  the 
oldest  son  of  Judge  Gorham,  emigrated  to  Oanandaigua, 
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and  became  the  pioneers  of  settiement  in  Western  New 
York. 

Although  obliged  to  leti'eat  without  mateiial  benefit 
from  an  enterprise  which  promised  nrnch  more  than  afflu- 
ence, Judge  Gorham's  disappointment  detracted  nothing 
from  his  standing  or  nsefalness.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  which  framed  the  federal  constitiition ;  and 
when  that  body  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Judge 
Gorham  was  daily  called  by  General  Washington  to  fill  the 
chair  for  the  space  of  three  months.  Few  persons  in  this 
part  of  this  country  were,  of  coiu-se,  so  intimately  associ- 
ated with  the  constitution ;  and  this  circumstance,  no  doubt, 
through  the  matrimonial  connection  alluded  to,  had  its  in- 
fluence on  Hie  political  opinions  of  Mr.  Broolis.  At  no 
period  of  his  life  a  pai'tisan,  and'  in  the  beginning  of  his 
career  standing  wholly  aloof  from  politics,  few  men  reflect- 
ed more  upon  the  principles  of  the  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, or  more  highly  appreciated  its  value.  He  was  a 
federalist  of  the  school  of  Washington. 

Although  fond  of  boobs,  and  regretting  the  want  of  a 
literary  education,  Mr.  Brooks,  at  this  period  of  his  life, 
had  but  little  leisure  to  indulge  his  taste  in  reading.  Never 
permitting  his  business  to  fall  into  arrears,  he  was  often  at 
his  oflce  till  midnight;  and  what  little  time  he  eonld  spare 
for  books  was  employed  in  the  perusal  of  writers  on  the 
law  of  insurance.  One  of  his  underwritei-s  was  accus- 
tomed to  say  to  him,  "  That  old  pen,  which  you  ai'e  wear- 
ing to  a  stub,  is  worth  a  fortune  to  yon." 

It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  those  acquainted  with  the 
localities  of  Boston,  and  not  out  of  place  in  a  narrative  of 
this  kind,  to  state,  that  Mr.  Brooks,  on  his  marriage,  lived 
in  a  small  brick  house,  at  the  coraei-  of  Oongi-ess  and  Wa- 
ter streets,  the  site  of  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  spacious 
granite  building  of  Simmons  &  Co.  A  considerable  part 
of  Congress-sti'eet,  of  Washington-sti'eet,  and  even  State- 
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street,  ivaa  at  that  time  occupied  by  private  dwellings  and 
boarding-lionses.  Mr.  Joaeph  Barrell's  beautiful  gardens, 
estending  from  Summer^treet,  ornamented  witli  fountains 
and  a  fish-pond,  occupied  the  space  whieb  is  now  Franldin- 
place.  In'  the  yeaa- 1793  a  eommeneement  was  made  in 
the  erection  of  the  buildings  which  now  form  tbe  place ; 
liie  first  block  of  brick  buildings  put  up  in  Boston.*  Af- 
ter liying  some  jeai's  at  tbe  corner  of  Congre^  and  "Water 
streets,  M^r.  Brooks  removed  to  the  comer  of  Atkinson  and 
Purchase  streets,  to  a  house  still  standing,  but  no  longer 
occupied  as  a  private  residence.  In  1S34  he  lived  for  a 
sbort  time  in  the  bouse  at  ibe  comer  of  Pearl  and  High 
streets,  and  soon  after  purchased  the  house  of  Mr.  "Webster, 
at  tbe  comer  of  High-street  and  Summer-Street,  which  he 
continued  to  occupy  till  bis  death.  AH  these  localities, 
with  the  exception  of  tbe  last,  have  greatly  changed  their 
character  within  twenty  years. 

HI. 

As  we  have  already  observed.  Mi'.  Brooks  commenced 
business  at  a  period  of  great  and  genera!  depression,  when 
the  counti-y  was  laboring  especially  under  a  want  of  capi- 
tal. An  event  shortly  afterward  occniTed,  which  exercised 
a  very  important  influence  in  this  respect,  without  how- 
ever disturbing  the  even  tenor  of  his  business  pursuits. 
"We  allude  to  the  establishment  of  the  funding  system. 

At  tbe  first  session  of  Congress  under  tbe  new  constitu- 
tion, a  resolution  passed  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  on 
tbe  21st  of  September,  1789,  "that  the  House  consider  an 
adequate  provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit  as  a 
matter  of  high  importance  to  the  national  hoiJor  and  pros- 
perity," and  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasuiy  was  directed  to 
prepare  a  plan  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  report  tlie 


.y  Google 


PETER    CHARDON   BROOKS.  145 

same  to  the  House  at  its  next  session.  In  compliance  with 
this  resolution,  an  extremely  able  report  was  made  by  the 
eecretaiy  (General  Hamilton)  on  the  9th  of  January  follow- 
ing, and  the  act  establishing  the  timding  system  passed 
the  two  Houses,  and  was  approved  by  President  Washing- 
ton, on  the  4th  of  August,  1790.  The  political  history  of 
our  country  contains  the  record  of  no  measure  of  internal 
administration  more  important.  It  was  to  this  report  and 
the  system  founded  upon  it,  that  Kr,  Webster  alluded  when 
he  said  of  Hamilton :  "  He  smote  the  rock  of  the  national 
resources,  and  abundant  streams  of  revenue  burst  foi-tli. 
He  touched  the  dead  corpse  of  public  credit,  and  it  sprang 
upon  its  feet."* 

This  great  measure  presented  itself  to  the  minds  of  re- 
flecting men,  both  in  a  financial  and  political  light.  In  the 
latter  aspect  it  was  identical  with  the  momentous  question 
of  the  new  government ;  and  if  that  could  be  made  sure, 
nothing  could  be  more  certain  than  the  solidity  of  the  finan- 
cial system  projected  by  the  genius  of  Hamilton.  In  like 
manner  the  success  of  the  new  plan  of  finance  was  all-im- 
portant to  the  stability  of  the  new  government.  The  per- 
sonal and  political  associations  of  Mr.  Brooks,  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made,  predisposed  him,  both  as  a  patriot 
and  a  man  of  business,  to  hopeful  views  of  the  success  of 
the  entire  system. 

The  two  great  features  of  the  funding  system  were  a  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  interest,  on  certain  conditions, 
upon  a  portion  of  the  public  debt  of  the  "United  States,  sub- 
scribed for  that  purpose ;  and  the  assumption  by  tlie  United 
States  of  a  portion  of  the  war-debt  of  the  individual  States. 
The  effect  of  the  two  provisions  was  to  give  full  value  to  a 
capital  of  above  thirty-one  millions  of  dollars,  which  was 
worse  than  unproductive,  for  it  hung  like  a  dead  weight 

*  Webatet's  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  200. 
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npon  the  credit  of  the  country.  Its  average  nominal  value, 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  was  about 
four  shillings  in  the  ponnd. 

Reposing  confidence  in  the  principles  on  which  the  pub- 
lic credit  was  organized  by  Congress,  according  to  the 
plans  of  General  Hamilton,  as  well  as  in  the  prospects  of 
the  country,  Mr.  Brooks  invested  his  own  little  accnmula- 
tions  (he  had  been  but  a  single  year  in  business)  in  the 
public  funds,  and  also  made  use,  to  a  small  extent,  of  the 
credit  of  a  wealthy  friend,  Mr.  Samuel  Brown,  kindly 
oflfered  him  for  that  purpose.  He  was,  however,  from  dis- 
position and  principle,  opposed  to  speculation  ;  his  means 
were  limited ;  and  his  purchases  were  delayed  till  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  adoption  of  the  funding  system  had  brought 
the  public  securities  nearly  to  their  true  value.  The  sum 
total  of  his  gains  from  this  source  was  accordingly  too  in- 
considerable to  be  named. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  indebted,  at  no  period  of  his  life,  to  great 
speculative  profits.  His  prosperity  was  the  result  of  perse- 
vering attention  to  his  regular  business,  and  to  the  good 
judgment  with  which  he  availed  himself  of  such  subsidiary 
advantages  as  fairly  came  in  his  way,  without  risk  and 
without  resorting  to  borrowed  money.  Among  these  may 
be  mentioned  the  practice,  at  that  time  very  general,  on 
the  part  of  persons  not  engaged  in  trade,  of  sending  what 
were  called  "  adventures."  This  was  done,  by  the  aid  of 
business  friends,  by  all  classes  of  the  community  ;— by  pro- 
fessional roen,  by  females,  and  minors.  Mr.  Brooks's  posi- 
tion in  an  assurance  office  kept  him  necessarily,  at  all  times, 
weU  acquainted  with  the  state  and  course  of  trade,  and 
gave  him  great  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  business  of 
this  kind,  which  he  pureued  for  several  years,  to  the  extent 
of  his  means,  and  with  uniform  success. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  here,  for  the  information  of 
the  youthful  reader,  tliat,  fi-om  his  fii^t  commencement  in 
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business,  Mr.  Brooks's  accounts  were  kept  with  great  exact 
ness.  To  this  Kabit  he  attached  the  highest  importance 
An  acquaintance  with  the  art  of  bookkeeping  was  not  sc 
much  a  matter  of  course  at  that  period,  as  at  the  present 
day.  In  the  middle  of  the  last  century  in  this  country,  as 
at  a  somewhat  earlier  period  in  England,  it  was  not  the 
universal  practice  of  merchants, — except  those  who  were  in 
veiy  extensive  business,— to  have  a  regular  set  of  books 
kept  by  a  partner  or  clerk.  The  transactions  of  the  day 
'were  entered  in  a  waste,  and  once  or  twice  a  week,  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  the  business,  a  professed  bookkeeper,— 
weU  vereed  in  what  were  considered  the  mysteries  of  his 
calling, — came  and  compiled  the  journal  and  ledger.  It 
was  only  in  the  progress  of  time,  and  at  a  comparatively 
recent  period,  that  it  was  deemed  indispensable  to  have  the 
books  wholly  kept  within  flie  establishment,  and  that  the 
system  of  double  entry  was  reduced  substantially  to  its 
present  form.*  Kr.  Brooks  very  early  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  it,  and  kept  all  his  books  with  his.own  hand 
to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  often  enforced  upon  young  men 
just  entering  a  business  life  the  utmost  importance  of  sys- 
tem and  punctuality  in  this  respect. 

The  first  organization  of  political  parties  under  the  pres- 
ent Constitution  took  place  at  the  period  of  which  we  are 
DOW  speaking ;  and  the  funding  system  was  one  of  the 
subjects  on  which  they  differed.  The  division  was  that  of 
Federalisfe  and  Antifederalists,  that  is,  supportei-s  and  op- 
posers  of  the  present  Constitution.  One  of  the  objections 
taken  by  the  latter  to  the  new  frame  of  government  was, 
that  it  created  a  central  power  too  strong  for  the  rights  of 
the  States,  and  the  iimding  system  was  supposed  to  tend  in 

*  Tho  work  of  Booth,  whiah  oontritnted  materially  to  this  tesalt,  was  pub- 

D-..i,„j  lolutelyasires.    He  had  baan  a  praotiosl  mcrohant  both  in 

latises  had  been  drawn,  up  bj  profesaed 
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the  same  direction.  Experience  only  could  overthrow 
these  errors,  and  show  that  the  States  had  as  great  an  in- 
tertst  as  the  general  government  in  the  preservation  of  the 
public  credit.  With  the  successful  working  of  the  new 
government,  the  name  of  Antifederalist  as  a  party  designa- 
tion was  exchanged  for  Kepuhlican.  But  the  designation 
of  Federalist  did  not  for  some  time  become  unpopular. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  the  great  leader  of  the  opposing  pai-ty,  as 
late  as  1801,  m  his  inaugural  address  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  said,  "  We  have  caUed  by  different  names 
brethren  of  the  same  principle.  We  are  all  republicans, 
we  are  all  federalists," 

'  Mr.  Erooks,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  belonged  to 
the  federal  party,  though  taking  no  active  part  in  political 
controversy,  and  wholly  destitute,  at  every  period  of  his 
life,  of  political  ambition.  The  party  politics  of  the  TJnited 
States  at  that  time  unfortunately  connected  themselves  in  a 
great  degree  with  the  struggles  of  England  and  Erauce.  An 
enlightened  nationality  had  hardly  developed  itself.  Both 
belligerents  violated  our  neutral  rights,  but  the  good  faith 
with  which  England,  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
1794,  indemnified  our  merchants  to  the  amount  of  many 
millions  of  dollars  for  property  illegally  captured,  formed 
a  strong  contrast  with  the  conduct  of  France,  who  posi- 
tively refused  payment,  except  upon  impracticable  condi- 
tions, for  contemporaneous  spoliationg,  much  greater  in 
amount,  but  equally  unwarranted  in  cbai-acter.  We  refer 
to  those  claims,  which,  by  a  kind  of  diplomatic  juggle, 
were  thrown  upon  our  own  government  by  the  convention 
with  France  of  1800,  and  which,  being  thus  transferred  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  for  a  most  valuable 
consideration,  remain,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  uncompensated 
to  the  present  day;  the  only  class  of  spoliations  upon 
American  commerce  for  which  sooner  or  later  some  indem- 
nification has  not  been  made^    Each  house  of  Congress  has 
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at  different  times  acknowledged  the  validity  of  t!ie  claims, 
and  made  moderate  provision  for  their  satisfaction.  But  it 
has  in  most  caaes  happened  tiiat  the  bills  of  the  Senate 
have  been  lost  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives.  On  one 
occasion  a  bill  which  had  passed  both  houses  of  Congress 
failed  to  receive  the  signature  of  the  Pi'esident.* 
'Tt  was  natural,  in  the  havoc  of  our  neuti'al  commerce, 
occasioned  by  the  unlawful  acte  of  the  belligerents  at  the 
period  alluded  to,  that  business  men  intimately  connected 
with  the  navigation  of  the  countiy  should  have  been  in- 
clined to  take  sides  with  England,  who  admitted,  and  to 
some  extent  repaired  her  wrong,  rather  than  with  France, 
who  persisted  in  denying  us  justice.  We  speak  exclusively 
of  events  prior  to  1800.  ^v 

But  notwithstanding  the  belligerent  depredations  upon 
our  growing  commerce  from  the  commencement  of  the 
wai'S  of  the  French  revolution  to  the  peace  of  Amiens, — 
which  was  precisely  the  period  of  Mr.  Brooks's  active  busi- 
ness life, — it  was  a  time  of  prosperity  both  for  the  country 
at  large  and  for  the  town  of  Boston.  The  population  of 
the  town  between  1765  and  1790  had  increased  only  from 
16,520  to  18,038.  Between  1790  and  1800  it  rose  from  the 
last  named  amount  to  34,937.  It  is  probable  that  the  in- 
crease of  commercial  capital  was  in  a  still  greater  ratio. 
Few  large  fortunes  were  accumulated  before  the  revolution, 
although  the  laws  were  more  favorable  than  at  the  present 
time,  to  their  being  kept  together.  The  chief  foundations 
of  the  commercial  wealth  of  the  country  were  laid  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Coiatitution. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  rapid  development  of 
our  navigation  after  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
especially   after    the    consolidation   of   the   Union.      Mr. 

*  since  thia  paragraph  was  flret  printed,  tmolhcr  bill  for  tiie  partial  payment 
of  these  elaims,  passed  by  large  majorities  of  both  lionees  of  Congreas,  liaa  been 
vetoed  by  the  Presideut. 
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Brooks's  intimate  connection  with  this  great  interest  will 
justify  U3  in  alluding  for  a  moment  to  a  few  facts,  which 
illusti'ate  the  progress  of  the  country  in  that  respect,  and 
show  how  honorably  Boston  was  associated  with  the  new 
branches  of  foreign  trade. 

The  first  American  vessel  which  was  sent  to  Canton,  the 
Empress  of  China,  sailed  from  New  York  in  1784,  and 
was  owned  principally  in  that  city  and  Philadelphia.  The 
conduct  of  the  voyage  was  however  intrusted  to  Major 
Samuel  Shaw,  himself  a  Bostonian,  and  the  son  of  a  re- 
spectable Boston  merchant,  who,  after  serving  with  great 
credit  as  an  artillery  oflicer  during  the  whole  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  rendered  no  small  service  to  the  country  by 
his  agency  in  opening  the  China  trade.* 

The  first  American  vessels  that  visited  the  northwestern 
coast  of  this  continent,  the  Washington  and  the  Columbia, 
were  owned  and  fitted  out  from  Boston  in  1787,  the  Washing- 
ton under  the  command  of  Capt.  Gray.  Among  those  who 
engaged  in  this  enterprise  were  the  well-remembered  names 
of  Joseph  Barrell  and  Charles  Bulfinch,  the  latter  gentle- 
man aftei'ward  known  as  the  architect  of  the  Capitol  of  the 
United  States.  This  was  the  commencement  of  a  trade 
pm'Eued  for  many  years,  and  with  great  success,  by  the 
merchants  of  this  city.  Capt.  Gray,  it  is  weU  known,  dis- 
covered the  entrance  into  the  Columbia  river  (which  was 
named  from  one  of  the  two  vessels  just  mentioned),  and,  in 
a  subsequent  voyage,  pointed  it  out  to  "Vancouver.  Such 
being  the  ease,  it  was  a  somewhat  amusing  circumstance, 
in  our  controverey  with  England  about  Oregon,  tliat  the 


*  Major  Shaw  was  the  first  AmeriBan  Consul  at  Cantoa.  He  wsa  the  iviiela 
and  earlj  &iend  of  the  late  laineuted  Eobert  G.  Shaw  of  Boston,  who  himself 
did  ao  much  ta  render  the  name  of  "  Boston  Merchant"  a  title  of  honor.  See 
tbs  highly  interesting  pablioalaon,  "  The  Journala  of  Major  Samuel  Bhaw,  the 
flrat  American  Consul  at  Canton,  witli  a  Life  of  tlie  Author,"  by  I'residcnt 
Quinoy. 
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British  claim  rested,  in  part,  on  the  pretension  that  Van- 
couver (Msawered  tlie  Columbia. 

These  first  acMevements  of  the  commercial  marine  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Pacific  ocean  were  followed  by  tliose 
of  Capt.  Joseph  Ingi-aham,  Capt.  Josiah  Roberts,  and  Capt. 
James  Magee,  and  ()ther  entei-prising  and  intelligent  New 
England  shipmasters,  to  whose  courage,  energy,  and  nauti- 
cal skill  justice  has  not  been  done.  They  ti'avereed  wnex- 
plored  ti'acta  of  the  great  ocean,  they  landed  upon  islands 
laid  down  on  no  charts,  and  traded  with  powerful  and  fero- 
cious tribes  on  remote  and  inhospitable  coasts,  at  the  end  of 
the  world.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  hare  not  had  in 
this  city  an  institntion  like  the  Salem  East  India  Museum, 
where  their  log-books  and  jom'nals  might  be  preserved.  In 
private  hands  there  is  danger  of  their  being  lost,  as  some,  it 
may  be  feared,  have  been  already.  It  is  probable  that  the 
only  still-existing  record  of  voyages,  which  for  length,  skill 
in  navigation,  and  addition  to  geographical  science,  deserve 
a  permanent  place  in  the  annals  of  discovery,  is  to  be  sought 
in  the  books  of  the  insurance  offices  in  State-street,  between 
1T89  and  1803. 

IV. 
The  active  part  of  Mr.  Brooks's  business  life  was  passed, 
as  has  been  already  stated,  between  the  yeaiB  of  1789  and 
1803,  at  which  time  he  relinquished  his  office  in  State- 
street,  being  then  btit  thirty-six  yeai-s  of  age.  The  ten  last 
years  of  this  period  were  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  pursuit 
in  which  he  was  engaged.  The  existing  war  in  Ewope 
threw  much  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world  into  the 
bands  of  the  Americans ;  and  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the 
leading  belligerents,  equally  violent  and  capricious,  while 
they  tended  to  derange  the  regular  courses  of  trade,  gave 
proportionably  greater  activity  to  the  basiness  of  insurance. 
It  was  accordingly  at  this  time  that  Mr.  Brooks's  most  rapid 
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accumulations  were  made.  He  sometimeB  himself  referred 
to  this  period  of  his  life,  as  one  of  great  and  even  danger- 
ous prosperity.)  To  use  the  language  of  a  judieiona  obituary 
notice,  which  appeared  in  the  Ohristimi  Begistev  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  :*  "  Though  little  inclined  at  any  time 
to  speak  of  himself,  he  did  occasionally,  when  alluding  to 
that  time,  remark,  that  'he  then  made  money  enough  to 
tmTi  any  man'e  head.'  But  the  reason  why  we  mention 
this  fact  is,  that  it  did  not  turn  his  head.  It  is  a  remark 
long  since  made  \>j  the  greatest  orator  of  antiquity,  that 
extraordinary  success  forms  the  test  of  a  weak  mind,  the 
faihire  to  sustain  which  often  shows  that  it  is  far  harder  to 
keep  than  to  acquire.  The  most  remarkable  characteristic 
of  Mr.  Brooks,  in  his  active  pursuits,  was  his  moderation  in 
success.  To  him,  extravagant  profits  were  no  temptation  to 
enter  into  hazardous  enterprises." 

The  quiet  life  of  an  unambitious  man  of  business  affords 
but  few  occurrences  for  the  biographer.  The  most  instruc- 
tive treatment  of  such  a  subject  is,  if  possible,  to  convey  a 
lively  impression  of  the  general  state  of  the  times.  Condi- 
tions <ff  society,  of  great  importance  in  the  aggregate,  are 
made  up  of  parts  and  elements,  which,  when  taken  singly, 
may  he  of  little  individual  interest.  '  We  have,  in  the  first 
part  of  this  memoir,  recorded  some  facte  illustrative  of  the 
general  course  of  trade  in  the  United  States  during  the  pe- 
riod of  Mr.  Brooks's  active  life.  It  was  marked  by  two 
striking  characteristics,  viz,,  tiie  ease  and  the  courage  with 
which  men  embarked,  with  small  means,  in  distant  and 
far-reaching  adventure,  and  the  pradence  and  moderation 
which  governed  their  proceedings,  and  guided  them  to  a 
successful  result.  The  coi^equence  was  the  foiToation  of  a 
class  of  merchants  and  men  of  business,  in  whom  energy, 
moral  courage,  caution,  and  liberality  were  all  remai'kably 
combined. 

*  Written  by  Hon.  Chiirks  Francis  Adams. 
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If  our  limits  pemiitted,  it  would  gi-eatly  increase  the  in- 
terest of  this  sketcii  to  dwell  upon  the  characters  of  Mr; 
Brooke's  prominent  contemporaries  and  associates,  the  men 
who  frecjuented  his  office  as  underwriters  or  as  parties  seek- 
ing to  be  insured,  the  companions  of  his  social  hours,  and 
co-members  with  him  of  the  community  to  which  their 
principles,  manners,  and  course  of  life  gave  its  character- 
istic features.  It  is  out  of  our  power  to  do  this  in  detail, 
but  ,we  may  indulge  in  a  passing  allusion  to  one  or  two 
well-remembered  names.  Among  the  most  eminent  mer- 
chants of  this  day  was  Thomas  Eussell,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  who  engaged  in  the  trade  with  Russia,  at  the  close  of 
the  revolutionary  war.  He  was  of  an  old  Charlestown  fam- 
ily (if  any  thing  relating  to  families  can  be  called  old  in 
this  countiy,  especially  in  reference  to  the  middle  of  the 
last  century),  and  resided  there  a  part  of  the  year  till  bis 
death.  This  estimable  gentleman  was  regarded,  in  his  day, 
as  standing  at  the  head  of  the  merchants  of  Boston.  He 
lived  at  the  corner  of  Summer  and  Arch  streets.  Accord- 
ing to  the  fashion  of  the  day,  he  generally  appeared  on 
'Change  in  fall  dress ;  whicli  implied  at  that  time,  for  el- 
derly persons,  usually  a  coat  of  some  light-colored  cloth, 
small-clothes,  diamond  or  paste  biicklea  at  the  knee  and  in 
the  shoes,  silk  stockings,  powdered  hair,  and  a  cocked  hat ; 
in  cold  weather,  a  scarlet  cloak.  A  scarlet  cloak  and  a 
white  head  were,  in  the  last  century,  to  be  seen  at  the  end 
of  eveiy  pew  in  some  of  the  Boston  cburches.  In  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  Mr.  Eussell  built  the  stately  mansion  in 
Charlestown,  which  till  within  a  few  years  was  standing, 
near  the  old  bridge,  used  as  an  hotel.  Though  liviug  on  the 
bank  of  Charles  river,  on  great  occasions,  before  the  bridge 
■was  built,  his  family  drove  to  town  in  a  coach  drawn  by 
four  black  horees,  through  Cambridge,  Brighton,  and  Rox- 
bury.  Mr.  Kussell,  at  his  decease  in  1796,  is  supposed  to 
have  left  the  largest  property  which  had  at  that  time  been 
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accumulated  in  'Nerw  England.  lie  was  a  gentleman  of 
great  -worth  and  respectability,  and  enjoyed  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  the  community. 

John  Hancock  was,  at  this  time,  still  accounted  a  Boston 
merchant,  though  but  little,  if  at  all,  concerned  in  active 
commerce.  He  lived  in  the  family  mansion,  still  standing 
in  Eeacon-atreet,  built  by  his  uncle,  Mr.  Thomi^  Hancock, 
from  whom  he  inherited  his  fortune.,,  In  a  description  of 
"  this  earthly  paradise,"  as  it  is  called  by  its  author,  and 
which  was  written  in  1789,  Governor  Hancock's  place  and 
the  suiToundings  are  spoken  of  in  the  following  terms, 
which  may  serve  at  once  as  a  reminiscence  of  the  localities, 
now  somewhat  changed,  and  of  the  literary  taste  of  the 
times: 

"  In  a  word,  if  purity  of  air,  extensive  prospects,  ele- 
gance and  convenience  united,  are  allowed  to  have  charms, 
this  seat  is  scai-cely  surpassed  by  any  in  the  Union.  Here 
the  severe  blasts  of  winter  are  checked  by  a  range  of  hills, 
thrown  in  the  back-ground,  which  shelter  the  noi-th  and 
northwest  from  the  inclement  gale.  There  the  mild  zephyrs 
of  spring  are  borne  on  the  pinions  of  the  south,  and  breathe 
salubrity  in  every  breath.  On  one  side  the  flowery  meads 
expand  the  party-colored  robe  of  summer ;  on  the  other, 
golden  harvests  luxuriantly  decorate  the  distant  field,  and 
autumn  spreads  her  mantle  filled  with  richest  crops.  !Now 
a  silent  river  gently  flows  along  delightful  banks,  tufted  by 
rows  of  anci«nt  elms,  and  now  the  wild  wave,  dashing  to 
the  sky,  rolls  its  tempestuous  billow  from  afar.  Here  glides 
a  little  skiflj  on  the  smooth  surface  of  the  polished  stream, 
and  there  the  sons  of  commerce  leave  receding  shores  be- 
hind and  sweep  across  the  liquid  main."* 

The  glowing  description  ends  with  a  quotation  from 
Horace. 

*  Maasaeliusetts  Magaiiiie  for  July,  lTS9,  p.  S96. 
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^  Other  already  distingaished  or  rising  merchaEts  and  men 
of  business  of  this  peiiod,  were  tlie  Mesere.  Amory,  Joseph 
Barrel],  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  fii'st  voyage  to  the 
Northwest  Coast,  Samuel  Breek,  Samuel  Brown,  Charles 
Bulflnch,  connected  with  Mr.  Barrell  in  the  YOyage  of  the 
Ck)lujnbia  and  Washington,  John  Oodman,  Samuel  Eliot, 
Gardner  Greene,  Stephen  Higginson,  Tuthill  Hubbart, 
John  C.  Jones,  Theodore  Lyman,  Jonathan  Mason,  Samuel 
Parkman,  the  Messrs.  Perkins,  "William  Phillips,  father  and 
son,  William  Powell,  David  Sears,  and  Joseph  Russelllof 
whom  the  last-named  only  is  now  living.  Most  of  these 
persons,  whose  names  we  have  mentioned,  had  business 
connections  with  Mr.  Brooks,  more  or  less  intimate,  from 
the  time  his  office  was  opened  in  1789  till  he  retired 
in  1803. 

The  restoration  of  general  peace  in  that  year  by  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  made  it  certain  that 
the  business  of  insnrance  would  cease  to  be  as  important,  as 
it  had  been  since  the  commencement  of  the  iFrench  revolu- 
tion. This  circumstance,  with  the  decease  of  a  friend 
whose  estate  it  was  supposed  might  suffer  materially  by  the 
sudden  termination  to  which  his  affau-s  were  brought,  led 
Mr.  Brooks,  in  the  early  prime  of  life,  and  while  he  was 
moving  on  the  flood-tide  of  fortune,  to  form  the  resolution 
of  withdrawing  from  all  active  participation  in  business. 
This  resolution,  delibei'ately  formed,  was  steadily  executed ; 
and  from  the  year  1803  to  1806  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
settlement  of  the  risks  in  which  he  was  interested,  and  the 
Kquidation  of  all  outstanding  engagemeate. 

Having  accomplished  this  object  as  far  as  practicable,  he 
was  led,  at  the  urgent  request  of  friends,  and  with  a  view 
to  the  employment  of  his  leisure,  to  accept  the  office  of  the 
President  of  the  New  England  Insurance  Company,  which 
had  been  incorporated  a  few  years  before  in  Boston,  and 
was  the  fli-st  chartered  company  of  this  description  in  the 
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State,  He  filled  tliis  situation  for  a  few  years,  and  then  re- 
tired definitively  from  all  business  relations.  A  portion  of 
his  morning  hours  were  hencefoi'ward  devoted  to  the  man- 
agement of  his  property ;  bnt  much  of  the  day  was  given 
to  those  miscellaneous  duties  which  society  ab  all  times  de- 
volves upon  men  of  inteUigence  and  probity,  known  not  to 
be  absorbed  in  affairs ;  the  direction  of  public  trusts,  and 
the  concerns  of  various  institutions  of  philanthropy  and 
charity.  In  the  summer  season,  the  after  pai-t  of  the  day 
was  given  to  the  care  of  his  farm;  and  at  all  times,  the 
kindly  duties  of  social  intercourse  with  a  numerous  family 
and  friendly  circle,  were  discharged  by  him  with  eq^ual  cor- 
diality and  diligence.  If  he  could  be  said  to  have  any 
occupation  as  a  man  of  business,  it  was  that  of  a  private 
banker ;  but  he  remained  to  the  close  of  his  life  an  entire 
stranger  to  the  exchange,  and  transacted  no  business  for 
others  on  'commission,  nor  for  himself  on  credij^ 

The  object  of  this  memoir  being  not  to  give  unmerited 
notoriety  to  an  individual,  but  to  show,  by  a  striking  exam- 
ple, in  what  way  a  person  staiMiiig  without  capital  may  in 
this  community  rise  to  wealth,  and  that  in  a  quiet  and  reg- 
ular course  of  business,  we  have  thought  it  might  be  useful 
in  this  place  to  state  a  few  of  the  principles  by  which  Mr. 
Brooks  was  governed  through  life,  and  to  which  he  un- 
doubtedly owed  his  success. 

!  The  first  was  one  to  which  we  have  already  alluded,  viz., 
to  abstain,  as  a  general  rule,  from  speculative  investments. 
To  quote  again  the  language  of  Mr.  Adams's  obituary  no- 
tice, "  his  maxim  was,  that  the  whole  value  of  wealth  con- 
sisted in  the  personal  independence  which  it  secured,  and 
he  was  never  inclined  to  put  that  good,  once  won,  again  at 
hazard,  in  the  mere  quest  of  extraordinary  additions  to  his 
superfluity."  Acting  on  this  principle,  he  was  content  with 
moderate  returns,  and  avoided  investments  attended  with 
risk  and  uncertainty.     He  never  made  purchases  of  unpro- 
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ductive  real  estate,  on  a  calculation  of  future  eiiiauced 
value.  He  did  not  engage  largely  in  manufactures ;  feel- 
ing how  liable  they  were  to  suffer  by  capricious  legislation, 
caused  by  fluctuating  political  influences,  and  also  from  the 
necessity,  in  many  cases,  of  intrusting  the  management  of 
immense  capitals  to  persons  not  framed  to  the  business  car- 
ried on.  He  considered  railroad  stocks,  generally  speak- 
ing, as  a  precarious  property,  from  the  passion  for  mnlli- 
plying  such  enterprises  on  borrowed  means,  beyond  the 
real  wants  of  the  country,  and  in  cases  where  ruinous  com- 
petition -with  rival  lines  must  ensue.  He  contemplated, 
also,  with  prophetic  foresight,  the  endle^  stock-jobbery 
likely  to  attend  the  undue  multiplication  of  iSieae  enter- 
prises. He  was  however  at  all  times  -willing,  to  a  reasona- 
ble extent,  to  loan  his  funds  for  the  accommodation  of  solid, 
well-conducted  corporations. 

Another  of  Mr.  Brooks's  principles  of  business  was  never, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  take  more  than  legal  inter- 
est. Had  he  been  willing  to  violate  this  rule,  and  that  in 
modes  not  condemned  by  the  letter  of  the  law,  nor  by  pub- 
lic opinion,  he  might  easily  have  doubled  his  fortune.  But 
many  considerations  led  him  to  adopt  and  adhere  to  his 
rule  on  this  subject  It  was  contrary  to  law  to  make  more 
than  legal  interest,  and  he  held  it  to  be  eminently  danger- 
ous to  tamper  with  the  duty  of  a  good  citizen,  and  break 
the  law,  because  he  might  think  the  thing  forbidden  not 
morally  wrong.  This  consideration  was  entirely  irrespec- 
tive of  the  fact,  that  at  one  i>eriod,  by  the  law  of  this  State, 
the  contract  was  wholly  vitiated  by  the  demand  of  usurious 
interest,  and  the  creditor  placed  in  the  debtor's  power ;  an 
absurd  inversion  of  the  relation  of  the  parties,  or  rather  an 
entu-e  annfliilation  of  iiie  value  of  property.  But  after  the 
mitigation  of  the  law  in  this  respect,  Mr.  Brooks's  practice 
remained  unalta-ed.  He  believed  and  often  said,  that,  in 
the  long  mn,  six  per  cent,  is  as  much  as  the  bare  use  of 
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money  is  worth  in  this  eouiitiy ;  that  to  demand  more  was 
for  the  capitalist  to  elaijn  the  benefit  of  the  borrower's  skill 
in  some  particular  business,  or  of  his  courage  and  energy  j 
or  else  it  was  to  take  advantage  of  his  neighbor's  need 
He  frequently  said  that  he  would  never  put  it  in  the  power 
of  any  one,  in  a  reveree  of  fortune,  to  ascribe  his  ruin  to  the 
pajTnent  of  usurious  interest  to  him.  On  more  than  one 
occasion,  when  some  beneficial  public  object  was  to  be  pro- 
moted, he  lent  lai'ge  sums  at  an  interest  below  the  legal  and 
current  rate. 

These  views,  though  shared  by  a  few  of  Mr.  Brooke's 
wealthy  contemporaries,  are  certainly  not  those  which  gen- 
erally prevail ;  and  he  himself,  as  a  question  of  political 
economy,  doubted  the  soundness  of  the  usury  law.  He 
thought  that  money  was  a  species  of  merchandise,  of  which 
the  value  ought  not  to  be  fixed  by  legislation ;  and  that  all 
laws  passed  for  that  pui-pose  tended  to  defeat  their  own 
end.  By  tempting  men  to  illegal  evasions  of  the  law,  they 
increased  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  regular  loans  in  times 
of  pressiu:e,  and  eventually  compelled  the  borrower  to  pay 
more  for  his  accommodation.  That  he  paid  it  under  the 
name  of  commission,  guaranty,  or  premium,  rather  than 
that  of  interest,  was  no  relief. 

It  was  another  of  his  principles  never,  himself,. to  bor- 
row money.  The  loan  from  Mr.  Brown,  above  alluded  to, 
may  seem  an  exception  to  this  remark,  but  it  was  under 
circumstances  of  a  very  peculiar  nature,  resembling  less  a 
business  loan  than  a  friendly  advancement,  made  by  a 
pel-son  in  years  to  a  young  man  entermg  life,  and  standing, 
^o  tanto,  in  a  filial  relation  to  the  lender.  It  is  doubtful 
whether,  with  this  exception,  Mr.  Brooks's  name  was  ever 
subscribed  to  a  note  of  hand.  What  he  could  not  compass 
by  present  means  was  to  him  interdicted.  Equally  invin- 
cible was  his  objection  to  becoming  responsible  by  endorse- 
ments for  the  obligations  of  others.     Without  denying  the 
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necessity,  in  active  trade,  of  anticipating  tlie  payment  of 
business  paper,  he  ehnnned  every  transaction,  however 
brilliant  the  promise  of  fatnre  gain,  which  required  the 
use  of  borrowed  means,  j  The  bold  spuit  of  modem  enter- 
prise will  deride  as  narrow-minded  so  cautious  a  maxim ; 
but  the  vast  numbers  of  individuals  and  families  annually 
ruined  by  its  non-observance,  to  say  nothing  of  the  heaven- 
daring  immoralities  so  often  brought  to  light,  to  which  men 
are  tempted  in  the  too  great  haste  to  be  rich,  go  far  to  jus- 
tify Mr.  Brooks's  course.  It  is  highly  probable  that,  in  the 
aggregate,  as  much  property  is  lost  and  sacrificed  in  the 
United  States  by  the  abuse  of  credit,  as  is  gained  by  its 
legitimate  use.  With  respect  to  the  moral  mischiefe  result 
ing  ft-om  some  of  the  prevailing  habits  of  our  business  com- 
munity, the  racking  cares  and  the  coiToding  uncertainties, 
the  mean  deceptions,  and  the  measureless  fi'auds  to  which 
they  sometimes  lead,  language  is  inadequate  to  do  justice 
to  the  notorious  and  appalling  truth. 

Having  recorded  above  Mr.  Brooks's  aversion  to  specu- 
lative investments,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  pur- 
chases of  the  unsettled  lands  in  the  "West  were  regarded  by 
him  in  this  light.  It  is  probable  that  the  result  of  the  en- 
terprise of  Gorham  and  Phelps,  above  alluded  to,  had  in 
early  life  produced  an  impression  on  his  mind  unfavorable 
to  these  speculations.  The  Yazoo  ptirchase,  in  which  many 
Boatonians  were  to  their  cost  deeply  involved,  had  strength- 
ened this  impression.  In  a  single  instance  only,  as  far  as 
we  are  aware,  was  Mr,  Brooks  induced,  and  that  by  the 
"urgency  of  friends,  to  take  a  part  in  an  investment  of  this 
kind,  having  joined  some  friends  in  a  purchase  of  lands  in 
the  State  of  Ohio.  The  tract  selected  lay  partly  within 
die  limits  of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  stretched  for  some 
distance  to  the  sonth,  into  the  interior.  It  was  of  course 
admirably  chosen ;  but  af1;er  retaining  his  interest  in  tlie 
1  years,  and  finding  that  tax-bills  came  in 
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much  more  rapidly  than  rente,  he  sold  out  at  a  barely 
Baving  price — affording  another  confirmation  of  what  may 
be  considered  an  axiom,  that  speculations  in  wild  lands 
by  non-resident  proprietors,  rarely  lead  to  any  great  ac- 
cumulations of  property.  It  is  not  desirable  tiiat  they 
should,  for  any  such  accumulation  must  be  a  tax  upon  the 
settleiB  of  the  lands — the  pioneers  of  civilization,  whose  lot 
in  life  ia  at  best  so  laborious,  as  to  merit  exemption  from 
any  unnecessary  hardship. 

The  town  of  Chardon,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Ohio,  is 
within  the  limits  of  the  purchase  above  alluded  to,  and 
commemorates  the  name  of  Mr.  Brooks.  Long  after  he  bad 
ceased  to  hold  any  property  in  it,  a  bell,  presented  by  him 
to  the  village  church,  bore  testimony  to  his  friendly  inter- 
est in  the  settlement. 

Mt.  Brooks  was  a  member  of  most  of  the  leading  chari- 
table corporations  of  the  State — a  trustee  of  many  of  them. 
He  was  an  early  and  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Agricultural  Society,  and  took  a  great  interest 
in  promoting  its  objects.  He  was  a  trustee,  and  latterly 
President  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Congregational 
Society,  and  contributed  liberally  to  its  funds.  He  was  for 
some  years  President  of  the  Saving  Bank  of  Boston,  and 
of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company. 
When  the  Washington  Monument  Society  was  organized, 
he  was  appointed  its  treasurer.  The  sum  raised  by  sub- 
scription was  about  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  the  contract 
for  the  statue  with  Sir  Francis  Cbantrey  was  for  that  sum. 
Fortunately,  the  work  was  several  years  in  progress,  duiing 
which  time  the  funds  of  the  Association  were  steadily  accu- 
mulating in  Mr.  Brooks's  hands ;  so  that  when  the  statue 
was  delivered,  after  paying  the  sculptor,  there  were  more 
than  seven  thousand  dollars  at  the  command  of  the  trustees 
for  the  erection  of  the  tribune  adjoining  fhe  state-house,  in 
which  it  was  set  up. 
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In  addition  to  services  of  this  kind  of  a  more  public  na- 
ture, much  of  Mr.  Brooks's  time,  at  all  periods  of  his  life, 
was  given  gratuitously  to  the  managemeoit  of  important 
i  concerns  for  relatives  and  friends.  There  was, 
OS,  no  person  in  the  community,  whose  opuiion  on 
mattera  of  business  was  more  frequently  asked ;  and  proba- 
bly no  one  ever  regretted  taking  his  advice. 


We  have  already  observed  that,  from  an  early  period, 
Mr,  Brooks  passed  his  summers  in  the  country,  on  the  spot 
which,  though  not  actually  that  of  his  own  birth,  had  been 
the  home  of  his  childhood,  and  the  seat  of  his  family  for 
generations,  in  the  western  pait  of  Medford.  Having  been 
in  his  boyhood  brought  up  on  a  farm,  he  never  lost  his 
fondness  for  niral  occupations.  In  fact,  he  was  a  thorough 
practical  farmer.  He  enlarged  hj  purchase  his  patrimo- 
nial acres,  and,  from  the  time  they  came  into  his  possession, 
Bupeiintended  their  cultivation.  In  1804,  he  replaced  the 
cottage  in  which  he  had  been  brought  up  with  a  large  and 
convenient  house.  This  was  his  residence  during  the  sum- 
mer months  ibr  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  found  in  these  raral 
pursuits  not  merely  rational  amusement,  but  great  benefit 
to  his  health,  and  at  the  same  time  afforded  to  the  neigh- 
borhood an  example  of  well-conducted  husbandry.  This 
farm  is  delightfully  situated  on  the  margin  of  tlie  little 
sheet  of  water,  where  tihe  Mystic  river  has  its  source.  The 
-  name  of  the  town,  in  its  original  spelling,  Meadford,  was 
Y  derived  from  the  fact  that  the  river,  which  soon 
s  into  a  broad  estuary,  could  here  be  crossed  on  foot. 
It  was,  hke  most  of  the  head-waters  of  the  New  England 
sti'eams,  a  favorite  resort  of  the  native  tribes,  Their  rude 
implemente  are  stiU  sometimes  tm-ned  up  by  the  plow,  in 
the  fields  at  Medford. 

Ml'.  Brooks  had  an  especial  fondness  for  a  few  ancestral 
11 
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trees  wliidi  adorned  hib  faim,  and  learned,  fiom  the  pleas- 
m-e  tlipy  iftuideJ  him,  the  dutj  ot  each  geneiati  n  to  do 
its  pait  m  Becurmg  the  sanie  giatification  to  posterity. 
Many  thonsmd  tices  weie  planted  by  him,  and  the  native 
growth  was  carefullj  pie^ei'ved  The  hemtiful  little  delta, 
which  now  bo  greatly  ornaments  the  village  of  West  Med- 
ford,  at  the  fork  of  the  public  roads  near  hia  house,  was 
planted  by  him  aboat  182i,  The  remarkably  handsome 
elm  by  tbe  side  of  the  church,  on  the  right  hand  as  yon 
enter  Chauncy  Place  from  Smnmer-street,  in  Boston,  was 
removed  by  him  from  Medford  about  the  same  time,  when 
of  a  size  to  be  easily  caiTied  on  a  man's  shoulder,  and  was 
planted  with  his  own  hands  on  the  spot  where  it  now 
stands,  a  stately,  spreading  tree. 

Among  the  chief  sources  of  enjoyment  which  Mr.  Erooks 
found  at  Medford,  was  the  congenial  society  of  several  per- 
sona of  great  eminence  and  worth,  his  intimate  friends. 
Among  them  was  the  venerable  and  well-remembered  pas- 
tor of  the  church,  the  late  Dr.  David  Osgood,  who  was  set- 
tled there  shortly  after  the  revolutionary  war,  and  continued 
till  his  decease,  the  only  clergyman  in  the  town.  Mr. 
Brooks  was  a  regular  attendant  upon  his  ministry,  and  had 
a  great  respect  for  his  personal  character.  Dr.  Osgood  was 
of  the  old  school  of  divines  and  pastors,  and  belonged  to  a 
class  which  has  almost  passed  away  from  among  us,  and 
left  no  successoi-s.  He  adhered  to  the  old-fashioned  ortho- 
doxy, which  prevailed  almost  universally  in  his  youth ;  but 
took  no  part  in  recent  controversies.  He  maintained  in  his 
person  the  great  professional  ascendency  which  belonged 
to  the  clergy  in  other  days,  and,  so  long  as  he  lived,  no 
rival  pulpit  ventured  to  erect  itself  in  Medford. 

Governor  Brooks,  the  distant  relative  of  Mr.  Brooks,  was 
another  of  his  Medford  neighbors,  for  whom  he  cherished 
a  warm  attachment,  and  in  whose  society  he  found  a  con- 
stant resource.    His  pubHc  character  has  been  alluded  io 
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in  the  first  part  of  this  memoir.  An  admirable  portrait  of 
him  was  painted  by  Stuart,  for  Mr.  Brooks.  Gov.  Brooks 
was  by  fifteen  years  only  the  senior,  and  they  passed 
through  life  in  the  cultivation  of  an  nnhroken  friendship. 
The  governor  was  not  more  distinguished  for  the  high 
character  which  rendered  him,  both  in  war  and  in  peace,  a 
man  of  mark  and  eminence,  than  for  the  sterling  qualities 
of  private  life. 

The  late  highly  respectable  Timothy  Bigelow,  son  of 
Col,  Bigelow  of  revolutionary  memory,  was  another  of  Mr. 
Brooks's  much  valued  Medford  fi-iends.  Though  not  a  na- 
tive of  the  town,  he  had  established  himself  there  at  an 
early  period,  and  represented  Medford  for  a  long  series  of 
years  in  the,  legislatm-e  of  Massachusetts,  where  he  occupied 
the  speaker's  chair,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  a 
longer  time  than  any  other  individual  by  whom  it  was  ever 
filled.  Mr.  Bigelow  was  for  many  years  a  leading  counsel 
at  the  Middlesex  bar,  and  his  great  conversational  powers 
fitted  him  in  an  eminent  degree  for  social  intercourse.  His 
rural  tastes  were  congenial  with  those  of  Mr.  Brooks.  His 
beautiful  grounds  on  the  banks  of  the  Mystic  continue  to 
form  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  village  of  Medford. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  public  characters,  the  social 
circle  at  Medford  embraced  several  individnais  of  great 
worth  and  intelligence,  whose  intercourse  formed  no  incon- 
siderable part  of  the  attraction  of  the  place.  Mr.  Brooks's 
relations  with  them,  as  with  neighbors  and  townsmen,  were 
ever  of  the  most  satisfactory  and  agreeable  kind,  and  it  is 
believed  that  he  passed  through  life  without  being  involved, 
in  a  single  instance,  in  any  of  those  personal  feuds  or  con- 
troversies which  are  too  apt  to  spring  up  in  our  country 
towns,  and  desti'oy  the  harmony  of  individuals,  families, 
and  whole  conununities. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  Mr.  Brooks  was  wholly 
free  from  political  ambition.     But  though  he  never  sought 
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public  life,  he  waa  occasionally  persuaded  to  accept  a  □om- 
ination  for  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts.  He  was,  at 
different  times,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  Convention 
called  in  1830  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and 
of  the  first  municipal  council  of  Boston  after  its  incorpora- 
tion as  a  city.  In  all  these  bodies  he  held  a  position  of 
respectability  and  influence.  He  rarely  spoke,  and  never 
wiUiout  having  something  to  say  which  was  worth  listening 
to.  On  c[n^tions  of  banking,  insurance,  and  finance,  his 
opinions  had  very  great  weight  in  all  the  bodies  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  This  deference  to  his  judgment  pro- 
ceeded in  part  from  his  familiarity  with  those  subjects — 
from  the  clearness,  precision,  and  common-sense  nature  of 
his  views,  and  in  part  also  from  his  unsuspected  integrity.- 
The  idea  that  his  comBe  on  any  matter  of  legislation  could 
he  affected  by  his  personal  interest,  probably  never  entered 
into  any  man's  mind.  Although  it  is  one  of  the  most  com- 
mon and  successful  ai'tiflces  of  the  demagogue  to  awaken 
or  foment  an  unkind  feeling  between  town  and  country, 
probably  no  individual  was  ever  pei«onally  less  obnoxious 
to  the  jealousies  and  suspicions  which  have  their  origin  in 
this  unprincipled  attempt. 

Among  the  subjects  to  which  the  attention  of  Mr.  Brooks 
was  particularly  turned,  as  a  member  of  the  legislature, 
there  was  probably  none  in  reference  to  which  his  influence 
was  more  beneficially  felt  than  that  of  lotteries.  This  oner- 
ous and  wasteful  mode  of  raising  money  for  public  objects 
was  countenanced  and  r^orted  to  in  Massachusetts  till 
1821.  It  had  been  employed  without  scruple  for  piupcees 
the  most  meritorious,  and  by  individuals  and  corporations 
of  the  greatest  respectability.  The  constnictioQ  of  canals 
and  bridges,  the  erection  of  college  edifices,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  Plymouth  Beach,  works  and  objects  of  the  most 
undoubted  utility,  had,  under  the  auspices  of  the  most  dig- 


.y  Google 


PETER  CHAEDON  BROOKS.  165 

nifieil  public  bodies,  sought  tlieir  resources  in  a  lottery.  In 
aiWitioii  to  the  lotteries  granted  by  our  own  legislature,  tlie 
tlukets  of  those  of  other  States  were  freely  vended  within 
the  limits  of  Massachusetts.  It  had  been  for  some  time 
apparent  to  reflecting  minds,  that  no  form  of  taxation  could 
be  imagined  at  once  so  unec[ual  and  so  demoralizing  as  a 
lottery— none  in  which  the  yield  stood  in  sach  ridicnlons 
disproportion  to  the  burden  borne  by  the  public.  Where 
the  object  for  which  the  lottery  was  granted  lay  without 
the  limits  of  the  State,  the  evil  was,  of  course,  augmented 
by  this  circumstance.  The  injury  inflicted  upon  the  morals 
of  the  commnnity  by  upholding  a  species  of  gambling, 
rendered  doubly  pernicious  by  the  respectable  sanction 
under  which  it  was  carried  on,  had  begun  to  be  a  sonrce 
of  anxiety.  It  was  reserved  for  Mr.  Brooks,  by  a  plain 
matter-of-fact  statement,  to  concentrate  the  public  opin- 
ion on  this  subject,  and  to  effect  an  abatement  of  the 
nuisance. 

On  liie  Slst  of  January,  1821,  a  committee,  of  which  he 
was  chairman,  was  appointed  by  the  Senate  of  Massachu- 
setts "  to  examine  generally  into  the  concerns  of  eveiy  lot- 
teiy  now  in  operation  in  this  Commonwealth."*  This 
committee  reported  on  the  9th  of  February.  From  their 
report,  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  lotteries  embraced 
within  the  scope  of  the  inquiiy  was  three,  viz.,  the  Union 
Canal  lottery,  originally  granted  in  New  Hampshire,  the 
Springtield  Bridge  lottery,  and  the  Plymouth  Beach  lot 
tery.  The  term  for  which  the  Union  Canal  lottery  was 
granted  had  expired ;  hut  as  no  pai-t  of  the  sum  required 
had  yet  been  raised,  an  application  was  pending  before  the 
legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  extend  the  charter.  The 
committee  were  therefore  led  to  make  a  brief  statement  of 

•  The  committee  oonMstfid  of  P.  C.  Brooks  and  Benj.  Pickman  of  Boston,  in 
the  Senate,  and  Maasra.  Lawreaea  of  Groton,  Stebbina  of  Palmer,  and  Hodgo  of 
Flymoutih,  in  the  Hauae. 
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the  operations  of  this  lottery,  during  the  six  years  for  wliicli 
it  had  been  carried  on.  From  this  statement  it  appeared 
that  tickets  had  heen  sold,  in  the  six  classes,  to  the  amount 
of  $467,328.  The  sum  paid  out  in  pi-izes  amounted  to 
$406,497.  The  incidental  expenses  and  services  were 
charged  by  the  managers  at  $39,988 ;  bad  debts,  through 
the  agency  of  brokers,  at  $24,315 ;  and  interest  on  money 
borrowed  to  pay  prizes,  $2,763.  The  general  result  from 
these  elements  was  a  net  loss  of  $5,647  to  the  persons  to 
whom  the  lottery  was  granted  for  the  pnrpose  of  opening 
the  caoal.  Thus  the  ticket-buying  public  had  been  taxed 
nearly  half  a  million  of  dollai-s,  for  the  sake  of  paying  back 
about  fom'-flfths  of  that  sum  to  the  drawera  of  prizes  in  all 
parts  of  the  countiy,  and  with  an  absolute  loss  to  the  canal 
of  between  five  and  six  thousand  dollars.  In  the  face  of 
these  facts,  an  extension  of  the  ;prvvilege  was  asked  for  by 
the  undertakers ! 

Of  the  Springfield  Bridge  lottery,  the  committee  only 
remark,  that,  aa  the  time  for  which  it  was  granted  was 
to  expire  in  June,  and  as  the  sum  allowed  to  be  raised 
was  not  yet  realized,  it  would  be  competent  for  the 
Ijegislature,  on  an  application  for  an  extension  of  the 
grant,  to  institute  an  intjuiry  into  the  proceedings  of  the 


With  respect  to  the  Plymouth  Beach  lottery,  which  was 
evidently  regarded  by  the  committee  as  the  most  important 
case,  they  remarked  that  it  was  still  in  operation  ;  that  the 
managers  had  lately  drawn  the  ninth  and  tenth  classes,  and 
were  then  drawing  the  eleventh  ;  and  that  it  would  not  be 
possible,  dui-ing  the  then  present  session  of  the  Legislature, 
to  complete  an  examination  which  should  include  those 
classes,  and  present  an  exact  account  of  all  the  money 
raised.  Tlie  Report  accordingly  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  an  order  for  a  joint  committee  of  the  Legislature  to 
sit  in  the  recess,  for  the  purp(«e  of  examining  into  the  ac- 
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coants  of  the  Plymouth  Beach  lottery,  with  M\  power  to 
Bead,  for  persons  and  papers. 

This  order  was  adopted  by  the  two  houses,  and  Mr. 
Broots  was  of  course  named  chainnan  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee.* Then-  report  was  made  iu  the  House  of  Eepre- 
Bentatives  on  the  14th  June,  at  tlie  ensuing  spring  session, 
and  was  in  the  following  terms : 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  Februarj  9th,  1821,  "  To 
examine,  in  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  into  the  accounta  and  eon- 
eerna  of  the  Plymouth  Beach  lottery,  bo  called,  with  full  power  to  send  ^ 
for  persona  and  papers,  and  to  make  report  of  their  doinga  on.  the  first 
day  of  the  firat  session  of  the  nest  General  Court,"  have  attended  to 
that  service,  with  some  care,  and  aow  respectfully  submit  the  following 
Eeport : 

The  first  grant  of  a  lottery  to  the  town  of  Plymouth,  to  raise  $1  S,000 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  repairs  of  Plymouth  Beach,  was  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  and  was  dated  February  28,  1812.  Among 
other  thinga,  it  provided  that  the  managers  should  give  bonds  to  the 
town  for  $15,000,  with  conditions  to  pay  over  the  whole  proceeds,— 
without  deduction  for  services  or  expenses,  escept  one  thousand  dol- 
lai^—and  should  render  an  aecount  to  the  selectmen  of  Plymouth  to 
be  appi-OTcd  of  by  them,  and  then  presented  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  for  approbation,  and  should  pay  to  the  agents  appointed  by 
the  town,  in  sixty  days  after  each  claaa  was  drawn,  1B-I6th8  of  the 
proceeds  of  each  olass.  Under  tliis  act  the  mimagcrs  were  chosen,  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  any  thing  more  was  done. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1813,  about  four  months  after  the  first  graut, 
an  additional  act  was  passed,  authorizing  the  managers,— instead  of 
being  confineti  to  one  thousand  dollars  for  all  chai'ges  and  expenses, — 
to  deduct  from  the  sum  raised  in  each  class,  the  ohai'ges  of  stationeiy, 
printing,  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  drawing  eaoh  olass  of  said 
lottery, — managen'  wmce)  and  ex^pensm  excepted. 

"With  this  additional  act  the  lottery  proceeded,  and  within  the  term 
of  two  years,  four  classes  were  completed,— the  first  haying  been  fin- 
ieted  in  April,  1813,  and  the  fourth,  in  Ootober,  1814.  But  Is/ore  fhu 
tim4,  the  OomniUee  are  moat  slearly  of  opinion  that  the  lottery  ought 

*  The  new  committee  oonsbted  of  P.  C.  Brooka,  of  tho  Senate,  ani  Mesara. 
Lawrence,  of  Gtotoii,  and  Hooper,  of  Marblehead,  of  tlia  House, 
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to  have  leen  stopped.  Tor  it  appears,  beyond  the  admission  of  a  doubt, 
that,  after  deducting  all  tlis  cha,rge9  whict  by  the  acts  then  existing 
they  had  a  right  to  make,  and  which  amonnted  to  no  less  a  aum  than 
$7,767,24,  thei'c  was,  on  the  completion  of  the  third  class,  a  clear  gain 
of  $32,718.97,  leaving  in  the  managers'  hands  a  surplus  of  $7,718.97, 
beyond  the  anm  of  $15,000  allowed  to  he  raised  for  the  repau^  of  the 
Plymouth  Beaoh.  If  to  this  be  added  the  resolt  of  the  fourth  class,  the 
gain  would  bo  increased  to  $27,088.10,  being  $12,038.10,  in  the  hands 
•f  the  managers,  over  amd  above  th^  sum  nlUmed  to  he  raised,  and  thU 
aftfff  taUng  out  $10,751,07  for  eapenm.  In  this  estimate  it  is  true 
that  notWng  is  allowed  for  the  »ervicea  of  th^  managers,  because  the 
law  expressly  forbade  it.  But  if,  on  a  representation  to  the  Legislature, 
at  the  end  of  the  third  or  fourth  classes,  a  charge  for  their  services, 
though  in  words  excepted,  should  have  been  deemed  reasonable,  the 
Gteneral  Court  would  have  probably  considered  that  the  means  in  hand 
were  most  ample  for  that  purpose,  and  would  not,  by  additional  powers, 
have  permitted  the  lottery  to  proceed  any  fui-Uier :— for  if  it  had  oeftsed 
at  the  end  of  the  third  class,  there  would  have  been  a  surplus,  as  before 
stated,  of  $7,718.97',  and  if  at  the  foui-th,  of  $12,088.10,  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  the  managers,  or  to  any  other  object  as  the  government 
might  have  directed. 

Why  the  lottery  was  not  brought  to  a  close  at  either  of  these  periods, 
the  Committee  are  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  It  does  not  appear  from  any 
of  the  papers,  that  the  sdeotmeu  or  their  agent  made  any  examination 
of  the  aooonnts  of  the  managers,  or  that  the  latter  presented  any  ac- 
count for  settlement,  on  the  completion  of  the  third  or  fourth  classes. 
On  the  contrary,  your  Committee  have  understood  that  no  examination 
of  that  kind  took  place  til!  after  the  drawing  of  the  sixtli  class.  The 
grant,  indeed,  required,  that,  in  gixt^  days  after  each  class  idos  dmim, 
the  proceeds  should  be  paid  to  the  town  of  Plymouth.  The  third  ctaa 
was  finished  March  38, 1814 ;  in  sisty  days  from  that  time,  viz..  May 
38, 1814,— though  the  whole  sum  of  $13,000  was  gained,  by  the  teims 
of  the  grant,  and  $7,718.97  besides,— tlie  town  had  received  but  $8,000; 
and  in  sisty  days  after  the  fourth  class  was  finished,  viz,,  December  31, 
1814,  only  $9,110.04  had  been  paid  in  all  to  t)ie  town. 

The  Committee,  having  proceeded  thus  tar,  can  only  regret  that  an 
accurate  view  of  the  affaii-a  of  this  lottery  had  not  been  talien  at  the 
time  of  completing  the  fourth  class,  aa,  in  that  case,  it  seems  impossible 
that  the  gentlemen  concerned,  on  the  part  of  the  town,  should  have  felt 
themselves  warranted  in  going  on  a  step  fui-ther,  without  flret  submit- 
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ting  thair  doiaga  to  tlie  Governor  and  Counoil,  aa  tie  act  required; 
Instead  of  doing  thra,  howeyer,  an  additional  act  was  asked  for,  and 
obtained,  February  10th,  1815,  by  "wbieh  authority  was  given  to  the 
managers  to  deduct  from  each  olaas,  not  only  the  charges  of  stationery, 
printing,  and  other  expenses  of  drawing  of  every  class,  but  also  like 
reasonable  compensations  for  their  service  and  espenaea  as  were  al- 
lowed, by  the  President  and  Pelbwa  of  Harvard  College,  to  the  man- 
agera  of  the  lottery  nnder  their  act  of  March  14, 1800,  any  thing  in  the 
former  acts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  The  compensation  to  the 
College  managers  was  found,  by  the  Committee,  though  not  mentioned 
in  their  act,  to  have  been  five  per  cent,  to  the  managers  on  all  tickets 
sold,  and  tvioper  cent,  to  venders,  besides  other  ohargea. 

Under  this  third  act  the  Manajjers  of  the  Plymouth  JSeach  proceeded 
to  draw  seven  classea  more,  making,  m  all,  eleien,  anl  completed  the 
last,  April  30th,  1831  On  examination  it  wa^  found,  that,  in  makmg 
np  their  accounts,  the  managers  iiave  deducted  the  aime  commisiiuna 
and  serviceSiycr  themselves,  in  the  fnnr  classes  pievioutly  to  the  act  of 
1815,  as  on  the  seven  subsequently  drawn  Whether  tins  could  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  Legalature,  under  any  iiicumstanLe",  the 
Committee  do  not  undertake  to  decide  Stating  their  accounts  in  this 
■way,  however,  the  managers  make  it  appear  that  the  net  "um  of  gams 
payable  by  them,  on  the  eleven  classes,  to  the  town  of  Plymouth,  ia 
only  $9,873.15,  and  of  course  that  the  lottery  ought  to  proceed  tall  th^ 
have  raised  $3,123.85  more. 

The  Committee  have  observed,  in  looking  into  this  statement,  that 
the  commissions  charged,  as  paid  to  venders,  exceeds  two  per  emt.  by 
the  sum  of  f3,152.S3,  which,  if  wrong,  would  reduce  the  sum  still  to 
be  raised  to  be  $1,970.92.  There  is  nothing,  in  point  of  time,  to  pre- 
vent the  managers  from  going  on,  beeaiiae  there  was  yet  another  act 
obtained  in  their  favor,  December  9,  1818,  which  allows  them  to  prose- 
cute said  lottery  till  they  have  gained  the  $16,000,  with  the  necessary 
expenses  attending  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  several  acts  passed  on 
this  subject,  Kine  years  have  elapsed  since  the  lottery  was  granted, 
and  it  has  been  in  operation  for  about  that  period. 

Your  Committee  have  endeavored  to  state,  precisely,  the  result  of  the 
four  first  classes.  They  m>w  beg  leave  to  present  the  issue  of  the  whole 
number  of  eleven  together,  as  made  out  by  the  managers.  They  sliall 
then,  as  they  trust,  have  given  to  the  General  Court  a  true,  and,  as 
they  hope,  a  plain  and  intelll^ble  view  of  the  whole  matter,  and  thus 
have  answered  the  object  of  their  appointment. 
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The  whole  number  of  11  cksses  comprehended  118,000 

IJokets,  amounting  to $883,000  00 

Advattoe  recdved  on  the  Bame,  by  sales,  whea  drawing  -  8,439  75 

.886,439  71 
Accounted  for  as  followa : 
Amount  paid  out  for  prizes,  in  money      -  $594,571  11 
Amount  pwd  oat  for  prizes,  in  money       -       87,800  00 

631,871  11 
Amount  of  tickets  returned  unsold    -        -     ie3,B76  00 

794,847  11 
Commissions  of  managers,  east 
(W  the  11  classes  aUke  -        -  $36,987  43 
.Deductcoinniissionsonbaddebts     1,168  14 

34,831  39 
Services  of  managers,  iy  the  deny, 

on  11  classes  -        -         -     2,733  00 

37,543  29 

Oommissions  to  venders    -        -  15,836  77 
Commissions  to  venders,  estra        1,034  18 

16,360  95 

Clerk-hire 1,018  00 

Printing  espenses,  &:o.,       .         -        -         -  1,669  02 

Postages 109  23 

Boys>  tor  drawii^,  rolling  numbers,  maldng 

lists,  ha. GS8  00 

House  hire,  while  drawing         .        .        -  1,011  18 

Counterfeit  money      -----  14  00 
Bad  debts          ....  33,700  18 
Deduct  what  baa  been  recovered    1,377  86 

33,822  83 

Interest  on  money  borrowed  to  carry  on  5th 

class 1,000  00 

1^"  Amount  paid  the  town  of  Plymouth 
for  the  not  gain  on  11  classes  -        -       9,876  15 

$880,439  76 

The  Committee  deem  it  proper  to  add,  notwithstanding  what  has  been 
said,  that  the  managers,  after  fluishing  sis  classes,  submitted  them  to 
the  town  of  Plymouth  for  examination,  and  after  completing  the  other 
five,  submitted  them  to  the  examination  of  the  Governor  and  Counoil. 
The  evidence  of  their  having  done  so  is  herewith  presented,  aa  a  part  of 
this  report.  They  deem  it  hut  just  further  to  add,  that  the  managers, 
in  justification  of  their  having  allowed  extra  commissions  to  venders, 
produced  a  settlement  made  with  the  Harvard  CoEege  managers,  in 
whidi  the  sum  of  $300  was  allowed  for  a  like  purpose,  though  the  con- 
tract between  the  college  and  its  managers  was  silent  on  that  point. 
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The  prescDt  occasion  affords  good  opportunitj  for  your  Committee  to 
express,  what  they- bo  stroD^y  feel,  their  moat  decided  diaapprobation 
of  lotteries,  and  to  set  forth  their  minous  effects  on  those  classes  of  the 
community  least  able  to  bear  the  loss.  But  they  refrain,  under  the  im- 
pression that,  if  the  late  disclosures  made  to  the  legislature,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  lotteries,  are  insufficient  to  prove  their  pernioiotis  tendency, 
notJiIng  which  they  could  say  could  be  of  any  avail. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  report  it  as  their  deliberate  opinion, 
that  the  objects  of  the  Plymouth  Beach  lottery  have  been  fully  attained, 
and  that  the  managers  have  no  legal  right  to  proceed  with  it  any  longer. 
(Signed,)  P.  0.  BROOKS,  by  order. 

The  foregoing  report  was  the  cowp  de  grace  to  all  grants 
of  lotteries  in  Massachnaette.  The  tickets  however  of  for- 
eign lotteries  coatintied  to  he  sold  to  a  great  and  demoral- 
izing extent,  and  puhlie  opinion  against  their  toleration 
rapidly  gained  strength.  In  1833,  during  the  session  of  the 
legislature,  a  person,  thirty-five  years  of  age,  of  reputed  in- 
tegrity and  fair  character,  was  so  far  carried  away  by  the 
temptation  of  lotteries  as  to  consume  in  eight  months  all  his 
own  property,  and  eighteen  thousand  doHara  belonging  to 
his  employers.  On  the  discovery  of  hie  defalcation,  ho 
committed  suicide.  This  calamitous  event  powerfully  af- 
fected the  public  mind.  Hon.  J.  T.  Buckingham,  then  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  moved  lor  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry,  and  made  a  very  able  report  on  the  sub- 
ject. An  act  waa  passed  imposing  a  penalty  on  the  sale  of 
tickets  in  lotteries  not  authorized  by  law.*  By  this  law, 
the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  in  Massachusetts,  if  not  wholly 
prevented,  has  been  reduced  to  very  narrow  limits.  Simi- 
lar legislation  by  other  States  has  contributed  to  the  same 
result.  It  is  matter  of  just  surprise,  that  a  tax  so  onerous  to 
the  community,  and  so  demoralizing  to  the  individual, 
should  still  be  tolerated  in  Delaware  and  Maryland,  and 
s  in  other  States.     The  lottery  brokers  in  Baltimore 

*  Biieliitigliiijn's  Peiaoiial  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p,  231. 
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still  scatter  their  poisonous  advertisements  by  mail  through 
the  country,  and  the  main  street  of  "WaBhington,  notwith- 
standing her  own  disastrous  expeiience,  is  still  lined  with 
the  ofBces  of  their  agents. 

VT. 

Mr.  Brooks  had  led  an  active  husiiiess  life,  or  had  been 
engaged  in  important  pecuniary  transactions,  for  forty  jeare, 
without  ever  having  been  involved  in  a  lawsuit,  on  his  own 
account,  either  as  plaintiff  or  defendant.  At  length,  after 
thi'ee  years  of  preparation,  an  action  waa  brought  against 
him  in  1839,  on  a  bill  of  eqnity,  by  the  administrators  de 
"bonis  non  of  TuthiU  Hubbart,  %vho  had  been  dead  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  This  gentleman  had  been  one  of  the 
largest  of  Mr.  Brooks's  underwriters,  and  an  extensive  con- 
fidential connection  had  existed  between  them  for  many 
yeai-s.  After  Mr.  Hubbai-t's  decease,  Mr.  Erooks  made  a 
general  settlement  with  his  estate  ;  and  as,  from  the  nature 
of  insurance  business,  numerous  accounts  were  outstanding, 
the  gross  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollai-s  was  paid  by  him  in 
1808,  and  accepted  by  the  administrators,  as  a  full  and  final 
discharge  of  all  claims  against  Mr.  Erooks.  The  action 
brought  in  1829  was  to  set  aside  this  settlement,  on  the  al- 
leged ground  that  in  stating  the  accounts  in  1808  impoi-taut 
items  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Hubbart  had  been  omitted. 
Nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  claimed  as  due 
to  them,  by  the  parties  bringing  the  action.  Wilful  fraud 
was  not  charged  by  the  parties,  probably  not  suspected ; 
but  a  suit  of  this  kind,  involving,  as  was  alleged,  a  very 
large  sum,  to  be  swelled  by  twenty-one  years'  interest, 
brought  after  the  interval  of  an  entire  generation  since  the 
grounds  of  the  action  accrued,  and  requiring  the  scrutiny  of 
long-forgotten  accounts,  under  the  almost  total  loss  of  con- 
teniporaiy  living  evidence,  waa  well  calculated  to  disti'ess 
mind.     TJnavowed  attempts  to  excite  popular 
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prejudice  were  made  out  of  doors.  There  was  no  individ- 
ual in  the  comraunify,  in  reference  to  whom  a  charge  even 
of  technical  fraud,  wjiere  no  moral  guilt  is  imputed,  could 
be  made  with  less  chance  of  gaining  credence.  Bat  the 
readine^  to  think  evil  of  om-  neighbor  leads  many  persons 
at  all  times  to  take  for  granted,  that  there  must  bo  some- 
thing wi'ong,  in  a  state  of  facts  like  that  -which  led  to  the 
suit  in  question. 

Fortunately  for  the  good  name  of  Mr.  Brooks,  the  parties 
by  whom  the  suit  was  instituted  thought  it  expt 
engage  the  services  not  merely  of  counsel  of  the  j 
eminence,  bat  such  as  could  not  be  suspected  of  any  bias, 
arising  from  the  universal  local  confidence  not  only  in  Mr. 
Brooks's  rigid  integrity,  but  in  liis  punctilious  accuracy. 
They  accoi-dingly  retained  Mr.  Wirt,  of  Baltimore,  then  at 
the  summit  of  his  repiitation,  who  was  assisted  by  busine^ 
I  from  Uie  Suffolk  bar,  of  proverbial  acuteness  and 
Mr.  "Wirt,  in  writing  home  to  a  friend  shortly 
after  his  arrival  in  Boston,  alluding  to  his  assistant,  says  : 

"  I  am  following  the  explanations  of  one  of  the  tniest- 
nosed  beagles  that  ever  was  put  on  a  cold  trail.  Hois,  a 
fine  fellow,  as  true  as  a  rifle  ;  and  it  is  quite  a  cmiosity  to 
see  him  threading  these  old  mazes.  I  shall  have  a  hai'd 
heat  in  the  cause.  I  am  brought  here  to  combat  Webster, 
on  his  own  arena,  and  I  think  I  shall  gain  the  day,  which 
will  be  a  great  triumph.  Having  grappled  with  my  ad- 
versary before,  I  Imow  his  strength  and  all  his  trips.  It  is 
a  good  way  toward  a  victory  to  feel  undaunted.  My  health 
and  spirits  arc  uncommonly  good."f 

The  accomplished  and  amiable  advocate,  in  dwelling 
upon  the  strength  of  the  adversary  counsel,  as  if  every 
thing  depended  wpon  that,  does  not  appear,  at  this  time,  to 

*  The  counsel  for  pWntlff  were  Mr.  Wirt,  and  Mr.  B.  E.  Niotola ;  for  de- 
fendant, Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Qorliam,  and  Mr.  Warner. 
t  Ksanedj'B  I^e  of  Wirt,  vol.  ii'.  pp.  233-234. 
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liave  reflected  snffleiently  upon  the  possible  strength  of  the 
cause  he  -was  himself  to  oppoee.  In  another  letter,  written 
a  week  later,  he  aaye  : 

"  Our  adversaries  opened  their  case  yesterday  in  a  speech 
of  six  hoars.  I  have  an  exceedingly  tough  canse  of  it.  The 
conrt,  I  fear,  is  against  us.  The  case  is  intrinsically  very 
difficult,  complicated,  and  extensive  ;  and  is  a  veiy  severe 
task."* 

This,  of  course,  is  the  representation  of  counsel  employed 
to  sustain  the  auit,  and  wears  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
a  preparation  for  anticipated  failure.  What  indication  of 
a  supposed  leaning  of  the  court  could  have  heen  given  at 
this  early  stage  of  the  trial  is  not  easily  conceivable.  The 
case  certainly  took  a  very  extensive  range ;  hut  the  de- 
fendant and  his  counsel  regarded  it  as  otherwise  simple  in 
its  character,  and  clear  in  its  principles. 

At  the  close  of  the  ti-ial  Mr.  Wirfc  writes  : 

"  I  went  to  the  court  on  Wednesday  with  more  despair 
than  I  ever  went  to  a  court-room  in  my  life.  I  would 
have  given  any  sum  in  ray  power  never  to  have  come  to 
Boston.  I  was  worn  out  hy  the  week's  trial,  prostrate, 
nerveless ;  and  so  crowded  was  the  room  with  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  that  I  could  scai-cely  get  in.  Ton  would 
have  pitied  me,  if  you  could  have  seen  my  sinking  heart. 
And  yet,  in  a  speech  of  five  hours,  I  was  never  better  sat- 
isfied with  myself.     Such  vociferous  plaudits  I 

"  When  I  had  finished,  Mr.  Brooks,  who  was  the  de- 
fendant against  whom  I  had  heen  trying  the  cause,  came 
to  me  at  the  har,  and,  taking  my  hand,  spoke  to  me  in  the 
kindest  terms,  expressing  his  high  satisfaction  at  my  de- 
meanor toward  him,  diu-ing  the  trial.  His  friends  have 
heen  among  the  most  attentive  persons  to  me.  My  clients, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  delighted."f 

*  Keanfidj'9  Life  of  Wirt,  \o\.  ii.  pp.  232-231.  f  Ibid. 
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It  would  greatly  exceed  the  limits  of  this  memoir,  to 
enter  fully  into  the  details  of  the  case.  All  the  facts  ne- 
cessary to  a  full  understanding  of  it  may  be  gathered  from 
the  elaborate  opinion  of  Chief-jnstice  Parker.*  The  court 
permitted  the  settlement  of  1808  to  be  so  far  opened,  as  to 
correct  an  error  of  S2,358,  and  direct  the  payment  of  that 
sum  by  Mr,  Brooks,  with  interest.f  Mr.  Brooks,  from  the 
firat  agitation  of  the  claim,  bad  avowed  his  willingness  to 
correct  any  such  error,  if  error  should  be  foimd  on  a  re- 
examination in  1326  (when  the  subject  was  first  started)  of 
all  the  accounts  of  his  ancient  underwriter,  whose  name  was 
.  on  almost  every  policy  filled  up  at  the  office  from  1794  to 
1803.  Tliia  offer  was  made  by  Mr.  Brooks,  fi'om  a  wish  to 
avoid  even  the  appearance  of  deriving  benefit  from  an  error 
of  account,  although  he  maintained  that  the  settlement  in 
1808  by  the  payment  of  a  gi-oss  sum  (which  was  one  of 
thirty  similar  settlements  with  underwriters),  was  intended 
to  cover  the  possibility  of  any  such  error.  In  his  answer 
to  the  bill  of  equity  in  which  the  error  was  set  forth,  Mr. 
Brooks  had  declared  his  anxious  desire  to  pay  the  amount 
in  question,  and,  in  his  private  journal,  after  recording  the 
result  of  the  action,  he  observes,  that  it  "  has  terminated  to 
his  entire  satisfaction." 

U"ever  has  a  more  magnificent  forensic  display  been 
■witnessed  in  our  com^s  than  in  the  alignments  of  the  illus- 
trious rivals  on  this  occasion.  The  most  arid  details  of 
account  and  the  abstnisest  doctrines  of  equity  were  clothed 
by  them  with  living  interest.^  Throughout  the  trial  the 
avenues  of  the  courthouse  were  besieged  long  before  the 
doors  were  opened,  and  every  inch  of  space  was  crowded. 
At  the  close  of  the  ai-gument  of  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Brooks 

*■  9  Pickering,  p.  S13. 

+  The  error  was  not  one  of  aocount  in  the  books,  bnt  in  a  ioOBO  Bcliedale  of 
ontstandins;  delita,  in  -wliicli  this  item,  by  inndTertenee,  stood  unoheoked,  afwr 
IC  had  been  paid. 
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himself  obtained  permisaion  to  address  a  few  words  to  the 
court  bj  way  of  explanation.  Few  are  tlie  men  who,  with 
fortune  and  reputatiou  at  stake,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two, 
wholly  unaccustomed  to  speak  in  pnhlic,  would  have  ven- 
tured to  rise  before  an  immense  auditory,  comprising  all 
that  was  most  distinguished  for  character  and  intellect  in 
the  profession  or  the  community,  to  add  any  thing  on  their 
own  behalf  to  the  defence  of  a  cause,  which  had  been 
ai-gued  by  Messrs.  Gorbam  and  "Webster.  Few  are  the 
clients,  who,  under  these  circumstances,  would  have  been 
pei-mitted  by  counsel  to  take  the  risk  of  speaking  for  diem- 
selves.  Ml'.  Brooks  was  not  only  permitted  but  encouraged 
by  bis  counsel  to  do  so.  A  profound  silence  fell  upon  the 
court,  as,  with  a  voice  slightly  tremulous,  his  band  resting 
on  the  old  account  bool^,  which  had  been  drawn  from  the 
dust  of  tliirty  years  (and  which  were  pronounced  by  the 
bench  such  a  set  of  books  as  had  never  been  seen  in  that 
court),  he  uttered  a  few  sentences  of  explanation,  in  the 
simple  eloquence  of  ti'uth,  which  it  was  impossible  to  hear 
without  emotion.  The  transparent  clearness,  the  simplicity, 
the  unmistakable  air  of  conscious  integrity  with  wliich  he 
briefly  re-stated  the  turning  points  of  the  case,  produced 
an  effect  on  the  minds  of  those  who  heard  him  beyond  that 
of  the  highest  professional  power  and  skill. 

It  is  proper  only  to  add,  that  the  court  negatived  in  direct 
terras  the  charge  of  fraud,  either  legal  or  technical.  "  AVe 
see  nothing,"  said  the  chief-justice,  "  in  the  course  of  the 
transactions  of  the  defendant,  aa  the  agent  and  broker  of 
the  office,  or  in  his  dealings  with  Ilubbart  in  their  joint 
concerns,  which  can  justify  a  charge  of  fraud,  or  even  im- 
propriety against  the  defendant," 

We  have  no  pai-ticular  incident  to  record  from  this  time 
forward  to  the  close  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Brooks.  Thanks  to 
a  good  constitution  and  the  temperance  and  moderation  of 
all  his  habits,  he  attamed  a  good  old  age,  with  far  less  liian 
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tte  usual  propoi-tion  of  the  ills  which  flesh  is  heir  to.  The 
conrae  of  his  life  at  this  period  is  accurately  described  in 
the  following  passage  fixim  a  sermon  preached  after  his 
death  by  the  pastor  of  the  Fii-st  Church  in  Boston,  of 
which  he  was  a  member : 

"  He  is  the  same  man  in  his  retirement  that  he  was  ■when 
more  before  the  world,~the  same,  but  that  the  hair  is  fallen 
away  from  his  ample  forehead,  and  what  has  been  left  is 
changing  its  color.  "What  should  suffer  change  in  the  spiint 
that  was  so  fixed  in  its  sentiments,  its  habits,  and  its  reli- 
ances ?  There  was  no  indolence,  no  selfishness,  no  timid 
retreat,  no  giving  way,  either  in  the  energy  or  the  exercise 
of  any  faculty  that  he  had  ever  possessed.  The  methods 
of  the  former  discipline  guided  Mm  still.  He  kept  himself 
employed,  without  hurry  and  without  fatigue.  He  divided 
himself  between  four  diflereot  cares ;  aU  salutary  and  hon- 
orable, and  all  nearly  in  the  same  proportion.  There  was 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  the  improvement  of  hie  ances- 
tral acres,  that  noble  and  almost  divine  labor,  which  one 
shai'es  with  the  vast  processes  of  nature,  and  the  all-sur- 
rounding agency  of  God.  This  took  up  much  of  his  atten- 
tion, in  that  temper  of  silent  reverence  with  which  every 
cultivated  mind  observes  the  work  of  his  Creator.  Then 
there  wei'e  his  books,  which  he  read  rather  for  instruction 
than  for  a  pastime ;  read  with  an  estraordinary  wakefulness 
of  thought,  and  a  sincere  love  of  the  task ;  and  read  so 
much  as  to  lead  me  often  to  think  that  the  understandings 
of  some  professed  students  were  less  nourished  than  his  was 
from  that  source  of  information.  There  were  his  friends, 
also,  and  they  were  a  large  circle ;  the  social  intercoui'se, 
that  no  one  enjoyed  witli  a  higher  satisfaction  than  he. 
He  always  contributed  to  it  as  much  as  he  received ;  his 
company  was  welcome  to  yoimg  and  old.  !No  one  left  it 
without  a  pleasant  impression  of  that  uniform  urbanity, 
which  was  no  trick  of  maimer,  but  the  impulse  of  a  kindly 
12 
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heart.  IsTo  one  left  it  without  wishing  him  a  real  and  ear- 
nest blessing  with  the  formal  farewell.  Finally,  there  was 
devolved  upon  him  the  management  of  a  large  estate,  that 
might  have  hGen  made  much  larger  if  he  had  chosen  to 
have  it  bo  ;  if  his  feeling  had  been  less  scrupulous,  or  his 
hand  less  beneficent ;  or,  if  hia  soul  had  been  greedy  of 
gain."* 

We  are  tempted  to  dwell  a  moment  longer  upon  one  of 
fhe  points  above  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Prothingbam— Mr. 
Brooks's  fondness  for  reading.  JSTo  person,  not  profe^edly 
a  student,  knew  more  of  the  standard  or  sound  current  lit- 
erature of  our  language.  Hia  little  library  contained  the 
works  of  the  piincipal  Enghsh  authore,  which,  in  the  courae 
of  his  life,  he  had  carefully  perused ;  and  the  standard  re- 
views and  new  works  of  value  found  their  place  upon  his 
table,  and  were  taken  up  by  him  each  in  its  turn.  There 
was  no  new  publication  of  importance,  and  no  topic  of 
leading  interest  discussed  by  tiie  contemporary  press,  on 
which  he  was  not  able  to  converse  with  discrimination  and 
intelligence.  We  do  not  refer  of  course  to  scientific,  pro- 
fessional, or  literary  specialities,  but  to  the  range  of  sub- 
jects adapted  to  the  general  reader.  It  was  at-  once  sur- 
pnsing  and  instructive  to  see  how  much  could  be  effected 
in  this  way,  by  the  steady  and  systematic  application  of  a 
few  hours  daily,  and  this  in  the  way  of  relaxation  from 
more  active  employments. 

Having  attained  the  age  of  fourscore  years  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  almost  uninterrupted  health,  he  began  at  length  to 
receive  warnings  of  the  last  great  change,  which  could  find 
few  persons  leas  unprepared  than  himself.  In  the  last  years 
■of  his  life  the  sight  of  one  of  his  eyes  began  to  fail  him,  and 
his  once  cheerful  step  became  less  fii-m  and  steady.     He 

•  God  with  tha  Aged  :  a  sermon  preached  W  tlie  First  Church,  7th  Jsnuaiy 
184S,  the  Snodaj  Rfter  the  death  of  the  Hon.  P.  C.  Brooks.  By  N.  L.  Frothing- 
ham,  Pastor  of  the  Chnroh.    Private. 
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left  his  countiy-seat  for  the  city  somewhat  earlier  than 
usual  ill  the  autumn  of  1848,  and  began  soon  after  to  con- 
fine himself  to  the  house,  yielding,  without  a  specific  dis- 
ease, to  the  gradual  decay  of  nature,  and  without  anxious 
consciousness  of  the  event  now  near  at  hand.  With  eome 
failure  in  the  recollection  of  recent  events,  hia  interest  in 
the  scenes  around  him,  and  his  sympathy  with  a  devoted 
family,  remained  undiminished.  Till  about  a  month  before 
his  decease,  he  retained  the  management  of  his  affairs  in 
his  own  hands.  Finding  himself,  one  morning,  somewhat 
.  at  a  loss  to  understand  a  matter  of  business  which  required 
his  attention,  he  calmly  said  to  a  son  who  was  with  him, 
"It  ia  time  for  me  to  abdicate,"  and  having  executed  a 
power  of  attorney  to  dispossess  himself  of  the  management 
of  his  property  with  as  little  concern  as  he  would  have 
signed  a  receipt  for  a  few  dollars,  never  spoke  of  affairs 
again.  Dnring  the  month  of  December  the  shades  gradu- 
ally closed  around  him,  and  on  the  1st  of  Januaiy,  1849,  he 
died  in  peace. 

The  preceding  brief  account  of  Mr.  Broots's  course 
through  life,  and  of  the  principles  which  governed  it,  will 
make  a  studied  delineation  of  his  cliaracter  uunecessaiy. 
We  may  be  pennitted  however  to  add,  that  a  pei-son  of 
more  truly  sterling  qualities  will  not  readily  be  pointed  ont 
among  his  contemporaries.  lie  was  eminent  among  that 
class  of  men  who,  without  playing  a  dazzling  part  on  the 
stage  of  life,  form  the  great  conservative  element  of  society ; 
men  who  oppose  the  modest  and  unconscious  resistance  of 
sound  principle  and  virtuous  example  to  those  elements  of 
instability,  which  are  put  in  motion  by  the  ambitious,  the 
reckless,  the  visionary,  and  the  corrupt.  His  conservatism, 
however,  was  liberal  and  kindly ;  it  partook  in  no  degree  of 
bigoted  attachment  to  ttie  past ;  it  was  neither  morose  nor 
dictatorial.  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  Brooks  moved  gently 
along  with  the  current  of  the  times,  fully  comprehending 
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the  character  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  of  the 
countiy  of  which  he  was  a  citizen.  Personal  experience 
had  taught  him  that  it  was  an  age  and  a  comitry  of  rapid 
improvement  and  progress.  He  recognized  this  as  the  law 
of  oiu-  social  existence,  and  did  aU  in  the  power  of  a  man 
in  piivate  life  to  promote  it.  He  was  never  heard  to  speak 
of  the  present  times  in  terms  of  disparagement  as  compared 
with  former  times ;  and  notwithstanding  his  great  stake  in 
the  public  prosperity,  he  always  looked  upon  the  hi-ight 
side,  in  those  junctures  of  affairs  which  most  severely  af- 
fected the  business  of  the  country.  His  equanimity  was 
never  shaken,  nor  his  hopeful  spirit  clouded.  He  was 
never  care-worn,  taciturn,  or  austere ;  but  always  discreetly 
affable,  cheerful  himself,  and  the  source  of  cheerfulness  to 
■  others. 

Moderation  was  perhaps  the  most  conspicuous  siugle 
trait  in  Ms  character,  because  practised  under  circum- 
stances in  which  it  is  meat  rarely  exhibited.  Possessing 
the  amplest  facilities  for  accLuieition,  he  was  moderate  in 
the  pursuit  of  wealth.  "This  moderation  was  founded  on  a 
principle  which  carried  him  much  further  than  mere  absti- 
nence from  the  licensed  gambling  of  the  stock  exchange. 
He  valued  property  because  it  gives  independence.  Tor 
that  reason  he  would  neither  be  enslaved  to  its  pursuit,  nor 
harassed  by  putting  it  at  risk.  At  the  most  active  period 
of  life,  he  never  stepped  beyond  the  line  of  a  legitimate 
business.  He  often,  with  playful  humility,  said,  that  "he 
preferred  to  keep  in  shoal  water ;"  not  because  the  water 
was  shallow,  but  because  he  knew  exactly  how  deep  it 
was.  The  same  moderation  which  restrained  him  in  the 
pursuit,  contented  him  in  the  measure.  As  we  have  seen 
above,  he  retired  from  active  business  in  the  prime  of  early 
manhood,  with  what  would  be  thought  at  this  day  a  bare 
independence  for  a  growing  family.  His  written  memo- 
randa show  that  he  did  this  with  no  plans  for  the  increase 
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of  Lis  property  by  other  courses  of  business,  but  from  a 
feeling  that  be  had  enough  for  the  reasonable  wants  of 
himself  and  family,  and  the  apprehension  that,  in  the  event 
of  bis  sudden  decease,  their  interests  would  be  greatly  en- 
dangered by  the  continued  expansion  of  his  affairs.  These 
surely  ai'6  not  motives  which  usually  actuate  a  man  of 
ardent  temperament — for  such  he  was  by  nature — at  Urn 
age  of  thirty-six,  and  with  all  human  prospects  of  a  long 
and  successful  career. 

Bom  and  brought  up  in  straightened  circumstances, 
fragality  was  a  necessity  of  his  earlj  years ;  and,  as  tar  as 
his  peraonal  expenditure  was  concerned,  continued  to  be 
the  habit  of  his  life.  For  this  he  had  many  reasons,  be- 
sides the  force  of  second  nature.  He  had  no  leisure  for  the 
wasteful  pleasures  which  consume  time  ;  no  taste  for  Insu- 
rious personal  indulgences.  Health  he  considered  too 
costly  a  ble^ing  to  be  fooled  away.  Temperate  in  all 
things,  but  rigidly  abstaining  from  none  of  which  the  mod- 
erate use  consists  with  virtue  and  health,  he  passed  through 
life  without  imposing  upon  himself  ascetic  restraints ; — a 
stranger  to  the  pains  or  languor  of  disease.  He  was  an 
early  riser  throughout  the  year.  A  great  friend  of  cold 
water  inwai-dly  and  outwardly,  before  hydropathy  or  total 
abstinence  were  talked  of,  be  did  not  condemn  a  temperate 
glass  of  wine  after  they  became  the  ruling  fashion  of  the 
day. 

Though.  exact  in  the  management  of  his  property  arid  in 
all  business  relations  which  grew  out  of  it  (and  without  this, 
large  fortunes  can  neither  be  accumulated  nor  kept),  he 
was  without  ostentation,  liberal,  and  on  proper  occasion 
munificent,  in  its  use.  The  passion  for  accumulation  is  in 
its  nature  as  distinct  and  strong  as  its  rival  political  ambi- 
tion, and,  like  that,  is  veiy  apt  to  increase  with  its  gratifica- 
tion, and  especially  with  yeai-s ;  but  the  reverse  was  the 
case  with  Mr.  Brooks,    His  willingness  to  impart,  increased 
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as  he  advanced  in  life.  His  donationa  to  others,  in  no  way 
connected  with  himself,  exceeded,  for.  a  long  course  of 
years,  his  espenditoi'e  in  the  anppoi-t  of  his  family,  and  this 
without  reckoning  large  sums  given  for  single  pnhlic  ob- 
jects. He  was  a  liberal  and  discriminating  supporter  of 
every  benevolent  institution  and  every  public-spinted  ob- 
ject ;  and  often  gave  time  and  counsel  when  they  were 
more  important  than  money.  He  gave,  however,  as  he  did 
every  thing  else,  without  parade  ;  and,  as  appears  from  his 
books,  annually  expended  considerable  sums  known  at  the 
time  only  to  Him  that  seetli  in  secret.  He  remarked  to 
one  of  his  sons,  not  long  before  his  death,  that  ■"  of  all  the 
ways  of  disposing  of  money,  giving  it  away  was  the  most 


And  this  remai'k  leads,  by  natural  transition,  to  the  last 
with  which  we  sliall  detain  the  reader,  viz.,  that  his  liberal- 
ity, like  the  other  ti'aits  of  his  character,  was  connected  with 
an  unaffected  sense  of  religious  duty.  Althoiigh  sparing  of 
outwai'd  demonstration  in  all  things,  he  embraced,  with  a 
lively  and  serious  conviction,  the  great  truths  of  the  Chris- 
tian revelation.  He  was  a  pimctual  and  respectful  observer 
of  the  external  duties  of  religion ;  an  unfailing  attendant  on 
public  worship,  a  regular  communicant,  an  habitual  and 
devout  reader  of  the  Bible.  He  had  a  general  knowledge 
of  doctrinal  distinctions,  but  took  no  interest  in  the  meta^ 
physics  of  theology.  His  faith  was  principally  seen  in  his 
life ;  and  even  his  business  journal  is  interspersed  with  re- 
flections, which  show  a  mind,  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  rehgions  duty  to  God  and  to  man. 

Several  respectful  and  ably-written  obituary  notices  of 
Mr.  Brooks  appeared  in  the  public  journals,  both  here  and 
elsewhere,  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Among  them  may 
be  pai-ticulaiiy  mentioned  those  of  Hon.  J.  T.  Buckingham* 

Jon  of  Mr.  Brooks's  chftl'M- 
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in  the  Boston  Courier,  of  Hon.  Kathan  Hale  in  the  Bos- 
ton Daily  Advertiser,  and  of  Charles  Augustus  Davis,  Esq., 
in  the  Gommeroial  Admertism-  of  ]S"ew  York.  We  would 
gladly  add  to  the  value  of  our  memoir  by  extracts  from 
these  interesting  tribntea  to  Mr.  Brooks's  memory,  but  we 
have  already  exceeded  our  limits.  We  have  aimed  to  per- 
form oui-  task  with  sincerity  and  in  good  faith,  and  venture 
to  hope  that  what  we  have  written  from  the  warmth  of  a 
grateful  recollection  wiU  be  confirmed  by  the  impartial 
judgment  of  the  reader.  "  Hie  interim  liber,  honori  soceri 
mei  destinatos,  professione  pietatus  ant  laudatus  erit  aut 


*  Taoiti  JulU  AgrioolK  Vita,  g  8. 
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The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  at  i 
meeting,  held  on  Wednesday,  5th  October,  1853;  in  order 
to  express  their  sense  of  the  great  public  loss  eustained  in 
the  death  of  James  Goeb  King,  adopted  the  following 
among  other  resolutions : 

"  RmoTmed^  That  the  Chamber  do  declare  their  sense  of 
the  great  intelligence  and  high  moral  worth  of  the  de- 
ceased; of  his  strictest  integrity  and  honor;  of  his  great 
pubKc  spirit;  of  his  general  ueefulnees;  of  his  liberal 
Christian  charities,  and  of  the  high  tone  and  elevation  of 
his  manly  nature. 

"  Mesdhed,  That  the  Chamber  have  no  higher  example 
than  the  character  and  career  of  their  late  associate,  to 
point  out  to  the  admiration  and  imitation  of  the  rising  mem- 
bers of  the  mercantile  community." 

Of  him  thus  commemorated  by  his  associates — and 
in  the  spirit  of  the  second  resolution,  -which  holds  hiTn 
up  as  an  example  "to  those  who  are  coming  forward  on 
the  scene  which  he  has  so  long  adorned — it  is  proposed  to 
present  a  faithful  memoir,  which  can  not,  it  is  beliered, 
be  without  interest  or  eucouragernent,  especially  to  'the 
young. 

James  Goee  ~Kma  was  the  third  son  of  Kufos  King  and 
Mary  Alsop  his  wife.  He  was  bom  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1791,  at  the  residence  of  his 
grandfather,  John  Alsop,  Wo.  38  Smith-street,  afterward 
known  as  63  "William-street. 

When  just  tmned  of  five  years  of  age  he  was  taken, 
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■with  &e  rest  of  the  family,  to  England,  to  which  coun- 
tiy  Mr.  Eufus  King  -was  appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  by  Washington,  in  1796. 

Before  he  had  reached  his  seventh  year  he  was  placed 
■with  Mr.  Bro-wn,  who  kept  a  select  boarding-school  of  high 
reputation  at  Kensington  Gravel  Pits,  near  London,  and 
there  he  remained,  making  satisfactory  progress,  until  1801, 
when,  for  the  benefit  of  acqniring  the  French  language, 
James  -was  sent  over  to  Paris  to  the  care  of  the  late  Daniel 
Parker,  an  old  friend  of  Mr.  K.  King,  and  long  a  resident 
in  that  city.  Mr.  Parker  sent  him  to  a  school  of  high  re- 
pute in  Paris,  where  he  soon  acquired  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge and  mastery  of  the  langijiage,  while  prosecuting  other 
studies. 

In  1803,  when  Chancellor  Livingston,  then  American 
minister  in  Paris,  ■was  about  returning  home,  he  took  with 
him  our  young  student,  in  order  that,  in  conformity  ■with 
the  well-considered  ■views  of  his  father  as  to  the  import- 
ance of  a  youth  receiving  his  education,  in  part  at  least, 
in  the  country  and  among  the  people  ■where  and  with 
■whom  he  was  to  live,  he  might  finish  his  studies  at 
home. 

After  a  short  interval  passed  with  his  parents  in  New 
York,  James  was  confided  to  the  care  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Gar- 
diner, Kector  of  Trinity  Church,  Bostsn,  who  received  him 
with  some  few  other  private  pupils  into  his  house,  and  fitted 
them  for  Harvard  University.  Into  the  University  accord- 
ingly, of  which  his  father  was  a  graduate,  he  entered  in 
1806,  and  graduated  from  it  with  honor  in  1810. 

He  commenced  almost  immediately  the  study  of  the  law 
as  his  future  profession,  ■with  the  venerable  Peter  Tan 
Schaick,  of  Kinderhook,  then  old  and  nearly  blind,  but  to 
whom,  as  to  Milton — ■ 

"  Tha  oelBBtial  light 
Shona  inward,  and  the  mind  tlirough  all  licr  powors 
Irradiated." 
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Mr.  Van  Schaick  was  an  old-fashioned,  black-letter  law- 
yer, loving  his  profession,  and  adorning  it  by  an  upright 
life,  and  by  sound  and  varied  scholarship.  Tinder  bia 
teaching  and  bis  example,  our  young  student  acquired  that 
thoroughness  which  in  all  thin^  cbaracterized  bis  after  life. 
With  the  superficial  he  was  never  content  to  rest  satisfied. 
This  habit  he  owed  not  a  little  to  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  of 
whom  he  always  spoke  with  great  regard  and  reverence. 
After  some  montlis  spent  under  the  roof  of  Mr.  Van 
Schaick,  James  went  to  the  law-school  at  Litchfield,  then 
in  its  brightest  estate,  and  under  the  instmction  of  Tappan 
Eeeve  and  Judge  Gould  completed  his  elementary  educa- 
tion as  a  lawyer, 

Ketuming  home  to  New  York,  and  thrown  by  fanoily 
association  into  the  society  of  the  late  A»cb.  Graeie  and 
his  household,  in  February,  1812,  he  married  Sarah,  tiie 
second  daughter  of  Mr.  Graeie,  and  from  that  time  was  led 
to  turn  his  attention  rather  to  commerce  than  the  law  as  a 
profession.  The  war,  however,  which  soon  followed,  left 
little  opportunity  for  commerce,  and  be  was  fain  to  wait  for 
peace  before  entering  into  business.  In  the  summer  of 
1814,  when  a  very  large  militia  force  was  called  out  by  the 
general  government  and  etationed  in  !New  Tork,  Mr.  J.  King 
was  selected  as  bis  assis^nt  adjutant-general  by  Majoi'- 
General  Ebenezer  ■  Stevens,  who  commanded  in.  chief  the 
whole  militia  contingent,  in  subordination  to  the  general 
officer  of  the  United  States  army,  to  whom  was  assigned 
the  command  of  the  military  district,  and  especially  the  de- 
fence of  the  city  of  New  Tork.  Mr.  Eng  entered  with  char- 
acteristic method,  intelligence,  and  ardor  upon  this  before 
untried  field  of  dnty,  and  he  acquitted  himself  most  abun- 
■  dantly  to  the  satisfaction  of  bis  commander,  and  with  gen- 
eral acceptance  to  all  witti  whom  he  was  brought,  into 
ofBcial  relation.  The  ti-oops  were  disbanded  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  winter  of  1814-16,  and  with  the  peace 
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■which  was  conclnded  at  Ghent,  in  December,  1814,  closed 
his  military  service. 

In  the  year  1815  he  established,  under  the  firm  of  James 
G.  King  &  Co.,  a  commission  house  in  Kew  York,  in  con- 
nection and  partnerahip  with  his  father-in-law  Arch.  Gracie, 
and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Petersburg,  Ta.,  an  old  pailJier  of  Mr. 
Graeie,  and  was  measurably  successful  in  business.  In  the 
year  1818,  however,  upon  the  recommendation  of  his  father- 
ja-law,  Mr.  Gracie,  he  broke  up  his  business  in  !N'ew  York 
and  went  to  Liverpool,  and  there,  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Archibald  Gracie,  established  the  house  of  King  &  Gracie. 

During  a  residence  of  nearly  six  years  in  this  chief  of 
English  seaports,  with  a  large  business  and  encountering 
heavy  responsibilities,  Mr.  King  so  skillfully  steered  his 
bark,  that,  in  despite  of  the  wide-spread  calamities  which, 
both  in  England  and  America,  marked  the  years  1823,  '23, 
'2i,  and  which  overwhelmed  his  own  nearest  and  dearest 
connections  in  this  country,  he  maintained  his  own  high 
ehai'acter,  fuliilled  all  the  responsibilities  of  his  house,  and 
on  leaving  England,  in  1824,  in  compliance  with  advan- 
tageous arrangements  uiade  for  bis  future  residence  in  Kew 
York,  left  behind  him  an  enviable  name  and  reputation  for 
urbanity,  intelligence,  promptness,  and  integrity.  He  made 
many  fast  and  valuable  friends  while  abroad,  and  retained 
their  good-will  and  confidence  unabated  to  the  day  of  his 
death. 

While  in  Liverpool,  he  was  brought  into  I'elatlons  of 
business  and  much  personal  intimacy  witir  the  late  John 
Jacoh  Astor,  who  was  on  a  brief  visit  to  Europe ;  and  such 
was  the  impression  made  upon  that  sagacious  observer  and 
almost  unerring  judge  of  character,  by  the  business  tact  and 
promptness  of  Mr.  King,  and  his  general  character,  that, 
upon  bis  return  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Astor  invited  him 
to  come  to  New  York  and  take  the  chief  direction  of  the 
American  Fur  Company,  with  a  very  liberal  salary.     The 
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offer  was  a  tempting  one,  and  made  at  a  time  when,  owing 
to  the  mercantile  disasters  already  sUuded  to,  the  prospects 
of  Mr.  King's  house  in  Liverpool  were  not  very  promising. 
Bat  the  business  to  which  he  was  invited  was  wholly  new 
to  him ;  and,  moreover,  it  was  in  his  character  to  prefer  an 
independent  position — though  it  might  be  less  lucrative — 
to  any,  however  advantageous,  of  which  the  tenure  was  at 
the  pleasure  of  others.  Mr.  King  therefore  declined,  but 
with  such  expression  of  his  sense  of  the  liberal  kindness  of 
Hr.  Astor  as  was  both  natural  and  fitting ;  and  Mr,  Astor 
continued  his  fast  friend  always,  and  had  another  occasion 
of  proving  his  friendship  about  the  close  of  1823.  Consult- 
ed-by  Mr.  Prime,  then  at  the  head  of  the.  house  of  Prime, 
Ward,  Sands  &  Co.,  as  to  his  knowledge  of  some  fitting 
person  upon  whom  Mr.  Prime  might  safely  devolve  a  por- 
tion of  the  business  of  his  prosperous  house,  Mr.  Astor  at 
once  suggested  the  name  of  James  G.  King,  and  accompa- 
nied it  with  such  eulogies  as  to  determine  Mr.  Pnme,  who, 
it  seems,  from  some  business  intercoiu'se  between  their 
houses,  had  himself  thought  of  Mr.  King,  to  invite  him  to 
become  a  partner  in  his  house. 

This  proposal  Mr.  King  took  into  serious  consideration, 
but,  with  his  habitual  directness  and  prudence,  determined 
upon  a  peraonal  interview  with  Mr.  Prime  and  the  other 
partners  of  the  house  before  accepting  it.  Mr.  King  accord- 
ingly made  a  visit  to  New  York  in  1823;  and  having  sat- 
isfied himself  of  the  expediency  of  accepting  Mr.  Prime's 
proposals,  he  returned  to  Liverpool,  wound  up  the  affairs  of 
the  house  there,  came  back  to  IN'ew  York,  and  on  the  1st 
of  May,  1824,  became  a  partner  of  the  house  of  Prime, 
Ward,  Sands,  King  &  Co.,  which  then  consisted  of  Nathan- 
iel Prime,  Samuel  Ward,  Joseph  Sands,  J.  G.  King,  and 
Kohert  Bay. 

The  thorough  business  habits  which  Mr.  King  brought 
with  him,  and  the  confidence  with  which  his  character  had 
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inspired  some  of  the  leading  commercial  hoases  both  in 
England  and  on  the  continent,  could  not  fail,  and  did  not, 
in  enlarging  at  once  and  methodizing  the  business  of  the 
house  in  which  he  had  become  a  partner.  Capable  of  great 
and  sustained  application,  clear  and  prompt  in  his  language 
and  in  his  transactions,  and  tempted  never,  by  any  prospect 
of  advantage,  however  dazzling,  from  the  prescribed  line  of 
business  in  which  he  was  engaged,  he  very  soon  created  for 
himself  a  position  and  an  influence  among  the  merchants 
of  our  city  and  country  which  endured  to  the  end.  Pros- 
perity rewarded  his  labors.  In  1826  the  death  of  Mr. 
Sande  caused  a  dissolution  of  the  firm,  which  was  reconsti- 
tuted under  the  name  of  Prime,  Ward,  King  &  Co.,  con- 
sisting of  all  the  surviving  partners  of  the  firm,  with  the 
addition  of  Mr.  Edward  Prime,  eldest  son  of  the  senior 
,  jpartner. 

Pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  as  the  most  active 
member  of  this  house — for  Mr.  Prime  was  already  partially 
withdrawing  himself,  and  actually  retired  in  1831,  and  Mr. 
Ward,  who  had  been  a  hard  worker,  now  willingly  relin- 
quished the  laboring  oai-  to  his  younger  associate — Mr. 
King  gave  himself  heartily  to  business,  and  found  himself 
richly  rewarded  by  success,  and  by  the  general  regard  and 
confidence  of  hia  associates  and  fellow-citizens  of  all  classes. 
He  did  not,  however,  permit  business  so  to  engross  his  time 
or  heart  as  to  be  inaccessible  to  the  charms  of  society,  the 
claims  of  benevolence,  or  the  duties  of  a  patriot  citizen. 
Dispensing  always  a  liberal  hospitality,  and  enjoying,  and 
himself  greatly  contidbuting  by  his  varied  knowledge  and 
convei-sational  talent  to  the  pleasure  of  refined  society,  his 
ear  and  his  hand  were  ever  open  to  the  cry  of  misery,  and 
his  charities  were  ready,  unostentatious,  and  discriminating. 
Although  averse  to  political  life,  he  nevertheless  deemed 
it  a  duty,  obligatory  on  every  man,  to  take  such  part  and 
interest  in  public  affairs  as  becomes  every  citizen  of  a  free 
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itive  republic.  Especially  on  all  ctnestions  con- 
nected with  the  commerce  ami  finances  of  the  countiy  did 
he  i;eep  himself  well  infomied,  and  prepared  always  to 
unite  with  his  fellow-citizens  in  any  measurea  which  he 
deemed  condueire  to  the  general  welfare. 

In  the  year  1884,  two  years  aft«r  he  had  removed  his 
residence  to  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Hudson,  in  New  Jer- 
sey, he  was  urged  to  allow  himself  to  be  presented  as  a 
candidate  for  congi-ess  from  New  York,  and  consenting 
fliereto,  he  returned  to  the  city  and  established  himself  in 
Bleecker-street,  to  the  end  that,  if  elected,  no  technical  ob- 
jection might  arise  as  to  residence.  Although  sustained  by 
a  very  large  vote,  and  especially  by  a  very  gratifying  exhi- 
bition of  seal  on  the  part  of  the  merchants  of  the  city,  not 
easily  aroused  to  political  activity,  he  failed  of  an  election, 
and  in  the  ensuing  spring  returned  once  more  and  finally 
to  his  New  Jersey  home,  coming,  however,  daily  to  his 
business  in  town. 

About  this  period  it  was  that  he  became  warmly  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  the  great  undertaking,  then  all  but 
hopele^,  so  great  was  the  indiiference  of  the  public  to  its 
claims,  and  so  general  the  distrust  of  its  feasibility — the 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad. 

After  well  considering  the  subject,  and  satisfying  himself 
both  of  the  practicability  and  the  advantages  of  such  a 
road,  in  1835  he  consented  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the, 
company — dechning,  however,  to  receive  any  salary,  A 
new  subscription  was  started,  with  gratifying  success.  Mr. 
King,  in  the  summer  of  that  year,  visited  and  inspected  the 
■whole  line  of  the  road ;  new  surveys  were  made,  and  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  road  along  the  Delaware  was  put 
under  contract ;  and  in  the  following  year,  1836,  the  legis- 
lature of  the  State,  moved  thereto  in  no  slight  degree  by 
the  high  character  of  Mr.  King,  under  whose  management 
it  was  felt  that  whatever  aid  might  be  appropriated  by  tlie 
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State  would  "be  faithfully  applied,  grauted  to  the  company 
the  credit  of  the  State  to  the  amount  of  three  rmlUons  of 
dollm's.  The  pecuniary  difflcultiea  which  were  then  dis- 
turbing the  countiy  rendered  it  impossible  to  avail  of  this 
credit  upon  terms  at  all  suitable  to  the  character  of  the 
State  or  of  the  enterprise,  and  Mr.  Xing,  finding  his  time 
too  much  diverted  by  the  duties  of  the  presidency  from  the 
business  of  his  house,  resigned  the  office  in  183-.  Entering 
upon  it  as  he  did  whoUy  upon  public  grounds,  and  from 
public  considerations,  and  declining  all  compensation  for 
his  services,  he  was  seconded  in  his  disinterested  course  by 
the  directors  of  the  company,  who,  upon  his  suggestion, 
adopted  a  by-law,  that  no  director  should  have  any  pecu- 
niary interest  in  any  contract,  nor  in  any  property  along 
the  line  of  the  TOad ;  thus  giving  to  the  public  the  surest 
guaranty  that  no  selfish  ends  were  to  be  subserved  by  any 
of  its  arrangements.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  too  much  to  assume 
that  although  the  ultimate  success  and  completion  of  the 
road  were  brought  about  hj  other  and  able  hands,  the  im- 
pulse given  to  it  by  Mr.  King  as  president,  in  its  first 
period  of  doubt  and  danger,  assured  its  existence  and  its 
accoinpliahment. 

In  the  year  1832  Mr.  King  had  removed  his  residence  to 
the  heights  of  Weehawken,  on  the  Hudson  River,  opposite 
to  lifew  York,  where  he-  bad  previously  bought  some  fifty 
acres  of  land  and  built  a  substantial  house.  The  beauty  of 
the  spot,  rough  and  ummproved  as  it  was  when  he  pur- 
chased, ifa  fine  natural  forest,  and  its  great  capabilities, 
gave  ample  employment  to  his  taste  and  to  his  means,  yet 
never  tempted  him  into  hasty,  excessive,  or  other  than 
gradual  and  measured  outlay  and  improvement.  And  to 
those  who  have  ever  been  exposed  at  all  to  the  fascination 
of  embellishing  a  rural  home,  and  with  means  in  hand, 
have  realized  the  difGcnlty  of  holding  back,  and  of  going 
only  step  by  step  and  little  by  little,  this  remark   will 
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afford  a  sure  test  of  the  calm  and  sober  judgment  "by  wliicli 
Mr.  Eing  was  habitually  governed.  The  late  Loi-d  Ash- 
burton,  when  walkiiig  round  the  grounds  with  Mr,  King, 
and  listening  to  his  description  of  what  he  had  done  and 
how  long  he  had  been  doing  it,  and  of  what  yet  might  be 
done  and  the  time  it  would  require  to  accomplish  it,  Baid 
to  him — "  Half  the  failures  of  eminent  London  merchants 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  ambition  to  have  a  fine  place, 
and  by  imdue,  excessive,  and  hasty  expenditure  thereon ; 
but  I  see,  by  the  manner  in  which  you  have  gone  about 
your  improvements,  that  you  are  in  no  danger  from  that 
source."  Lord  Ashburton  was  perfectly  right.  Mr.  King 
was  of  too  steady  a  temper  and  too  disciplined  habits  ever 
to  suffer  himself  to  mn  into  excess  in  the  gratification  of 
taste,  or  the  indulgence  of  that  refined  selfishness,  if  so  it 
must  be  called,  which  delights  in  embellishing  Home. 

Becoming  thus  by  permanent  residence  a  citizen  of  New 
Jersey,  he  declined  none  of  the  duties  consequent  upon  the 
relation  ;  whether  serving  as  grand  juror,  or  aiding  in  the 
encour^enient  of  schools,  or  contributing  to  the  creation 
and  snpport  of  his  village  church,  or  actively  pailicipating 
in  the  deliberations  and  researches  of  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society,  he  approved  himself  a  worthy  citizen  of 
the  State.  As  an  agriculturist,  too,  he  took  pauis  to  inti-o- 
duce  the  finest  cattle,  while  as  a  gardener,  he  was  both 
earnest  and  successful  in  naturalizing  and  cultivating  the 
finest  varieties  of  fruits  and  flowers. 

Loving  and  enjoying  as  Mr.  King  did  country  life,  he 
nevertheless  was  regular  and  attentive  as  ever  in  the  im- 
portant concerns  of  his  business.  By  the  retiring  or  death 
of  the  older  partners  of  the  house  and  the  introduction  of 
younger  members,  sons  of  those  old  partners  or  his  own, 
Mr.  King  had  become  the  head  of  the  house,  and  its  chief 
responsibilities  and  direction  rested  upon  him,  and  they 
found  him  always  ready  and.  steady.  As  prosperity  never 
13 
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unduly  elated  Mm,  nor  tempted  him  tejond  the  line  of 
prudeneo  and  of  safety,  eo  when  adverse  affairs  alarmed 
othera,  he  retained  his  equanimity ;  and  steering  his  own 
course  skillfully  and  confidently  in  every  tempest,  be  not 
only  afforded  an  example  and  encouragement  to  others 
tossed  hy  the  same  storm,  but  was  enabled  to  save  from 
shipwreck  some  that  hut  for  timely  aid  must  have  gone 
down. 

Hence,  therefore,  when  the  year  183T  with  its  sweeping 
commercial  disaster  shook  others  from  their  propriety,  Mr. 
King  looked  on,  not  unmoved,  certainly,  for  the  sympatliies 
of  bis  nature  were  generous,  but  without  being  at  all  dis- 
concerted, and  with  the  calm  self-reliance  of  one  who  had 
measured  the  whole  case,  and  Imew  the  extent,  the  ap- 
plicability, and  the  adequacy  of  the  resources  that  eonld 
be  availed  of  to  meet  it.  His  voice,  therefore,  bis  counte- 
nance, his  counsel  were  cheerful  and  full  of  hope  when 
clouds  seemed  heaviest,  and  his  hand  was  stretched  forth  to 
sustain.  It  was  a  time,  nevei-theless,  to  try  men's  nerves, 
as  well  as  credit. 

Tailures  of  largely  extended  bouses,  commencing  at  Kew 
Orieans,  spread  throughout  the  land.  New  York  had  its 
full  proportion.  In  London,  too,  several  houses,  chiefly 
connected  with  the  conmierce  of  the  United  States,  were 
brought  to  a  stand.  The  Bank  of  England  set  its  face 
against  a  further  extension  of  credit,  and  this  policy  re- 
acted with  great  intensity  in  I^ew  York. 

The  seasons,  too,  had  been  unfavorable  to  agriculture, 
and,  for  the  first  time  in  our  history  as  a  nation,  even  wheat 
■was  imported  from  abroad  for  our  own  consumption.  Near- 
ly a  million  and  a  half  bushels  of  wheat  were  brought  from 
Europe  into  New  York  in  the  course  of  the  spring  of  1837. 
The  banks  almost  everywhere  had  imprudently  increased 
their  loans,  the  federal  goveraraent,  with  its  specie  circular, 
[  the  evil,  and  univei-sal  bankruptcy  seemed  im- 
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pending.  The  State  of  New  York,  for  a  loan  not  exceeding 
half  a  million  of  doliai^,  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  publicly 
advertised,  received  not  a  tid. 

Mr.  King  was  too  sagacious  not  to  perceive  alike  the 
magnitude  and  the  extent  of  the  danger ;  hut  he  also  saw 
and  knew  that  mutual  aid  and  co-operation  would  miti- 
gate, if  they  could  not  conti-ol,  the  impending  etorm.  He 
Bought  earnestly  and  anxiously  to  avert  especially  the  loss 
and  the  disgrace  of  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  a 
time  of  universal  peace,  and  when  no  scourge  of  pestilence 
or  famine  was  at  hand  to  paralyze  industry  or  to  extenuate 
voluntary  insolTency.  But  the  concurrence  of  causes  pe- 
cuniaiy  and  pohtical— which,  however,  it  is  no  part  of  this 
memoir  to  discuss,  or  further  to  notice — overbore  all  indi- 
vidual efforts  and  opinions.  The  banks  of  the  city  of  "New 
York,  after  a  long  and  honest  struggle,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  was  unavoid- 
able, and  indeed  indispensable,  in  order  to  avert  the  neces- 
sity of  further  sacrifice  of  property  by  the  sti-uggling  mer- 
chants in  the  effort  to  meet  their  engagements. 

Accordingly,  after  deliberate  consultation  among  the 
oiBcers  and  directors  of  the  banks,  on  Wednesday,  10th  of 
May,  the  following  notice  was  issued : 

"  JVotiae  to  the  Pv-Uie  m  relation  to  the  Samks. 

"  At  a  meeting  last  evening  of  all  the  banks  in  this  city, 
except  three,  it  was 

"  Besol/oed,  That,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  ex- 
pedient and  necessary  to  suspend  payments  in  specie. 

"  In  the  mean  time  the  not^  of  all  the  banks  will  be  re- 
ceived at  the  different  banks  as  usual  in  payment  of  debts 
and  in  deposits ;  and  as  the  indebtedness  of  the  community 
to  the  banks  exceeds  three  times  the  amount  of  their  liabil- 
ities to  the  public,  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  the  notes 
of  the  different  banks  will  pass  current  as  usual,  and  that 
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the  state  of  the  times  will  soon  be  such  as  to  render  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  practicable." 

The  Manhattan  and  Merchants'  Bant  and  the  Bank  of 
America,  the  three  dissenting  at  the  meeting  on  the  pre- 
vious evening,  and  hoping,  perhaps,  still  to  sustain  their 
specie  payments,  were  borne  away  the  next  day,  and  fell 
in  with  the  rest. 

The  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  met  the  same  day 
at  the  Exchange,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  numerously  signed 
by  leading  men  of  all  pursuits  and  parties ;  and  to  an  over- 
flowing meeting  Mr.  James  G.  King  presented  himself,  and 
after  reading  the  call,  enforced  its  objects  with  great  power 
and  effect.  He  inculcated  "  the  necessity  of  mutual  aid 
and  forbearance,"  as  we  find  him  reported  in  the  journals 
of  the  day,  "  and  that  all  should  put  their  shoulder  to. the 
wheel,  without  looking  back  now  to  the  causes  of  our  ca^ 
lamities,  though  a  time  to  examine  into  and  proclaim  these 
causes  would  sra-ely  come.  He  said  that  it  was  with  deep 
^humiliation  as  a  merchant  that  he  witnessed  this  hour; 
and  it  was  only  in  the  belief  that  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  would  be  temporary,  and  in  the 
conviction  that  in  order  to  hasten  the  period  of  resumption 
the  co-operation  of  all  was  recLuired  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
the  bills  of  the  banks,  that  he  had  consented  to  present 
himself  to  ttie  meeting."  He  concluded  by  moving  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Prime,  and  adopted : 

<'  Besolved"  (after  recitmg  the  resolution  of  the  banks 
just  given),  "That,  relying  upon  the  above  statement,  we 
have  full  confidence  in  the  ultimate  ability  of  the  banks  of 
this  city  to  redeem  all  their  bills  and  notes,  and  that  we 
will  ourselves  continue  to  receive,  and  we  recommend  all 
our  fellow-citizens  to  receive  them  as  heretofore. 

"  That  in  an  emergency  like  the  present,  it  is  alike  the 
)  of  patriotism  and  self-interest  to  abstain  from  all 
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8  tending  to  aggravate  existing  evils,  and  by  mutual 
forbearance  and  mutual  aid  to  mitigate  as  far  as  practicable 
the  existing  difBeulties,  and  thus  most  essentially  to  assist 
in  the  restoration  of  specie  payments." 

These  resolntions  were  put  separately,  and  each  was 
unanimously  adopted.  The  sanction  thus  given  by  all  the 
leading  men  of  business  to  an  accomplished  fact  produced 
an  instantaneous  effect ;  a  sense  of  relief  was  felt,  as  if  a 
heavy  pressure  were  removed.  Stocks  and  other  secraities 
rose  in  price,  and  business  became  more  active. 

It  is  a  coincidence  wliich  at  the  time  was  gratifying  to 
Mr.  King,  and  in  the  retrospect  is  now  not  less  gratifying 
to  his  family,  that  on  occasion  of  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  bants  in  1812-13,  during  the  war  with  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Eufns  King  was  called  from  his  retirement  on 
Long  Island  to  urge  the  same  views  as  those  presented  by 
his  son  in  1837,  and  that  in  each  case  the  speaker  carried 
his  hearers  and  the  country  with  him.  In  1812-13,  how- 
ever, IN'ew  York  only  followed ;  in  1837  it  was  her  hard 
and  humiliating  fortune  to  lead  the  way  in  suspension; 
and  her  example  swept  away,  as  the  news  of  it  sped,  the 
banking  institutions  East,  North,  South,  and  West.  The 
Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  had  suc- 
ceeded the  National  Bank  destroyed  by  President  Jackson, 
was  obliged  to  yield  with  the  other  banks  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  closed  ite  vaults  on  the  day  after  the  suspension  in  New 
Tort.  Throughout  the  summer  of  1837,  Mr.  King,  with 
others  of  like  views,  was  earnest  in  preparing  measures  for 
the  speediest  possible  return  to  specie  payments.  Disastere, 
however,  thickened  around — tlie  failure  in  London  of  three 
of  the  largest  houses  interested  in  the  Ameiican  trade — 
followed  as  this  unavoidably  was  by  failure  in  the  United 
States — and  the  return  of  a  large  amount  of  sterling  bills 
di'awn  on  those  houses,  added  to  the  general  consternation, 
and  of  course  to  the  obstacles  of  a  speedy  redemption.     Mr. 
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King,  however,  never  lost  his  self-possession,  nor  coniidence 
in  Uie  opinion,  and  in '  the  expression  of  it,  that  the  "banls 
and  the  general  mercantile  community  had  ample  means 
and  an  honest  purpose  to  meet,  ultimately,  all  their  engage- 
ments. Under  sneh  impressions,  both  with  a  view  to  in- 
spire on  the  other  side  confidence  in  such  a  result,  and  to 
judge  for  himself  of  the  actual  condition  of  money  affairs 
there,  he  embarked  in  the  month  of  October  for  England. 
He  waa  warmly  received  and  eagerly  consulted  by  bank- 
ers and  merchants  in  London ;  and  did  not  fail,  by  his  calm 
and  assm-ed  tone  and  judgment  about  the  means  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  his  own  countrymen,  to  allay  much  of  the 
apprehension  which  panic  and  ignorance  of  the  extent  of 
reeonrees  possessed  by  our  commercial  community  and 
banks,  had  produced. 

When  he  had  accomplished  thus  much,  he  went  further, 
and  undertook  to  show  to  the  leading  capitalists  and  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  that  in  their  own  interest,  if  from  no 
other  view,  they  should  aid  the  Americans  struggling  to 
extricate  themselv^  from  embarrassments,  and  to  return  to 
specie  payments.  He  startled  the  bank-parlor  in  Thread- 
■needle-street  by  a  suggestion,  that  instead  of  embarrassing 
American  merchants  by  discrediting,  as  they  had  been 
doing,  paper  connected  with  the  American  trade,  it  nearly 
concerned  the  solvency  of  many  of  their  own  customer, 
and  consequently  their  own  interests,  that  liberal  aid  ehould 
rather  be  extended  to  that  trade.  Again  and  again  invited 
to  consult  with  the  bank  authorities  as  to  measures  fit  to  be 
taken  in  the  crisis,  he  finally  brought  them  over  to  his 
views,  and  gave  practical  scope  to  those  vie^^,  by  proposing 
that  the  bank  should  at  once  send  over  to  Il^ew  York  sev- 
eral million  dollars  in  coin,  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
banks  in  America,  and  to  make  their  redemption  more 
.  easy  and  early.  Eegiilarly  advised  from  home  of  the  syste- 
matic measures  in  progress  there  for  bank  resumption,  and 
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made  aware  that  timidity  rather  than  want  of  actual  means 
withheld  the  hanks  of  ^e  city  of  New  York  from  an  im-  . 
mediate  return  to  specie  payments,  he  himself  saw  clearly, 
and  proved  to  the  governors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  that 
at  such  a  juncture  a  supply  of  coin  from  that  institution 
would  at  once  deteimine  the  "New  York  banks  in  their 
right  comse,  and  render  it  1)oth  easy  and  permanent. 

In  conformity  with  these  opinions  of  Mr.  King,  the  Bank 
of  England  resolved  to  confide  to  his  house  the  consign- 
ment of  one  milKon  pounds  sterling  in  gold,  upon  the  sole 
responsibility  of  that  house  and  the  guaranty  of  Baring, 
Brothers  &  Co.  The  object  and  the  terms  of  that  import 
ant  movement  are  etatfid  in  the  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is 
subjoined,  addressed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, W.  Curtis,  to  Mr.  King ; 

"  Bank  of  Enolahd,  March  20,  1833. 

"  SiK : — I  have  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  yesterday's 
date,  and  to  express  my  concurrence  in  its  contents  in 
respect  to  the  consignment  of  gold  coin  or  bullion  and 
the  returns  for  the  same.  Messre.  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co. 
have  also  addressed  me,  guarantying  the  transaction  and 
the  payment  of  the  bUla  of  exchange  which  may  be 
remitted, 

"  In  reply  to  your  observation  as  to  the  latitude  it  may 
be  expedient  to  give  in  the  time  for  making  these  returns, 
I  beg  to  say  that  it  is  not  at  all  the  intention  of  the  bank 
that  any  undue  haste  should  be  exhibited  in  taking  hills  of 
exchange  for  remittance.  I  am  quite  aware  that  any  such 
action  on  the  exchange  at  New  York  would  tend  unneces- 
sarily to  raise  premiums  on  bills.  The  object  of  the  bank 
in  the  operation  is  not  one  of  profit — the  whole  transaction 
is  one  out  of  the  ordinary  coui-se  of  its  operations.  Profit, 
therefore,  is  not  what  the  bank  seeks  ;  but  by  a  judicious 
course  of  proceeding,  the  bank  may  be  saved  from  loss ; 
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and  it  is  fairly  entitled  to  a  moderate  rate  of  interest,  if  tha 
progress  of  the  transaction  will  admit  of  it. 

"  I  deem  it  inexpedient  to  fix  any  precise  period  within 
which  the  returns  should  be  made.  Having  shown  your 
house  so  much  confidence  in  intrusting  the  management  of 
this  great  concern  in  their  hands,  it  would  but  iU  agree 
with  that  confidence  if  I  were  to  prescribe  limits  which 
might,  in  many  ways,  act  most  inconveniently,  and  deprive 
the  bank  of  the  advantage  of  your  judgment  and  experi- 
ence, in  both  of  which  I  hope  to  find  a  satisfactory  result 
to  this  important  undertaking. 

"  "Wishing  you  a  safe  voyage,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  very  obedient  servant, 

"  T.  A.  CURTIS,  Oovffrruyr. 
"James  Gore  Eiho,  Esq., 

Partner  of  tha  house  of  Moaars.  Prime,  Ward  &  King, 
of  New  York,  now  in  London." 

The  first  shipment  of  80,000  sovereigns  was  made  by  the 
bank  the  next  day,  per  packet-ship  Gladiator,  and  Mr.  King 
himself  soon  followed,  with  a  much  larger  sum.  The  eohei- 
tude  of  Mr,  King  to  hasten  resumption  by  the  banks  of 
New  York  and  throughout  the  United  States,  which  has  been 
already  dwelt  upon,  lay  at  the  bottom  of  this  great  operar 
tion,  and  he  wa?  naturally  and  reasonably  elated  at  his 
success.  He  thus  announced  the  transaction  to  his  friend, 
S.  B.  EuggleSj  Esq.,  then  at  Albany  as  one  of  the  membei's 
of  Assembly  from  this  city  : 

"  IiONDON,  March  16,  1888. 
"  I  hasten  to  apprise  you  that  I  have  concluded  an  ar- 
rangement on  the  part  of  Baring,  Brothere  &  Co.,  and 
Prime,  Ward  &  King,  with  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the 
shipment  of  one  million  of  sovereigbs  (in  gold  of  com-se), 
by  the  four  or  five  ships  for  iNew  York  from  London  and 
Liverpool,  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  upon  their  arrival,  our 
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banks  and  tliose  of  the  Atlantic  cities  will  resume  and  main- 
tain specie  payments,  toward  which  restilt  my  thoughts 
and  efforts  have  heeu  unceasingly  devoted.  The  service 
which  I  have  thus  had  the  opportunity  to  render  my  own 
city  and  State  by  aiding  it,  in  taking  the  initiative  in  this 
great  and  wholesome  measure,  affords  me  a  satisfaction  in 
which  I  know  that  you  and  my  other  Mends  will  fuUy 
participate.  The  arrangement  was  only  concluded  definite- 
ly this  morning,  but  I  communicate  it  with  all  dispatch." 

The  anticipation  of  Mr,  King  that  with  the  aid  thus  op- 
portunely and  fortunately  brought  to  them,  the  banks  of 
New  York  would  resume  and  maintain  specie  payment 
was  abundantly  reahzed.  Already,  in  despite  of  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  the  banks  of  New  England,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  who  formally  de- 
clared the  resumption  could  not  yet  safely  be  attempted,  in 
despite  of  the  absolute  refusal  of  the  banks  of  Pennsylvania 
to  come  into  the  measure,  the  banks  of  New  York  had 
i-esolved  that  on  or  befoj-e  the  10th  of  May,  they  wovid 
resuine,  and  the  whole  business  community  of  the  city 
I'eeolved  to  stand  by  the  banks  in  this  honest  determination. 
The  work  was  accomplished  by  the  vote  that  it  should  be 
done.  The  legislature  authorized  the  emission  of  small 
notes.  They  also  created  some  four  milKons  6?  stocks  for 
canal  purposes,  for  which  the  banks,  by  special  act,  were 
permitted  to  subscribe,  so  as  to  obtain  an  available  resource 
for  the  purchase  of  coin  in  England,  if  needed ;  and  al- 
most without  an  effort,  and  absolutely  without  any  shock, 
the  reign  of  irredeemable  paper  was  terminated ;  first,  by 
the  issue  of  small  notes  and  their  redemption  in  coin  when- 
ever asked,  and  then  by  a  full  resumption  which  was  com- 
plete weeks  before  the  specified  day  of  May. 

As  the  coin  from  the  Bank  of  England  amved,  it  was 
deposed  of  on  easy  terms  to  the  banks  here  and  ia  Boston — ■ 
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a  large  sum  offered  to  the  5ank  of  the  United  States  of 
Pennsylvania  at  first  declined,  was  afterward  availed  of — 
and  thus  the  city  of  New  York,  which  had  seen  itself  com- 
pelled to  lead  the  way  in  suspension,  had  the  great  honor 
and  satisfaction  to  lead  the  way  itself  in  resumption,  and  to 
smooth  the  way  for -others. 

The  signal  confidence  reposed  by  the  Bank  of  England 
in  the  house  of  Prime,  "Ward  &  King  in  this  important 
transaction,  was  fully  justified  by  the  event,  as  were  the 
sagacious  previsions  of  Mr.  King,  as  to  the  good  results  to 
be  effected  by  such  a  nse  of  the  Bank's  treasure. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  add  that  a  concern  of  so 
large  import — entered  into  not  without  high  motives  on  the 
paai;  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  conducted  with  equal 
skill  and  fidelity  by  the  New  York  house — was  wound  up 
without  loss  and  with  great  promptness. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1839,  Samuel  Wai'd  died,  but 
the  partnership,  according  to  its  tenor,  was  continued ;  the 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  "Ward  and  Hie  son-in-law  of  Mr,  King, 
Mr.  Deming  Duer,  having  been  admitted  as  partners  in 
the  previous  month  of  May, 

The  business  of  the  bouse  went  on  in  its  steady,  regular, 
and  as  to  profits,  progressive  coui^e.  In  1844,  A.  Graeie 
King,  son  of  James  G.  King,  became  a  partner,  and  the 
house  then  consisted  of  J.  G.  King,  Edward  Prime,  Samuel 
"Ward,  Deming  Duer,  and  A.  Graeie  King.  A  diversity  of 
views  as  to  the  proper  .scope  and  business  of  the  house  led, 
in  1847,  to  its  dissolution.  J.  G.  King,  with  his  son-in-law 
and  son,  under  the  firm  of  James  G.  King  &  Sons,  con- 
tinued the  old  business  in  the  same  line  exactly, 

Mr.  King,  shortly  after  the  formation  of  the  new  firm, 
made  a  second  visit  to  Europe,  with  a  view  both  to  busi- 
ness and  pleasure,  taking  part  of  his  family  with  him. 
While  abroad,  though  only  gone  for  some  five  or  six 
months,  one  of  those  financial  disturbances,  which,  if  not 
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regularly  periodical  in  commercial  affairs,  are  of  frequent 
occurrence,  came  to  try  the  skill,  the  prudence,  and  the 
nerve  of  the  younger  partners  left  in  charge  of  the  house  in 
New  York :  it  found  them  well  prepared,  and  passed  them 
by  undisturbed  and  uninjured.  In  London,  a  like  money 
pressure  and  derangement  existed,  produced  on  both  sides 
by  the  same  cause,  deficient  harvests  in  Europe,  and  ex- 
cessive speculations  in  breadstuff.  Mr.  King  had  thus 
again  the  opportunity,  by  his  steadiness  of  nerve  and  char- 
acter, and  his  full  comprehension  of  all  the  diiSeulty  aa 
regards  his  own  countrymen,  to  encourage  and  relieve  the 
public  mind  in  England.  He  had,  too,  at  the  same  time, 
the  opportnnity  to  manifest,  in  a  veiy  special  manner,  the 
interest  he  continued  to  feel  in  the  welfare  of  his  late 
partners. 

Mr.  King  came  back  at  the  close  of  1847,  bringing  with 
him  an  increased  measure  of  confidence  and  regard  from 
some  of  the  leading  capitalists  of  Europe,  and  experiencing 
most  satisfactorily  in  the  constantly  enlarging  business  of 
the  house,  the  evidence  of  such  confidence.  He  did  not, 
however,  feel  himself  called  upon  to  devote  his  time  and 
labor,  as  in  former  years,  in  so  gi-eat  a  degree  to  business. 
His  young  associates  had  proved  their  prudence,  capacity, 
and  industry,  under  difficult  circumstances,  and  he  was 
content  to  leave  to  them  the  burden  of  work,  always  exer- 
C75ing,  however,  a  iliorough  and  intelligent  supervision  over 
the  business. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  friendly  and  confidential 
relations  which  subsisted  between  Mr.  King  and  the  late 
J.  J.  Astor.  It  was  a  cherished  wish  of  Mr.  Astor,  many 
years  ago  urged  upon  Mr,  King,  that  he  would  consent  to 
be  one  of  the  executors  of  his  estate.  Mr.  King  was  very 
avei-se  to  undertaking  any  such  tinst,  of  which  tlie  respon 
abilities  would,  as  in  this  case,  extend  beyond  the  probable 
.  period  of  his  own  life ;  but  ait' 
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sented,  and  hy  the  last  will  of  Mr.  Astor,  Mr.  King  was 
named  an  executor  and  also  a  trustee  of  the  pntlie  library, 
for  the  establishment  of  which  the  will  made  so  liberal  pro- 
vision. It  so  happened  that  owing  to  his  change  of  resi- 
dence, and  eoiiBequently  ceasing  to  be  a  citizen  of  New 
York,  Mr.  King  could  not,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
State,  enter  upon  the  duty  of  an  execator  -without  giving 
bond  in  twice  the  amount  of  the  personal  property  of  the 
deceased,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  that  duty.  Mr. 
W.  B.  Aetor,  who  well  knew,  and  himself  shared  in,  his 
father's  strong  desire  that  Mr.  King  should  serve  in  that 
capacity,  at  once  offered  to  give  the  required  bonds  himself, 
but  Mr.  King  absolutely  declined,  not  willing  that  any  one 
should  be  bound  in  t]ie  penalty  of  nullions  for  hira.  He, 
however,  at  the  request  of  the  executors,  habitually  met 
with  them  as  a  friend  and  adviser,  but  without  any  ofScial 
character.  As  trustee  of  the  librai-y,  he  was  always  a 
punctual  and  interested  attendant  at  every  meeting  of  the 
board,  and  derived  much  satisfaction  from  being  instrumen- 
tal in  shaping  and  directing  a  benefaction  so  fraught  with 
good  to  the  present  and  all  future  time. 

His  connection  too  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  was 
one  in  which  he  took  much  pleasure.  It  began  wifii  his 
earliest  mercantile  career,  having  been  elected  a  member 
of  that  corporation  in  April,  ISIT.  When,  after  several 
years  of  absence  in  Europe,  he  returned  to  his  native  city, 
he  renewed  his  connection  with  the  Chamber.  In  1841  he 
was  chosen  first  vice-president,  and  annually  rechosen  for 
four  yeara,  when,  in  1845,  he  became  president,  and  served 
in  that  station  four  years.  Over  and  above  the  oi-dinary 
business  of  tiiis  body,  its  president,  by  the  will  of  Captain 
Eandall,  the  generous  founder  of  the  Sailors'  Snug  Sofrbor, 
was  to  be  eaH)0cio  a  trustee  of  that  noble  foundation.  Mr. 
King  entered  very  thoroughly  upon  this  duty,  and  was  in- 
stant on  all  proper  occasions  and  in  all  proper  ways,  both 
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to  render  it  as  beneficent  as  possible  to  those  for  -whom  it 
was  instituted,  and  to  confine  it  to  tbem.  Hence  ho  always 
sought,  Bo  far  as  depended  upon  his  vote  and  inflnence,  to 
place  all  the  subordinate  trusts  and  offices  in  tlie  hands  of 
seafaring  men,  to  abolish  all  expenditure  not  needed  for 
the  accommodation  and  benefit  of  the  sailors,  and  all 
Binecures. 

On  retiiing  fi-om  the  chair  of  the  Chamber  in  1848,  in 
tlie  course  of  an  address  of  thanks  to  tie  assembled  mem- 
bei«  for  the  pai-tiality  shown  by  hie  frec[uent  re-election,  he 
dwelt  wiUi  pai-ticular  emphasis  iipon  this  important  ex- 
offido  connection  of  the  pr^ident  of  the  Chamber  with  the 
foundation  of  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  and  expressed  fer- 
vently the  hope,  both  in  the  interest  of  the  sailor  who  had 
so  good  a  right  to  look  up  to  the  merchant  as  his  natural 
guardian,  and  in  behalf  of  the  dignity  and  efficiency  of  the 
Chamber,  that  this  part  of  the  president's  duty  would  al- 
ways be  faithfully  and  diligently  executed. 

The  state  of  public  affaire  and  political  questions  in  1848, 
was  such  as  to  call  forth  the  anxieties  of  thoughtful  men, 
and  Mr.  King,  after  much  solicitation  on  the  part  of  neigh- 
bors and  political  friends  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  urgent 
entreaties  of  many  of  his  associates — the  chief  commercial 
men  of  this  city — reluctantly  consented  to  accept  a  nomina- 
tion for  Congress,  from  the  Fifth  Congressional  district, 
where  he  resided,  and  where  the  whig  party,  to  which  he 
belonged,  had  the  ascendency.  Ilaving  onee  accepted,  he 
went  heartily  into  the  canvass,  and  to  the  end  that  his  pei^ 
Bon  and  his  opinions,  as  well  as  his  manner  of  stating  these, 
might  be  widely  known  to  those  whose  votes  he  asked,  he 
visited  all  the  chief  places  of  the  district,  addressing  large 
meetings,  making  no  disguise  of  any  opinion,  and  assuming 
none  for  the  occasion ;  and  dealing  thus  squarely  with  the 
constituency,  he  received  from  them  one  of  the  largest  ma- 
jorities ever  cast  in  the  district. 
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He  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  at 
■Washington,  as  a  member  of  the  Thirty-first  Congress,  on 
Monday,  December  4th,  1849,  and  was  present  without 
flinching,  at  every  ballot^ — amounting  to  sisty-three  in  all, 
and  protracted  through  nearly  three  weeks,  from  Monday 
the  3d  to  Saturday  the  22d  of  December  both  inclusive 
—for  Speaker,  when  Howell  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  was  finally 
chosen,  by  a  plurality  and  not  by  a  majority  vote.  This 
organization  of  the  House  threw  Mr,  King  into  the  minor- 
ity, and  gave  to  the  anti-adminietration  party,  General  Tay- 
lor being  President,  the  control  of  all  the  committees.  Mr. 
King  was  put  by  the  Speaker  upon  the  standing  committee 
on  roads  and  canals,  where  little  scope  presented  itself  for 
bis  labore.  He  applied  bimself  with  exemplaiy  punctu- 
ality and  diligence  to  the  business  of  the  House,  never  being 
absent  from  his  seat,  however  long  and  wearying  the  sit- 
tmgs,  unless  actually  deterred  by  illness.  On  all  questions 
touching  the  revenue  and  its  collection,  the  finances,  and 
commerce,  he  spoke  with  mai-ked  effect,  never  wearying 
tihe  house  with  prosy  essays,  nor  distui'bing  its  harmony  by 
partisan  appeals.  As  ft  consequence  he  was  eagerly  list- 
ened to. 

On  the  bin  for  a  collection  of  the  revenue,  his  efficiency 
and  his  practical  ability  were  specially  manifested.  The 
House  had  talked  over,  and  caviled  at,  and  delayed  a 
Joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  requisite 
expenditui'e  for  defraying  the  cost  of  collecting  duties  at 
the  Custom-house.  The  matter  was  urgent,  for  there  was 
no  appropriation,  and  no  money  therefore  available  for  such 
uses.  In  consequence,  the  business  of  the  Custom-house  was 
seriously  embarrassed  ;  every  other  desk  almost  was  vacant, 
fca-  lack  of  means  to  pay  for  services,  and  ships  arriving 
with  full  cargoes  were  unable  to  discharge,  because  there 
were  not  officers  to  attend  to  it.  Notwithstanding  these 
embarrassments  to  commerce  and  danger  to  the  revenue. 
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the  House  of  Eepresentatives  hesitated  and  objected,  in- 
sisting that  the  Secretary  of  the  Ti'eaaurj  should  have  asked 
a  specific  appropriation  for  each  head  of  expenditare,  and 
seemed  disposed  to  vote  against  the  gross  sum  asked,  al- 
though it  was,  for  the  half  jear  I'equii'ing  immediate  provi- 
sion, less  than  half  of  the  simi  voted  to  Mr.  Walker,  when 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  for  a  year's  expense.  Mr.  King, 
feeling  the  great  wrong  and  the  great  suffering  aiiaing 
from  delay,  applied  himself  sti'enuonsly  to  the  euhject,  di- 
gested the  vaiions  amounts  needed  under  speciiic  heads,  so 
as  to  meet  objections  on  that  score,  and  then  moved  an 
amendment  to"  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  in  which, 
after  appropriating  the  respective  sums  needed  for  the  half 
year,  he  employed  this  phraseology — "  and  in  that  propor- 
tion for  any  shorter  or  longer  time,  wtHl  Omigress  slwll  ad 
iMpon  the  subject.'''  The  passage  here  marked  in  italics  fixes 
permanently  and  without  any  fresh  appropriation,  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  collection  of  revenues  until  Congress  shall 
otherwise  order — a  very  important  point,  since  it  obviates 
the  recurrence  of  any  like  embarrassment  to  that  the  reso- 
lution was  designed  to  cure.  Although  opposed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  Mr.  King 
maintained  with  so  much  precision  and  force  the  merits  of 
the  resolution,  that  it  was  finally  adopted  by  a  considerable 
majority,  and  became,  and  it  is  now,  the  law  of  the  land. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  session  the  Speaker,  influenced 
probably  by  the  impression  made  upon  the  House  by  Mr. 
King's  practical  business  information  and  clear  and  ready 
elocution,  without  any  suggestion  or  advance  from  Mr. 
King  or  his  friends,  placed  him  on  the  committee  on  Com- 
merce, wherein  he  was  able  to  make  himself  very  useful. 

"When,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr. 
Crawford,  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  House  ot 
Hepresentatives  to  investigate  his  connection  with  what 
was  commonly  known  as  the  Galphin  Claim,  and  the  nature 
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of  that  claim,  the  Speaker  named  Mr,  King  aa  a  member  of 
it.  A  calculating  politician  would  probably  have  declined 
such  a  questionable  distinction ;  but  Mr.  King,  strong  in 
the  coneciousne^  of  right  purpose,  and  always  ready  to 
follow  out  his  convictions  and  stand  by  them,  did  not  seek 
to  escape  £he  responsibility  of  this  position.  Pie  examined 
the  whole  ease  cautiously  and  acutely,  and  finding  evi- 
dence that  seemed  to  him  incontestable  of  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  he  recommended  its  payment;  and  discovering  no 
rightful  nor  equitable  difference  between  a  debt  unlawfully 
withheld  from  its  creditor  by  a  goYemment  and  a  debt 
withheld  in  like  circumstances  by  an  individual,  he  was 
unable  to  perceive  why  the  rule  which  would  compel  the 
individual  to  pay  both  principal  and  interest  should  not 
equally  apply  to  the  government,  and  accordingly  he  con- 
cun-ed  in,  and  ably  defended  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  the 
report  of  the  committee  which  recommended  the  payment 
of  the  principal  and  interest  on  the  Galphin  Claim.  He 
knew  the  outcry  that  awaited  such  a  course ;  but  his  own 
self-respect,  and  the  utterance  of  and  adherence  to  his  hon- 
est opinions,  pointed  it  out  to  him  as  right,  and  he  took  it. 

With  General  Taylor,  during  his  too  brief  career  as 
President,  Mr.  King  lived  on  a  footing  of  great  confidence 
and  intimacy,  and  none  mourned  more  truly  than  he  the 
decease  of  that  honest  and  good  chief  magisti-ate.  He 
foresaw  then,  what  soon  became  manifest  to  all,  that 
with  the  disappearance  from  the  scene  of  a  man  of  such 
positive  character,  such  pre-eminent  merits,  and  such  de- 
served popularity  as  General  Taylor,  a  great  power  to  re- 
strain men  of  extreme  opinions  from  rushing  into  extrava- 
gant measures,  was  lost.  Already  the  menacing  questions 
connected  with  the  admission  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and 
California  into  the  Union,  were  disturbing  the  harmony  of 
the  country ;  but  while  General  Taylor  lived  and  was  in- 
vested with  the  power  of  chief  magistrate,  it  was  felt  alike 
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by  all,  that  he  would  permit  no  violation  of  law  or  constitu- 
tion, but  possessing  himself  in  calmness,  and  standing  aloof 
from  the  hot  strife  of  sections,  that  he  would  guard  the 
rights  of  all,  and  subject  all  rights  to  the  teat  of  the  su- 
preme law.  Mr.  King  concurred  entirely  with  General 
Taylor  and  hie  cabinet  in  their  recommendations  as  to  the 
proper  mode  of  disposing  of  the  knotty  questions  of  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  and  California,  and  was  therefore  not  pre- 
pared for,  and  did  not  approve  the  sudden  change  of  policy 
adopted  by  the  successor  of  General  Taylor,  and  finally 
passed  through  Congress  in  the  shape  of  a  Compromise. 

Against  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  in  particular,  Mr.  King, 
faithful  to  his  name  and  blood,  voted  ever,  as  against  every 
proposition  that  looked  to  the  spread  of  slavei-y.  Yet  amid 
the  hottest  agitation  on  these  subjects  in  Congress,  Mr. 
King  neither  lost  his  calmness  nor  faltered  in  his  opposi- 
tion. He  felt  indeed  no  soHcitude  about  tiie  Union,  the 
safety  of  which  he  well  knew  depends  not  upon  hot-heads 
in  Congress  or  out  of  it,  and  his  course  was  influenced  as 
littie  hy  the  clamors  of  those  so  noisy  to  save,  as  by  those 
other  so  fierce  to  dissolve  the  blessed  bond  that  makes  ua  a 
nation. 

Among  the  incidental  claims  upon  Congress,  as  adminis- 
tratoi-8  of  the  property  of  the  nation,  no  one  more  interested 
Mr.  King  than  that  preferred  hy  Miss  Dix  for  a  grant  of 
public  land  toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  establishing, 
where  needed,  asylums  for  the  protection  and  the  cure  of 
the  insane.  He  felt  the  force  of  this  appeal  all  the  moi-e 
strongly  from  the  beautiful  example  of  self  saciifice  and 
generous  devotion  to.the  cause  of  the  most  desolate  of  God's 
creatures,  which  that  lady's  life,  and  exertions,  and  suffer- 
ings, and  dangei-s  exhibited— and  he  labored  zealously, 
though  without  success,  to  obtain  the  grant  she  asked.  He 
had  the  happiness,  however,  of  presenting  through  her  and 
upon  her  suggestion,  a  library  of  select  books  to  the  Insane 
li 
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Asylnm  of  New  Jersey  at  Trenton,  and  subsequently  sent, 
for  the  embellishment  of  the  grotmda  of  that  inatitntion  and 
for  the  supply  of  its  conservatories,  a  large  collection  of 
plants. 

The  first  session  of  the  Thirty-FirBt  Congi-esa  lasted  almost 
tm  m&tdhs,  and  during  that  whole  time  Mr.  King  never 
left  Washington.  But  the  life  was  unsuited  to  bis  habits 
and  tastes ;  and  although  purposing  to  serve  out  his  term, 
be  made  np  his  mind  not  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election. 
After  attending  with  like  fidelity  through  the  second  session, 
in  the  course  of  wbieb  be  had  occasion  again  and  again  to 
press  upon  the  House  the  necessity  and  advantage  of  es- 
tablishing a  branch  mint  in  New  York,  Mr.  King  returned 
home  in  Mai-ch,  1851,  with  the  settled  purpose  to  avoid 
any  further  engagement  in  public  life.  Yet  his  career  in 
Congress  had  been  altogether  successful.  As  a  speaker,  he 
was  always  attentively  beard,  for  it  was  known  that  he 
only  spoke  when  he  had  something  to  say,  and  left  off 
when  be  had  said  it;  while  his  accurate  information  and 
large  experience  in  all  matters  connected  with  commerce 
and  finance,  gave  great  weight  to  his  opinions. 

When,  upon  the  accession  of  Mr.  Fillmore  to  the  Presi- 
dency, a  new  cabinet  was  formed,  Mr.  King  was  spoken  of 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  his  name  was  urged 
upon  Mr.  Fillmore.  Mr.  King,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  it, 
went  himself  to  Mr.  Fillmore,  and  at  once  begged  him  not 
■to  trouble  himself  a  moment  with  considering  his  (Mr. 
King's)  name,  in  reference  to  that  or  any  office,  for  he 
could  not  accept  one  under  any  circumstances. 

Putting  off  his  official  robes  with  far  more  alacrity  than 
he  had  put  them  on,  Mr.  King  returned  with  increased 
delight  to  bis  trees,  bia  garden,  and  his  beautiful  rural 
home. 

Withdrawing  himself  more  and  more  from  the  cares  and 
the  requirements  of  business,  he  gave  himself  serenely  and 
cheerfally  to  that  preparation  for  another  life,  the  need 
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of  which  advancing  years  bring  to  every  sensitive  and 
thoughtful  mind,  and  which  to  his  mind  was  branght  al' 
the  more  impressively  by  reason  of  occasional  distnrljajices 
of  the  regular  action  of  the  heart  and  lungs.  These  symp- 
toms he  accepted  withoiit  murmur,  as  a  kindly  and  mer- 
ciful warning.  "  There  is  something  wrong  here,"  he  would 
say,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  broad  chest ;  "  I  will  iight  it 
while  I  can,  but  it  is  to  prevail,"  and  beautifully  did  he 
carry  out  this  manly  sentiment. 

Thus  far  we  have  looked  at  Mr.  King  in  bis  relations  ( 
with  the  world  and  with  society,  as  a  man  of  business  and 
a  public  man.  Turn  we  now  to  the  family  circle  and  his 
inner  life.  There  he  was  tJie  radiant  center  of  as  much 
love,  happiness,  and  close  and  united  affection,  as  the  world 
has  witnessed.  His  manner,  his  voice,  his  eye,  his  smile, 
revealed  the  deep  springs  within  his  heart  of  love  and  joy, 
and  inventive,  considerate,  and  unselfish  kindness.  With  an 
exterior  somewhat  set  and  grave,  even  at  times  to  reserve ; 
with  a  steadiness  of  look  that  seemed  to  scrutinize  the  in- 
most nature,  and  that  sometimes  left  the  impression  of  cold- 
n^s,  he  united  tJie  warmest  and  tenderest  feelings,  the 
quickest  and  truest  sensibilities,  and  the  most  unselfish  and 
unchangeable  attachments. 

Of  a  well-set  and  vigorous  frame,  untouched  by  excesses 
of  any  sort,  with  health  uninter-mpted  till  toward  the  close  of 
his  life — a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body — he  took  his  part  in 
the  world  cheerfully,  hopefully,  and  with  head  and  heart 
elate.  He  was  a  thorough  man.  Diligent  and  punctual  in 
business,  he  yet  did  not  permit  it  to  shut  out  reasonable 
recreation,  and  the  society  of  his  household.  He  loved  his 
horse,  his  dog,  his  gun,  and  was  a  proficient  in  the  nee  of 
all  of  them ;  and  these  tastes  lasted  with  him  through  life^i 

The  country  had  great  charms  for  him,  and  much  of  his 
attention,  of  late  years,  was  given,  as  has  already  been  inti- 
mated, to  the  cultivation  of  fruits  and  flowers,  and  to  that 
aiost  rational,  seductive,  and  mthal,  even  an  a  mercantile 
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geiiee,  remunerating  employment,  iiie  planting  of  trees. 
The  groves  of  Higbwood  (his  residence  on  the  Weehawkcn 
HeigUte,  oppoiite  to  New  York)  will  recaH  for  generations 
the  lastefhl  and  sMIlfnl  hand  which  planted,  arranged,  and 
grouped  them.  These  cannot  follow  him,  but  they  will 
bear  witness  to  him  long  after  all  who  now  enjoy  their 
gTatefiil  shade  shall  have  followed  him  to  that  resting- 
place  where  the  funereal  cypress  weops  alone. 

Of  simple  and  ohild-lilse  faith,  of  unaffected  and  unpre- 
tending piety,  with  the  consciousness  of  a  life  well  spent, 
and  of  evei7  duty  fulfilled,  so  far  as  may  be  predicated  of 
any  mere  mortal,  with  no  rancor  in  his  heart  against  any 
human  being,  surrounded  by  all  temporal  blessings,  iu  the 
midst  of  a  devoted  famdy,  all  centering  their  affections  on 
him,  and  each  emulating  his  good  example,  with  every 
thing  to  gild  the  olose  of  life,  ho  seemed,  as  the  shadows 
were  lengthening,  to  have  withdrawn  himself  measurably 
from  tie  busy  haunts  of  men,  chiefly  that  in  his  lovely  and 
beloved  homo  he  might  busy  himself  in  devising  how  to  do 
good  to  others,  and  thus  add  still  brighter  and  more  beauti- 
ful tmts  to  the  calm  yet  glowing  sunset  which  his  prophetic 
heart  seemed  to  feel  was  near  at  hand. 

It  would  be  to  lift  too  much  the  sacied  vail  of  Kome  to 
attempt  to  specify  how,  and  how  frequently,  and  bow 
thoughtfully,  and  how  wisely,  and  how  liberally  he  eier- 
cised  his  benevolence ;  but  it  is  not  presumptuous  to  say, 
that  Heaven  seemed  to  smile  upon  bis  wishes,  and  to  hallow 
them.  One  incident  in  illustration  of  this  remark  may  be 
mentioned,  without  violating  the  sanctitisa  of  the  domestic 
hearth.  A  misunderstanding  bad  tor  some  years  existed 
and  comparative  estrangement  between  him  and  one  who 
had  been  nearly  connected  with  him  by  family  ties.  This 
state  of  things  grieved  him,  for  having  no  resentments  or 
unkindness  in  his  own  heart,  he  was  uneasy  even  under  the 
appearance  of  cheriBhiug  any.  A  casual  and  most  improb- 
able meeting  in  a  city  omnibus,  only  four  days  before  bis 
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death,  with  the  pereon  thus  eatranged,  the  inhahitant  of  an- 
other State,  afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  reconciliation. 
After  exchanging  friendly  salutations  in  the  omnibus,  when 
the  pereon  alighted  he  too  got  out,  and  when  alone  together 
said,  extending  his  hand—"  If,  without  asking  or  giving 
any  explanation,  you  are  wiUing  that  we  should  he  friends, 
Jet  it  he  so ;"  adding,  with  that  solemn  prescience  which 
sometimes  goes  before  the  event,  "  I  want,  before  I  die,  to 
be  at  peace  with  all."  The  extended  hand  was  taken— 
peace  was  his ;  and  the  last  words  heard  from  his  lips,  the 
last  smile  on  his  glowing  face,  seen  by  him  who  in  sorrow 
and  in  sadness  writes  these  lines,  was  on  the  very  next  day, 
when  he  hurst  in  upon  him  to  tell,  with  the  earnestness  of 
complete  happiness,  the  particulare  of  the  interview  just 
related.  In  less  than  sixty  htmrs  that  warm,  gentle,  gener- 
ous, manly  heart  had  ceased  to  beat,  that  tongue  was  still 
in  death. 

His  death  was  very  sudden,  and  in  this  particidar  not 
unanticipated  by  him.  Previous  severe  spasmodic  parox- 
ysms of  the  heart  and  lungs,  without  warning,  and,  so  far 
as  could  he  understood,  without  any  predisposing  cause, 
had  made  him  aware  of  the  peculiar  uncertainty  of  his  life. 
He  had  looked  at  the  case  with  the  calm  and  sound  judg- 
ment which  was  his  characteristic,  and  having  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  at  any  moment  one  of  these  paroxysms,  a 
little  more  prolonged  than  usual,  would  terminate  his  exist- 
ence, he  prepared  himself  for  such  an  issue ;  he  set  his 
house  in  order,  and,  though  manifesting  no  anxiety,  omit- 
ting no  duty,  failing  not  in  the  cheerfulness  of  his  social 
intercourse,  and  to  the  common  eye  evincing  by  no  sign 
that  he  felt  himself  to  be  at  every  instant  on  the  brink  of 
the  grave,  it  is  believed  that  he  had  not  for  a  long,  long 
while  ever  laid  his  head  on  the  pillow  at  night  without  the 
thought  that  he  might  never  see  another  morning,  nor 
without  tranquilly  saying,  as  with  his  last  breath  almost  he 
repeated — "  Thy  will  be  done." 
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And  thia  prevision  as  to  the  manner  of  iis  death  was 
realized.  On  Monday  tlie  3d  of  October,  1853,  he  had 
been  well  as  usual,  and  retired  at  his  accustomed  hour  to 
bed.  He  was  soon  and  suddenly  seized  by  one  of  those 
paroxysms.  The  remedi^  always  at  hand  before  applied 
with  success,  were  now  resorted  to  in  vain ;  and  before  the 
physician  could  reach  the  house,  or  the  family  even  be  as- 
sembled, -with  perfect  eonscionsness  and  perfect  resignation, 
without  a  stnjggle  and  almost  without  a  sigh,  he  breathed 
out  his  life,  in  less  than  half  an  hour  from  the  first  attach  of 
the  paroxysm. 

Such  was  the  peaceful  close  of  a  beautiful  life — a  life 
which  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  brief  hnes. 

Happily  bom,  carefully  educated,  with  a  high  order  of 
mind ;  early  and  happily  married,  blessed  with  dutiful  and 
affectionate  children ;  crowned  with  prosperity,  sulTounded 
with  all  men's  respect,  and  with^aU  means,  appliances,  and 
temptations  to  selfish  indulgences — James  G.  King  was 
simple  in  his  tastes  and  habits,  unostentatious,  self  denying, 
considerate  of  others,  actively  benevolent,  exact  yet  liberal 
in  business,  cheerful  and  instructive  as  a  companion,  sought 
after  and  prized  in  society,  but  loving  home  with  a  fond- 
ness which  years  rather  added  to  tlian  weakened,  and  espe- 
cially loving  cliildren  and  loved  by  them.  He  has  passed 
away ;  the  scenes  that  tnew  him  shall  know  him  no  more 
forever;  but  his  memory  will  endure,  and  his  example 
shall  not  perish  from  among  men. 

"QniadeslderioKltpudoraut  modus 


*  *  fudor  et  JustiiiiB  bot 

InooiTupta  Fides  nndaqna  Veritas, 
Qnando  nlimn  invenient  parem  1 
Multis  ille  boms  flebilie  ocoidit 
NuUi  fletaior  quam  mihi." 
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It  should  ever  make  the  heart  sorrowful,  to  see  the  good 
among  our  race  passing  away  from  earth ;  and  thrice  so 
when  the  conviction  forces  itself  upon  us,  that  we  may 
hardly  hope  their  places  will  be  filled  by  others  so  pure 
and  noble.  The  young  may  go  down  to  the  grave,  leaving 
a  spotless  name  gemmed  with  many  virtues,  and  beyond 
the  narrow  circle  of  a  few  friends  and  mourning  relatives, 
none  will  know  nor  sorrow  for  their  going ;  and  there  may 
be  many  old  men,  with  silver  hair,  who  in  their  well-spanned, 
upright  lives,  passed  quietly  and  within  narrow  limits,  have 
done  little  else  than  good  to  all  their  fellows : — these,  too, 
will  be  mourned,  though  perchance  not  by  many,  save  those 
they  knew  and  blessed  while  living ;  and  yet  when  these — 
the  yoimg  or  old — depart,  society  is  much  the  loser.  But 
when  one.  is  taken  from  us,  whose  youth  reached  back  to 
the  birth  of  oiu  republic,  whose  early  years  were  spent 
amid  the  revolutionary  struggles  of  our  fathers,  whose  ex- 
perience measured  our  whole  being  as  a  nation,  and  whose 
memoiy  thronged  with  the  recollections  of  a  period,  of 
which  every  year  leaves  fewer  living  witnesses ;  and,  when 
added  to  all  this,  an  pld  man  is  cut  down,  whose  life  since 
boyhood  has  been  one  of  activity  and  usefulness,  whose 
public  services  and  noble  benefeetiona  have  spread  widely 
his  reputation  and.  his  name  ;  then  ought  all  to  regi-et  his 
departiu-e,  for  the  whole  community  sustains  a  loss  it  need 
not  shame  to  mourn. 

Nicholas  Beown,  of  Providence,  was  a  merchant — up- 
right and  honorable — possessing  an  adventurous  spirit, 
guided  by  a  judgment  that  seldom  erred.     He  loved  the 
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emplojTnent  he  Iiad  chosen,  and  ardently  pursued  it  during 
half  a  century,  toiling  steadily  on,  and  firmly  encountering 
the  dark  changes  that  mark  the  commercial  history  of  our 
countiy  during  that  long  period.  Fortune  smiled  upon  his 
labors,  and  dealt  gently  hy  the  good  ships  and  rich  mer- 
chandise be  sent  forth  upon  the  sea  ;  and  there  are  few  men 
by  whom  the  well-eamed  wealth  of  a  long  life  has  been 
applied  so  liberally,  and  for  such  wise  and  good  purposes, 
as  by  him  whose  death  we  now  record.  We  applaud  the 
exei'tions  of  no  man,  however  adventurous  and  persever- 
ing, whose  sole  object  is  the  acquisition  of  riches,  that  he 
may  hoard  them  up  in  the  miser's  chest.  "We  think  such 
men  are  offcener  a  curse  than  a  blessing  to  the  society  in 
which  they  live ;  for  their  gold  enables  them  to  act  the 
oppressor,  when,  without  it,  they  would  be  powerless :  but 
he  who,  like  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  toils  for  wealth,  that 
with  it  he  may  glad  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-men,  and  reai- 
up  benevolent  institutions  to  cheer  the  lives  of  those  whom 
God  afflicts  with  disease  and  suffering,  deserves  to  be  re- 
membered in  gratitude,  long  after  the  marble  upon  his 
tomb  shall  have  crumbled  into  dust.  Every  age;  can  claim 
a  few  such  men,  and  right  glad  are  we  to  know  that  not 
the  least  of  these  are  merchants.  We  feel  a  pride  as  we 
con  over  their  names  and  reflect  that  for  many  generations 
that  class  of  mankind  to  whose  interests  we  have  dedicated 
this  work,  have  well  maintained  their  station  among  those 
who  are  remembered  as  the  noblest  benefactors  of  our  race. 
They  have  redeemed  the  name  of  the  merchant  from  the 
reproach  it  once  bore,  of  worshiping  naught  save  the  mam- 
mon of  gold ;  they  have  proved  him  capable  of  gathering 
in  wealth  on  the  one  hand,  and  widely  and  liberally  dis- 
pensing it  on  the  other ;  to  them  we  owe  many  of  our  most 
useful  and  enlightened  institutions,  and  to  them  we  are  in- 
debted for  much  that-  now  sheds  a  moral  and  intellectual 
light  over  the  face  of  society.     And  were  we  called  iipon 
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to  mention  one  of  the  present  age,  who  has  gone  onward 
upon  the  earth,  spreading  about  him  the  blessings  we  have 
here  mentioned,  few  could  be  named  who  have  done  more 
than  the  man  whose  life,  in  its  most  prominent  outlines,  we 
now  propose  briefly  to  trace. 

Nicholas  Brown  was  a  native  of  New  England,  and  was 
bom  on  the  ith  of  April,  1760,  at  Providence,  in  the  State 
of  Ehode  Island,  His  father  was  a  merchant  of  considera- 
ble eminence,  and  through  life  bore  the  name  of  an  honor- 
able and  good  man.  He  was  in  afHuent  circnmstances, 
and  to  this  was  his  son  indebted  for  an  education  more  lib- 
eral and  finished  than  nsaallj  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  mer- 
chant to  acquire.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  entered  Rhode 
Island  College,  since  named,  in  honor  of  himself,  Brown 
University,  from  whence  he  graduated  before  reaching  the 
age  of  eighteen.  But  two  or  three  of  his  classmates,  then 
fifteen  in  number,  are  now  living :  save  these  few,  all  have 
been  gathered  to  their  fathers.  Toward  this  institution  of 
learning  he  ever  evinced  the  warmest  veneration  and  re- 
gard ;  and  during  half  a  centnry  of  hia  life,  he  was  the 
main  pillar  of  ite  prosperity.  For  fifty  yeare  after  com- 
pleting his  studies  within  its  walls,  he  was  officially  and 
intimately  associated  with  the  councils  that  sustained  its 
rising  fame ;  and  most  generously  did  he  pour  forth  his  gold 
for  the  advancement  of  its  interests.  During  a  period  of 
twenty-nine  years  he  was  its  treasurer :  in  1791  be  was 
elected  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees  ;  and  from  1825 
untU  his  death,  he  was  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Fellows. 
At  different  periods  of  bis  life,  he  erected,  solely  at  his  own 
expense,  "  Hope  College,"  and  "  Manning  Hall,"  two  edi- 
fices attached  to  the  University,  the  latter  of  which  he 
named  in  honor  of  Dr.  Manning,  who  was  the  president  of 
the  institution  during  the  time  he  pursued  his  studies  there ; 
and  whose  memory  he  ever  cherished  with  the  utmost  re- 
spect and  admiration.     lie  gave  at  one  time  five  thousand 
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dollars  for  the  establishment  of  a  professorship ;  at  another, 
ten  thoueand  dollars  toward  the  erection  of  Rhode  Island 
Hall,  and  the  president's  mansion-house,  and  when  the 
fund  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  was  raised  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  library  and  of  the  chemical  and  philosophical 
departments,  he  bestowed  toward  it  tlie  like  munificent  do- 
nation. And  it  has  been  estimated,  that,  including  his 
bequest  to  this  University,  the  whole  amount  to  which  it 
stands  debtor  to  his  bonnty,  falls  little,  if  any,  short  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Tinder  the  auspices  of  such  a 
man,  no  one  need  wonder  that  this  temple  of  learning  now 
ranis  deservedly  high  among  its  sister  institutions  in  our 
land  ;  and  it  affords  us  deep  gratification  to  know,  that  ere 
death  made  cold  the  heart  and  dai-k  the  brain  of  him  whose 
name  it  hears,  he  saw  it  careering  onward  in  the  highest 
prosperity  and  nsefiilness. 

But  let  UB  return  to  the  earlier  periods  of  his  life.  When 
twenty-two  his  father  died,  from  whom  he  inherited  a  hand- 
some fortune  ;  and  had  he  been  like  many  young  men  thus 
situated,  whom  we  are  frequently  pained  to  see  wasting 
their  time  and  energies,  and  all  the  advantages  so  lavished 
upon  them,  in  idle,  enervating  pleasures ;  he,  too,  would 
have  squandered  his  patrimony  mid  the  gay  round  of  the 
world's  enjoyments,  leaving  behind  him  a  name  remem- 
bered only  when  read  upon  his  tombstone.  He  possessed 
all  the  elements  necessary  to  pass  a  life  of  easy  happiness. 
A  liberal  education  had  prepared  his  mind  to  enjoy  liter- 
ary  pm-suits,  the  conversation  of  the  learned,  and  the  so- 
ciety of  the  rich  and  fashionable.  "Wealth  unsought  and 
unearned  had  descended  upon  him,  placing  all  these  enjoy- 
ments within  his  reach,  and  inviting  Mm  to  taste  the  pleas- 
ures that  clustered  so  temptingly  around,  To  resist  all  these 
combined  attractions,  required  the  exercise  of  much  self- 
denial,  personal  control,  and  a  high  and  honorable  ambi- 
tion.   "Hiese  he  possessed,  and  the  romance  of  life,  at  thai 
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season  of  youth  when  the  whole  world  is  clad  in  fancy's 
brightest  colors,  waa  exchanged  for  the  silent  counting- 
room,  and  the  crowded  ■whai'f.  He  became  a  merchant  in 
the  most  ample  and  comprehensive  sense  of  that  term ;  and 
in  connection  with  the  late  Thomas  P.  Ives,  who  had  mar- 
ried his  only  sister,  commenced  his  commercial  career. 
J  a  capital  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  embark 
y  in  foreign  trade,  it  was  quickly  engi-ossed  in  wide- 
spread maritime  operations,  extending  to  almost  every 
clime  ;  and  in  the  diversified  risks  to  which  it  was  exposed, 
affording  ample  opportunities  to  test  the  strength  and  sa- 
gacity of  the  mind  by  which  it  was  controlled.  To  every 
emergency  he  was  found  fully  equal,  nor  quailed  he  in 
those  dark  hom-s  of  anxiety  to  which  the  merchant  who 
trusts  his  all  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep,  is  more  than  any 
other  man  liable  to  experience.  Nor  were  the  winds  and 
waves,  nor  the  tempests  that  dance  so  wildly  upon  the  sea, 
his  only  or  worst  enemies.  "Wai-s  troubled  the  ocean,  and 
armed  ships  swept  its  surface ;  and  the  vessel  of  the  peace- 
ful trader  was  seized  and  condemned.  The  IVench  Eevoln- 
tion,  carrying  the  destructive  policy  of -restrictive  measures 
in  its  train,  hurled  its  stormy  elements  through  the  com- 
mercial world,  burying  the  fortunes  and  crushing  the  pros- 
pects of  hundreds  in  their  course ;  and  many  years  later 
came  the  struggle  between  the  infant  navy  of  our  own 
country  and  the  colcssal  mai'itime  power  of  Great  Britain, 
spreading  disasters  to  the  commerce  of  American  mer- 
chants throughout  every  clime  and  on  every  sea :  and 
through  both  these  whirlwind  periods,  firm  as  a  rock  stood 
the  mercantile  reputation  of  Brown  and  Ives ;  the  mind  of 
its  senior  partner  growing  more  calm  and  active,  and  call- 
ing new  resources  to  its  aid,  aa  the  elements  gathered  more 
dark  and  threatening  around  the  commercial  fortunes  of 
his  house.  That  he  was  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and  for- 
got not  the  probity  and  integiity  of  the  man,  in  the  gain- 
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loving  spirit  of  the  trader,  we  need  hardly  affirm ;  and  this 
indeed  is  evidenced  in  nothing  eo  eti'ongly  as  in  his  long- 
prospered  life  ;  for  seldom  do  we  see  the  career  of  half  a 
century  flourish,  without  intorniption,  upon  the  earnings  of 
dishonesty  and  fraud.  Added  to  this  honesty  of  purpose, 
too,  which  pervaded,  and,  as  it  were,  sanctified  every  husi- 
nees  transaction  in  which  he  engaged,  was  an  elemcut  of 
snccesa  which  we  fear  is  regai'ded  hy  many  as  an  object  of 
too  little  importance  to  repay  the  toil  with  which  it  19  ac- 
quired, though  we  assure  all  such  that  nothing  is  more 
essential  to  enable  the  merchant  to  secure  a  fortunate  re- 
sult to  his  maritime  undertatings  :■ — we  mean  the  possession 
of  an  accurate  and  varied  knowledge  of  the  wants  and  re- 
sources of  his  own,  and  those  of  other  nations  to  which  his 
trade  extended.  Of  this  infoimation  he  possessed  an 
amount,  which  in  magnitude  and  usefulness  few  in  his  age 
had  acquired ;  and  this,  combined  with  that  knowledge  of 
the  commercial  marine  enjoyed  both  by  our  own  and  the 
European  world,  in  which  no  man  was  his  superior,  en- 
abled him  to  conduct  his  far-stretching  mercantile  opera- 
tions, with  a  prospect  of  ultimate  success  amounting  almost 
to  certainty. 

Until  the  death  of  his  pai-tner,  in  1836,  Mr.  Erown  con- 
tinued actively  and  unremittingly  engaged  in  the  employ- 
ment which  h^id  so  deeply  engrossed  his  energies  for  more 
than  forty  yeai-a,  and  to  which  he  seemed  bound  more  by 
habits  of  industry,  an  enterprising  spirit,  ajid  a  love  of  that 
excitement  with  which  the  mind  of  the  adventurous  mer- 
chant is  so  much  filled,  than  by  any  desire  to  enlarge  his 
already  ample  fortune.  After  that  event  he  engaged  less 
ardently  in  the  busy  concerns  of  life,  though  until  a  short 
time  previous  to  his  death  ho  was  accustomed  to  the  daily 
transaction  of  business  at  his  counting-room,  and  was  in  the 
constant  habit  of  mingling  in  the  afiaira  of  that  active  com- 
mercial world  to  which  he  had  become  wedded  by  the  ties 
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of  half  a  century.  On  the  27th  of  October,  1841,  after  anf- 
fering  a  considerable  period  witb  the  dropsy,  he  died,  in 
the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  Of  the  many  who  are 
daily  leaving  this  for  another  world,  there  are  few  whcrae 
names  will  be  so  warmly  and  reverently  cher^hed  as  the 
name  of  this  man.  Few  have  lived  eo  long  a  life  and  pass- 
ed to  the  tomb  less  tainted  with  the  vices  of  the  world ; 
and  few,  very  few  there  are  who  have  done  less  injury  and 
more  good  unto  their  fellow-men.  In  pwblie  life,  he  ever 
poreued  a  consistent  and  honorable  coiu-se.  With  his  poli- 
tics we  have  nothing  to  do.  They  were  of  the  old  whig 
school— such  as  were  entertained  by  "Washington  and  Ham- 
ilton ;  and  for  these  he  will  not  by  ns  be  upbraided  or  cen- 
sured. It  is  enough  for  us  to  tnow,  that  he  adhered  to  this 
political  creed  with  the  sincerity  and  truthfulness  of  an  up- 
right and  honest  man.  For  this— and  it  is  no  common 
virtue— he  deserves  onr  admiration.  For  many  years  he 
occupied  a  seat  in  the  legislative  councils  of  his  native 
State,  and  at  one  tune  held  the  ofBce  of  first  Senator.  The 
duties  of  these  stations  he  discharged  with  dignity  and 
honor,  not  so  much  swerved  by  the  tyrannical  dictates  of 
party  spirit  as  many  others  who  professed  to  yield  legs  obe- 
dience to  its  power.  The  last  political  act  of  his  existence 
was  performed  at  Harrisburg.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  that  met  there  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
presidency  of  our  Union.  He  cast  his  vote  for  the  depart- 
ed Harrison ;  he  saw  him  elevated  to  a  seat  a  monarch 
might  envy ;  he  saw  him  wear  his  robes  of  state  for  a  brief 
season,  and  then  sink  mto  a  grave,  lowly  as  the  tomb  of 
the  mendicant— humble  as  the  one  soon  to  be  occupied  by 
himself. 

In  private  life,  the  character  of  Mr.  Brown  was  pure  and 
unexceptionable.  Over  his  temper  and  passions  he  exer- 
cised an  almost  perfect  control,  and  natm-e  had  endowed 
him  with  a  Mnd  heart  and  generous  unpulses.     He  was 
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married  twice ;  to  his  first  wife  in  1791.  In  1798  she  died, 
and  in  1801  he  married  liis  second  wife,  who  died  in  1836. 
He  has  left  two  sons,  and  five  grandchildren.  To  hie  fam- 
ily he  was  ever  fondly  attached,  and  few  men  in  domestic 
hfe  were  loved  more  tenderly.  He  was  generous  and  char- 
itable, too,  and  delighted  in  making  glad  the  hearts  of  the 
poor,  and  from  tte  beggar  who  met  him  in  the  street  and 
asked  alms  he  tamed  not  coldly  away.  Of  his  public  char- 
ities we  hardly  need  speak— they  will  remain  to  consecrate 
his  memory,  long  after  this  brief  notice  of  his  life  shall  have 
been  cast  aside  and  forgotten.  N^or  were  his  benefactions 
confined  to  that  noble  institution  we  have  before  mentioned, 
and  which  bears  his  name ;  the  broadest  views  of  the  most 
generous  philanthi-opist  could  not  have  extended  them  more 
widely.  His  gold  was  ireely  bestowed  to  aid  the  spread  of 
ttie  gospel  in  heathen  lands ;  and  he  gave,  too,  without  oa- 
tentation,  as  becometh  the  Christian  and  the  good  man. 
"Without  that  pai'ade  of  godliness  which  ever  detracts  so 
much  from  the  true  value  of  the  most  liberal  bounty,  he 
often  assisted  the  church  at  home  with  heavy  contributions ; 
and  by  the  calm  and  steady  influence  which  the  man  who 
passes  a  long  life  wisely  and  well  may  at  all  times  exercise, 
aided  by  the  energies  of  a  mind  that  loved  the  promotion 
of  good  works,  he  united  his  exertions  with  those  of  others 
in  advancing  the  canse  of  morality  and  religion,  wherever 
his  fortune  or  personal  efforts  could  accomplish  those  ob- 
jects. As  he  drew  -nearer  the  grave,  ttie  love  he  had  ever 
borne  his  race  seemed  to  gi-ow  more  strongly  upon  him, 
and  all  the  kindlier  feelings  of  his  nature  were  manifested 
with  no  less  warmth  than  in  the  prime  of  manhood.  "With 
those  whom  disease  had  stricken  in  mind  or  body,  he  had 
always  sympathized ;  and  that  while  standing  on  the  bor. 
ders  of  another  world  he  forgot  not  to  provide  for  the 
afflicted  among  his  fellows,  most  impressively  appeara  in 
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the  following  bequest  extracted  from  one  of  tHe  codicils 
annexed  to  his  last  Will  and  Testament : 

"And  whereas,  it  has  long  been  deeply  impressed  on 
my  mind,  that  an  Insane  or  Lunatic  Hospital,  or  lietreat 
for  the  Insane,  should  be  established  npon  a  firm  and  per- 
manent basis,  under  an  act  of  the  legislature,  where  that 
unhappy  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  are,  by  the  visi- 
tation of  Providence,  deprived  of  their  reason,  may  find  a 
safe  retreat,  and  be  provided  with  whatever  may  be  most 
conducive  to  their  comfort,  and  to  their  restoration  to  a 
sound  state  of  mind :  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  an 
object  so  desirable,  and  in  the  hope  that  such  an  establish- 
ment may  soon  be  commenced,  I  do  hereby  set  apart  and 
give,  devise  and  bequeath,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  towards  the  erection  of  an  Insane  or  Lunatic  Hos- 
pital, or  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  or  by  whatever  other  name 
it  may  be  called,  to  be  located  in  Providence  or  its  vicin- 
i^;  and  I  do  hereby  order  and  direct  my  said  executors, 
to  pay  the  said  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  the  pro- 
motion and  advancement  of  an  institution  for  that  object, 
trusting,  and  fully  confiding  in  my  executors,  that  they  will 
carefully  examine,  and  be  satisfied  that  the  establishment  is 
placed  on  a  firm  and  legal  basis ;  and  that  the  payment  of 
lihe  above  amount  be  made  at  such  times  and  in  such  sums 
as  will  beat  promote  the  desired  object,  and  he  least  preju- 
dicial to  the  settlement  of  my  own  estates ;  hoping  that  my 
sons  and  other  fiiends  will  co-operate  in  tlie  humane  and 
benevolent  design,  that  the  benefits  of  the  institution  may 
soon  be  realized." 

This  is  a  generous  gift  for  a  most  noble  purpose,  and  we 
trust  no  time  will  be  lost  in  incorporating  an  institution 
equal  in  permanency  and  usefulness  to  the  one  contem- 
plated by  the  depai'ted  donor.  That  it  should  bear  his 
name  upon  its  portals,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  its 
founder,  is  a  matter  of  such  bare  and  common  justice,  as 
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well  to  him  as  to  his  descendants,  and  all  those  who  love 
his  nauie,  that  we  need  hardly  say  it  can  be  called  by  no 
other ;  and  ere  long  we  hope  to  see  "  Brawn's  Keti'eat  for 
the  Insane,"  rearing  its  ample  architectme  in  or  near  the 
city  in  which  he  was  hom,  and  loved  to  dwell.  It  is  not 
long  since,  that  those  whom  reason  deserted,  were  treated 
with  as  much,  nay  more  cruelty,  than  the  worst  of  felons  ; 
were  chained  like  raving  devils,  and  made  to  endure 
stripes,  and  starvation,  and  privations  unknown  to  male- 
factors ; — as  though  the  most  effectual  way  to  restore  man's 
intellect  to  its  majesty  and  strength,  were  to  treat  him  like 
a  beast  of  prey ; — as  thotigh,  in  fact,  be  had  no  intellect  at 
all.  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  in  our  own  land  they 
have  endured  such  barbarous  and  unchristian  usage ; 
.  though  until  some  few  years  back,  we  believe  more  expense 
and  care  have  been  bestowed,  and  more  anxiety  mani- 
fested, to  rid  society  of  the  wretched  maniac  by  seques- 
tering him  from  home  and  friends,  and  all  the  comforfa 
that  God's  creatures  possessed  of  sane  mental  faculties 
enjoy,  than  were  expended  in  cming  the  disease  that  daily 
shattered  bis  expiring  intellect.  But  could  the  cells  of 
some  private  mad-houses,  that  once  disgraced  old  England, 
speak,  they  would  tell  tales  of  suffering  and  horror,  en- 
dured by  their  inmates,  more  dreadful  than  any  we  have 
described,  or  can  picture  here.  We  thank  heaven,  though, 
that  the  cruelties  which  once  cursed  the  miserable  lunatic, 
rendering  his  recovery  little  short  of  a  miracle,  no  longer 
exist :  a  humane  and  enlightened  system  of  treatment  has 
been  adopted  and  caiTied  ont,  both  in  this  and  other  lands ; 
and  in  otu-  own  opinion,  the  liberal  bequest  we  have  men- 
tioned could  not  have  been  so  well  bestowed,  as  for  the 
truly  wise  and  charitable  purpose  to  which  it  will  be  ap- 
propriated. 

From  what  wo  have  here  written  of  Mr.  Brown,  no  one 
will  doubt  that  he  was  a  religious  and  good  man.    His 
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views  of  Chn'stianity  were  troad  and  comprehensive,  and 
we  cannot  more  clearly  and  strongly  express  tlie  opimon  he 
entertained  of  responsibility  to  his  Maker,  than  by  present- 
ing the  following  extract  from  the  will  we  have  before 
mentioned ; 

"  Be  it  remembered,  that  whereas  I,  Nicholas  Brown,  of 
Slie  city  of  Providence,  of  the  county  of  Providence,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  mer- 
chant, have  heretofore  made  and  published  my  last  will 
and  testament,  bearing  date  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1825,  in  and  by  which  I  made 
large  devises  and  becjueats,  and  invested  extensive  trusts 
and  powers  severally  in  my  then  honored  and  affectionate 
wife,  Mary  Brown ;  in  my  kind  and  beloved  daughter,  Ann 
Brown  Francis,  then  the  wife  of  John  B.  Francis,  Esc[uii-e, 
and  in  my  highly  esteemed  friend,  partner,  and  brother, 
Thomas  P.  Ives,  Esq. :  and  whereas  the  all-wise  Dispenser 
of  events  has  seen  fit,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  to  remove  by 
death  my  said  wife,  daughter,  and  brother,  and  has  also 
seen  fit  mercifully  to  extend  the  period  of  my  own  earthly 
existence  far  beyond  what  I  had  reason  to  expect,  thereby 
affording  to  me  time  and  opportunity  for  carrying  into  effect 
many  of  the  benevolent  plans  and  desigiK  which  formerly 
I  had  in  view:  in  order,  therefore,  to  provide  for  what 
remains  yet  to  be  performed,  and  under  a  deep  sense  of 
the  high  account  I  shall  soon  be  called  to  render  to  Him 
who  bestows  eartlily  good  and  immortal  joy,  I  do  hereby 
revoke  and  annul  mj  said  will  under  the  date  aforesaid, 
and  proceed  to  make,  publish,  and  declare,  this  as  my  last 
will  and  testament." 

We  have  remarked  that  Mr.  Brown  was  a  Christian 
man ;  but  he  was  no  sectarian ;  nor  did  he  ever  make  any 
public  declaration  of  the  faith  he  worshiped.  No  man 
read  the  scriptures  more  devoutly,  and  few  attended  more 
steady  in  Grod's  temple  on  the  sabbath ;  and  none  were 
15 
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more  ready  than  lie  to  discover  and  trace  the  hand  and 
the  providence  of  his  Maker  in  all  the  -works  of  his  creation. 
Through  the  varied  changes  of  a  prolonged  life,  he  main- 
tained a  spotless  reputation,  an  honored  name :  his  heart 
was  pure  and  kind,  his  sentiments  nohle :  hy  nearly  aU 
■who  knew  him  he  was  loved  and  reverenced ;  and  none 
could  say  he  oppressed  the  poor,  or  inflicted  wrong  upon 
his  fellow-men.  His  career  is  closed — he  is  gathered  to 
his  fathers— his  hody  is  in  the  grave — -his  spirit  in  a  world 
of  r 
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The  moral  and  JnteEeetual  features  of  different  individu- 
als are  generally  as  strongly  marked  as  tbolr  peraonal  ap- 
pearance. Each  man  exhibite  a  group  of  distinctive  traits 
belonging  to  the  mind  or  the  heart,  which,  -whether  they 
are  the  offiipiing  of  some  natural  tendency,  or  the  result  of 
education,  enable  him  to  perform  his  part  with  greater  effect 
in  a  particnlar  circle  of  action,  connected  either  -with  the 
arts  or  the  sciences,  poetiy,  philosophy,  commerce,  or  elo- 
quence. We  design  to  devote  this  paper  to  a  sketch  of 
one  who  fiUed  a  large  space  in  the  mercantile  history  of 
our  own  country,  displaying  a  character  that  was  original 
and  striking,  and  colored  by  events  of  deep  interest  and 
importance  fo  those  who  ai'e  engaged  in  the  bustling  scenes 
of  commercial  traffic. 

Stephen  GujAKn  was  bom  on  the  21et  of  May,  1750, 
within  the  environs  of  Bordeaux,  in  Trance.  He  was 
the  eldest  of  five  children  who  were  descended  from 
Pierre  Girard,  described  in  the  registiy  of  baptism,  now 
preserved  in  that  city,  as  a  sea-captain,  and  Madame 
Lafargue,  his  wife.  During  the  early  age  of  ten  or  twelve 
he  left  his  native  country,  having  embarked  in  a  vessel 
bound  for  the  "West  Indies,  in  the  capacity  of  a  cabin- 
boy,  without  education,  excepting  a  limited  knowledge 
of  the  elements  of  reading  and  writing.  The  loss  of 
his  eye  at  that  time,  which  was  made  the  subject  of 
ridicule  among  his  early  associates,  tended  probably  to 
sour  his  temper ;  and  with  this  physical  deformity,  with- 
out pecuniary  means  or  patronage,  he  was  thrown  friend- 
less upon  iJie  world.     Eemaining  but  &  short  time  in  the .. 
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West  Lidies,  lie  soon  sailed  from  those  islands  in  the 
service  of  a  shipmaster,  to  whom  he  had  probably  bound 
himself  aa  a  cabin-boj  and  apprentice,  and  reached  the 
poi-t  of  New  York.  Girard  appears  to  have  gained  the 
confidence  and  attachment  of  his  employer,  and  he  was 
snccesaively  promoted  to  the  station  of  mate,  and  after- 
ward to  the  office  of  captain  of  a  email  vessel,  when  his 
master  left  the  sea,  and  in  the  performance  of  its  duties  he 
made  several  successfal  voyages  to  New  Orleans.  Em- 
barking in  adventures  which  are  cnstomary  among  those 
who  are  engaged  in  such  service,  he  gradually  collected 
from  time  to  time  small  means  which  furnished  him  a 
capital  stock  on  which  to  trade,  and  indeed  he  soon  be- 
came part  owner  of  the  cargo  and  ship  which  he  com- 
manded between  the  two  places.  The  circumstances  that 
induced  him  first  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  are  not  ascer- 
tained; but,  in  1769,  he  is  found  au  obscure  trader, 
unknown,  excepting  within  a  very  limited  circle,  opening 
his  shop  in  Water-street,  of  that  city,  where  he  was  re- 
garded merely  as  a  quiet  and  thrifty  man. 

At  this  time  his  affections  appear  to  have  been  interested 
in  the  daughter  of  an  old  canlker,  or  shipbuilder,  who  re- 
sided in  that  section  of  the  city.  The  object  of  his  attach- 
ment was  Mary,  or  Polly  Lum,  as  she  was  then  familiarly 
called,  a  damsel  who  was  then  but  very  young,  and  dis- 
tinguished for  her  plain  comeliness,  resided  as  a  servant- 
girl  in  the  family  of  one  of  the  citizens.  As  soon  as  it  was 
found  that  affairs  were  hastening  to  a  crisis,  and  Girard 
harbored  serious  designs  of  making  her  his  wife,  a  feeling 
of  downright  opposition  was  aroused,  and  he  was  forbidden 
an  entrance  to  the  house.  This  dilBculty  was,  however, 
encountered  with  success,  and  Polly  Lum  became  liis  wife. 
The  matrimonial  alliance  thus  formed  was  attended  with 
any  thing  but  domestic  happiness.  A  want  of  congeniality 
in  their  dispositions,  a  neglect  of  duty  on  her  own  part,  or 
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an  austere  and  morose  temper  in  himself,  appears  to  have 
prevented  any  poition  of  domestic  bliss,  wliicli  ended  in 
his  apphcation  to  the  legislatm'e  of  Pennsylvania  for  a 
divorce.  By  this  maiiiage  there  was  only  one  child,  who 
soon  died.  Upon  hia  maifiage  Girard  rented  a  small  house 
in  Water-street,  where  he  continued  hia  pursuits,  as  sea- 
captain,  ship-owner,  and  merchant,  according  as  either 
tind  of  business  appeared  to  furnish  the  greater  chances  of 
profit.  During  his  occasional  visits  to  New  York,  he  very 
soon  became  acc^uainted  with  David  Ramsey,  Kaq.,  of  ttie 
last-named  city,  who  gave  him  letters  to  Isaac  Hazlehurst, 
Esq^.,  of  Philadelphia.  With  the  latter  gentleman  Girard 
entered  into  business,  and  the  partnership  purchased  two 
vessels  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  a  trade  with  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo.  These  vessels  were  each  armed 
with  one  gnn,  and  set  eail  for  that  purpose.  The  brigs 
were,  however,  destined  to  misfortune,  for  they  were  soon 
captured  and  sent  to  Jamaica,  a  mishap  which  soon  dis- 
solved the  firm.  No  distinct  traces  of  the  movements  of 
Mr.  Grirard  appear  from  the  year  1772  to  1776,  but  it  is 
highly  probable  that  he  continued  in  his  old  business, 
acting  ^temately  as  shipmaster  and  merchant,  dispatching 
goods  to  New  Orleans  or  St.  Domingo,  and  remaining  at 
home  for  a  time,  to  settle  his  accounts  and  adjust  the 
profits. 

The  war  which  soon  followed  swept  the  commercial  en- 
terprises of  Stephen  Girard  from  the  ocean,  and  induced 
him  to  open  a  small  grocery  shop  in  Water- street,  that  was 
connected  with  what  might  be  termed  a  bottling  establish- 
ment, or  a  place  in  which  his  most  favorite  occupation  was 
the  bottling  of  claret  and  cider ;  but  on  the  alleged  ap- 
proach of  the  British  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  about  the 
year  1777,  having  purchased  a  small  tract  of  laud,  called 
Mount  H.oUey,  from  bis  old  partner,  Mr.  Hazlehurst,  on 
which  there  was  a  house,  he  removed  to  that  place,  and 
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continued  his  favorite  occupation  of  bottling  the  fiuids  that 
■we  have  mentioned  for  the  market,  from  which  he  reaped 
comiderahle  profit ;  for  the  vicinity  of  his  residence  was 
the  place  of  the  American  encampment,  and  the  sales  of 
his  bottled  claret  and  cider  to  the  American  soldiers  was  a 
source  of  no  inconsiderable  gain.  At  this  point  he  re- 
mained until  17T9,  occasionally  making  a  voyage  to  Phila- 
delphia in  a  boat,  as  his  stock  required  replenishing,  or  he 
wished  to  carry  his  bottled  cider  or  claret  to  market,  inso- 
much that  he  was  frequently  called  an  aquatic  peddler ;  a 
course  of  traffic  that  he  would  doubtless  have  followed  had 
any  chances  been  proffered  to  him  of  gain ;  for  labor  of 
any  sort  was  to  his  mind  a  binding  duty,  and  none  liat 
wonld  yield  profit  was  too  humble  to  be  scorned.  At  tliis 
period  his  personal  appearance  was  any  thing  hut  pre- 
possessing. Coarse,  ungainly,  and  rough,  his  low  biit 
sturdy  form  presented  a  vulgar  aspect,  which  was  height- 
ened by  the  dingy  and  dark  shade  of  his  skin,  which  was 
not  changed  by  the  play  of  a  single  passion,  and  by  the 
loss  of  life  eye,  which  caused  him  to  appear  even  more 
forbidding.  The  appearance  of  his  person  met 'with  the 
derision  of  some  of  his  more  intimate  friends,  but  he  bore 
their  jeers  with  unmoved  fortitude,  preserving  in  general  a 
■taciturn  demeauor,  and  concealing  the  buraing  ambition 
which  at  that  time  must  have  been  struggling  in  his  breast. 
Upon  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British,  in 
1179,  Girard  was  found  returning  to  the  city  and  occupying 
a  range  of  frame  stores  upon  the  east  side  of  Water-street, 
simply  attired,  and  so  perfectly  plain  in  his  appearance, 
that  he  was  accustomed  to  go  by  the  name  of  "  Old  Girard," 
in  allusion  to  that  fact.  At  this  period  his  store  was  filled 
with  pieces  of  cordage,  sails,  and  old  blocks,  besides  other 
apparatus,  which  were  probahly  to  be  Tised  in  fitting  out 
ships  that  at  this  time  he  had  probably  projected,  and  that 
were  afterward  destined  to  dot  the  ocean.     His  profits  at 
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ttig  peiiod  must  have  been  small,  aa  the  commercial 
condition  of  the  country  was  much  depressed,  being  pros- 
trated bj  the  British,  who  had  devastated  all  within  their 
reach. 

In  1780,  Mr.  Girard  again  entered  upon  the  Wew  Orleans 
and  St.  Domingo  ti'ade,  which  he  prosecuted  auccessfally, 
and  increased  his  gains  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  ena- 
bled to  extend  his  enterprises  to  a  much  broader  scale. 
Two  years  afterward,  he  took  a  lease  often  years  of  a  range 
of  brick  and  frame  stores,  one  of  which  he  occupied  him- 
self; and  the  rents  being  at  that  time  very  low,  it  ia  ob- 
vions  that  a  large  amount  of  gain  must  have  been  derived 
from  this  lease^  especially  as  he  had  secured  the  privilege 
of  renewal  for  the  same  period.  Indeed,  he  confesses  him- 
self, that  it  was  this  lease  which  furnished  the  foundation 
of  his  subsequent  good  fortune.  Soon  after  this  time,  Ste- 
phen was  induced  to  enter  into  partnership  with  hia  brother, 
Capt.  John  Girard,  in  connection  with  a  firm  which  was 
then  prosecuting  a  very  successful  commerce  with  the  West 
Indies.  But  bickerings  soon  sprang  up  between  the  two 
brothers,-  and  these  contentions  bad  grown  to  such  bitter- 
ness that,  in  1790,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  call  in  an  um- 
pire for  the  adjustment  of  the  concerns,  with  a  view  to  the 
dissolution  of  the  partnership ;  and  the  whole  amoimt  of 
the  fortune  of  Stephen,  which  fell  to  his  share  from  the 
concern,  was  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  domestic  diffi- 
culties of  Jlr.  Gii-ard  with  his  wife  soon  ripened  to  a  crisis 
which  attracted  the  attention  of  their  most  intimate  friends, 
and  daring  this  year  Mary  Girard  was  admitted  as  an  iu- 
sane  patient  into  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Here  she 
continued  until  the  year  1815,  when  she  died,  having  re- 
mained ,in  that  institution  twenty-five  years  and  one  month. 
On,  receiving  information  of  her  death,  her  husband  selectr 
ed  the  place  of  her  interment,  and  requested  that  as  soon  as 
all  the  arrangements  for  her  funeral  had  been  completed, 
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he  should  be  called.  At  the  close  of  the  day,  her  coffin 
■was  seen  moving  along  the  avenue  to  the  gi'ave,  and  was 
there  deposited  in  the  manner  of  the  Friends.  Among  the 
group  of  mourners  was  her  husband,  whose  countenance  re- 
mained unchanged  as  monumental  bronze  while  the  funeral 
obsequies  were  performing.  He  shed  no  tear ;  and  after 
bending  over  the  remains  of  his  wife,  as  if  to  take  a  last 
look,  he  depai'ted,  saying  to  his  companions,  in  the  tone  of 
a  stoic,  as  he  left  the  silent  spot,  "  It  is  very  well,"  and  tlxus 
retm'ned  home.  Some  reparation  was,  however,  made  for 
this  unfeeling  spiiit  by  a  gift  to  the  hospital,  about  this 
time,  of  three  thousand  dollaa's,  besides  suitable  presents  to 
the  attendants,  and  also  a  considerable  sum  that  was  origi- 
nally gi-anted,  including  his  fee  as  a  member  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

Ei'om  the  time  of  the'  dissolution  of  his  partnership  with 
his  brother,  the  career  of  Girard  in  the  acquisition  of  wealth 
■was  much  brightened,  and  a  cii'cunBtance  occurred  which 
was  ti-agic  in  its  consequences,  while  it  tended  to  swell  his 
coffers.  Having  been  engaged  at  that  time  in  the  West 
India  trade,  and  particularly  in  that  of  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, in  which  port  he  had  at  that  time  two  vessels,  it 
chanced  that  during  the  period  of  the  well-known,  insurrec- 
tion upon  that  island  these  vessels  were  lying  at  the  wharf. 
On  Uie  sudden  outbreak,  the  plantera,  as  was  natmrnl,  rushed 
to  the  docks  and  deposited  their  most  valuable  ti'easures  in 
the  ships  that  were  there  lying,  for  the  purpose  of  their 
safety,  and  returned  in  order  to  the  securing  of  more.  But 
the  result  was  such  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  for  but 
few  claimants  ever  appeared,  the  greater  part  having  been 
ma^acred ;  and  the  vessels  of  Girard  were  found  -laden 
with  property  of  great  value,  whose  owners  could  not  be 
found,  atler  the  most  liberal  advertising.  This  property, 
consisting  in  value  of  about  fifty  thousand  dollars,  was 
transported  to  Philadelphia,  and  tended  to  add  largely  to 
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his  already  considerable  fortune,  as  tlie  original  ownei'S, 
consisting  of  entire  families,  had  been  swept  away  amid  the 
pillage  and  devastation  of  that  island.  In  the  yeai- 1791, 
and  the  subsequent  year,  Mr.  Girard  commenced  the  build- 
ing of  those  beautiful  ships  which  have  ever  been  the  pride 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  veseela  which  soon  engaged 
largely  in  the  trade  with  Calcutta  and  China.  The  names 
of  some  of  these  ships,  while  they  indicate  the  national 
prepossessions  of  their  owner,  also  show  the  early  bent  of 
his  mind,  being  called  the  Montesquieu,  Helvetius,  Vol- 
taire, and  Eousseau.  At  this  period  the  desire  of  fame,  the 
movements  of  ambition,  seeking  money,  not  from  avarice, 
but  as  a  means  of  power,  appear  to  have  taken  a  firm  hold 
upon  his  mind ;  and  amid  the  abstract  musings  of  the  lone 
man,  regarded  with  no  affection  by  a  human  being — a  man 
whose  sympathies  appear  to  have  been  steeled  against  the 
world,  he  was  doubtless,  in  the  cold  recesses  of  his  solitary 
heart,  even  while  calculating  the  interest  upon  the  tenth 
part  of  a  cent,  projecting  fabrics  of  anticipated  renown, 
upon  whose  walls  his  own  name  would  be  written  in  letters 
of  living  and  enduring  light. 

"We  now  approach  a  period  in.  the  life  of  Mr.  Girard 
which  tended  in  good  measure  to  relieve  Ms  character  from 
the  imputation  of  selfishness  and  want  of  feeling,  that  had 
to  this  time  so  deeply  shaded  it.  We  allude  to  the  part 
that  he  bore  in  that  terrific  pestilence  which,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, in  the  year  1793,  broke  out  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, converting  that  beautiful  metropolis  into  a  foul 
and  disgusting  charnel-house.  During  the  time  to  which 
we  refer,  the  yellow  fever  had  produced  ravages  and  re- 
volting scenes  of  misery  which  have  never  been  equaled  in 
the  country,  and  that  have  been  seldom  witnessed  any- 
where. Whole  streefe  were  left  tenantless,  excepting,  per- 
haps, by  the  dead  bodies  of  their  former  occupants,  that 
had  been  forsaken  by  their  friends.     The  heai'se  was  the 
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yeticle  that  was  most  frequently  seen  in  the  streets.  The 
obsequies  of  an  ordinary  funeral  were  denied  to  those  ■who 
would,  bnt  a  short  time  previotra,  have  attracted  crowds  of 
mourners  to  their  graves.  The  individual  who  was  seen 
with  the  badges  of  mourning  upon  his  arm  was  avoided  as 
tlie  TJpas-ti'ee,  and  almost  every  pei-son  was  involved  in  the 
fumes  of  camphor  or  tobacco.  "While  this  pestilence  was 
raging  at  its  utmost  height,  an  individual,  of  low  and  square 
stature,  was  perceived  alighting  from  a  coach  which  drew 
up  before  an  hospital  where  the  most  loathsome  victims  of 
this  disease  had  been  collected  for  the  purpose  of  being  at- 
tended by  medical  aid.  The  man  entered  this  living  sep- 
nlehre,  and  soon  returned  bearing  in  his  arms  a  form  that 
appeared  to  be  suffering  in  the  last  stages  of  the  fever — a 
being  whose  countenance  was  suffused  with  that  saffron 
color  which  seemed  to  be  the  certain  harbinger  of  death. 
The  body  was  deposited  in  a  coach,  and  the  can-iage  drove 
away.  The  man  who  was  thus  seen  performing  this  act 
was  St&pJien  Gward.  It  might  he,  and  indeed  has  been 
said,  that  having  gone  through  the  seasoning  process  in  a 
tropical  climate,  he  was  proof  against  the  disease.  Bnt 
whether  that  was  or  was  not  the  case,  it  does  not  abate  in 
any  measure  the  credit  which  is  his  due  in  thus  exposing, 
at  least,  his  life  in  behalf  of  a  fellow-being.  And  it  is  a 
well-attested  fact,  that  during  the  prevalence  of  the  disease 
he  continued  a  constant  attendant  in  the  hospital,  perform- 
ing all  those  offices  which  would  seem  revolting  to  the  most 
humble  menial. 

In  the  midst  of  this  terrific  pestilence,  an  anonymous  call 
appeared  on  the  10th  of  September,  in  the  Federal  Gaj;ettc, 
-the  only  paper  wliich  continued  to  be  published,  stating 
that  all  but  three  of  the  Visitors  of  the  Poor  had  either  fled 
or  succumbed  to  the  disease,  and  begging  for  assistance  from 
such  benevolent  citizens  as  would  volunteer  their  aid.  In 
consequence  of  this  call,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  City 
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Hall  on  tlie  12th,  and  another  on  tlie  14th  of  that  month, 
at  which  a  committee  was  appointed  of  those  who  volun- 
taiily  offered  their  serricea  in  the  dangerous  imdertaking. 
This  committee,  originally  consisting  of  twenty-seven,  but 
which  "ultimately  dwindled  to  twelve  membera,  immedi- 
ately proceeded  to  take  active  measures  for  the  relief  of  the 
distressed.  Their  first  care  was  directed  to  the  organization 
of  the  hospital  at  Bush  Hill,  which  was  reported  by  the 
physician  in  attendance  as  being  without  order  or  regular 
tion,  far  from  clean,  and  in  immediate  want  of  qnalifled 
persons  to  begin  and  establish  the  necesaaiy  arrangements. 
These  qualified  agents  were  not  to  be  had.  Money  could 
not  purchase  such  self-devotion,  for  the  entrance  to  that 
peat-houae  was  deemed  but  a  passage  to  the  grave.  At  this 
trying  moment,  two  men  magnanimously  offered  themaelvea 
as  the  forlorn  hope  of  the  committee.  On  the  minutes  of 
that  body,  under  date  of  September  15,  is  found  the  follow- 
ing extract :  "  Stephen  Girard,  and  Peter  Helm,  membera 
of  the  committee,  commiserating  the  calamitous  state  to 
which  the  sick  may  probably  be  reduced  for  want  of  suitar 
ble  persons  to  superintend  the  hospital,  voluntarily  offered 
their  services  for  that  benevolent  employment."  The  late 
Mathew  Carey,  himself  also  a  member  of  that  body,  de- 
scribing this  incident,  writ^  as  foUows :  "  At  the  meeting 
on  Sunday,  September  the  15tb,  a  circiimatance  occun-ed 
to  which  the  moat  glowing  pencil  can  hardly  do  justice. 
Stephen  Girard,  a  wealthy  merchant,  a  native  of  ^France, 
and  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  sympathizing, 
with  the  wretched  situation  of  the  sufferers  at  Euah  Hill, 
voluntarily  and  unexpectedly  offered  himself  as  a  manager 
to  superintend  that  hospital.  The  surprise  and  satisfaction 
excited  by  this  extraordinary  effort  of  humanity,  can  be 
better  conceived  than  expressed." 

To  estimate  properly  the  value  of  this  act  of  aelf-devotion, 
we  must  call  to  mind  that  Mr.  Girai'd  waa  then  in  the  zenith 
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of  Ms  life,  and  already  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence,  witli 
a  prospect  before  him  of  a  long  career  of  happiness,  nsefnl- 
nesa,  and  riches.  A  foreigner,  and  -without  immediate 
family,  it  cotild  not  be  expected  that  any  strong  bonds  of 
sympatiy  existed  between  him  and  the  people  of  that  pes- 
tilence-stricken city.  Before  him  stood  probable  death  in 
its  most  repulsive  form  ;  certain  and  heavy  losses  were  to 
be  entailed  in  the  neglect  of  his  private  interests ;  the  most 
loathsome  and  the  most  menial  duti^  were  to  be  performed 
in  person  ;  and  the  possible  reward  all  of  this  was  a  name- 
less grave  upon  the  heights  of  Bnsh  HiU. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  on  which  he  offered  his 
services,  Mr.  Girard  entered  upon  his  duties,  and  his  per- 
severing and  decisive  character  was  immediately  felt  in 
every  thing.  Order  soon  reigned  where  all  before  was  con- 
fusion ;  cleanliness  took  the  place  of  filth ;  attendants  and 
medicines  were  at  hand ;  supplies  and  accommodations 
■were  provided,  and  on  the  very  next  day  he  reported  the 
hospital  as  ready  to  afford  every  assistance.  The  following 
interesting  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  him  at  this  time 
to  his  fi-iend  Samatan  in  Marseilles,  describes  vividly  the 
condition  of  things  in  this  unfortunate  city.  "  The  moi'- 
tality  is  so  great,  and  the  fear  so  general,  that  it  is  no 
longer  possible  to  find  nurses  for  the  sick,  or  men  to  bury 
the  dead.  In  fine,  we  are  in  a  moat  deplorable  situation. 
Those  of  our  people  who  have  escaped  the  disease,  have  fled 
from  their  homes ;  almost  all  the  houses  are  closed,  and  Phil- 
adelphians  are  not  received  into  the  neighboring  villages 
without  undergoing  quarantine.  The  few  who  have  had  the 
courage  to  remain,  have  established  an  hospital  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  city,  for  the  reception  of  the  unfortunate. 
I  am  the  active  director,  which  causes  me  much  anxiety. 
I  do  not  know  when  the  disease  will  cease.  I  am  about 
leaving  this  moment  for  the  hospital,  where  tlie  great  nura- 
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Der  of  the  siclt,  who  are  constantly  arriving,  requires  my 
constant  presence." 

For  sixty  days  lie  continued  to  discharge  hia  datieg  at  the 
hospital,  and  np  to  the  9th  of  Mai-eh  following,  when  the 
committee  conclnded  its  labors,  and  ceased  to  exist,  his 
name  is  found  upon  the  records  aa  a  faithful  attendant  at 
its  meetings.  And  these  noble  men  did  not  confine  them- 
selves to  mere  efforls  to  stay  the  disease.  They  raised  upon 
their  individual  credit  the  necessaiy  funds,  until  public 
contributions  could  reimburse  iSiem;  they  supplied  the 
poor  with  money,  provisions,  and  firewood ;  they  furnished 
burial  for  the  dead  ;  they  received  under  their  care  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two  orphan  children  (many  of  them  infants), 
■  whose  natural  protectors  had  perished  of  the  fever ;  they 
cleansed  and  purified  aU  infected  places ;  and  they  ceased 
their  laboi-s  only  when  they  had  taten  precautions  against 
a  similar  calamity  in  future,  by  procuring  better  sanitary 
regulations,  and  a  permanent  hospital  for  such  diseases. 

The  deadly  nature  of  the' sickness  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact,  that  during  the  period  between  the  1st  of  August 
and  the  9th  of  November,  4031  interments  took  place  in 
the  burial  grounds  in  and  about  the  city,  out  of  a  popula- 
tion of  not  quite  25,000  persons  who  remained  in  Phila- 
delphia and  the  districts  dming  the  plague. 

The  feelings  which  actuated  Mr.  Girard,  and  the  modest 
estimate  which  he  had  placed  upon  these  services,  may  be 
beat  infen-cd  from  the  following  extracts  of  the  veiy  few 
and  brief  letters  which  he  appears  to  have  wi-itten  during 
the  continuance  of  the  disease.  "  The  deplorable  situation 
to  which  fright  and  sickness  have  reduced  the  inhabitants 
of  our  city,  demands  succor  from  those  who  do  not  fear 
death,  or  who  at  least  do  not  see  any  risk  in  the  epidemic 
which  now  prevails  here.  This  will  occupy  me  for  some 
time,  and  if  I  have  the  misfortune  to  succumb,  I  will  have 
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at  least  tbe  satisfaction  to  have  peformed  a  dutj  which  we 
all  owe  to  each  other."  (Letter  to  Les  Fils  de  P.  Change- 
raux  &  Co.,  Baltimore,  September  16th,  1793.)  "  You  will 
receive  my  tbants  for  your  high  opinion  respecting  iny 
occupation  in  the  calamity  which  has  lately  afflicted  my 
fellow-citizens.  On  that  occasion,  I  only  regret  that  my 
strength  and  ability  have  not  folly  seconded  my  good-will." 
(To  John  Fenis,  INew  York,  N'ovember  4th,  1793.)  Among 
the  proudest  memorials  of  its  foimder  which  the  college  now 
pc«seases,  is  a  worm-eaten  and  dust-covered  chest,  contain- 
ing the  records  and  papers  connected  with  his  administra- 
tion of  the  hospital  during  that  eventful  period. 

JjL  1797  and  1798,  tbe  fever  again  prevailed  in  Philadel- 
phia with  fearful  violence,  and  again  Mr.  Girard  esbibited 
the  same  enlarged  philanthi'opy,  and  the  same  disregard  of 
danger,  by  liberal  coutrihntions  and  personal  services  to 
the  sick  and  dying. 

His  belief  in  the  many  simple  remedies  with  which  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  treating  the  sick,  was  accompanied,  as 
is  not  imusual  in  such  cases,  with  a  rather  dispai'aging  opin- 
ion of  the  medical  profession.  In  the  annual  recurrence  of 
the  fever  which  followed  for  many  years  the  epidemic  of 
1793,  and  in  which  bis  service  were  always  fi'eely  rendered 
to  tbe  sick  and  poor,  he  attiubuted,  much  of  the  severity  of 
the  disease  to  the  ignorance  of  the  local  physiciats  about 
the  nature  of  the  pestilence.  The  following  humorous  allu- 
sion to  the  doctors  is  found  in  a  letter  written  in  January, 
1799,  to  his  fiiend  Devize,  then  in  Prance,  but  who  had 
been  associated  with  him  as  physician  of  the  Bush  Hill  hos- 
pital in  1793.  After  describing  tbe  effects  of  tbe  epidemic, 
he  says  :  "  During  all  this  frightful  time,  I  have  constantly 
remained  in  the  city,  and  without  neglecting  my  public 
duties  I  have  played  a  part  which  wiR  make  you  smile. 
"Would  you  beheve  it,  my  friend,  that  I  have  visited  as 
many  as  fifteen  sick  people  in  a  day,  and  what  will  suiprise 
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yoTi  still  more,  I  have  lost  only  one  patient,  an  Irishman, 
■who  woiild  drink  a  little.  1  do  not  flatter  myself  that  I 
have  cured  one  single  person,  hut  you  will  think  vdtii  me, 
that  in  my  quality  of  Philadelphia  physician  I  have  been 
very  moderate,  and  that  not  one  of  my  confreres  have  killed 
fewer  than  myself." 

The  institution  of  the  private  bank  of  Mr.  Girai'd  in  Phil- 
adelphia, that  was  originally  believed  to  have  been  the 
oflspring  of  a  long  and  deeply-settled  plan,  that  had  been 
matured  in  silence  and  solitude,  appears  to  have  been  the 
result  of  a  temporary  circumstance,  ■which  was  the  opposi- 
tion that  then  prevailed  to  the  old  Eanlc  of  the  United 
States.  Girard  was  a  firm  friend  to  that  institation,  and* 
convinced  that  a  corporation  which  had  been  organized 
under  the  advice  of  Washington,  and  which  he  supposed 
had  conferred  obvious  and  solid  advantages  upon  the  coun- 
try, should  have  been  perpetuated.  Beheving  that  this 
bank  would  he  renewed,  Mr.  Girard,  as  early  as  1810, 
transmitted  orders  to  the  house  of  Messrs,  Earing,  Brothers 
&  Co.,  London,  to  invest  his  fimds  in  shares  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  a  transaction  which  was  performed  dur- 
ing the  following  year,  by  the  purchase  of  stock  in  that 
hank  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  of  doUaiB.  The  house 
of  the  Barings,  however,  was  unable  to  ti'ansmit  his  funds 
periodically,  owing  to  the  critical  condition  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  their  own  state  verging  upon  bankruptcy ; 
and  it  may  be  perceived  upon  what  an  uncertain  founda- 
tion Ms  own  property  rested  when  we  learn  the  fact,  that 
this  house  was  indebted  to  him,  in  the  year  1811,  in  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling.  After  a 
time,  however,  he  succeeded  in  extricating  his  fimds  from 
that  country,  partly  by  investment  in  British  goods  and 
public  stock,  and  purchased  shares  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  for  which  he  paid  one  hundi-ed  and  twenty 
dollars  per  share,  ■wilili  a  ■view  to  the  investment  of  his  eapi- 


.y  Google 


240  LIVES   OF   AMEHICAN   MEROUAKTS. 

tal  in  an  independent  form,  and  probably  from  an  ambi- 
tion to  become  himeelf  a  regulator  of  tbe  cnrreney.  Mr. 
Girard  having  discovered  that  he  could  pnrchase  the  old 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  cashier's  house  at  the 
reduced  price  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
being  leas  than  one-third  of  their  original  cost,  on  the  12th 
day  of  May,  1S13,  commenced  the  banking  operations  of 
the  old  Girard  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  one  million  and  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  increased  the  succeed- 
ing year  to  one  million  and  three  hundred  thousand ;  the 
bulk  of  the  business  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
including  five  millions  of  specie,  the  funds  of  that  inatitu- 
tioii,  being  deposited  in  his  vaults.  Aided  by  sneh  acces- 
sion to  his  fanda,  and  with  the  officers  of  the  old  bank  re- 
tained in  his  employ,  togetlier  with  the  business  which  was 
transferred  to  his  hands  from  that  institution,  the  customers 
of  the  old  coi'poration  being  turned  ovei'  to  him,  Mr.  Girard, 
backed  hj  the  valuable  assistance  of  Mi-.  Simpson,*  his 
cashier,  who  had  been  before  engaged  in  the  former  institu- 
tion, commenced  his  operations  upon  the  same  principles 
that  had  regulated  the  old  body.  The  non-renewal  of  the 
charter  -of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  however,  led  to 
the  establishment  of  his  own. 

The  organization  of  the  Girard  Bank  tended  to  confer 
extensive  and  solid  benefits  upon  the  community.  Con- 
ducted upon  a  liberal  scale,  it  was  the  policy  of  Mr.  Girard 
to  grant  accommodations  to  small  traders,  and  thus  to  en- 
courage beginners ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  smaller 
notes  were  preferred  to  the  larger  ones.  It  was  obvious 
that  the  organization  of  this  institution  tended  to  avert  the 

*  To  the  work  prepared  b J  a  son  of  tliis  genlleman,  wa  are  indebted  for  most 
of  tb©  faots  connected  with  the  life  of  Mr,  Girard.  Wo  would  also  aolinowledge 
in.  thia  place  our  obligalions  to  Henry  W.  Arey,  the  intelligent  eeoretEirj  of  the 
college,  for  a  few  paaBagcs  from  thjit  gcmtlemffli'E  account  of  tte  Girard  College 
ond  its  founder,  published  in  1852. 
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evils  that  must  ncessarily  have  flowed  from  the  entire  Bus- 
pension  of  the  circulation  of  the  funds  of  the  old  institntion ; 
and  whatever  of  temporary  inconvenience  arose  from  that 
fact  was  soon  neutralized  by  the  extraordinary  efforts  that 
were  made  by  this  able  financier  to  remedy  the  evil,  and  to 
dif^se  abroad  the  benefits  that  had  fiowed  from  the  old 
bank.  Buring  the  commencement  of  his  banking  opera- 
tions, Mr.  Girard,  who  had  aecnstomed  the  institution  to 
the  discount  of  accommodation  paper  to  a  large  amount,  for 
auctioneers  who  practiced  the  advance  of  large  loans  upon 
foreign  and  imported  goods,  perceiving  that  losses  were 
found  accraing  from  such  a  plan  of  proceeding,  and  that 
his  capital  was  engrossed  by  these  auctioneers,  soon  deemed 
it  prudent  to  alter  his  policy ;  and  in  1816,  it  was  under- 
stood that  no  paper  that  was  merely  fictitious  was  to  be  dis- 
counted at  his  bank,  and  no  renewal  of  a  no*e  was  accoi'd- 
ingly  allowed.  On  this  change  of  his  banldng  plans,  his 
profits  augmented,  and  but  few  losses  occurred. 

The  establishment  of  this  private  bank  exhibited  to  the 
country  the  novel  spectaele  of  a  private  American  banker 
conducting  his  institntion  upon  a  large  scale,  and  con- 
ferring advantages  upon  the  community  nearly  as  grejvt  as 
those  which  had  been  derived  from  state  or  national  au- 
spices. And  this  bank  rendered  important  service  to  the 
government.  The  fiscal  affairs  of  the  nation  had  been 
thrown  into  confusion  by  the  dissolution  of  the  former 
bank,  and  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  added  to  the 
general  embarrassment.  Yet,  while  the  public  credit  was 
shaken  to  its  centre,  and  the  country  was  involved  in  dif- 
ficulties springing  from  its  exhausted  finances  and  the  ex- 
penses of  war,  the  bank  of  Mr.  Girai-d  not  only  received 
large  subscriptions  for  loans,  but  made  extensive  advances 
to  the  government,  which  enabled  the  country  to  carry  on 
ite  belligerent  enterprises  ;  loans,  too,  which  were  the  spon- 
taneous offspring  of  patriotism,  as  well  as  of  prudence. 
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This  aid  appeai-s  to  have  been  rendered  from  time  to  time, 
down  to  the  period  of  1817,  when  the  second  national 
bank  superseded  his  assistance.  A  circumstance  soon  oc- 
cun-ed,  however,  which  was  a  source  of  no  little  discom- 
fiture to  the  financial  arrangements  of  his  uidividual  insti- 
tution. This  fact  was  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  state  banks,  resulting  from  the  Non-intercourse  Act,  the 
dissolution  of  the  old  bank,  and  the  combined  causes  tend- 
ing to  produce  a  derangement  of  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. It  was  then  made  a  matter  of  great  doubt  with  him 
how  he  should  preserve  the  integrity  of  his  own  institution 
while  the  other  banks  were  suspending  their  payments; 
but  the  credit  of  his  own  bank  was  effectually  seemed  by 
the  suggestion  of  his  cashier,  Mr.  Simpson,  who  advised 
the  recalling  of  his  own  notes  by  redeeming  them  with  the 
specie,  and  by  paying  out  the  notes  of  the  state  banks ; 
and  in  this  mode,  not  a  single  note  of  his  own  was  suffered 
to  be  depreciated,  and  ho  was  thus  enabled,  in  1817,  to 
contribute  effectually  to  the  restoration  of  specie  payments. 
Meanwhile,  an  interesting  circumstance  occurred,  which 
enabled  hun,  by  his  bank,  in  1813,  to  accomplish  an  enter- 
prise which  was  of  great  importance  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, by  the  iacrease  of  its  ti'ade,  as  well  as  to  his  own 
funds  in  its  profits,  besides  the  advantages  which  were  fur- 
nished to  the  government  by  the  duties  which  accrued  to 
the  national  ti-easury.  It  happened  that  his  ship,  the  Mon- 
tesquieu, was  captured  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware, 
as  was  alleged,  by  a  British  frigate,  and  as  this  vessel  had 
an  invoice  cai-go  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars— con- 
sisting of  teas,  nankeens,  and  silks— from  Canton,  it  was 
■determined  by  the  captors,  in  preference  to  the  hazard  of 
being  recaptured  by  an  American  ship  in  their  attempt  to 
carry  their  prize  to  a  British  port,  to  send  a  flag  of  trace  to 
Mr.  Girai-d,  in  order  to  give  him  the  offer  of  a  ransom. 
Applying  to  his  well-stored  vaults,  the  banker  drew  from 
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it  the  snni  of  ninety-three  thousand  dollars  in  doubloons, 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  British  commander,  and  his 
yessel  was  soon  seen  coming  into  port  with  her  rich  cargo ; 
which,  notwithstanding  the  price  of  the  ransom,  is  sup- 
posed, by  the  advance  of  the  value  of  the  freight,  to  have 
■  added  a  half  a  million  of  dollars  to  hia  fortune. 

It  may  be  mentioned,  as  an  act  indicating  his  patriotism 
at  least,  that  in  181i,  when  the  credit  of  the  country  was 
eshansted,  the  treasiuy  bankrupt,  the  resources  of  the  nar 
tion  prostrated,  and  an  invading  aimy  was  marching  over 
the  iand;  when,  in  feet,  subscriptions  were  solicited  for 
funds  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  upon  the  in- 
ducement of  a  lai-ge  bonus  and  an  interest  of  seven  per 
cent.,  and  only  twenty  thousand  dollars  could  be  obtained 
upon  that  offer  for  the  purpose  of  eariying  on  the  war,  Ste- 
phen Girard  stepped  forward  and  subscribed  for  the  whole 
amount;  and  that  when  those. who  had  before  rejected  tiie 
tei-ras  were  now  anxious  to  subscribe,  even  at  a  considei-a- 
ble  advance  from  the  original  subscription,  these  individ- 
uals were  let  in  by  him  upon  the  same  temn. 

The  sinews  of  war  were  thus  furnished,  public  confi- 
dence was  restored,  and  a  series  of  brilliant  victories  result 
ed  in  a  peace,  to  which  he  thus  refeiTcd  in  a  letter  written 
in  1815,  to  his  friend  Morton  of  Bordeaux:  "The  peace 
which  has  taken  place. between  tliis  coimtry  and  England, 
will  consolidate  forever  our  independence,  and  insure  our 
tranquillity."  In  1814,  the  government  was  unable  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt. .  Mr.  Girard,  to  whom  the 
United  States  were  indebted  in  a  very  large  amount, 
promptly  set  an  example  to  other  creditors  by  writing  to 
A.  J.  Dallas,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  follows ; 
"  I  am  of  opinion  that  those  who  have  any  claim  for  inter- 
"°t  on  public  stock,  &c.,  should  patiently  wait  for  a  more 
'  'e  moment,  or  at  least  receive  in  payment  treasury- 
Should  you  be  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
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either  of  those  plans,  as  one  of  the  putlJc  creditoi's,  I  shall 
not  murmur." 

During  the  period  when  the  neutral  position  of  this 
country  gave  its  shipping  superior  advantages,  and  when 
lie  waa  rigidly  cautious  in  forbiddmg  his  captaii^  to  receive 
on  his  vessels  any  passenger  or  cargo  other  than  his  own, 
his  letters  of  instruction  almost  always  contain  the  stereo- 
type paragraph :  "  But  if  you  meet  with  American  seamen 
in  diatre^,  you  are  to  follow  my  invariable  rule— take  them 
on  board,  and  bring  them  home  free  of  expense."  One  of 
the  most  solemn  injunctions  in  his  will  is  the  direction,  that, 
"  by  every  proper  means,  a  pure  attachment  to  our  repub- 
lican mstitutions,  and  to  the  sacred  rights  of  conscience  as 
guaranteed  by  our  happy  constitution,  shall  be  formed  and 
fostered  in  the  minds  of  these  seholais." 

The  agency  of  Mr.  Girard  appears  to  have  been  very 
active  in  the  organization  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  chartered  in  1816.  His  intimacy  with  Mr.  Dal- 
las, and  hie  success  in  impresemg  upon  his  mmd  the  frame 
of  the  projected  institution,  seems  to  have  been  admitted ; 
and  that  gentleman  is  stated  to  have  made  use  of  the  fre- 
quent expression  of  the  French  banter,  that  "  the  national 
authority  was  requisite  for  the  esfabhshment  of  a  sound 
currency,  by  the  aid  of  a  national  bant."  His  friends,  in- 
deed, have  gone  so  far  as  to  allege  that  even  the  establish- 
ment of  his  own  private  institution  was  hte  desire  to  hold 
up  to  the  country  the  example  of  the  influence  of  such  an 
institution  in  regulating  the  currency  of  the  nation ;  and 
that,  in  the  capacity  of  banlier,  he  acted  as  a  trustee  for  the 
eounti-y,  d^ignmg  to  unite  its  influence  with  that  of  the 
projected  national  bank,  in  order  to  the  accomplishment  of 
its  object ;  and  even  after  the  outline  of  tiiat  institution  was 
formed,  and  Mr.  Gu-ard  was  chosen  one  of  the  directore,  he 
made  the  formal  proposition  that  if  the  board  would  agree 
to  elect  his  cashier,  Mr.  Simpson,  the  cashier  of  tlie  Bank  of 
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the  United  States,  be  would  unite  lis  own  institution  witi. 
that,  and  deposit  in  the  new  coi-poration  one  million  of  spe- 
cie which  he  held  in  his  vaults.  Even  after  the  hank  was 
regularly  organized,  and  its  prospeiity  placed  upon  a  solid 
foundation,  Mr.  Girard,  acting  as  one  of  its  directors,  not 
only  impressed  its  policy  with  his  clear-lighted,  far-reach- 
ing, and  sagacious  views,  hot  practiced  toward  it  a  forbear- 
ance and  liberality,  which  marked  him  as  its  strong  and 
faithful  friend.  "When  that  institution  was  unable,  from  the 
procure  of  the  times,  to  pay  to  him  even  half  the  amount 
which  was  his  due  in  specie,  he  refrained  from  demanding 
it,  and  evinced  himself  the  firm  supporter  of  its  interests ; 
and  when  specie  payments  were  resumed,  be  recommenced, 
at  the  same  time,  the  issuing  of  his  own  notes. 

One  of  the  essential  characteristics  of  Mr.  Gii-ard  was  hia 
public  spirit.  At  one  time,  ho  freely  subscribed  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  navigation  of  the 
Schuylkill ;  at  another  time,  he  loaned  the  same  company 
two  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty.  When  the  credit  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was 
prostrated  by  what  was  believed  to  have  been  an  injudi- 
cious system  of  internal  improvement,  and  it  was  found  ex- 
pedient for  the  governor  to  resort  to  its  metropolis  in  order 
to  replenish  its  coffers,  he  made  a  voluntary  loan  to  Gtover- 
nor  Shultz  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  So  far  was  his 
disposition  to  promote  the  fiscal  prosperity  of  the  country 
manifested,  that  as  late  as  1831,  when  the  country  waa 
placed  in  extreme  embarrassment  from  the  scarcity  of 
money,  he  perceived  the  cause  in  the  fact  that  the  balance 
of  trade  was  agamst  us  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly drew  upon  the  house  of  Baring,  Brothers  and  Co. 
for  bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  twelve  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  and  which  he  disposed  of  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  at  an  advance  of  ten  per  cent. ;  which 
draft  was  followed  up  by  another  for  ten  thousand,  which 
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was  disposed  of  in  like  manner  to  otiier  institutions.  This 
act  tended  to  reduce  the  value  of  bills,  and  the  rate  of  ex- 
change suddenly  fell.  The  same  spirit  which  he  manifested 
toward  the  national  currency  he  exhibited  to  the  eorporar 
tion  of  Philadelphia,  hj  erecting  new  blocks  of  buildings, 
and  beautifying  and  adoraing  its  streets ;  less,  apparently, 
from  a  desire  of  profit,  than  from  a  wish  to  improve  the 
place  which  was  hia  adopted  home,  and  where  he  had 
reaped  his  fortunes.  His  subscription  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Dausville  and  Pottsville  Railroad, 
in  1831,  was  an  act  in  keeping  with  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
life ;  and  his  subscription  of  ten  thousand  dollars  toward 
the  erection  of  an  exchange,  aU  looked  to  the  same  result. 
Thus  passed  the  life  of  Stephen  Girai-d,  the  financier,  the 
banter,  the  economist ;  with  a  soul  devoted  to  what  most 
men  so  ardentiy  seet — the  acc[uisition  of  wealth ;  expand- 
ing his  influence  through  the  whole  circle  of  mercantile 
enterprise,  and  marking  the  fiscal  system  of  the  nation  with 
his  own  broad  impression. 

Having  given  the  prominent  facts  connected  with  his 
life  in  chronological  order,  we  now  propose  to  draw  a  brief 
portraiture  of  Ms  character,  and  this  can  be  most  properly 
done  by  a  condensed  view  of  the  incidents  connected  with 
ite  history.  We  see  this  man,  at  first  a  cabin-boy,  em- 
barking from  his  native  coimtiy,  without  money  or  apparent 
Mends ;  then  a  mate  of  a  trading  vessel,  supercai-go,  and 
shipmaster ;  shopkeeper,  bottier,  a  lessor  of  houses,  a  large 
mercliant ;  and  lastly,  a  private  banker,  having  a  control  of 
millions,  and  enabled,  by  his  own  individual  power,  to  con- 
trol tlie  contractions  and  the  expansions  of  the  money  mar- 
ket. It  was  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  attended  his 
&-st  entrance  into  life  that  colored  his  subsequent  career. 
In  his  early  voyages  before  the  mast,  from  place  to  place, 
in  the  operations  of  traffic,  his  discerning  eye  clearly  per- 
ceived the  mode  in  which  fortunes  were  obtained,  and  in 
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such  expeditions  he  deiived  a  kind  of  experience  which  de- 
termined him  at  once  to  enter  upon  a  mercantile  coui-se ; 
and  although  without  the  advantages  of  an  early  classical 
education,  he  had  acquu-ed  precisely  that  sort  of  informa- 
tion which  empowered  him  to  prosecute  this  mode  of  life 
the  most  successfully.  And  he  commenced,  where  most 
■wealthy  men  who  have  acquired  their  own  fortunes  have 
begun,  namely,  with  small  means.  Contented  with  the 
minute  gains  of  an  obscure  retail  trader,  and  willing  to  per- 
form any  labor,  however  humble  and  ardoons,  by  which 
those  gains  could  he  secured,  he  was  determined  to  be  rich, 
and  adopted  that  system  of  business  which  woul  1  n  st  ef 
feetually  insure  that  result,  making  it  a  fixed  pi  nc  j.1  to 
practice  the  most  rigid  economy ;  to  shut  his  heai  t  t 

all  the  blandishments  of  life ;  to  stand  to  the  last  f  th  ^ 
if  that  farthing  was  his  due ;  to  bar  out  all  those  mp  I  es 
which  might  in  small  objects  take  money  from  his  pm'se ; 
to  saw  down  his  measure  when  that  measure  was  too  large ; 
to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  against  a  just  claim,  be- 
cause he  had  a  right  to  do  so  by  the  law ;  to  use  men  aa 
mere  tools  to  accomplish  his  own  purposes ;  to  pay  only 
what  he  had  contracted  to  pay  to  his  long-tried  and  faithful 
cashier,  who  had  been  the  cause  of  much  of  his  good  for- 
tune ;  and  when  he  died  in  his  sei'vice,  to  manifest  the  most 
hardened  and  unnatural  indifference  to  his  death,  without 
making  the  least  provision  for  his  family,  or  to  express  one 
sentiment  of  regret  at  his  loss,  or  gratitude  for  the  solid  ser- 
vices which  he  had  perfojined  for  him. 

But  the  man  who  would  thus  violate  the  ordinary  im- 
pulses of  a  feehng  and  generous  nature,  when  large  objects 
connected  with  his  commercial  views  were  to  be  obtained, 
was  found  foremost  in  the  liberal  aids  which  were  granted 
for  their  accomplishment.  He  who  would  haggle  and 
chaffer  for  a  penny,  was  willing  to  bestow  thousands  for 
the  pecuniary  relief  of  fiscal  pressure,  and  while  he  cur- 
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tailed  the  watchman  of  his  "bank  of  hia  customary  dole  of  a 
great-coat  on  a  Christmas-day,  he  -would  give  large  sums 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  local  improvement  of  hia  adopted 
city  and  state.  If  we  were  to  specify  the  prominent  point 
of  his  character,  we  should  mention  a  feature  that  would, 
perhaps,  be  the  l^fc  that  was  supposed  to  helong  to  this 
individual — ambition .'  He  sought  money,  not  from  avar 
rice,  hut  from  a  desire  of  power.  Denied  the  advantages 
of  that  education  which  so  directly  tends  to  the  enlarge- 
ment, refinement,  and  polish  of  the  mind,  he  Imew  that  he 
could  not  ohtain  distinction  from  this  source,  and  his  vul- 
gar person,  scarred  hy  the  Almighty,  while  it  made  him 
conscious  that  he  would  never  be  made  the  subject  of  per- 
sonal respect,  served,  perhaps,  to  give  him  a  misanthropic 
and  morose  cast  of  mind.  Money,  then,  was  the  only 
avenue  by  which  he  could  obtain  the  eminence  that  he 
coveted,  not  wealth  to  be  dissipated  in  rich  saloons,  and 
splendid  equipages,  and  liveried  servants  bearing  his 
badge — for  a  carriage  and  four  would  have  been  little 
befitting  his  character — but  money  to  be  exercised  as  the 
Archimedian  lever  by  which  he  could  move  the  fiscal 
"world.  The  desire  of  this,  as  the  means  of  influence,  was 
the  master-spirit  which  conquered  his  soul,  and  paralyzed 
all  other  feelings,  and  it  had  grown  to  such  a  strength  that 
sympathy  for  his  kind  seldom  enlivened  the  solitude  of 
his  heart. 

' '  Liko  monnmeutal  broxize,  unchanged  his  look — 
A  soul  whioii  pity  never  touoU'd  or  shook — 
Trma'd  from  his  lowly  cradlu  to  his  hier, 
The  fieros  extremes  of  good  and  ill  to  brook, 
Unchanging',  fcaring  but  the  oharge  of  fear- 
It  may  be  well  to  di-aw  a  brief  sketch  of  the  domestic 
life  and  habitudes  of  Mr.  Gu'ard ;  and  in  the  first  place  we 
would  attempt  to  porti'ay  Ms  pei-sonal  appearance.     His 
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form  was  low  and  square,  although  muscular,  with  feet 
large,  and  bis  entire  person  and  address  exhibiting  the 
aspect  of  a  rough  old  sailor.  Nor  was  his  countenance 
calculated  to  alter  the  impression  that  would  he  likely  to 
he  produced  by  the  appearance  of  his  person.  A  face 
dark,  and  colorless,  and  cold,  although  deeply  marked 
with  the  lines  of  thought,  indicated  a  man  who  bad  been 
accustomed  to  the  hard  fare  of  life ;  and  it  possessed  an 
iron,  or  as  it  has  been,  perhaps,  more  properly  designated, 
a  stone-like  expression.  Hia  "  wall-eye"  seemed  to  add  to 
that  air  of  general  abstraction  that  was  evinced  by  bis 
general  demeanor,  whether  engaged  in  bis  domestic  offices, 
or  the  more  active  business  of  bis  banking  operations. 
But  the  dull  eye  wbicb  seemed  ordinarily  to  sleep  in  its 
socket,  and  whose  predominant  expression  was  cunning, 
somethnes  kindled,  as  if  with  fire,  when  any  topic  adapted 
to  bis  taste  was  pressed  upon  bis  attention.  His  mind  ap- 
peared to  be  engaged  less  upon  the  little  details  of  bis 
business  than  in  projecting  those  great  projects  of  mer- 
cantile speculation  which  tended  so  directly  to  swell  bis 
coffers,  and  yet  he  was  scrupulous  in  his  devotion  to  all 
those  minute  points  of  business  which  fell  within  tbe  wide 
circle  of  bis  enterprises.  But  if  a  ship  was  to  be  built,  or 
a  house  constructed,  or  a  vessel  to  be  freighted,  his  pres- 
ence wag  seldom  wanting  to  superintend  and  direct  the 
most  unimportant  details.  From  tbe  year  1812  be  was 
partially  defective  in  tbe  bearing  of  one  ear,  and  as  he 
could  only  speak  in  broken  English,  and  seldom  conversed, 
excepting  upon  business,  this  circumstance  tbi'ew  around 
bis  character  an  air  of  even  greater  mystery.  His  ordinary 
style  of  dress  was  in  exact  keeping  with  bis  plain  and 
homely  ti'aits.  Although  apparently  identified  in  habits 
and  feelings  with  our  American  institutions,  and  possessing 
no  prejudice  in  favor  of  bis  native  counti'y,  he  constantly 
wore  an  old  coat  cut  in  the  French  style,  and  remarkable 
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only  for  ita  antiqtiity,  generally  preserving  the  same  gar- 
ment in  constant  use  for  four  or  five  years.  Nor  did  he 
maintain  a  costly  equipage,  as  would  have  seemed  to  be 
natural  for  one  who  had  such  large  means  at  his  command. 
An  old  chair,  distinguished  chiefly  for  ita  rickety  corBtme- 
tion,  as  well  as  its  age,  which  he  at  last  caused  to  be  paint- 
ed and  marked  with  the  letters  S.  G.,  drawn  by  an  indif- 
ferent horse,  suited  to  such  a  vehicle,  was  used  in  liia  daily 
journey  to  the  Neck,  where  lay  his  farm,  to  the  laborious 
cultivation  of  whicli  he  devoted  the  greater  portion  of  his 
leisure  time.  But  even  here,  where  it  might  have  been 
supposed  that  be  would  have  exercised  the  ordinaiy  rights 
of  hcspitality,  no  friend  was  welcomed  with  a  warm  greet- 
ing. In  one  instance  an  acquaintance  was  invited  to  mt- 
ness  his  improvements,  and  was  shown  to  a  strawbeny-bed 
which  had  been,  in  the  greater  part,  gleaned  of  its  contents, 
and  fold  that  he  might  gather  the  truit  in  that  bed,  when 
the  owner  took  leave,  stating  that  he  must  go  to  work  in  a 
neighboring  bed.  That  friend,  finding  that  this  tract  had 
been  nearly  stripped  of  its  fruit  by  his  predecessors,  soon 
Bfa.'ayed  to  another  tract,  which  appeared  to  bear  more 
abundantly,  when  he  was  accosted  by  Mi'.  Girard— "  I  told 
you,"  said  he,  "  that  you  might  gather  strawbemes  only  in 
that  bed."     Such  was  his  hospitality. 

Behind  the  cold  and  abstract  exterior  exhibited  by  this 
man  in  Ms  ordinary  intercourse  with  the  world,  there  raged 
the  most  violent  passions,  which  were  lavished  liberally 
upon  his  old  and  Mthful  clerk,  Mr.  Hoberjot,  Yet  to  his 
superiors  in  standing  and  education  he  was  deferential,  and 
seemed  to  lay  great  stress  upon  inherited  rank.  Peculiarly 
was  that  feeling  expressed  in  his  respect  for  John  Quincy 
Adams,  whom  he  profe^ed  to  regard,  not  only  for  his  high 
intellectual  and  moral  traits,  but  trom  the  fact  that  he 
belonged  to,  what  he  caUed,  a  great  and  old  family,  which 
had  been  long  identified  with  the  progress  of  the  govem- 
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ment.  There  seemed,  indeed,  to  Im-k  in  the  character  of 
this  individual,  appreciations  which  the  world  could  not 
nnderetand^ — a  deep  sagacity,  a  just  discrimination  of  what 
was  right  and  proper,  and  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
relations  of  things ;  and  while  other  men  were  supposing 
that  his  mind  was  removed  from  the  objects  that  enn-ound- 
ed  him,  he  was,  in  the  solitude  of  his  reflections,  laying  up 
treasures  of  knowledge,  the  result  of  observation  and  expe- 
rience, which  enabled  him  to  act  with  that  promptitude 
and  success  that  made  his  mercantile  judgment  almost  the 
certain  test  of  truth.  He  belonged,  in  fact,  to  that  email 
cIms  of  men  whom  the  world  do  not  understand,  and  ac- 
cordingly do  not  appreciate.  Eemoved  in  dieir  intellectual 
habitudes  from  the  temporary  and  minute  details  of  daily 
hfe,  yet  closely  observant  of  the  facfs  which  surround  them, 
then-  opinions  are  not  colored  by  those  of  other  men,  and 
their  powers  are  felt  only  hj  the  results.  Of  his  opinions, 
it  is  easy  to  form  a  correct  judgment.  A  citizen  of  this 
country,  and  identified  with  its  interesta— a  country,  whose 
liberal  institutions  bad  not  only  afforded  him  a  home,  hut 
provided  ample  scope  for  his  largest  enterprises,  and  a  basis 
for  his  most  solid  fortunes—it  was  his  interest,  as  weU  as 
his  pride,  to  foster  those  institutions  by  all  the  aid  within 
his  power,  for  their  welfare  was  his  own.  Accordingly,  we 
find  him  bestowing  that  aid  upon  all  those  pubhc  objects 
which  were  within  his  reach  ;  and  it  is,  perhaps,  more  just 
to  attribute  this  assistance  to  a  strong  desire  to  promote  the 
public  good,  than  from  a  wish  to  secure  a  large  return  for 
an  investment.  Hie  former  habitudes  of  living  had  aecns- 
tomed  him  to  a  plain  and  frugal  scale  of  expenditure,  and 
that  rigid  personal  economy  he  preserved  through  his  long 
life,  as  much  from  habit  as  from  principle  ;  since  he  knew 
that  large  fortunes  were  acquired  by  the  ordinaiy  process, 
only  by  rigid  commercial  exactitude  and  frugality.  Thus 
while  his  freights  were  vexing  every  sea,  and  his  influence 
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extending  tliroughout  a  wide  circle  of  mercantjle  action,  he 
was  contented  to  drive  his  shabby  caiiiage  in  his  homely 
garb  from  his  hank  to  his  farm,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
he  took  a  secret  pride  in  that  contrast  which  was  exhibited 
between  the  splendor  of  his  wealth,  and  the  almost  odioua 
aspect  of  his  personal  appearance  and  address.  The  re- 
ligious sentiments  which  he  maintained,  and  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  disguise,  were  of  the  school  of  Kousseau  and 
Voltaire  ;  and  so  deeply  did  he  venerate  their  characters, 
that  the  marble  busts  of  these  two  scholars  were,  we  be- 
lieve, the  only  works  of  art  that  adorned  his  confined 
chamber,  and  a  complete  set  of  the  writings  of  the  latter 
author,  together  with  a  few  treatises  on  gardening,  were 
the  only  volumes  which  constituted  the  library  of  his 
dweUing-houae.  The  respect  with  which  he  regarded  the 
names  of  these  individuals,  we  have  already  seen  evinced 
in  the  beautiful  ships  which,  from  time  to  time,  were  dis- 
patched by  him  fl.'om  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  He  ap- 
pears, indeed,  to  have  preserved  throughout  life  a  stoicism 
in  his  merely  speculative  opinions,  which  referred  all  sur- 
rounding cii'cumstances  to  second  causes,  rather  than  to 
their  ti'ue  source.  A  total  disbeliever  in  the  Christian  sys- 
tem, he  was  still  willing  to  bestow  large  sums  upon  differ- 
ent Christian  denominations,  bounties  which  took  effect 
while  he  was  yet  alive.  But  although  he  would  grant 
large  aids  to  large  objects,  he  withheld  assistance  from 
deserving  subjects  of  individual  benevolence.  No  man 
sought  his  alms  with  a  prospect  of  relief,  and  beggary 
departed  from  his  door  hungry  as  when  it  came. 

His  doctrine  appeara  to  have  been  this :  that  the  granting 
of  smaJl  sums  to  obscure  objects,  that  ihe  opening  of  his 
heart  to  those  appeals  which  would  naturally  be  made 
upon  the  wealth  of  so  opulent  a  man,  would  have  dimin- 
iahed  his  chances  of  bestowing  his  bounties  upon  those  im- 
portant subjects  which  would  redound  to  his  name.     And 
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it  was  necessary  to  underBtand  his  peculiar  self-will,  and 
the  character  of  his  temper,  to  obtain  aids  at  all.  The 
Bolicitor  for  aid,  who  made  small  demands  upon  his  charity, 
was  relieved  with  thousands ;  the  individual  who  came 
before  him  in  the  spirit  of  exaction,  was  put  away  with 
noliiiiig.  In  transactions  of  busings,  all  his  affairs  were 
eet  down  to  the  account  of  loss  and  profit ;  and  in  his 
dealings  with  others,  the  same  principle  was  required  to 
be  acted  on.  Up  before  the  morning  lark,  he  soundly 
berated  his  own  workmen  who  permitted  him  to  gain  the 
precedence  in  time ;  and  unceasing  labor,  which  allowed 
but  little  relaxation,  excepting  that  which  was  required  by 
nature,  was  the  maater-genius  of  his  life.  "When  one  of  the 
younger  Barings  was  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  but  a  few 
yeai«  since,  he  supposed  that  he  might  excite  an  agreeable 
surprise  to  Mr.  Girai-d  by  informing  him  of  the  safe  amval 
of  his  ship,  the  Voltaire,  from  India.  Accordingly,  having 
engaged  a  carriage,  he  proceeded  to  the  farm  of  the  banker, 
in  Passyunk,  and  immediately  sought  for  Mr.  Gu'ard. 
"  "Where  is  Mr.  Girard  ?"  inquired  the  Englishman.  "  In 
the  hay-loft,"  he  was  answered.  "  Inform  him  that  I  w^h 
to  see  him,"  was  no  sooner  said  than  the  banker,  with  his 
sleeves  rolled  up,  was  before  him.  "I  came  to  inform 
you,"  said  the  Englishman,  "  that  yom'  ship,  the  "Voltaire, 
has  arrived  safely."  "  I  knew  that  she  would  reach  port 
safely,"  replied  Girard,  "  my  ships  always  arrive  safe ;  she 
is  a  good  ship.  Mr,  Baring,  you  must  excuse  me ;  I  am 
trmch  erigaged  in  my  hay ;''''  and  he  mounted  again  to  his 
hay-loft. 

A  life  of  such  nnceasing  and  severe  labor,  now  protract- 
ed to  tlie  eighty-second  year,  could  not  hold  out  long. 
During  the  previous  year,  in  1830,  having  nearly  lost  the 
use  of  his  eye,  he  was  frequently  seen  groping  in  the  vesti- 
bule of  his  bank,  disregarding  the  assistance  of  others,  a 
Species  of  temerity  which,  as  it  proved,  nearly  cost  him  his 
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life ;  for,  crossing  Second-street  and  Market,  a  dearborn 
wagon  rapidly  drove  by,  and  nearly  took  off  his  ear,  and 
bruised  his  face,  having  stnick  furiously  against  his  head, 
and  prostrated  his  person ;  an  injury  which  proved  serioua 
and  pei-manent.  By  this  accident  the  whole  of  hia  right 
ear  was  nearly  lost,  and  his  eye,  which  was  before  opened 
bat  slightly,  was  enth-ely  shut;  and  from  that  time  his 
flesh  was  gradually  wasted  away,  and  his  health  declined. 
Mr.  Girai-d  had  long  regarded  death  with  apparent  indiffer- 
ence, having  stated  many  yeare  previously  that  it  fell 
within  the  course  of  nature  that  hia  life  should  terminate, 
even  at  that  period.  And  this  event  was  soon  to  be  real- 
ized. During  the  month  of  December  he  was  attacked 
with  a  species  of  influenza,  which,  considering  his  age,  he 
could  hardly  be  supposed  to  withstand.  The  disease  gradu- 
ally undermined  his  system  until  the  26th  of  that  month, 
when  he  expired,  in  a  back  room  of  the  third  story  of  his 
house  in  Water-street,  having  exhibited  a  hfe  of  pereever- 
ance,  labor,  economy,  and  successful  enterprise,  of  which 
there  are  but  few  examples  upon  record.  But  we  are  fur- 
nished with  a  clear  insight  into  the  character  of  the  man, 
from  the  import  of  his  will,  which  we  embrace  in  this  me- 


I,  Stephek  GriiAED,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  PennsjlTania,  Mariner  and  Merchant,  being  of  soimd  mind, 
memory,  and  understanding,  do  malte  and  publish  this  my  last  Will  and 
Teatament,  in  maimer  following ;  that  is  to  aay ; 

I.  I  pve  and  bequeath  unto  "  The  Contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  of  which  oorporatioii  I  am  a  member,  the  sum  of  thirty  thou- 
sand dolla/rs,  upon  the  following  conditions,  namely,  that  the  said  earn 
shall  be  added  to  their  capital,  and  shall  remain  a  part  thereof  forever, 
to  be  placed  at  interest,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied,  in  the 
JwH  place,  to  pay  to  my  black  woman  Hannah  (to  whom  I  hereby  give 
her  freedom),  the  snin  of  two  hundred  doEars  per  year,  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments of  fifty  dollars  each,  in  advance,  during  sJl  the  term  of  her  life ; 
and,  in.  the  second  place,  the  said  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  use  and 
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lodation  of  the  eiok  in  the  said  hospital,  and  for  proriding,  and 
at  all  times  having,  competent  matrons,  and  a  snfaoient  number  of 
nnrsea  and  assistant  nurses,  in  order  not  only  to  promote  the  pnrposee 
of  the  said  hospital,  hut  to  increase  this  last  class  of  useful  persons, 
much  wanted  in  our  city. 

.  II.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  "  The  Pennsylvania  Inatitntion  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,"  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollwrs,  for  the  use  of 
that  institution. 

m.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  "  The  Orphan  Asylnni  of  Philadelphia," 
the  snin  of  tm  thoiisand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  that  institution. 

IV.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  "  The  Ooniptrollerg  of  the  Public  Schools 
for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,"  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  use  of  the  schools  upon  the  Lancaster  system,  in  the  first 
eection  of  the  first  school  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

T.  I  ^ve  and  beqneath  to  "  The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of 
Philadelphia,"  the  sum  of  ton  thmeand  dolla/fs,  in  tiiast,  safely  to  invest 
the  same  in  some  productive  fimd,  and  with  the  interest  and  dividends 
arising  therefrom  to  purchase  fuel,  between  the  months  of  March  and 
A^igust  in  every  year  forever,  and  in  the  month  of  January  in  every 
year  forever,  distribnte  the  same  among  poor  white  housekeepers  and 
room-keepers,  of  good  character,  residing  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

VI.  I  give  and  beqneath  to  the  Society  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  dis- 
tressed Masters  of  Ships,  their  "Widows  and  Children  (of  which  society 
I  am  a  member),  the  snm  of  ten  thoimamA  dollar,  to  be  added  to  th«r 
capital  stock,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  said  society. 

YII.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  gentlemen  who  shall  be  trustees  of 
the  M^onic  Loan,  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  the  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
gand  dollars,  including  therein  ten  thousand  and  nine  hundred  dollars 
due  to  me,  part  of  the  Masonic  Loan,  and  any  interest  that  may  be 
due  thereon  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  "  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsjlvania,  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereto 
belonging,"  and  to  be  paid  over  by  said  trustees  to  this  said  Grand 
Lodge,  for  the  purpose  of  being  invested  in  some  safe  stock  or  funds,  or 
other  good  security,  and  the  dividends  and  interest  arising  therefrom  to 
be  agiwn  so  invested  and  added  to  the  capital,  without  applying  any 
part  thereof  to  any  other  purpose,  until  the  whole  capital  shall  amount 
to  thirty  thousand  dollars,  when  the  same  shall  forever  after  reinfun 
a  permanent  fund  or  capital,  of  the  said  amount  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, the  interest  whereof  shall  be  applied  from  time  to  time  to  the  relief 
of  poor  and  respectable  brethren ;  and  in  order  that  the  real  and  be- 
nevolent pui'posea  of  masonic  institutions  may  be  attained,  I  recommend 
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to  the  seyei'al  lodges  not  to  admit  to  memberBhip,  or  to  receive  members 
from  otter  lodges,  unless  the  applicants  shall  absolutely  be  men  of  sound 
and  good  morals. 

VIII.  I  ghd  and  bequeatb  nnto  PhUip  Peltz,  John  Lentz,  IFrancis 
Hesley,  Jacob  Baker,  and  Adam  Tonng,  of  Poasjnnt  township,  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  six  thoTisand  dollars,  in  trust,  that 
they  or  the  saryivors  or  surviyoi-  of  them  shall  purchase  a  suitable  piece 
of  ground,  as  near  as  may  be  in  the  center  of  said  township,  and  thereon 
erect  a  snbstactial  brick  building,  snfEciently  large  for  a  school-house, 
and  the  residence  of  a  schoolmaster,  one  part  thereof  for  poor  male  white 
children,  and  the  other  part  for  poor  female  white  children,  of  said  town- 
ship ;  and  as  soon  as  the  said  school-house  shall  have  been  built,  that 
the  smd  trustees  or  Eurvivors  or  suryivor  of  them,  ahall  oonvey  the  said 
piece  of  gronod  and  house  thei-eon  erected,  and  shall  pay  oyer  such  bal- 
ance of  ssud  sum  as  may  remain  unexpended  to  any  board  of  directors 
and  their  successors,  in  trust,  which  may  at  the  time  exist  or  be  hy  law 
oonatitnted,  consisting  of  at  least  twelve  discreet  inhabitants  of  the  stud 
township,  and  to  bo  annually  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  thereof;  the 
said  piece  of  ground  and  house  to  be  carefully  mdntained  by  said  direc- 
tors and  their  snceessora  solely  for  the  purposes  of  a  school  as  aforeewd, 
forever,  and  the  said  balance  to  be  securely  invested  aa  a  permanent 
fund,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  from  lime  to  time  toward  the 
education  in  the  said  school  of  any  number  of  such  poor  white  children 
of  said  township ;  and  I  do  hereby  recommend  to  the  citizens  of  said 
township  to  make  additions  to  the  fund  whereof  I  have  laid  the  foun- 
dation. 

IX.  I  ^ve  and  devise  my  house,  and  lot  of  ground  thereto  belonging, 
situate  in  me  Eamonet  aux  Ohartrons,  near  the  city  of  Bordeauz,  in 
Trance,  and  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thei'eof,  to  my  brother,  Etieune 
Oii'ard,  and  my  niece  Tictoire  Fenellon  (daughter  of  my  lato  sister 
Sophia  Girard  Oapayron),  both  residing  in  Jrauce,  in  equal  moieties  for 
the  life  of  my  said  brother,  and,  on  his  decease,  one  moiety  of  the  said 
house  and  lot  to  my  said  niece  Victoire,  Mid  her  heirs  forever,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  six  obildren  of  my  said  brother,  namely,  John 
Fabricius,  Marguerite,  Ann  tlenriette,  Jean  August,  Mai'ie,  and  Made- 
laine  Henriette,  share  and  share  alike  (the  issue  of  any  deceased  child,  if 
more  than  one,  to  take  among  them  the  parent's  share)  and  their  heii-a 
forever. 

X.  I  ^ve  and  bequeath  to  my  said  brother,  Elienne  Girard,  the  sum 
of^Di?  thotisand  dollars^  and  the  like  sum  otjke  thousand  dollars  to  each 
of  his  six  children  above  named:  if  any  of  the  said  cbildi-en  shall  die 
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prior  to  the  receipt  of  hia  or  her  legacy  of  five  thousand  dollars,  the  SMd 
snm  shall  be  paid,  and  I  give  and  bequeath  the  same  to  any  issue  of  such 
deceased  child,  if  more  than  one,  share  and  share  alike. 

XI.  I  pve  and  bequeath  to  my  said  niece,  Viotoire  Fenelloii,  the  aimi 
of,;ioe  thousmid  dollara. 

XII.  I  give  and  bequeath  absolutely  to  my  niece,  Antoinetta,  now 
married  to  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  sum  of  ten,  thoiisand  dollara,  and  I  also 
^ve  and  bequeath  to  Iter  the  sum  ot  ffty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
over  to  a  ti'ustee  or  trustees  to  be  appointed  by  my  exeontors,  which' 
trustee  or  trustees  shall  place  and  continne  the  said  snm  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  upon  good  security,  and  pay  the  interest  and  dividends 
thereof  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  accrue,  to  my  said  niece  for  her 
separate  use,  during  the  term  of  her  life,  and  from  and  immediately  after 
he   decea  e  to  pay  and  distribute  the  capita!  to  and  among  such  of  her 

1  il  L.  u  and  the  issue  of  deceased  children,  and  in  such  parts  and  shares 
a  sh  t!  e  said  Antoinetta,  by  an  instmment  under  her  hand  and  seal, 
ex  ut  d  n  the  presence  of  at  least  two  credible  witnesses,  shall  direct 
and  app   nt,  and  for  default  of  anoh  appointment,  then  to  and  among 

he  sa  d  hildren  and  issue  of  deceased  children  in  eqnal  shares,  such 
issue  of  deceased  children,  if  more  than  one,  to  take  only  the  sliare  which 
their  deceased  parent  would  have  taken  if  living. 

Xni.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  niece  Carolina,  now  married  to 
Mr.  Haslam,  the  sura  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ;  to  be  paid  over  to  a  trus- 
tee or  trustees  to  be  appointed  by  my  executors,  which  trustee  or  trus- 
tees shall  place  and  continue  the  said  money  upon  good  security,  and 
pay  the  interest  and  dividends  thereof  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall 
accrue,  to  my  sfud  niece  for  her  separate  use,  during  the  tarm  of  her 
life ;  and  from  and  immediately  after  her  decease,  to  pay  and  distribute 
the  capital  to  and  among  such  of  her  children,  and  issue  of  deceased 
children,  and  in  such  parts  and  shares  as  she  the  said  Carolina,  by  any 
instrument  under  her  hand  and  seal,  executed  in  the  presence  of  at  least 
two  credible  witnesses,  shall  direct  and  appoint,  and  for  default  of  such 
appointment,  then  to  and  among  the  said  children,  and  issue  of  deceased 
children,  in  equal  shares,  such  issue  of  deceased  children,  if  more  than 
one,  to  take  only  the  share  which  the  deceased  parent  would  have  taken 
if  living ;  but  if  my  said  niece  Carolina  shall  leave  no  issue,  then  the 
said  trustee  or  trustees,  on  her  decease,  shall  pay  the  said  capitaJ,  and 
any  interest  aocrned  thereon,  to  and  among  Caroline  Lallemand  (niece 
of  the  said  Carolina),  and  the  children  of  the  aforesaid  Antoinetta  Hemp, 
bill,  share  and  share  alike. 
XIT,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  niece  Henrietta,  now  married  to  Dr. 

ir 
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Olark,  the  sum  of  m  thovsmd  dolla/ra;  and  I  give  and  bequeath  to  her 
daughter  Cai-oline  (in  the  last  clause  above  named),  the  Bum  of  twenty 
thoviand  doUa/re—&s  interest  of  said  sum  of  twenty  thouisand  dollars, 
or  80  mnoh  thei'eof  as  may  be  neeeasarj,  to  be  applied  to  the  mainl*- 
nance  and  education  of  the  said  Oaj-oline  during  her  minoritj,  and  the 
principal,  with  any  aconmnlated  interest,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Carolirte 
on  her  arrival  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

XV.  Unto  each  of  the  captwns  who  shall  be  in  my  employment  at 
the  time  of  my  decease,  either  in  port,  or  at  sea,  having  charge  of  one  of 
my  ships  or  yessols,  and  having  performed  at  least  two  voyagta  in  my 
Berviee,  I  give  and  bequeath  tbe  smn  of  fftem  hmidred  (foZitws— pro- 
vided he  shall  have  brought  safeJy  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  or  if  at 
sea  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  shall  bring  safely  into  that  port,  my  ship 
or  vessel  last  intrusted  to  him,  and  also  that  his  conduct  during  the  last 
voysge  shall  have  been  in  every  respect  conformable  ffl  my  iuBtructions 
to  him. 

XVI.  AE  persons,  who,  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  shall  be  bound  to 
me  by  indenture,  as  apprentices  or  servants,  and  who  shall  then  be 
under  age,  I  dffect  my  esecntora  if>  assign  to  suitable  masters  immedi- 
ately after  my  decease,  for  the  reminder  of  their  respective  terms,  on 
coadiliona  as  favorable  aa  they  can  ia  regard  to  education,  clothmg,  and 
freedom  dues :  to  each  of  the  said  persons  in  my  service,  and  under  age 
at  the  time  of  my  decease,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  sum  of  five  Tiun^eA 
dollaa-s,  which  sums  respectively  I  direct  my  eseoutars  safely  to  invest 
in  public  stock,  to  apply  the  interest  and  dividends  thereof  toward  the 
education  of  the  several  apprentices  or  servants,  for  whom  the  capital  is 
given  respectively,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship  or  ser- 
vice of  each,  to  pay  to  him  or  her  the  said  snm  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  any  interest  aecrued  thereon,  if  any  such  interest  shall  remain  un- 
expended; in  assigning  any  indenture,  preference  shall  be  given  to  tie 
mother,  father,  or  next  relation,  as  assignee,  should  snch  mother,  father, 
or  relative  desire  it,  and  be  at  the  same  time  respectable  and  competent. 

XVII.  I  pve  and  bequeath  to  Francis  Hesley  (son  of  Mrs.  S.  Eesley, 
who  is  mother  of  Marianne  Hesley),  the  sum  of  one  thmaand  dollars, 
over  and  above  suoh  sum  as  may  be  due  to  him  at  my  decease. 

XVIH.  I  charge  my  real  estate  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  with  the 
payment  of  the  several  annuities  or  sums  following  (the  sdd  annuities  to 
be  paid  by  the  treasurer  or  other  proper  officers  of  tie  city  of  Phi3adel- 
phia,  appointed  by  the  corporation  thereof  for  the  purpose,  out  of  the 
rents  and  pi-ofits  of  said  real  estate  hereinafter  directed  to  be  kept  con- 
stantly rented),  namely : 
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1st.  I  give  ■Jnd  bejneatli  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  IngersoU,  widow  of  Jared 
logersoU,  Ebj  ,  hte  ot  tbe  city  of  Pliiladelplija,  counsellor  at  law,  an 
annuity,  or  yearly  enm.  of  one  thcmand  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half- 
yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  during 
her  life. 

2d.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Catherine  Girard,  now  widow  of  Mr. 
J.  B.  Hoskins,  who  died  in  the  Isle  of  France,  an  annuity,  or  yearly  <ium 
of  four  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advanoe, 
of  two  hundred  dollars  each,  during  her  life. 

3d.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Jane  Taylor,  wy  present  hnuse- 
keeper  (the  widow  of  the  late  Captain  Alexander  Taylor,  who  waa 
master  of  my  ship  KelvetiuB,  and  died  in  my  employment),  an  annuity, 
or  yearly  aum  of  Jice  htind/red  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  pay- 
ments, in  advance,  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  duEars  earh,  during 
her  life. 

4th.  I  ^ve  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  8.  Hesley,  my  housekeeper  at  my 
place  in  Passynnk  township,  an  annuity,  or  yearly  snm  of  ^e  Maidred 
dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advanoe,  of  two  hundred 
aiid  fifty  dollars  eaoh,  during  her  life. 

6th.  I  give  and  l^iueath  t)  Manannt  Hesley  daughter  to  Mrs.8 
Hesley,  an  ann  nty  or  yearly  stun  of  three  liu  drbd  dolU  ra  to  be  paid 
to  her  mother  for  her  ise,  m  halt  yearly  p'ijments  m  ilvinoe  of  one 
hundred  and  hfty  dollars  eich  until  the  sa  1  Marianne  shall  hive  at- 
twned  the  age  ot  twenty  one  year-i  when,  the  said  annuity  shall  ceaae 
and  the  said  Marianne  wiU  rtceive  the  iive  hundred  doEara  given  to 
her  and  other  mdeiit«d  persons  according  to  the  clause  XVI  of  this 

ym. 

6th.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  lata  housekeeper  Mary  Kenton,  an 
annuity,  or  yearlv  sum  ot  three  hui 3  eA  7  IJa^s  U.  be  pail  in  half 
yearly  payments  in  advanet  of  cne  hundred  and  lifty  dclhrs  each 
during  her  lite 

7  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Deboiah  Scott,  sister  ot  Mary  Eenton, 
and  wife  of  Mr.  Edwin  T.  Scott,  an  annuity,  or  yearly  sum  of  three  hun- 
JreJ  lollari,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  during  her  life. 

8th  I  fe  v6  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Oatherine  M'Laren,  sistei-  of  Mary 
Kenton  and  wife  of  Mr.  M'ljaren,  an  annuity,  or  yearly  sum  of  thrm 
hundred  Aollwrt,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advauee,  of  one 
bundled  and  fifty  dollars  each,  during  her  life. 

Sth  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Amelia  ft.  Taylor,  wife  of  Mr.  Rich- 
ard M  Tavlor,  an  annuity,  or  yearly  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to 


.y  Google 


260  LIVES   OF   AilERICAN   MEllCKAKTS. 

be  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  eaoh,  during  her  life. 

XIX.  All  that  part  of  my  real  and  pergonal  estate,  near  "Wasiit^  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  said  real  estate  consisting  of  npwards  of  two 
tnndred  and  eighty  thousand  arpens,  or  acres  of  land,  and  including 
therein  the  settlement  hereinafter  mentioned,  I  give,  devise,  and  be- 
queath, as  follows,  namely  r  1.  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  N'ew  Orleans,  their  suooesaors  and  assigns,  all 
that  part  of  my  i-eal  estate,  constituting  the  settlement  formed  on  my 
behalf  by  my  particular  friend.  Judge  Henry  Bi-ee,  of  Washita,  consist- 
ing of  upwards  of  one  thousand  arpens,  or  acres  of  land,  with  the  appur- 
tenances and  improvements  thereon,  and  also  all  the  personal  estate 
thereto  belon^ng,  and  thereon  remdning,  including  upwards  of  thirty 
slaves  now  on  said  settlement,  and  their  increase,  in  trust,  however, 
and  snbjeot  to  the  following  rraervalions : 

I  desire,  that  no  part  of  the  said  estate  or  property,  or  the  slaves 
thereon,  or  thdr  increase,  shall  be  disposed  of  or  sold  for  the  term  of 
twenty  years  from  and  after  my  decease,  shonld  the  said  Judge  Henry 
Bree  survive  me  and  live  so  long,  but  that  the  said  settlement  shall  be 
kept  up  by  the  said  Judge  Henry  Bree,  for  and  during  said  term  of 
twenty  years,  as  if  it  was  his  own ;  that  is,  it  shall  remmn  under  his  sole 
care  and  control ;  he  shall  improve  the  same  by  raising  such  produce  as 
he  may  deem  most  advisable,  and  after  paying  taxes,  and  all  expenses  in 
keeping  np  the  settlement,  by  clothing  the  slaves  and  otherwise,  he  shall 
have  and  enjoy  for  his  own  use,  all  the  net  profits  of  said  settlement. 
Provided,  however,  and  I  desire  that  the  said  Jndge  Henry  Bree,  shall 
render,  annually,  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Hew  Orleans,  arepoi-t 
of  the  state  of  the  settlement,  the  income  and  espenditnre  thei'eof,  the 
number  and  increase  of  the  slaves,  and  the  net  result  of  the  whole.  I 
desire  that,  at  the  espiration  of  the  said  t«rm  of  twenty  years,  or  on  the 
decease  of  the  said  Judge  Henry  Bree,  should  he  not  live  so  long,  the 
land  and  improvements  forming  said  settlement,  the  slaves  thereon,  or 
thereto  belongmg,  and  all  other  appurtenant  personal  property,  shaE  be 
sold,  as  soon  as  the  said  corporation  shall  deem  it  advisable  to  do  so, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  sfud  sale  or  sales  shall  be  appKed  by  the  said 
corporation  to  such  uses  and  purposes  as  they  shall  consider  most  hkely  to 
promote  the  health  and  general  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  ITew  Orleans.  But,  until  the  sMd  sale  shall  be  made,  the  said  corpora^ 
taon  shall  pay  all  taxes,  prevent  waste  or  intrusion,  and  so  manage  the 
said  settlement  and  the  slaves,  and  their  increase  thereon,  as  to  derive 
an  income,  and  the  sdd  income  shall  be  applied,  fi-om  time  to  lime,  to 
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the  same  uses  and  pui-posea  for  tlic  health  and  goneral  prosperity  of  the 
siild  inhabitants. 

2.  I  give,  deyiee,  and  t)equeath  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  their  snocessora  and  ssdgas,  two  undivided  third  parta 
of  flU  the  rest  and  residue  of  mj  said  real  estate,  being  the  lands  unim- 
proved near  "Washita,  in  tke  said  State  of  Lonisiana,  in  tmst,  that,  in 
common  with  the  Coi-poration  of  tlie  city  of  New  Orleans,  they  shall 
pay  the  taxes  on  tlie  said  lands,  and  preserve  them  fi'om  waste  or  intra- 
Bion,  for  the  tei-m  of  ten  years  from  and  after  my  decease,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  said  term,  when  they  shall  deem  it  aiSvisahle  to  do  so,  shall 
sell  and  dispose  of  their  interest  in  said  lands  gradually  from  time  to 
time,  and  apply  the  proceeds  of  snoh  sales  to  the  same  uses  and  pur- 
poses hereinafter  declared  and  directed,  of  and  concerning  the  i-esidne 
of  my  personal  estate. 

8.  And  I  pve,  devise,  and  bequeath  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  their  successors  and  assigns,  the  remaining  one  undivided 
third  part  of  the  said  lands,  in  trust,  in  common  with  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  to  pay  the  taxes  on  the  said  lands, 
and  preserve  them  ft-om  waste  and  intmsion,  for  the  term  of  ten  jeaia 
ftom  and  after  my  decease,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  said  term,  when  they 
shall  deem  it  advisable  to  do  so,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  their  interest  in 
said  lands  gradually  from  time  to  time,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of 
enoh  sale  to  such  uses  and  purposes  as  the  said  corporation  may  consider 
most  likely  to  promote  the  health  and  general  prosperity  of  the  inhabits 
ants  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

XX.  And,  whereas,  I  have  been  for  a  long  time  impressed  with  the 
importaneo  of  "ednoating  the  poor,  and  of  placing  them,  by  the  early 
cnltivatioB  of  their  minds,  and  tiie  development  of  their  moral  prhici- 
ples,  above  the  many  temptations  to  which,  through  poveity  and  igno- 
rance, they  are  exposed ;  and  I  am  particularly  desirons  to  provide  for 
such  a  number  of  poor  male  white  orphan  children,  as  can  be  trained  in 
one  institution,  a  better  ednoation,  as  well  us  a  more  comfortable  main- 
tenance, than  they  usually  receive  from  the  application  of  the  public 
funds :  and,  whereas,  tc^ther  witii  tlie  object  just  adverted  to,  I  have 
sincerely  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and,  as  a  part 
of  it,  am  desirous  to  impi-ove  the  ndghborhood  of  the  river  Delaware,  so 
that  the  health  of  the  citizens  may  be  promoted  and  preaerved,  and  that 
the  eastern  part  of  the  dty  may  be  made  to  correspond  better  with  the 
interior,  Now,  I  do  ^ve,  devise,  and  bequeath  all  the  residue  and  re- 
mainder of  my  real  and. personal  estate  of  every  sort  and  kind  where- 
eoever  Mtuate  (the  real  estate  in  Pennsylvania  charged  as  iiforesaid). 
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unto  -'the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  PhiMelphia,"  theii-  auc- 
ce63ors  and  assigns,  in  trust,  to  and  for  the  aeveral  uses,  intents,  and  por- 
poses,  hereiDafter  mentioned  and  declared  of  and  oonceming  the  same, 
that  is  to  say :  so  fer  aa  regnrda  my  real  estate  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
trast,  that  no  part  thereof  shall  ever  be  sold  or  alienated  by  the  said 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  or  their  successors,  but 
the  same  shall  forever  thereafter  l>e  let  from  time  to  time,  to  good  ten- 
ants, at  yearly  or  other  renfa,  and  upon  leases  in  possession  mot  exceed- 
ing five  years  from  the  commencement  thereof,  and  that  the  rents,  issues, 
and  profits  ansing  therefrom,  shall  be  applied  toward  keeping  that  part 
of  the  said  rea!  estate  situate  in  the  city  and  Kbertiea  of  Philadelphia 
constantly  in  good  repair  (parts  elsewhere  situate  to  he  kept  in  repair  by 
the  tenants  thereof  respectjvely),  and  toward  iraprovmg  the  same,  when- 
ever necessary,  by  erecting  new  buildings ;  and  that  the  net  residue 
(after  paying  the  several  annuities  herein  before  provided  for),  be  ap- 
plied fjj  the  same  uses  and  purposes  as  are  herein  declared  of  and  con- 
cerning the  residue  of  my  personal  estate ;  and  so  fer  as  regai'ds  my  real 
estate  in  Kentucky,  now  under  the  cai'e  of  Messrs.  Triplett  and  Brum- 
ley,  in  trust,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same,  whenever  it  may  he 
expedient  to  do  ao,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  to  the  same 
uses  and  purposes  as  are  herem  declared  of  and  concerning  the  residue 
of  my  personal  estate. 

XZI.  And  so  far  as  regards  the  residue  of  my  persona!  estate,  in  ti'ust, 
as  to  two  milUons  0/ dollars,  part  thereof  to  apply  and  expend  so  much 
of  that  sum  as  may  be  necessary,  in  erecting,  as  soon  as  praoUoably  may 
be,  ia  the  centre  of  my  square  of  ground  between  High  and  Chestnut 
streets,  and  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
{which  square  of  ground  I  hei-ehy  devote  for  the  purposes  hei-einafter 
stated,  and  for  no  other,  forever),  a  permanent  college,  with  suitable 
out-buildings,  sufficiently  apacious  for  the  residence  and  accommodation 
of  at  least  three  hundred  soholara,  aud  the  requisite  teaohera  and  other 
persons  necessary  in  such  an  institution  as  I  direct  to  be  established,  and 
in  supplying  the  said  college  and  ontbnildings  with  decent  and  suitable 
furniture,  as  well  as  books,  and  all  things  needful  to  carry  into  effect  my 
general  design. 

■  Tlie  sdd  college  shall  be  constructed  with  the  most  durable  materials, 
and  in  the  most  permanent  manner,  avoiding  needless  ornament,  and 
attending  chiefly  to  the  strength,  convenience,  and  neatness  of  the 
whole :  it  shall  he  at  least  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  east  and  west,  and 
one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  north  and  south,  and  shall  he  built  on  lines 
parallel  with  High  and  Ohesfmit  streets,  and  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  sti-eets, 
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provided  those  lioes  shall  eonstitute  at  their  junction  right  angles :  it 
Bhall  be  three  stories  in  height,  each  story  at  least  fifteen  feet  high  in  the 
clear  from  the  flcmr  to  the  cornice :  it  shall  he  fire-pi-oof  inside  and  out- 
side. The  floors  and  the  roof  to  be  formed  of  sohd  materials,  on  ftrohw 
turned  on  proper  centers,  so  that  no  wood  may  he  used,  except  for 
doors,  windows;  and  shntters :  cellflw  shall  be  made  under  the  building, 
solely  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution ;  the  doora  to  them  from  the 
outside  shall  be  on  the  east  and  west  of  the  building,  and  access  to  them 
from  the  inside  shall  he  had  by  steps,  descending  to  the  cellar-floor  ii-om 
each  of  the  entries  or  halls  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  the  inside  cellar- 
doors  to  open  under  the  stairs  on  the  northeast  and  northwest  corners 
of  the  northern  entry,  and  under  the  st^'s  on  the  southeast  and  south- 
west cornei-s  of  the  southern  entry ;  thei-e  shall  be  a  cellar-window  un- 
der and  in  line  with  each  window  In  the  first  story— they  shall  he  built 
one  half  below,  the  other  half  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  the 
^onnd  outside  each  window  shall  be  supported  by  stout  walls;  the 
sashes  should  open  inside,  on  hinges,  like  doors,  and  there  should  be 
etroDg  iron-bars  outside  each  window ;  the  windows  inside  and  outside 
should  not  be  less  than  four  feet  wide  in  the  clear:  there  shall  be  in 
each  story  four  rooms,  each  room  not  less  than  fifty  feet  square  in  the 
clear ;  the  four  rooms  on  each  floor  to  occupy  tlie  whole  space  east  and 
W£st  on  such  floor  or  story,  and  the  middle  of  the  huilding  north  and 
south;  so  that  in  the  north  of  the  building,  and  in  the  south  thereof, 
there  may  remain  a  space  of  equal  dimensions, -for  an  entry  or  hall  in 
each,  for  stairs,  and  landings:  in  the  northeast  and  in  the  northwest 
corners  of  the  northern  entry  or  hall  on  the  first  floor,  stairs  shall  be 
made  so  as  to  form  a  double  staircase,  which  shall  he  carried  up  through 
the  several  stoi-ies ;  and,  in  like  manner,  in  the  southeast  and  southwest 
corners  of  the  southern  enti-y  or  hall,  staira  shall  he  made,  on  the  first 
floor,  80  as  to  form  a  double  staircase,  to  he  cai-ried  up  through  the  sev- 
eral stories ;  the  steps  of  the  stairs  to  be  made  of  smooth  white  marble, 
with  pldn  square  edges,  each  step  not  to  exceed  nine  mohes  in  the  rise, 
nor  to  he  lees  than  ten  inches  ia  the  tread:  the  outside  and  inside  foun- 
dation waUs  shall  he  at  least  ten  feet  high  in  the  clear  from  the  ground 
to  the  ceding;  the  first  floor  shall  be  at  least  three  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  ground  around  the  building,  after  that  ground  shall  have  been  SO 
regulated  as  that  there  shall  he  a  gradual  descent  from  the  center  to  the 
side  of  the  square  formed  by  High  and  Chestnut  and  Eleventh  and 
Twelfth  streets;  all  the  outade  foundation  walls,  forming  the  cellars, 
shall  be  three  feet  six  inches  .diick  up  to  the  first  floor,  or  as  high  as 
may  be  necessary  to  fis  the  centers  for  the  fli-st  floor ;  and  the  Inside 
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fonndation  TOall,  runcing  north  and  south,  and  the  three  iuside  fonnda- 
tion  walls  runniiig  east  and  west  (intended  to  receive  the  interior  walls 
for  tJie  four  rooms,  each  not  less  than  fifty  feet  square  in  the  clear,  above 
mentioaed)  shall  he  three  feet  thiok  np  to  the  first  floor,  or  as  high  as 
may  he  neceasary  to  fix  the  centers  for  the  first  floor ;  when  oarried  so 
fer  up,  the  outside  walls  aliall  be  reduced  to  two  feet  iu  thickness,  leavr 
ing  a  recess  outside  of  one  foot,  and  Lnsiide  of  sis  inches— and  when  car- 
ried so  far  up,  the  inside  foundation  walls  shall  also  he  reduced,  six 
inches  on  each  side,  to  the  fJiickness  of  two  feet ;  centers  shall  then  be 
fixed  on  the  various  recesses  of  sis  inches  throughout,  left  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  proper  arches  shall  be  tnrned,  and  the  first  floor  laid ;  the  out- 
side and  the  inside  wall  shall  then  be  carried  up  to  the  thickness  of  two 
feet  tLroaghout,  as  high  as  may  be  necessary  to  begin  the  recess  iatend- 
ed  t<p  fis  the  centers  of  the  second  floor,  that  is,  the  floor  of  the  four 
rooms,  each  not  less  than  fifty  feet  square  in  the  clear,  and  for  the  land- 
ing in  the  north,  and  the  landing  in  the  south  of  the  building,  where  the 
stairs  are  to  go  up ;  at  this  stage  of  the  work,  a  chain,  composed  of  bars 
of  inch-square  iron,  each  bar  about  ten  ffeet  Jong,  and  linked  together  by 
hooks  formed  of  the  ends  of  the  bars,  shall  be  laid  straightlj  and  hori- 
zontally along  the  sevei'al  walls,  and  shall  be  as  tightly  as  possibly 
worked  into  the  center  of  them  throughout,  and  shall  be  seoared  whei-- 
over  necessary,  especially  at  all  the  angles,  by  iron  clamps  solidly  fast- 
enod,  90  as  to  prevent  cracking  or  swerving  in  any  part ;  centers  shall 
then  be  laid,  the  proper  arohes  turned  for  the  second  fioor  and  land- 
ings, and  the  second  floor  and  landings  shall  be  Idd ;  the  outside  and 
the  inside  walls  shall  ihea  be  carried  up  of  the  same  thickneas  of  two 
feet  throughout,  as  high  aa  may  be  necessary  to  begm,  in  the  recess  in- 
tended, to  fix  fie  centers  for  the  third  floor  and  landings,  and,  when 
so  flir  carried  up,  another  chwn,  similar  in  all  respects  to  that  used  at 
the  second  story,  shall  be  in  like  manner  worked  into  the  walla  through- 
out, as  tightly  as  possible,  and  clamped  in  the  same  way  with  equal 
care;  centei's  shall  be  formed,  the  proper  arohes  turned,  and  the  third 
floor  and  landings  shall  be  laid ;  the  outside  and  the  inside  walls  shall 
then  be  cai'ried  up,  of  the  same  thickness  of  two  feet  throughout,  as 
high  as  may  be  necessary' to  begin  tlie  recess  intended  to  fix  the  centers 
for  the  roof;  and,  when  so  carried  up,  a  third  chain,  in  all  reapeots  like 
those  used  at  the  second  and  third  stories,  shall,  in  the  manner  before 
described,  be  worked  as  tightly  as  possible  into  the  walls  throughout, 
and  shall  be  clamped  with  equal  care :  centers  shall  now  be  flsed  in  the 
manner  best  adapted  for  the  roof,  which  is  to  form  the  ceiling  for  the 
third  story,  the  proper  ai-ches  shall  be  turned,  and  the  roof  shall  he  laid 
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as  nearly  horizoatallj  as  may  be,  conaistently  with  the  easy  passage  of 
water  to  the  eaves :  the  outside  wdls,  still  of  the  tliickaess  of  two  feet 
throughout,  shall  then  be  carried  np  about  two  feet  aboTe  the  level  of 
the  platform,  and  sha]l  have  marble  capping,  with  a  strong  and  neat 
iron-railing  thereon.  The  outside  waUs  shall  be  &ced  with  slabs  or 
blocks  of  mai-bie  or  granite,  not  lesa  thaa  two  feet  thick,  and  fastened 
together  with  clamps  securely  sunk  therein;  they  shall  be  carried  np 
flush  from  the  recess  formed  at  the  first  floor  where  the  foundation  ont- 
Mde  wall  is  reduced  to  two  feet ;  tlie  floors  and  landings,  as  well  as  tlio 
roof,  shall  be  covered  with  marble  slabs,  seourely  laid  in  mortar ;  the 
slabs  on  the  i-oof  to  be  twice  as  thick  as  those  on  the  floors.  In  oon- 
sti'ucting  the  walls,  as  well  as  in  turning  the  arches,  and  laying  the 
floors,  landings,  and  roof,  good  and  strong  mortar  and  grout  shall  he 
used,  so  that  no  cavity  whatever  may  anywhere  remain.  A  furnace  or 
fiimaces  for  the  generation  of  iieated  air  shall  be  placed  in  the  cellar, 
and  the  heated  air  shall  be  introduced  in  adeq^uate  quantity,  wherever 
wanted,  by  means  of  pipes  and  flues  insei-ted  and  made  for  the  purpose 
in  the  walls,  and  as  those  walls  shall  be  constmoted.  In  case  it  shall  be 
found  expedient,  for  the  purposes  of  a  libi-ai^,  or  otherwise,  to  increase 
the  number  of  rooms,  by  dividing  any  of  those  directed  to  be  not  less 
than  fifty  feet  sqnare  in  the  clear,  into  parts,  the  partition  walls  to  be 
of  solid  materials.  A  room  most  suitable  for  the  purpose,  shall  be  set 
apart  for  the  reeeptJon  and  preservation  of  my  books  and  papers,  and  I 
direct  that  they  shall  be  placed  there  by  my  executors,  and  careftdly 
preserved  therein.  There  shall  be  two  principal  doors  of  entrance  into 
the  college,  one  into  the  entry  or  hall  on  the  first  floor,  'Ji  the  north  of 
the  building,  and  in  the  center  between  the  east  and  west  walls,  the 
other  in  the  entry  or  hall  in  the  south  of  the  building,  and  in  the  center 
between  the  east  and  west-walls;  the  dimensions  to  be  determined  by 
a  due  regard  to  the  size  of  the  enthe  building,  to  tliat  of  the  entry,  and 
to  the  purpose  of  the  doors.  The  necessity  for,  as  weh  as  the  position 
and  siae  of  other  doors,  internal  or  external,  and  also  the  position  and 
size  of  the  windows,  to  be,  in  like  manner,  decided  on  by  a  considera- 
tion of  the  uses  to  which  the  building  ia  to  he  applied,  the  size  of  the 
building  itsehj  and  of  the  several  rooms,  and  of  the  advantages  of  light 
and  air :  there  should  in  each  instance  be  double  doors,  those  opening 
into  the  rooms  to  be  what  are  termed  glass  doors,  so  as  to  inoreaae  the 
quantity  of  hght  for  each  room,  and  those  opening  outward  to  be  of 
substantial  woodwork,  well  lined  and  secured ;  the  windows  of  the  sec- 
ond and  third  stories  I  recommend  to  be  made  hk  the  style  of  those  In 
the  first  and  second  stories  of  my  present  dwelling-hoose,  Worth  "Water- 


ijGoogle 


266  LIVES   OF   AMERICAN   MEEOEANTS. 

street,  on  the  eaatera  front  thereof;  aad  outeide  each  window,  I  recom- 
mend that  s.  substantial  and  neat  iron  balcony  he  placed,  sufficiently 
wide  to  aiJmit  the  opening  of  the  shatters  against  the  walk ;  the  win- 
dows of  the  lower  story  to  be  in  the  same  style,  escept  that  they  are 
not  to  deaoend  to  the  floor,  but  so  for  as  the  surbaae,  np  to  wLich  the 
wall  is  to  be  carried,  as  is  the  case  in  tie  lower  story  of  my  house  at 
my  place  in  Passynnk  township.  Ie  minute  particulars  not  here  ncv- 
tioed,  ntiJity  and  good  taste  should  determine.  There  shoold  he  at  least 
four  outbuildings,  detached  from  the  main  edifice  and  from  each  other, 
and  in  such  positions  as  shaJl  at  once  answer  the  purposes  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  be  consistent  with  the  symmetry  of  the  whole  establishment. 
Each  building  should  be,  as  for  as  practicable,  devoted  to  a  distinct  pur- 
pose ;  in  that  one  or  more  of  those  buildings,  in  which  they  may  be 
most  useful,  I  direct  my  esecntors  to  piace  my  plate  and  farniture  of 
every  sort. 

The  entire  square,  formed  by  High  and  Chestnut  streets,  and  Elerenth 
and  Twelfth  streets,  shall  be  inclosed  with  a  solid  wall,  at  least  fourteen 
inches  thick,  and  ten  feet  high,  capped  with  marble,  and  guarded  with 
irons  on  the  top,  so  aa  to  prevent  persons  from  getting  over ;  there  shall 
he  two  places  of  entrance  into  the  square,  one  in  the  centre  of  the  wall 
facing  High-street,  and  the  othei-  iii  the  centre  of  the  wall  tioing  Ohest- 
nut-street:  at  each  place  of  entrance  there  shall  he  two  gales,  one 
opening  inward,  and  the  other  outward,  those  opening  inward  to  be  of 
iron,  and  in  the  style  of  the  gates  north  and  south  of  my  banking  house ; 
and  those  opening  outward  to  be  of  substantial  wood  work,  well  lined 
and  secured  on  the  faces  thereof  with  aheet^u-on.  The  messuages  now 
erected  on  the  southeast  corner  of  High  and  Twelfth  streets,  and  on 
Twelfth-street,  to  be  taken  down  and  removed  aa  soon  as  the  ooflege 
and  out-buildings  shall  have  been  erected,-  so  that  the  establishment 
may  be  rendered  secure  and  private. 

When  the  college  and  appurtenances  shall  have  been  oonsfmoted  and 
supplied  with  plain  and  snitaWe  fiirniture  and  books,  philosophical  and 
esperimental  instruments  and  apparatus,  and  all  other  matters  needftl 
to  carry  mj  genei;^  design  into  execution,  the  income,  issues,  and  profits 
of  so  much  of  the  sdd  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  as  shall  remain 
nnespended,  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  the  sMd  college  according  to 
my  directions. 

1.  The  institution  shall  be  organized  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  more  effectually,  due  public  notice  of  the  in- 
tended opening  of  the  college  shall  be  given — so  that  there  may  be  an 
opjiortunity  to  make  seleolions  of  competent  instructors,  and  other 
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agents,  aud  ttose  who  may  have  the  cliarge  of  orphans  may  be  aware  of 
the  proyision  mtended  for  them. 

3.  A  competent  number  of  instraotora,  teachers,  aasistflnta,  and  other 
neceeaary  agents  shall  be  selected,  and  when  needful,  their  places,  from 
tjme  to  time,  supplied :  they  ahal!  receive  adeqnate  compensation  for 
their  services ;  bat  no  person  shall  be  employed,  who  shall  not  be  of 
tried  akiU  in  his  or  her  proper  department,  of  established  moral  ohar- 
acter,  and  in  all  oaaea  persons  shall  be  chosen  on  account  of  tbeir  merit, 
and  not  through  favor  or  intrigue. 

3.  As  mauy  poor  white  male  orphans,  between  the  age  of  sis  and  ten 
years,  as  the  said  income  shall  be  adequate  to  maintain,  shall  be  intro- 
duced into  the  oolite  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  from  time  to  time,  aa 
there  may  be  vacancies,  or  as  increased  ability  from  income  maj  war- 
rant, othei-s  shall  be  introduced. 

4.  On  the  apphcation  for  admission,  an  aooural*  statement  should  be 
taken  in  a  boot,  prepared  for  the  purpose,  of  the  name,  birthplace,  age, 
healtli,  condition  as  to  relatives,  and  other  particulars  usefal  to  be 
known  of  eaoh  orphan. 

6.  No  orphans  should  be  admitted  until  the  guardians  or  directors  of 
the  po  or  a  proper  guardian  or  other  competent  authority,  shall  have 
gi  en  Ij  indenture,  relinquishment,  or  otherwise,  adequate  power  to 
th  maj  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Philaddphia,  or  to  directors,  or 
others  I  y  tliem  appointed,  to  enforce,  in  relation  to  each  orphan,  every 
p  op  traint,  and  to  prevent  relatives  or  others  from  interfering  with, 
or  w  thd  awing  such  orphan  from  the  institution. 

6.  Those  orphans,  for  whose  admission  application  shall  first  be  made 
sliflll  be  first  introduced,  all  other  things  concurring — and  at  all  future 
times,  priority  of  application  shall  entitle  the  applicant  to  pi'oference  in 
admission,  aU  other  tilings  concurring ;  hut  if  there  shall  be,  at  any  time, 
more  applicants  than  vacanoiea,  and  the  applying  orphans  sliall  have 
been  bom  in  different  places,  a  preference  shall  be  given— ^raf,  to  or- 
phans born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  second^/,  to  those  born  in  any 
other  pai-t  of  Pennsylvania ;  tMrdl^,  lo  those  born  in  the  city  of  New 
Tort  (that  bang  the  first  port  on  the  continent  of  North  America  at 
which  I  arrived) ;  and  lasth/,  to  those  bom  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
being  the  first  port  on  the  sdd  continent  at  which  I  first  traded,  in  the 
first  instance  as  first  ofBcer,  and  subsequently  as  master  and  part  owner 
of  ft  vessel  and  cargo. 

V,  The  orphans  admitted  into  the  college,  shall  be  there  fed  with  plain 
but  wholesome  food,  clothed  with  plain  but  decent  apparel  (no  distinct- 
ive drees  ever  to  be  worn),  and  lodged  in  a  plain  bnt  safe  manner ;  dae 
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regard  shall  be  pdd  to  their  health,  and  to  (hb  end  their  personr  Mid 
clothes  shall  be  kept  clean,  and  thej  slial!  have  suitable  and  rational 
exercise  and  recreation ;  they  shall  be  inatraoted  iu  the  varions  branches 
of  a  sound  education,  comprehending  reading,  ■writing,  grammar,  ai'ith- 
metio,  geography,  navigation,  surveying,  praotioal  mathematics,  astron- 
omy, natural,  chemical,  and  experimental  philosophy,  tlie  Trench  and 
Spanish  langnages  (I  do  not  forbid,  but  I  do  not  recommend  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages),  and  suob  other  learning  and  science  as  the  capa- 
cities of  the  several  scholai's  may  roerit  or  warrant :  I  would  have  them 
taught  tacta  and  things,  rather  than  worda  or  aigna ;  and  especially,  I 
desire,  that  by  every  proper  means  a  pure  attachment  to  our  Republican 
institutions,  and  to  the  sacred  rights  of  conscience,  as  guaranteed  by 
oar  happy  constitntiona,  shall  be  formed  and  fostered  in  tlie  minds  of 
tha  scholars. 

8.  Should  it  unfortunately  happen,  tliat  any  of  the  orphans  admitted 
into  the  college,  shall,  from  malconduct,  have  become  nniit  companions 
for  the  Test,  and  mild  means  of  reformation  prove  abortive,  they  shall 
no  longer  remain  therein. 

9,  Those  scholars,  who  shall  merit  it,  shall  remain  in  the  college  until 
they  shall  respectively  arrive  at  between  fourteen  and  eighteen  yeai's  of 
age ;  they  shall  then  be  hound  out  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  or  imder  their  direction,  to  suitable  occupaticns,  aa  those 
of  agriculture,  navigation,  arts,  mechauioal  trades,  and  manufactures, 
according  to  the  capacities  and  aoqnirementa  of  the  scholars  respectively, 
consulting,  m  iar  aa  prudence  shall  justify  it,  the  inclinations  of  the 
several  scholars,  aa  to  the  occupation,  art,  or  trade,  to  be  leai-ned. 

In  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  college  and  its  appendages,  I 
leave,  necessaiily,  many  details  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  and  their  aaeoessors ;  and  I  do  so  with  the  more  con- 
fidence, as,  from  the  nature  of  my  bequests,  and  the  benefits  to  result 
irom  them,  I  trust  that  my  fellow-citizens  of  Philadelphia  will  observe 
and  evince  especial  care  and  ansiety  in  selecting  members  for  their  city 
councils,  and  other  agents. 

There  are,  however,  some  restrictions,  which  I  consider  it  my  duty 
to  prescribe,  and  to  be,  among  others,  conditions  on  which  my  bequest 
for  said  college  is  made,  and  to  be  ery'oyed,  namely ;  first,  I  enjoin  and 
require,  that  if  at  the  close  of  any  year,  the  income  of  the  fund  devoted 
to  the  purposes  of  the  stud  college  sliall  be  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  institution  daring  that  year,  then  the  balance  of  the 
stud  income,  after  defraying  such  m^tenauce,  shall  be  forthwith  in- 
vested in  good  securities,  thereafter  to  be  and  remain  a  part  of  tho 
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capital  i  but  in  no  eYent,  shall  any  poi-t  of  the  said  capital  le  sold,  dis- 
posed of,  or  pledged,  to  meet  the  currant  expenses  of  the  said  mstitution, 
to  ■which  I  demote  the  interest,  income,  and  dividenda  thereof,  eaolu- 
siTely:  secondly/,  I  enjoia  and  require  that  no  ecelmmtie,  mimona/ry, 
or  minister  of  awy  sect  lehateeer,  shall  ever  holcl  or  eaerem  ams  station 
or  duty  whatever  in  the  said  college ;  nor  shall  any  sach  person  eeer 
he  admitted  for  any  purpose,  or  as  a  visitor,  within  tlie  premises  appro- 
priated to  the  purposes  of  the  said  college : — In  mating  thia  reatricUou, 
I  do  not  mean  to  oast  any  reflection  upon  any  sect  or  person  whatso- 
ever ;  but  as  there  is  such  a  multitude  of  sects,  and  such  a  diversity  of 
opinion  among  them,  I  desire  to  keep  the  tender  minds  of  the  orphans, 
-who  are  to  derive  advantage  from  this  heqnest,  free  from  the  esdtement 
which  clashing  doctrines  and  sectarian  controversy  are  so  apt  to  pi-o- 
duee ;  my  desire  is,  that  all  the  instructors  and  teachers  in  tie  college, 
shall  take  pains  to  instillinto  the  minda  of  the  scholars,  (Ae  purest  pj'in- 
eipleS  of  moraUty,  so  that,  on  their  entrance  into  active  life,  they  may, 
from  incliTiatwn  and  haiit,  evince  ienenolenee  towaa-d  their  fellovh 
ereaPures,  and  a  love  of  truth,  sobriety,  and  irtMstry,  adoptmg  at  the 
same  time,  such  religious  tenets  m  their  matwred  reason  may  enable 
them  to  prefer.  If  the  income  arising  fi-om  that  part  of  the  said  sum  of 
two  millions  of  dollars,  i-eraaining  after  the  construction  and  fiirnishing 
of  the  college  and  out-buildings,  shall,  owing  to  the  increase  of  the  nnm- 
ber  of  orphans  applying  for  admission,  or  other  cansa,  be  inadequate  to 
the  construction  of  new  buildings,  or  to  the  maintenance  and  edncation 
of  as  many  orphans  as  may  apply  for  admission,  then  such  further  sum 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  of  new  buildings  bhA  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  such  fwther  number  of  orphans,  as  can 
be  mdntained  and  instructed  within  such  buildings  as  the  said  square 
of  gi-ound  shall  be  adequate  to,  shall  be  taken  from  the  final  residuary 
fund  hereinafter  espressly  referred  to  for  the  purpose,  comprehending 
the  income  of  my  real  estate  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  dividends  of  my  stock  in  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company— 
my  design  and  desire  being,  that  the  benchts  of  said  mstitatiin  shall  be 
extended  to  as  great  a  number  of  orphans,  as  the  limits  ot  the  slid 
square  and  buildings  therdn  can  atcommodate 

XXII.  And  as  to  the  furthei-  sum  ot  Jrse  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
part  of  the  residue  of  my  personal  estate  m  tru'it,  to  mvest  the  same 
securely,  and  to  keep  the  same  so  mvested,  and  to  apply  the  mcome 
thereof  exclusively  to  the  following  purposes ;  that  is  to  say : 

1.  To  lay  out,  regulate,  curb,  light,  and  pave  a  passage  or  street  on 
the  cast  part  of  the  wty  of  Philadelphia,  fronting  the  river  Delaware, 
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not  less  tJian  twenty-one  feet  wide,  ind  to  be  called  Selajoare  Avenue, 
extending  from  Yine  to  Oedar  street,  all  along  the  east  part  of  Water- 
Btreet  squares,  attd  the  west  side  ot  the  lugs,  which  form  the  heads  of 
the  docks,  or  thereabouts ;  and  to  this  inteat  to  obtain  such  Acts  of 
Assembly,  and  to  make  such  purchases  or  agreemeuta,  as  will  enable 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  to  remove  or  pnK 
down  all  the  buildings,  fences,  and  obstructions  which  may  be  in  the 
way,  and  to  prohibit  all  buildings,  fences,  oi  erections  of  any  kind  to 
the  eastward  of  said  avenne ;  to  fill  up  the  heads  ot  snch  of  tlie  docks 
as  may  not  afford  sufBcieut  room  for  the  said  street ;  and  t«  compel  the 
owners  of  wharres  to  keep  them  clean,  and  covered  completely  with 
gravel  or  other  hard  materials,  and  to  be  so  leveled  that  water  will  not 
remain  thereon  after  a  sliower  of  ridn ;  to  completely  clean  and  keep 
clean  all  the  docks  witliin  the  limits  of  tie  city,  fronting  on  the  Dela- 
ware ;  and  to  pnll  down  ail  platforms  earned  out,  from  the  east  part  of 
the  city  over  the  river  Delaware,  on  piles  or  pillars. 

3.  To  pull  down  and  remote  all  wooden  buildings,  as  well  those  made 
of  wood  and  other  combustible  materials,  as  those  called  brick-pajied, 
or  iirame  buildings  filled  in  with  bricks,  that  are  erected  within  the 
Kmita  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  also  to  prohibit  the  erection  of 
any  such  building,  within  the  said  city's  hmifs  at  any  future  tima 

8.  To  regulate,  widen,  pave,  and  curb  Water-street,  and  to  distribute 
the  Schuylkill  water  therein,  upon  the  following  plan,  that  is  to  say — 
that  "Water-street  be  widened,  east  and  west  fram  Viae-street,  all  the 
way  to  South-street,  in  like  manner  as  it  is  fi-om  the  front  of  my  dwell- 
ing to  the  front  of  my  stores  on  the  west  side  of  Water-street,  and  the 
r^nlation  of  the  curb-atones  continued  at  the  same  distance  fi-om  one 
another  aa  they  are  at  present  opposite  to  the  said  dwelling  and  stores, 
so  that  the  regulation  of  the  said  street  be  not  less  than  thirty-nine  feet 
wide,  and  iifford  a  large  and  convenient  footway,  clear  of  obstmetioiis 
and  incumbrances  of  every  nature,  and  the  cellar  doors  on  which,  if 
any  sliall  be  permitted,  not  fo  extend  from  the  buildmgs  on  to  the  foot- 
way more  tlian  four  feet ;  the  said  width  to  be  increased  gi'adually,  as 
the  fond  shall  permit,  and  as  the  oapaeity  to  remove  impediments  shall 
increase,  until  there  shall  be  a  correct  and  permanent  regulation  of 
Water-street,  on  the  principles  above  stated,  so  that  it  may  run  north 
and  south  as  etrtught  as  possible.  That  the  ten  feet  middle  alley,  be- 
loi^ng  to  the  public,  and  running  from  the  center  of  the  east  squares 
to  Front  street,  ail  the  way  down  across  Water-street  to  the  river  Dela- 
ware, be  kept  open  and  cleansed  as  city  property,  all  the  way  from 
Vine  to  South  street ;  that  snch  part  of  each  center  or  middle  alley  as 
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runs  from  Front  W  Water  Btreet,  be  ai-ohed  over  with  bricks  or  stone, 
in  so  strong  a  manner  as  to  facilitate  the  bnilding  of  pkin  and  pwma- 
nent  stoue  steps  and  platforms,  so  that  they  may  be  washed  and  kept 
oonstantly  clean ;  and  that  the  oontinuaiice  of  the  ssud  alleys,  from  the 
east  side  of  Water-street,  be  curbed  all  the  way  to  the  river  Delaware, 
and  kept  open  forever.  (I  understand  that  those  middle  or  center  alleys 
were  left  open  in  the  first  plan  of  the  lots,  on  the  east  front  of  the  city, 
which  were  grttttted  from  the  east  aide  of  Front-street  to  the  river  Dela- 
ware, and  that  each  lot  on.  said  east  front  has  contributed  to  make  tliose 
alleys,  by  giving  a  part  of  thear  ground  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  eaoli 
lot;  those  alleys  were  in  the  first  instance,  and  stjll  ai-e,  considered 
public  property,  intended  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  residing 
in  Front-street,  te  go  down  to  the  river  for  water  and  other  purposes ; 
but,  owing  to  neglect  or  to  some  other  oanse,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have  had  the  care  of  the  city  property,  several  encroachments  have 
been  made  on  them  by  individuals,  by  wholly  occnpjing,  or  bnilding 
over  them,  or  otherwise,  and  in  that  way  the  inhabitants,  more  par- 
ticularly those  who  reside  in.  the  neighborhood,  are  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  that  wholesome  an-,  which  their  openmg  and  cleansing 
throughout  would  afford.)  That  tlie  u-on  pipes,  in  Water-sti-eet,  which, 
by  being  of  smaller  size  thaa  those  in  the  other  streets,  and  too  near  the 
surfeoe  of  the  ground,  cause  constant  leaks,  pai-ticularly  in  the  winter 
Beason,  which  in  many  places  render  the  street  impassable,  be  taken  up 
and  replaced  by  pipes  of  the  same  size,  quahty,  and  dimensions  in  every 
respect,  and  hud  down  as  deeply  from  the  surfiice  of  the  ground,  as  the 
iron  pipes  which  are  laid  in  the  main  streets  of  the  city ;  and  as  it  re- 
speots  pumps  for  Schuylkill  water  and  fire-plugs  in  Water-street,  that 
one  of  each  be  fixed  at  the  southwest  comer  of  Vine  and  Water  streets, 
and  so  running  southward,  one  of  each  near  the  steps  of  the  eentflr 
alley,  going  up  to  Front-street ;  one  of  each  at  the  southwest  comer  of 
Sassafras  and  Water  street ;  one  of  each  near  the  steps  of  the  center 
alley  goii^  np  to  Front-street ;  and  so  on  at  every  southwest  comer  of 
all  the  main  streets  and  Water-street,  and  of  the  center  alleys  of  every 
square,  as  far  as  South  or  Oedar  street ;  and  when  the  same  shall  have 
been  completed,  that  all  Water-street  shall  be  repaved  by  the  best  work- 
men,  in  the  most  complete  manner,  with  the  best  paving  water-stones, 
after  the  height  of  the  curb-stones  shall  have  been  regulated  throughout^ 
as  well  as  the  ascent  and  descent  of  the  street,  in  such  manner  as  to 
conduct  the  water  through  the  main  streets  and  the  center  alleys  to  the 
river  Delaware,  as  for  as  practicable ;  and  whenever  any  part  of  the 
street  shall  want  to  be  rawed,  to  use  nothing  but  good  paving  gravel 
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for  that  purpose,  so  as  to  make  the  paving  as  ponnsnent  as  possible. 
By  all  which  improvements,  it  is  my  intention  to  place  and  maintain 
the  section  of  the  city  above  referred  to,  in  a  condition  which  will  cor- 
respond better  with  the  general  cleanliness  and  appearance  of  the  whole 
city,  and  be  more  consistent  with  the  safety,  health,  and  comfort  of  the 
oilJzens,  And  my  mind  and  wiU  are,  that  all  the  income,  interest,  and 
dividends  of  the  s^d  ciipital  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall 
be  yearly,  and  every  year,  expended  npon  the  said  objects,  in  the  order 
in  which  I  have  stated  them,  as  closely  as  possible,  and  upon  no  other 
objects  until  those  ennmerated  shall  have  been  attained :  and  when 
those  objects  shall  have  been  accomplished,  I  authorize  and  direct  the 
said,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens,  to  apply  snch  part  of  the  in- 
come of  the  said  capital  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollai's,  as  they 
may  think  proper,  to  the  further  improvement,  li'om  time  to  time,  of 
the  eastern  or  Delaware  front  of  the  city. 

5SIII.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  commonwealth  of  Penusylvania, 
the  sum  of  three  JmndTed  thnisand  dollara,  for  the  purpose  of  internal 
improvementa  by  canal  navigation,  to  be  pwd  into  the  state  treasury 
by  my  executors,  as  soon  as  such  laws  shall  have  been  enacted  by  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  said  commonwealth  as  shall  be  necessary, 
and  amply  safScient  to  carry  into  effect,  or  to  enable  the  constituted 
authorities  of  tiie  city  of  Philadelphia  to  caiTy  into  effect,  the  several 
improvements  above  specified ;  namely,  1.  Lmes,  to  cause  Delaware 
Avenne,  as  above  described,  to  be  made,  paved,  curbed,  and  lighted ; 
to  cause  the  buildings,  fences,  and  other  obstructions  now  existmg,  to 
be  abated  and  removed ;  and  to  prohibit  the  creation  of  any  such  ob- 
Btructjons  to  the  e^tward  of  said  Delaware  Avenne ;  2.  Lawi,  to  cause 
all  wooden  buildings,  as  above  described,  to  be  removed,  and  to  pro- 
hibit thmr  future  erection  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia ; 
3.  Laws,  providing  for  the  gradual  widening,  regulating,  paving,  and 
curbing  Water-street,  as  hereinbefore  described,  and  also  for  the  repair- 
ing the  middle  alleys,  and  introducing  the  SchuylMll  water,  and  pumjs, 
as  before  specified — all  which  objects  may,  I  persuade  myself,  be  accom- 
plished on  prmciplea  at  once  just  in  relation  to  individuals,  and  highly 
beneficial  to  the  public :  the  said  snm,  however,  not  to  be  paid,  unless 
said  laws  be  passed  within  one  year  after  my  decease. 

XXIV.  And  as  it  regards  the  remainder  of  said  residue  of  my  per- 
sonal estate,  in  trust,  to  inveet  the  same  in  good  securities,  and  in  liie 
manner  to  invest  the  interest  and  income  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  so 
that  the  whole  shall  form  a  permanent  fund ;  and  to  apply  the  income 
of  the  said  fund. 
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lat.  To  the  furtber  improyeraent  and  maintemmce  of  tlie  aforti'taiil 
college,  aa  directed  in  the  last  par.igrapb  of  the  twentj-fiL-st  clause  ot 
this  Will. 

2d.  To  enable  tbe  corporation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  provide 
more  effeotnaJly  thaa  they  now  do,  for  the  security  of  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  iahabitante  of  the  aaid  dtj  by  ft  competent  police,  in- 
cluding a  sufSoient  number  of  watchmen,  really  suited  to  the  purpose ; 
and  to  this  end,  I  recommend  a  division  of  the  city  icto  watch  districts, 
or  four  parts,  each  under  a  proper  head,  aud  that  at  least  two  watch- 
men shall,  in  each  rouud  or  station,  patrol  together. 

3d.  To  enable  the  said  corporation  to  improve  the  city  property,  and 
the  general  appearano©  of  the  city  itself,  and,  in  effect,  to  duninisb  the 
bm'den  of  tasation,  now  most  oppressive,  especially  on  those  who  are 
the  least  able  to  bear  it : 

To  all  which  objects,  the  prosperity  of  the  city,  and  the  health  and 
comfort  of  its  inhabitants,  I  devote  the  said  ftind  as  aforesaid,  and  direct 
the  income  thereof  to  be  apphed  yearly,  and  every  year  forever,  after 
providing  for  the  college  as  hereinbefoi-e  directed,  as  my  prinmry  object. 
But,  if  the  said  city  shall  knowingly  and  wilfiilly  violate  any  of  the 
conditions  hereinbefore  or  huremafter  mentioned,  then  I  give  and  be- 
qneath  the  said  remMider,  and  accnmulatious,  to  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  internal  navigation  ;  esoepting,  how- 
ever, the  rents,  ksues,  and  profits  of  my  real  estate  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Phdadelphia,  which  shall  forever  be  reserved  and  applied  to 
mmntain  the  aforesaid  college,  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  last  para-_ 
graph  of  the  twenty-flrst  clause  of  this  Will :  and  if  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  shall  fful  to  apply  this  or  the  preceding  bequest  to  the 
pmrposes  before  mentioned,  or  shall  apply  any  part  thereof  to  any  other 
use,  or  shall,  for  the  terra  of  one  year  from  the  time  of  my  decease,  iail 
or  omit  to  pass  the  laws  hereinbefore  specified  for  promoting  the  im- 
provement of  the  city  of  Philadelpbia,  then  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath 
the  said  remainder  and  aconmulationa  (the  rents  aforesaid  always  ex- 
cepted and  reserved  for  the  college  as  aforesaid)  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  tlie  purpose  of  internal  navigation,  and  no  other. 

Provided,  neveitheless,  aud  I  do  hereby  declare,  that  all  the  preceding 
bequests  and  devises  of  the  residne  of  my  estate  to  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  are  made  upon  the  following  express  con- 
ditions, that  is  to  say :  First,  That  none  of  the  moneys,  principal,  in- 
terest, dividends,  or  rents  arising  from  the  add  residuary  deviee  or  be- 
quest, shall  at  any  time  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  or  purposes 
whatever,  than  those  herein  mentioned  and  appointed ;  Second,  That 
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separate  accounts,  distinct  from  tbe  otter  accoants  of  tie  corporation, 
ahall  be  kept  by  the  said  corporation,  concerning  the  said  devise,  be- 
quest, college,  and  fnnds,  and  of  the  investment  and  application  thereof; 
and  that  a  separate  account  or  accounts  of  tbe  aame  shall  be  kept  ia 
blank,  not  blended  with  any  other  account,  so  that  it  may  at  all  times 
appear,  on  examination  by  a  committee  of  the  le^lature,  as  hereinafter 
mentioned,  that  my  intentions  had  been  fully  complied  with :  Third^ 
That  the  said  corporation  render  a  det^led  account  annually,  in  dupli- 
cate, to  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  sesaion,  one  copy  for  the  Senate,  and  the  other 
for  the  House  of  Representatives,  concerning  the  said  devised  and  be- 
queathed estate,  and  the  investment  and  application  of  the  same,  and 
also  a  report  in  like  manner  of  tbe  state  of  the  said  coUt^e,  and  shall 
submit  all  their  books,  papers,  and  accounts  touching  the  same,  to  a 
committee  or  committees  of  the  legislatm-e  for  examination,  when  the 
same  shall  be  required. 

4th.  The  said  corporation  shall  also  cause  to  be  published  m  the 
month  of  Janaarj,  annually,  ia  two  or  more  newspapers,  printed  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  a  concise  but  plain  account  of  the  state  of  the 
trusts,  devise,  and  bequests,  herein  declared  and  made,  comprehending 
the  condition  of  the  said  college,  the  number  of  scholars,  and  other  par- 
ticulars needful  to  be  publicly  known,  for  the  year  nest  preceding  the 
said  month  of  Jannary,  annually. 

XXV.  And  whereas,  I  have  esecuted  an  assignment,  in  trust,  of  my 
banking  establishment,  to  take  effect  the  day  before  my  decease,  to  the 
intent  that  all  the  concerns  thereof  may  be  dosed  by  themselves,  with- 
out being  blended  with  the  concerns  of  ray  general  estate,  and  the  bal- 
ance remaining  to  be  paid  over  to  my  executors :  Wow,  I  do  hereby 
direct  my  executors,  hereinafter  mentioned,  not  to  interfere  with  the 
said  trust  in  any  way  except  to  see  that  the  same  is  faithftUly  executed, 
and  to  aid  the  execution  thereof  by  all  such  aata  and  deeds  as  may 
be  necessary  and  espedient  to  effectuate  the  same,  so  that  it  may  be 
speedily  closed,  and  the  balance  paid  over  to  my  executors,  to  go,  as  in 
my  Will,  into  the  re^due  of  my  estate:  and  I  do  hereby  authonze, 
direct,  and  empower  the  smd  trustees,  fl-bm  time  to  time,  as  the  capital 
of  the  said  bank  shall  be  received,  and  shall  not  be  wanted  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  debts  due  thereat,  to  invest  the  same  in  good  securities, 
in  the  names  of  my  eseoutors,  and  to  hand  over  the  same  to  them,  to 
be  disposed  of  according  to  this  my  Will. 

SXVI.  ias%,  I  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  Timothy  Passon, 
Thomas  P.  Cope,  Joseph  Roberts,  "William  J".  Duane,  and  John  A. 
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Barclay,  eseontovs  of  this  my  last  "Will  aiid  Testament :  I  reocmmend 
to  them  to  close  the  concerns  of  my  estate  as  espeditionsly  aa  possible, 
and  to  see  that  my  intentions  in  respect  to  the  residue  of  my  estate  are 
and  shall  be  etriotly  complied  witli ;  and  I  do  hereby  revoie  all  other 
Wills  by  me  hitherto  made. 

In  witnesis,  I,  the  said  Stephen  Girard,  have  to  this  my  last  "Will  and 
Testament,  GontMned  in  thirty-flve  pages,  set  my  hand  at  the  hottom 
of  each  page,  and  my  hand  and  seal  at  the  bottom  of  this  page ;  the 
said  "Will  executed,  from  motives  of  pradence,  in  duplicate,  this  sixteenth 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. 
STEPHEN  GIEABD,  [sbai.]. 
Signed,  eealed,  puUiBhed,  and  declared  by  the  said  Stephen  Girard,  ae  and  foe 
his  last  Will  and  Testament,  in  the  pteaeBoe  of  U8,  who  have  at  his  reqaeat 
hereunto  aubaoribed  our  names  as  witnesses  tharato,  in  the  presence  of  the 
said  Testator,  and  of  eaoh  other,  Feb.  16, 1S30. 

JOHN  H.  IRWIN, 
SAMUEL  ARTHXTE, 
S.  H.  CAEPENTEE. 

After  tlie  execution  of  this  will,  Mr.  Girard  pm-cliased 
several  parcels  and  piee^  of  real  estate,  and  built  sundry 
messuages,  all  of  which,  on  tlie  SSth  of  December,  1830, 
he  passed  to  the  last  will  and  testament,  dated  Teb.  16, 
1830.  SnbsecLTiently  he  purchased,  from  William  Parker, 
the  Mansion  House  and  forty-five  acres  of  land,  called  Peel 
Hill,  on  the  Ridge  Eoad  in  Penn  Township,  and  in  another 
codicil  directed  that  the  orphan  establishment  provided  for 
in  his  will,  instead  of  being  built  as  therein  directed,  should 
be  built  upon  the  estate  so  purchased  from  Mr.  Parker,  "  in 
the  same  manner  as  he  had  the  sc^uare  of  groimd  between 
High  and  Chestnut  and  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets,  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia."  This  last  addenda  was  made  on 
the  20th  day  of  June,  1831.  The  square  at  first  allotted 
for  the  purpose  has  been  built  up  with  fine  dwellings  and 
stores,  the  rental  of  which  forms  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  fund  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Girard  College. 

The  site  upon  which  the  Girard  College  is  erected  cor- 
responds well  with  its  splendor  and  importance.     It  is 
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elevated  considerably  atove  tiie  general  level  of  the  sur- 
rounding buildings,  and  forms  a  conspicuous  object,  not 
only  from  the  higher  -windows  and  roofs  in  every  part  of 
Philadelphia,  but  fi-om  the  Delaware  river  many  miles  be- 
low the  city,  and  from  eminences  fai-  out  in  the  country. 

Fi-om  the  lofty  marble  roof  of  the  main  edifice  itself  (to 
which  access  is  so  easy  that  almost  every  visitor  ascends), 
the  view  is  also  exceedingly  beautifal,  embracing  the  city 
and  its  environs  for  many  miles  around,  iflid  the  course,  to 
theu'  confluence  eight  mil^  below,  of  both  those  noble 
rivers  which  inclose  the  city. 

The  question  might  naturally  have  been  asked,  while  this 
extraordinary  individual  was  living,  what  could  be  his  ob- 
ject in  accumulating  such  large  masses  of  wealth?  It  could 
not  have  been  the  spirit  of  the  miser,  who  would  grasp  his 
bars  of  gold,  and,  if  it  were  practicable,  carry  them  with 
him  into  his  grave,  for  he  dispensed  his  bounties  largely  to 
fevorite  benevolent  purposes  while  living.  That  testamen- 
tary instrument,  however,  disclosed  all ;  for  the  bulk  of  his 
fortune  of  many  millions  was  devised  precisely  for  those 
ends  and  in  that  mode  which  would  seem  calculated  to 
confer  upon  the  testator  the  most  extensive  and  lasting 
fame.  This  solitary,  and  to  the  world,  cold-hearted  man, 
had  an  end  in  view  which  was  not  perceived  by  his  con- 
temporaries. The  savings  of  years  of  toil  were  to  be  dis- 
posed in  bulk  upon  that  community  in  the  midst  of  which 
he  had  gathered  them,  and  in  gaining  for  himself  a  name. 
Tn  order  to  understand  directly  the  principles  on  which  he 
acted,  we  need  only  to  examine  the  provisions  of  his  vrill. 
Besides  several  individual  annuities,  this  "  mariner  and 
merchant,"  as  he  styles  himself  in  that  instrument,  gives 
and  bequeaths  to  the  "contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital"  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars ;  and  to  the 
"  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,"  twenty 
thousand,    To  "  the  Comptrollei-s  of  the  Public  Schools  for 
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the  city  and  county  of  Pbiladelpliia,"  ten  thousand ;  to  the 
"  OrpTians'  Asylum,"  of  that  city,  ten  thousand ;  to  the 
"  Society  for  the  Eelief  of  Distressed  Masters  of  Ships,"  ten 
thousand;  to  the  "Masonic  Loan,"  twenty  thousand;  for 
the  erection  of  a  public  school,  six  thousand ;  to  all  the  cap- 
tains of  the  ships  in  his  employ,  having  performed  a  given 
service,  fifteen  hundred  dollars  each ;  to  his  apprentices, 
each  five  hundred  dollars ;  two  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
French  arpents,  or  acres  of  land,  with  thii'ty  slaves,  lie  be- 
queathed to  the  city  of  iNew  Orleans,  and  the  remainder  of 
his  lands  in  Louisiana  to  tlie  coi-poration  of  Philadelphia. 
To  the  "  Commonwealth .  of  Pennsylvania"  he  gives  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  internal  im- 
provements ;  and  as  much  as  is  deemed  necessary  of  the 
sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  is  also  devised  for  the  erec- 
tion of  an  orphan  college,  a  foundation  of  a  peculiar  and 
original  stmcture,  besides  other  bounties  of  like  character. 
In  this  will  he  clearly  showed  what  had  been  the  object  of 
his  long  and  fixed  labor  in  acquisition.  While  he  was  for- 
ward, with  an  apparent  disregard  of  self,  to  expose  his  life 
in  behalf  of  others  in  the 'midst  of  j>estilenee,  to  aid  the  in- 
ternal improvements  of  the  country,  and  to  promote  its 
commercial  prosperity  by  all  the  means  within  his  power, 
he  yet  had  more  ambitious  designs.  He  wished  to  hand 
himself  down  to  immortaKty  by  the  only  mode  that  was 
practicable  for  a  man  in  his  position,  and  he  a«complished 
precisely  that  which  was  the  gi-and  aim  of  his  life.  He 
wi-ote  his  epitaph  in  those  extensive  and  magnificent  hloaka 
and  squares  which  adorn  the  streets  of  his  adopted  city,  in 
the  public  works  and  eleemosynary  establishments  of  his 
adopted  State,  and  erected  his  own  monument  and  em- 
bodied his  own  principles  in  a  marblM-oofed  palace  for  the 
education  of  the  orphan  poor.  We  who  shall  hereafter 
gaze  upon  that  splendid  edifice,  the  most  perfect  model  of 
archifectm-e  in  the  J^ew  World,  ^^ill  perceive  the  result  of 
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the  singular  character  of  its  foTinder,  and  shall  be  left  in 
doubt  whether,  after  all,  his  faults  were  not  overbalanced 
by  his  ultimate  muniflcence, 

111  connection  with  this  sketch  of  Mr.  Girard,  it  will  not, 
we  presume,  be  uninteresting  to  add  a  description  of  the 
buildings  of  the  college,  chiefly  condensed  from  the  report 
of  the  architect,  and  originally  published  in  a  little  volume 
prepared  by  Hbhet  W.  Aeet,  (he  intelligent  secretary  of 
the  Girai-d  College.* 

The  general  design  of  this  biulding  is  that  of  a  Greek 
temple,  having  eight  columns  on  each  end,  and  eleven  on 
each  side,  counting  the  comer  columns  both  ways,  making 
in  all  thirty-four  columns.  The  order  of  architecture  in 
■which  the  exterior  is  composed,  is  the  Grecian  Corinthian. 
The  columns  are  six  feet  in  diameter,  and  fifty-five  in 
height ;  the  bases  are  nine  feet  three  inches  in  diameter, 
and  three  feet  two  inches  high,  and  the  capitals  are  eight 
feet  six  inches  high,  and  nine  feet  four  inches  wide  on  the 
face  of  the  abacus.  The  comer  columns  have  one  and  one- 
half  inch  more  diameter  than  tfce  intermediate  ones,  for 
the  purpose  of  overcoming  the  appai'ent  reduction  in  their 
size  arising  from  their  insulated  position.  Each  frustum 
composing  the  shafts,  as  well  as  the  bases,  consists  of  a 
single  piece  witiiout  vertical  joints. 

The  shafts  are  composed  of  frustra,  measuring  from  two 
feet  six  inches  to  six  feet  three  inches  in  height,  accurately 
jointed  and  set  on  milled  lead;  each  shaft  is  channeled  in 
twenty-four  semicircular  flutes,  with  fillets  teiToinating 
under  the  capital,  in  water-leaves. 

The  capitals  are  each  constructed  in  four  courses.  Tlie 
first  course  consists  of  a  single  piece  of  one  foot  seven 

*  It  is  but  juatioe  in  this  plane  lo  udd,  that  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Arey  for 
a  few  paasagea  of  this  memoir,  which  we  imd  uot  seen  when  the  present  sltetck 
waa  prepared  for  publication. — Ed.  Amer,  Mer. 
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inches  in  height,  embracing  aa  annular  row  of  sixteen 
water-leavea ;  the  second  is  likewise  conipoeed  of  one  piece, 
which  meaaures  two  feet  nine  inches  in  height,  and  eon- 
tains  an  annular  row  of  eight  acanthiK  leaves ;  the  third 
course  is  comprised  of  two  piee^  with  a  vertical  joint 
running  through  the  middle  (this  cora-se  measinea  two  feet 
eleven  inches  in  height  and  embi-aces  the  volutes  and  the 
cauhculi);  and  flie  fourth  course,  composed  of  four  pieces, 
the  vertical  joints  of  which  are  obscm-ed  by  honeysuckles, 
constitutes  the  ahaci^,  the  height  of  which  is  one  foot  three 
inches. 

Thus  each  capital  consists  of  twelve  separate  pieces,  all 
of  which  are  securely  doweled  and  cramped  together,  and 
the  joinis  so  disposed  between  the  cauliculi  as  not  to  he 
observed. 

The  capitals  were  ail  carved  on  the  grounds  of  the  col- 
lege, of  marble  from  Chester  County  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  most  of  the  work  was  executed  hy  American 
artists.  As  a  specimen  of  architectural  sculpture,  they  will 
not  sufier  in  comparison  with  the  most  admhed  stractures 
of  ancient  or  modem  times. 

The  net  amount  of  marble  in  each  column,  including  the 
base  and  capital,  is  1346  cubic  feet ;  the  weight  103  tuns, 
and  the  cost  12,994  dollars,  as  follows : 

Marble  for  tbe  ba«e $1,304 

Workmansliip  of  do 130 

Hoisting  and  setting  of  do 30 

Marble  for  the  shaft 6,044 

"Workmanship  of  do 573 

Hoisting  and  setting  do 104 

^''<"'" -^,,,,0 

Marble  for  the  eapita] 3,880 

Workmanship  of  do 1,580 

Hoisting  and  setting  do 45 

^  4,305 

Ei^ing,  BOfiffolding,  cramping,  and  lead -j 35 

$12,9S4 
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Tlie  architi'ave  over  each  intercoliimiiiatiori  consisls  of 
four  blocks  of  marble  twenty-one  feet  five  inches  in  length, 
four  feet  two  inches  in  height,  and  one  foot  four  and  one 
half  inches  in  thickness,  extending  from  colnmn  to  column. 
These  architraves  are  relieved  of  all  euperincumbent  weight, 
by  resolving  it  directly  on  the  columns.  This  is  accom- 
plished by  placing  a  block  of  granite  of  two  feet  by  two 
feet  ten  inches,  and  six  feet  four  inches  in  height  on  the  top 
of  each  colimin,  extending  through  the  ai'chitraves.  From 
the  top  of  these  blocks  a  brick  arch  is  tmTied  over  each 
intercolumniation  behind  the  frieze,  to  receive  the  weight 
of  the  cornice,  and  the  frieze  is  likewise  constructed  on  the 
principles  of  an  arch,  and  is  kept  entirely  clear  of  the 
architrave,  the  springers  being  supported  by  the  granite 
blocks  on  the  head  of  the  columns,  so  that  every  architrave 
in  the  peristyle  might  be  taken  out  without  interfering  with 
the  stability  of  the  atmctnre, 

The  cornice  consists  of  a  congeries  of  mouldings,  enriched 
with  a  dentil  band,  and  crowned  with  a  sculptured  cymar 
tium  of  two  feet  four  inches  in  height.  The  extreme  pro- 
jection of  the  cornice  from  the  face  of  the  architi-ave  is 
four  feet,  and  its  height  seven  feet  six  inches.  The  whole 
height  of  the  entablatnre  is  sixteen  feet  four  inches,  and  of 
the  pediment  from  the  top  of  the  cjmatium  seventeen  feet 
eight  inches ;  making  the  height  from  the  top  of  the  col- 
umns ta  the  apes  of  the  pediment  thirty-four  feet,  and  the 
elevation  of  the  pediment  one-ninth  of  the  span. 

The  exterior  of  the  cella  or  body  of  the  building  meas- 
m-es  one  hundred  and  eleven  feet  wide,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  feet  long,  and  fitty-nine  feet  eight  inches  high, 
including  the  architrave,  which  corresponds  with  that  of 
the  peristyle.  The  comers  of  the  cella  are  finished  with 
projecting  antsa  of  five  feet  six  inches  in  width,  having 
bases  to  correspond  with  those  of  the  columns.  The  doors 
of  enti'ance  are  in  the  north  and  south  fronts.     Each  door 
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ires  sixteen  feet  in  width,  and  thirty-two  feet  In  height, 
in  the  cleai-,  and  is  tiimmed  on  the  oiitaide  with  moulded 
antepagmenta  of  two  feet  seven  inches  in  width,  and 
crowned  with  a  projecting  cornice  supported  by  richly 
carved  consoles,  of  one  foot  foni'  inches  in  width  ly  six 
feet  six  inches  in  height. 

Each  flank  is  pierced  with  twenty  windows,  four  of  which 
open  into  each  room,  and  one  on  eacli  flight  of  sfaii^a. 
Those  which  open  into  the  rooms  ai-e  grouped  and  di- 
vided by   Greek   antfe,   surmounted  by   architraves   and 


The  superstructure  rests  on  a  sfylobate  or  basement,  con- 
sisting of  eleven  steps,  which  extend  around  the  entire 
edifice,  thus  imparting  a  pyramidal  appearance  to  the  sub- 
stiTictnre,  which  conveys  an  idea  of  great  solidity,  and  at 
the  same  time  affords  an  approach  to  the  peristyle  from  all 
eid^.  The  steps  are  constructed  of  bloclss  of  mai-ble  ten 
feet  in  length,  rebated  each  into  the  other,  and  seciu'ed  to 
the  foundations  by  means  of  heavy  cramp-irons.  They  are 
also  supported  by  cross  walls  built  five  feet  from  center  to 
center,  in  which  openings  are  left,  so  as  to  allow  a  free 
passage  around  the  whole  building. 

The  floor  of  the  peristyle  is  composed  of  slabs  of  marble, 
four  inches  in  thickness,  accurately  jointed,  and  laid  with 
hollow  spaces  under  them,  which  communicate  with  the 
area  under  the  steps,  and  with  the  cellars,  in  which  are  the 
furnaces.  Thus  a  continual  circulation  of  air,  at  a  tem- 
perature much  above  the  freezing  point,  is  Icept  up  under 
all  the  steps,  as  well  as  under  the  floor  of  the  peristyle. 

The  marble  used  in  the  east  and  west  flanks,  and  the 
north  front  of  the  cella,  as  also  the  steps,  the  floor  of  the 
peiTstyle,  the  roof,  the  interior  floors,  and  the  inside  stair- 
ways, was  obtained  from  Montgomery  Coimty,  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  material  for  the  capitals  of  the  columns,  with 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  bases  and  shafts,  the  south 
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front  of  the  cella,  and  part  of  the  interior  columiia,  came 
from  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  And  the  remainder, 
consisting  of  portions  of  the  shafts  and  bases  of  the  columns, 
and  the  entahlatm-e  of  the  peiistyle,  with  the  rest  of  the 
interior   columns,  was  procured  fram  Egremont,  Massa- 


Every  hlock  of  marhle  in  the  building  is  set  on  pieces  of 
milled  lead,  in  order  to  prevent  fracture  at  the  joints ;  and 
eveiy  stone  is  doweled  into  the  stones  above  and  below, 
and  at  each  end,  and  also  securely  ci-amped  to  the  brick- 
work, and  to  the  adjacent  stones  by  means  of  heavy  cramp- 
irons. 

The  ceiling  of  the  peristyle  is  composed  entirely  of  cast^ 
iron,  enriched  with  deep  sunken  panels,  and  painted  and 
sanded  in  imitation  of  marble.  The  weight  of  this  cast- 
iron  is  142^  tuns,  or  4f  tuns  for  each  intereolumniation,  and 
the  entire  cost  of  the  ceiling  was  14,162  dollars. 

The  roof  is  composed  of  marble  tiles,  fom'  and  a  half 
feet  long,  four  feet  wide,  and  two  and  tliree-fourth  inches 
thick  in  the  middle  ;  the  sides  being  elevated  an  inch  and 
a  half  above  the  general  surface,  to  prevent  the  water  from 
running  into  the  joints  at  their  junction.  Each  of  these 
joints  is  covered  with  a  marble  saddle,  four  and  a  half  feet 
in  length,  ten  inches  in  width,  and  six  and  a  half  inches  in 
thickne^,  and  hollowed  out  on  the  under  side  so  as  to 
embrace  the  ridges  on  two  adjacent  tiles.  Every  upper 
tile  overlaps  the  one  below  six  inches ;  and  the  imder  side 
is  grooved  and  fitted  to  corresponding  ridgea  and  projec- 
tions on  the  surface,  thus  preventing  admission  of  water 
from  beating  rains  or  capillaiy  attraction.  At  the  same 
time  their'  consti'uction  is  such  as  to  admit  of  being  laid 
without  coming  actually  in  contact  witli  each  other,  thus 
rendering  them  free  to  expand  and  contract  with  the  va- 
rious changes  of  temperature  without  producing  leaks. 

These  tiles  rest  on  nine-inch  brick  walls,  built  four  feet 
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apart  from  center  to  center,  acro^  tlie  whole  building,  on 
the  upper  surface  of  the  third  story  arches.  This  plan  of 
aapport  affords  access  at  all  times  to  the  under  side  of 
every  tile,  and  facilitates  examination  in  case  of  leakage. 

The  weight  of  each  roofing  tile  is  776  lbs.,  and  of  each 
saddle  214  lbs.  TIio  whole  number  of  tiles  in  tlie  roof 
being  2046,  and  of  saddles  2061,  the  aggi-egate  weight  of 
the  tiles  and  saddles  is  906  tuns  ;  in  addition  to  which,  the 
marble  chimney-tops  and  the  cast-iron  skylighte  weigh 
20  tuns,  and  the  lead  and  masonry  of  the  gutters  43^  tuns, 
making  the  entire  weight  of  the  roof  969^  tuns,  exclusive 
of  the  brick-work  which  supports  it. 

The  gutters  are  composed  of  bricks  and  fiag-stones  laid 
in  hydraulic  cement,  and  covered  with  heavy  milled  lead, 
painted  and  sanded.  The  water  is  conveyed  from  the  roof 
by  means  of  fonr  conductors,  composed  of  heavy  cast-iron 
pipes  of  ten  inches  caliber,  securely  put  together  and  im- 
bedded in  tlie  walls. 

The  skylights  are  composed  of  cast-iron  tiles  and  saddles, 
so  formed  as  to  present  an  exterior  appearance  coiTespond- 
ing  with  tlae  rest  of  the  roof  In  the  center  of  each  tile 
two  lights  of  glass  are  inserted,  measuring  nineteen  inches 
in  width,  forty-two  inches  in  length,  and  half  an  inch  in 
thickness ;  and  nine  of  these  tiles,  containing  eighteen 
lighte  of  the  above  dimensions,  are  placed  over  each  of  the 
rooms  in  the  upper  story,  and  six  tiles,  having  twelve 
lights,  over  each  stairway.  The  weight  of  the  castiron 
composing  these  skylights  is  fifteen  and  a  half  tuns  ;  and 
the  cost,  including  glass  and  workmanship,  was  2800 
dollars. 

The  building  is  three  stories  in  height ;  the  first  and 
second  stones  being  twenty-five  feet  from  floor  to  floor,  and 
the  third  story  being  thirty  feet  in  the  clear  to  tlie  eyo 
of  the  dome.  Each  story  is  divided,  as  directed  by  the 
will,  into  four  rooms,  each  fifty  feet  Sijnare  in  the  clear. 
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AH  the  otitside  foundation  walls  of  the  eella,  and  the  walls 
separating  the  cellars  under  the  rcNjms,  from  those  under 
the  vestibules,  are  six  feet  fotu'  ioches  thick ;  and  the  rest 
of  the  interior  foundation  walls  ai-e  three  feet  four  inches 
thick.  The  thickness  of  the  wall  for  supporting  the  col- 
umns is  nine  feet  nine  inches ;  and  the  intercolumniations, 
as  well  as  all  other  openings,  are  counter- arched  with  bricks. 

The  outside  walls  of  the  superstructure,  and  tlie  interior 
vestibule  waUs,  are  four  feet  in  thickness,  and  the  rest  of 
the  interior  walls  three  feet. 

All  the  rooms  and  vestibules  in  the  buUding  are  vaulted 
with  bricks ;  those  of  the  basement,  first  and  second  stories, 
with  gi-oin  arches,  and  those  of  the  third  story  with  pen- 
dentive  domes  springing  from  the  floors.  The  reverbera- 
tion of  sound  in  these  rooms,  caused  by  their  arch-formed 
ceilings,  although  anticipated  by  the  architect,  is  the  result 
of  the  express  directions  of  the  will  in  their  formation. 
This  reverberation  is  now  entirely  obviated  by  the  inti-o- 
ductlon  of  false  ceiling  made  of  canvas  stretched  over  a 
light  wooden  frame. 

The  piei-s  from  which  the  groin  arches  spring  are  four 
feet  square,  with  projections  of  one  foot  by  two  feet  in  tlie 
angles,  to  siipport  the  bands.  These  piers  are  composed  of 
bricks  and  dressed  granite,  laid  in  alternate  sections. 

The  arches  are  composed  of  hard-burnt  paving  bricks, 
and  mortar  made  of  Kme,  hydraulic  cement,  and  sharp 
sand. 

The  chord  of  these  arches  on  the  diagonal  is  sixty  feet, 
and  their  versed  sine,  or  rise,  but  eight  feet.  Each  arch, 
including  its  abutments,  contains  117,000  bricks,  which, 
together  with  the  mai'ble  floor  on  top,  makes  the  weight 
suspended  over  each  room  about  350  tuns. 

The  third  stoiy  arches  spring  out  of  the  comere  of  the 
rooms ;  the  horizontal  section  at  the  floor,  or  springing  line, 
being  four  feet  square,  with  bands  of  one  foot  six  inches. 
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by  foiir  feet.  Tlieae  banda  form  semicircular  arches  on  tbe 
foTir  "walls  of  each  room,  of  thirtj-two  feet  two  inches  in 
diameter,  and  from  their  angles  at  the  floor  spring  the 
pendentives.  The  horizontal  section  of  each  room  ia  thns 
resolved  into  a  circle  at  the  top  of  the  bands,  and  crowned 
■with  a  dome.  The  dome,  as  well  as  the  bands  and  pen- 
dentives, are  enriched  with  deep  coffering,  and  the  eye  of 
the  dome  is  finished  with  an  ornamental  fret,  and  covered 
with  an  inner  skylight  of  sixteen  feet  in  diameter.  The 
domes  over  the  four  stairways  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
rooms,  and  have  inner  skylights  of  ten  feet  in  diameter. 
The  lateral  thrust  of  the  arches  is  resisted  by  iron  bands  of 
one  inch  by  five  inches,  extending  around  all  the  rooms 
and  vestibules.  One  of  these  bands  is  placed  one  foot 
below  and  another  one  foot  above  the  spring  of  the  first 
and  second  story  arches,  and  one  immediately  at  the  spring 
of  those  of  the  third  story,  making  five  complete  bands 
around  the  building,  and  through  all  the  interior  walls. 
Three  bands  of  similar  dimensions,  one  being  imbedded  in 
each  regula  or  architrave  moulding,  and  one  thi'oogh  the 
frieze,  extend  aroimd  the  portico.  Cross  bars  are  also  intro- 
duced between  the  building  and  the  entablature,  extending 
from  the  upper  bar  which  belts  the  building,  to  the  frieze 
over  each  column,  where  they  are  secured  to  the  top  of  the 
granite  posts  before  described. 

All  the  bars  are  put  together  with  rivets,  and  tightened 
by  means  of  draw-wedges,  and  all  the  corners  are  turned 
around  gi'anite  posts  of  six  feet  in  height,  built  in  the  center 
of  the  gi-oin  piera.  In  order  to  give  additional  strength  to 
the  banding,  diagonal  bars  are  introduced  across  each  groin 
pier,  and  securely  riveted  to  the  principal  bands. 

The  aggregate  length  of  all  the  bars  of  this  description 
used  throughout  the  building  is  12,744  feet,  and  their 
weight  one  hundred  and  fourteen  tuns.  The  whole  cost  of 
this  iron  banding  was  14,000  dollars. 
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The  vestibules  in  the  fli-st  story,  and  the  lobbies  over 
them  in  the  second  and  third  storiea,  occupy  the  iioi-tliern 
and  southern  ends  of  the  building,  as  directed  by  the  will ; 
they  are  each  twenty-five  iij  fifty  feet,  exclusive  of  the  space 
occupied  by  the  stairways.  The  vaulting  of  each  vestibule 
and  of  each  lobby  spnngs  from  marble  entablatures  siip- 
ported  by  eight  columns  and  as  many  antie,  making  in  all 
forty-eight  columns  and  forty-eight  antse.  The  shafts  of 
these  columna  are  each  composed  of  a  single  stone.  The 
oixier  of  those  in  the  first  story  is  Ionic,  in  the  second  story 
a  modified  Corinthian,  from  the  tower  of  the  winds  at 
Athens,  and  tlie  third,  a  similar  modification  of  the  Co- 
rinthian, somewhat  lighter  and  more  omate. 

The  stairways  are  sitaated  in  the  four  comers  of  the 
building,  the  spaces  allotted  to  them  being  each  twenty- 
two  feet  six  inches  wide,  and  twenty-six  feet  six  inches 
long.  They  are  all  composed  of  white  marble,  and  are 
fire  feet  three  inches  in  width,  with  two  landings  on 
"  quarter  paces"  in  each  story.  The  plan  on  which  tliey 
are  c  nstiicted  i?  that  of  "geometrical  stairs,"  having 
one  end  t  eich  secured  in  the  wall,  and  one  edge  resting 
on  the  %tep  below 

All  thb  tauways,  as  well  as  the  landings,  in  the  upper 
stones  lie  finished  with  rich  balustrades  of  cast-iron,  and 
maliugany  lails,  springing  from  massive  marble  newels. 
The  cost  of  these  stairways,  including  the  balustrade,  was 
18,500  doUai-s. 

The  flooring  of  the  interior  of  the  building  amoimts  in 
the  aggregate  to  38,130  superficial  feet;  all  of  which  is 
done  with  marble  tiles  prepared  expressly,  of  imiform 
thickness,  and  having  their  edges  worked  square  so  as  to 
prevent  them  from  becoming  loose. 

The  building  is  warmed  by  means  of  furnaces  placed 
undei-  the  vestibules,  with  flues  to  convey  the  waiTa  air  to 
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the  several  rooms,  and  ventilated  by  registers  opening  from 
each  room  into  the  main  fiues. 

The  following  materials  were  used  in  the  constniction  of 
the  main  building. 


177,168  cutio  feet  of  marble,  weighing 13,537 

21,306  cnbio  feet  of  granite,  -weighing 1,717 

25,180  flooring  tilea,  weighing 409 

12,134,980  bricks,  weighing 27,087 

13,495  perches  of  buildiDg  stone,  weighing 19.635 

Wrought-ii-on  for  bands,  orampa,  &c.,  wei, ' ' 
Oaat-iroa  in  ceiling  of  portico,  waghing  . 

Oast-iron  in  water-pipes,  weighing lo 

Cast-iron  in  sltjlightB  and  inner  rims,  weighing 18^ 

Milled  lead  for  gutters  and  setting  marble,  and  lead  for  eramp- 

ing,  weighing 48i 

63,720  bnahds  of  lime,  weighing 1,431 

60,224  bushels  of  river  sand,  weighing 8,282 

188,646  bnshela  of  pit  sand,  wdghing 8,759 

4,200  bushels  of  hydraiilio  cement,  weighing 250 

Locke,  fastenings,  glass,  Inmber  in  doors  and  windows,  &o., 

wwghing  about 116 

Mating  the  aggregate  weight  of  the  building 76,594J 


The  area  on  which  the  building  stands,  exclusive  of  the 
steps,  measures  34,344  superficial  feet,  of  -which  12,862  feet 
are  occupied  by  the  walls,  making  the  proportion  of  the 
points  of  support  to  the  voids,  more  than  as  one  to  two. 
The  average  weight  resolved  on  each  superficial  foot  of 
foundation,  is  about  sim  tuns. 


Since  the  preceding  memoir  was  prepared,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  of  instractions  from  Mr.  Girard  to  one  of  his  ship- 
masters has  come  into  our  possession.  It  is  so  character- 
istic of  his  accurate  business  habits,  his  careful  attention  to 
minute  details,  his  far-reaching  foresight  and  sagacity,  that 
we  shall  make  no  apology  for  giving  it  at  length. 
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(lo'py  of  Stephen  Oward^s  Letter  to  Mr. ,  CommamUr  ani  S-aper- 

ca/rgo  of  the  skvp ,  iound  to  Batavia. 

Philadelphia, . 

SiE — I  eonfirm  my  letters  to  you  of  tlie  •— —  ult.,  and 

tlie  inst.     Having  recently  heard  of  tho  ( 

Mr. ,  merchant  at  Batavia,  also  of  the  p 

lution  of  his  house,  under  liie  fiim  of  Messrs. ,  I  have 

judged  it  prudent  to  request  my  Liverpool  correspondents 

to  consign  the  ship  ,  cargo  and  specie  on  board,  to 

Mr.  ,  merchant  at  Batavia,  subject  to  your  control, 

and  have  requested  said  Liverpool  friends  to  make  a  sep- 
arate invoice  and  biH  of  lading  for  the  specie,  which  they 

will  ship  on  my  account,  on  board  of  the  ship ^,  and 

Bimilar  documents  for  the  merchandise  which  tliey  will  ship 
in  the  same  manner  ;  therefore  I  request  that  you  ■will  sign 
in  conformity. 

I  am  personally  acq^uainted  with  Mr. ,  but  not  with 

Mr.  — ,  but  I  am  on  very  friendly  terms  with  some  par- 
ticular friends  of  the  latter  gentleman,  and  consequently  I 
give  him  the  preference.  I  am  sorry  to  observe,  however, 
that  he  is  alone  in  a  country  where  a  partner  appears  to 
me  indispensable  to  a  commercial  house,  as  weU  for  the 
safety  of  his  own  capital,  as  for  the  security  of  the  interests 
of  those  who  may  confide  to  them  property,  and  reside  in 
distant  parts  of  the  globe. 

The  foregoing  reflections,  together  with  the  detention  of 

my  ship  V ,  at  Batavia,  from  June  last,  epoch  of  her 

arrival  at  that  port,  until  the  15th  September,  — — ,  when 
she  had  on  board  only  nineteen  hundred  peculs  of  coffee, 
are  the  motives  which  have  compelled  me  to  request  of 
my  Liverpool  Mends,  to  consign  the  specie  and  goods, 
which  they  wiU  ship  on  my  account,  on  board  of  the  ship 

,  under  your  command,  to  said  Mr.  ,  subject  to 

your  control. 
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Tiierefore,  relying  upon  join-  activity,  perseverance,  cor- 
rectness, zeal,  and  attention  for  my  interest,  I  proceed  in 
pointing  out  to  you,  the  plan  of  conduct  wliich  I  wish  you 
to  pursue,  on  your  arrival  at  Batavia,  and  during  your 
stay  at  fiiat  or  any  port  of  that  island,  until  your  departure 
for  Oowes,  on  the  Isle  of  Wight,  to  await  my  subsequent 
orders. 

rh-et.  On  your  arrival  at  Batavia,  you  are  to  go   on 

shore  and  ascertain  Mr. 's  residence,  and  if  you  have 

reason  to  believe  that  he  is  still  considered  at  that  place  as 
a  man  of  good  credit,  and  merits  fall  confidence,  you  are 
to  deliver  to  him  my  Liverpool  consignees'  letters  to  his 
address,  and  also  the  goods  which  you  have  on  boai-d,  in 
such  proportion  as  he  may  request,  except  the  specie, 
which  is  to  continue  on  board,  as  mentioned  in  the  next 
article. 

Second.  The  specie  funds  of  the  ship ,  which  will 

consist  of  old  Cai-olus  dollars,  you  are  to  retain  on  boai-d 
natouched,  and  in  the  said  boxes  or  packages  as  they  were 
in  when  shipped  from  Liverpool,  well  secured  and  locked 
up  in  your  powder  magazine,  in  the  after  run  of  the  said 
ship,  under  the  cabin  floor. 

The  bulkhead  and  floor  of  said  magazine,  scutde,  iran 
bar,  staples,  &c.,  must  be  made  sufficiently  strong,  if  not 
already  so,  while  you  are  at  Liverpool,  wtiere  you  are  to 
procure  a  strong  padlock  and  key,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing said  specie  in  the  most  complete  and  safest  manner ; 
and  when  you  have  the  certainty  that  it  is  wanted  to  pay 
for  the  coffee  purchased  on  account  of  the  ship  — —,  (hen 
you  are  to  receive  the  said  coffee,  and  pay  or  deliver  to 
yoiur  consignee,  Spanish  dollars  to  the  amoimt  of  said  pur- 
chase, and  no  more,  having  due  regard  to  the  premium  or 
advance  allowed  at  Batavia  on  old  Spanish  dollars  ;  and 
in  that  way  you  are  to  continue  paying  or  delivering  dol- 
lars, as  fast  as  you  receive  coffee,  which  is  not  to  exceed 
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tiio  quantity  which  can  be  conveniently  stowed  on  board 
said  ship ,  observing  to  take  a  receipt  for  each  pay- 
ment, and  to  see  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  goods,  wMch 
■will  have  been  shipped  at  Liverpool,  must  be  invested  in 
coffee,  as  far  ae  the  sales  will  permit,  and  shipped  on  board 
of  said  8hip. 

Should  it  happen  that  on  your  arrival  at  Batavia,  you 
should  find  that  death,  absence,  &c.,  should  deprive  you  of 

the  services  of  Mr.  ,  or  that  owing  to  some  causes 

before  mentioned,  it  would  be  prudent  to  confide  my  in- 
terests elsewhere,  in  either  case,  you  are  to  apply  to  Messrs. 
,  merchants  of  that  place,  to  communicate  your  in- 
structions relative  to  the  dispcsal  of  the  Liverpool  cargo, 

on  board  of  the  ship  ,  the  loading  of  that  ship  with 

good  merchantable  coffee,  giving  the  preference  to  the  first 
quality  whenever  it  can  be  purchased  on  reasonable  terms 
for  cash,  or  received  in  payment  for  the  sales  of  the  said 
Liverpool  cargo,  or  for  a  part  thereof,  observing  that  I 
wished  said  coffee  to  be  purchased  at  Samarang,  or  any 
otter  out  port,  if  practicable, — and  in  all  cases,  it  must  be 
attentively  examined  when  delivered,  and  put  up  in  double 
gunny  bags. 

If  the  purchase  of  said  cargo  is  made  at  an  out  port,  the 
gliip niimt  proceed  there  to  take  it  in. 

On  the  subject  of  purchasing  coffee  at  government  sales, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  an  easy  way  to  obtain  a  cargo, 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  very  dear  one,  particnlarly 
as  the  fair  purchaser  who  has  no  other  object  in  view  bnt 
to  invent  Ms  money,  does  not  stay  on  the  footing  of  com- 
,petitors,  who  make  their  payments  with  Netherland  bills  of 
'exchange,  or  wish  to  raise  the  prices  of  their  coffee  which 
they  may  have  on  hand  for  sale. 

Under  these  impressions,  I  desire  that  all  the  purchases 
of  coffee  on  my  account,  be  made  from  individuals  as  far 
as  practicable— and  if  the  whole  quantity  nece^ary  to  load 
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tlie  ship  caiiEot  "be  obtained  at  private  sale,  recom-se  must 
then  be  bad  to  a 


la  many  instaneea  I  have  experienced  that  whenever  I 
had  a  vessel  at  Batavia,  the  prices  of  coffee  at  the  govern- 
ment sales  have  risen  from  five  to  ten  per  cent.,  and  some- 
times higher. 

On  the  subject  of  coffee,  I  would  remark,  that  owing  to 
the  increase  of  the  culture  of  that  bean,  together  with  the 
immense  importe  of  tea  into  the  several  ports  of  Europe, 
the  price  of  that  leaf  has  been  lowered  to  such  a  degree, 
as  to  induce  the  people  of  those  countries,  principally  of 
the  north,  to  nse  the  latter  article  m  preference  to  the  fii-st. 
That  cu'eumstance  has,  for  these  past  three  years,  created 
a  gradual  deduction  from  the  consumption  of  coffee,  which 
has  augmented  the  stock  on  hand  tbroughout  every  com- 
mercial city  of  the  northern  part  of  the  globe,  so  as  to 
present  a  futui-e  unfavorable  prospect  to  the  importers  of 
that  article.  Indeed,  I  am  convinced  that  within  a  few 
months  from  this  date,  coffee  will  be  ten  per  cent,  cheaper 
in  the  United  States  than  what  it  has  been  at  Batavia  for 
these  two  yeare  past ;  nevertheless,  being  desirous  to  em- 
ploy my  ships  as  advantageously  as  circumstances  will 
permit,  and  calculating  also  that  the  price  at  Java  and 
other  places  of  its  growth  will  fall  considerably,  I  have  no 
objection  to  adventure. 


i  you  must  use  every  means  in  your  power  to 
facilitate  the  success  of  the  voyage. 
Should   the   invoice-coat  of  the  entire  cargo  of  coffee 

shipped  at  Java,  on  board  of  the  ship ,  together  with 

the  disbursements  of  that  ship  (which  must  be  conducted 
with  the  greatest  economy),  not  amount  to  the  specie  iimds 
and  net  proceeds  of  her  Liverpool  cargo— m  that  event  you 
arc  to  deUver  the  surplus  to  your  consignee,  who  will  give 
you  a  receipt  for  the  same,  with  a  duplicate, 
that  it  is  on  my  account,  for  the  purpose  of  beinj 
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on  the  moat  advantageons  terms,  in  good  dry  cofi'ee,  to  be 
kept  at  my  order  and  disposal. 

Then  you  ■wUl  retain  the  original  in  your  possesion, 
and  forward  to  me  the  duplicate  by  first  good  vessel  to  the 
United  States,  or  via  Europe,  to  care  of  my  con'espondentB 
at  Liverpool,  London,  Antwerp,  or  Amsterdam,  the  names 
of  whom  you  are  familiar  with. 

If  you  should  judge  it  imprudent,  however,  to  leave  that 
money  at  Batavia,  you  are  to  bring  it  back  in  Spanish  dol- 
lars, which  you  will  retain  on  board  for  that  purpose. 

Although  I  wish  you  to  make  a  short  voyage,  and  with 
as  quick  dispatch  at  Java  as  practicable,  yet  I  desire  you 
not  to  leave  that  island  unless  your  consignee  has  finally 
closed  the  sales  of  the  Liverpool  cargo,  so  that  you  may  be 
the  bearer  of  all  the  documents  and  accountrcurrent,  rela- 
tive to  the  final  transactions  of  the  consignment  of  the  ship 
and  cargo.  Duplicate  and  triplicate  of  said  docu- 
ments to  be  forwarded  to  me  by  your  consignees,  by  the 
two  first  safe  conveyances  for  the  porta  of  the  United  States. 

Being  in  the  habit  of  dispatching  my  ships  for  Batavia 
from  this  port,  Liverpool,  or  Amsterdam,  as  circumstances 
render  it  convenient,  it  is  interesting  to  me  to  be  from  fimo 
to  time  informed  of  the  aeveral  articles  of  pi-oduce  and  man- 
ufactures from  each  of  those  places,  which  are  the  most  in 
demand  and  CLuicbest  sale  at  Java.  Alao  of  the  cLuantity  of 
each,  size  of  package,  and  the  probable  price  which  they 
may  sell  for,  cash,  adding  the  Batavia  duty,  and  charges 
for  selling,  &c.  Pleaae  to  communicate  thia  to  your  Ba- 
tavia consignee. 

The  rate  of  commiseions  I  will  allow  for  transacting  the 
business  relative  to  the  ship  and  cargo  at  Java  ai*  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  for  selling,  and  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for 
purchasing  and  shipping  coflee  and  other  articles. 

The  consignee  engaging  to  place  on  board  of  each  prow 
one  or  two  men  of  confidence,  to  see  that  the  goods  are 
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eafely  delivered  on  board  of  the  ship,  to  prevent  pilfering, 
whicli  is  often  practiced  by  those  "who  conduct  the  lighter. 

I  am  informed  that  the  expenses  for  two  men  are  trifling, 
comparatively,  to  the  plunder  which  haf,  been  committed 
on  board  of  the  prows  which  deliver  cofFee  on  board  of  the 
ships. 

Ko  commissions  whatever  are  to  be  allowed  in  the  dia- 
bnrsements  of  my  ships,  whenever  ship  and  cai'go  belong 
to  me,  and  are  consigned  to  some  house. 

While  yon  remain  at  Batavia,  I  recommend  you  to  stay 
on  board  of  your  ship,  and  not  to  go  on  shore  except  when 
the  businesB  of  your  ship  and  cargo  may  render  it  necessary. 

Inclosed  is  an  introductory  letter  to ,  which  1  re- 
quest you  to  deliver,  aftar  you  have  made  the  necessary 

arrangements  with  Mr. for  the  consignment  of  the 

ship  and  cargo,  or  after  the  circumstance  aforementioned 
has  compelled  yon  to  look  elsewhere  for  a  consignee.  Then 
yon  are  to  call  upon  said  Hessi-s.  — — ,  deliver  them  the 

aforesaid  letter  and  the  consignment  of  the  ship and 

cargo,  after  having  agreed  with  them  in  writing,  which 
they  will  sign  and  deliver  to  you,  that  they  engage  to  trans- 
act the  business  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  herein  stated ;  and  when  that  business  is  well 
nnderetood  and.  finally  closed,  you  are  to  press  them  in  a 
polite  manner,  so  that  they  may  give  you  a  quick  dispatch, 
without  giving  too  gi'eat  a  price  for  the  cofFee,  particularly 
at  this  present  moment,  when  its  price  is  declining  through- 
out those  countries  where  it  is  consumed. 

Indeed,  on  the  subject  of  purchasing  coffee  for  the  ship 
— '■ — ,  the  greatest  caution  and  prudence  should  be  exer- 
cised. Therefore,  I  request  that  you  will  follow  the  plan  of 
conduct  laid  down  for  you  throughout.  Also,  to  keep  to 
yourself  the  intention  of  the  voyage,  and  the  amount  of 
specie  you  have  on  board — and  in  view  to  satiety  the  cu- 
rious, tell  them  that  it  is  probable  that  the  ship  will  take 
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ill  molasses,  rice,  and  sngar,  if  the  price  of  that  produce  is 
very  low,  adding  that  the  whole  will  depend  on  the  success 
in  selling  the  small  Livei-pool  cargo.  The  consignees  of 
said  cargo  should  follow  the  same  line  of  conduct,  and  if 
properiy  attended  to  hj  yourself  and  them,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  cargo  of  coffee  can  be  purchased  ten  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  it  would  be,  if  it  is  publicly  known  there  is  a 
quantity  of  Spanisli  dollara  on  board,  besides  a  valuable 
cargo  of  British  goods  intended  to  be  invested  in  coffee,  for 
Stephen  Qirard,  of  Philadelphia. 

Dui'ing  my  long  commercial  experience,  I  have  noticed 
that  no  advantage  results  from  telling  one's  business  to 
others,  except  to  create  jealousy  or  competitor  when  -we 
are  fortunate,  and  to  gratify  our  enemies  when  otherwise. 

If  my  remarks  are  correct,  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
show  yon  the  necessity  of  being  silent,  and  to  attend  with 
activity,  perseverance,  and  modesty,  to  the  interests  of  your 


s  my  letters  of  insh'action  embrace  several  interesting 
;,  I  request  you  to  perase  them  in  rotation,  when  at 
sea  in  fine  climates,  during  your  voyage  to  Batavia — and  to 
take  con-ect  extracts,  so  as  to  render  yourself  master  of  the 
most  ^sential  parts.  I  conclude  by  directing  your  atten- 
tion to  your  health  and  that  of  your  crew.     I  am  yours 

respectfully, 

^  STEPHEN"  GIEAED, 
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SAMUEL  WARD. 

Tqe  record  of  a  good  man's  life,  while  it  soothes  the 
affections  of  all  who  loved  and  survive  him,  has  the  higher 
merit  of  encouraging  the  straggles  and  sustaining  the  vir- 
tue of  those  who,  entering  upon  life  with  no  other  reliance 
than  their  own  strong  arms,  and  resolute  hearts,  and  honest 
principles,  are  cheered  on  their  way  by  the  example  of  sac- 
cess  achieved  and  high  character  established,  under  like 
circumstances,  by  others. 

It  is  a  brief  record  of  this  sort,  and  not  a  eulogy,  that  is 
here  attempted  of  the  late  Samuel  Wakd.  The  pompous 
funeral  orations  which  commemorate  the  death  of  the  great 
ones  of  the  eai'th,  too  often,  by  the  very  exaggeration  of 
their  praise,  mark  a  painful  contrast  between  the  actions 
of  the  man,  and  the  votive  offerings  that  decorate  his  tomb, 
The  reader,  while  his  taste  is  gratified  by  splendid  perora- 
tions, and  his  imagination  is  excited  by  bi'illiantly  drawn 
pictures,  yet  feels  his  moral  sense  shocked  at  the  discovery, 
that  flattery  stops  not  even  at  the  grave ;  and  although  it 
can  not  "  soothe  the  dull,  cold  ear  of  death,"  that  it  yet 
finds  profit  in  ministering  to  the  vanity  of  the  living. 

Ours  is  a  humbler  and  more  honest  task— that  of  sat- 
isfying the  feelings  of  private  friendship,  while  we  adhere 
to  the  impartiality  of  unadorned  nan'ative, 

Mr.  Ward  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  sprang 
from  a  race  illustrious  in  the  annals  of  that  renowned  com- 
monwealth. The  founder  of  the  family,  Thomas  "Ward,  of 
Gloucester,  England,  was  a  soldier  in  the  annies  of  Orom- 
well,  who,  after  the  accession  of  Chai-les  II.,  in  1660,  retired 
to  this  country,  and  settled  at  ^Newport,  Rhode  Island.     He 
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mamed  Amej  Smith,  a  grand-daughter  of  Eoger  "Williams, 
and  left  an  only  boo,  Eichard,  who  was  subsequently  gov- 
ernor of  lihode  Island.  Hie  sons,  Thomas  and  Henry,  were 
succeeeiyely  secretaries  of  the  plantation  for  half  a  century, 
and  his  son  Samuel  was  governor  thereof  for  several  yeai-s. 
Samuel  was  also  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congi'ess 
from  1774  to  March  1776,  when  he  died  at  Philadelphia. 
Of  this  gentleman,  old  John  Adams,  a  member  of  the  same 
congress,  thus  wrote :  "  He  was  a  gentleman  in  his  manners, 
benevolent  and  amiable  in  his  disposition,  and  as  decided, 
ardent,  and  uniform  in  his  patriotism  as  any  member  of  that 
congress.  When  he  was  seized  with  the  small-pox,  he  said, 
that  if  his  vote  and  voice  were  necessary  to  support  the 
cause  of  his  country,  he  should  live ;  if  not,  he  should  die. 
He  died,  and  the  cause  of  his  country  was  supported ;  but 
it  lost  one  of  its  most  sincere  and  punctual  advocates.  He 
was  an  ingenious  man,  and  well-informed." 

Samuel,  the  son  of  this  gentleman,  and  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  our  notice,  early  took  part  with  his  country 
against  the  oppression  of  England.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Eevolutionary  War  he  commanded  a  company,  and 
was  one  of  those  who  made  the  perilous  mai'ch  with  Ar- 
nold, through  the  tmbroken  forests  of  New  England,  to 
Quebec.  He  was  subsequently  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
Rhode  Island  line,  and  served  with  distinction  throughont 
the  war.  He  was  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar,  and  passed 
through  a  long  Hfe  with  unblemished  reputation. 

Samuel  Ward,  his  son,  was  bom  1st  May,  1786,  soon 
after  which  the  family,  iu  1790,  removed  to  New  York.  A 
narrow  income  and  a  large  family  prevented  the  father' 
from  gratifying  the  wish,  early  expressed  by  his  son,  for  a 
collegiate  education ;  and  therefore,  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
having  received  only  the  ordinary  instmction  of  an  English 
school,  be  entered  as  a  clerk  in  that  banking-house  of  which 
lie  eventually  became  the  head.    In  1808,  at  the  age  of 
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twenty-two,  he  was  taken  into  partiiereMp  by  Mr.  Prime; 
and  from  that  time  till  the  period  of  his  death,  he  continued 
an  active  and  influential  man  of  business. 

Money  was  the  commodity  in  which  Mr.  Ward  dealt ; 
and  if,  aa  is  hardly  to  be  disputed,  money  be  the  root  of  all 
evil,  it  is  also,  in  hands  that  know  how  to  use  it  worthily, 
the  instrament  of  much  good.  There  exists,  nndonbtedly, 
in  regard  to  the  trade  in  money,  and  respecting  those  en- 
gaged in  it,  many  and  absurd  prejudices,  inherited  in  part 
from  ancient  error,  and  fomented  and  kept  alive  by  the 
jealonsiea  of  ignorance  and  indigence.  It  is,  therefore,  no 
small  triiimph  to  have  lived  down,  as  Mr.  Ward  did,  this 
prejudice,  and  to  have  forced  upon  the  community  in  the 
midst  of  which  he  resided,  and  upon  all  bronght  into  con- 
nection with  him,  the  conviction  that  commerce  in  money, 
like  commerce  in  general,  is,  to  a  lofty  spirit,  lofty  and  en- 
nobling ;  and  is  valued  more  for  the  power  it  confers,  of 
promoting  liberal  and  beneficent  enterprises,  and  of  con- 
ducing to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  society,  than  for 
the  means  of  individual  and  selfish  gratification  or  indul- 
gence. 

The  incidents  of  such  a  cai'eer  as  that  of  Mr.  Ward  are 
necessarily  few ;  and  as  he  was  of  remarkably  unobtrusive 
disposition,  though  of  great  firmness  of  purpose  and  well- 
eet^ed  notions  of  duty,  the  impress  of  his  character  upon 
,  those  around  and  in  contact  with  him,  though  sure  and  sal- 
utary, was  yet  silent  and  gradual. 

Mr.  Ward  was  married  to  Miss  Cutler,  in  October,  1813 
— a  lady  of  great  beauty  and  fine  underetanding.  The 
years  of  his  married  life,  though  few  and  fleeting,  were 
bright  and  joyous.  A  liberal  and  elegant  hospitality  pre- 
sided over  his  household,  while  the  domestic  hearth  was 
gladdened  with  the  merry  voices  of  the  children  of  their 
marriage. 

In  the  year  1834,  death  took  from  him  the  wife  of  his 
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IS,  leaving  him  witli  tlie  charge  of  a  family  of  three 
sons  an<l  three  daughters. 

Affliction,  Hke  adversity,  tries  and  proves  the  character. 
Mr.  "Ward,  atnniied  for  a  while  hy  the  blow  which  had 
scattered,  in  an  instant,  hie  dreams  of  hnman  happiness, 
soon  recovered  the  tone  of  his  mind,  by  looking  to  that 
religiiin  which  heretofore,  perhaps,  had  occupied  too  small 
a  portion  of  his  thoi^ghto,  and  which  alone  can  adequately 
console  the  broken  heart. 

He  roused  himself  to  his  dutieo  as  a  father,  as  a  member 
of  society,  and,  above  all,  as  a  Christian ;  and  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years,  he  became  zealous  and  active  in  his 
efforte  to  advance  the  objects  of  various  literary  institutions 
and  associafions  for  promoting  the  growth  of  morality  and 
religion. 

In  1838,  the  Historical  Society — which,  though  early 
founded,  had  struggled  along  through  a  precarious  exist- 
ence, and  without  otber  local  habitation  than  such  as  the 
indulgence  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  allowed  it,  in  the 
building  known  as  the  old  Alms-Honse — was,  in  the  progress 
of  the  city's  growth,  which  required  tlie  application  to  city 
purposes  of  all  their  buildings,  turned  out  of  doors.  Mr, 
Ward  immediately  interested  himself,  earnestly  and  suc- 
cessfnlly,  in  procuring  for  it,  and  its  already  valuable  col- 
lection, a  safe  and  convenient  retreat,  in  the  new  building 
then  just  erected  by  Mr.  Peter  Eemsen,  on  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  Chambers-street. 

In  1830,  in  connection  with  Albert  Gallatin,  Eev.  Drs. 
Wainwright,  Matthews,  and  others,  Mv.  Ward  was  exceed- 
ingly active  in  founding  the  New  York  TTniversity,  toward 
which  he  himself  subscribed  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  was  mainly  instrumental  in  inducing  other 
large  subscriptions. 

The  subject  of  somid  and  liberal  education,  to  be  placed 
within  the  reach  of  all,  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible,  was  one 
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particularly  near  to  his  heart,  the  rather  that  he  hunself 
had  heen  halked  in  hie  favorite  wish  of  obtaining  such  an 
education.  This  loaa  was,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  a  source 
of  regret  to  him,  although  assiduous  self-culture  and  much 
reading,  in  the  intervals  of  a  very  busy  life,  had,  in  the 
estimation  of  others,  left  Mm  Httle  to  regret  on  this  point. 
He  therefore  followed  up,  with  ardor,  the  plan  of  the  univer- 
sity, took  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  literal^  convention 
which,  in  1830-1,  was  held  in  Kew  York,  and  over  which 
John  Q.  Adams  presided— having  for  its  object  inijuiries 
into  the  state  of  education  among  ua,  and  as  to  the  best 
modes  of  advancing  it ;  and  he  persevered  until  the  iNevi' 
York  University  was  establfehed. 

About  the  year  1831,  Mr,  Ward  turned  his  attention 
more  especially  to  the  moral  and  religious  condition  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  city  of  ISevr  York,  and  entered  warmly 
into  the  efforts  then  maMng  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, so  intimately  connected  with  morality ;  and  in 
behalf  of  mission  churches  in  those  parts  of  the  city  where 
there  was  most  need  of,  and  least  opportunity  for,  religious 
instruction. 

Of  the  City  Temperance  Society,  which  was  then  formed, 
he  became  the  president,  and  so  continued  until  the  day  of 
his  death,  directing  its  operations  with  the  well-known  en- 
ergy of  his  character ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  with  the  dis- 
cretion and  forbearance  tliat  could  alone  conciHate  friends 
to  this  new  and  most  beneficent  reform.  It  is  mainly 
owing  to  the  good  sense  and  sound  jiidgment  which  Mr. 
"Wai'd  exhibited  in  this  situation,  resisting  the  extreme  de- 
mand of  total  abstinence,  and  the  more  injurious  pretension 
to  interfere  with  the  divine  institution  of  the  Eucharist,  that 
the  New  York  City  Temperance  Society  has  maintained 
its  ground  unshaken  amid  the  perils  i-esuMng  from  ulira 
and  unpopular  doctrines.  In  addition  to  his  personal  ser- 
vices, Mr.- Ward's  pecuniaiy  contiibutions  to  this  society 
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were  from  three  himdred  to  fivo  bimdred  dollars  per 
anmim. 

The  establiehment  of  the  Miesion  Church,  in  Vandewater- 
street,  New  York,  the  first  in  connection  with  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  attested  hia  efSciency  in  this  cause.  It 
was  npon  his  indication  and  recommendation  that  the  Eev. 
B.  C.  Cutler  (his  brother-in-law)  was  brought  from  Quiney, 
Massachusetts,  to  take  charge  of  this  free  church ;  and  the 
success  with  which  he  ministered  there,  until  called  to  a 
sphere  of  wider  usefulness,  in  Brooklyn,  amply  justified  the 
choice.  Mr.  "Ward's  contributions  in  money,  large  as  they 
were,  to  this  object,  and  large  as  were  the  sums  which  he 
prevailed  upon  others  to  give,  were  hardly  more  important 
than  his  pimctual  and  diligent  peraonal  attendance,  once  or 
twice  weekly,  at  the  meetings  held  to  advance  the  interests 
of  this  evangelical  undertaking. 

It  was  about  1831,  that,  after  years  of  self  examination 
and  study  and  meditation,  he  determined  to  join  the  church. 
From  the  period  of  Mrs.  "Ward's  death,  his  mind  had  been 
turned  to  this  result ;  but  he  was  too  conscientious  to  act  in 
so  grave  a  matter,  without  due  preparation  and  certain  con- 
victions. Having  at  last  arrived  at  his  own  conclusions, 
which,  because  adopted  with  caution,  were  rarely  indeed 
altered,  he  took  the  final  pledge ;  and  he  lived  up  to  it,  so 
far  as  fallible  human  judgment  may  decide,  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  days.  Among  the  aids  to  which  he  was  indebted 
for  a  right  decision,  on  this  momentous  subject,  was  Butler's 
Analogy  of  Eevealed  Religion;  and  Mr.  Ward  would 
sometimes  dwell  with  emphasis  upon  the  satisfaction  with 
which,  after  repeated  trials,  and  a  good  deal  of  intense 
study,  he  finally  mastered  that  most  powerful,  consistent, 
and  logical  treatise  upon  Christianity. 

The  prosperity  which  rewarded  his  labors  as  a  man  of 
business  seemed  only  to  impose  on  him  the  desire,  as  it 
afforded   the   means,   of  being   more   extensively  useful. 
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Without  neglecting  aay  former  objects,  he  extended  the 
field  of  his  labors  and  benefactions.  He  took  a  Kvely  in- 
terest in  Kenyon  College,  Ohio,  of  which  Bishop  Mcllyaine 
had  recently  become  president ;  he  made  a  donation  to  it 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  loaned  it  a  very  large  sum  be- 
sides on  the  security  of  its  lands.  He  also  gave  liberally 
to  Bishop  Kemper  for  Lis  college,  and  to  Bishop  Smith,  of 
the  diocese  of  Kentucky,  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  West. 
His  money,  however,  as  before  remarked,  was  perhaps  the 
least  valuable  part  of  his  services ;  for  he  took  a  personal 
interest  in  all  these  subjects,  consulted  about  and  contrived 
means  for  advancing  tiiem,  enhsted  the  active  support  of 
many,  and  the  sympathy  of  all,  in  their  behalf,  and  thus 
literally  went  about  doing  good, 

In  1836  Mr.  Wai-d,  in  conjunction  with  other  public- 
spirited  individuals,  founded  the  Stuyvesant  Institute,  and 
erected  the  fine  edifice  hearing  that  name  in  Broadway; 
which,  it  was  fondly  hoped,  like  the  Atheneum  in  Boston, 
might  become  a  center  for  literature,  art,  and  science,  in 
the  upper  part  of  our  wide-spreading  city.  The  political 
and  financial  reverses  that  soon  followed  defeated,  at  least 
for  the  present,  this  expectation,  and  annihilated  for  Mr. 
Ward  the  large  sum  of  four  thousand  dollara  he  had  con- 
tributed to  this  enterprise.  After  years,  however,  may  yet 
realize  the  benefits  which  be  and  his  associatiH  meditated 
for  their  day  and  generation,  and  the  noble  fabric  stiU 
stands,  and  long  may  it  stand,  a  monument  to  the  liberal 
spirit  of  its  founders. 

With  very  clear  and  decided  notions  on  political  sub- 
jects, Mr.  Ward  had  yet  kept  himself — as  was,  indeed,  un- 
til 1S34,  the  case  with  very  many  of  the  leading  and  active 
commercial  men  in  New  York-^free  from  party  strife.  As 
an  American,  he  felt  boimd  to  take  an  interest  in  the  elec- 
tions, as  they  recurred,  and  never  omitted  to  fulfill  the 
obligation  of  voting ;  hut  in  the  mere  scramble  for  office, 
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the  contest  between  the  ins  and  the  outs,  he  neither  felt  nor 
feigned  any  concern. 

The  winter  of  1836-T  was  one  that  called  forth,  in  the 
highest  degree,  the  exercise  of  Mr.  "Ward's  principles  as  a 
commercial  man,  proud  of  the  great  city  with  whose  growth 
hiB  own  was  identified,  and  whose  honor  was  to  him  dear 
as  his  own.  Long  and  strenuously  he  strove  to  avert  the 
financial  ensis  then  impendmg,  declaring  himself  ready  to 
put  all  his  own  earnings  at  hazard,  rather  than  witness  the 
dishonor  of  the  banks  of  New  York.  Individnal  effort,  how- 
ever, was  vain,  and  the  10th  of  May  saw  all  the  hauks  re- 
duced to  suspend  specie  payments ;  and  upon  no  man  did 
that  disastrous  day  close  with  deeper  moi-tification  than 
upon  the  suhject  of  this  notice.  Pereonally,  and  in  his 
business  relations,  this  event  affected  Mr.  Wai-d  as  little 
possibly  as  any  one  at  all  connected  with  affairs ;  but,  in 
his  estimation,  it  vitally  wounded  the  commercial  honor 
and  character  of  the  city  of  New  York.  He  was  not,  how- 
ever, a  man  to  waste  in  unavailing  regrets  houi-s  that  might 
he  more  advantageously  employed  to  repair  the  evil,  acd 
he  therefore  at  once  set  about  the  arrangement  of  measures 
for  inducing  and  enabling  the  banks  to  resnme  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  moment.  The  public  mind  was  far  from 
sound  on  this  topic ;  the  business  of  banking  had  been 
made  a  sort  of  mystery,  and  ideal  difficulties,  and  inter- 
ested  objections,  and  timid  anticipations,  were  again  and 
again  the  sole  replies  to  the  direct  and  manly  suggestions 
of  common  sense,  honesty,  interest,  and  duty,  which  Mr. 
Ward,  from  day  to  day,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  in  the 
street,  in  his  office,  and  in  bank-parlore,  iterated  and  reiter- 
ated about  the  absolute  necessity  and  certain  practicability 
of  an  early  resumption.  So  much  eamestneaa,  however, 
backed  by  so  much  good  sense  and  untiring  perseverance, 
could  not  fail  to  obtain  a  hearing,  and  gradually  to  make 
lytes.     Little  by  little  the  circle  of  sound  thinkers  and 
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correct  reasoned  was  enlarged,  nntil,  earlj  in  the  year  1838, 
the  sentiment  that  the  banks  could  and  should  return  to 
specie  payments  became  more  and  more  iiTeaietible.  Op- 
position irom  elsewhere  only  induced  greater  efforts  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Ward,  and  those  who  shared  his  counsels  and 
coincided  in  his  Yiewe,  to  sustaia  the  confidence  of  the  New 
York  institutions  in  their  ability  to  carry  out  their  honest 
purposes.  After  these  banks  had  announced  their  determi- 
nation to  resume  within  a  year  from  the  day  of  suspension, 
Mr.  Ward  was  active  in  organizing  tlie  pubUe  meeting 
which  pledged  the  merchants  and  traders  to  stand  by  the 
banks.  They  did  resume ;  and,  as  Mr.  Ward  had  again 
and  again  predicted,  specie,  instead  of  being  drawn  from, 
flowed  into  the  hanks.  All  difficulties  were  overcome,  and 
the  path  of  honor  and  duty  was  once  more  entered  upon  by 
those  institutions.  Mr.  Ward,  overwi-ought  as  he  had  been 
by  the  almost  exclusive  charge  of  the  extensive  business  of 
the  house— his  pai-tner,  Mr.  Eng,  being  in  Europe — and  by 
his  great  efforts  out  of  doors,  in  bringing  back  specie  pay- 
ments, fell  sick.  It  was  on  a  bed  of  suffering  that  he  first 
received  from  his  partner,  in  London,  the  gratifying  intelli- 
gence that  the  Bank  of  England,  influenced  by  a  wise  and 
provident  desire  to  restore  the  currency  of  our  country,  so 
Ultimately  connected  in  business  with  Great  Britain,  had 
determined  to  confide  to  their  house  for  that  purpose  a  loan 
of  nearly  five  millions  of  dollars,  in  gold.  This  extraordi- 
nary mark  of  confidence,  this  well-earned  tribute  to  the 
prudence  and  integrity  of  the  house,  Mr.  Ward  did  not 
affect  to  undervalue ;  and  confirming,  as  it  did,  the  saga- 
city of  his  own  views,  and  the  results  which  he  had  so  con- 
fidently foretold,  it  was  not  lost  upon  the  community  in  the 
midst  of  which  he  Hved. 

It  was  shortly  after  this  period,  that  the  law  of  the  State 
of  New  York  was  passed  permitting  private  associations  or 
individuals  to  transact  the  business  of  banking.     Mr.  Ward 
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conceived  this  to  be  a  good  occasion  for  establishing  a  bank 
on  what,  from  long  experience,  be  deemed  to  be  sound 
principles ;  and  the  result  of  his  cogitations  and  consul- 
tations, frequent,  though  not  with  many  persons,  was  the 
establishment  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  which,  in  its  con- 
stitution and  hy-lr.wa,  may,  it  is  believed,  be  truly  described 
as  presenting  a  model  bank. 

The  health  of  Mr.  "Ward,  which  had  undergone  several 
violent  shocks  from  the  painful  and  exhausting  disease  of 
inflammatory  gout,  began  to  give  way  under  the  severe 
trials  and  constant  latigues  to  which  he  exposed  himself; 
and  when,  therefore,  on  the  declension  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  by 
reason  of  advanced  age,  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the 
Bank  of  Commerce,  the  station  was  pressed  upon  him, 
both  his  shattered  constitution  and  the  unaffected  diffidence 
which  instinctively  held  him  back  from  accepting  promi- 
nent station,  combined  to  urge  him  to  refuse.  But  when 
he  was  solicited  with  increased  earnestness  to  accept  the 
post,  and  appeals  were  made  to  his  sense  of  duty,  he 
yielded  bis  consent  to  take  the  helm,  until  the  new  bank 
should  be  fairly  afloat,  and  under  full  and  successful  head- 
way, stipulating,  with  that  rare  disinterestedness  that  en- 
tered so  largely  into  his  chai'aeter,  not  to  receive  any 
compensation  for  his  services.  Unhappily,  the  rooms  in 
the  new  Exchange,  in  which  the  business  of  the  bank  was 
traiBacted,  were  yet  damp  from  recent  plastering,  and  two 
successive  attacks  of  his  ancient  malady  were  thereby  in- 
duced in  the  spring  of  1839,  which,  by  their  severity  and 
rapid  succession,  fatally  undermined  his  heath.  Bet  he  yet 
struggled  against  disease  and  debility,  giving  all  the  energy 
of  a  mind  that  soared  above  the  influence  of  bodily  suffer- 
ing, to  perfect  and  consolidate  an  institution,  hj  the  endur- 
ing, just,  and  beneficent  operations  of  which  be  might 
reasonably  hope  to  be  remembered  in  after  years  among 
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In  July  of  1839,  feoblo  and  emaciated,  }ie  made  bie  ac- 
customed aummer  yisit  to  Newpoii,  but  not  with  the 
accustomed  result  of  renovated  strength  and  spirits;  the 
recuperative  powei-s  of  the  system  seemed  exhausted,  while, 
from  the  critical  condition  of  the  commercial  and  financial 
afiairs  of  the  conntry,  he,  from  his  connection  with  the 
Eank  of'Commerce,  was  not  allowed  the  respite  from  busi- 
ness, which,  at  Newport,  he  had  hitherto  been  wont  to 
enjoy.  Ee  kept  up  an  active  daily  correspondence  with 
the  bank,  took  a  lively  interest  in  all  its  transactions, 
and  when,  in  October,  the  banks  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of 
the  States  south  thereof,  suspended  specie  payments,  and 
clamors  almost  amounting  to  menace  were  heai'd  against 
the  declared  purpose  of  New  York  banks  to  maintain  at  all 
hazard  their  payments,  Mr.  Wai'd  hurried  back,  valetudi- 
narian as  he  was,  to  the  city ;  threw  himself  at  once  into 
the  conflict,  sustained,  encoui'aged,  and  convinced  the  timid 
and  the  doubting,  replying  with  truth  and  energy  to  a 
friend  who  admonished  him  of  the  peril  to  his  exhausted 
frame  of  such  exertions,  that  "  he  would  esteem  life  itself 
not  unworthily  sacrificed,  if,  by  word  or  deed,  he  couid  aid 
the  banks  in  adhering  faithfully  to  their  duty."  For  nearly 
two  weeks  he  gave  up  his  time,  thoughts,  and  labor  to  this 
object ;  and  when,  at  last,  he  saw  that  it  was  accomplished, 
and  fhat  the  honor  and  fair  fame  of  the  much-loved  city  in 
which,  and  with  which,  he  had  grown  from  boyhood  to 
mature  age,  wei'e  to  he  inviolably  maintained,  he  went 
home  to  die.  It  was  literally  so :  the  bed  which  received 
him  after  the  accomplishment  of  this  his  last  labor,  he  never 
again  left  alive. 

Enduring  pain  without  a  murmur — ^patient,  gentle,  hum- 
ble, and  resigned — looldng  death  steadfastly  in  the  face,  as 
one  whose  features  he  had  accustomed  himself  to  contem- 
plate— leaning  for  support  upon  the  Eock  of  Ages — eon- 
soled  by  the  memories  of  a  well-spent  life — at  peace  with 
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himself  and  with  the  world— he  expired  in  the  midst  of  his 
family  and  friends,  on  the  27th  of  NoTember,  1839. 

In  his  personal  intercourse  with  the  world,  Mr.  Ward  was 
direct,  almost  to  abruptness.  Sincere  and  decided  in  hia 
own  views,  he  was  impatient  of  circumlocution  and  indeci- 
sion in  others.  He  was  a  stickler  for  punctuality,  not  only 
as  an  act  of  politeness,  but  as  economiang  what  he  deemed 
a  precious  possession^ — time. 

Having  early  proposed  to  himself  a  particular  aim  in 
life  he  never  lest  sight  of  it  until  success  crowned  his 
efforts.  Of  this  singleness  of  purpose  and  unwavering  de- 
tei-mination,  this  anecdote  is  told  by  an  elderly  lady,  still 
living :  that  upon  her  questioning  him,  while  yet  a  lad,  as 
to  what  he  meant  to  be,  his  immediate  reply  was,  "  I  mean 
to  be  one  of  the  first  bankei^  in  the  United  States." 

In  the  intercourse  with  his  family  and  friends,  he  was 
eminently  confiding,  generous,  and  tender.  As  son,  brother, 
parent,  and  friend,  he  was  not  irreproachable  merely,  but 
admu-able ;  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  exemplified 
and  adorned  the  character  of  a  good  citizen,  a  bumble 
Christian,  and  an  honest  man. 

If  we  have  not  wholly  failed  in  our  sketch  of  such  a 
character,  it  will  not  be  without  its  moral  and  encourage- 
ment for  others. 
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The  eharactera  of  great  and  good  men  belong  to  man- 
kind ;  and  there  is  no  duty  more  pleasant  or  nsefiil,  than 
that  ■which  seelffl  the  recognition  of  their  virtues,  and  stimn- 
lates  in  after  life  to  the  imitation  of  their  example. 

Few  men  have  ever  won  a  larger  space  in  the  pubHe 
regards  than  Mathew  Carey ;  and  what  constitutes  that  fact 
one  of  peculiar  gratification  to  those  who  tnew  him  best, 
few  indeed  were  ever  more  deserving  of  public  esteem. 
There  is,  then,  an  agreeable  service  that  we  may  render 
unto  ourselves,  in  studying  aright,  if  possible,  the  poinfa  of 
Ms  character  which  went  to  make  him  what  he  was. 

Mr.  Carey  was  bom  in  Ireland,  on  the  28th  of  January, 
1?60.  His  father  was  a  very  worthy  man,  and  by  the 
prudent  exercise  of  his  trade,  that  of  a  baker,  amassed  a 
handsome  fortune.  In  early  life,  he  was  not  remarkable 
for  any  extraordinary  exhibition  of  his  intellectual  powers  ; 
and  his  education,  previous  to  his  reaching  the  age  of 
fifteen,  was  mostly  confined  to  the  branches  of  a  common 
English  course.*  When,  at  that  age,  it  became  necessary 
to  select  a  trade,  his  own  inclination  was  decidedly  in  favor 
of  that  of  a  printer ;  and  though  he  says  his  father  was 
very  much  opposed  to  that  avocation,  he  was  finally  able 
to  overcome  the  avereion,  and  went  as  an  apprentice  to  a 


*  Vide  an  AuWbiognipliioai  Sketch,  whicli  he  iirepnrcd  not  many  jcan 
at  tlie  suggsBfion  of  a  gendoman  (Mr.  Buokingham)  wlio,  like  Mr.  Can 
the  BTchiteot  of  hia  own  fame,  of  the  foota  of  which  iVeo  use  will  be  a 
Ibia  sketch. 
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Mr.  McDonnell,  of  Dublin,  a  printer  and  bookseller,  who 
was  tempted,  being  very  poor,  to  take  him,  in  consequence 
of  the  thirty  guineas  to  be  paid  as  apprentice-fee. 

He  represents  himself  to  have  been  a  voracious  reader, 
previous  to  his  entering  with  McDonnell ;  and,  like  Frank- 
lin, in  early  life,  be  had  made  friends  with  the  keeper  of  a 
circulating  library,  who  used  to  supply  him  clandestinely 
with  boots,  as  his  father  was  opposed  to  his  perusing  the 
promiBcuous  worl^  usually,  at  that  early  day,  to  be  met 
with  in  such  an  establishment. 

In  consec^uence  of  what  he  always  considered,  in  after 
life,  the  cai-elessness  of  his  nurse,  he  was  lame  in  one  foot 
from  the  time  he  was  a  year  old;  and  though  he  ever 
appeared  to  regard  this  as  a  great  calamity,  it  was,  no 
doubt,  the  means  of  securing  him  more  studious  habits  in 
early  life  than  be  would  otherwise  have  possessed,  inas- 
much ae  bis  infirmity  seriously  prevented  his  mingling  in 
those  athletic  sporte  which  generally  take  up  a  considerable 
poi-tion  of  youthful  days. 

He  states  tliat  his  first  essay  as  a  writer  was  made  when 
he  was  about  tie  age  of  seventeen,  and  upon  the  subject  of 
dueling.  It  was  produced  in  consequence  of  a  hostile 
meeting  between  a  fellow-apprentice,  and  the  apprentice- of 
a  bookseller  named  Wogan.  The  difficulty  grew  out  of  a 
personal  altercation  between  the  lads,  which  ended  in 
blows.  Wogan  very  improperly  urged  his  apprentice  to 
send  a  challenge  to  bis  opponent,  which  was  accordingly 
presented,  demanding  a  meeting  in  the  Park  on  a  ceriain 
day,  and  "Wogan  went  out  with  his  lad,  and  was  the  master- 
spirit of  the  whole  affair.  Mr.  Carey  regarded  this  as  moat 
exceptionable  conduct  on  behalf  of  Wogan,  and  wrote  a 
bitter  denunciation  of  it  in  the  Hibemia  Journal,  a  paper 
owned  in  pai-t  by  Mr.  McDonnell.  Young  Carey  became 
known  as  the  author,  and  besides  receiving  a  severe  repri- 
mand, his  fellow-apprentice,  a  poor  orphan,  was  finally 
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diBmissed,  to   appease   the  temper   of  "Wogan,  at  which 
Carey  was  deeply  indignant. 

The  next  production  of  which  he  gives  account,  was  a 
pamphlet,  written  in  1779,  in  regard  to  the  oppression  of 
the  Irish  Catholics  ;  and  this,  from  its  results,  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  moat  important  events  of  his  early  career.  It . 
exhibits  much  of  the  ardency,  patriotism,  and  love  of  lib- 
erty, which  -we  shall  see  were,  through  life,  leading  traits 
in  the  character  of  the  subject  of  this  ai-ticle.  It  bespeaks 
likewise  a  comprehensive  survey  'of  the  great  principles  of 
tmivcrsal  freedom,  which  America  had  been,  and  was  then, 
seeming,  not  only  for  her  own  sons,  but  for  the  nations 
that  should  follow  her  glorloi^  example. 

It  will  be  pertinent  to  reprint,  in  this  connection,  a 
single  paragraph,  sent  ae  the  pai-achnte  of  the  obnoxious 
pamphlet. 

"  At  a  time  when  America,  by  a  despei-ate  effort,  has 
nearly  emancipated  herself  from  slavery;  when,  laying 
aside  ancient  prejudices,  a  Catholic  king  becomes  the 
avowed  patron  of  Protestant  freemen ;  when  the  tyranny  of 
a  British  Parliament  over  Ireland,  has  been  annihilated  by 
the  intrepid  spirit  of  Irishmen ;  it  ia  a  most  afflicting  re- 
flection, that  you,  my  counti^men,  the  majority  of  that 
nation  which  has  shaken  off  an  unjust  English  yoke,  re- 
main still  enchained  by  one  infinitely  more  gaUing  ;  that 
you  are,  through  your  own  pusillanimity,  daily  insulted  by 
impudent  menacing  advertisements  from  insignificant  parts 
of  the  kingdom ;  that  a  few  tyrannical  bigots  in  Meath 
and  Wexford,  presume  to  take  into  their  own  hands  the 
legislative  and  executive  part  of  our  government;  and 
with  a  dictatorial  power,  prescribe  laws  to  their  fellow- 


Tlie  advertisement  of  which  this  paif^raph  formed  a  part, 
produced  much  excitement ;  and,  Pariiament  being  in  sis- 
gion,  the  Duke  of  Leinster  brought  it  before  the  House  of 
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Lords,  and  Sir  Thomas  Conelly  before  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons.  It  was  denounced  as  treasonable  and  seditious,  and 
quoted  in  proof  of  the  rebellious  views  of  the  Eoman  Catho- 
lics. Unfortunately  for  the  cause  of  truth  and  human  lib- 
erty, there  have  always  been  found  in  poor  Ireland  cringing 
sycophants  to  government,  who  at  all  hazards  would  sus- 
tain the  "  powers  that  be."  It  was  in  this  spirit  that  a 
body  of  Eoman  Catholics — ^possessing  not  a  particle  of  that 
patriotism  which  accomplished  the  Irish  insuxi-ection  of 
1798,  or  the  far  nobler  event  of  1776,  which  declared 
"  America  a  Nation  of  Freemen"— denounced  the  publica- 
tion of  young  Carey,  and  offered  a  reward  for  the  appre- 
hension of  its  author.  His  father  was  greatly  alarmed — 
took  steps  to  have  the  pamphlet  suppressed — and  by  the 
advice  of  his  friends  the  son  was  secretly  put  on  board  a 
Holyhead  packet  and  sent  to  France.  There  he  was  intro- 
duced to  Dr.  Franklin,  "  who  had  a  small  printing-ofBce  at 
Passy,  a  village  near  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  reprinting  his 
dispatches  from  America,  and  other  papera."  He  worked 
a  while  for  the  doctor,  and  afterward  with  Didot  le  jmme, 
on  some  English  books,  in  the  republication  of  which  that 
printer  was  engaged.  In  about  twelve  months,  the  excite- 
ment having  died  away  in  his  native  country,  young  Carey 
returned  home. 

While  in  France,  he  was  called  upon  by  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  who  was  seeMng  infonnafion  relative  to  the  con- 
dition of  Ireland,  and  we  shall  see  that  the  great  patriot 
and  friend  of  American  liberty  did  not  forget  the  acquaint- 
ance, when  he  was  subsequently  in  Philadelphia. 

After  his  return  to  Dublin,  by  the  assistance  of  his 
father,  who  had  in  the  mean  time  purchased  of  McDonnell 
the  balance  of  his  son's  apprenticeship,  young  Carey,  being 
then  twenty-two  years  of  age,  set  up  a  paper  called  the 
Freeman's  Journal.  It  was  commenced  in  October,  1783, 
and  is  described  by  its  editor  "  as  enthusiastic  and  violent." 
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It  soon  obtained  an  extensive  circulation ;  had  decided  ia- 
flnence  on  public  opinion,  "  fanning  the  flame  of  patriotisni 
which  pervaded  the  land,  and  exciting  the  indignation  of 
government,  which  formed  a  detei-mination  to  pat  it  down." 
On  the  7th  of  April,  Mr.  Foster  moved  in  the  House  of 
Commons ; 

"  That  an  address  be  preserited  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
requesting  that  he  will  please  issue  his  proclamation,  ofier- 
ing  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  Mathew  Cai-ej." — 
Parliamenta/ry  Register,  1783-4. 

Mr.  Carey  was  also  prosecuted  for  a  libel  on  the  Premier, 
He  was  finally  arrested  in  his  own  ofBce,  and  conveyed  to 
the  bouse  of  the  sergeant-at-arms,  L'Estrange,  as  Parliar 
ment  bad  previously  adjourned.  But  Parliament  reassem- 
bled on  the  19th  of  April,  and  be  was  iaken  before  that 
body ;  and,  to  the  astooishment  of  aU  the  fiiends  of  any 
thing  like  liberty  of  speech,  he  was,  by  a  vote  of  forty-three 
to  forty,  committed  to  Newgate.  On  the  lith  of  Kay, 
. "  Parliament  having  adjoimied,  and  their  power  of  deten- 
tion in  prison  having  ceased,  I  was  (says  Mr.  Carey)  tri- 
umphantly liberated  by  the  Lord  Mayor."  But  he  adds, 
"  although  thus  freed  from  the  clutches  of  the  Parliament, 
the  criminal  prosecution  for  the  libel  on  John  Foster,  the 
Premier,  like  the  eword  of  Damocles,  was  suspended  over 
my  head."  The  Attorney-General  having  besides  filed  a 
bill  against  Mm,  ex-fffftbio,  to  prevent  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Jmy,  it  was  deemed  best  that  he  sbonld  quit  his 
native  country,  inasmuch  as  justice-  was  obviously  to  be 
denied  by  those  in  authority  in  "  bis  own,  his  native  land." 
Accordingly,  disguised  in  a  female  dress,  to  escape  the 
myrmidons  of  government,  he  took  passage  on  board  the 
America,  on  the  7tb  of  September,  1784,  and  landed  in 
Philadelphia  on  tbe  15th  of  November  following. 

In  tbe  difficulties  and  embarrassments  that  had  attended 
his  prosecution  and  imprisonment,  bis  means  had  much  ran 


.y  Google 


312  LIVES    OF   AMERICAN   MERCHANTS. 

down,  and  wlien  he  landed  on  the  wharf  at  Philadelphia, 
he  was  an  entire  stranger,  with  scarce  a  dozen  guineas  in 
his  pocket !  The  newspaper  had  been  sold  to  his  brother 
for  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  remitted  aa  soon  as  he  could 
conveniently  do  so ;  but  his  hopes  from  that  source  were 
almost  blasted,  for  he  never  received  but  fifty  pounds,  the 
Freeman's  Journal  having  been  ruined,  "  partly  by  the  per- 
secntion  of  his  brother,  but  chiefly  by  government's  setting 
up  a  paper  with  the  same  name,  in  order  to  take  its  custom 
and  destroy  it." 

But  a  very  pleasant  and  unlooked-for  event  gave  new 
courage  to  his  hopes,  if  it  did  not  indeed  add  a  bright  col- 
oring to  all  his  after  career,  "We  have  said  before  that  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had  made  a  eaU  upon  young  Carey 
while  he  was  at  the  printing-oiSce  of  Pasay,  in  Prance.  He 
was  then  at  Mount  Vernon,  whitJier  a  fellow-passenger  of 
Mr.  Carey's,  named  "Wallace,  had  repaired  to  deliver  let- 
ters to  the  Marquis  with  which  he  had  been  charged.  The 
fonner  made  many  inquiries  of  Wallace  in  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  and  observed,  that  he  had  seen  "  an  ac- 
count of  the  Parliament's  proceedings  against  the  perse- 
cuted printer,  Mathew  Oarey."  Wallace  informed  the 
Marquis  that  he  came  passenger  with  Mr.  Carey,  and  that 
he  was  then  in  Philadelphia.  Subsequently,  on  Lafayette's 
arrival  in  Philadelphia,  he  wrote  Mr.  Carey  a  note,  desiring 
a  call  at  his  lodgings.  "  He  received  me,"  said  Mr.  Carey, 
"  with  great  kindness,  condoled  with  me  on  the  peraecution 
I  had  undergone,  inquired  into  my  prospects,  and  having 
told  him  I  intended  to  set  up  a  newspaper,  he  approved  the 
idea,  and  promised  to  recommend  me  to  his  friends,  ^Robert 
Morris,  and  others.  Next  morning  a  letter  was  handed  to 
me  from  him,  containing  four  one  hundred  dollar  notes,  on 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  but  it  contained  not  a  word  in 
reference  to  the  inclosure."  This  was  a  noble  act,  worthy 
of  the  man  who  had  expended  a  large  portion  of  a  princely 
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fortune,  and  freely  offered  his  life,  in  the  cause  of  American 
liberty.  He  "  meets  a  poor,  persecuted  young  man,  desti- 
tute of  friends ;  his  heart  expands,  and  he  freely  gives  him 
means  of  making  a  living,  without  the  remotest  expectation 
of  a  return,  or  of  ever  again  seeing  the  object  of  his 
bounty," 

It  is  due  to  Mr.  Carey  to  state,  that  he  subsequently  sent 
the  Marquis  a  valuable  present ;  aud  when  he  arrived  in 
our  country  in  1824,  in  broken  fortunes,  he  sent  him,  also, 
a  check  at  New  York,  for  the  full  sura  of  four  hundred  dol- 
lars, which  Lafayette  very  reluctantly  received. 

If  Bulwer  had  embodied  the  early  career  of  Mr.  Carey, 
he  might  well  have  said  of  him,  that, 

"  In  the  lesieoa  of  youth,  which  Fate  resoryca 
Sar  a  bright  manhood,  there  J3  no  3uoh  word 
As/oit" 

Actuated  by  this  dauntless  spirit,  he  immediately  com- 
menced a  newspaper  in  Philadelphia,  called  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Herald.  He  purchased  his  types  out  of  his  little  for- 
tune, and  as  a  bookseller  named  Bell  had  recently  deceased, 
among  whose  effects  was  an  old  and  much-worn  press,  Mr. 
Carey  purposed  its  purchase ;  but  Colonel  Oswald,  who 
published  the  Independent  Gazetteer,  regarding  the  com- 
mencement of  another  paper  with  rival  feelings,  bid  against 
Mr.  Carey,  until  he  raised  the  price  of  the  old  press  to  fifty 
pounds,  nearly  as  much  as  a  new  one  of  the  same  kind  was 
worth,  "  being,"  adds  Mr.  Carey,  "  one-third  of  my  whole 
fortune." 

The  first  number  of  his  newspaper  was  issued  on  the  25th 
of  January,  1785,  and  the  history  of  its  progress  shows  that 
none  but  an  undaunted  mind  and  indomitable  spirit  would 
ever  have  been  successful  in  its  establishment.  The  editor 
was  a  'perfect  stranger,  totally  unacquainted  with  the  feel- 
ings, prejudices,  and  wishes  of  those  he  had  come  among. 
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The  firat  decided  impression  which  the  newspaper  made, 
resulted  from  the  commencement;,  in  its  columns,  of  the 
English  newspaper  practice  of  reporting,  mi  exten^o,  the 
speeches  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  This  was  then  novel  in 
this  country,  and  soon  made  the  Herald  much  sought  after 
^-especially  as  the  editor  showed  a  wonderful  faculty  in 
making  his  reports  accurate.  He  was  much  aided  in  this 
by  a  most  tenacious  memory,  which  was  at  the  bottom,  in 
all  his  after  life,  of  his  stoiing  away  for  ready  use,  proba- 
bly, a  greater  body  of  valuable  statistical  and  other 
knowledge  than  almost  any  man  bf  tlie  age  in  which  he 
lived. 

Parties  at  this  period  I'an  high  in  Pennsylvania,  as  they 
did  elsewhere.  The  general  classification  was  Constitution- 
alists  and  Eepublicana.  "  The  former  were  supporters  of 
the  constitution  then  existing,  which  conferred  the  legisla- 
tive powers  on  a  single  body,  styled  the  Hoi^e  of  Assem- 
bly; and  the  eseeutive  department  on  a  president  and 
executive  council.  The  republicans  were  zealous  for  a 
change  in  the  legislature,  so  as  to  have  two  branches,  a 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  There  were  various 
minor  points  of  difference,  unnecessary  to  he  particular- 
ized." 

Colonel  Oswald,  of  the  Gazetteer,  was  the  organ  for  the 
republicans,  and'  wrote  a  very  violent  attack  on  a  society 
of  foreigners,  styled  "  the  newly  adopted  sons  of  the  United 
States."  Mr.  Carey,  A.  J.  Dallas,  and  many  other  power- 
ful writers,  were  members,  and  they  annoyed  the  republican 
party  very  much  with  their  pens.  Colonel  Oswald  de- 
nounced the  society  as  "  foreign  rencgadoes."  Mr.  Carey 
wrote  a  reply,  in  which  were  these  sentences  : 

"  Ifational  reflections  are  as  illiberal  as  they  are  unjust : 
but  from  Ameiicans,  they  are  something  worse.  A  great 
■part  of  the  armies  that  nobly  gained  America  h&r  inde- 
pendence, were  ahens,  or  foreigners,  many  of  whose  coun- 
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tiymen  are  now  the  subjects  of  obloquy  and  reproacli,  I 
mean  French,  Germans,  Irish,  etc." 

A  bitter  newspaper  controversy  ensued,  which  finally- 
terminated  thus :  Mr.  Carey,  in  speaking  of  some  of  Colonel 
Oswald's  paragraphs,  holds  this  language : 

"The  literaiy  assassin,  who  basely  attempts  to  blast  a 
character,  is  a  ■rillain,  whether  he  strut  in  the  glare  of  day 
a  ferocious  Colonel  Oswald,  with  a  drawcansir  countenance, 
or  skulks  a  Junius,  concealed  for  a  quarter  of  a  century," 

Colonel  Oswald  made  this  reply : 

"  Tour  being  a  cripple  is  your  main  protection  against 


Mr,  Carey's  rejoinder  was  : 

"  Though  I  am  a  cripple,  there  is  a  certain  mode  in 
which  I  would  be  on  equality.  This  hint  is  the  less  neces- 
sary to  a  man  whose  newspaper  frequently  holds  out  threats 
of  coming  to  the  point," 

This  correspondence  Mr.  Carey  reprinted  in  a  satirical 
poem,  entitled,  "  The  Plagi-Scurnliad,  addressed  to  Colonel 
Oswald,"  The  latter  returned  it  by  a  Captain  Eice,  who 
said,  "  Colonel  Oswald  considers  this  a  challenge."  Mr, 
Carey  coolly  replied,  "  It  was  eo  intended,"  and  referred 
him  to  a  Mr.  Marmie,  a  French  gentleman,  of  the  house 
of  Tumbull,  Marmie  &  Co.  The  seconds  fixed  on  Satur- 
day, the  21st  of  January,  1786,  for  the  day  of  meeting. 
They  met  accordingly,  in  "New  Jersey,  opposite  the  city. 
Colonel  Oswald  having  served  in  the  army,  was  a  prac- 
ticed shot,  while  Mr.  Carey  had  never  drawn  a  trigger  but 
once  in  his  life.  They  were  at  ten  paces  distance,  when 
the  word  was  given,  and  the  pisljol  of  Colonel  Oswald  shot 
his  antagonist  through  the  thigh  bone,  which  laid  him  up 
for  nearly  sixteen  months.  All  the  records  of  the  times 
show  that  both  parties  behaved  coolly  and  magnanimously 
on  the  ground ;  and  the  result  was  more  fortunate  than 
moat  duels  are,  for  it  appears  to  have  made  the  parties  feel 
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toward  each  other,  with  the  generous  Frenchman,  Colonel 
Damaa ;  "  It  is  astonishing  how  much  I  like  a  man  after 
I've  fought  with  him." 

It  is  but  simple  justice  to  Mr.  Carey  to  add  here,  that  he 
regretted  his  having  engaged  in  this  duel  daring  all  his 
after  life ;  and  following  up  his  eai-lj  impressions,  he  con- 
tinned  to  wield  his  pen  against  this  relic  of  the  ages  of  har- 
harism,  which  has,  through  a  false  notion  of  honor,  caused 
the  loss  to  America  of  so  many  valuable  lives.  Mi'.  Carey 
appears  to  have  acted  throughout  with  a  firm  conviction 
that  it  was  the  determined  purpose  of  Colonel  Oswald  and 
his  friends  to  blast  his  ehai-acter  and  destroy  his  hopes ; 
and,  urged  forward  by  a  natural  warmth  of  temperament, 
he  declares,  "  On  one  thing  I  was  resolved :  if  I  displayed 
the  white  feather,  I  would  never  see  Philadelphia  more." 

The  next  work  in  which  Mr.  Oarey  was  concerned,  was 
the  Columbian  Maga^ne,  wherein  he  was  interested  with 
four  other  partners.  He  finally,  however,  withdrew,  and 
commenced  the  American  Museum,  a  magazine  "  intended 
to  preserve  the  valuable  fugitive  essays  that  appeared  in 
the  newspapers,"  which  he  continued  until  December,  1787. 
But  the  times  were  not,  in  those  early  days,  very  propitious 
for  magazines ;  and  it  should  be  mentioned  as  a  matter  of 
encouragement  to  others  to  peraevere  under  great  difficul- 
ties, that  Mr.  Carey  declares  himself  often  to  have  been  in 
such  a  state  of  "  intense  penury,"  that  he  was  frequently 
compelled  to  "  borrow  money  to  go  to  market."  As  a 
specimen  of  his  poverty,  he  quotes  the  case  of  a  Gei-man 
paper-maker  living  fifteen  miles  from  the  city,  to  whom  Mr. 
Carey  had  given  a  note  for  thirty-seven  dollars,  which  he 
had  come  to  Philadelphia  five  times  for,  receiving  the 
amount  in  as  many  instalments. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Carey  was  the  next  event  of  im- 
portance. Miss  B.  Flahavan,  the  daughter  of  a  highly  re- 
spectable citizen,  who,  like  thousands  of  othei^,  had  been 
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ruined  by  the  devolution,  was  the  pai-tner  of  liis  choice. 
Slie  had  no  dowiy  but  that  of  prudence,  intelligence,  and 
iiidustiy,  and  these  are  far  richer  than  any  other  that  can 
be  bestowed.  She  had  united  herself  to  a  man  whose 
whole  fortune  consisted  of  a  few  hundred  dollara'  wortli  of 
fiirnitui'e,  and  some  back  numbers  of  his  magazine,  com- 
paratively valueless  as  soon  as  the  work  was  abandoned. 
But  what  of  that  ?  Both  husband  and  -wife  had  minds 
filled  with  good  common  sense.  They  bad  no  false  pride 
to  retard  their  efforts.  They  were  persevering  and  economi- 
cal, and  together  they  resolved  to  make  their  way  in  the 
world.  "  We  early,"  says  the  husband,  "  formed  a  deter- 
mination to  indulge  in  no  unnecessary  expense,  and  to 
mount  the  ladder  so  slowly,  as  to  run  no  risk  of  having  to 
descend."  What  a  salutary  example  is  here  written  in  one 
sentence  for  the  young  of  our  day !  IIow  altered  is  the 
mode  of  beginning  the  marriage  life  now-a-days !  Large 
rents,  expensive  establishments,  unlimited  debts,  "  routs 
and  rounds  of  fashion,"  are  at  once  launched  into ;  and  the 
yoimg  couple  live  on,  so  long  as  petty  shifts,  contrivances, 
and  deceptions  will  sustain  them,  and  then  sink  into  home- 
less misery,  from  which  perchance  they  never  recover, 
"  Daughters,  tenderly  reared,  and  who  have  brought  hand- 
some fortunes  fo  their  husbands,  are  often  obliged  to  return 
home  to  their  aged  parents,  who  have  to  maintain  them, 
their  husbands,  and  their  children — a  deplorable  fate  for 
old  age."  Fathers  have  the  unspeakable  miseiy  of  be- 
holding their  sons,  in  whom  the  hopes  of  after  years  were 
centered,  broken  down,  indolent,  reckless,  dissipated — hang- 
ing on  society  as  pests  and  nuisances,  instead  of  becoming 
ornaments  and  examples  of  it.  Oh  "  what  masses  of  misery 
would  it  not  prevent,"  if  the  young  men  of  our  day  would 
adopt  the  shining  and  virtuous  example  of  the  heads  of  the 
family,  the  incidents  of  whose  lives  we  may  so  profitably 
dwell  upon ! 
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They  lived  happily  together  for  nearly  thirty-nine  years,— 
niitil  the  death  of  Mrs.  Carey,  which  occurred  many  years 
since, — rearing  a  femily  of  six  children,  two  having  died 
in  infancy,  and  one  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  The  pruden- 
tial habits,  fixed  principles,  and  strong  common  sense, 
which  ever  guided  these  parents,  have  been  reflected  in 
the  estimable  characters  of  their  children.  It  will  not  be 
proper  to  speak  here  as  we  might  be  tempted  to  do,  of  the 
living ;  but  we  may  be  allowed  the  remark,  as  proof  of  cor- 
rect parental  guidance,  that  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  of 
this  family  are  worthily  ranked  among  our  most  estimable 
citizens.  The  eldest  son,  Mr.  Henry  C.  Carey,  was  for 
many  years  known  as  one  of  the  extensive  book-house  of 
Carey,  Lea  &  Co.,  from  whieb  be  retired,  a  few  years 
since,  with  an  ample  fortune,  as  the  result  of  strict  appbea- 
tion  to  business,  and  unfaltering  mercantile  honor.  That 
gentleman,  too,  is  a  good  writer,  and  his  works,  all  of  which 
are  politico-economical,  have  met  high  consideration  from 
the  ablest  writei-s  of  our  own  country  and  of  Europe. 

After  the  relinquishment  of  the  Museum  magazine,  Mr. 
Carey  commenced  printing  and  bookselling  on  a  limited 
scale,  but  by  the  most  unceasing  industry,  perseverance, 
and  integrity,  be  went  on  gradually  extending  his  business, 
and  making  slow  but  sure  steps  to  wealth.  "  Some  idea," 
says  Mr.  Carey,  "  may  be  formed  of  my  devotion  to  busi- 
ngs from  the  fact  tbat^  for  above  twenty-five  years,  I  was 
present,  winter  and  summer,  at  the  opening  of  my  store ; 
and,  my  parlor  being  close  to  the  store,  I  always  left  my 
meals  when  business  of  any  importance  was  being  trans- 
acted." How  different  this  from  the  custom  of  too  many 
of  the  present  day !  Up  pretty  much  all  night  in  the 
whirlpool  of  false  society,  the  mom  has  wasted  into  noon 
ere  they  come  out  to  their  places  of  business ;  and  in  the 
afternoon,  instead  of  "minding  the  shop,"  they  find  it  "in- 
3  to  health"  to  whirl  out  of  town  in  a  cabriolet  I 
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If  the  example  of  such  a  man  ae  Mathew  Carey  is  worth 
any  thing,  let  those  who  are  determined  to  succeed  in  life 
reform  altogether  those  habits,  which  are  sure,  sooner  or 
later,  to  bring  destruction  upon  them.  INeglect  of  business, 
luxurious  living,  attempts  at  show,  and  false  pride,  are  the 
alarming  evils  that  lie  in  the  path  of  many  of  the  young 
beginners  of  our  day,  of  all  trades,  professions,  and  avoca- 
tions ;  and  what  lessons  of  caution  and  wisdom  may  we  not 
learn  from  the  characters,  habits,  and  pi-inciples  of  the 
substantial  men  who  have  preceded  us,  and  who,  by  slow 
but  sure  efforts,  went  steadily  up  to  positions  from  which 
they  had  no  fear  of  falling!  Better  to  commence  on  a 
small  scale,  than  to  begin  on  a  large  one  and  finally  be 
broken  down;  and  the  entire  history  and  experience  of  all 
the  straightforward  and  sagacious  merchants  of  the  past,  is 
a  triumphant  illnsti-ation  that  industry,  pnidence,  and  hon- 
esty are  sure  to  ascend,  in  the  long  ran,  where  all  else  may 
fail.  Stephen  Girard  was  once  a  poor  sailor-boy  before  the 
mast;  "William  Gray,  an  humble  mechanic;  and  Peter  0. 
Brooks,  a  small-salary  secretary  in  an  insurance  office ;  and 
yet  they  went  up  by  their  own  hands,  became  honorable 
merchants,  and  amassed  princely  fortunes.  They  were,  like 
all  men  who  have  made  to  themselves  fame  or  fortune,  hard 
workers  and  close  thinkera.  They  "minded  their  own 
business,"  and,  what  was  of  infinite  consequence,  had  no 
time  to  meddle  with  that  of  other  people. 

Their  examples  may  well  be  imitated  for  rigid  mercan- 
tile integrity,  and  unfaltering  punctuality  in  the  perform- 
ance of  every  obligation,  by  all  who  wish  to  go  up  in  the 
right  way. 

In  11QS,  Mr.  Carey  was  a  most  efficient  member  of  the 
committee  of  health,  with  Mr.  Girard  and  others,  when  the 
yellow  fever  prevailed  so  dreadftilly  in  Philadelphia,  Eotli 
these  gentlemen  were  very  active  in  their  devotion  to  the 
dck.    When  it  was  found  impossible,  from  the  danger  of 
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the  situation,  to  obtain  any  one  to  become  superintendent 
of  the  hospital  at  Bush-hill,  Stephen  Girard  nobly  stepped 
forward ;  and  Mr,  Carey  states  that  Mr.  Girard  "  helped  to 
dresa  the  eorea,  and  perforin  all  the  menial  offices  for  the 
sick."  Mr.  Carey  wrote  a  history  of  this  dreadful  calamity, 
giving  a  "  fall  account  of  its  rise,  progress,  efFecta,  and  ter- 
mination."    It  is  a  thrilling  narratiye. 

In  the  same  year  Mr.  Carey,  regarding  with  deep  com- 
miseration the  forlorn  condition  of  many  of  his  countrymen 
who  came  to  our  shores,  was  principally  iaetramental  in  the 
formation  of  an  association  called  "  The  Hibernian  Society, 
for  the  rehef  of  emigrants  from  Ireland ;"  an  institution 
which  has  since  done  much  good,  and  is  still  nnmbered 
among  our  mcrat  beneficial  societies. 

While  Cohbet  was  in  Philadelphia,  in  1796,  some  med- 
dlesome individuals  sought  to  embroil  Mr.  Coi'cy  in  an  an- 
gry controversy  with  iiim.  In  one  of  Cobbet'a  previous 
works  he  had  mentioned  Mr,  Carey  favorably,  and  the 
meddlers  were  constantly  throwing  out  insinuations  that 
Cobbet  was  afraid  of  him.  Mr.  Carey  addressed  a  note  to 
Cobbet,  early  od  this  attempted  embroilment,  in  which  he 
tells  him :  "  I  have  never  written  a  line  respecting  you,  and 
mj  determination  is  to  pursue  the  same  line  of  conduct,  un- 
less I  am  driven  to  a  different  course  by  unprovoked  ag- 
gression." It  seems,  however,  that  the  issue  finally  came, 
and  a  very  bitter  one  it  was.  It  was  a  newspaper  and 
pamphlet  war  of  some  time  continuance,  wherein  many 
hard  things  were  said  by  both  parties.  Mr.  Carey  finally 
published  what  he  termed  "  A  Plumb  Pudding  for  Peter 
Porcupine,"  handling  his  adversary  without  gloves.  Sub- 
sequently Mr.  Carey  issued  a  lludibrastic  poem,  the  pur- 
pose of  which  was  to  show  np  the  scuiTility  and  abuse  that 
found  place  in  Cobbet's  newspaper;  and  so  ludicrously  did 
"  he  do  this,  that  it  had  the  elTect  to  end  the  "  tug  of  war." 
Cobbet  never  made  any  reply  afterward. 
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lu  1802,  Mr.  Carey  was  elected  hj  the  Senate  of  the 
State  a  director  of  tiic  Bank  of  Pennaylvama,  ■which  station 
he  occupied  until  1805.  He  mentions,  as  a  disadvantage 
to  him  from  the  position,  the  lenity  shown  by  the  other  di- 
rectors, whereby  his  debts  rose  extravagantly  high.  This 
evil  he  urges  with  great  warmth  and  zeal,  as  the  one  which 
eeveral  times  in  his  business  life  came  near  bringing  him 
to  bankmptcy.  "I  printed  and  published,"  he  declares, 
"  above  twice  as  many  hooks  ae  were  necessary  for  the  ex- 
tent of  my  busine^ ;  and,  in  consequence,  incurred  oppres- 
sive debts  to  banks— was  laid  under  contribution  for  in- 
terest to  them  and  to  usurers,  which  not  only  swallowed 
up  xaj  profits,  but  kept  me  in  a  constant  state  of  penury. 
I  was  in  many  cases  shaved  so  close  by  the  latter  class, 
that  they  almost  skinned  me  alive.  To  this  cause  my 
difficulties  were  nearly  altogether  owing,  for  I  did  a  large 
and  profitable  business  almost  from  the  time  I  opened  a 
bookstore." 

He  sets  down  another  evil  practice  of  his  bnsiaess  career, 
which  he  cautions  young  traders  to  shun,  as  they  would 
"  temporal  perdition."  It  is  that  of  endorsation.  "  In  this 
way,  in  fourteen  years,"  he  writes,  "  I  li^t  between  thirty 
and  forty  thousand  dollars ;  and  but  for  this,  I  might  have 
retired  from  business  ten  years  earlier  than  I  did ;  besides, 
in  one  of  the  cases  of  failure,  I  was  brought  to  the  verge  of 
stoppage."  Actuated  by  that  expansive  benevolence  which, 
during  his  whole  life,  was  a  leading  trait  in  his  character, 
Mr,  Carey,  about  this  time,  and  for  some  years  onward, 
wrote  and  published  much  to  try  and  bring  about  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  taxes  of  Philadelphia,  His  positions  were 
founded  on  the  great  inequality  that  existed  between  the 
taxes  on  real  estate  and  personal  property.  He  states  an 
example,  viz. :  "  Stephen  Girard  did  not  pay  as  much  tax 
for  all  the  stock  of  his  bank,  and  all  his  bonds  and  mortga- 
ges, as  was  paid  by  a  single  ground-rent  of  two  hundred 
21 
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dollars."  Some  salutary  improvements  were  finally  made, 
especially  so  far  as  related  to  "  gronnd  rente  and  houses." 

The  nest  subject  of  public  importance  in  which  his  pen 
became  deeply  engaged  was,  in  1810,  on  the  question  of 
the  renewal  of  the  cbai-ter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
He  -wrote  a  series  of  essays  warmly  advocating  the  re- 
newal, and  gave  much  personal  attention  to  the  matter,  as 
well  at  home  as  at  the  scat  of  the  general  government, 
which,  all  those  who  ai-e  famihar  with  the  records  of  the 
times  are  aware,  made  him  many  bitter  opponents,  as  well 
as  many  warm  fiiends,  according  to  the  character  of  their 
views  in  regard  to  the  measure  in  agitation. 

The  publication  of  "  The  Olive  Branch"  Mv.  Carey  re- 
gards as  one  of  the  most  important  events  of  his  life.  It 
took  place  in  1814.  The  purpose  the  author  had  in  pro- 
ducing it  was,  to  "  endeavor,  by  a  candid  publication  of  the 
follies  and  errors  of  both  sid^,  to  calm  the  embittered  feel- 
ing of  the  political  pai-ties."  The  first  edition  was  produced 
within  the  leisure  time  of  six  or  seven  vreeks.  It  formed  a 
duodecimo  volume  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  pages,  of 
which  about  eighty  were  public  documents.  It  was  sold 
out  immediately,  and  the  author  says,  "  I  was  preparing  a 
new  edition  when  the  thrice-welcome  news  of  peace  arrived, 
which  I  thought  would  render  it  unnecessaiy."  He  sub- 
eequentiy,  however,  had  good  reason  to  change  that  opinion, 
from  the  demands  that  came  in ;  and  one  edition  after 
another  was  prepared,  each  one  receiving  some  addition, 
until,  within  three  years  and  a  half,  ten  editions  were  struck 
ofP,  there  having  been  over  ten  thousand  copies  sold. 

The  next  large  work  he  produced  was,  "  The  Vindiciie 
HibemicEe,"  which  made  its  appearance  in  1819.  His  ob- 
ject in  writing  this  work  was,  to  prove,  among  many  other 
positions,  that,  from  the  invasion  of  Ireland  by  Cromwell, 
the  government  of  that  country  had  been  marked  by  almcet 
every  species  of  "  fraud,  chicane,  cruelty,  and  oppr^on ;" 
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that  tlie  Insb  were,  from  time  to  time,  goaded  into  ineurrec- 
tion ;  that  they  did  not  enjoy  the  free  exercise  of  theh 
religion ;  that  the  pretended  conspiracy  of  1641  was  a  mis- 
erable fabrication,  and  that  the  ma^aeres,  said  to  have 
been  committed  by  the  Irish  in  the  insurrection  of  the  same 
year,  are  nnfounded  in  fact.  There  have  been,  and  will 
continue  to  be,  various  opinions  as  to  the  snccess  with 
which  the  author  has  made  out  his  assumptions ;  bat  there 
is  one  thing  which  everybody  will  be  very  ready  to  admit, 
viz.,  that  the  author  brought  great  patience,  perseverance, 
and  industry  to  its  preparation,  for  he  consulted  not  leas 
than  sixty  different  works,  and  made  five  hundred  and 
ninety-sis  quotations.  In  Ireland,  especially,  the  book  re- 
ceived great  praise,  having  been  pronounced  by  the  highest 
authorities  as  "  the  best  vindication  of  Ireland  that  was  ever 
written," 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  his  "  Vindication  of  Ire- 
land," he  entered  the  lists  in  favor  of  "  The  Protective  Sys- 
tem of  American  Industry,"  and  became  for  many  years 
the  untiring  champion  of  that  policy  in  its  broadest  extent 
He  wrote  a  series  of  essays,  which  were  published  by  a 
very  reputable  society,  established  in  Philadelphia  to  aid 
in  the  encouragement  of  domestic  industry.  They  were 
ansiously  sought  for  by  the  Mends  of  the  system,  and  wei'e 
generally  copied  into  the  newspapers  north  of  the  Potomac. 
Subsequently  he  brought  forth  numerotis  other  writings, 
favoring  the  "  Protective  System,"  forming  in  all  fifly-nine 
distinct  publicatioM,  and  embracing  in  the  whole  two  thon- 
Band  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  pages.  Besides,  he 
was  always  ready  to  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and  did  so, 
to  a  veiy  large  extent,  to  aid  in  the  advocacy  of  a  system  ha 
had  BO  ardently  embraced.  As  was  the  case  when  he  came 
out  so  warmly  for  a  recharter  of  the  former  United  States 
Bank,  his  efforts  provoked  many  opponents,  and  won  him 
also  many  warm  friends,  as  was  natural  from  the  contro- 
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verted  nature  of  the  snbject  he  so  zealously  advocated. 
Many  public  democatratioiis  of  gratitude  followed  his  la- 
bore,  and  there  were  also  indications  of  public  opinion 
denunciatory  in  no  stinted  tei-ms  of  his  toils  and  his  views. 

In  Professor  Longfellow's  Hyperion  are  to  be  found  these 
beautiful  and  espreMve  sentences : 

"  It  has  become  a  common  saying,  that  men  of  genius 
are  always  in  advance  of  their  age  ;  which  is  true.  There 
is  something  equally  true,  yet  not  so  common,  namely,  that, 
of  these  men  of  genius,  the  best  and  bravest  are  in  advance, 
not  only  of  their  own  age^  but  of  every  age.  As  the  Ger- 
man proae-poet  says,  '  every  possible  future  is  behind 
them.' " 

In  no  inapt  sense  may  we  apply  this  to  Mathew  Oarey. 
His  penetration  and  sagacity  seemed  to  keep  him  uniformly 
in  advance  of  most  others  on  great  subjects  of  state  and 
national  importance.  As  a  proof  of  this,  we  may  quote 
what  is  stated  by  a  worthy  compeer,  now  living,  viz.: 
"  That  he  was  the  first  man  in  Pennsylvania  to  awaken  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  vast  importance  of  a  great  system  of  in- 
ternal improvements."  He  wrote  pamphlets  and  circulated 
them,  prepared  a  great  many  newspaper  essays,  and,  finally, 
addressed  letters  to  influential  men  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  inviting  them  to  a  meeting,  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  secure,  ultimately,  tlie  incalculable  blessing  of 
extended  internal  communication ;  and  he  lived,  witi  many 
of  his  patriotic  colaborers,  to  witness  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania not  in  the  rear,  at  least,  of  any  member  of  the 
American  republic,  either  in  the  extent  or  value  of  her 
internal  intercourae. 

How  his  labors  were  appreciated  by  his  contemporaries 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  one 
of  his  most  distinguished  fellow-citizens,  Mr.  John  Sar- 
geant,  then  minister  at  Mexico,  to  the  iate  Mr,  Joseph 
Eeed,  son  of  President  Eeed  : 
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"  Mr.  Oarey — a  man  to  whom  -we  are  all  a  great  deal 
more  indebted  liban  we  are  aware  of,  and  who  ia  entitled  to 
respect  and  regard  for  the  generosity  of  hia  nature,  the  ex- 
tent and  variety  of  his  knowledge,  and  hie  devoted  and 
disinterested  exertions  in  the  public  service.  He  has  given 
more  time,  money,  and  labor  to  the  public  than  any  man  I 
am  acquainted  with,  and,  in  truth,  has  founded  in  Phila- 
delphia a  school  of  public  spirit.  This  is  bare  justice  to  an 
excellent  citizen,  to  whom  also  I  am  free  to  acknowledge 
n^^  own  particular  obhgations  for  his  uniform  friendship. 
—Meonco,  April   19,  1827."    ^ 

The  latter  portion  of  Mr.  Carey's  life  ia  too  well  known 
to  need  a  detailed  account  of  its  incidents.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  all  the  worthy  chanties  of  the  day.  He 
seemed  to  have  an  ambition  to  do  good,  and  whenever  he 
took  hold  of  a  cause,  he  brought  to  it  the  devotion  of  his 
early  days.  He  was  a  bold  and  unceasing  advocate  of  the 
great  system  of  universal  education,  utterly  repudiating  the 
idea  that  there  should  be  an  education  for  the  rich,  and 
another  for  the  poor,  zealously  declaring  that  he  would  have 
■  education  as  free  as  the  genial  air.  His  labors  in  behalf  of 
the  poor — constantly  seeking,  both  by  his  pen  and  his 
bounty,  to  ameliorate  their  condition—were  untiring  and 
disinterested.  Especially  have  poor  widows,  left  with  a 
family  of  little  ones  to  support,  cause  to  remember  in  thank- 
fulness the  ever-readineas  with  which  his  heart  and  his 
purse  were  open  to  their  forlorn  hopes.  For  a  long  scri^ 
of  yeara  he  had  a  charity-list,  on  which  were  enrolled  the 
names  of  hundi'eds  to  whom  he  regularly  gave,  once  each 
fortnight,  a  donation  of  groceries  and  other  necessaries  of 
life ;  and  where  they  are  to  find  another  such  a  friend — 
God  only  knows  I 

In  the  entire  efforts  of  Mathew  Oarey,  he  ever  appeared 
to  act  upon  the  principle,  "  to  let  good  offices  go  round." 
In  his  more  elaborate  writings,  what  he  regards  as  the  great 
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interests  of  his  fellow-men,  appear  to  form  the  leading  mo- 
tive in  their  compoeition.  His  last  pubheation  of  any 
extent  was  a  small  volume  on  the  subject  of  domestic  econ- 
omy, entitled,  "  The  Philosophy  of  Common  Sense,"  the 
object  of  which  was  to  embody  his  experience,  and  the 
masims  of  his  cai-eer  of  fourscore  years.  In  the  preface 
he  feelingly  states,  that  it  will  probably  be  the  last  one  he 
shall  ever  give  to  the  public :  and  now  that  the  prediction 
is  reality,  we  may  safely  declare,  if  he  had  produced  noth- 
ing else,  this  little  wort  would  raise  for  him  an  enduring 
monument,  in  proof  of  the  philosophic  and  common-sense 
tone  of  hie  mind,  and  the  benevolence  and  affection  of  hia 
heart. 

There  was  one  featm'e  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Carey  which  was 
of  inestimable  value  to  the  young ;  and  it  cannot  be  too 
much  commended  to  other  gentlemen  of  leisure  and  ample 
fortune.  It  was  a  disposition  to  extend  the  hand  of  kind- 
ness to  young  men  whom  he  observed  of  promising  talenfa, 
justlyambitious,  and  systematically  industrious.  Hewoidd 
go  out  of  his  way  to  meet  such,  and  to  make  them  feel  that 
he  respected  and  was  ever  ready  to  aid  them.  He  had  not 
a  pai'ticle  of  that  small  cliqneism  which  is  too  often  the 
disgrace  of  literary  men,  nor  had  he  any  of  tlie  false  pride 
which  nnfortunately  becomes  the  guiding  power  of  many 
a  man  who  has  gone  up  to  wealtb  by  the  help  of  the  labor 
of  his  own  hands.  On  the  contrary,  his  house,  his  counse], 
his  library,  and  his  heart  were  open  ia  the  young,  the  am- 
bitious, and  deserving ;  and  many  an  enterprising  citizen 
can  go  back  and  date  the  honr  of  his  triumph  to  the  unfal- 
tering smiles  which  he  ever  met  fi-om  the  beaming  connte- 
nance  of  Mathew  Carey ;  and,  as  perseverance,  industry, 
economy,  and  integrity,  were  the  Corinthian  columns  of  his 
own  character,  he  delighted  to  impress  upon  his  vast  body 
of  young  friends,  that  upon  none  other  could  ttey  ever  rear 
enduring  fame  or  substantial  wealth. 
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Mr.  Carey  breathed  his  last,  at  his  own  residence  in 
Wahrat-street,  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  17th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1840,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years.  Hie  having 
been,  a  week  previonBly,  overturned  in  his  carriage,  no 
doubt  hastened  the  termination  of  his  life.  His  funeral  de- 
noted the  universal  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens.  It  was 
one  of  the  largest,  excepting  perhaps  that  of  Stephen 
Girard,  that  ever  occmred  in  Philadelphia.  Many  soci- 
eties joined  in  the  procession.  The  body  was  borne  to  St. 
Mary's  Church,  where  the  solemn  semce  of  the  dead  was 
performed.  The  church  was  crowded  to  excess,  thousands 
having  come  forth,  spontaneously,  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of 
respect  to  one  who  ended  his  labors  of  benevolence  only 
when  he  ceased  to  breathe  I 

"  Such  pasH  away  J  but  they  leave 
All  hope,  or  love,  or  tnith,  or  liberty, 
WhoBB  forms  their  mighty  apiiita  could  oouoeive 
To  be  a  mle  and  law  to  ages  that  survive." 
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The  character  of  Mr.  Eddy  ag  a  merchant  and  a  man 
induces  ua  to  place  it  on  record.  Connected  aa  he  was  with 
those  great  projects  for  amehorating  the  moral  and  physical 
condition  of  New  York,  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  penitentiary 
system,  and  exhihiting  the  pare  example  of  a  spotless  life, 
as  wen  as  a  model  of  commercial  integrity,  it  is  believed 
tiiat  a  short  account  of  one  who  occupied  so  prominent  and 
useful  a  position  in  the  history  of  his  country  wiU  be  pecu- 
liarly acceptable  to  that  portion  of  the  present  generation 
who  now  throng  the  busy  marts  of  ti'ade  and  commerce. 
That  noble  charity,  the  New  York  Hospital,  stands  a  mon- 
ument of  the  liberal,  warm,  and  aetiye  spirit  which  glowed 
in  all  his  actions,  through  a  long  and  varied  life.  The 
philanthropist  Howard  was  his  beacon-light;  and  emula- 
ting the  example  of  that  good  man,  he  devoted  himself, 
body  and  soul,  to  the  mitigation  of  human  misery,  in  what- 
ever shape  it  assumed.  Such,  indeed,  were  his  virtues, 
that  he  received  by  general  consent  the  appellation  of  the 

"  HOWAED  Off  AmeEIOA." 

Thomas  Eddy  waa  born  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  of 
September,  1758.  His  parents  were  from  Ireland,  and  had 
emigrated  about  five  yeai-a  before.  They  belonged  to  the 
Society  of  Friends.  His  father  was  engaged  in  the  ship- 
ping business  until  1766,  when  he  went  into  that  of  the 
hardware,  in  which  he  continued  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year.  JIxs.  Eddy, 
with  a  large  family  of  children,  continued  the  business  for 
a  number  of  years  after  her  husband's  death,  when  she  re- 
moved to  Bucks  county.    On  account  of  the  disordered 
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state  of  tlie  times,  eeminariea  of  learning  were  few  and 
badly  conducted,  aoid  the  scholastie  acquisitions  of  young 
Eddy,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  were  comprised  within  naiTow 
limits.  "  All  the  learning,"  he  says,  in  a  short  memoir  of 
himself,  "  all  the  learning  I  acquired  was  reading,  wi-iting, 
and  arithmetic  as  far  as  vulgar  fractions.  As  to  grammar, 
I  could  repeat  some  of  the  definitions  by  i-ote,  but  was  to- 
tally ignorant  of  its  principles."  At  tlie  age  we  have 
referred  to,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  Mr.  Hoskins,  of  Bur- 
lington, New  Jersey,  to  learn  the  tanning  business,  but 
some  misunderstanding  having  occurred  with  his  employer, 
he  remained  but  two  years  with  him. 

An  acquaintance  formed  in  his  sixteenth  year,  with  a 
young  man  named  "William  Savary,  seems  to  have  given 
such  an  impulse  to  his  moral  vii-tues  as  remained  through 
life,  and  gave  birth  to  the  line  of  conduct  which  has  since 
made  him  conspicuous  among  the  few  who  are  really  good. 
He  pays  a  rich  compliment  to  this  friend  of  his  early  yeai-s : 

"  Of  William  Savary,  it  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  say 
too  much.  No  two  persons  could  entertain  a  more  near 
and  tender  regard  and  affection  for  each  other,  than  al- 
ways subsisted  between  us.  He  was  a  man  of  uncom- 
monly strong  mind,  and  good  understanding.  When  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age  he  became  a  minister,  and  perhaps 
there  never  was  one  more  highly  esteemed  and  beloved. 
He  was  admired  by  all  classes,  and  openly  opposed  to  ev- 
ery thing  in  the  least  marked  with  bigotry  or  supei-stition. 
As  a  preacher,  he  was  in  the  first  rank.  His  manner  of 
delivery  was  pleasing  and  solemn,  his  mind  was  cultivated 
and  improved,  and  he  was  uncommonly  liberal  in  his  senti- 
ments toward  those  of  other  societies.  I  have  often  thought 
there  never  was  so  nearly  perfect  a  character  within  my 
knowledge  in  our  society,  and  none  that  more  extensively 
inculcated  and  effectually  diffused  true,  practical,  Christian 
principles." 
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Upon  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British,  Mr. 
Eddy  went  to  New  York,  shortly  after  his  brother  Charles 
had  Bailed  for  England.  He  arrived  in  that  city  on  the 
4th  of  September,  1779,  with  the  eimi  of  ninety-six  dollai-s. 
Totally  ignorant  of  any  kind  of  hnsiness,  and  with  a  slender 
education,  he  atrnggled  hard  to  defray  his  necoasaiy  ex- 
penses. In  the  memoir  to  which  we  have  referred,  and 
fi-om  which  we  make  liberal  exh-acts,  he  says :  "  I  took 
board  with  William  Backhoiise,  in  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Daniel  McCormick  in  Wall-atreet,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
dollars  per  week,  besides  having  to  pay  one  dollar  weekly 
for  washing ;  Samuel  Elain,  late  of  Newport,  deceased, 
John  I,  Glover,  and  two  or  three  other  respectable  mer- 
chants, boarded  at  the  same  house ;  becoming  acquainted 
with  them  was  highly  useful  to  me,  as  it  was  the  fii-st  op- 
portunity I  ever  had  of  aecLniring  a  knowledge  of  com- 
merce, and  the  course  of  mercanttle  dealing.  I  knew  that 
it  was  out  of  my  power  to  support  myself  with  what  I  then 
possessed,  and  that  I  must  soon  come  to  want,  imless  I 
could  succeed  in  business.  The  &st  thing  to  which  my 
attention  was  turned,  was  daily  to  attend  auctions  at  the 
Coffee  House,  and  being  sensible  of  my  own  ignorance, 
I  endeavored  by  eveiy  means  in  my  power  to  acquire  infor- 
mation, carefully  inquiring  of  others  the  names  of  ai'ticles 
exposed  for  public  sale,  as  it  often  happened  that  I  was  not 
even  acquainted  with  the  names  of  many  of  them.  I  then 
inquired  their  valne,  and  advised  with  some  persons  pre- 
vious to  purchasing ;  sometimes,  on  noticing  an  article 
intended  to  he  sold  by  auction,  I  would  procure  a  sample, 
and  call  on  some  dealer  in  the  article,  and  get  them  to  offer 
me  a  fixed  price  on  my  furnishing  it.  In  this  way,  by  fii-st 
ascertaining  where  I  could  dispose  of  the  goods,  I  would 
pm-chase,  provided  the  price  would  aiford  me  a  profit.  On 
this  plan  I  have  found  a  purchaser  for  goods,  bought  and 
delivered  them,  and  received  the  money,  which  enabled 
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me  to  pay  the  auctioneer  the  ccst  of  them,  withoat  my  ad- 
vancing one  shilling.  I  was  obliged  to  live  by  my  wits, 
and  this  necessity  was  of  great  use  to  me  aftei-ward.  Some 
months  after  my  arrival  at  New  York,  my  brother  Charles 
arrived  from  Ireland,  and  brought  with  him,  on  account  of 
merchants  there,  provisions,  linens,  &c,,  shipped  from  Dub- 
lin, Cork,  Belfast,  and  other  ports.  He  returned  to  Europe 
in  1T80,  previous  to  which  we  formed  a  copartnership  with 
Benjamin  Sykes,  under  the  firm  of  Eddy,  Sykes  &  Co. 

"  This  firm  prosecuted  business  mostly  in  consignments 
Irom  England  and  Ireland,  and  some  shipping  business. 
My  partner  was  a  good-natured,  honest  Englishman,  but 
not  possessed  of  a  very  intelligent,  active  mind ;  in  conse- 
quence of  this,  the  management  and  contrivance  of  the 
business  fell  to  my  lot,  and,  though  very  young  and  with- 
out esperience,  I  had  to  write  all  the  letters,  and  carry  on 
every  kind  of  correspondence,  besides  mostly  making  all 
the  purchases  and  sa!^.  By  every  packet  we  had  to  write 
twenty  or  thirty  letters  to  England  and  Ireland,  and  to  ac- 
complish this,  had  frequently  to  sit  writing  till  twelve  or 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  was  sedulously  and  actively 
employed  in  business,  and  in  this  way  acquired  considera- 
ble knowledge  of  commercial  affairs.  Our  concerns  were 
extensive,  and  were  prosecuted  with  tolerable  success,  re- 
spectability, and  reputation.  My  brother  George  was  at 
this  time  in  Philadelphia,  about  eighteen  years  of  age. 
Ho  possessed  a  remarkably  sensible  and  comprehensive 
mind.  Although  he  had  no  knowledge  of  business,  he  was 
full  of  enterprise.  By  him,  in  Philadelphia,  and  by  Eddy, 
Sykes  &  Co.  in  New  York,  an  arrangement  was  made,  with 
the  consent  of  General  'Washington,  to  supply  the  Eritisii 
and  foreign  troops  with  money,  who  were  taken  with  Lord 
Oornwallis  at  Yorktown.  The  money  was  raised  by  my 
brother  at  Philadelphia,  drawing  on  us  at  New  York,  and 
the  moneys  thus  raised  were  paid  to  the  paymaster  of  the 
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British  and  foreign  troops,  prisoners  at  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  wMch  he  received  and  sent  to  Eddy,  Sykes  & 
Co.  that  paymaster's  drafts  on  the  paymaster-general  at 
New  York.  By  aa  agreement  made  ■with  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, the  British  commander,  we  were  paid  six  per  cent, 
commission.  '  The  whole  amount  paid  amounted  to  a  very 
large  snra,  and  proved  a  profitable  contract." 

On  his  arrival  at  New  York  he  renewed  an  intimacy 
previously  formed  in  Philadelphia  with  Miss  Hannah 
Hartshorne,  for  whom  he  entertained  a  tender  and  warm 
affection.  His  attachment  was  reciprocated,  and  they  w&« 
united,  in  1782,  at  the  Old  Meeting-house  in  Liberty-street. 

Before  the  Americana  re-entered  the  city  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Eddy  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  formed  a 
mercantile  connection  with  his  brother  George.  Charles 
had  settled  in  Europe,  and  was  prosecuting  business  there 
on  his  own  account.  In  January,  lT8i,  Thomas  went  to 
Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  making  purchases  of  tobacco, 
and  shipping  it  to  Engladd.  During  the  revolntionary 
war,  tobacco,  in  Europe,  sold  at  a  very  extravagant  price ; 
and  for  a  year  after  peace  was  declared  great  quantities 
were  shipped,  thus  causing  the  mai'ket  to  be  so  overstocked 
and  the  price  so  reduced,  that  immense  suras  were  lost  by 
the  shippers.  Thomas  and  George  Eddy  were  included 
among  those  engaged  in  this  unfortunate  speculation. 
About  this  time  the  ill  effects  of  a  large  importation  of 
European  goods,  cut  off  by  the  war,  began  to  be  felt.  The 
country  was  inundated  with  extensive  shipments;  remit- 
tances were  difficult  to  be  made,  and  consequently  a  great 
many  houses,  both  here  and  in  London,  became  bankrupt. 
Charles  had  supplied  Thomas  and  George  Eddy  with  goods 
on  credit  to  a  large  amount,  and  they  in  tm'n  had  given  ex- 
tensive credits  to  their  customers.  The  failure  of  the  foraier, 
in  London,  expedited  that  of  the  latter.  They  were  relieved 
from  their  embaiTaesments  under  a  general  act  of  bank- 
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ruptcj  for  the  State  of  Peimsylvania.  To  the  honor,  how- 
ever, of  Mr.  Eddy's  unswerviiig  business  integrity,  be  it 
said,  that  every  farthing  of  the  pecuniary  responsibilities  of 
the  flrm  have  since  been  discharged,  except  some  few  that 
■were  not  legal,  and  which  it  was  not  deemed  right  to  pay. 

Anxious  to  re-establish  himself  in  some  kind  of  business, 
Mr.  Eddy  made  a  voyage  to  England,  where  he  remained 
thi-ee  months ;  but  fhie  proved  of  no  advantage  to  him. 
On  his  return,  he  again  settled  in  New  York,  and  being 
assisted  by  the  kindness  of  Robert  Browne  and  others,  he 
commenced  the  occupation  of  an  insurance  broker.  There 
were  none  engaged  in  this  business  at  that  time,  and  his 
gains  were  consequently  rapid.  "  About  1792,"  he  says, 
"  the  public  debt  of  tiie  United  States  was  ftmded ;  this 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  people  to  speculate  in  the 
public  funds.  In  this  business  I  made  a  good  deal  of 
money.  I  declined  acting  as  an  insurance  broker,  and  did 
considerable  business  as  an  underwriter,  in  which  I  was 
successful.  In  1793,  or  1794, 1  was  elected  a  director  in 
the  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  soon  after  a  director 
in  the  'Weateni  Inland  Lock  Navigation  Company,  and  in 
1797,  was  appointed  treasurer  of  that  company." 

From  early  youth  Mr.  Eddy  evinced  an  uncommon  aeal 
in  every  project  for  tiie  amelioration  of  the  human  race. 
It  ie,  unfortunately,  one  of  the  prominent  traits  of  mankind 
to  be  selfish,  and  society  would  present  but  a  bleak  and 
barren  aspect  were  it  not  for  the  inspiration  of  a  few  who 
seem  to  be  elected  to  breathe  into  the  world  the  spirit  of 
Christianity ;  men  who,  forgetful  of  self,  nobly  exert  them- 
selves as  ministerhig  angels  to  supply  the  wants  and  alle- 
viate the  sufferings  of  the  victims  of  disease,  poverty,  per- 
secution, ignorance,  and  crime.  "  Promiscuous  charity," 
eloquentiy  olaerves  a  distinguished  writer,  "  has  been  prac- 
ticed by  the  kind-hearted  and  the  wealthy  in  every  age 
and  nation,    Tlie  benevolent  have  poured  the  oil  and  wine 


.y  Google 


THOMAS   EDDY.  335 

into  the  wounds  of  the  unfortunate,  to  assuage  their  an- 
guish, if  they  could  not  heal  them ;  they  have  fed  the 
hungiy  and  clothed  the  naked,  and  in  so  doing,  have  re- 
ceived their  reward  in  the  blessings  of  the  jnst.  The  Great 
Teacher  declared  that,  inasmuch  as  this  was  done  to  one  of 
the  children  of  misfortune,  it  was  done  unto  himself.  Bat, 
notwithstanding  this  generous  current  of  philanthropy  has 
been  flowing  in  the  hearts  of  the  viiiuous,  in  all  nations, 
since  the  birfh  of  man,  yet  it  was  left  for  a  late  age  to 
collect  facts  relative  to  human  misery,  and  from  these  to 
form  a  system  for  permanent  relief."  Such  was  the  end 
and  aim  of  Mr.  Eddy's  long  and  useful  life.  He  was  ' 
directly  insti-umental  in  the  establishment  of  mauy  of  those 
institutions  which  are  now  the  pride  and  ornaments  of  iNew 
York,  and  eloquent  monuments  to  the  memory  of  him  who 
effected  their  being.  "We  propose  to  enumerate  briefly  the 
leading  evente  of  Mr.  Eddy's  life,  which  was  almost  ex- 
clusively devoted  to  the  public  good,  and  the  great  works 
in  which  he  was  engaged. 

One  of  the  first  projects  which  engaged  Mr.  Eddy's 
mind,  was  a  change  in  the  penal  code  of  New  York. 
Branding,  whipping-posts,  pillories,  and  solitary  confine- 
ment without  the  relief  of  labor,  were  the  means  of  refor- 
mation in  that  day ;  and  men  were  made  to  believe  that 
the  world  should  be  governed  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Mr. 
Eddy's  soul,  in  emulation  of  his  sect  in  Pennsylvania,  re- 
volted at  the  recognition  of  such  a  principle.  That  State, 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Friends,  had  effected  a  ( 
in  the  mode  of  punishing  crime.  There  was  a  warm  d 
in  Mr,  Eddy's  breast  to  bring  a  similar  plan  into  operation 
in  l^ew  York.  He  accordingly,  in  the  year  1796,  engaged 
in  that  work  with  General  Philip  Schuyler  and  Ambrose 
Spencer,  then  influential  members  of  the  senate,  and  the 
latter,  since,  chief-justice  of  the  State  of  New  York.  With 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Eddy,  a  bill  was  drawn  up  for  estab- 
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lishing  a  penitentiary  eystem,  and  both  gentlemen  made 
eloquent  Bpeeclies  in  its  favor.  The  legislature  were  soon 
convinced  of  the  utility  and  practicability  of  the  measure, 
and  it  was  passed.  Kve  persona,  among  whom  was  Mr. 
Eddy,  were  appointed  as  commi^ionere  for  carrying  the 
bill  into  effect,  and  to  erect  a  suitable  prison,  the  building 
of  which  was  by  general  consent  intrusted  solely  to  him ; 
and  when  it  was  finished,  such  was  the  interest  which  be 
took  in  ita  success,  that  be  consented  to  serve  as  its  director 
and  agent,  in  which  capacities  he  continued  for  more  than 
four  years.  He  was  so  assiduous  and  calculating  in  his 
duties,  that  every  anticipation  of  his  friends  and  of  himself 
was  more  than  realized.  The  expenses  of  the  establishment 
ha*^  been  less  than  were  expected,  the  health  of  the  prison- 
era  better  than  that  of  the  fi-ee  and  honest  citizens  in  the 
ordinary  walks  of  life.  Such  cleanliness,  order,  and  moral 
discipline,  marked  the  penitentiary  system  under  the  ad- 
mimstration  of  this  untired  philanthropist,  that  those  for- 
merly dissipated  and  sickly,  were  made  sober  and  healthy. 
He  watched  the  results  of  his  plans,  and  held  to  a  theory 
no  longer  than  he  found  it  good  in  practice. 

In  1801,  Mi.  Eddy  published  his  celebrated  volume  on 
the  State  Prison  of  New  York,  one  of  the  most  admirable 
papers  which  has  been  written  before  or  since  on  the  topics 
of  which  it  treats,  viz.,  causes  of  crime,  punishments, 
reformation,  prison  discipline,  &c.  No  one  had  studied 
the  subject  more  thoroughly,  or  was  better  versed  in  its 
principles;  and  the  work  shows  him  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Beccaria,  Monteeciuieu, 
Howard,  Penn,  and  others. 

While  in  the  management  of  the  New  York  prison,  Mj. 
Eddy  found  that  the  plan  of  erecting  and  conducting  such 
establishments  was  susceptible  of  a  great  improvement, 
and  to  him  belongs  the  merit  of  inventing  and  introducing 
a  valuable  feature  which  has  been  adopted  in  most  of  the 
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States.  We  allude  to  the  confinement  of  convicts  in  sepa- 
rate cells  daring  the  night.  He  found,  from  cai-eful  obser- 
vation, that  several  confined  in  a  cell  corrupted  each  other, 
for  each  one  told  to  his  companions  his  career  of  vice,  and 
all  joined  by  sympathetic  villany  to  keep  each  other  in 
countenance.  This,  to  the  eye  of  the  shrewd  philanthro- 
pist, was  not  long  concealed ;  and  like  a  man  of  moral 
intrepidity,  he  avowed  his  eiTOr  and  condenmed  it. 
Through  his  exertions  a  bill  was  passed  by  the  legislature, 
maldng  it  optional  on  the  part  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Kew  Tork,  to  construct  a  prison  -with  solitary  cells.  But 
not  being  made  imperative,  although  it  was  approved  by 
Mr.  Eddy's  friends  and  the  public  generally,  yet  the  new 
plan  was  not  immediately  introduced  into  this  country ; 
Mr.  Eddy  was,  however,  not  discouraged.  At  that  time, 
he  reckoned  among  his  con-espondents  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  such  men  as  Eoscoe,  Colquhoun,  Bentham, 
and  Murray.  He  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Colquhoim, 
mentioning  his  plan.  The  letter  was  shown  to  Lord  Sid- 
mouth,  then  minister  for  the  Home  Department,  who,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Colquhoun,  gave  his  decided  approbation  of 
the  plan,  and  wished  it  should  be  introduced  into  England ; 
and  this  was  done  by  the  London  Society  for  improving 
prison  discipline,  and  one  or  two  prisons  were  soon  after 
built  upon  this  plan,  one  near  London,  containing  six  or 
seven  hundred  cells.  A  prison  was  also  built  at  Pittsburg, 
in  Pennsylvania,  upon  this  construction,  containing  from 
five  to  six  hundred  cells.  When  the  Aubm-n  state  prison 
was  erected,  Mr.  Eddy  urged  them  to  have  the  buildings 
wholly  divided  into  cells,  seven  by  nine  feet  each,  but 
most  of  the  commissioners  were  afraid  to  tiy  the  experi- 
ment fully,  but  did  it  only  in  part,  and  this  change  from 
the  old  plan  was  made  from  their  confidence  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  adviser. 
When  Messrs,  Tibbets,  Allen,  and  Hopldns  made  their 
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report  to  the  legislatui'e  on  die  priaona  in  1824,  the  object 
of  their  appointment  being  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  penitentiaries,  which  had  become  some- 
what unpopular  from  bad  management,  thej  reported  in 
favor  of  the  excellence  of  the  system  recommended  twontj- 
two  years  before  by  Mr.  Eddy,  and  the  result  has  been  its 
extension  not  only  in  Kew  York,  but  in  almost  every  State 
of  the  Union. 

To  Mr.  Eddy's  energies  in  favor  of  the  H'ew  York 
Hospital,  is  perhaps  owing  its  usefulness  at  this  day. 
That  institution  was  established  before  the  Revolution,  by 
philanthropic  individuals  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the 
water.  The  great  event  which  changed  the  political  des- 
tiny of  our  country,  paralyzed  the  spirit  which  gave  vigor 
to  the  institntion  to  which  we  allude.  Mr.  Eddy  was 
elected  one  of  its  governors  in  1793,  and  through  his  active 
exertions,  the  legislature  was  induced  to  make  libera!  grants 
to  support  and  extend  its  means  of  benevolence.  Mr. 
Eddy's  attention  was  also  directed  to  the  establishment  of 
a  department  for  the  treatment  of  lunatic  patients.  He 
visited  Albany  in  1815,  and  in  conjunction  with  one  or 
two  influential  members  of  the  legislature,  procured  the 
passage  of  an  act  appropriating  ten  thousand  dollars  a 
year  for  the  support  of  the  insane,  and  for  erecting  new 
buildings.  To  this  cause  we  owe  that  noble  institution, 
the  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  at  Bloomingdale.  These  suc- 
cesses in  the  cause  of  philanthropy,  afforded  Mr.  Eddy  the 
liveliest  pleasure. 

In  1793,  Mr.  Eddy  and  John  Murray,  brother  to  Lindley 
Murray,  were  appointed  a  committee  of  the  Friends'  yearly 
meeting,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Indians,  whose  re- 
duced and  wretched  condition  attracted  the  notice  of  the 
benevolent.  They  accordingly  made  a  visit  to  the  miser- 
able remnante  of  tlie  Six  nations— the  Brothertown,  Stock- 
bridge,  Oneida,  and  Onondaga  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of 
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inquiring  into  the  beat  method  of  alleviating  tlieir  condi- 
tion. Their  report  waa  eo  favorable  that  large  sums  of 
money  were  raised  and  expended  for  the  amelioration  of 
these  tribes.  "While  Mr.  Eddy  was  among  them,  he  was 
excessively  beloved ;  his  hospitable  mansion  was  a  wigwam 
to  the  traveling  Indian,  where  he  ate  when  famished,  and 
drank  when  thirsty.  He  and  the  famous  Eed  Jacket  were 
strong  friends ;  for  they  were  both  philosophers  and  philan- 
thropists, although  the  latter  was  of  a  somewhat  sterner 
mould.  Mr.  Eddy  labored  hard  to  suppress  those  habits 
of  intemperance  which  are  worlcing  their  destruction. 

Among  his  other  efforts  to  promote  the  public  prosperity, 
Mr.  Eddy  posse^es  a  just  claim  to  a  share  in  investing 
l^ew  York  with  the  benefits  of  inland  navigation  by  means 
of  the  great  Erie  Canal,  the  interests  of  which  were  so 
greatly  forwarded  by  the  immortal  Clinton.  Doctor  Ho- 
sack,  in  his  memoir  of  that  great  man,  assigns  Mr.  Eddy  a 
place  next  to  him,  as  being  "  chiefly  instrumental  in  effect- 
ing a  direct  internal  communication  between  Lake  Erie  and 
the  Atlantic."  He  was  at  an  early  period  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Western  Inland  Navigation  Company,  which 
had  for  its  object  the  improvement  of  the  communication 
between  the  eastern  and  -wesffem  portions  of  the  State. 
The  company  expended  lai'ge  sums  on  the  navigation  of  the 
Mohawk,  which  impoverished  it ;  and  Mr.  Eddy,  in  his 
capacity  of  director,  made  frequent  exploring  visits  to  the 
interior  of  New  York,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  con- 
structing a  canal,  and  unsuccessfully  importuned  the  com- 
pany to  undertake  the  project  of  canal  navigation.  Eeing 
at  Albany  in  1810,  ho  conceived  the  project  of  applying  to 
the  legislatm'e  for  the  appointment  of  coramiasionei'S  to  ex- 
amine and  explore  the  western  part  of  the  State,  with  a 
view  to  the  constraction  of  a  canal  from  the  Mohawk  to 
Seneca  Lake.  Mentioning  his  plan  to  his  friend  Judge 
Piatt,  then  a  senator,  and  since  a  justice  of  the  Supreme 
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Court,  it  was  highly  approved  of,  and  that  eminent  man 
suggested  the  plan '  of  a  canal  from  the  Hudson  to  Lake 
Erie.  A  bill  was  immediately  drafted  to  appoint  a  com- 
mission for  this  purpose,  and  it  was  resolved  to  present  it 
the  next  day.  Names  wei-e  selected  equally  from  the  two 
political  parties,  to  be  appointed  as  commissioners.  They 
compi-ised  those  of  Gouveraeur  Morris,  De  Witt  Clinton, 
Stephen  Yan  !Be]isseIaer,  Simeon  De  "Witt,  William  North, 
Thomas  Eddy,  and  Peter  B.  Porter.  TTiese  arrangements 
were  fully  perfected  by  hoth  houses  passing  the  bill  im- 
mediately, and  without  a  dissenting  voice.  In  the  follow- 
ing summer,  the  commissioners  made  their  exploration 
trom  one  end  of  the  State  to  the  other,  and  reported  to  the 
next  legislature,  and  several  laws  were  enacted  favorable  to 
the  prtffiecution  of  the  project.  The  last  war,  however,  in- 
terrupted the  proceedings ;  and,  besides,  the  plan  was  vio- 
lently opposed  on  par^  considerations,  while  there  were 
many  who  doubted  the  pecuniary  ability  of  the  State  .to 
carry  on  so  stupendous  a  work.  Notwithstanding  the  furi- 
ous opposition  the  project  met  with,  Mr.  Eddy  was  not 
willing  to  resign  a  favorite  scheme,  and  he  determined  to 
make  one  more  effort.  Judge  Piatt  being  in  New  York  in 
1815,  holding  a  court,  Mr.  Eddy  proposed  to  him  to  call  a 
public  meeting,  in  oi-der  to  urge  the  propriety  and  policy 
of  oflering  a  memorial  to  the  legislature,  pressing  them  to 
prosecute  the  canal  from  Erie  to  the  Hudson.  Judge  Piatt 
readily  agreed  to  this  proposition,  and  consented  to  open 
the  business  to  the  meeting,  if  one  could  be  obtained.  He 
then  called  on  De  Witt  Clinton,  who  united  with  him  in 
adopting  measures  to  procure  a  public  meeting.  Accord- 
ingly, a  large  and  respectable  meeting  was  held  at  the  City 
Hotel.  WilKam  Payard  was  chairman.  Judge  Piatt 
made  an  introductory  speech,  and  was  followed  by  De  Witt 
Clinton,  John  Swartwout,  and  others.  Cadwallader  D. 
Golden,  De  Witt  Clinton,  John  Swartwout,  and  Mr.  Eddy, 
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were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  memorial  to  the 
legialatEre.  Tliis  memorial  was  drawn  up  by  De  Witt 
Clinton,  and  from  the  masteriy  mamier  in  which  it  was 
written,  it  was  evident  he  had  a  complete  knowledge  of  the 
suhject,  and  evinced  the  uncommon  talents  of  the  author.  It 
was  signed  hy  many  thousands  in  this  city,  and  throughout 
the  State.  "With  the  legislature  it  had  the  desired  effect, 
and  was  the  means  of  establishing  the  canal  policy  on  a 
iu'm  basis,  and  producing  the  law  of  15th  of  April,  1817, 
directing  the  work  to  be  commenced,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done  on  the  4th  of  July  following. 

In  the  interim,  Mr.  Eddy  evinced  the  unusual  forecast 
of  his  mind,  and  his  clear  judgment,  by  his  exertions,  in . 
connection  with  De  "Witt  Clinton  and  Eobert  Fulton,  to  the 
opposition  caused  by  men  not  capable  of  forming  a  correct 
judgment  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  great  work.  This 
was  done  by  the  publication  of  pamphlets,  essays  in  news- 
pap  ei«,  &c. 

The  first  savings  bank  in  this  country  was  established  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  almost  at  the  same  time 
another  at  Boston.  Mr.  Eddy,  impressed  with  the  utility  of 
these  institutions  to  industrious  persons  with  small  means, 
saw  only  another  plan  of  giving  scope  to  that  active  spirit 
of  philanthropy  which  fired  hie  soul.  His  exertions  to 
establish  such  an  institution  in  New  York,  failed  for  a  long 
time  to  receive  competent  support.  In  1803,  however,'  in 
company  with  John  Murray,  Jr.,  and  Jeremiah  Thompson, 
he  met  with  full  success,  after  triumphantiy  removing  every 
objection.  The  N'ew  York  Savings  Bank  was  thus  estab- 
lished, and  has  remained  in  full  and  active  operation  ever 
since;  and  the  thousands  who  have  been  benefited  by  its 
good  offices,  can  attest  the  value  of  such  an  institution, 
Mr.  Eddy  was  a  director,  and  its  vice-president,  to  the  time 
of  his  death. 

The  New  York  Bible  Society  is  also  another  monument 
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of  Mr.  Eddj's  ai-dent  desire  to  improve  the  condition  of 
mankind.  This  branch  of  the  great  societ>'  which  has 
directly  and  indirectly  effected  so  much  good  to  the  hiiman 
race,  even  to  the  nttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  was  formed 
in  1806,  only  two  years  after  the  birth  of  its  parent  in  Lon- 
don. Who  can  estimate  the  vast  amount  of  intellectual  and 
moral  happiness  conferred  on  a  large  proportion  of  man- 
kind, who  would  otherwise  have  remained  in  hopeless 
darkness,  by  the  introduction  of  the  benign  principles  of 
Christianity  and  its  necessaiy  companions,  civilization  and 
refinement?  The  latest  moment  of  Mr.  Eddy's  life  fonnd 
him  an  efficient  and  active  supporter  of  the  society  he  had 
aided  in  establishing. 
__  In  his  connection  with  the  prison  system  of  this  State, 
Mt.  Eddy  had  occasion  to  observe  the  full  force  of  the 
axiom,  that  "  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  crime."  He  there- 
fore directed  big  efibrts  to  the  estabhshmcnt  of  a  free  school, 
for  those  children  not  otherwise  provided  with  the  means  of 
education.  An  act  of  incorporation  was  obtamed  for  a 
society  for  establishing  a  seminary  of  this  description. 
Funds  were  raised  by  subscription  for  carrying  out  this 
benevolent  project,  and  in  a  short  time  gi-eat  benefits  flowed 
from  its  operations.  From  this  small  beginning  has  growm 
the  great  and  splendid  system  of  pnblic  instruction  which 
is  as  honorable  to  New  York  as  it  has  been  a 
her  citizens  in  every  walk  of  life. 

"We  might  go  on  enumerating  severally,  and  d 
on  the  vaa-ions  public  acts  of  the  life  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  for  there  was  scarcely  a  plan  started  within  the 
scope  of  liiis  truly  good  man  that  had  in  view  the  public 
benefit,  which  may  not  boast  of  his  active  exertions  in  ita 
fevor ;  but  we  have  displayed  sufficient  of  his  actions  to 
show  that  the  predominant  impulse  which  inspired  him 
was  philanthropy.  His  intellectual  acquirements,  though 
by  no  means  brilliant,  were  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
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shine  in  the  great  moral  works  to  which  he  devoted  him- 
self, and  the  literary  compoaitions  he  has  left  hehind  show 
him  to  have  been  possessed  of  a  strong  and  discriminating 
mind.  Mild,  courteous,  and  dignified  in  his  personal  de- 
meanor, he  insured  the  love  and  respect  of  all  arouud  him. 
Mr.  Eddy's  deatb  occurred  on  the  16th  of  September, 
1827,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  lie  had  been  fail- 
ing for  months,  but  at  last  his  exit  from  the  busy  scenes  of 
Kfe  was  as  sudden  as  that  life  had  been  tranquil.  His 
memory  will  long  be  revered  and  cherished  by  those  who 
are  capable  of  appreciating  true  woiih  and  excellence. 
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Few  men  have  been  taken  from  the  ranks  of  life  and 
UBefulneas,  in  tliia  commimity,  whose  removal  lias  occa- 
sioned so  deep  a  sensation  as  was  elicited  hj  the  death  of 
.  the  late  Mr.  Goodhue.  It  was  not  that  he  had  sought  for 
popularity,  or  had  aimed  at  a  commanding  influence.  A 
constitutional  delicacy  of  feeling  had  rather  led  him  to  shun 
notoriety,  and  to  shrink  instinctively  from  plac^  which 
could  give  him  prominence.  The  strong  sei^ation,  then, 
which  was  manifested  at  his  death,  was  but  the  spontaneous 
expression  of  the  esteem  and  affection  of  the  community  in 
which,  for  'so  many  years,  he  had  lived  and  acted.  In  a 
■widely  extended  intercourse,  running  through  a  long  and 
active  life,  he  had  left  the  impress  of  his  character  on  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  thousands  who  had  known  him  and 
who  had  loved  him.  He  had  appeai-ed  among  them  not 
only  as  an  upright  man  and  an  honorable  merchant,  hut  as 
a  fellow-being  entering  warmly  into  their  feelings  and  ans- 
ions  for  their  welfare.  This  ready-flowing  spirit  of  sym- 
pathy and  kindness  was  strongly  developed  in  Mr.  Good- 
hue's character,  and  was  the  more  impressive  from  his  frank 
and  lively  manner,  and  the  strong  language  with  which  he 
gave  utterance  to  his  feelings.  No  one  could  converse  with 
him  without  perceiving  it.  It  was  spontaneous,  and  needed 
only  the  presence  of  a  proper  object  to  show  itself  distinctly 
and  fully.  There  was,  indeed,  a  transparency  of  character 
in  Mr.  Goodhue  throughout,  which  left  no  doubt  with  any 
who  conversed  with  him  as  to  his  principles  and  feelings. 
The  public  demonstrations  of  soitow  on  the  occasion  of 
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his  death  were  in  keeping  -with  the  feeling  which  f 
the  community.  On  the  morning  in  which  his  death  t 
annonnced,  the  colore  of  the  shipping  in  tlie  harbor  were 
displayed  at  half  mast.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  merchants  of  New  York,  convened 
on  the  occasion,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 


"  Hesolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  other 
merchants  of  New  York,  representing  the  unanimous  sense 
of  this  body,  record  the  death  of  Jonathan  Goodhue,  now 
no  more  of  earth,  with  the  sincerest  grief,  and  with  the 
highest  respect  for  his  virtues. 

"  Mesdhed,  That  as  a  merchant,  his  enterprise,  his  syste- 
matic attention  to  business,  his  unvarying  good  faitti  and 
fidelity,  hia  unspotted  honor  and  nnstained  integrity,  en- 
title Mm  to  a  lasting  good  name  in  the  commercial  annals 
of  our  country. 

"  Eesolved,  That  we  equally  declare  our  high  esteem  for 
his  virtues  as  a  man,  for  his  kindness  of  heart,  his  liberality 
in  useful  public  enterprises,  and  his  activity  in  works  of 
chaiity ;  for  his  modesty,  and  also  for  his  elevated  Christian 
spirit,  and  for  the  unostentatious  simplicity  and  blameless 
purity  of  his  private  life. 

"  Resolmed^  That,  in  common  with  the  whole  commercial 
community  of  this  country,  by  whom  he  has  been  so  long 
known  and  esteemed,  we  respectfully  tender  our  sympathy 
to  his  mourning  relatives  and  Mends,  and  that  these  resolu- 
tions be  communicated  to  them  as  a  last  mark  of  our 
respect." 

The  members  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  at  a 
meeting  convened  on  the  occasion,  adopted  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  their  sympathy,  and  of  their  high  estimation  of 
his  character  and  example. 

The  public  jouraals  of  the  day  were  full  and  warm  in 
their  expressions  of  sympathy  and  respect  to  the  r 
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of  oae  who  liad  enjoyed  so  largely  the  esteem  and  affection 
of  aU  who  knew  hiin. 

Jonathan  Goodhue  waa  bom  at  Salem,  Maseachusetts, 
on  the  21st  of  June,  1783,  and  at  his  decease  had  attained 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  His  father  was  the  Hon.  Ben- 
jamin Goodhue,  who  received  the  high  testimony  of  the 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow-citizens  by  being 
elected  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate  for  two  snc- 
cessive  terms.  The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  educated  at 
the  grammar-school  of  his  native  place,  and  his  mind  was 
thus  prepared  for  the  more  varied  acquisition  of  knowledge 
which  he  afterward  derived  from  extensive  reading  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  world.  Among  his  school-mates  and  the 
associates  of  his  early  life  were  many  who  became  distin- 
guished as  merchante,  or  in  the  learned  professions,  and 
some  who  rose  to  eminence  in  public  life. 

As  he  had  a  strong  mind,  intent  upon  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge,  and  never  yielded  to  indolence  or -vicious  indul- 
gences, he  had  the  better  opportunity  for  mental  improve- 
ment, and  in  this  respect  few  men  have  more  faithfiilly 
redeemed  their  time. 

In  the  year  1798,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  entered  the 
counting-room  of  the  Hon.  John  iNorris,  of  Salem,  a  mer- 
chant of  wealth  and  enterprise,  extensively  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  Europe  and  the  East  Indies.  liSi:  IlTorris  was  a 
man  of  great  moral  worth,  distinguished  for  his  piety, 
benevolence,  and  strict  regard  to  truth.  Such  an  example 
is  at  all  times  a  blessing  to  the  world,  and  it  wa5  not  lost  in 
its  influence  upon  his  young  apprentice.  Afl«r  a  few  years 
spent  in  the  connting-room,  Mr.  Goodhue  received  a  mark 
of  confidence  not  unusual  in  those  days,  in  being  sent 
abroad  as  supercargo  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Worris. 

His  first  voyage  was  to  Aden,  in  Arabia,  commencing  in 
December,  1803,  and  terminating  in  July,  1805,  in  which 
he  touched  at  the  Oape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Isle  of 
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^France.  He  remained  six  months  at  Aden  on  this  occasion, 
and  W.IS  mucla  interested  in  hie  intercourse  with  the  Mo- 
hammedans in  that  region.  His  second  voyage  waa  to  Cal- 
cutta, commencinfr  in  October,  1805,  and  terminating  in 
October,  1S06.  Here  again  he  was  much  interested  in  his 
intercourse  with  the  Banians  and  natives  of  India,  and  he 
was  led,  by  his  observations  at  this  early  period  of  his  life, 
to  form  a  habit  of  making  liberal  allowances  for  the  defects 
and  imperfections  of  those  who  had  been  bom  and  brought 
up  under  a  more  obscure  light  than  that  which  he  had 
enjoyed. 

Mr.  Goodhue  removed  to  Wew  Tork  in  November,  1807. 
In  commencing  his  commercial  career  he  still  enjoyed  the 
patronage  of  his  early  friend,  Mr.  Norris,  By  the  pniit)- 
of  his  character,  his  intelligence,  and  his  faithful  devoted- 
nesa  to  his  interests,  he  had  gained  his  lasting  esteem  and 
confidence.  It  was  also  his  singular  good  foi-tune  to  enjoy 
the  countenance  and  patronage  of  the  Hon.  William  Gray, 
of  Boston,  ao  well  known  for  his  wealth  and  enterprise,  and 
BO  distinguished  in  the  commercial  history  of  this  country. 
The  late  Joseph  Peabody,  of  Salem,  who  was  among  the 
mc«t  wealthy  and  eminent  merchants  of  hia  day,  was  also 
among  his  patrons.  This  was  an  auspicious  beginning,  and 
few  men  in  the  outset  of  life  have,  in  the  way  of  patronage, 
been  so  highly  favored.  It  w^,  however,  an  advantage 
which  he  could  not  have  enjoyed  if  he  had  not  established 
a  character  which  gave  him  a  title  to  their  confidence  and 
.i_esteem. 

He  was  eq^ually  happy,  on  his  arrival  at  ISTew  Tork,  in 
being  recommended  to  gentlemen  of  leading  influence  and 
respectability,  by  whom  he  was  taken  by  the  hand  and  in- 
troduced at  once  to  the  most  select  society.  Among  his 
warm  Mends  waa  the  late  Hon.  Oliver  Wolcott,  then  en- 
gaged in  commercial  piu'suits,  and  the  late  Archibald 
Gracie.     General  Matthew  Oiai'kson  was  also  i 
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early  and  most  valued  fiiends,  and  Mr.  Goodhue  afterward 
became  connected  with  bis  family  by  the  man'iage  of  bis 
daughter.  He  always  cheiished  a  gratefal  sense  of  liie 
kindness  of  hia  early  patrons,  and  always  spoke  of  them 
with  respect  and  affection  until  the  close  of  bis  life.  He 
was  never  elated  by  the  many  flattering  attentions  which 
he  received  on  bis  first  introdnction  to  bis  new  place  of  res- 
idence, and  no  man  has  ever  deported  himself  with  more 
modesty  in  a  career  in  which  there  has  been  so  much  which 
might  have  fostered  vanity  in  a  mind  differently  consti- 
tuted. 

The  long  embargo,  and  subsequent  war  with  England, 
cheeked  for  a  while  the  full  success  of  Mr.  Goodhue's  mer- 
cantile career.  He  hailed  tbe  return  of  peace  with  great 
t,  and  on  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  dispatched  an 
}  Boston,  with  instructions  fo  proclaim  alond  the 
1  tiding  in  every  town  on  the  route.  The  Boatonians 
received  the  messenger  with  joy,  and  did  not  allow  him  to 
retimi  without  a  reward.  This  act  was  ehai'acteiistic  of  Mr. 
Goodhue.  It  might  have  oecuiTed  to  other  minds  to  have 
availed  of  this  occasion  for  the  purpose  of  private  specula- 
tion ;  but  he  was  absorbed  by  the  one  thonght  of  the  para- 
mount importance  of  this  great  event  as  fipubliG  hlessmg. 

After  tiie  peace  of  1814,  the  relations  of  Mr.  Goodhue's 
mercantile  firm  became,  by  degrees,  more  widely  extended 
through  all  the  commercial  parts  of  Europe,  the  Ei^t  Indies, 
Mexico,  and  Sonth  America.  In  the  course  of  his  long 
commercial  life  he  became  extensively  accLuainted  with  the  , 
munerous  foreigners  who  visited  America,  many  of  whom 
enjoyed  his  hospitality;  and  the  warm  expressions  of  re- 
gard which  have  been  received  from  them  since  his  death 
was  announced,  are  among  the  most  precious  memorials  of 
his  family  and  friends. 

Mr.  Goodhue's  commercial  life  extended  through  an  in- 
terval of  time  fraught  with  momentous  events, 
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deeply  the  position  and  circumstances  of  commercial  men. 
The  long  embargo ;  tlie  wai"  witli  England  wMch  followed 
it ;  the  various  changes  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  final  overthrow  of  that  institution ;  the  varione  altera- 
tions of  the  tariff,  and  the  successive  contractions  and  ex- 
pansions of  the  currency  consequent  upon  these  events, 
occasioning  heavy  disappointments  and  losses  to  all  the 
eomnaunity,  followed  in  quick  succession.  It  was  no  small 
felicity  to  have  survived  th^e  changes,  and  to  have  main- 
tained throughout  a  high  credit  and  unsullied  reputation. 

We  have  alluded  to  the  ready-flowing  sympathy  and  fel- 
low feeling  which  marked  Mr.  Goodhue's  character.  It 
was  especially  manifested  toward  those  in  dependent  situa- 
tions and  in  the  more  humble  walks  of  life.  No  laboring 
man,  however  low  his  condition,  could  be  engaged  in  his 
service  without  perceiving  that  he  had  a  considerate  regard 
for  his  feelings  and  for  his  rights.  No  domestic  ever  lived 
in  his  family  without  being  impressed  by  his  condescension 
and  kindness.  This  feeling  made  him  reluctant  to  part 
with  those  who  had  faithfully  served  him,  and  few  men 
have  ever  made  so  few  changes  in  those  who  have  held 
subordinate  situations  under  them.  The  cartman  who,  on 
his  first  arrival  in  New  York,  took  his  baggage  to  bis 
lodgings,  was  employed  by  him  until  old  age  obliged  him 
to  retire  from  active  life.  A  principal  book-keeper,  well 
worthy  of  his  confidence  and  esteem,  remained  with  him 
for  fifteen  years,  and  then  withdrew  merely  because  he 
wished  to  change  his  mode  of  life.  A  confidential  counting- 
room  porter,  after  being  in  his  service  for  twenty-five  years, 
still  holds  his  place  in  the  house  of  Goodhue  &  Co.  These 
incidents,  not  important  in  themselves,  are  worthy  of  record 
as  charaeteristie  of  the  man,  and  they  furnish  an  example 
of  a  trait  of  character  not  generally  sufSciently  cultivated. 
The  busy,  prosperous  community  are  too  apt  to  overlook 
the  feelings  and  rights  of  those  who  are  dependent  upon 
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them;  and  are  too  insemsible  to  the  beneficial  influence 
■which,  by  a  proper  sympathy  and  care,  they  can  exert 
over  them. 

The  incidents  of  private  life,  even  in  tlie  case  of  one  who 
occnpies  a  prominent  and  important  place  in  society,  do 
not  afford  much  matter  of  general  interest.  We  shall,  there- 
fore, in  the  remainder  of  this  article,  pass  to  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  character  of  Mr.  Goodhue.  ,. 

He  was  a  man  of  clear,  and  strong,  and  inquisitive  mind* 
well  informed  by  extensive  reading  and  a  large  intercourse 
with  men  of  intelligence.  In  politics  he  was  a  Pederalist 
of  the  old  school,  steady  and  unwavering  through  all  the 
momentous  changes  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  He 
was  always  the  warm  advocate  of  free-ti'ade — ever  ready  to 
give  his  influence  to  measures  which  could  promote  it.  He 
felt  a  deep  and  hvely  interest  in  the  progress  of  improve- 
ment, and  looted  forward  with  cheerful,  ardent  hopes  to 
the  gradual  melioration  of  the  human  family  in  their  con- 
dition ;  but  he  dreaded  revolution  as  fraught  with  violence, 
■and  often  ending  in  defeat.  His  hopes  r^ted  on  the  grad- 
ual and  effective  influence  of  a  more  general  diffusion  of 
knowledge  and  civilization. 

In  religion  he  was  the  in'variable  and  unyielding  advo- 
cate of  the  rights  of  conscience,  entirely  opposed  to  oppres- 
sion and  domination  under  whatever  name  they  might  be 
called.  He  had  a  strong  affection  for  the  pure  and  upright, 
of  whatever  religious  sect  they  might  be ;  an  uncompro- 
mising abhorrence  of  hypocrisy  and  false  pretension,  in 
whatever  garb  they  might  show  themselves.  Few  men 
had  a  more  sacred  regard  for  truth — -a  deeper  sense  of  ac- 
countability. No  man  had  a  more  profound  reverence  for 
the  Great  Supreme.  The  records  which  he  has  left  show 
that  he  had  cahnly  contemplated  the  approach  of  death 
long  before  it  took  him  from  the  world.  The  call  was 
6udden,  hut  it  did  not  take  him  by  snrpriseJ   His  chai-acter 
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is  30  truly  and  atly  portrayed  in  ilie  discourse  of  the  Kev. 
lilr.  Bellows,  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  his  death,  that 
we  close  this  article  with  a  few  extracts  from  it. 

"  In  a  commuuity  like  ours,  there  is  especial  danger  that 
the  Christian  standard  will  decline,  and  with  it  the  confi- 
dence of  the  pTihlic  in  the  reality  of  Christian  faith  and 
virtue.  We  live  confessedly  in  the  nudst  of  great  temptar 
tions  and  seductions.  There  is  nothing,  perhaps,  concern- 
ing wliieh  men  douht  each  other  more  than  in  regard  to 
their  power  to  withstand  the  temptation  of  money.  That 
'  every  man  has  his  price,'  is  a  received  maxim  of  terrihle 
import,  whose  practical  disproof  concerns  the  interests,  and 
even  the  credibility  of  the  gospel, -more  than  tongue  can 
tell.  It  is  to  this  '  ti-ial  by  gold,'  that  we  are  called  in  this 
commercial  metropolis :  a  tiial  more  to  be  dreaded  than 
the  old  trial  hj  fire.  Amid  the  competitions  and  collisions 
of  mercantile  enterprise,  pressed  by  the  necessity  and  the 
difficulty  of  speedily  succeeding,  in  order  to  maintain  the 
expensive  position  here  assumed ;  surrounded  by  examples 
of  crowds,  whose  confessed  and  only  object  is  accumulation  ;■ 
supported  in  las  practices  by  the  maxims  of  the  careless ; 
tempted  now  by  the  glittering  prizes  of  rapid  success,  and 
then  by  the  imminent  perils  of  sudden  failure  ;  excited  by 
the  triranphant  speculations  of  the  adventui-ous,  and  dazzled 
by  the  social  splendors  of  the  prosperous ;  convereant  all 
the  day  long,  for  at  least  six  days  in  the  week,  with  the 
plans  and  projects,  the  conversation  and  spirit  of  money- 
making, — what  wonder  is  it,  that  riches  come  to  stand  for 
the  principal  thing,  and  that  the  laws  and  spirit  of  Christian 
virtue  are  so  often  found  to  be  withes  of  straw  in  the  fires 
of  worldly  ambition  and  business  enterprise  ? 

"  What  we  particularly  need,  then,  is  the  example  of 
men  who  are  thrown  into  the  hottest  part  of  this  furnace, 
and  yet  come  oat  unscathed  t  Men  who  enter  into  the 
arena  of  business,  seek  its  rewards,  wrestle  with  its  com- 
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petitors,  experience  its  temptations,  taste  its  disappoint- 
ments and  its  sTicceeses,  its  anxieties  and  its  gratifications ; 
pass  through  its  crises  of  panic,  and  of  bubhle-prosperity, 
and  yet  throngh  all,  uphold  a  character  and  repatation  for 
unspotted  honor  and  integrity,  for  ei^uanimity  and  modera- 
tion, and  for  quaUties  of  mind  and  heart,  to  which  worldly 
success  is  manifestly  and  completely  subordinated.  The 
world  may  well  be  suspicions  of  an  untried  vh-tue  ;  of  the 
worth  of  an  integrity  which  sustains  itself  in  seclusion,  and 
never  measures  its  strength  with  the  temptations  of  hfe  ; 
of  a  pi-ofessional  goodness,  which  is  hedged  about  by  the 
restrictions  of  public  opinion ;  of  a  talking  piety,  that  mis- 
takes the  glow  of  beaniifnl  and  exalted  sentiments  tor  the 
earnestness  and  vigor  of  moral  principle ;  of  the  graces 
which  merely  reflect  the  circumstances  that  surround  tliem ; 
as,  for  instance,  the  humility  of  the  low  in  station,  the 
amiableness  of  those  whose  natural  temperament  is  equable, 
the  self-control  of  the  nnimpassioned,  or  moderation  of  de- 
sires in  those  who  are  without  opportunity  or  hope  of  ad- 
vancement. What  we  need  to  confirm  our  faith  in  virtue, 
to  repi-ove  and  stimulate  our  consciencea,  is  to  see  the  tri- 
umph of  tempted  integrity,  tlie  victory  of  a  spirit  that  feels 
the  force  of  the  passions  and  desires  that  agitato  our  own 
hearts,  and  yet  conti-ok  them  ;  that  is  subjected  to  our  own 
trying  circumstances,  and  turns  them  to  the  account  of 
goodness. 

"  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  hear  men,  as  it  were,  forti- 
fying their  own  moral  resolution  by  assailing  the  ordinary 
objects  of  human  desire ;  denying  the  desirableness  of  for- 
tune ;  charging  the  necessary  principles  on  which  business 
is  conducted  with  intrinsic  immoraHty,  and  attributing  to 
wealth  itself  all  the  evils  which  come  from  the  passionate 
'  love  of  money.'  When  these  words  proceed  from  the 
mouths  of  the  unsuccessful,  or  from  those  withdrawn  from 
the  walks  of  trade,  they  indicate  a  very  suspicious  kind  of 
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past  experience,  and  a  very  doubtftil  sort  of  unworldliness. 
The  tratli  is,  the  business  of  this  world  must  be  carried  on, 
and  there  must  be  commercial  centers,  ■where  wealth,  with 
all  its  I'eaponsibilitieB,  perils,  and  advantages,  will  be  con- 
centrated. Merchant,  in  the  largest  use  of  that  word,  are 
a  necessary  and  most  important  class — a  fixed,  indispen- 
sable, and  permanent  cla^— in  the  divisions  of  society. 
There  is  no  prospect  whatsoever  that  the  pressure  of  care, 
the  competitions  of  trade,  the  increase  of  wealth,  or  the 
growth  of  private  fortunes,  wiU  diminieli  in  a  place  lilie 
this.  Jnst  here,  this  work  which  you  are  doing  is  to  be 
done — will  remain  to  be  done !  and  you  and  your  sucees- 
soi-s  will  be  subjected  to  whatsoever  dangere  and  disadvan- 
tages to  the  moral  nature  belong  to  it.  It  by  no  means 
follows  because  a  post  is  dangerous  that  it  is  to  be  deserted, 
or  that  it  is  wrong  to  occupy  it !  It  by  no  means  is  trne 
that  things  are  unimportant  or  to  be  dispensed  with,  be- 
cause they  are  morally  perilous.  Commerce  is  dangerous 
precisely  because  of  the  magnitude  of  the  iutereels  involved 
in  it.  Money  is  '  perilous  stuff,'  just  because  it  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  all  other  physical  and  of  much  intellectual  and 
moral  value.  This  community  of  bnsineas  interests  and 
s  men  is  a  dangerotia  and  difficult  place  to  dwell  in, 
i  those  exclusively  occupied  in  dealing  with  that, 
which  most  nearly  and  universally  tcoicbes  the  present 
welfare  and  immediate  necessities  of  milhons,  feel  the  pas- 
sions and  wants  of  the  nation  pressing  back  npon  them, 
and  shaking  with  convulsive  energy  the  nerves  which  they 
themselves  are.  Ton  feel  here,  in  the  commercial  heart  of 
this  country,  the  heat  and  passion  of  the  whole  body.  Ton 
fulfill  an  indispensable  function.  It  is  a  dangerous  one. 
The  fireman  who  feeds  the  furnace  of  the  steam-engine  is 
exposed  to  certain  death  if  the  boiler  bm-at ;  but  he  is  the 
last  man  that  can  be  withdrawn  from  his  post.  Let  it  be 
understood  that  the  merchant  occupies  a  peat  of  peiil ;  that 
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he  handles  the  moBt  dangeronB  substance ;  that  he  is,  of  all 
men,  most  exposed  to  the  evils  of  worldline^ ;  that  his 
piiiiciples  are  destined  to  feariiil  trial ;  that  he  is  to  live  in 
constant  excitement,  with  anxiety,  hope,  fear,  adventnre, 
risk,  as  hia  stormy  element ;  that  mercantile  misfortune  has 
its  imminent  moral  perils  and  commercial  suceees,  equal 
and  peculiar  dangers  1  Let  the  merchant  understand  that 
he  places  himself,  for  the  sake  of  certain  valuable  and  not 
unworthy  considerations,  in  a  position  in  which  he  is  to 
expect  little  tranquillity  of  mind  ;  small  control  of  his  own 
time,  and  little  direct  opportunity  for  cultivating  tastes  and 
pursuits  usually  regarded  as  protective  to  the  moral  nature. 
Let  him  understand  that  he  is,  moi-e  than  any  other  man, 
to  deal  directly  with  what  is,  by  general  consent,  the  most 
seductive,  exciting,  and  treacherous  commodity  in  the 
world  ;  that  which  most  tempts  integrity,  moves  the  baser 
passions,  absorbs  the  faculties,  chills  the  hmuane  affections, 
and  dulls  the  spiritual  senses ;  that  which  was  the  object  of 
our  Master's  most  emphatic  warning.  But  let  him,  at  the 
same  time,  recognize  the  Christian  lawfulness  and  provi 
dential  importance  of  his  calling,  and  appreciate  the  force 
of  the  truth  that  the  possible  moral  advantages  of  a  posi- 
tion are  proportioned  to  iia  moral  perils,  so  that  no  man's 
oppoitnnities  of  forming  and  exemplifying  the  Christian 
character  in  some  of  its  most  commanding  attributes,  are  so 
great  as  those  of  the  merchant  In  no  man  is  superiority  ■ 
to  worldliness  so  much  honored ;  no  man's  integrity  is  so 
widely  known  or  so  much  venerated  1  Ilonor,  uprightness, 
brotherly  kindn^s,  purity  and  singleness  of  purpose,  mod- 
eration and  essential  superiority  to  worldly  maxims  and 
ambitions — these  qualities,  if  they  exist  in  the  merchant  at 
all,  exist  in  him  in  spite  of  daily  trials  and  temptations.  If 
any  man's  principles  require  to  be  sound  to  the  core,  it  is 
his.  They  do  not  exist  by  the  forbearance  or  fehcity  of 
circumstances.     They  are  not  passive  graces.     They  need 
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to  be  positive,  active,  aggi-easive  qualities  ;  opposing  to  the 
pei-ils  and  assaults  of  his  circumstances  ^  rugged  and  atera 
resistance.  As  such  they  are  recognized  and  honored ;  and 
no  man  occnpies  a  more  commanding  moral  position,  dis- 
plays a  more  useful  character,  or  wins  a  more  sincere  and 
compulsory  reverence,  than  the  Christian  merchant !  And 
what  does  the  community  need  so  much,  what  can  it  bo  ill 
spare,  as  the  example  of  such  men  ? 

"Why  then  is  it,  that  with  an  almc«t  unequaled  demon- 
stration of  sorrow  and  bereavement,  this  commiuiity  gathers 
about  his  grave,  and  testifies,  in  the  aincerest  and  heartiest 
forms,  its  reverence  and  love  f  Whence  this  burst  of  admi- 
ration, respect,  and  affection,  coining  simultaneously  from 
every  portion  of  the  public ;  uttered  through  the  resolutions 
of  commercial  bodies ;  speaMng  from  the  lips  of  the  press ; 
and,  above  all,  falling  in  tones  of  tendeme^  from  private 
tongues  in  all  classes  of  society  ?  It  is  as  if  every  one  had 
lost  a  friend,  a  guide,  an  example ;  one,  whom  he  is  sur- 
prised to  find  has  been  equally  the  object  of  respect  and 
affection  to  ten  thousand  others !  N'o  concert  of  action,  no 
mutual  understanding,  has  mai-ked  this  expression  of  public 
feeling.  We  hardly  knew  that  we  had  a  man  among  us  in 
whom  such  regards  united ;  and  no  one  beforehand  could 
have  predicted  the  impression  hie  death  would  make  upon 
the  community.  He  fiUed  so  quiet,  so  unobtrusive,  and  so 
steady  a  place  among  us,  that  our  thoughts  were  never  di- 
rectly or  abniptiy  fixed  upon  him.  We  felt,  we  knew  his 
worth  and  his  influence ;  but  we  did  not  make  it  the  fre- 
quent theme  of  our  remark,  nor  weigh  it  against  that  of 
others ;  and  therefore,  I  repeat,  we  are  almost  taken  by 
surprise,  when  forced,  by  general  testimony,  to  acknowl- 
edge that  no  man  could  be  taken  from  this  community 
amid  such  general  regrets,  po^essing  such  universal  con- 
fidence, or  filling  a  larger  place  in  its  affections  and 
respect. 
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"  M.J  brethren,  it  is  the  recognized  worth  of  private  chai"- 
acter  -which  has  extoj-ted  this  homage  1  It  is  not  what  he 
has  done,  but  what'  he  has  been,  which  thus  atti-acte  the 
gratitnde  and  respect  of  this  community,  Jonathan  Good- 
hue had  succeeded,  dniing  a  long  and  active  life  of  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  became  known  to  almost  all  om'  people 
tiirough  the  ordinary  relations  of  trade  and  commerce,  in 
impressing  them  with  a  deep  and  unquestioning  sense  of  his 
personal  integi-ity  and  essential  goodness.  Collecting  its 
evidence  from  a  thousand  untraceable  sources,  from  the 
unconscious  notice  of  his  uniform  and  consistent  life,  from 
the  indirect  testimony  of  the  thousands  who  dealt  with  him, 
from  personal  observation,  and  from  the  very  countenance 
and  manners  of  the  man,  this  community  had  become  pen- 
etrated with  the  conviction  of  his  changeless  virtue,  of  his 
spotless  honor,  of  his  secret  and  thorough  worth.  Other 
men  might  have  eqnal  integrity,  but  he  had  the  power  of 
making  it  indubitably  apparent.  Other  men  might  have 
his  general  worth,  but  he  somehow  manifested  it  in  a  way 
to  place  it  beyond  cavil,  jealousy,  suspicion,  or  indifference. 
He  occupied,  what  is  ever  to  be  viewed  as  the  greatest  of 
all  earthly  positions,  that  of  a  witness  to  the  reality  of  virtue, 
and  one  whose  testimony  was  accepted.  Brethren,  do  we 
know  the  greatness  of  this  office  ?  do  we  recognize  that 
which  it  supplies,  as  the  profoundest  need  of  society  ?  lihat 
which  it  accomplishes  as  the  most  useful  and  sublime  ser- 
vice rendered  to  men  and  communitieB?  If  we  ask  our- 
selves what  the  public  is  now  so  gratefully  contemplating 
in  the  memory  of  Jonathan  Goodhue,  we  find  that  it  is  not 
his  public  services,  not  his  commercial  importance,  not 
even  his  particulai'  virtues  and  graces.  It  is  the  man  him- 
self; the  pure,  high-minded,  righteous  man,  with  gentle 
and  full  affections,  who  adorned  our  nature,  who  dignified 
the  mercantile  profession,  who  was  superior  to  his  station, 
his  riches,  his  exposures,  and  made  the  ( 
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more  respected  and  venerable  than  sliining  talents  or  public 
honors ;  ■who  vindicated  the  dignity  of  common  lite,  and 
carried  a  high,  large,  and  nohle  spirit  into  ordinary  afiairs ; 
who  made  men  recognize  something  inviolable  and  awfnl 
even  in  the  private  conscience,  and  thus  gave  sanctity  and 
value  to  our  common  humanity !  Tes,  my  brethren,  this 
was  the  power,  this  the  atti-action,  this  the  value  of  Jona- 
than Goodhue's  life.  He  has  made  men  believe  in  virtue. 
He  has  made  them  honor  character  more  than  station  or 
■wealth !  He  has  illusti-ated  the  possible  parity,  disinterest 
edness,  and  elevation  of  a  mercantile  life.  He  has  shown 
that  a  rich  man  can  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  He 
stands  up,  by  acclamation,  as  the  model  of  a  Christian 
Merchant  I 

"  Here,  perhaps,  I  might  better  pause,  as  having  said  all 
that  needs  to  be  set  forth  on  this  occasion.  But  you  will 
suffer  me  to  dwell  with  a  little  discrimination' upon  so  inter- 
esting a  subject  of  contemplation.  The  distinguishing  moral 
traits  of  Mr,  Goodhue  were  purity  of  mind,  conscientious- 
n^B,  benevolence,  and  love  of  freedom.  Perhaps  the  first 
was  the  most  striking  in  a  man  in  his  position.  Originally 
endowed  with  a  sensitive  and  elevated  nature,  and  educated 
among  the  pure  and  good,  he  brought  to  this  community, 
at  mature  age,  the  simplicity  and  transparency  of  a  child, 
and  retained  to  the  last  a  manifest  pmity  of  heart  and  ima- 
gination. I  think  DO  man  ever  ventured  to  pollute  his  ear 
with  levity  or  coarae  allnsions,  or  to  propose  to  him  any 
object  or  scheme  which  involved  mean  or  selfish  motives. 
He  shi'ank,  with  an  instinctive  disgust,  from  the  foul,  the 
low,  the  unworthy ;  and  compelled  all  to  feel  that  he  was  a 
"vessel  made  to  honor,"  which  could  admit  no  noisome  or 
base  mixtures  in  its  crystal  depths.  His  purity  of  mind 
was  still  further  evinced,  in  the  difficulty  with  which  he 
conceived  of  bad  motives  or  wrong  intentions  in  othei'S. 
He  had  an  unaffected  confidence  in  his  fellow-creatures, 
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growing  out  of  his  own  ingenuoKsuega.  He  was  tlie  apolo- 
gist of  all  men,  seeting  explanations  of  their  miscondnct 
which  would  I'elieve  them  of  utter  condemnation,  and  often 
chng  to  them  when  deserted  by  most  others.  It  was  re- 
marked by  one  who  enjoyed  his  daily  and  familiar  inter- 
course, that  he  never  heard  Mm  speak  in  decisive  seom  of 
any  man,  but  in  one  instance.  His  purity  of  mind  mani- 
fested itself  in  the  childlike  character  of  his  tastes,  manners, 
and  pleasures.  He  retained  through  hfe  the  playfulness 
and  the  simplicity  of  a  boy,  and  was  an  equal  among  his 
own  children.  His  mind  seemed  to  have  no  fuel  for  the 
fiercer  passions  of  manhood.  He  had  no  taste  for  notoriety, 
influence,  social  conspicuousnees,  exciting  speculation,  or 
brilliant  success.  His  purity  shrank  from  the  soil  contract- 
ed in  such  positions  and  pursuits.  And  thus  he  maintained 
the  equanimity,  elasticity,  and  spontaneous  cheerfulness  of 
his  youth,  even  to  his  latest  days. 

"Probably  conscientiousness  would  be  fii-st  named,  by 
this  community,  as  Mr.  Goodhue's  characteristic  quality. 
Duty,  I  doubt  not,  was  the  word,  if  not  oftenest  upon  his 
lips,  most  deeply  stamped  upon  his  heart.  He  was  accus- 
tomed to  I'efer  his  conduct,  in  little  and  in  gi'eat  things,  to 
the  court  of  conscience. 

"  "Nor  was  this  sense  of  duty  in  him  the  stern  and  narrow 
principle  it  is  sometimes  seen  to  be,  even  in  the  good.  He 
had  the  nicest  sense  of  justice — a  most  tender  and  solicitous 
regard  for  others'  rights,  and  was  ever  on  the  watch  to  learn 
and  to  fulfill  his  obligations  in  the  least  particular  to  every 
human  creature.  His  conscientiousness  was  not  more  man- 
ifest in  the  undeviating  rectitude  of  his  mercantile  and  com- 
mercial career,  than  in  social  and  domestic  life.  He  was 
careful  to  pay  honor  where  honor  is  due ;  to  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity of  manifesting  respect  for  worth  and  value ;  to  avoid 
the  least  trifling  with  the  feelings  or  the  reputation  of 
othera ;  and  to  give,  at  all  times,  the  least  possible  trouble 
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on  his  own  account.  How  lofty  a  sense  of  honor— how 
pure  and  strict  an  integrity — what  high-minded  principles 
he  carried  with  him  into  business,  yon  are  far  better  able  to 
estimate  than  I.  But  if  the  testimony  of  the  commercial 
world  is  to  be  taten,  his  counting-room  was  to  him  a  sanc- 
tnary  in  which  he  offered  the  daily  sacrifices  of  justice, 
truth,  and  righteousness,  and  sent  up  the  incenso  of  obedi- 
ence to  that  great  precept,  '  Do  unto  others  as  you  would 
that  they  should  do  unto  you,'  It  was  the  pervading  con- 
trol and  influence  of  this  sense  of  duty,  which  enabled 
him  to  say  at  the  very  close  of  his  life :  '  I  am  not  con- 
scious that  I  have  ever  brought  evil  on  a  single  human 
being.' 

"  And  this  suggests  another  characteristic  of  Mr.  Good- 
hue— his  benevolence ;  which,  when  I  mention  it,  seems,  as 
each  of  his  other  traits  does,  the  most  striking  of  all.  Kind- 
ness of  heart  was  joined  in  him  with  purity  of  feeling  and 
loftiness  and  rectitude  of  conscience.  It  did  not  in  him 
take  the  form  of  a  public  philanthropy,  although  for  thirty 
years  he  was  most  assiduous  and  deeply  interested  in  the 
duties  of  a  trustee  of  the  Savings  Bank,  and  a  governor  of 
the  Hospital— oiHces  which  he  would  not  relinquish  even 
amid  the  infirmities  of  his  few  past  years,  because  he  loved 
the  intercourse  of  the  eiek  and  the  poor.  His  benevolence 
was  rather  a  constant  and  unwearied  desire  to  make  all 
within  his  reach  happy.  He  loved  his  race.  He  was  uneasy 
if  cnt  off,  for  ever  so  short  a  time,  from  the  intercourse  of  his 
fellow-creatures.  The  human  race  was  dear  to  him,  and 
his  heart  overflowed  with  tenderness  and  good-will  toward 
every  creature  that  bore  it.  Perhaps  no  man  in  the  com- 
munity had  a  livelier  interest  in  man  simply  as  man.  It 
mattered  nothing  what  Ms  station,  condition,  faith,  country, 
or  color,  he  loved  his  kind ;  loved  to  make  the  human  heart 
rejoice ;  loved  to  call  up  even  momentary  feelings  of  satis- 
faction in  the  breasts  of  those  with  whom  he  had  only  a  pa^- 
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ing  intercourse.  "Who  so  seiiipiiloiis  as  iie  to  discharge  the 
httle  eoiu'tesiea  of  life  with  fidelity ;  whose  eye  turned  so 
quietly  to  recognize  the  humblest  friend ;  whose  smile  and 
hand  so  ready  to  acknowledge  the  greetings  of  a  most  ex- 
tensive circle  of  acquaintances?  I  know  nothing  of  his 
more  substantial  serrices  to  the  suffering  and  the  needy. 
He  was  not  a  man  to  allow  his  left  hand  to  know  what  his 
right  hand  did ;  yet,  who  can  doubt  that  his  charities  were 
as  large  as  his  heart  and  his  means  ?  But  can  we  overrate 
the  worth  of  that  beaming  goodness  which  overleaps  the 
barrier  of  station  and  wealth,  and  makes  for  its  poss^sor 
a  place  in  the  heart  of  the  humblest  and  most  obscure  ? 
Love  creates  love ;  and  the  nnbounded  measure  of  affec- 
tion which  this  community  poured  out  to  him,  shows  how 
freely  he  had  given  his  heart  to  his  fellow-men!  I  dare 
not  speak  of  the  exempKflcation  his  benevolence  found 
in  the  domestic  circle,  where  he  knew  how  to  preserve 
the  most  manly  dignity,  while  he  lavished  a  woman's 
heart. 

"  The  love  of  freedom  was  the  most  conspicuous  mental 
trait  in  Mr.  Goodhue.  He  was  the  earnest  advocate  of 
political  freedom,  of  religious  libeity,  and  of  free  trade. 
Possessed  of  a  large  understanding,  cultivated  by  carefiil 
reading,  and  early  impressed  witli  the  principles  that  moved 
GUI'  republican  fathers,  he  had  exercised  himself  upon  all 
the  political,  religious,  and  commercial  questions  of  his 
time,  and  upon  most  had  worked  himself  out  into  the 
largest  liberty  and  the  clearest  light.  By  conscience,  by 
heart,  he  was  the  ardent  supporter  of  human  righfe.  He 
could  bear  no  restrictions,  tolerate  no  interference  here.  He 
had  a  full  and  unwavering  confidence  in  the  value  and  the 
permanency  of  our  institutions,  and  was  not  dismayed  by 
any  of  the  discouraging  signs  of  the  times.  He  believed  fully 
in  human  progress,  and  delighted  in  nothing  so  much  as  in 
noticing  or  recounting  the  proofs  of  it.     But  his  strongest 
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feeling  was  the  importance  and  the  necessity  of  religious 
liberty  and  perfect  toleration, 

"I  might  speak,  my  brethren,  of  the  simplicity  of  his 
mannere,  his  modesty  and  humility,  his  great  dislike  of 
ostentation  in  modes  of  life,  dress,  equipage,  and  domestic 
arrangements.  These  were  the  qualities  which  made  him 
loved  as  well  as  respected.  I^o  man  envied  his  success,  or 
was  jealous  of  his  honors.  His  wealth  built  up  no  barrier 
between  him  and  his  fellow-men,  however  humble.  His 
circumstances  however  prosperous,  his  condition  however 
elevated,  did  nothing  to  conceal,  to  distort,  or  to  color  the 
image  of  the  man  himself.  He  was  manifest  through  all, 
and  appeared  in  his  modest,  simple,  sincere  goodness,  from 
which  none  felt  the  least  provocation  to  detract. 

"  I  should  wrong  him,  and  the  place,  and  the  ofBce  I  fill, 
did  I  fail  to  say,  that  the  foundation  of  all  that  was  admira- 
ble in  Mr.  Goodhue's  character,  was  piety  1  A  profound 
reverence  and  love  for  God  was  the  central  and  pervading 
sentiment  of  his  heart.  This  was  the  light  and  strength 
of  his  conscience.  To  please  God,  to  render  himself  a 
ptire  and  acceptable  offering  in  his  sight,  to  do  his  Ma- 
ker's will  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven — this  was  the 
rale,  and  the  impulse,  and  the  secret  source  of  his  i-igh- 
teous  life. 

"  In  conclusion,  my  brethren,  I  have  one  witness  to  pro- 
duce, in  confinnation  of  the  testimony  now  concluded, 
whose  integrity,  humility,  and  reliableness,  you  are  at  this 
moment  least  of  all  disposed  to  question — I  mean,  the  sub- 
ject of  these  observations  himself.  After  Mr,  Goodhue's 
death,  a  letter  was  found,  written  by  him  only  a  few 
months  betbre,  and  addressed  to  his  family,  which  forms 
such  a  mirror  of  the  man,  and  contains  so  much  that  is  in- 
teresting and  valuable  to  us  and  the  community,  that  eveiy 
scruple  of  reserve  has  given  way  before  the  urgency  which 
has  sought  its  publication  on  the  present  occasion.     It  may 
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be  considered  as  Mr.  Goodhue's  dying  testament,  as  it  is, 
next  to  his  good  name,  the  most  precious  bequest  left  to  his 
childi-en.  Omitting  snch  parts  as  more  directly  concern 
his  immediate  family,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  this  letter 
■  before  you,  without  comment,  as  the  appropriate  proof,  en- 
forcement, and  moral  of  this  discourse.  The  paper  is  dated 
New  York,  February  1, 1848,  at  his  residence  in  this  city, 
and  is  as  follows : 

".'Bom  on  the  21st  of  June,  1783, 1  am  now  well  ad- 
vanced on  my  sixty-fifth  year.  This  fact  of  itself  would  re- 
mind me  that  the  end  can  not  probably  be  very  far  off.  But 
besides,  I  have,  for  about  two  years  past,  occasionally  found 
an  oppression  on  the  chest,  on  moving  quickly,  which 
seems  to  indicate  some  derangement  in  the  action  of  the 
heart,  and  this  difBculty  I  think  has  materially  increased 
within  a  few  weeks.  Wishing  to  offer  some  observations 
for  the  use  of  my  family,  should  I  be  suddenly  removed 
from  them,  I  have  set  down  the  thoughts  that  occur 
to  me. 

" '  First,  then,  I  thank  Heaven  that  my  lot  has  been 
cast  in  this  age,  and  in  this  land.  I  say  in  this  age,  for 
although  the  evils  that  exist  ai-e  abundant,  yet  I  think 
there  has  been  great  gain  in  the  general  recognition  among 
a  numerous  portion  of  the  intelligent  part  of  society,  of  the 
importance  of  the  great  principles  of  peace,  temperance, 
and  respect  for  the  rights  of  others.  And  in  my  own  coun- 
try these  principles  are  more  prevalent,  I  think,  than  in 
any  other ;  and  there  is,  moreover,  I  think,  this  fiu'ther  en- 
couraging view — that  they  are  constantly  making  progress 
throughout  the  conunumty.  I  take  this  view  also,  that  the 
conditions  which  go  to  giving  a  man  the  consideration  and 
esteem  of  his  feUow-creatm-es,  to  which  we  all  justly  attach 
a  value,  have  more  reference  to  the  essentials  of  character, 
as  intelligence  and  virtue,  and  more  independence  of  the 
extraneous  circumstances  of  official  petition,  family  connec- 
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tion,  or  great  wealth.  The  advantages  of  these  accidents 
ai-e  of  no  comparable  importance  here  with  what  they  are 
in  the  other  coimtriee  of  the  world ;  and  thus  temptations 
to  draw  men  aside  from  the  coarse  of  viilniona  life,  ai-e  ac- 
cordingly so  mnch  the  less  dangerous.' 

"  After  expressing  his  gi'atitode  for  the  blessings  of  his 
domestic  ties,  and  the  happiness  of  his  home,  he  says  : 

" '  In  those  in  whom  my  happiness  is  more  immediately 
concerned,  what  equiyalent  could  there  be  for  a  departure 
from  a  life  of  uprightness.' 

"  And  then  continues : 

'"In  looking  back  on  my  own  coui-se  of  life,  I  have  abun- 
dant cause  for  thankfulness ;  for  while  desiring  humbly  to 
acknowledge  the  insufficiency  of  my  own  merits,  yet  have 
I  great  reason  to  rejoice  that,  growing  up  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  good  and  the  pure,  I  have  escaped  many  evils 
where  others  have  been  less  fortunate.  I  have  often  men- 
tioned that,  among  my  associates  in  my  native  town  (Salem), 
I  scarcely  ever  heard  a  profane  word. 

"  '  I  ought  to  account  it  another  circumstance  of  thankful- 
ness, that  I  had  the  advantage,  in  early  life,  of  imbibing 
and  cultivating  sentiments  of  perfect  toleration  and  charity 
for  the  religious  opinions  of  others,  so  that  I  have  never  for 
a  moment  felt  the  slightest  restraint  in  cherishing  all  good- 
will towai'd  the  worthy  and  good,  of  whatever  sect  or  de- 
nomination they  might  be.  At  an  early  period  of  my  life 
I  was  thrown,  for  several  months,  exclusively  into  the 
society  of  Mohammedans  and  Erahmins,  and  there  were 
many  among  them  with  whom  a  mutual  regard  subsisted. 
Here  opinion,  if  scLuaring  eren  with  my  own  notions  of 
truth,  I  have  ever  considered  as  far  loss  important  than 
right  motives.  I  wish  to  cheiish  the  most  devout  reverence 
for  the  Great  Omnipotent,  Omnipresent,  and  Perfect  Being, 
the  Great  Pirst  Cause,  the  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verse— our  Fattier,  Preserver,  and  Benefactor ;  and  to  keep 
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habitually  in  view  tlie  obligations  I  owe  to  him  of  perfect 
obedience  in  all  thin^.  What  these  duties  are,  I  think  are 
more  plainly  shown  in  the  Hfe  and  precepfe  of  the  Great 
Teacher,  and  I  wish  accordingly  to  set  all  value  upon  them. 
These  he  has  said  are  essentially,  love  to  God,  and  love 
to  man. 

"  '  In  reference  to  the  style  of  living,  I  wish  to  advise  my 
children  against  every  thing  like  extravagance,  however 
much  they  may  happen  to  be  favored  with  the  means  of 
indulgence.  Things  comfortable,  if  they  can  afford  it,  I 
would  not  withhold  ;  hut  I  should  consider  it  a  rule  never 
to  be  departed  from,  that  bo  far  as  display  should  be  the 
object,  they  should  never  exceed  in  the  shghtest  degree  the 
rule  which  should  prevail  among  the  wise  and  the  prudent. 
An  infinitely  more  deservingobject  of  their  regard,  in  the 
bestowment  of  supeirfluoiui  means  should  be,  I  think,  the 
aiding  of  the  great  cause  of  learning  and  science.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  tendency  of  society  is  to  lessen  the  dis- 
tinctions of  rank  as  regards  the  accidents  of  birth  and 
station,  and  that  the  great  principle  of  equality  is  to  make 
progi-eas  in  the  world^and  when  growing  out  of  a  high 
civilization,  it  is  to  be  hailed  with  all  welcome.  The  over- 
throw of  almost  any  of  the  institutions  of  society,  in,  any 
country,  by  violence,  I  should  be  disposed  to  deprecate, 
and  I  am  disposed  to  abhor  r&volutions^  but  to  cherish 
reformatitm  everywhere. 

"  '  In  reference  to  the  closing  scene  in  this  world,  I  wish 
to  express  my  desire  that  there  be  no  parade  connected 
with  the  funeral  performances.  It  would  be  my  desire, 
that  none  but  the  immediate  relatives  and  friends  should 
be  caUed  together  when  the  usual  religious  services  should 
be  performed,  and  that  not  more  than  a  single  carnage 
should  follow  the  hearse  to  the  cemetery.' 

"  After  bidding  adieu  to  his  family,  with  a  particular 
reference  to  every  individual  having  any  claim  upon  hia 
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reeollection  at  such  a  solemn  moment,  lie  concludes  with 
th^e  words : 

"  '  I  pray  heaven  to  receive  my  parting  spirit, 

(Signed)  '  Jonathan  Goodhue,' 

"In  a  postscript  is  appended  the   following  pregnant 
afterthought : 

"  '  I  add,  aa  a  most  happy  reflection,  that  I  am  not  eon- 
ecious  that  I  have  ever  brought  evil  on  a  single  human 
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The  example  of  the  wise  and  good  has  ever  exercised  a 
favorable  influence  upon  civilized  man,  and  will  never 
cease  to  be  a  valuable  item  in  the  wealth  of  nations.  In 
all  ages  have  historians  considei-ed  it  a  grateful  duty  to 
trace  the  course  of  their  philosophers,  explain  the  policy  of 
their  statesmen,  and  emhlazon  the  renown  of  their  heroes. 
For  this  they  have  been  welcomed  to  the  republic  of  letters, 
and  we  see  no  reason  why  a  similar  greeting  should  uot  be 
extended  to  such  as  endeavor  to  portray  the  less  striking, 
although  oftentimes  more  useful  examples  of  enterprise  and 
moral  worth. 

Among  our  eminent  mei'chants  (during  the  European 
wars  which  gave  us  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world),  none 
exerted  a  wider  influence  for  good,  or  were  more  conspic- 
uous for  probity  and  honor,  than  William  Gray,  Ai-chi- 
bald  Gi-acie,*  and  the  respected  individual  whose  name  is 

*  Thia  distinguiabed  inerohant  and  estimable  man  w^  bora  at  Dumfries,  in 
Sootlnud,  in  I75B.  Ho  reoBisod  a  mercantile  odneation  of  high  order,  in  a  eounl^ 
ing-houso  at  IJverpool.  Among  his  fellow-clerks  were  three  other  eminent 
meroliantB— the  late  Mr.  Ewart,  of  the  latMr  place  j  Mr.  Keid,  of  Keid,  Irving  A 
Co.,  London;  and  Mr.  Caton,  of  Baltimore,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Carroll,  of  Csrroilton. 

Mr.  Graoia  came  to  the  Uuit«d  States  soon  alter  the  peace  which  confirmed 
Ihtdrindependenoe,  and  married  Miae  Ethers,  a  sister  of  the  lata  Moses  Eogers, 
Esq.,  of  Mew  York.  He  estabhshed  himself  firat  in  Virginia ;  where,  in  the 
year  ITSfl,  he  was  ranked  among  onr  first  merohacta  for  credit  and  capital. 

The  gcographieal  position  of  New  York  did  not  escape  his  foresight ;  for  he 
early  pronounced  ita  destiny  to  ba  the  commercial  emporium  of  the  Weat«m 
World,  and  selected  that  port  for  the  home  of  hia  mercantile  operations,  as  weU 
aa  permanently  mada  It  his  raBidenoe.  Here  riches  flowed  in,.and  honor  and 
naefulnesa  were  hia  rewards  for  a  long  term  of  years.  Endowed  with  rare  saga- 
^ty  and  sound  aease,  to  which  he  added  great  experience,  Us  commercial  enter- 
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at  the  head  of  this  article.  Their  credit,  at  times,  surpassed 
that  of  government  itself,  and  their  operations  were  more 
varied  and  extenaiye  than  any  ever  conducted  by  indi^idnal 
enterprise  in  our  country. 

prises  were  Md  with  juJgment,  and  eseoutcd  with.  zeal.  His  eignai-fli^  wos 
linown  in  most  of  the  porta  of  the  MediMrraneaii  and  tlie  Baltic  seas,  of  the 
Peninsnla,  in  Great  Britain  snd  Chins,  and  hia  name  was  Bjnonymous  with 
credit,  probilj,  find  honor.  Even  the  Spanish  government  (not  usually  over- 
confldiog  in  foreignera)  intrastod  to  him  at  one  time  ihair  bills  of  esoliacge, 
drawn  on  Vera  Cruz,  to  the  extent  of  Un  miUiooa  of  dollara.  These  billa  were 
brought  in  a  French  frigate  to  New  York,  in  1306,  and  Isaao  Bell,  Eaq.,  who  had 
charge  of  them,  was  upsat  inahoat,  and  a  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  waa 
offered  to  the  finder  of  the  trunk  which  contained  tham.  It,  was  picked  up  a 
fortnight  after,  at  Deal  Beach,  near  Long  Branch.  The  bills  were  dried,  and 
oollaoted  in  apede  by  Mr.  Grade  and  two  other  distinguished  merohante— Mr. 
Oliver,  of  Bidtimore,  and  Mr.  Crmg,  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  needless  to  add,  that 
the  pro'eeds  were  remitted  w  th  scrupulous  Siattness  itil  p    mpti  ud 

Mr   Gracies  opinion  on  mercantile  sub)Bcta  was  aouah  by   h  sa    f 

less  knowledge  and  experience,  and  it  was  1  la  hajpin  mpart  m 

mation  with  candor  and  dismterastednesa     He  particular     fo       d  d 
jouig  man    who  lot  onlj   had  hia  adu^    but  Inendsh  p        d       b  ul 

patronage 

But  a  seHBon  oame  when  a  command  went  forth  againa      h  h 

Crippled  by  the  unhappy  expedient  of  onr  restrtdim  eyatm  mbarr  os  d  by 
the  oa.pture  of  ships  and  cargoes,  and  by  the  failure  of  fo  gn  eap  ud  a 
anddomealjedeblOTa— disasterupondisfleter— when  all  we  u  d  wn  his  m  s 
of  wealth,  aooumulated  hy  a  long  life  of  enterpciaa  and  indu  try  was  ntire  y 
swept  away  m  the  common  ruin— a  sad  Terifloation  of  the  proverb,  "Biehestaka 
fo  fliemtdota  wiii^s,  OMifiji  away."  But  he  never  boasted  of  them,  or  trusted  in 
thdr  continuance- 
Public  confidence  had  ofl^an  been  manifested  toward  him  by  appointmenta  to 
places  of  truat ;  and  now  hia  friends,  whose  esteem  he  never  lost  or  forfeited, 
s  nsofulness,  and  an  asylum  for  hia  de- 
Dsurance  company,  created  for  these  pur- 
hioh  bad  prostrated  him  was  not  yet  over; 
n  here  again  adveraitj  crossed  his  path,  and  tlie  hazards  of  the  ocean  proved 

It  were  a  libel  upon  the  community  of  which  he  had  been  so  active  and  useful 
a  member,  upon  the  friends  whom  he  liad  cherished,  to  doubt  that  to  the  laat 
Buch  a  man  received  every  token  of  coutteooa  deference,  and  aoiid  affection  and 
eataem  j  and  yet,  alas  1  too  often  have  we  to  regret,  when  too  late,  that  we  have 
regarded  with  cold  indifference,  in  their  adversity,  such  as  have  faithfully  served 
us  under  more  favorable  auspices,  and  which  too  often  has  numbed  their  fkonl- 
taes  and  paralyzed  their  efforts.    The  fortitude  of  the  best  and  bravest  may  ba 


dining  years,  in  the  preaidency  of  an 
poses.    But  the  effect  of  the  blast  whi 
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The  biography  of  bucIi  men  muet  necessarily  afford  inter- 
esting instruction  to  a  mercanfile  community,  from  its  bear- 
ing upon  our  commercial  history ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
it  gives  an  opportunity  of  paying  a  becoming  tribute  of 
respect  to  uncommon  worth,  as  well  as  tends  to  relieve  the 
ennui  produced  by  the  succession  of  political,  juridical,  and 
heroic  sketches,  which  are  constantly  pressed  upon  the  pub- 
lic eye. 

The  immediate  subject  of  this  memoir,  when  but  a  youth, 
toot  arms  in  his  ^country's  cause,  performed  in  early  man- 
hood a  naval  exploit  of  thrilling  interest  during  our  revolu- 
tionary struggle,  and  exhibited  great  energy,  perseverance, 
and  foresight  in  a  long-continued  aeries  of  mercantile 
enterprises,  embracing  the  entire  period  of  our  national 
existence;  and  we  hope  that  by  recounting  some  of  the 
incidents  of  his  life,  we  shall  inspire  patriotism,  and  stimu- 
late laudable  ambition  in  those  to  whom  is  destined  the 
political  sway,  or  gnidanee  of  tiie  future  commerce  of  our 
country. 

Joseph  Peabody  was  born  at  Middleton,  on  the  9th  of 
December,  1V57.  Hia  father  was  a  deacon  of  the  church, 
and  descended  from  ^Francis  Peabody,  who  came  from  St. 
Alban's,  Hertfordshire,  England,  in  1635,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Topsfleld — a  part  of  which,  together  with 
portions  of  the  adjacent  towns,  was  incorporated  in  1728, 
by  the  name  of  Middleton.     These  towns  had  previously 


and  consolation. 

BeneTOlenoe  and  beaefloenee  were  li 
and  they  were  never  dimmed  by  aim  h  n 
ing  was  long  the  mansion  of  elegan 
never  oloaod  against  the  poor.  It  is  n  n 
worth,  tliat  lie  reoipFooated  honor  in  a 
Alexander  Hmnilton  and  Goiivernsur  M  n 
ipril,  1829,  in  tie  eeysntj-fourth  jear  1 
21 
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been  eet  off  from  Salem,  the  most  ancient  township  of  the 
colony  of  Massaclmsetts  Bay  in  New  England. 

This  ancestor,  with  hie  associates  of  indomitable  corn-age 
and  untiring  perseyeranee,  mider  prospects  the  most  adverse 
and  discouraging,  still  felt  themselves  gainei«  in  the  ex- 
change of  "  a  paradise  of  plenty"  in  the  Old  "World  for  "  a 
wilderness  of  want"  in  the  New ;  where,  although  sur- 
rounded by  hratile  bands  of  savages,  they  could  worship 
the  God  of  their  fathers  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
consciences.  This  Pmitanic  family  continued  through  sev- 
eral successive  generations  in  the  peaceful  rank  of  agi-icul- 
turists,  in  which  were  passed  also  the  first  eighteen  years 
of  him  some  traces  of  whose  life  it  is  cm-  present  purpose 
to  record  ;  and  he  would  probably  have  remained  content- 
ed in  it,  free  from  internal  restlessness,  and  ignorant  of  the 
energetic  qualities  he  after  displayed,  but  for  the  desire  for 
freedom  which  now  pei-vaded  the  continent. 

The  Eev.  Elias  Smith,  pastor  at  Middleton,  in  common 
with  the  New  England  clergy  generally,  guided  the  people 
of  his  charge,  not  only  in  the  precepts  of  religion,  but  en- 
lightened them  also  on  the  political  events  of  the  day,  seek- 
ing by  constant  efforts  to  imbue  them  with  the  true  spirit 
of  liberty  and  resistance.  And  probably  no  circumstance 
eontiibuted  more  to  the  successful  termination  of  the  Revo- 
lution than  the  zeal  of  the  clergy  in  diffusing  from  the 
pulpit  the  true  principles  on  which  that  g-reat  event  was 
founded,  and  lending  to  their  appeals  the  sacred  influence 
of  then-  office.  A  war  was  now  to  be  waged  in  behalf  of 
civil  liberty ;  the  pride,  valor,  ambition,  and  self-love  of 
■our  youth  were  aroused ;  the  forms  of  departed  hero^  flit- 
-ted  before  them,  and  many  were  dazzled  by  their  exploits, 
and  panted  for  an  opportunity  to  inscribe  their  names  upon 
the  escutcheon  of  a  rising  empire. 

Aware  that  persecution  had  driven  his  forefathere  from 
then-  native  land,  and  that  Audros  had  failed  in  his  attempt 
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to  impose  a  yoke  upon  the  nects  of  a  saceeeding  generation, 
Mr.  Peabody  did  not  long  deliberate  as  to  the  part  he 
should  take  in  tlie  pending  contest.  It  is  a  trite  saying, 
that  extraordinary  circnmstancea  bring  into  action  latent 
talents.  This  our  struggle  for  freedom  fully  verified,  and 
its  history  is  embellished  with  such  thoughts  and  deeds  of 
the  common  as  well  as  more  exalted  classes  of  man,  as  well 
may  vie  with  those  called  forth  during  the  most  eveutfiil 
periods  of  the  Old  World. 

At  the  time  when  the  battle  of  Lexington  took  place,  Mr. 
Pe^body,  too  yonng  to  be  enrolled  in  the  militia,  joined  the 
Boxford  company  as  a  volunteer  ;  but  they  did  not  reach 
the  scene  of  action  until  the  British  troops  had  passed 
down,  much  to  his  disappointment,  as  he  prided  himself 
on  his  skill  as  a  marksman.  His  brother-in-law  being 
drafted  to  join  the  army,  Mr.  Peabody  was  obliged  to  re- 
main and  oversee  the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  until  the 
return  of  the  former  at  the  close  of  the  campaign,  when  he 
gladly  relinquished  a  life  too  passive  and  uncongenial  to 
an  active  mind  at  so  exciting  a  period.  He  now  deter- 
mined to  acquire  knowledge,  and  court  fortune  on  the 
treach.erous  element,  which  afforded  the  greatest  opportu- 
nity for  enterprise  as  well  as  distinction  in  the  cause  he 


Our  infant  navy,  unworthy  the  name  (since  it  comprised 
but  some  half  a  dozen  ill-equipped  and  ill-officered  ve^els), 
offered  but  little  chance  even  to  the  best  qualified,  as  all 
the  higher  ofiices  were  filled  by  such  as  had  wealth  to  loan 
for  its  equipment.  And  Paul  Jones  himself,  whose  cai'eer 
fills  so  large  a  page  in  our  naval  history,  in  order  to  secure 
the  berdi  of  senior  firslrlieutenant,  had  to  dispose  of  a  plan- 
tation in  Yirginia,  bequeathed  to  him  by  his  brother,  and 
loan  the  proceeds  to  the  marine  committee. 

Our  private-armed  marine,  not  only  reputable,  but  highly 
patriotic,  offering  every  inducement  to  the  brave  and  en- 
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terprising,  was  at  once  embraced  bj  Mr,  Peabody,  whcse 
achieyement  in  the  "Kangei'" — the  pailicTilara  of  which 
we  aKall  introduce  in  its  proper  place — iB  worthy  to  rank 
■with  those  of  Haraden  in  the  "  Pickering,"  and  Fiek  in  the 
"  Tyrannicide,"  also  of  Salem.  The  piivate  marine  reflect- 
ed as  mnch  glory  on  oui'  arms,  and  was  decidedly  more 
effective  than  the  navy.  We  believe  no  officer  of  the  latter 
attained  distinction,  with  the  exception  of  Commodore  Paul 
Jones,  "  whose  achievements,"  in  the  language  of  the  im- 
mortal Wasliington,  "  commanded  the  admiration  of  the 
world," 

Mr.  Peabody's  first  croiae  was  in  Mr.  E.  H.  Derby's  pri 
vateer,  "  Bunker  Hill,"  which  terminated  unsueceesfully. 
On  his  return  to  Salem,  he  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which 
detained  him  there  several  months.  During  his  eonvar 
lescence,  his  mind,  weakened  by  disease,  was  filled  with 
hopes  -wlrich  assumed  the  guise  of  realities,  pereuading  him 
that  he  was  the  actual  owner  of  ships  and  wealth  ;  and  thus 
enabled  him  to  enjoy,  by  anticipation,  what  the  efforts  of 
after  years  failed  not  to  realize. 

His  second  cniise  was  in  the  "  Pilgrim,"  Capt.  Hill,  be- 
longing to  Me^i-s.  G.  and  A.  Cabot.  They  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  a  Pritish  merchantman,  deeply  laden, 
but  strongly  armed.  On  nearing  the  enemy.  Captain  Hill 
ordered  bim  to  strike,  to  which  he  was  answered,  "  No ! 
you  must  fight."  "  Teiy  well,"  responded  Hill ;  "  say 
when  you  are  ready;"  and  after  .waiting  a  considerable 
time,  which  was  improved  to  the  utmost  by  the  enemy  ia 
clearing  for  action,  loading,  &c.,  Hill,  becoming  impatient, 
asked  if  he  was  ready,  and  on  receiving  an  affirmative  re- 
ply, said  to  his  crew,  "  Then,  my  boys,  let  them  have  it." 
After  a  short  action,  and  the  loss  of  their  captain,  the 
enemy  surrendered,  and  Mr.  Peabody,  as  prize-master,  took 
the  vessel  safe  into  Thomaston,  Maine.  He  commenced  a 
second  cruise  in  the  "  Pilgrim,"  but  the  privateer  being 
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dismasted,  and  obliged  to  return  to  Salem,  he  resolred  to 
abandon,  for  a  time,  the  ocean,  having  seen  enough  of  sea- 
faring life  to  judge  of  his  ability  to  prosecute  it  with  success- 
Feeling  that  the  want  of  instruction,  denied  by  the  circmn- 
stancea  of  hia  early  life,  was  a  serious  barrier  to  hie  ad- 
vancement, he  applied  himself  for  a  year  with  the  greatest 
assiduity  and  diligence  to  the  acquiBition  of  the  Imowledge 
indispensable  to  the  attainment  of  rank  in  his  profession. 

For  the  above  purpcse,  Mr.  Peabody  retired  to  the  place 
of  hie  nativity,  and  pursued  his  studies  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  !Mr.  Smith,  whose  varied  attainments  enabled 
him  to  impart  the  requisite  information,  and  whose  friendly 
counsels,  eo  important  to  one  entering  upon  an  active 
career,  at  such  a  pei-iod,  might  be  depended  on  as  the  dic- 
tates of  a  high  moral  sense,  a  sound  judgment,  and  a 
benevolent  heart. 

While  thus  engaged  in  his  studies,  Mr.  Peabody  met 
with  a  manuscript  collection  of  maxims,  containing,  not 
only  sound  moral  rules,  but  those  of  courtesy  and  good- 
breeding,  as  well  as  the  results  of  experience  in  the  man- 
agement of  worldly  affairs.  He  was  struck  with  their 
value,  and  copied  them  into  a  small  book,  which  he  entitled 
his  "  Guide  thi-ough  Life,"  and  it  was  ever  his  custom  to 
apply  them,  when  occasion  offered,  in  advice  to  his  chil- 
dren, ae  well  as  in  reference  to  bis  own  conduct. 

The  month  of  August,  1778,  was  ushered  in  wiHi  a  sum- 
mons for  the  militia  generally  to  join  the  army  under  Gen- 
eral Sullivan,  at  Rhode  Island,  with  a  view  to  the  surprise 
and  captm-e  of  Newport,  then  in  possession  of  the  British 
anny.  Mr.  Peabody  accompanied  the  Middleton  corps  as 
an  officer.  Soon  after  theii-  ai-rival,  disappointed  of  the  ex- 
pected co-operation  of  their  French  allies,  the  militia  im- 
mediately disbanded,  and  the  besieging  army,  reduced  to 
five  thousand  men,  abandoned  the  enterprise,  as  the  number 
of  the  enemy  intrenched  was  six  thousand.     William  Orne, 
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of  Salem,  who  was  afterward  one  of  our  most  eminent, 
upi-ight,  and  opialent  merchants,  also  served  in  this  cam- 
paign. 

Mr.  Peabody,  having  completed  the  necessary  studies 
which  he  had  marked  out  for  himself,  made  a  voyage  to 
Gotfcenburg,  in  the  letter  of  marqne  "  Rambler."  He  next 
sailed  as  pi-ize-maater  in  the  privateer  "  Fishhawk,'!  Capt. 
I'oster,  who,  after  being  out  a  few  days,  laid  his  vessel 
alongside  of  a  large  eHp,  which  proved  to  he  a  British  man- 
of-war,  and  was  taken.  The  crew  was  sent  into  St.  Johns, 
Newfoundland,  where,  on  board  a  prison-ship,  they  were 
well  treated.  They  established  a  school  among  themselves, 
and  all  went  on  harmoniously  until  the  crew  of  another  pri- 
vateer, belonging  to  Salem,  was  crowded  in  with  them, 
which  caused  the  mass  to  become  turbulent.  Fortimately, 
however,  they  were  soon  reheved  by  exchange,  and  the 
Americana  were  landed  at  Braton. 

The  termination  of  this  cruise  so  disgusted  Mr.  Peabody 
with  privateering,  that  he  decided  to  pursue  it  no  fui-tlier. 
He  next  embarked  in  the  letter  of  marq^ue  "  Ranger," 
owned  by  Messrs.  Henry  Sargent,  of  Boston,  Henry  Gard- 
ner, and  Ward  and  Chipman  of  Salem.  Thomas  Simmons 
was  commander,  Thomas  Perkins,  first  officer,  and  Mr. 
Peabody,  second.  They  left  Salem  in  the  winter  of  1781-2, 
with  a  cargo  of  salt,  which  they  disposed  of  at  Richmond, 
Yirginia,  and  proceeded  to  Alexandria,  where  they  loaded 
with  flour  for  Havana,  and  arrived  safe.  A  part  of  the 
cargo  being  from  the  plantation  of  General  Washington, 
was  preferred  by  the  Spaniards,  and,  what  was  unusual, 
they  received  it  at  the  marked  weight,  thus  showing  their 
confidence  in  the  brand.  The  "  Ranger"  returned  to  Alex- 
andria, and  after  receiving  on  board  another  cargo  of 
flour,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1782,  dropped  down  the  Poto- 
mac, to  near  its  mouth,  where,  encountering  head  winds, 
she  was  obliged  to  anchor,  and,  after  making  the  ordinary 
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arrangeraents  for  the  night,  tlie  officers  and  crew  retired 
to  their  berths. 

About  eleven  o'clock  the  -watch  ran  aft  for  a  speaking- 
trumpet,  and  announced  to  the  officers  the  Tin-welcome 
news  that  boats  were  maldng  for  the  sliip.  Oapt.  Simmooa 
directed  Mr.  Peabody  not  to  let  them  come  alongside ;  but 
they  both  rushed  up  the  companion-way,  and  as  they 
reached  the  deck,  received  a  discharge  of  mnsketry,  by 
which  CapL  Simmons  fell,  badly  womided,  and  entirely 
disabled  from  farther  action.  Mr.  Peabody,  ha-ving  no  time 
to  dress  himself,  ran  forward  in  hia  night-clothes,  calling 
on  the  crew  to  seize  the  boarding-pikes,  and  grasping  one 
himself,  accompanied  by  a  man  named  Kent,  armed  in  the 
lite  manner,  sprang  to  the  bows,  where  they  had  a  fierce 
encounter  with  several  of  the  enemy  already  on  the  gon- 
wale.  The  crew,  having  armed  themselves,  a  desperate 
conffiet  ensued,  in  the  midst  of  which  another  boat  came 
alongside  and  began  a  heavy  fire  on  the  other  quarter. 
The  first  officer  being  employed  at  the  magazine  in  pro- 
curing ammunition  for  those  who  were  armed  with  mus- 
kets, the  command  of  the  deck  devolved  on  Mr.  Peabody, 
who,  wearing  a  white  shirt,  w^  a  conspicuous  mark,  even 
in  a  dark  night.  He  now  ordered  cold  shot  to  be  thrown 
into  the  boats,  and  it  was  done  with  such  effect  that  one  of 
them  gave  way ;  both  had  been  grappled  to  the  "  Eanger" 
before  recei-ring  any  damage.  Perceiving  the  advantage 
thns  obtained,  he  applied  his  entire  force  to  the  other  boat, 
and  cheering  his  men  -with  the  ciy  of  "  we  have  sunk  one, 
my  boys,  now  let  us  sink  the  other."  The  responding 
cheers  of  the  crew  so  alarmed  the  assailants,  that  they 
dropped  astern,  and  both  were  soon  lost  in  the  darkness  of 
the  night.  When  the  confusion  was  over,  one  of  the  crew 
only  was  found  to  be  dead,  and  three  wounded.  Capt. 
SimmoDs's  wound  was  severe,  and  disabled  him  for  a  long 
time.     Mr.  Peabody  was  not  aware,  during  the  action,  that 
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he  Bad  received  any  wounda ;  but,  when  the  excitement 
BuhsideJ,  he  found  his  arms  stiff,  and  a  hall  lodged  in  his 
left  wriet,  that  the  hnne  of  his  right  elbow  was  laid  hare, 
and  a  hall  had  grazed  hU  left  shoulder.  At  daylight  a 
club  of  hair  was  discovered  on  deck,  which  proved  to  be 
his,  it  having  been  shot  off  close  to  his  head,  as  if  clipped 
by  a  barber.  We  well  remember  one  of  the  crew  who  had 
cut  off  the  hand  of  an  assailant,  which  was  raised  over  the 
bulwark,  ai'med  with  a  pistol,  and  aimed  at  Mr.  Peabody ; 
it  is  Tinnecessary  to  say  he  continued  for  life  a  pensioner  on 
the  bounty  of  the  latter.  Mr.  Peabody's  escape  from  death, 
in  this  action,  appears  to  have  been  almost  miraculous. 

The  "  Panger"  was  armed  with  seven  guns,  and  the  crew 
comprised  but  twenty,  while  the  barges  of  the  enemy  con- 
tained sixty  men.  From  infonnation  obtained,  the  latter 
lost  fifteen  killed,  and  had  thirty-eight  wounded.  The  as- 
sailants proved  to  he  a  band  of  toi-ies,  with  which  the  bay 
had  for  some  time  been  infested,  commanded  by  two  of 
their  noted  characters.  Barret  and  Anderson,  who  had  a 
rendezvoia  at  St.  George's  Island,  near  the  anchorage  of 
the  "  Panger,"  They  had  a  few  days  before  succeeded  in 
capturing  a  brig  of  ten  guns  and  thirty  men. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  return  with  the  vessel  to  Alex- 
andiia  for  the  purpose  of  refitting ;  where  the  action  was 
pronounced  as  desperate  as  any  upon  the  records  of  naval 
warfare.  In  admiration  of  the  valor  displayed  on  this  oc- 
casion, a  boarding-pike,  richly  mounted  with  silver,  and 
hearing  a  suitable  inscription,  was  presented  by  the  mer- 
chants of  tliat  borough.  This  happy  memorial  of  gallant 
conduct  remains  a  treasured  relic  with  Mr.  Peabody's  heirs. 

Mr.  Perkins  now  took  command  of  the  "  Ranger,"  and 
Mr.  Peabody  became  first  officer.  Capt.  Simmoi^  was 
sufficiently  recovered  from  his  wound  to  resume  his  post  on 
the  succeeding  voyage,  and  Mr.  Peabody  was  retained  as 
first  officer.      On  their  return   irom   Ouragoa  they  were 
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chased  for  thirfy-six  lioure  by  a  man-of-war,  and  finally 
escaped  into  Havana,  whence  they  returned  to  Salem. 

Peace  having  now  taken  place,  commercial  activity 
greatly  increased.  Mr.  Peabody  was  promoted  to  a  com- 
mand in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Gardner,  of  Salem,  and  Mr. 
Perkins  accompanied  him  as  chief  mate.  This  companion 
in  war  was  afterward  long  hia  associate  in  business  at 
Salem,  and  amassed  also  a  very  large  fortune,  which  has 
been  ti'ansmitted  to  his  nephews,  the  Messre.  Pingree,  who 
rank  among  our  most  enterprising  and  successful  merchants. 

His  next  voyage  was  to  St,  Martin's,  thence  to  Alexan- 
dria, ■where  he  was  severely  attacked  by  small-pox,  and  his 
life  despaired  of.  He  suffered  great  agony,  and  was  so 
swollen  as  to  be  unable  to  see,  but,  retaining  his  faculties, 
heard  the  discouraging  remarks  of  those  around.  He  at- 
tributed his  recovery  to  a  sea-captain,  who  adminietered  on 
his  own  responsibility, 

Mr.  Peabody  having  now  realized  a  sufficient  sum  to 
enable  him  to  purchase  a  vessel,  selected  the  schooner 
"  Three  Priends,"  and  commanded  her  himself.  His  voy- 
ages were  to  the  "West  Indies  and  Europe ;  he  was  almost 
constantly  at  sea  for  several  years,  and  never  failed  to  note 
whatever  information  he  obtained,  that  might  prove  useful 
in  the  more  extensive  future  operations  toward  which  he 
pressed  with  a  laudable  zeal. 

We  have  before  mentioned  that  the  peace  of  '83  imparted 
a  new  impulse  to  trade,  which,  however,  was  soon  after 
jeoparded  by  the  petty  jealousies  of  the  States  on  the  sear 
board,  whose  contending  efforts  paralyzed  for  a  time  its 
successful  prosecution.  Bhode  Island,  for  instance,  desiTOUS 
of  monopoly,  and  affecting  to  fear  that  the  capital  of  her 
neighbors  would  deprive  her  of  a  fair  proportion  of  trade, 
permitted  the  importation  of  all  gooife  free  of  duty.  This 
measure,  so  injurious  in  its  bearing  on  the  larger  States, 
which  relied  upon  impost  for  the  support  of  their  govern- 
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ments,  was  met  by  retaliation,  Maasaehuaetts  paased  a 
navigation  act,  requiring  duties  to  be  paid  only  on  goods 
imported  on  foreign  account,  and  tunnage  only  on  foreign 

Our  Union,  which  had  barely  been  maintained  by  the 
stimulus  of  war,  now  became  as  a  rope  of  sand.  The  limit- 
ed powers  of  the  old  confederation,  together  with  its  tardi- 
ness of  action,  rendered  it  utterly  inefficient  as  a  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  conflicting  measures  of  some  of  the  parties 
to  it,  now  threatened  its  speedy  dissolution. 

These  gloomy  forebodings  impelled  extraordinary  exer- 
tions for  the  preservation  of  blessings  achieved  at  no  com- 
mon cost.  Correspondences  were  entered  into  by  George 
Cabot  and  others,  with  onr  patiiotic  fathers,  respecting  the 
establishment  of  a  national  government  upon  a  more  ener- 
getic and  stable  footing,  under  which  the  interests  of  com- 
merce might  receive  a  proper  care.  And  Benjamin  Good- 
hue (another  educated  Salem  merchant,  who  afterward 
filled  with  credit  seats  in  both  of  the  legislative  halls  of  the 
nation),  obtained  from  Mr,  Adams,  then  om-  minister  at  the 
court  of  St.  James,  and  other  sources,  the  best  available 
light  on  the  commercial  policy  of  Europe,  thereby  becom- 
ing qualified  for  a  task  which  himself  and  others  were  soon 
called  upon  to  perfoi-m. 

After  two*  ineffectual  attempts,  a  convention  was  foimed, 
which,  in  1788,  framed  the  federal  constitution. 

The  first  duty  which  presented  itself  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  new  government  in  New  Tort,  was  the  creation 
of  a  j-evenue  for  its  support ;  and  a  tariff  on  imports  bemg 
by  all  considered  the  least  onerous  mode  of  taxation,  a 


*  As  a  delegate  to  the  flrat,  Mr.  Goodhue  was  appointed  bj  a  reiaolutioii  of 
tie  GeneraJ  Conrt  of  Massaohusetfa,  July  4th,  1784.  And  also  oa  delegate  to 
the  BOCODd,  in  companj  with  Caleh  Davie,  Trietam  Dalton,  and  Jobii  Ooffln,  by 
B  lito  resolution,  passed  by  the  aame  body,  in  aaoordance  with  aimilar  aotion  On 
the  part  of  the  legialalure  of  Virginia,  Maroh  21, 178B. 
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commercial  code  was  iramed,  under  the  guidance  of  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  Mr.  Good- 
hue,* Mr.  Fitzsimmons  (a  merchant  member  from  Phila- 
delphia), and  others,  which,  with  some  modification,  still 
remains  the  law  of  the  land ;  a  proud  testimonial  of  the 
sagacity  and  foresight  of  its  authors. 

The  advantages  deriyed  from  the  new  order  of  thingB, 
were  in  no  point  of  view  bo  apparent  as  in  a  commercial 
one.  Chaos  gave  place  to  order ;  clouds  which  had  over- 
shadowed us,  were  succeeded  by  the  most  cheering  pros- 
pects ;  internal  and  foreign  ti-ade,  so  long  paralyzed,  now 
received  an  impetus  before  unknown  ;  and  enterprise  every- 
where, for  a  long  series  of  years,  was  crowned  with  success 
unexampled  at  any  period  of  commercial  history, 

Mr.  Peabody,  having  personally  retired  from  the  ocean 
in  1791,  except  for  a  single  trip  as  passenger  to  the  West 
Indies,  was  now  married  to  Miss  Catharine  Smith,  of  Mid- 
dleton,  a  daughter  of  the  reverend  friend  to  whom  he  was 
so  much  indebted  for  bis  mental  and  moral  ti-aining  in 
youth,  and  for  the  moulding  of  his  religious  and  political 
principles  in  manhood,  and  whose  name  he  ever  mentioned 
with  the  warmest  expressions  of  gratitude.  He  represented, 
him  as  exercising  unbounded  influence  in  his  sphere  of 
action,  and  as  possessing  the  love  and  veneration  of  all  wilt 
whom  he  associated.  This  blessing  he  was  not  destined 
long  to  enjoy ;  death  separated  them  in  the  short  space  of 
two  years.  In  1795  he  formed  a  matrimonial  connection 
with  Elizabeth,  sister  of  his  fiist  wife,  and  it  was  their  hap- 
piness to  pass  nearly  half  a  century  together,  in  almost  un- 
alloyed prosperity. 

*  EEtraet  of  a  letter  ftom  Alessnder  Hamilton,  to  Banjamin  Goodhne,  dated 
Jane  30, 1T91 :— "  It  muat  have  ^ven  jou  pleasure  to  learn  how  miieli  the  Con- 
had  eo  oonsideraMe  an  agency,  havo  eonfribnted  to  raise  tiia  country  in  tiie 
sstimalion.  of  Europe.  The  ctange  which  liaa  been  wrouglit  in  the  opinion  of 
that  part  of  the  world  rBspeotiug  the  Uoited  States  is  almoat  wonderful." 
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Mr.  Peatody  did  not  fail  to  deiive  every  advantage 
■which  commerce  yielded  nnder  the  fostering  hand  of  gov- 
ernment, at  that  time  so  liberally  extended ;  and,  by  honor- 
able competition,  soon  rose  to  wealth  and  influence.  He 
continued  gradually  to  increase  the  number  of  his  ships 
■with  his  accruing  means,  imtil  they  floated  in  every  sea. 
To  particnlai'ize  Ms  very  numerous  entei'prises  during  the 
threescore  yeare  he  ■was  a  shipowner,  wonld  be  monoto- 
nous ;  and  the  classifying  and  illustrating  of  the  diiferent 
branches  of  trade  ■which  he  successively  embraced,  com- 
mencing with  that  of  our  own  coast,  and  ending  only  with 
tlie  ferthest  Indies,  would  occupy  a  space  far  beyond  the 
limits  of  an  article  for  this  work,  without  affording  mat- 
ter of  interest  to  any  but  the  most  curious  •  admirer  of 
detail.  Let  it  suffice,  therefore,  to  enumerate  important 
statistics  relating  to  a  business,  the  jnagnitnde  of  which  has 
seldom,  for  so  long  a  period,  been  conducted  by  the  enter- 
prise and  industry  of  an  individual. 

Mr.  Peabody  built  and  owned  eighty-three  ships,  which, 
in  every  instance,  he  freighted  himself;  and  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  them  he  shipped,  at  different  times,  upward  of  seven 
thousand  seamen.  Since  the  year  1811,  he  had  advanced 
tbirty-five  to  the  rank  of  shipmaster,  who  entered  hie  em- 
ploy as  boys.  He  had  performed  by  these  vessels  the  fol- 
lowing voyages,  viz. :  to  Calcutta,  38 ;  Canton,  17 ;  Su- 
matra, 32 ;  St.  Petersbm-g,  47 ;  other  ports  in  the  noi-th 
of  Europe,  1 0 ;  the  MediteiTanean,  20,  before  the  war 
of  1812. 

The  following  letter  in  relation  to  his  business  with  the 
Mediterranean,  ■will  be  read  with  interest : 

"  FiiOHViLLB  {Conn.),  3d  July,  1845. 
"Dear  Sib :~-Absence  has  prevented  my  earlier  coming 
into  possession,  and   acknowledging   the  receipt   of  your 
1  favor  of  the  20th  ultimo,  by  which  I  am  most 
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happy  to  leam  you  are  engaged  in  preparing  for  the  press 
a  memou-  of  our  late  venerated  fiiend,  Joseph  Peabody. 
You  ask  me  to  enlighten  you  on  the  subject  of  his  business 
with  the  Mediterranean ;  most  of  which,  you  think,  was 
placed  under  the  direction  of  my  house  at  Mai-aeilles.  I 
believe,  with  a  few  exceptions  in  occasional  consignmenta 
to  other  ports,  tbis  was  ^e  case,  from  tbe  first  opening  of 
our  trade  ■with  that  sea,  after  the  peace  of  1814,  up  to  the 
period  of  his  death. 

"  It  is  impossible  for  me,  at  this  remote  period,  without 
any  documents  or  memoranda  whatever  fi-om  the  boots  of 
Pitch,  Brothers  &  Co.,  to  give  jaa  any  thing  bordering  on 
a  correct  or  detailed  statement  of  his  immense  business 
transactions  with  the  port  of  Karaeilles  alone  during  tliis 
long  interval.  The  estimate  would  probably  far  surpass 
any  amount  I  would  venture  to  name ;  for  his  business  not 
only  consisted  in  inward  cargoes,  of  great  value,  but  most 
of  his  ships  took  fuU  return  cargoes,  destined  principally  to 
other  foreign  ports — thus  doubling  tbe  amount,  and  further 
extending  his  services  and  usefulness,  I  might  almost  say, 
throughout  the  whole  commercial  world  ;  for,  1  venttu-e  the 
aasertion,  there  are  few,  if  any,  of  the  most  important  ports, 
in  either  hemisphere,  where  his  name,  and  the  signal  of  his 
ships,  were  not  as  well  known  as  they  were  at  home. 

"  You  are  well  aware  of  hie  laconic  instructions  in  relar 
tion  to  business  afiaira.  Those  to  my  house  were  always 
condensed  in  a  few  lines,  giving  carte  'bimichs  to  use  our 
best  judgment  in  the  promotion  of  his  interest;  and,  al- 
though the  amount  of  many  millions  passed  through  our 
hands,  not  a  single  dollar  was  ever  drawn  for  in  anticipa- 
tion ;  although,  of  courae,  tendered  on  all  occasions.  He 
always  appeared  to  show  the  most  anxious  desire  to  impress 
upon  my  mind  that  he  alone  had  been  the  recipient  of 
favoi-s. 

"  His  friendship  and  confidence  I  prized  above   every 
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thing.  His  aupeiior  as  a  merchant,  or  equal  as  a  man,  I 
have  never  known ;  and  am  Batistied  that  mine  is  not  an 
over-estimate  of  his  chai'acter — for,  in  conversation  with 
his  townsman,  tie  Hon.  Dudley  L.  Pidcman,  whom  I  con- 
eider  one  of  the  first  merchants  of  the  age,  he  said,  from  an 
acquaintance  of  more  than  half  a  century,  he  had  not 
known  one  of  more  inflexible  integrity  or  nnerring  judg- 
ment. 

"  EespectfuUj  and  truly  yours,  A.  Fitch." 

The  voyages  pei-formed  hy  his  vessels  to  the  "West  Indies, 
Spanish  Main,  and  along  onr  wide  extended  coast,  are  nn- 
numbered.  He  had  also  for  several  years  a  large  interest 
in  a  northwest-coaat  trading  and  navigation  company. 

The  manner  in  which  he  conducted  these  extensive  con- 
cerns contributed  ^sentially  to  the  prosperity  of  Salem, 
which  he  made  the  home  of  aU  his  operatitms,  and.  where 
the  aggregate  of  his  annual  State,  county,  and  city  taxes 
paid  into  the  treasmy  amounted  to  about  two  hundred 
thousand  doUars.  He  built  and  equipped  his  ships  there, 
and  it  was  there  they  always  returned  with  their  cargoes, 
to  be  distributed  by  the  coasting  vessels  among  the  greater 
markets.  Outward  cargoes  were  procured  in  these  mar- 
kets and  transported  coastwise  for  transhipment  at  Salem. 
This  coiirse,  while  it  gave  constant  employment  to  a  very 
great  number  of  his  townsmen,  was  not  at  all  times  condu- 
cive to  his  pecuniary  interest,  and  therefore  could  only 
have  been  prompted  by  the  benevolent  desire  of  affording 
them  a  remunerating  occupation. 

Prom  his  energy  in  the  prosecution  of  commercial 
schemes,  many  supposed  he  had  one  of  those  iron  wills 
which  naturally  impelled  him  to  push  forward  in  spite  of 
obstacles,  and  regardless  of  consequences ;  whereas,  he  was 
in  truth  uncommonly  cautious ;  seldom  yielding  to  his  &«* 
impressions,  or,  at  least,  not  until  they  were  duly  con- 
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sidered ;    but  having  once  decided  upon  Ms   c 
made  it  a  duty  never  to   swerve,  tut  for  the 


After  his  dissolution  of  copartnership  with  Mr.  Perkins, 
Mr.  Peahody  associated  with  him  Mr.  Gideon  Tucker,  upon 
whose  ample  qualifications  he  relied  for  a  long  term  of 
yeaiB  for  conducting  the  correspondence,  and  otherwise 
supervising  the  husineas,  which  was  beeoniing  more  and 
more  extended ;  and  it  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  writer, 
among  olihers,  to  he  within  the  scope  of  his  example,  and 
of  the  advice  and  counsel  it  was  his  happine^  to  impart. 

The  complicated  concerns  of  these  varied  enterprises 
were  conducted  without  ei!brt,  as  syatem  pervaded  eveiy 
department ;  and  by  such  prudence  and  foresight  were  hia 
an-angements  characterized,  that  there  never  was  a  time 
when  Mr.  Peabody  could  not,  at  a  day's  notice,  by  the  die- 
position  of  stocks  and  merchandise  on  hand,  liquidate  all 
his  indebtedness. 

Although  engaged  in  active  business  for  more  than  three- 
score yeai-s,  to  the  extent  of  millions  of  dollars,  and  con- 
nected with  thousands  of  agents  of  all  descriptions,  yet  so 
maturely  were  his  contracts  considered,  so  respectful  was 
he  of  the  rights  of  othera,  and  so  much  more  did  he  prefer 
to  submit  to  slight  pecuniaiy  sacrifices  thau  to  hazard  his 
peace  of  mind,  that  he  was  never  involved  in  litigation  or 


Conscious  of  the  force  of  Ids  own  natural  powei-s,  and  of 
the  cori'ectness  of  his  judgment  in  what  concerned  the  busi- 
ness of  hia  life,  Mr.  Peabody  manifested  a  diffidence  rarely 
observed  in  one  so  pre-eminently  successful;  and  scrupu- 
lously avoided  deUvering  his  thoughts  upon  subjects  to 
which  he  had  not  particularly  directed  his  attention. 

Public  station  offered  no  charms  for  him ;  although  often 
urged,  hq  never  but  once  could  be  induced  to  serve  even  in 
the  legislature  of  the  State,  and  that  was  at  a  time  when 


.y  Google 


384  LIVES    OF   AMERICAN  MERCHANTS. 

his  popularity  insured  the  election  of  the  whole  ticket, 
thereby  securing  the  passage  of  a  conservative  measure  of 
some  moment, 

From  the  beginning,  Mr.  Peabody  adhered  to  the  policy, 
and  yielded  a  hearty  eo-operatiou  to  all  the  measures  of 
the  administration  of  Washington.  He  was  fully  per- 
suaded that  any  deviation  from  the  course  pursued  (from 
■which  so  gi-eat  good  had  resulted),  and  which  was  so  for- 
cibly traced  on  the  chart  which  that  pre-eminent  statesman 
and  pati'iot  left  for  the  guidance  of  the  ship  of  state  on 
leaving  the  command,  would  inevitably  lead  to  ruin. 

He  never  listened  to  the  professions,  nor  was  lured  by 
the  sophistry  of  the  democratic  clnbs,  whoso  labors,  in  the 
language  of  "Washington,  "gave  the  first  rude  shoch  to 
the  best  fabi-ic  of  human  government  and  happiness  ever 
presented  to  the  acceptance  of  mankind ;"  nor  did  he 
favor  the  policy  of  non-importation,  non-intercourse,  or 
embargo. 

He  felt,  in  common  with  many  among  the  most  exalted 
daaa  of  his  fellow-citizens,  that  the  "  decrees"  of  France  and 
the  "  orders"  of  England  should  have  been  resisted  at  the 
outset,  or,  after  protesting,  we  should  have  waited  until 
peace,  when  we  might,  as  in  other  instances  we  have,  ob- 
tained a  just  remuneration  for  all  losses  sustained. 

Enjoying,  as  our  merchants  then  did,  the  canying  trade 
of  the  world,  their  profits  could  well  afford  the  increased 
rates  of  premium  demanded  by  the  underwritei-s.  By 
abandoning  the  ocean,  millions,  otha'wiae  within  their 
reach,  were  forever  lost  to  the  country. 

The  throwing  of  our  weight  into  the  scale  of  "  the  de- 
stroyer of  human  liberty,"  met  with  his  utter  and  unquali- 
fied reprobation. 

No  one  ever  discovered  greater  discernment  in  the  selec- 
tion of  agents,  than  Mr.  Peabody ;  and,  as  his  business  was 
an  object  of  consequence,  it  imparted  character  to  such  as 
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obtained  it.  Among  the  most  prominent  of  these,  were 
Pitch,  Brotliei-a  &  Co.,  who  also  long  and  honorably  served 
the  United  States  as  navy  agents  for  the  Mediterranean — 
and,  although  slandered  and  superseded  by  the  late  admin- 
ietration,  tardy  justice  has  been  rendered  them  by  the 
present. 

To  a  letter  of  condolence  addressed  by  the  head  of  that 
house  to  tlie  family  of  Mr.  Peabody,  on  his  decease,  a  son 
of  the  latter  thus  replied :  "  For  you,  my  father  felt  the 
highest  regard,  and  there  was  no  man  in  the  circle  of  his 
acquaintance,  dm-ing  his  long  life,  for  whom  I  have  heard 
him  express  a  deeper  interest.  In  the  course  of  his  bnsE- 
ness,  he  was  enabled  to  give  such  a  direction  to  a  portion 
of  it  as  to  place  the  same  nnder  yora'  care ;  and  he  has 
often  said  that  your  unceasing  attention  and  admirable 
management  placed  him  under  the  greatest  obligation." 

Mr.  Peabody's  transactions  were  also  very  extensive  with 
Mr,  Williams,  tb.e  American  banker  of  London,  by  whose 
failure  he  l(«t  between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Tet,  so  far  from  bearing  him  ill-will,  when  that  gen- 
tleman rettu'ned  to  Salem,  after  an  absence  of  forty  years, 
Mr.  Peabody,  then  at  a  very  advanced  age,  crossed  the 
street,  and,  with  an  extended  hand,  welcomed  him  to  his 
native  city. 

On  the  return  of  Joseph  Augustus,  Mi'.  Peabody's  eldest' 
son,  from  foreign  travel,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  he  with 
alacrity  engaged  in  commerce  as  a  partner  of  his  father, 
and  was  actuated  in  no  small  degree  by  bis  spirit.  His 
father  soon  leaned  upon  him,  not  the  less  as  a  prop  of  his 
declining  years,  than  as  the  future  support  of  the  business, 
which,  under  these  favorable  auspices,  he  trusted  would 
continue  to  shed  its  blessings  upon  the  community  long 
after  he  should  cease  to  direct  it.  The  realization  of  these 
pleasing  aJiticipations  was  not  pennitted.  After  a  few 
short  years,  by  an  inscrutable  decree  of  divine  wisdom,  in 
25 
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the  midst  of  life  and  usefulness,  the  high  aad  honorahle 
course  of  this  estimable  son  was  closed  forever. 

He  had  graduated,  with  honor,  at  Harvard  University, 
in  1816,  and  was  endeared  by  many  vii-tues  (which  ever 
recur  in  the  recollection  of  him)  to  a  numerous  circle  of 
'.bereaved  friends. 

Buoyed  up  by  that  religions  principle  which  strongly- 
marked  his  character,  Mr.  Peabody  submitted,  without  a 
murmur,  to  the  sad  decree.  He  continued  his  enterpi-isea 
to  the  close  of  his  life,  with  various  success,  though  not  to 
the  same  extent,  and  solely  with  the  desire  of  affording 
employment  to  such  as  rehed  upon  his  operations  for  their 
support 

His  life  may  be  considered  of  much  more  advantage  to 
the  community  than  that  of  many  whose  names  are  em- 
blazoned in  our  annals  merely  from  their  connection  with 
public  events ;  for  very  few,  at  the  end  of  their  career,  can 
point  to  so  much  positive  good  effected  by  unaided  pei-sonal 
efforts. 

Mr.  Peabody  closed  his  invaluable  life,  after  a  short  ill- 
ness, on  the  5lh  of  January,  184i,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  Two  sons  and  a  daughter  have  survived 
him.  In  person,  he  was  tall  and  commanding,  with  a  eai-- 
riage  dignified,  yet  blended  with  singular  modesty.  From 
his  reserve,  few  had  an  opportunity  justly  to  estimate  the 
strength  of  his  intellect,  or  the  refinement  and  delicacy  of 
his  sentiments.  The  lofty  tone  of  the  latter,  and  his  digni- 
fied character,  could  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who,  for 
a  long  period,  were  in  constant  intercouree  with  him.  We 
have  never  known  an  individual  who,  in  daily  life,  so  uni- 
formly preserved  an  entire  self-respect,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  was  so  courteous  and  yielding  to  his  friends. 

His  temper  was  hasty,  but  he  was  never  known  to  utter 
a  word  in  anger  which  he  was  obliged,  in  the  cool  moments 
of  reflection,  to  recall  with  regret ;  or  to  compromise  him- 
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Belf,  at  snci,  moments,  in  any  way  to  lessen  his  own  self- 
respect,  or  that  of  others. 

Posseting,  naturally,  the  keenest  sensibility,  great  moral 
efforts  alone  sustained  him  on  various  occasions,  when 
othei-s,  whose  habits  of  self-control  were  less  firmly  fixed, 
would  have  snccumhed. 

Decision,  firmness,  prudence,  and  perseverance  were  fully 
exemplified  in  his  character.  To  great  discernment  in 
matters  of  business  (in  which  he  was  seldom  deceived  bj 
appearances),  to  him  was  given,  also,  an  almost  intuitive 
foresight.  No  general  ever  possessed  a  more  ready  eye — 
could  better  plan  his  enterpr^s,  or  calculate  the  chances 
of  success  or  defeat. 

Mr.  Poabody  was  fpr  many  jears  a  communicant  of  the 
Unitarian  Church,  and  no  one  more  implicitly  obeyed  its 
injunctions,  or  paid  a  more  becoming  deference  to  its  ordi- 
nances. His  religious  sentiment  was  deep  and  practical ; 
he  left,  however,  to  others  the  discussion  of  doctrines,  and 
was  firm  in  the  belief  that 

"  He  coE't  bs  wrong  whose  life  is  ia  tlie  right." 

He  was  a  generous  contributor  to  all  worthy  objects,  yet 
shrunk  from  any  ostentatioiM  display  of  his  charities.  His 
chief  aim  in  assisting  others  appeared  to  be  that  of  placing 
them  in  situations  where,  by  personal  exertion,  they  could 
advance  their  own  interests.  Well  knowing  that  obligation 
is  frequently  so  onerous  as  to  neutralize  the  gratitude  which 
ought  to  be  felt  for  benefits  received,  his  charities  were 
often  indirect.  His  habit  of  eaiiy  rising,  in  connection 
with  the  order  which  prevailed  over  all  his  affairs,  afforded 
Mm  much  leisure,  which  was  entirely  devoted  to  hie  family, 
in  the  seclusion  of  which  his  own  affectionate  kindness  was 
reciprocated  by  love  and  veneration. 

To  a  generooe  hospitality,  which  he  at  all  times  extended, 
Mr.  Peabody  added  liberal  entertainments  on  all  suitable 
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occasions.  His  associatee  were  of  the  highest  character. 
An  imhrolEeD  intimacy  of  many  years  existed  between  him 
and  "William  Preecott,  whose  long,  distinguished,  and  useful 
life,  soon  after  his  own,  was  also  closed  without  a  reproach. 
Another  much-valued  friend  was  the  late  Timothy  Flint, 
the  early  and  elegant  historian  of  the  West,  who  inscribed 
his  last  work  to  Mr.  Peabody ;  and  as  this  grateful  tiibute 
to  a  benefactor  is  so  expressive  of  their  long-cherished  inti- 
macy, we  trnst  it  will  not  he  considered  out  of  place  to  close 
our  article  with  a  transcript  of  it : 

"  I  have  ventured  to  inscribe  this  booh  with  your  name, 
because  I  wished  to  prove  that,  much  as  I  have  wandered, 
my  heart  and  affections  have  still  had  their  stationaiy 
points.  It  is  my  pride  to  hope,  amidst  all  the  vicissitudes 
through  which  I  have  passed,  that  the  friends  of  my-  youth 
will  be  those  of  my  age.  Years,  in  tlieir  flight,  will  never 
shed  the  mildew  of  oblivion  over  kindnesses  which  have 
marked  every  period  of  my  intercourse  with  yon.  Those 
kindnesses  are  alike  associated  with  the  remembrances  of 
scenes  that  have  passed  in  the  land  of  mj  birth,  and  in  dis- 
tant regions  west  of  the  Mississippi.  To  yon  it  is  owing 
that  I  ever  appeared  before  the  public.  I  know  not  if  the 
public  will  thank  you,  or  if  it  ought.  I  feel  that  I,  at  least, 
ought  uever  to  forget  the  kindness  and  munificence  of  the 
motive.  While  your  keels  plow  every  sea,  bringing  home 
rich  harvests  of  commerce,  I  have  always  known  you  the 
earnest  and  consistent  friend  of  tie  sacred  soil  and  the 
plow.  This  accLuaintance  with  your  predilections,  appar- 
ently so  foreign  from  those  which  have  governed  your  pur- 
enits  in  life,  has  added  an  inducement  to  inscribe  to  yon  a 
book  which  treats  upon  a  country  almost  solely  agricultu- 
ral, and  naturally  richer  in  resources  of  that  class,  as  I 
deem,  than  any  other.  In  doing  this,  I  beg  to  be  allowed 
to  exprras  my  affectionate  prayers,  that  the  repose  of  your 
age,  in  the  midst  of  yonr'  children,  may  be  as  long  and 
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as   happy   as  your    past    life    has    been    honorable    and 
useful." 

Had  Mr.  Flint  survived,  and  become  the  biographer  of 
Ms  friend,  bo  happily  would  lie  have  illustrated  liis  life,  as 
to  have  rendered  superfluous  this  brief  and  imperfect 
sketch, 

Vixere  fortes       •       »       « 

Mniti;  sad  omnea  illacrimabileB 

Urgnontur  ignotique  longS 

Nocte,  careut  quia  vate  sauro.  Hob. 
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Jacob  Lokillabd,  who,  on  his  father's  side,  was  of 
French,  and  on  his  mother's,  of  German  descent,  was  bom 
in  the  city  of  New  Tort,  ia  1774.  He  appears  to  have 
commenced  life  without  the  advantages  even  of  an  ordinary 
education,  and  to  have  been,  in  a  great  measure,  self- 
taught  and  self  made ;  but  at  a  very  early  period  he  ex- 
hibited that  energy  of  character  and  &mnesa  of  purpose 
which  marked  every  stage  of  his  subsequent  course,  and 
struggled  manfuUy  with  the  difSculties  which  beset  hia 
path.  At  the  usual  age,  he  was  indentured  as  an  appren- 
tice to  a  tobacconist,  the  husine^  in  whicli  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  was  spent.  In  a  situation  so  unfavorable  to  the 
improvement  of  his  mind,  he  nevertheless  attempted  it,  and 
after  the  laborious  occupations  of  the  day,  instead  of  seek- 
ing recreation  and  repose,  he  passed  his  evenings  in  the 
patient  study  of  the  very  elements  of  knowledge  which  are 
usually  learned  in  childhood.  But  when  he  had,  in  some 
degree,  supplied  the  deficiencies  of  his  imperfect  education, 
and  acquired  what  was  essential  for  the  practical  purposes 
of  his  calling  in  life,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  this  measure 
of  improvement.  He  mastered,  in  the  same  way,  the 
I'rench  language,  as  he  afterward  did  the  Gerhian,  en- 
deared to  him,  perhaps,  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
descent,  and  thus  obtained  a  better  acquaintance  with  the 
principles  of  hie  own.  His  active  and  aspiring  mind  still 
aimed  at  something  higher,  and  tlie  way  in  which  he  grati- 
fied his  love  of  general  reading,  was  at  once  a  proof  of  his 
industry  and  ambition.  At  the  close  of  his  wearisome 
days,  he  would  engage  at  night  in  a  fresh  occupation  at  the 
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68131)11811711611*  of  his  brothers,  for  -which  he  received  a  suit- 
able, thongh  trifling  compensation ;  and  when  these  hard- 
earned  gains  had  sufficiently  accumulated,  they  were  uni- 
formly spent  in  the  purchase  of  books,  which,  procured 
with  so  much  difficulty,  were  read  with  profit  and  delight. 
Many  of  these  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and, 
as  memorials  of  his  patient  industry  and  enlarged  and  lib- 
eral views,  may  well  be  regarded  with  pleasure  and  pride. 

The  modesty  of  his  nature,  and  the  difSdence  he  felt  in 
these  private  acquisitions,  prevented  even  many  of  his 
fi-iends  from  kuowiag  the  extent  to  which  his  reading  was 
carried.  But  it  is  said  to  have  been  a  passion  with  him, 
and  that,  after  the  labors  of  the  day,  or  the  fatigues  of  a 
journey,  he  was  never  so  weary  as  not  to  find  it  a  recrea- 
tion and  solace ;  and  in  order  to  indulge  it  with  an  entire 
freedom  fi-om  interruption  and  care,  it  was  one  of  his  favor- 
ite plans  to  withdraw  from  business  as  soon  as  he  should 
have  obtained  a  moderate  competency,  and  to  pass  the 
remainder  of  his  days  in  rural  retirement.  But  his  relations 
with  the  world,  which  had  branched  out  in  so  many  direc- 
tions, and  the  restless  activity  of  hie  mind,  prevented  the 
accomplishment  of  this  scheme  till  his  life  itself  was  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  and  even  then  this  day  dream  was  dissolved ; 
for  perplexities  and  cares  broke  in  upon  his  repose,  and 
left  him  no  prospect  of  rest  but  that  which  remaineth  to 
the  people  of  God. 

He  entered  upon  business  with  a  capital  of  a  thousand 
dollars,  increased  by  a  loan  from  hie  brothers  of  double 
that  amount;  and  from  the  skill,  the  foresight,  and  the 
diligence  with  which  it  was  conducted,  and  .from  some  ad- 
ventitious advantages,  his  own  part  of  it  was  eventually 
multiplied  more  than  a  thousand-fold.  The  foundation  of 
his  prosperity  was  undoubtedly  laid  in  his  moral  worth. 
His  untiring  industry,  his  unifonn  caution  and  constant 
vigilance,  his  purity  of  mind,  which  influenced  all  his  aver- 
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sions  and  desires,  his  thonglita  and  actions,  liis  incoiTupti- 
ble  integrity,  -which  was  nevei-  impeached  nor  questioned 
through  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  his  firmness  and  perse- 
verance in  canying  through  the  schemes  which  he  had 
prudenfly  devised  and  carefully  matured — all  these  things 
were  calculated  to  inspire  a  general  confidence  in  him 
in  the  minds  of  men,  and  to  further  his  welfare  and 
success. 

But  there  was  one  other  cause  of  his  wealth  to  which  he 
himself  occasionally  referred.  It  was  a  favorite  remark  of 
his,  and  well  woi-thy  of  note,  that  his  prosperity  ai-ose  from 
not  having  made  haste  to  be  rich.  Simple  in  all  his  tastes 
and  habits,  well  regulated,  in  bis  affections  and  appetites, 
free  from  vanity,  ostentation,  and  pride,  he  had  no  extrava- 
gant desires  either  to  urge  him  on  in  the  eager  pursnit  of 
wealth,  or  to  mate  him  sq^uander,  in  prodigality,  the  fruits 
of  iniquity  and  fraud.  Instead,  therefore,  of  unduly  ex- 
tending bis  business,  and  in  baste  to  emich  himself,  being 
careless  about  tiie  interests  and  claims  of  others ;  instead  of 
running  out  into  wild  and  visionary  schemes,  which  are  so 
tempting  to  the  cupidity  of  men,  and  staking  the  laborious 
acquisitions  of  a  life  upon  the  chances  of  a  day,  he  was 
contented  to  follow  the  prudent  methods  of  better  times,  to 
avoid  unnecessary  anxiety  for  tiie  morrow,  to  keep  inno- 
cency,  and  take  heed  to  the  thing  that  is  right  in  regard 
to  his  neighbor,  and  to  insure  himself  peace  at  the  last. 
Whenever,  therefore,  the  profite  of  his  business  were  not 
needed  for  the  enlargement  of  his  capital,  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  investing  them  in  real  estate,  selected  very  often  in 
obscure  and  retired  places,  which  would  be  unattractive  to 
the  speculator,  and  with  greater  regard  to  the  security  of 
the  property  than  the  immediate  prospect  of  gain.  But,  in 
most  cases,  this  very  moderation  and  prudence  turned  to  a 
better  account  than  the  grasping  calculations  of  avarice 
itself — his  own  possessions  increasing  in  value,  securely  and 
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steadily,  while  those  of  others  were  often  swept  away  hj 
their  extravagance  and  folly. 

The  sagacity,  foresight,  and  diligence,  with  which  he 
managed  his  affaire,  and  the  fair  and  honorable  means  by 
which  he  acquired  his  riches,  would  have  been  le^  woi-thy 
of  admiration,  had  they  not  also  been  accompanied  by  lib- 
eral views  and  benevolent  designs.  His  wealth,  his  influ- 
ence and  talents,  were  all  directed,  in-  an  eminent  degree, 
to  the  good  of  men  and  the  gloiy  of  God.  He  had  a  high 
sense  of  his  stewardship,  and  the  kind  impulses  of  his  heart 
urged  him  on  to  the  cheerful  performance  of  his  duty. 

He  took  a  particular  delight  in  countenancing,  in  helping 
and  advising  young  men  of  merit  in  the  outset  of  life.  He 
was  quick  in  penetrating  into  the  chai'acter  of  those  around 
him,  and  nice  in  his  observation  of  their  course ;  and  when, 
from  their  industry,  their  prudence,  and  capacity,  he  saw 
fit  to  select  them  for  the  exercise  of  his  favor,  he  was  inflex- 
ible in  his  attachment  to  them,  and  unfailing  in  his  kind- 
ness. The  details,  received  by  the  writer  of  this  sketch, 
from  one  who  loved  him  as  a  friend,  and  revered  him  aa  a 
father,  and  whose  heai-t  was  poured  out  like  water  on  the 
news  of  bis  death,  represented  him  in  a  light  so  amiable,  so 
confiding,  so  overflowing  in  generosity  and  kindness,  that 
no  one  could  hear  them  without  adnairation  and  emotion. 
And  this,  it  was  remarked,  was  only  an  instance  of  that 
favor  and  goodness  of  which  many  besides  him  had  been 
partakere. 

Another  manif^tation  of  the  exercise  of  his  benevolent 
feeling  toward  young  beginners,  who  were  needy  and 
friendless,  was  peculiarly  interesting.  "When  a  director  of 
that  institution,  of  which  he  was  twice  the  president,  he 
would  frequently  take  a  pai'cel  of  the  small  notes  which 
were  offered  for  discount  by  poor  mechanics,  who  were 
obscure  and  unknown,  and  which,  therefore,  for  the  most 
part,  would  have  been  rejected,  and  make  diligent  inquiry, 


.y  Google 


JACOB   LORILLARD.  395 

ill  person,  as  to  their  character  and  standing ;  and  if  ho 
fonnd  that,  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  interests  of  tho 
bank,  he  could  commend  them  to  favor  and  confidence,  he 
felt  that  he  was  ahundantly  rewarded  for  all  his  pains. 

On  one  occasion,  a  person  whose  note  had  been  refused 
where  it  was  offered  for  discount,  and  who,  it  appeals,  had 
no  peculiar  claims  on  his  kindness  and  iniiuence,  though 
possessing  his  confidence,  called  on  him  for  a  line  of  recom- 
mendation, which  would  be  sure  to  procure  the  desired  ac- 
commodation. He  at  once,  as  it  seemed,  complied  with 
the  desired  request ;  instead  of  being  a  line  of  recommen- 
dation, however,  it  was  afterward  discovered  to  be  a  note 
of  Mr.  Lorillard  for  the  amount  which  was  needed.  The 
person  immediately  returned,  and  pointed  out  the  mistake ; 
never  mind,  said  Mr.  Lorillard,  if  they  will  not  discount 
your  note,  see  whether  they  will  not  mine. 

Another  instance  is  related  of  his  kind  consideration  for 
Hie  interests  of  others.  He  was  appointed  an  executor  to 
an  estate  in  which  the  widow  bad  a  life-interest,  but  where 
each  of  the  children  was  to  receive  a  thousand  dollaiB  on 
coming  to  age.  When,  in  the  first  case,  this  period  had 
arrived,  one  of  the  sons  called  on  him  for  the  amount  of 
this  bequest ;  and  what,  he  said,  do  yon  wish  to  do  with  it  ? 
To  purchase  stock  with  it  in  a  particular  bank.  At  what 
is  it  now  selling?  A  hundred  and  ten.  Have  you  any 
objections  to  leave  the  money  with  me  on  interest  till  the 
Ist  of  May,  and  then  I  will  let  you  have  the  stock  at  the 
same  rate  ?  In  the  mean  time,  it  fell,  as  he  anticipated,  to 
eighty-four.  When  this  change  took  place,  the  young  man 
was  greatly  depressed.  He  called  at  the  time  appointed  to 
fulfill  the.  engagement.  The  stock  is  ready  for  you,  Mr. 
Lorillard  playfully  remarked  ;  however,  if  you-  prefer  it,  I 
will  release  you  from  the  contract,  and  the  money  may 
remain  where  it  is.  It  may  easily  be  conceived  that  the 
young  man  left  him  grateful  and  rejoicing. 
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But  there  is  one  noble  act  of  generasity  and  kindness 
which  stands  ont  bo  prominenliy,  and  is  at  the  same  time 
80  creditable  both  to  the  agent  and  object,  that  it  is  hoped 
the  notice  of  it  wiU  not  be  deemed  a  violation  of  delicacy. 
One  who  had  been  the  companion  of  his  youth,  and  the 
friend  of  his  age,  and  who,  like  him,  had  been  blessed  with 
prosperity  and  honor,  was  suddenly  overtaken  by  calamity 
and  threatened  with  ruin,  "When  he  received  the  news,  he 
was  affected  even  to  tears.  This  shall  not  be,  said  he ;  if  I 
can  sustain  him,  I  will  mortgage  my  property  first;  and  he 
did  so.  He  immediately  assumed  all  the  debts  of  his  friend 
to  a  particular  inetitntion,  which  were  heavy.  When  credi- 
tors, knowing  the  intimacy  which  subsisted  between  them, 
crowded  around  him  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of 
the  rumored  failure,  he  simply  replied,  "Bring  me  the 
notes  which  ai-e  due  to  you,  and  on  the  i^ual  guarantee  I 
will  pay  them."  He  did  do  it,  to  a  large  amount ;  and  by 
the  aid  which  he  rendered,  and  the  confidence  he  inspired, 
he  not  only  sustained  and  re-established  his  friend,  but  the 
whole  profits  of  the  operation  for  the  risk  which  he  incurred 
were  entirely  devoted  to  charity. 

These  are  not  merely  a  few  solitary  instances  of  kindne^ 
scattered  throughout  a  long  tract  of  time,  but  an  illustration 
of  the  habits  of  his  life.  There  are  scarcely  any  of  tliat 
numerous  class,  who  were  engaged  in  the  same  business 
with  him,  who  have  not  some  personal  and  grateful  recol- 
lection of  it,  a  sti'iking  proof  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  a 
circumstance  that  occurred  when  he  partially  withdrew 
from  the  active  duties  of  life,  and  retired  to  his  retreat  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  city.  The  whole  fraternity  spon- 
taneously mot  to  express,  in  the  deepest  and  most  heartfelt 
manner,  their  sense  of  his  kindness  and  worth,  and  to  pre- 
sent to  him  a  beautiful  memorial  of  their  attachment  and 
respect. 

His  benevolence  was  not,  however,  confined  to  a 
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clialiiiel,  but  waa  aa  expansive  as  the  misery  and  want 
which  cried  to  him  for  aid.  What  ie  Imown  of  it,  excites 
admiration ;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  more  of  it 
is  hidden,  except  from  the  objects  of  his  bounty  and  the  all- 
seeing  eye  of  God.  The  silence  which  w^  imposed  by  his 
wishes,  on  the  lips  of  many,  during  bis  life,  has  been 
broken  since  his  death.  His  acts  of  charity  to  the  sick,  the 
needy  and  the  stranger,  were  exercised  daily  and  hourly  at 
his  home,  and  amidst  the  engagements  of  business,  in  a 
spirit  of  kindness  which  was  never  chilled,  and  with  a  pa- 
tience that  was  more  remarkable  than  his  alms.  But  he 
did  not  merely  wait  for  the  appeals  of  the  distressed  to 
touch  his  feelings,  but  from  the  considerate  kindness  of  his 
own  heart,  often  committed  large  sums  to  a  confidential 
agent,  with  an  injunction  that  his  name  should  be  con- 
cealed, to  be  distributed  among  thcee  persons  whose  office 
it  was  to  minister  to  lie  wants  of  the  hungry  and  naked. 
In  the  way  of  loans  to  students,  who  were  in  need  of 
all  things— to  clergymen,  who  were  straitened  in  their 
means — to  kinsmen  and  friends,  whose  misfortunes  and 
necessities  called  for  relief,  his  benevolence  took  a  wider 
range ;  for,  in  many  instances,  be  never  intended  to  re- 
claim them,  and  in  others,  he  was  aware  that  there  was  no 
reasonable  prospect  they  could  ever  be  repaid.  With  re- 
spect to  servants,  he  considered  that  he  held  a  kind  of  pa- 
ternal relation  to  them ;  and  when  they  had  served  him 
long  and  faithfully,  he  was  in  the  habit,  on  their  leaving 
him,  of  giving  them  an  outfit,  and  following  them  through 
life  with  his  countenance  and  favor. 

In  addition  to  the  sums  which  were  dispensed  by  Mm  in 
file  ever-fiowing  stream  of  his  bounty,  it  was  a  settled  rule 
with  him,  upon  which  he  acted  through  life,  to  devote  all 
the  moneys  which  came  to  him,  either  in  a  way  that  was 
unexpected,  or  from  debts  which  had  been  considered  as 
lost,  to  pious  and  charitable  purposes.     He  was  a  little 
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peculiar  and  faneiftil  in  some  of  his  beneTolent  feelings  and 
habits.  The  scarfs  -which  he  received  in  attending  funerals, 
were  always  regarded  as  the  perquisites  of  the  poor ;  and 
he  was  thought  by  many  to  he  too  free  and  undiacrimi- 
nating  in  the  exercise  of  his  bounty,  for  "  even  his  failings 
leaned  to  virtue's  side."  On  one  occasion,  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  a  woman  whom  he  had  often  relieved,  called  upon 
him  for  a  little  assistance  to  procure  some  wood.  Having 
some  doubts  of  her  worthiness,  he  said  that  he  would  in- 
quire about  her,  and  dismissed  her  without  any  relief.  A 
short  time  after,  he  left  his  ofBee  in  company  with  a  gentle- 
man who  had  been  present  at  the  interview,  and  observing 
a  cai-traan  with  a  load  of  wood  on  his  cart,  he  asked  the 
price  of  it,  and  directed  him  to  take  it  to  a  certain  street 
and  number,  which  was  the  place  where  the  disappointed 
petitioner  resided.  His  companion  remarked  with  some 
surprise,  "  Did  you  not  say  that  you  intended  to  make  some 
inquiry  about  her  V  "  "While  I  should  have  been  inquiring 
about  the  matter,  the  poor  woman  might  have  frozen  to 
death."  Indeed,  the  benignity  of  his  countenance,  the 
kindness  of  his  manner,  and  the  ease  and  cheerfulness  with 
which  he  rendered  assistance,  gave  additional  grace  to  his 
acts  of  charity. 

But  there  is  one  important  circumstance,  in  reference  to 
this  point,  which  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed.  The  plain- 
ness and  simplicity  of  his  habits,  in  drees,  in  furniture,  and 
his  whole  mode  of  living— his  separation  from  the  pomps 
and  vanities  of  the  world,  and  his  entire  freedom  from  all 
ostentatious  and  expensive  tastes,  left  him  an  ample  fund 
for  the  free  and  liberal  mdulgence  of  those  benevolent  feel- 
ings which  God  had  inspired,  thus  furnishing  a  happy 
exemplification  of  those  beautiful  lines  : 

"  For  what  his  oliarlty  impiurs, 
He  saTOs  by  prudence  m  afihirs," 

The  union  of  so  many  excellences   of  character,  with 
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strong  natural  powers  and  rnvicli  acquired  knowledge,  will 
easily  account  for  the  great  coMideratioa  and  iniluence 
which  he  obtained  in  society.  Snch  was  the  confidence, 
both  ia  his  integrity  and  judgment,  that  he  was  absolutely 
oppressed  by  the  weight  of  his  public  and  private  trusts. 
He  was  connected  with  a  gi-eat  number  of  mercantile, 
literary,  benevolent,  and  religious  institutions,  in  all  of 
which  he  was  active  and  useful,  and  in  some  enjoyed  an 
undisputed  pre-eminence.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Lyceum  and  Horticultural  Society,  a  tnietee  of  the 
General  Theological  Seminary,  a  warden  of  St.  Andrew's 
Church,  Harlem,  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church,  Kew 
York,  president  of  the  German  Society,  the  Mechanics' 
Society,  and  the  Mechanics'  Bant.  To  the  interests  of  the 
last  institution  ho  applied  the  whole  energies  of  his  mind, 
and  with  so  much  effect  as  to  have  twice  delivered  it  from 
serious  emban-assments,  if  not  from  greater  evils ;  but,  alas ! 
it  is  to  he  feared,  at  the  expense  of  health  and  the  abridg- 
ment of  his  days. 

But  the  highest  distinction  of  this  excellent  man,  was  his 
deep  and  unaffected  piety.  At  &e  early  age  of  seventeen 
years,  he  consecrated  at  the  altar  his  body  and  soul  to  the 
service  of  God;  and  neither  the  engagements,  of  business, 
nor  the  temptations  of  prosperity,  ever  diverted  him  from 
it,  but  he  lived  and  died  in  tlie  Lord.  In  his  personal 
character,  as  well  as  in  the  pmity  and  benevolence  of  his 
life,  he  was  a  faithful  follower  of  his  meek  and  lolvly 
Master.  In  the  bosom  of  his  family  he  was  an  instructor, 
example,  and  guide.  Each  morning  and  evening  all  were 
gathered  around  him  in  family  prayer ;  and  on  the  Lord's 
day  he  uniformly  devoted  a  portion  of  it  to  the  religious 
instruction  of  his  children  by  a  simple  and  familiar  exposi- 
tion of  the  scriptures. 

It  may  well  be  supposed,  that  such  a  pure  and  well-spent 
life  would  have  a  serene  and  peaceful  close.     "When  he  per- 
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ceiyed  that  his  death  was  approaching,  which  he  had  not 
expected  until  it  was  near  at  hand,  there  was  no  agitation 
nor  fear,  but  he  was  calm,  eabmissive,  and  resigned.  Like 
the  patriarch  of  old,  he  called  his  children  around  him, 
and,  beginning  with  the  youngest,  he  gave,  in  the  most 
affecting  and  impreesive  manner,  to  each  one  of  them, 
according  to  their  respective  dispositions,  characters,  and 
habits,  the  admonition,  counsel,  or  encouragement,  which 
was  appropriate  to  the  ease  ;  and  shortly  after,  with  a  hope 
fuU  of  immorfahty,  he  sank  away  easily  and  gently,  and 
slept  in  the  Lord. 

The  old  friends  and  neighbors,  with  whom  he  had  been 
so  long  a^oeiated  in  business,  immediately  met  together  to 
express  their  deep  and  unaffected  grief  at  his  loss,  and  to 
testify  their  profound  respect  for  his  memory;  and  they 
gave  a  touching  instance  of  it  by  resolving  forthwith,  in  a 
body,  to  close  their  offices  and  stores.  In  this  feeling,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  thousands  participated :  "  Blessed 
are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord,  for  their  works  do 
follow  them." 
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Among  the  many  dietiiiguished  sons  of  New  England, 
she  has  none  worthier  to  present  to  the  rising  generation, 
as  a  model  of  imitation,  than  he  whose  name  famishes  the 
Bubject  of  this  biographical  notice — none  who  has  attained 
to  eminence  with  a  more  spotle^  character  for  integrily 
and  uprightness,  nor  who  discharged,  in  all  the  various 
duties  of  life,  more  faithfully  the  high  requirements  of  a 
good  citizen.  Self-educated,  and  emphatically  self-made, 
he  rose  to  influence  and  distinction  by  the  practice  of  those 
virtues  which,  in  all  time,  must  seeui'e  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  good.  He  rose  from  poverty  and  obscurity 
to  occupy,  and  worthily  to  fill,  the  most  honorable  stations 
ia  the  gift  of  his  feUow-eitizens  ;  and  if  a  long  hfe  of  great 
public  and  private  usefulness,  distinguished  for  honesty, 
industry,  sobriety,  benevolence,  and,  beyond  this,  an  en- 
thusiasm in  the  cause  of  education— of  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual culture  of  the  people — entitle  him  to  be  ranked 
as  a  patriot,  that  title  is  his. 

To  estimate  truly  the  merit  of  such  men,  we  must  trace 
them  through  the  stmggles  of  early  life— watch  them  in 
the  dawnings  of  success,  and  afterward  in  the  full  career  of 
prosperity.  Few  men  can  bear  prosperity  ;  and  fewer  still 
enlarge  their  sympathies  in  behalf  of  the  human  family, 
when  in  possession  of  the  means,  whatever  may  have  been 
their  intentions  in  the  acquisition  of  them. 

It  is,  therefore,  pleasant  to  contemplate  character  that, 
having  passed  through  all  the  vicissitudes  and  gradations 
of  fortune  and  station,  still  continue  ti-ue  to  themselves. 
They  ai-e  the  green  spots  in  life ;  are  honorable  to  humani- 
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ty,  and  fraught  with  wholesome  example  to  their  succes- 
sors :  of  a  high  elevation  in  that  class,  was  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Gideon  Lee;  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  in  the 
State  of  Massaehuaette,  on  the  STtJi  of  April,  1Y78.  lie 
lost  his  father  when  quite  a  child,  and  was  left  to  the  care 
of  his  mother,  of  whom  he  always  spohe  in  terms  of  the 
warmest  affection.  While  yet  in  infancy,  he  went  to  reside 
with  an  uncle,  a  farmer,  in  whose  service  he  discharged  the 
humble  duties  of  lool^ng  after  the  cattle,  and  was  employed 
in  such  other  occupations  as  were  suitable  to  his  strength 
and  age. 

Suffering  taught  him  reflection :— "  I  remember,"  said  he 
in  after  life,  "  when  I  was  a  lad  living  with  my  uncle,  it 
wag  my  business  to  feed  and  milk  the  cows.  And  many  a 
time,  long  before  light  in  the  morning,  I  w^  started  off,  in 
the  cold  and  snow,  without  shoes,  to  my  work,  and  used  to 
think  it  a  luxwry  to  warm  my  frozen  feet  on  the  spot  just 
before  occupied  by  the  animal  I  had  roiBed.  It  taught  me 
to  reflect,  and  to  consider  possibilities ;  and  I  remember 
asking  myself,  Is  it  not  possible  for  me  to  better  my  con- 
dition ?" 

After  remaining  some  time  under  the  care  and  in  the 
employment  of  his  uncle,  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  tanning 
and  8hoemakmg,~-it  being  the  practice  then  to  conduct 
both  branches  by  the  same  person— working  at  the  former 
in  the  summer,  and  at  the  latter  during  the  winter  months. 
His  genius,  however,  seemed  better  adapted  to  the  tanning, 
for  which  department  of  the  business  he  always  retained  a 
strong  partiality.  Up  to  this  period  his  opportunities  for 
acquu-ing  knowledge  were  extremely  limited :  a  few  weeks 
schooling  during  the  winter,  and  such  books  as  accidentally 
fell  in  his  way,  were  all  the  means  vouchsafed  to  him. 
After  learning  his  trade,  or  trades,  he  commenced  busineaa 
on  his  own  account,  in  the  town  of  Worthington,  Mass^ 
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and  Ijy  his  indiistrj'  and  stiict  attention  to  it,  soon  won  tho 
regard  and  confidence  of  hia  neighbors.  He  was  enabled 
to  obtain  credit  for  the  purchase  of  leather,  whicli  he  mann- 
factared  into  shoes,  always  paying  promptly  for  it  at  the 
period  he  had  agreed.  The  first  hundred  dollars  he  eanied, 
and  that  he  could  honestly  call  his  own,  he  appropriated  to 
educating  himself  at  the  Westjleld  Aoaderny ;  and  when 
that  sum  was  exhausted,  he  again  betook  himself  to  his 
labor.  His  diligence  and  application  were  remarkable, 
usually  working  sixteen  houi-s  out  of  the  twenty-four.  An 
anecdote,  which  he  used  to  relate  of  himself  at  this  period, 
is  worthy  of  being  told,  as  illustrating  two  traits  in  Mr. 
Lee's  character,  which  adhered  to  him  through  life ;  his 
great  industry,  and  his  resolution.  He  had  "  made  a  bar- 
gain with  himself,"  as  he  expressed  it,  to  "  labor  each  day 
a  certain  number  of  hours,  and  nothing  but  sickness  or  in- 
ability should  make  him  break  the  contract.  It  was  known 
to  my  young  friends  in  the  neighborhood,  and  on  some 
convivial  occasion,  a  quilting  frolic,  I  believe,  they  came 
to  my  shop  and  compelled  me  to  leave  my  work  and  go 
with  them ;  there  being  girls  also  in  the  deputation,  my 
gallantry  could  not  resist,  I  lost  ray  night's  rest  in  conse- 
quence, for  the  morning  sun  found  me  at  work,  redeeming 
the  lost  time."  After  gratifying  his  friends  by  spending 
the  evening  in  their  Bociety,  he  returned  to  the  shop  to 
gratify  himsdfy  by  not  violating  his  faith. 

The  great  points  in  Mr.  Lee's  character  developed  them- 
selves early.  They  were  a  strong  love  for,  and  veneration 
of,  truth — a  high  sense  of  honor,  an  independent  and  la- 
boiious  mind  as  well  as  body,  a  heart  that  embraced  in  its 
charities  the  physical  and  moral  welfare  of  his  fellows, 
punctuality  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties,  a  love  of 
order  and  of  system,  and  au  indomitable  perseverance  in 
accomplishing  whatever  measure  he  undeiiook,  first  care- 
fully investigatmg  and  discerning  its  propriety  or  useful- 
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ness;  these  characteristics  distinguished  his  whole  course 
through  life. 

After  prosecuting  his  busiuess  for  some  time  in  the  man- 
ner detailed,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Hubbard ; 
snb8ec[ueiitly  tliey  wei'e  burned  out,  aud  he  lost  what  httle 
property  he  had  accumulated.  He  then  dissolved  with  his 
partner,  and  removed  to  the  city  of  New  York.  But  before 
establishing  himself  permanently  there,  he  made  a  voyage 
to  St.  Marys,  Georgia,  taking  with  him  some  small  ventures 
of  leather,  and  accompanying  a  party  who  went  out  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  live-oak  timber  for  the  United  States 
navy. 

While  there  he  was  seized  with  the  fever  of  the  country, 
from  the  eifects  of  which  he  never  entirely  recovered.  It 
undermined  his  health,  and  so  shattered  his  constitution, 
that,  during  the  whole  of  his  subseq^uent  life,  he  constantly 
maintained  a  vigilant  guard  on  his  living,  regulating  his 
food,  apparel,  and  exercise  with  the  greatest  exactness,  and 
watching  the  thermometer  of  his  feelings  and  the  weather, 
with  as  much  care  as  the  mariner  does  his  compass.  The 
adventure  to  St.  Marys  not  proving  a  profitable  one,  he  de- 
termined, after  remaining  there  one  winter,  to  return  to 
New  York.  Xhe  vessel  in  which  he  took  passage  for  home 
was  wj'ecked  off  Cape  Fear,  and  he  barely  saved  himself 
with  the  few  clothes  he  had  on.  Accompanied  by  a  faith- 
ful fiiend  named  Smith,  who  had  nursed  him  while  sick  at 
St.  Marys,  he  had  no  other  means  of  getting  to  the  north 
than  to  trudge  it  on  foot.  The  journey  was  a  most  tedious 
and  dismal  one ;  several  days  of  it  were  through  the  pine 
barrens  of  North  Carolina,  not  meeting  with  a  house  in  a 
day's  travel.  Smith  was  a  brother  Yankee,  and  bore  the 
hardships  with  great  courage  and  good  humor.  Mr.  Lee 
used  to  relate  an  anecdote  of  bim,  illustrating  this  latter 
trait,  as  well  as  the  dismal  character  of  the  country  through 
which  they  were  traveling.     "  One  day,"  said  he,  "  we  had 
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been  tnitlging  along,  nothing  to  be  seen  but  the  pitch-pine 
forests,  before,  and  behind,  and  on  both  sides  of  us  ;  shoes 
worn  out,  and  our  feet  bleeding,  myself  before,  and  Smith 
following  after ;  neither  of  tis  had  exchanged  a  word  for 
some  time,  when  Smith  suddenly  spoke  out  in  Lis  naeal 
twang— ' Mr.  Lee !'  'Well,  Smith,  well,  what  is  it?'  'I 
wish  I  could  hear  it  thunder !'  '  Hear  it  thunder !  why  do 
you  wish  80  V  '  Because  they  say  thtmder  ia  God's  voice, 
and  if  I  could  only  hear  it  thunder  I  should  know  I  was  on 
God's  earth  ;  as  it  is  now,  I  don't  know  where  I  am.'  " 

He  suffered  much  on  this  pedestrian  journey ;  and  before 
reaching  Kew  York,  his  money,  the  little  that  he  had,  was 
exhausted.  The  independence  and  sturdiness  of  his  char- 
acter manifested  itself  on  an  occasion  toward  the  latter  part 
of  his  travel,  when  wanting  a  supper  and  night's  lodging, 
and  no  money  to  pay  for  them.  He  knocked  at  the  door 
of  a  farmer,  and,  after  explaining  his  circumstances,  he 
proposed  to  chop  enough  wood  to  pay  for  his  meal  and 
lodging ;  which,  being  assented  to  by  the  farmer,  he  went 
to  work  and  earned  what  his  pride  forbade  Mm  to  accept 
as  a  charity. 

In  the  year  1807,  Mr.  Lee  married  the  daughter  of  Major 
Samuel  BufSngton,  of  Worthington,  Mass.,  a  distinguished 
soldier  of  the  Eevolution,  and  shortly  after  established  him- 
self in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  business  in  which  he 
ultimately  became  so  succesaful  and  eminent.  He  com- 
menced in  a  little  wooden  shanty,  in  Ferry-street,  still 
standing,  which  he  called  "  Fort  Lee ;"  where,  as  he  ex- 
pressed it,  he  "  entrenched  himself"  The  custom  among 
the  leather-dealers  at  that  day  was  to  sell  on  book  account, 
and  have  annual  settlements ;  he  adopted  a  different  plan, 
and  instead  of  selling  on  accoimt,  he  sold  at  lower  prices, 
and  took  notes  payable  in  bank.  This  was  an  innovation  on 
an  ancient  custom,  that  was  looked  on  with  disfavor  by  his 
neighbors — a  revolution  that  they  stoutly  i-^isted.     Bnt, 
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aided  by  being  appointed  agent  for  an  extensive  tanning 
establishment,  styled  tlie  "Hampshire  Leather  Mamifac- 
toiy,"  he  overcame  all  opposition,  and  laid  the  foundation, 
in  the  city  of  New  Tort,  for  a  branch  of  domestic  industry 
■which  speedily  rivaled  the  other  Atlantic  cities.  His  punc- 
tuality in  the  payments,  and  the  indnstiy  and  fidelity  with 
which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  the  agency,  won  the  con- 
fidence of  the  gentlemen  who  were  the  managers  of  the 
company,  and  contributed  to  give  him  a  credit  and  stand- 
ing which  otherwise  might  have  taken  years  to  obtain. 
His  prudence  and  economy  enabled  him  to  accumulate 
means  for  enlarging  his  business ;  and,  but  for  feeble  health, 
the  future  to  him  was  a  bright  path  of  success. 

In  the  year  181S,  Mr.  Lee  experienced  a  severe  domestic 
affliction,  in  the  death  of  his  wife.  She  was  a  woman  of 
most  exemplary  character,  of  gi'eat  pnidence,  intelligence, 
and  Judgment,  and  in  all  matters  of  importance  shared  in 
his  counsels  and  confidence, 

In  the  fall  of  1822,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  legislature, 
;where  he  distingu^hed  himself  by  his  close  application  to 
the  business  of  the  house,  being  seldom  out  of  his  place 
while  it  was  in  session.  On  the  adjournment  of  the  legisla- 
ture, Mr.  Lee  immediately  retm'ned  to  Lis  business,  and 
devoted  himself  to  it  with  his  usual  assiduity ;  his  advent 
into  political  life  producing  no  other  efiect  upon  his  habits 
and  mode  of  living,  than  for  the  time  interrupting  them. 
On  retiring  from  the  legislatm-e,  in  the  spiing  of  1823,  Mr. 
Lee  was  married  to  Isabella  "Williamson,  daughter  of  the 
Eev.  David  Williamson,  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland. 

In  1825,  he  was  drawn  into  notoriety  by  his  proceedings, 
in  conjunction  with  his  partner.  Shepherd  Knapp,  and  the 
late  Elisha  W.  King,  in  procuring  an  injunction  against 
the  Tradesmens'  Bank.  The  popular  feeling  ran  high  for 
the  moment,  and  Mr,  Lee  and  his  coadjutors  asked  a  sus- 
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pension  of  public  opinion  for  a  few  days ;  bat  the  rapid 
events  of  those  few  daja  forniahed,  without  a  solution  trom 
them,  a  history  of  the  facts.  The  celebrated  "  consjiiracy 
trials"  revealed  the  true  situation  of  tlie  bank  (which  waa 
only  saved  from  total  rain  by  the  course  pursued),  and  also 
exposed  the  rottenness  of  many  other  institutions  which  had 
crumbled  to  pieces  in  the  general  wreck.  His  resolution 
and  firmness  on  that  occasion  merited  and  received  the  ap- 
plause of  hia  fellow- citizen s ;  and  it  was  an  act  that  he 
looked  back  upon,  in  after  life,  with  sentiments  of  satisfac- 
tion and  pride. 

In  1833,  Mr.  Lee  was  elected  mayor  of  New  York, 
having  previously  served  several  years  in  the  capacity  of 
alderman.  While  discharging  the  duties  of  the  mayor- 
alty, he  withdrew  entirely  from  active  paiiicipation  in  man- 
aging the  business  of  his  house,  and  devoted  all  his  time 
and  abilities  to  the  public  service.  It  is  not  om'  intention 
to  speak  of  those  services ;  they  ai'e  on  record.  It  was  a 
maxim  with  him,  that  "  whatever  was  worth  doing  at  all, 
was  worth  doing  well."  "We  notice,  however,  in  the  an- 
nual communications  which  it  was  his  duty  to  make  to  the 
common  council,  that  he  never  failed  calling  their  attention 
to  the  subject  of  education  ;  it  was  a  theme  on  which  he 
never  tii-ed.  His  courage  and  energy  in  suppressing  the 
"  Election  Kiols,"  in  the  spring  of  1834,  at  which  time  an 
attack  WIS  made  on  the  State  arsenal,  is  still  fresh  in  our 
memory.  In  the  fall  of  183i,  Mr.  Lee  found  it  necessary 
to  return  to  his  butanc^s,  having  previously  declined  a  re- 
election to  the  mayoialty;  and  from  this  period,  he  con- 
templated letirmg  trom  mercantile  pui-suits ;  accordingly, 
he  set  to  work  winding  up  the  affairs  of  hia  house.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  the  fall  of  1836,  that  he  felt  himself  in 
a  situation  to  retire  from  its  management.  He  then  again 
entered  into  public  life,  and  represented  the  city  of  New 
York  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Congress ;  and  was  there  distin-  ■ 
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guisiied,  aa  he  had  been  in  every  other  station,  for  his  busi- 
ness habits,  for  close  attention  to  the  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents, and,  wo  might  also  aay,  for  making  short  speeches. 
He  found  influence  and  consideration  with  the  House, 
rather  by  the  frankness,  honesty,  and  modesty  of  his  de- 
portment, than  by  windy  speeches,  intanded  for  far  different 
autUences.  His  political  life  may  be  said  to  have  ended 
with  the  termination  of  the  session,  with  an  exception.  He 
was,  in  1840,  cliosen  an  elector  to  the  electoral  college,  for 
president  and  vice-president  of  the  TTnited  States, 

Shortly  after  his  return  from  Congress,  he  removed  to  the 
yillage  of  Geneva,  in  Ontario  county,  where  he  had  pur- 
chased a  beautiful  estate ;  and,  in  improving  and  adorning 
it,  and  in  the  education  of  his  children,  he  contemplated 
spending  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  carried  with  him 
into  retirement  the  same  active  mind  and  habits,  changing 
only  the  scene  and  sphere  of  their  action.  Indeed,  stimu- 
lated with  the  belief  that  he  had  regained  permanently 
his  health,  he  imprudently  overtasked  both ;  and  had  but 
barely  commenced,  as  he  expressed  it,  "  winding  up  his  end 
of  life,"  in  the  manner  he  had  so  long  and  so  ardently  de- 
sired, when  death  removed  him  from  his  labors.  He  was 
seized  with  bilious  fever,  accompanied  by  neuralgia,  early 
in  the  month  of  July,  1841 ;  and  on  the  21st  of  August 
succeeding,  was  gathered  to  his  fathers,  in  the  sixty-fonrtli 
year  of  bis  age,  and  in  nearly  as  many  of  usefulne^ ;  leav- 
ing to  his  family  an  ample  fortune,  the  honest  fruits  of  an 
industrious  and  well-spent  life. 

In  narrating  the  principal  events  in  Mr.  Lee's  Kfe,  we 
have  aimed  at  brevity  and  correctness.  But  there  is  a 
moral  to  be  drawn  from  the  history  of  such  a  character, 
and  it  is  a  useful  oile.  Mr.  Lee  had  obtained  a  reputation 
at  home,  and  a  name,  not  unfrequeutly  pronounced  with 
respect,  abroad.  Why  was  it  so  ?  Thousands,  born  to 
poverty,  have  died  in  the  possession  of  gi-eat  wealth  ;  thou- 
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Bands,  tbat  liave  firet  seen  tiie  light  in  oljscurity  and  ■wretch- 
edness, have  risen  to  eminence  and  high  distinction ;  thou- 
Bands,  whose  early  jeara  have  been  locied  up  in  intellectnal 
darkness,  have  attained  to  the  highest  i'ank  in  literature 
and  the  sciences.  These  instances  are  of  frequent  occnr- 
rence,  particularly  in  our  own  country ;  yet  they  do  not 
occur  often  enough.  The  instances,  after  all,  are  too  un- 
frequent.  When  we  look  around  us  and  see  the  countless 
opljortunities  which  everywhere  offer  themselves  to  the  en- 
terprising, the  industrious,  the  frugal,  our  surprise  is  ex- 
cited, not  that  a  few  succeed,  but  that  more  do  not.  What 
is  thei-e,  then,  in  the  history  of  Mr.  Lee,  that  entitles  him 
to  distinction,  and  from  whose  life  and  example  a  useful 
moral  may  be  drawn?  Much— very  much.  It  was  hia 
misfortwns  (if,  indeed,  it  be  one)  to  be  born  poor ;  it  was 
his  m&rit,  by  industry  and  perseverance,  to  acquire  wealth. 
It  was  his  mi^oriune  to  be  deprived  of  an  education  when 
young ;  it  was  his  merit  to  force  it  in  maturer  age.  It  was 
his  misfortune  to  be  without  friends  in  his  early  stniggle, 
to  aid  him  by  their  means  or  counsel ;  it  was  his  merit 
to  win  them  in  troops,  hy  conduct  that  challenged  all 
scrutiny. 

Ml".  Lee  was  a  true  republican ;  he  wanted  all  men  to 
stand  on  as  high  a  platform  as  he  did  himself.  This  led 
him  to  take,  early  in  life,  so  lively  an  interest  in  the  catise 
of  popular  education.  The  common  school  system,  which 
denies  its  blessings  to  none,  was  always  an  object  of  deep 
solicitude  to  him.  "  Education,  give  the  people  education, 
if  you  wish  to  give  them  morals ;  it  is  impoesible  to  acquire 
them  without ;"  was  a  frequent  exclamation  of  his.  When 
in  the  board  of  aldermen,  he  took  a  leading  part  in  pro- 
eming  the  enactment  of  the  law  by  which  the  tax  is  levied 
for  the  support  of  the  common  school  society.  His  course 
on  that  question,  and  the  exertions  he  made,  were  always 
agreeable  subjects  of  reflection  to  him. 
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Decision  and  energy,  in  caiTying  out  his  plans,  peculiarly 
marked  his  character ;  no  labor,  no  pains,  were  spared ; 
hut  all  movements  resulted  from  reflection  and  discussion. 
His  rule  was,  never  to  undertake  any  measure  of  imports 
ance  until  he  had  deliberately  weighed  and  canvassed  it, 
either  with  others  or  with  himself;  and  having  resolved, 
the  rest  was  action — no  looking  back,  no  vacillation,  "  I 
have  hut  one  life  to  live,"  he  would  exclaim ;  "  time  is  one 
of  the  few  things  that  cannot  he  pm'chased,  I  may  have 
come  to  a  wrong  conclusion,  but  I  cannot  go  back  now ;  I 
have  resolved,  and  I  must  advance."  His  mind,  however, 
was  ever  open  to  conviction ;  rarely  to  persuasion,  where  it 
ran  counter  to  his  judgment.  As  an  instance  of  his  de- 
cision when  he  commenced  business  in  ITew  York,  on  his 
return  &om  the  South,  his  health  impaired  and  feeble,  yet 
still  compelled  to  labor  by  the  strong  law  of  necessity — "  I 
remember,"  said  he,  "  one  day,  while  lifting  and  pihng  up 
leather,  my  strength  failed  me,  and  I  fell  on  the  floor.  I 
wept.  My  spirits  were  so  broken  by  the  thought  that  I 
must  die  in  the  day-spring  of  life,  and  leave  my  family  un- 
provided for ;  it  seemed  to  be  so  cruel  a  fate.  I  got  home 
and  sent  for  my  physician.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  sense, 
and  knew  me  well.  I  asked  him  if  he  thought  I  could  re- 
cover ?  '  Why,  yes,  if  you  choose.'  '  "Well,  I  do  choose.' 
'  Then  send  that  library  of  yours  to  the  auction — that  will 
stop  your  reading ;  eat  a  fresh  beefeteak  every  day,  and 
with  it  drink  a  glass  of  brown  stout;  buy  youi-self  a  horse,' 
'  Why,  doctor,  I  am  unable  to  incur  the  expense.'  '  Then 
die ;  for  die  you  will,  if  you  don't  do  so,'  I  sent  every 
hook  in  my  possession,  except  the  Eible,  immediately  to 
the  auction.  I  bought  an  old  horse,  and  lived  as  he  had 
directed.  I  did  not  suffer  myself  for  years  to  hok  into  a 
book,  nor  did  I  omit  to  take  my  exercise  each  day.  I 
gradually  got  better,  but  I  had  a  long  and  tedious  time  of 
it."    The  truth  was,  the  doctor  discovered  that,  what  with 
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iiis  thirst  for  knowledge,  and  his  laboi-ious  application  to 
hia  business,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  get  up. 

No  man  more  thoroughly  despised  trickery  in  trade,  and 
he  used  to  remark — "  No  trade  can  be  soimd  that  is  not 
beneficial  to  both  parties ;  to  the  buyer  as  well  a^  to  the 
Bellei'.  A  man  may  obtain  a  tamporary  advantage  by 
selling  an  article  for  more  than  it  is  worth  ;  but  the  veiy 
effect  of  such  operations  must  recoil  on  him,  in  the  shape  of 
bad  debts  and  increased  risks."  A  pei-son  with  whom  he 
had  some  transactions,  once  boasted  to  him  that  he  liad,  on 
one  occasion,  obtained  an  advantage  over  such  a  neighbor, 
and  upon  another  occasion,  over  another  neighbor ;  "  and 
toHlay,"  said  he,  "  I  have  obtained  one  over  you."  "  Well," 
said  Mr.  Lee,  "  that  may  be ;  bat  if  jou  will  promise  never 
to  enter  my  office  again,  I  will  give  you  that  bundle  of 
goat-skins."  The  man  made  the  promise,  and  took  tliem. 
Fifteen  years  afterward,  he  walked  into  Mr.  Lee's  oiHce. 
At  the  instant,  on  seeing  him,  he  exclaimed  :  "  You  have 
violated  yom-  word ;  pay  me  for  the  goat-skins !"  "  Oh !" 
said  the  man,  "  I  am  quite  poor,  and  have  been  ve.y  unfor- 
tunate since  I  saw  you."  "  Yes,"  said  Mr.  Lee,  "  and  you 
always  will  be  poor;  that  miserable  desire  for  overreaching 
others,  must  ever  keep  you  so." 

Mr.  Lee,  for  many  years,  resided  at  his  country-seat  in 
Bloomingdale.  In  the  rage  for  speculations  in  real  estate, 
he  was  importuned  to  sell  his  place  ;  he  named  a  pi-ice  for 
it  to  a  friend,  who  immediately  purchased  it ;  the  sum  was 
not  the  half  of  what  he  readily  could  have  obtained.  He 
was  much  annoyed  by  the  remarks  of  gentlemen,  who 
spoke  to  him  on  the  subject.  "  I  asked,"  said  he,  "  for  it, 
what  it  has  cost  me ;  it  is  aU  that  the  place  is  intrinsically 
worth,  and  I  am  satisfied.  I  have  acc[uired  what  property 
I  pcffise^,  in  fair  legitimate  trade ;  I  have  no  desire  here- 
■  after  to  be  reproached  with  having  participated  in  the 
speculations  now  going  on.     Some  one  must  lose  money  by 
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them  ;  it  shall  never  be  said  any  of  it  went  into  my  pocket. 
In  ten  years  time,  and  perhaps  less,  it  -will  fall  back  to  the 
price  I  have  obtained  for  it." 

In  the  year  1834,  the  memorable  panic  year,  a  report 
was  put  in  circulation  that  his  house  had  failed.  In  allu- 
sion to  the  report,  he  remarked ;  "  I  commenced  business, 
when  poor,  on  credit.  I  thiived  by  credit ;  and  I  hold  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  sacrifice  my  property  down  to  twenty 
ahillinga  in  the  pound,  before  that  credit  shall  be  dishon- 
ored. I  have  carried  the  lactone,  and  I  cam,  do  it  again; 
but  I  will  never  suffer  a  promise  of  mine  to  be  broken, 
wMle  I  have  a  shilling  left  that  I  can  call  ray  own." 

Mr.  Lee's  devotion  to  business  did  not  spring  from  the 
love  of  wealth ;  he  had  no  ambition  to  be  called  a  rich 
man.  lie  set  a  proper  and  JTist  estimate  on  the  value  of 
money,  and  desired  it  as  a  means,  not  as  an  end.  His 
purse,  even  when  he  could  but  ill  afford  it,  was  ever  open 
to  the  well- authenticated  calls  of  charity ;  and  to  institutions 
intended  to  advance  the  progress  of  mind  or  morals  of  the 
people,  he  never  tiu:ned  a  deaf  ear.  Few  men  in  the  com- 
munity have  extended  to  young  men  so  liberal  and  sustain- 
ing a  hand,  or  who  have  established  so  many  in  business — 
no  petty  jealousies  in  his  trade — freijnently  remarking,  "  the 
more  that  can  be  supported  by  it,  the  better."  He  took 
great  interest  in  collecting  statistics,  in  bringing  to  bear 
upon  his  bnsineBS  the  "science  of  ti'ade,"  the  expeiimenfa 
and  investigations  of  philosophy.  Political  economy  was 
his  favorite  study,  and  in  all  his  operations  he  took  large 
and  comprehensive  views,  and  in  his  deductions  and  con- 
clusions looked  rather  to  principles,  the  condition  of  the 
nation,  its  measure  of  value,  its  consumption  and  produc- 
tive abilities ;  and  by  his  circulara  and  lectures,  dissemina- 
ting the  fi-uita  of  his  experience,  his  studies,  and  specula- 
tions. Whatever  he  deemed  worthy  of  reading,  was  well 
read;  his  books  are  filled  with  annotations  and  marginal 
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remarts ;  and  he  possessed  that  happj  faculty  of  ahstract- 
mg  his  mind  from  every  other  consideration,  and  bending 
till  its  energies  to  the  subject  which  for  the  time  engaged 
hJs  attention.  He  seemed  to  have  acquired  a  complete 
mastery  in  this  particular,  and  without  the  least  apparent 
eftbrt  could  change  it  from  one  subject  to  another  with  the 
utmost  facility.  His  perseverance  in  accomplishing  what- 
ever he  undertook  to  perform,  was  most  remarkable :  no 
labor  of  detail  or  tedioasness  of  research  balked  or  stopped 
him,  and  he  rarely  failed  in  aniving  at  the  result  he 
wished.  Much  of  his  success  flowed  from  the  pertmaoity 
with  which  he  prosecuted  his  plans;  his  order,  sysfem, 
division  of  time,  and  allotment  of  labor  and  exercise.  Each 
day's  work,  as  far  as  practicable,  was  planned  the  pre- 
ceding one.  In  fact,  he  made  "  life  a  business,"  every  hour 
having  its  appropriate  duties  ;  and  he  bo  lived  that  each 
night  found  him  with  the  business  of  the  day  finished. 
His  correspondents  were  punctually  answered,  his  papers 
regularly  filed,  and  his  accounts  (even  with  the  day  lar 
borers  on  his  estate)  posted  up  to  the  evening  preceding 
his  last  illness,  every  article  in  its  proper  place,  and  a 
place  for  every  thing.  Without  this  system  and  regularity, 
indeed,  he  could  have  accomplished   but  a  tithe  of  his 


Another  feature  which  marked  Mr.  Lee's  character,  was 
punctuality  in  his  attendance  at  the  time  and  place.  I"or 
many  years  he  rarely  failed  arriving  at  his  office  at  the  ap- 
pointed instant,  and  departing  from  it  also  at  the  appointed 
instant;  and  in  his  engagements  with  others,  they  never 
found  him  either  absent  or  behind  the  time.  An  hour  lost 
was  prodigality. 

In  his  dying  charge  to  his  sons,  he  enjoined  them  always 
to  "  fill  up  the  measure  of  time."  "  Be,"  said  he,  "  alwaya 
employed  profitably  in  doing  good,  in  building  up ;  aim  to 
promote  the  good  of  yourselves  and  of  society ;  no  one  caa 
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do  raiicli  good  without  doing  some  harm,  but  you  will  do 
leas  harm  by  striving  to  do  good ;  be  indnstiions,  be  hon- 
est." These  were  the  last  intelligible  words  he  uttered,  and 
were  as  charactemtic  as  they  were  worthy  of  him. 

Of  one  who  thus  lived,  it  will  create  no  sui-prise  to  be 
informed  that  he  was  prepared  to  die.  Death  did  not  find 
him  a  reluctant  or  unwilling  voyager  to  his  dark  domains. 
At  his  beckoning  he  laid  down  his  plans  and  cares  with 
cheerfulness  and  pious  i-esignatioa  to  the  Divine  will,  and 
sank  with  calm  dignity  to  his  last  repose,  with  a  grateful 
heart  for  all  the  blessings  and  mercies  he  had  experienced, 
"  Mountains,"  said  he,  with  expressive  energy,  "  moimtains 
of  mercy  have  been  piled  on  me."  And  in  reply  to  the 
question,  "  Are  yon  willing  to  go  f  "  Yes,"  said  he,  "  yes ; 
I  should  like  to  stay  with  you  a  little  longer,  to  finish  some 
work  begun  ;  but  if  it  is  the  pleasm'e  of  God  that  I  shonid 
die  now,  I  am  ready"  to  go."  He  died  full  of  faith  and 
hope  in  the  promises  of  his  Redeemer. 

The  lamp  of  life  of  such  men  can  not  be  extinguished 
without  casting  around  a  gloom ;  their  absence  from  society 
creates  a  void  that  must  be  ever  felt.  They  may  leave  no 
blazing  reputation  to  dazzle  or  astonish,  but  they  leave  one 
that  distributes  its  warning  and  invigorating  influences 
wherever  virtue  has  a  fiiend,  or  philanthropy  an  advocate. 
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The  busjiiesa  of  Marine  Insurance  in  this  country,  and 
especially  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  to  its  utility  and 
value,  and  the  great  profite  consequent  upon  its  able  ad- 
ministration, has  been  pretty  thoroughly  tested  for  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century,  in  the  history  and  great  success  of  the 
Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  Confessedly  at  the 
head  of  all  associations  of  the  kind  in  this  country,  and 
owing  very  much  of  its  past  good  fortune  to  the  able  direc- 
tion and  management  of  its  late  president,  it  seems  bnt 
fitting,  that  as  its  former  head — almost  its  creator— and  as 
identified  with  it  from  the  start — its  history  being  comprisec 
in  that  of  Mr.  Jones — some  permanent  record  should  be 
preserved  of  the  hfe,  labors,  and  character  of  so  valuable 
and  public-spirited  an  officer. 

Immediately  consequent  upon  his  decease,  it  is  tnie, 
warm  and  appreciative  notices  appeared  in  the  various  jour- 
nals, and  eulogistic  while  at  the  same  time  discriminating 
resolutions  were  adopted  by  all  the  important  public  bodies 
of  trade  and  finance  in  "Wall-street — as,  for  example,  by 
the  Board  of  Underwriters,  at  a  meeting  of  the  merchants 
in  the  Exchange,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Two 
meetings  connected  with  the  company,  the  one  of  the 
clerks,  and  the  other  especially  of  the  trustees,  ought  not  to 
be  omitted ;  for  at  the  latter,  among  the  resolutions,  occurs 
one  drawn  up  by  one  who  knew  Mr,  Jones  well,  and  judged 
him  acciu'ately,  which  we  are  happy  to  quote  as  the  justest 
character  of  the  deceased  which  we  have  read  : 

"  Resolved,  That,  by  his  carefol  adherence  to  the  modes 
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of  tj-ansacting  business  tested  by  experience ;  by  bis  dis- 
creet sanction  of  sncb  improvemenls  as  were  found  to  obvi- 
ate diSicnlties  and  to  supply  defects;  by  his  remarkable 
memory,  vigorous  energy,  untiring  industry,  indomitable 
'  carefulness  in  making  contracts,'  and  by  his  good  faith 
and  liberality  in  fulfilling  them,  he  has  in  om-  judgment 
earned  the  title  of  the  f^st  marine  underwriter  of  Jiis  age 
and  eounifry" 

Of  such  a  man  we  propose  to  exliibit  a  picture  in  Ibe  fol- 
lowing brief  sketch. 

Walter  Kestored*  Jones,  the  son  of  John  Jones,  a  highly 
respectable  member  of  the  well-known  Jones  family  of 
Queen's  county,  long  Island,  was  born  at  Cold  Spring, 
near  Oyster  Eay,  on  the  north  side  of  Long  Island,  at  Uie 
family  mansion,  which  is  still  standing  and  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  family,  April  15,  1793.  His  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Hewlett,  a  family  of  good  local  repute, 
belonging  in  religious  creed  to  the  Church  of  England. 
The  Cold  Spring  branch  of  the  Jones  family  of  Queen's 
county,  whcse  original  seat  was  on  the  south  side  of  the 
island,  whence  all  of  the  sons  of  William  Jones  emigrated, 
except  the  father  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Samuel  Jones, 
were  originally  independent  gentlemen  farmers  and  manu- 
faeturei-8 ;  some  of  whose  descendants  came  up  to  New 
York  and  entered  on  business,  in  one  department  of  which. 
Insurance,  several  of  them — as  John  D.  Jones,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company ;  Oliver 
H.  Jones,  President  of  tlie  New  York  Pire  and  Harme 
Insurance  Company;  Walter  E.  T.  Jones,  average  ad- 
juster, and  W.  Townsend  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Atlantic 

•  Tta  middle  came  of  Mr.  Jones  hns  a  liistorj  worth  presorring.  An  elder 
brother  of  tho  same  aama,  having  met  hie  death  by  an  Hcoldent,  it  was  the  wish 
of  his  mother,  when  the  enbjaot  of  tlie  present  elietoh  was  born,  to  retain  the 
name,  for  which  she  bad  a  peeuliar  fondness;  henca  the  epithet  "Restored" 
vas  added  to  the  anginal  ChtisUon  name. 
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— with  others  of  the  femily,  have  won  an  enviable  repu- 
tation. 

The  reputation  of  that  brancli  of  the  family  which  came 
directly  from  Sonth  Oyster  Bay  was  eminently  legal,  and  in 
a  degree  political,  Coopef,  the  novelist,  remarks  of  the 
family  :  "  The  Jones  family  has  now  furnished  legislators 
and  jurists  to  the  colony  and  State  more  than  a  century." 

It  inclnded — to  mention  -only  the  very  prominent  names 
— Judges  David  and  Thomas  Jones,  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  colony  of  New  Tor^  ;  the  elder  Samuel  Jones,  the 
compeer  of  Hamilton  and  Burr,  and  HaiTison  and  Living- 
ston ;  Samuel  Jones,  his  son,  cliancellor  and  chief-justice — 
fully  equal  to  the  reputation  of  his  father,  and  by  some 
thought  to  have  transcended  it ;  and  David  8.  Jones,  his 
youngest  brother,  a  worthy  son  of  so  illustrious  a  parent, 
and  as  a  lawyer  most  able,  if  not  as  eminent  as  his  brother ; 
Major  William  Jones ;  Mbort  Herring  Jones,  most  up- 
right and  acceptable  to  their  constituents  in  the  State  sen- 
ate and  legislature  ;  and  of  the  ancient  Ployd  Jones  family, 
General  Henry  I'loyd  Jones:  and  his  nephew  David,  liieli- 
ard  Floyd  Jones,  in  both  houses  of  the  State  legislature, 
and  Elbert  Floyd  Jones  in, the  lower.  The  father  of  Mr. 
Jones,  John  Jones,  was  one  :of  the  seventeen  children  of 
William  Jones,  the  son  of  Major  Thomas  Jones,  the  first 
American  ancestor  of  this  very  large  and  respectable  fam- 
ily. Major  Jones  was  an  officer  of  the  English  army,  and 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne  Water.  At  the  ter- 
mination of  the  conflict  which  ended  so  disasti'onsly  for 
James  II.,  the  supposed*  Welsh  officer  came  over  to  this 
country,  and  finally  settled  near  South  Oyster  Bay,  on  the 
south  shore  of  Long  Island,  some  thirty  miles  from  Brook- 
lyn.    He  here  procured  a  large  tract  of  land,  some  five  to 

*  Wb  Bay  HuppcBSd,  beoauaa  tbe  Major  is  aaid  on  his  tombstoco  to  have  come 
from  SttabaQE,  in  IrEland,  wboncB  be  sailad  on  leaying  for  Amerioa,  after  the 
battJe.    But  bis  nnico,  character,  and  the  femily  traits,  are  all  decidedly  Welsh. 
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ten  fliousand  acres,  a  manorial  estate,  by  purchaBe  from  the 
Indians,  and  also  entered  into  whaling  enterprises  on  the 
coast,  then  a  profitable  business,  and  under  an  English  com- 
mission to  cruise  against  Spanish  property,  amassed  consid- 
erable property.  He  built  himself  a  bi-ick  house,  which 
stood  for  neariy  a  century  and  a  half,  and  which  was  pulled 
down  to  make  way  for  the  improvements  of  the  late  David 
S.  Jones,  the  then  muniflceDt  possessor  of  the  Massapequa 
farm. 

John  Jones,  the  grandson  of  the  major,  and  father  of 
Walter  B.,  with  his  brother-in-law,  Devine  Hewlett,  held 
in  common  important  water  privileges,  and  a  flour-mill,  at 
a  period  when  property  of  that  character  was  especially 
valuable— previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  and 
the  importation  of  "Western  flour,  and  also  during  the  epoch 
of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  under  the  re- 
Bti-ictive  influence  of  the  embai-go.  The  mill  was  coiwe- 
quently  kept  in  active  operation,  and  constituted  a  valuable 
property. 

The  subject  of  the  present  memoir  was  early  introduced 
to  the  world  of  business  and  the  life  of  a  great  commercial 
metropolis.  At  the  tender  age  of  eleven  years  he  came  up 
to  town  and  was  placed  in  the  store  of  his  eldest  brother, 
William  H.  Jones,  then  engaged  in  the  flour  business,  hut 
now  and  for  several  years  living  the  life  of  a  country  gen- 
tleman, having  brought  up  a  large  and  socially  useful 
family,  and  exercising  the  vii-tues  of  a  genial  hospitality, 
at  Eastwoods,  near  Huntingdon.  In  his  brother's  office  the 
future  underwriter  accLuired  his  first  insight  into  the  prin- 
ciples and  modes  of  business,  his  true  school.  A  few  years 
later  he  was  introduced  by  his  cousin,  J.  Jackson  Jones,  a 
son  of  his  uncle  Walter,  and  brother  of  William  Townsend 
Jones— an  accomplished  and  most  worthy  gentleman,  as 
we  learn  from  all  who  know  him— into  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Insurance  Company,  as  clerk,  where  he  be- 
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eame  remarkable  for  his  habits  of  method  nd  atr}  ai  1 
attention  to  bneine^,  laying  a  firm  basis  fo  h  s  fi  t  re  emi 
nence  in  a  province  of  insurance  reqnir  ng  ca  h  n  ace 
racy,  preeiaion,  and  promptnesa.  The  U  ted  Insurance 
Company  was  one  of  the  first,  if  not  absol  tely  tl  e  e'v !  est 
in  point  of  time,  in  !N"ew  Yorlt,  and  perhaps  in  the  Union, 
for  undertaking  marine  ri8li:8.  But  owing  to  novelty,  or 
ignorance  of  the  proper  mode  of  conducting  the  business, 
or  from  some  other  untoward  causes,  the  association  failed 
to  realize  its  objects,  and  it  became  emhan-assed  and  was 
discontinued.  At  an  early  period  of  his  career,  Mr.  Jones 
conceived  an  aversion  to  litigation,  of  which  there  had  been 
much,  both  unnecessary  and  of  a  vexations  character,  in 
the  early  insnranee  companies,  and  which  proved  in  the 
end  detrimental  to  their  interests,  and  served,  to  exclude 
customers.  Mr.  Daniel  Lord,  counselor  to  the  present 
company,  stated  in  his  speech  at  the  dinner  given  to  Mr. 
Jones,  on  the  occasion  of  the  complimentary  presentation 
to  him  of  a  rich  sei-vice  of  plate,  that  "  for  the  twenty-four 
years  of  the  administration  of  this  company,  not  more  than 
8Mi  lawsuits  have  occurred  to  it,  and  I  can  recollect  but 

In  1824  Mr.  Jones  was  elected  assistant  or  vice  to  Archi- 
bald Gracie,  President  of  the  first  Atlantic  Insurance  Com- 
pany, discontinued  two  years  after. 

In  conjunction  with  Josiah  L.  Hale,  Mr.  Jones  started, 
in  1S29,  the  second  Atlantic,  with  a  capital  of  $350,000. 
Of  this  new  association  Mr.  Hale  was  president,  and  Mr. 
Jones  vice-president.  This  company  pursued  a  successful 
career,  and  continued  its  operations  until  July,  1842,  when 
the  old  stock  company  was  discontinued,  and  a  new  com- 
pany organized  on  the  mutual  plan — that  having  gi'own 
into  great  favor,  and  become  the  popular  mode  of  conduct- 
ing insurance,  as  most  profitable  and  most  secure. 

The  present  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  first 
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went  into  oi^ration  July  1, 1842— Mr.  Jones  president,  Mr. 
Hal*!  vice-president,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Jones  aecretajy— and 
ma.y  be  considered,  without  invidioiia  contrast,  as  the  lead- 
ing marine  insurance  company  of  the  country.  Its  history 
and  that  of  Mr.  Jones  are  identical ;  he  was  bound  up  in 
it,  and  chenshed  its  interests  as  personal  with  his  individual 
interests.  Its  prosperity  was  his,  and  he  felt  its  occasional 
losses,  doubtless,  as  much  as  any  of  its  stockholdei-s  or 
directors ;  and  ike  company  organized  by  bim,  watched 
and  guided  until  firmly  established,  and  its  business  sys- 
tematically arranged,  bids  fair  to  continue  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  in  the  Union.  The  large  insurance  building 
No.  51  WalUtreet,  at  the  comer  of  "William-Btreet,  was 
planned  and  erected  under  the  eye  of  Mr.  Jones,  and  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  his  worthy  associates. 

We  may  remark,  in  passing,  that  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  presidential  chair,  John  D.  Jones,  has  received  a 
most  thorough  education  for  the  office  he  holds,  having 
been  brought  np  under  his  xmcle's  eye,  and  with  his  char- 
acter and  career  before  him,  as  a  model,  for  a  period  of 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  centnry— having  the  assistance  and 
countenance  of  the  able  Board  of  Trustees,  composed  of  the 
most  influential  merchants  of  the  city. 

The  intense  labor  of  the  officers  of  the  institution  was  re- 
markable, and  fourteen  houra  per  day  are  said  to  have 
formed  the  regular  daily  labor  of  the  three  principal 
officers. 

In  January,  1854,  Mr.  Hale  was  obliged  to  resign, 
through  increasing  feeble  health,  and  physical  inability  to 
continue  his  ai-duous  laboi-g. 

As  a  proof  of  the  remarkable  prosperity  of  the  company, 
a  large  share  of  the  good  fortune  of  which  ie  to  be  attribu- 
ted to  Mr.  Jones,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  for  the  ten 
years  from  January,  1844,  its  annual  average  was  over 
thirty-three  per  cent.,  and  for  the  first  eleven-and-a-half 
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years  of  its  business,  tlie  total  amount  of  profits  was 
$6,092,571,  showing  an  average  of  $529,788  per  anniim. 

Previously  to  this  latter  date,  on  November  22,  1853, 
came  off  a  public  dinner  at  the  Astor  House,  which  had 
been  got  up  by  some  of  the  friends  and  busings  associates 
of  Mr.  Jones,  in  his  honor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  aclmowl- 
edging  their  sense  of  his  important  soi-vicee,  his  high  char- 
acter, surpassing  financial  talents,  and  social  virtues.  The 
presentation  of  a  magnificent  service  of  plate,  tastefully 
rich  and  elaborate,  was  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the 
occasion,  which  was  set  off  by  some  extremely  good  speak- 
ing. The  best  speeches  were  made  by  Mr.  Tileston,  who 
presided,  Kev.  Mr.  Osgood,  who  acted  aa  chaplain,  and  by 
the  guest  of  the  evening,  Mr.  Jones  himself.  The  foremost 
merchants,  bankers,  and  underwriter  of  New  York  city, 
made  up  this  select  assemblage  of  the  commercial  arktoc- 
racy  of  the  Union. 

In  conjunction  with  his  brother,  John  II.  Jones,  Esq.,  of 
Cold  Spring — a  most  able  and  intelligent  man  of  business 
— Mr.  Jones  held  an  interest  in  the  flourishing  manufacture 
thfere  caiTied  on,  originally  started  by  the  three  elder  sons 
of  Jolm  Jones,  but  of  which  partnership  Mr.  J.  11.  Jones 
was  the  active  and  enterprising  bead.  In  the  extensive 
whaling  operations,  the  two  brothers  were  the  main  capi- 
talists, and  the  last-mentioned  gentleman  the  leading  man- 
ager— the  other  the  chief  adviser.  A  brief  statement  of  this 
latter  department  of  Mr.  Jones's  labors,  may  serve  to  give 
an  idea  of  its  magnitude  and  importance.  The  business 
itself,  it  may  be  remarked  as  an  historical  coincidence,  is  a 
revival  of  that  originally  carried  on  by  the  founder  of  the 
family.  We  believe  there  now  are  {there  were  in  1848) 
eight  whaling  ships  fitted  out  from  Cold  Spring,  measuring 
more  than  three  thousand  tons,  canying  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  costing,  with  their  outfit,  about  $227,000. 
These,  instead  of  confining  themselves  near  our  coast,  from 
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which  the  whales  have  beeu  moBtly  frightened  away,  make 
longer  voyages  than  Captain  Cook  did  in  circumnavigating 
the  globe.  In  connection  also  with  Charles  H.  Jones—' 
another  and  a  favorite  brother — and  with  his  deceased 
brother  Josbiia  T.,  he  has  been  engaged  in  a  large  number 
of  mercantile  and  manufacturing  enterpiisea.  We  derive 
these  facts  irom  a  near  connection  by  marriage  of  Mr.  J.  H. 
Jones — the  father  of  the  present  incumbent  of  l3ic  presiden- 
tial chair  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

The  idea  of  a  life-saving  benevolent  association  origi- 
nated with  and  was  perfected  by  Mr.  Jones,  who,  by  dint 
of  arduous  exertions,  effected  an  incorporation,  ehai'tered 
by  the  Legislature,  March,  18i9.  This  was  the  result  of 
benevolence  and  prudence  united,  and  its  object  and  result 
was  the  salvation  of  life  and  property  to  a  great  extent. 
The  value  of  such  an  association,  with  its  objects  propa-ly 
can-ied  out,  was  and  is  very  great;  and  were  its  good  re- 
sults even  much  less  beneficial  than  they  have  been,  they 
would  he  still  worthy  of  the  applaase  of  the  philanthi'opist. 
Altogether  there  were,  two  years  ago,  some  twenty-seven 
station-houses,  with  the  comforts  of  heat  and  pix)tection*in 
winter;  with  life-boats  (galvanized  iron-boats  and  cai's), 
guns,  ropes,  &c.  On  the  !N"ew  Jersey  shore  there  were  four- 
teen stations,  and  thirteen  on  the  shore  of  Long  Island.  At 
the  present  date  we  learn  that  the  number  of  these  most 
valuable  stations  has  nearly  doubled.  A  nobler  project  for 
public  good,  a  more  humane  and  benevolent  association, 
was  never  incorporated. 

Mr.  Jones,  in  his  private  and  personal  character,  was  a 
kind  and  unpretending  man,  affable,  and  sincere.  He  was 
a  devoted  son  and  affectionate  brother,  and  a  favorite  uncle, 
the  only  domestic  relations  we  are  aware  he  held.  By  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  nephews  and  nieces,  and  all  their  con- 
nections, he  was  tndy  beloved.  Toward  hia  townsmen,  and 
relatives  far  removed,  and  whom  he  seldom  met  and  knew 
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but  slightly,  lie  was  always  friendly.  And  from  many 
sources  we  have  heard  the  same  invariahle  report  of  his 
liberahty,  in  affording  aid  to  deserving  objects  of  his 
bounty,  and  especially  a  Eoman-]ike  love  of  contributing  to 
the  support  of  all  plans  of  "  public  good." 

Originally  of  a  Quaker  family,  he  became  in  after  years 
a  regular  attendant  on  the  services  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  building  of  the  new 
church  at  Cold  Spring,  At  that  delightful  place,  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  regions  not  only  on  Long  Island,  but 
even  anywhere  in  the  State,  he  had  erected  a  noble  man- 
eion,  of  princely  extent  and  accommodations,  of  which  he 
had  not  yet  become  the  tenant  for  life,  when  he  was  sum- 
moned to  his  last  home  by  the  angel  of  death. 

His  health  had  been  precarions  for  some  months  before, 
indeed  ever  since  a  sti'oke  of  apoplexy  he  had  suffered ;  but 
he  would  doubtless  have  lived  longer,  perhaps  for  some 
years,  had  not  hie  mind,  anxious  with  the  cares  of  busings 
and  heedless  of  his  own  comforfe,  impelled  him  to  work 
when  he  was  physically  unfit  to  be  out  of  his  room  or  out 
of  his  bed.  Despite  the  counsel  of  his  sMlIful  physician. 
Dr.  ^Francis,  he  went  out  imprudently,  over-exertod  himself, 
and  came  home  to  die. 

He  died  April  1,  1855,  of  apoplexy :  he  was  dictating  to 
one  of  Ills  nephews  from  his  bed  in  the  moniing,  when  sud- 
denly there  came  a  pause,  which  was  never  filled  up.  He 
was  not  quite  sixty-two  years  of  age.  With  an  originally 
powerful  constitution  and  an  active  habit,  living  a  simple 
life,  and  always  occupied,  he  would,  it  is  almost  certain, 
have  lived  at  least  his  three-score  years  and  ten,  had  he 
allowed  himself,  as  we  have  remarked,  to  have  been  gov- 
erned by  the  prudent  advice  of  his  medical  friend. 

Sanguine  and  ardent  in  business,  he  was  a  moderate  and 
reasonable  man  in  his  views  of  life  and  conduct — altogether 
a  man  to  be  relied  upon  and  looked  up  to.    But  a  regard 
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to  the  conceraa  of  others,  foi'  which  he  was  responsible,  and 
a  strict  sense  of  the  duties  of  a  man  of  business,  overpowered 
his  sense  of  danger  or  consideration  of  personal  safety. 
Thus  he  fell  a  martyr  to  duty,  and  gave  up  his  life  literally 
to  the  cause  of  insurance. 

Wo  are  happy  to  he  able  to  quote  the  following  letter  of 
Dr.  IFrancis,  the  medical  adviser  of  Mr.  Jones  in  hia  last 
illness,  which  we  have  received  since  writing  the  above ;  in 
its  lucid  and  comprehensive  style  stating,  in  a  most  satis- 
factory manner,  the  causes  and  progress  of  the  attack,  and 
its  final  result : 

"New-  Yokk,  May  38,  1855. 

"  Deak  Sik  : — The  professional  reputation  of  the  late 
W.  E.  Jones,  Esq.,  was  long  known  to  me ;  my  personal 
acquaintance  with  him  was  but  of  recent  date.  It  was  not 
nntil  the  morning  of  the  'I'th  of  January  last  that  I  was  re- 
quested to  make  a  medical  visit  to  him  at  his  city  residence 
in  Murray-street,  on  accomit  of  threatened  symptoms  of 
apoplexy  and  palsy.  Aware  of  the  close  and  devoted  at- 
tention which  he  so  systematically  gave  to  his  responsible 
duties,  that  his  habit  of  body  was  of  inordinate  fullness ; 
that  his  physical  development  was  favorable  to  the  invasion 
of  acute  disease,  I  lost  no  time  in  obeying  the  summons ; 
and  upon,  my  introduction  into  the  siek-room,  I  foimd  Mr. 
Jones  in  a  state  of  cerebral  congestion,  with  loss  of  motion 
in  lower  limbs,  and  inability  of  free  artieulation  or  speech. 

"  The  indications  of  rehef  were  too  manifest  to  he  de- 
ferred. His  inordinate  fullness  of  habit,  and  approaching 
shortness  of  breathing,  left  no  time  for  delay ;  he  was  bled 
largely,  counter-irritants  applied,  and  the  ordinaiy  active 
antiphlogistic  means  pm'sued.  Some  mitigation  of  symp- 
toms soon  took  place;  but  a  vigorous  reaction,  with  in- 
creased tendency  to  a  recun-ence  of  the  same  alarming 
symptoms  which  marked  the  invasion  of  his  illness,  justified 
a  repetition  of  similar  measures  of  relief,  and  the  gratifying 
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3  was  soon  presented  in  the  returning  coiiBcionsrieaa 
of  the  patient,  with  improved  powers  of  articulation,  and 
especially  of  motion  in  the  lower  Kmbs.  Forebodings, 
however,  of  the  gravest  nature  aa  to  the  ultimate  i^ne  of 
the  case,  awaked  desire  for  additional  professional  advice, 
when  Professor  Parker,  of  the  University  of  New  Tort, 
united  with  me  in  consultation.  The  result  of  our  delibera- 
tions was  that  depletoiy  measnres  were  still  further  advisar 
ble,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  find,  after  two  or  three 
subsequent  visits,  that  Kr,  Jones  now  only  demanded  time 
for  recovery ;  nevertheless,  imposing  on  him  abstraction 
from  all  business  for  at  least  a  month,  and  exercising  on  hia 
part  a  wholesome  discretion  as  to  the  use  of  animal  food 
and  drinks. 

"  Tlie  better  to  secure  the  safety  of  his  improved  health,  I 
occasionally  visited  Mr.  Jones,  and  urged  such  cautions  in 
bis  modes  of  living,  his  oxerciae,  and  in  his  Kmited  appro- 
priation of  time  to  the  discharge  of  his  professional  tvasta, 
as  I  deemed  best  calculated  to  give  permanence  to  his  now 
renovated  powers,  both  mental  and  bodily,  and  in  this  view 
my  associate,  Dr.  Parker,  fully  coincided.  Mr.  Jones  was 
not  entirely  a  disobedient  patient ;  and  dining  one  portion 
of  the  month  of  March  his  official  obligations  seem  to  have 
been  discharged  with  his  wonted  regularity  and  capacity. 
But  it  was  evident  at  the  latter  part  of  that  month,  both  to 
his  triends  as  well  as  to  his  medical  advisers,  that  our 
patient  had  too  confidently  harbored  the  idea  that  his  con- 
stitution had  become  superior  to  the  renewed  assaults  of 
the  enemy  that  had  once  brought  him  to  so  critical  a 
condition, 

"He  persevered  with  maryelons  earnestness  in  all  his  se- 
vere and  multifonn  duties ;  his  many  and  accustomed  hom's 
of  business  were  filled  up  daily,  and,  forgetful  of  the  neces- 
sity of  that  repose  which  his  recent  sickness  and  prostrated 
nei-vous  powers  demanded,  night  itself  was  often  invaded 
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by  bis  cares  and  toils ;  and  on  the  seventb  of  tbe  ensuing 
month,  April,  after  uncommon  efforta  on  weigbtj'  duties,  be 
was,  towai-d  the  hour  of  four  in  tbe  morning,  again  seized 
with  that  attacli,  which  almost  immediately  terminated  bis 
valuable  life.  At  the  earliest  intimation  of  his  illn^s,  I 
hastened  to  his  bedside,  but  consciousness  bad  ceased,  the 
pulse  no  longer  beat,  and  he  was  to  be  numbered  witb  the 
dead. 

"  Thus  siiiTenderod  to  inexorable  physical  and  mental 
causes,  exercising  tbeir  preponderating  influence  on  a  frame 
of  body  peculiarly  susceptible  to  that  agency,  "Walter  R. 
Jones,  so  long  the  prominent  man  in  his  great  and  respon- 
sible voeatioii.  With  every  consideration  of  respect, 
"  I  remain  yours  truly, 

■'  W.  A.  Jones,  John  W.  FkAKCIS." 

His  funeral,  which  took  place  at  Trinity,  was  of  the  most 
imposing  character — from  the  array  of  disfinguisbed  per- 
sons, in  trade  and  finance,  many  old  New  Yorkers  and 
Long  Island  gentry,  that  were  gathered  together.  His  re- 
mains were  carried  afterward  to  Cold  Spring,  to  be  laid  in 
the  family  burying-ground.  For  Oold  Spring  Mr.  Jones 
had  a  peculiar  predilection,  and  he  was  rai'ely  absent  from 
it  over  a  week  (when  he  could  get  there)  for  many  years  of 
his  life.  As  the  home  of  his  boyhood  and  the  seat  of  his 
branch  of  the  Jones  family,  where,  too,  so  many  of  his  im- 
mediate relations  still  reside,  independent  of  its  picturesque, 
rural  beanties,  this  charming  locality  had  fascinated  him, 
as  it  must  any  one  at  all  similai'ly  situated,  who  pretends 
to  any  love  of  nature  or  feeling  for  tbe  beaaty  of  fine 
scenery.  Hilly  and  beautifully  wooded,  rich  in  streams 
and  water  prospects,  it  is  full  of  vai'ied  attractiveness,  and 
delights  the  eye  of  the  traveled  stranger  or  tbe  resident  for 
life. 

Mr.  Jones  was  one  of  the  worthies  of  Long  Island,  though 
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80  long  (from  early  boyhood)  connected  with  New  York 
city  as  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  her  denizens ;  yet,  as  he 
never  for  a  moment  lost  sight  of  the  place  of  his  nativity 
and  hia  mral  home,  as  he  visited  it  weekly,  bnilt  hia  noble 
mansion  there,  and  there  looked  to  end  his  days  in  peace 
and  domestic  happiness,  he  must  not  he  forgotten  in  the  list 
of  eminent  Long  Islanders.  With  the  distinguished  sons 
of  Long  Island,  in  the  different  walks  of  life — in  the  pro- 
fessions, in  art,  in  the  army  and  navy — he  mnst  ever  he 
associated,  and  his  name  must  be  added  to  the  hst  including 
Conckling,  Sandford,  MiUer,  "Wiekham,  Golden,  Post,  Sea- 
man, Mott,  Elias  Hicks,  Mount,  Rhodes,  Ilackett,  Sands, 
Woodhull,  and  Truxton,  whenever  the  roll  of  prominent 
Long  Islanders  is  called. 

In  person  Mr.  Jones  was  below  the  ordinary  standard  of 
height,  but  strongly  built,  and  of  a  full  habit  of  body.  His 
face,  Ms  person,  and  hia  presence,  denoted  energy  and 
vigor.  Forecast  and  vigilance  were  stamped  upon  his 
brow,  and  his  eye  had  a  look  of  penetration  that  scrutinized 
with  caution  every  application  presented  to  his  judgment. 
The  moderation  and  mUdne^  of  his  character  was  also 
marked  in  the  expression  of  his  face,  especially  in  the  com- 
pany of  his  friends  and  kindred. 

We  believe  there  is  more  than  one  good  portrait  of  Mr. 
Jones  by  Mr.  Shephard  Mount,  the  able  artist.  There  is 
also  a  life-like  bust  of  Mr.  Jones,  a  copy  of  which  has  been 
placed  in  the  eomniittee-room  of  the  company.  But  the 
excellent  engraving  of  the  head  on  the  bills  of  the  Marine 
Bank  will  preserve  his  features  to  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, and  be  in  that  Kght  more  universally  accessible 
than  the  best  bust  or  portrait  in  a  public  place. 

The  example  afforded  by  the  career  and  character  of 
Mr,  Jones  is  a  rich  heritage  to  the  young  men  of  our  coun- 
tiy.  Comparatively  a  poor  boy,  at  an  early  age  he  is 
placed  in  a  store,  and  has  to  make  his  way  by  dint  of  in- 
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dustiy,  perseverance,  integrity,  and  aU  the  easential  virtues, 
not  only  of  the  true  husiness  man,  bnt  of  the  truly  able  and 
gi'eat  man,  in  every  walk  of  Kfe. 

And  although  fortunate  in  having  for  his  instructore  his 
near  relatives  and  family  friends,  yet  he  was  by  them  simply 
initiated  into  hia  duties,  and  taught  the  elementary  routine 
of  business.  Most  of  all  remained  with  himself — earnest 
attention  to  his  business,  and  sti'ict  fidelity  in  all  that  con- 
cerned his  province.  He  was  hence,  it  may  b^  fairly  said, 
a  self-taught  and  self-made  man.  In  his  peculiar  walk,  he 
waa  admitted  to  be  without  a  rival,  and  for  the  point  of 
excellence  reached  by  him,  he  owed  almost  all  to  hia  self- 
training,  his  unflagging  zeal,  and  his  determination  to 
master  all  that  related  to  the  complicated  science  of  in- 
surance. 

The  same  CLualities,  too,  that  distinguished  him  as  a  man 
of  business,  marked  also  his  personal  character,  or  rather 
grew  out  of  it — earnestness,  sincerity,  kindness  of  hearf,  a 
strong  love  of  family  and  friends,  vigorous  energy  of  will, 
and  the  active  exercise  of  his  intellectual  powers. 

His  native  county  and  the  city  of  his  adoption  have 
reason  to  be  proud  of  the  man  who  placed  the  business  of 
insurance -on  a  more  stable  footing  than  it  had  ever  enjoyed 
heretofore,  and  raised  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany to  the  rank  of  the  first  marine  company  in  the  United 
States.  "While,  as  a  man,  the  interest  felt  and  the  faith 
reposed  in  him  by  his  family,  his  friends,  and  his  depend- 
ents, stamp  him  emphatically  a  model  for  those  who  come 
after  him,  in  all  the  relations  he  filled  so  worthily  through- 
out the  entire  com-ae  of  his  life. 
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SiiiuiiL  Appletoh  was  the  oldest  lueinber  of  a  family 
■whose  name,  during  the  last  half  centiory,  has  been  intimate- 
ly associated  with  the  prosperity  of  Boston,  and  with  all  of 
its  most  important  interests.  He  himself  might  have  been 
singled  out  as  a  model  of  what  a  merchant  should  be. 
AUke  high-minded  in  gaining  and  public-spirited  in  using 
his  means,  in  his  industry  and  liberal  enterprise,  his  scru- 
pulous uprightue^  and  lai'ge  beneficence,  he  was  one  of  the 
most  mai'ked  men  of  a  profession  which  inchides  within  its, 
ranks  so  much  of  the  energy,  enterprise,  and  talent  of  New 
England. 

Mr.  Appleton  was  a  native  of  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  and 
was  born  June  22d,  1766.  He  commenced  life  with  no 
advantages,  except  the  inestimable  one  of  being  trained  in 
chiidhood  in  the  home  of  judicious  and  excellent,  parents. 
His  father,  Deacon  Isaac  Appleton,  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected citizens  of  New  Ipswich,  but,  lilie  all  his  neighbors, 
was  subject  to  the  deprivations  and  hardships  of  what  then 
was  a  newly-settled  countiy. 

In  a  family  of  twelve  brothers  and  sisters,  Samuel  was 
the  third.  Except  such  instruction  as  he  received  at  home, 
all  his  opportunities  of  education  were  confined  to  a  few 
intermpted  weeks  each  year,  from  the  age  of  ten  to  sisteen, 
in  the  district  school.  He,  however,  made  such  good  use 
of  his  opportunities,  that,  at  seventeen,  he  was  himself  se- 
lected to  teaeh  a  school,  and  was  so  successful  that  during 
the  succeeding  winters,  and  so  long  as  he  was  willing  to 
engage  in  the  office  of  teaching,  his  services  were  in  great 
recLuest  in  his  own  and  in  the  neighboring  towns.     To  the 
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day  of  hie  deatH  lie  took  the  greatest  delight  in  recalling 
the  scenes,  the  fiieiidships,  and  the  laboi«  of  these  seasons 
of  school-keeping,  when  the  teacher  often  had  scholai'8  older 
than  himeelf ;  when  he  was  sometimes  obliged  to  be  a  hard 
stndent  at  home  that  he  might  keep  in  advance  of  his  piipils 
at  school,  and  when  his  sovereignty  over  the  young  I'epuh- 
licans  ahout  him  i-eqnired  tlie  exercise  of  prudence  and  self- 
control  as  well  as  vigor. 

At  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  joined  a  party  of  yoting 
men  in  settling  a  township  in  Maine,  the  conditions  being 
that  they  should  have  each  alternate  lot,  provided  they 
would  build  a  house,  and  clear  up  a  certain  niunber  of 
acres.  In  this  occupation  two  summers  were  employed, 
and  the  vaiious  experiences  of  frontier  life,  the  hardships 
encountered  with  the  hopeful  hearts  of  youth,  and  the  ex- 
pedients by  means  of  which  difEciilties  were  overcome,  were 
the  subjects  of  much  amusement  in  after  yeai-s.  But  labor 
on  a  fann  was  not  to  his  taste.  It  was  evident  that  his 
special  gift  was  not  for  handling  the  axe  and  guiding  the 
plow.  He  had  an  eai'ly  desire  to  become  a  merchant,  and, 
the  way  opening  for  acting  out  this  inclination,  he  entered 
into  business  in  the  country ;  first  at  Ashbumham,  in  com- 
pany with  Col.  Jewett,  and  afterward  at  New  Ipswich,  with 
Charles  Barrett,  Esq.  These  fields,  however,  were  too  nai^ 
row  for  his  ambition.  Li  1794,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight, 
he  established  himself  ae  a  merchant  in  Bwton,  and  from 
that  time  his  career  was  one  of  uninterrupted  and  honorable 
prosperity  and  usefulness.  In  1'('99  he  visited  England,  and 
having  formed  a  partnerehip  with  his  younger  brother,  Hon. 
Nathan  Appleton,  he  was  for  many  years  engaged  very  ex- 
tensively in  the  importation  of  English  goods.  At  a  later 
period  he  was  largely  interested  in  the  cotton  manufacture, 
which,  with  a  wise  foresight  of  the  future  industiial  wants 
of  the  country,  had  been  introduced  through  the  agency  of 
his  brother,  acting  in  connection  with  two  or  three  aeso- 
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ciates,  first  at  ■Waltham,  and  afterward  at  Lowell.  As  he 
grew  older  be  gradually  withdrew  from  businese,  and  at 
length  retired  from  any  actlye  participation  in  it.  But  he 
retired  from  business  only  to  give  his  thoughts  more  exclu- 
sively to  objects  of  kindness,  charity,  and  public  utility. 

One  of  the  beaatiful  traits  of  his  character  was  hiB  strong 
attachment  for  every  thing  connected  with  his  early  life. 
He  never  forgot  his  birthplace,  and  ife  interests  were  his 
interests.  In  any  matter  relating  to  its  general  welfare,  he 
would  have  been  very  sony  if  the  people  of  his  native  town 
had  forgotten  to  ask  him  for  his  aid.  Among  other  things, 
the  academy,  which  was  largely  indebted  to  his  liberality 
for  the  funds  which  have  placed  it  on  a  permanent  founda- 
tion, will  be  for  him  a  lasting  memorial.  His  early  friends 
never  lost  their  hold  on  his  interest,  and  there  was  no  part 
of  his  life  which  he  took  such  pleasure  in  recalling  as  he 
did  the  scenes  and  labors  and  struggles  of  his  youth.  One 
of  the  sure  tests  of  an  unspoiled  heart,  he  canied  through 
life  the  affections,  the  simple  tastes,  and  the  cheerful,  hope- 
ful feelings  of  his  earliest  years, 

A  sti'anger  on  seeing  him,  we  think,  would  have  been 
first  struck  by  bis  apparent  simplicity  and  open-hearted 
honesty.  It  was  in  his  manner,  in  bis  look,  and  in  the  tones 
of  his  voice.  There  was  no  mistaking  it.  He  was  an  hon- 
est man.  Without  subterfuge  or  disguise,  incapable  of  any 
thing  indirect  or  underlianded,  he  had  no  concealments  of 
his  own,  and  any  thing  in  the  form  of  a  secret  was  to  him  a 
trouble  and  a  burden.  He  knew  of  but  one  way  of  speak- 
ing, and  that  was,  to  say  straight  on,  the  truth.  It  was  a 
principle  grown  into  a  necessity  of  his  moral  life.  He  did 
not  know  what  else  to  say.  It  might  be  difiieult  to  utter  it, 
but  he  really  could  not  help  it.  And  so  out  of  the  simpli- 
city of  his  nature  his  yea  was  yea,  and  his  nay,  nay.  This 
was  allied  with  the  kindest  and  tenderest  feelings.  No  one 
felt  more  pain  in  giving  pain  to  another.     But  though  he 
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might  be  kind,  and  gentle,  and  tender,  he  could  not  help 
being  honest.  He  was  himeelf  so  thoronghlj  upright  that 
it  was  hard  for  him  to  doubt  the  honesty  of  other  men— 
and,  as  is  often  the  case,  men  were  really  to  him  what  he 
3xpcct«d  them  to  be.  Said  the  writer  of  thia  notice  to  him 
—and  the  answer  threw  hght  alilie  on  his  own  character 
and  on  the  character  of  merchants  generally — "  You  have 
been  long  engaged  in  business,  under  a  great  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  different  countries ;  what  is  your  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  honesty  of  mankind  ?"  "  Very  favorable," 
he  replied,  "Very  generally,  I  think,  they  mean  to  be 
honest.  I  have  never  in  my  life  met  with  more  than  three 
or  foui-  cases  in  which  I  thoiight  a  man  intended  to  be  dis- 
honest in  deahng  with  me." 

A  striking  evidence  of  his  character,  and  of  the  way  in 
which  he  himself  was  regarded,  occun-ed  on  the  only  occar 
sion  during  his  life  when  he  was  sued.  About  the  year 
1820  a  merchant-tailor,  named  Endicot,  died,  lea^ang  a  res- 
idue of  his  estate  to  a  Baptist  society.  Among  his  papers 
was  a  note  signed  by  Samuel  Appleton,  and  indorsed  by 
Ducoster  &  Mai-shall,  for  a  few  hundred  dollars.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  society  called  on  Mr.  Appleton  for  payment. 
The  handwritiug  was  so  veiy  like  his  that  it  was  imjMssible 
to  distinguish  one  from  the  other ;  but  he  refused  to  pay  it, 
declaring  it  to  he,  in  spite  of  the  resemblance,  a  forgerj'. 
A  suit  was  brought  on  the  note,  which  was,  in  fact,  out- 
lawed. He  would  not,  however,  allow  any  plea  of  thia 
kind  to  be  made,  but  steadily  denied  the  signature.  As 
the  indoreement  was  evidently  genuine,  and  no  other  person 
of  the  same  name  was  known,  the  whole  matter  was  envel- 
oped in  mystery.  This  was  increased  by  the  fact  that  he 
had  had  dealings  with  the  house  of  Ducoster  &  Marshall, 
as  appeared  by  his  books,  though  nothing  was  foimd  in 
them  to  confirm  this  note.  On  the  trial,  his  brother  was 
called  as  one  of  the  witnesses.     He  testified  tliat  he  could 
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not  distiogiiish  tlie  signature  from  Mr.  Appleton's  tand- 
wiiting ;  but  that,  as  he  himself  had  kept  the  books  at  the 
time,  and  his  brodier'a  notes  were  always  paid  when  due, 
aiid  there  was  no  trace  of  such  a  note,  it  could  not  be  gen- 
uine. IJ"otwithstanding  this  admitted  resemblance  of  the 
handwriting,  and  notwithstanding  the  charge  of  the  judge 
was  rather  against  the  defendant,  the  jmy  found  a  vet-diet 
in  his  favor.  Kr.  D.  Ellis  was  foreman,  and  he  stated  the 
verdict  was  founded  on  the  fact  that  the  jury  was  quite  sure 
that  Mr.  Appleton  would  not  dispute  the  payment  of  the 
note,  except  on  the  certainty  that  he  did  not  owe  it. 

Mr.  Appleton,  however,  was  not  satisfied  to  leave  the 
matter  here,  if  it  were  possible  to  unravel  the  mystery. 
Some  years  after  he  was  in  Italy,  and  went  to  Naples, 
where  Mr.  Degen  at  tbat  time  resided— the  gentleman  who 
was  assignee  of  Ducoster  and  Marshall,  and  had  made  the 
endoi-aement  in  their  behalf.  His  first  step  on  landing  was, 
not  to  visit  any  of  the  wonders  of  nature  or  art,  but  to  search 
out  Mr.  Degen,  who,  in  answer  to  his  inquiries,  stated  that 
he  perfectly  well  recollected  the  circumstance  of  there  being 
snch  a  note,  hut  that  the  signer  of  the  note  was  a  shipmaster 
of  the  same  name,  who  resided  in  Portland,  and  who  had 
been  dead  for  some  years.  Besides  his  memory  of  the 
event,  he  had  at  his  coimtiy-bouse  the  books  of  the  fii-m, 
and  on  examining  them  they  were  found  to  confirm  entirely 
Mr.  Appleton's  convictions,  and  to  show  the  reasonableness 
of  the  confidence  placed  by  bis  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens 
in  his  accuracy  and  integrity. 

Mr.  Appleton  was  the  artificer  of  his  own  fortune.  He 
was— what  so  many  who  are  described  as  such  are  not— 
essentially  a  self-made  man.  From  eariy  youth  he  had 
nothing  on  which  to  rely,  but  his  own  resources  of  mind 
and  character.  The  friends  whom  he  never  failed  to  find, 
and  of  whom  no  man  had  moi-e,  were  attracted  to  him  by 
his  own  merits.    If  o  one  owed  less  in  early  life  to  what  is 
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tenned  good  fortune.  Every  advancing  step  was  the  legiti- 
mate result  of  preceding  self  denial,  foresight,  integrity,  and 
cheerful  labor.  A  fidl  account  of  his  early  career  would 
be  a  hardly  lees  instractive  one  to  young  men  than  that  of 
Frantlin.  Nothing  could  furnish  a  better  commentary  on 
the  selfish  folly  of  those  who  think  that  they  do  well  to  be 
angry  with  the  world,  because  it  does  not  load  them  with 
prosperity  before  they  have  done  any  thing  to  deserve  it. 
He  was  an  accomplished  merchant,  hut  his  prosperity,^in- 
stead  of  being  accidental,  was  owing  to  years  of  persevering 
industry,  to  his  uprightness,  to  a  singularly  quick  percep- 
tion of  character,  and  to  a  native  good  sense  and  eoundncss 
of  judgment  which  would  bave  made  him  successful  in  any 
vocation  that  he  might  have  chosen. 

He  doubtless  had  the  New  England  love  of  success  in 
,what  he  undertook.  But  there  were  things  which  he  val- 
ued more  than  success.  He  valued  a  liberal  heart  in  his 
own  bosom,  and  an  nnreproachiug  conscience,  more  than 
he  did  money.  Mammon  was  never  his  god,  but  his  ser- 
vant. His  gains  had  on  them  no  dark  spots.  In  recalling 
tbe  early  years  of  mercantile  life,  when  habits  were  fonning, 
and  temptations  to  one  struggling  into  business  with  limited 
means  were  many,  it  gratified  him  to  remember  Ibat  he 
never  was  sued,  and  during  that  time  had  never  instituted 
a  suit  against  any  one ;  that  he  made  very  few  bad  debts ; 
tiiat  he  never  lost  a  good  customer,  and  that  of  the  many 
orders  given  him  to  be  fiUed  very  much  at  his  own  discre- 
tion, the  case  scarcely  occurred  in  which  any  complaint 
ever  reached  his  ear  of  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
executed.  He  never  sought  large  profits ;  he  would  not 
make  money  out  of  other  men's  necessities,  and  throughout 
life,  carrying  out  to  the  letter  his  notions  of  obedience  to 
the'law,  he  would  never  receive  more  than  the  legal  rate 
of  interest  for  what  he  had  loaned.  He  accumulated  a 
fortune  because  he  was  a  sagacious  and  accomplished  man 
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of  business,  and  not  because  of  any  grasping  passion  for  ac- 
cnmnlation.  On  the  contrary,  instead  of  the  lore  of  money 
growing  with  his  years,  during  the  latter  pai-t  of  his  life  he 
systematically  limited  its  increase.  Among  bia  papei-s  is 
one  dated  1823,  containing  some  resolntjons  which  he  hoped 
to  carry  out  with  more  fidelity  than  he  had  done  before. 
Among  them,  he  says — "  I  promise,  during  the  following 
year,  to  spend  the  whole  of  my  income,  either  in  frivolity, 
amusement,  public  utility,  or  benevolence."  Although  tlie 
last  object  is  introduced  so  casually,  those  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  him  will  underatand  how  large  a  place  it 
held  in  his  thoughts.  Another  similar  paper  is  found  for 
1828,  in  which,  after  saying  in  general  terms  that  he  has 
obsei'ved  men,  as  they  have  grown  old  in  yeai's,  growing 
anxious  about  property  till  they  have  geemed  to  thint  of 
little  else — and  wishing  to  avoid  that  state  of  mind,  he 
promises  that  dming  the  ensuing  yeai'  he  will  spend  the 
whole  of  his  income ;  making,  however,  with  the  careful 
forethought  of  one  who  meant  to  perform  what  he  resolved, 
tiie  single  reservation  of  so  large  a  part  of  the  dividends  on 
his  manufacturing  stoclis  as  should  be  reqtured  to  pay  any 
new  assessments.  How  large  and  liberal  were  his  ideas  of 
one's  duty  to  promote  tiie  welfare  of  others,  is  seen  in  the 
feet  that  the  amount  which  he  gave  away  during  his  life 
■was  scarcely  less  than  what  he  had  retained  for  himself. 

His  relations  with  his  kindred  were  always  of  the  most 
mteresting  kind.  Many  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  had 
large  families,  and  among  their  children,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  was  every  variety  of  fortune.  Having  no  children 
of  his  own,  he  adopted  into  the  circle  of  his  affections  tlie 
children  of  his  brothers  and  sisters ;  and  during  the  latter 
yeai-s  of  his  life,  no  single  thing  engrossed  so  much  of  his 
thoughts,  as  their  interest  and  happiness. 

In  1819  he  man-ied  Mrs.  Mary  Gore.  This  is  no  place 
in  which  to  speak  of  domestic  life,  but  it  may  be  said  that 
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while  happy  in  so  many  other  things,  he  deemed  himself 
t»  have  Ijeen  signally  blessed  in  this  relation.  There  never 
was  a  more  sunshiny  home ;  and  for  the  snnshine  which 
illed  it,  it  was  his  happiness  to  feel  that  he  was  indehted 
to  the  character  and  affection  of  the  wife  whom  he  loved. 

It  would  he  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  heautiful  old  age. 
During  its  last  yeara  he  was  confined  very  mnch  to  his 
room  and  to  his  chair ;  but  those  who  were  dearest  to  him 
were  always  near  him.  His  room  was  the  great  center  of 
domestic  attraction  and  enjoyment.  His  heart  was  so 
warm,  and  fresh,  and  sympathetic,  that  othera  felt  that 
their  pleasures  were  doubled  by  his  participation  in  them ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  he  could  never  enjoy  any  thing  alone. 
The  words  of  Ben  Jonson  described  his  habitual  feeling : 

"  Tliat  is  batbajf  a  joj,  ia  all  our  own." 

On  any  ailemoon  that  yon  might  vis  t  hmi  y  u  were 
likely  to  and  around  him  some  of  these  who  in  former 
yearn  had  been  engaged  with  hun  m  business  oi  his  kin- 
dred, or  the  young  children  of  his  old  t>  ends  f  r  his  affec- 
tionate nature  di-ew  the  young  to  bun  not  less  than  those 
who  were  more  advanced;  and  there,  too,  you  met  a  constant 
succession  of  peiBons  who  sought  his  aid  for  public  objects 
or  private  charities-  To  consider  and  meet  these  calls  was, 
indeed,  the  great  work  of  his  later  years.  He  held  his 
fortune  as  a  means  of  usefulness,  and  there  was  scarcely  a 
day  in  the  year  in  which  he  did  not  contribute  more  or  less 
to  some  benevolent  object.  He  of  course  exercised  his  own 
judgment  as  to  whether  he  would  give  or  not  give,  and  he 
carried  into  his  works  of  benevolence  the  same  good  sense 
and  clearness  of  mind  which  had  characterized  hini  as  a 
merchant ;  but  he  would  have  taken  it  unkindly  if,  in  any 
enterprise  for  the  public  good,  or  any  purpose  of  private 
charity,  he  had  been  overlooked  by  his  friends.    It  is  some- 
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times  an  ungracious  task  to  ask  men  to  contribute  money ; 
but  Mv.  Appleton,  whether  he  saw  fit  to  give  or  to  decline 
giving,  made  jou  understand  that  he  considered  you  had 
done  him  a  favor  in  letting  him  have  the  oppoi-tunity. 
He  not  only  gave  with  no  grudging  hand,  but  he  waa 
very  likely  to  add  that  if,  after  applying  to  others,  there 
should  still  be  a  deficiency,  he  would  like  to  be  called  on 
again. 

During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  made  it  a  mle  to 
spend  his  whole  income  every  year;  and  there  waa 
scarcely  any  public  enterprise  within  that  peiiod,  or  any 
work  of  utility,  or  any  charitable  institution,  or  any  effort 
to  promote  education  in  the  city  of  Boston,  to  which  he 
was  not  a  large  contributor.  Nor  were  his  benefactions 
confined  to  the  city  of  his  home ;  but  throughout  New  Eng- 
land his  name  will  be  permanently  connected  with  the 
'  charitable,  educational,  and  religious  institutions  which  re- 
ceived aid  fi-om  his  ready  and  large-hearted  munificence. 

But  that  which  characterized  his  old  age  more  than  any 
thing  else,  was  a  constantly-growing  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  poor.  He  regularly  placed  large  sums  in  the  hands 
of  physicians  and  others  who  were  in  the  way  of  seeing 
those  in  destitution,  and  on  whose  good  sense  and  good 
feeling  he  relied,  to  be  distributed  as  their  judgment 
should  dictate.  He  could  not  bear  to  think  that  any  one, 
whom  he  could  relieve,  should  suffer  from  want.  It  was 
Cecil,  we  think,  who  said  that  he  always  thought  of  the 
world  as  divided  into  two  heaps,  one  of  happiness  and  the 
other  of  misery,  and  that  it  was  his  purpose  to  take  some- 
thing from  the  latter,  and  to  add  something  every  day  to 
the  former,  No  one  ever  acted  more  habitually  on  this 
idea  than  Mi-,  Appleton.  With  the  habits  and  decision 
brought  out  of  a  struggling  and  energetic  manhood,  there 
were  many  things  he  could  resist;  but  a  poor  child,  or  a 
poor  man,  he  could  not  resist.     He  could  not  resist  any  tale 
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of  -ivant,  and  though  uttered  in  a  whisper,  he  heard  it  above 
all  the  noise  of  the  world. 

Those  were  the  only  unsatisfectory  days  to  him,  in  which 
he  had  not  done  something  to  promote  some  one's  welfare, 
or  fo  relieve  some  one's  distress.  And  all  this  was  done 
so  modestly,  so  kindly,  so  much  as  if  he  were  receiving  a 
favor,  that  the  manner  doubled  its  value.  He  gave  money 
to  the  poor  in  such  a  way  that  they  gave  him  back  their 
hearts.  He  bore  all  his  faculties  so  meekly,  his  manners 
were  characterized  by  such  an  inbred  com-tesy,  and  his 
good  deeds  were  so  simple  and  unalloyed,  that  they 
awakened  in  all  araund  him  kind  and  Mendly  feelings. 
It  is  said  of  Raphael  that  the  influence  of  his  genial 
and  kindly  character  was  such,  that  "  the  painters  who 
worked  around  him  lived  in  perfect  harmony,  as  if  all 
had  feeling  were  extinguished  in  his  presence,  and  every 
base,  unworthy  ti^ought  had  passed  away  from  their 
minds."  So  Mr.  Appleton's  character  seemed  to  create 
around  him  a  sphere  of  just  thoughts  and  kind  affec- 
tions. 

His  religious  views  and  feelings  partook  of  tlie  simplicity 
of  his  general  character.  Though  he  had  decided  opinions, 
he  never  took  any  strong  interest  in  CLuestions  of  controver- 
sial theology.  His  experience  in  life  had  taught  him  that 
good  men  were  confined  to  no  theological  party,  and  it  was 
bis  conviction  that  the  fandamental  principles  of  religion, 
in  spite  of  minor  differences,  were  received  by  all  sects. 
His  nature  was  not  speculative  but  practical,  and  religion 
with  him  took  a  practical  form.  He  thought  little  of  the 
words  and  much  of  the  substance.  Better  words  to  describe 
him,  as  he  appeared  in  his  habitual  course,  could  hardly  be 
chosen,  than  those  in  which  the  prophet  gives  the  compre- 
hensive test  of  a  light  life : — "  What  doth  the  Lord  require 
of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  hum- 
bly before  thy  God."     He  had  the  trusting  heart  of  a  child ; 
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and  the  practical  form  which  his  faith  in  a  spiritual  life  as- 
Bumed  was  touchinglj  illustrated  in  an  incident  that  oc- 
curred dui-ing  the  year  preceding  his  own  death.  A 
favorite  nephew,  to  whoni  he  had  bequeathed  in  his  will  a 
large  pi'oportional  amount  of  his  estate,  died  hefore  Mm ; 
and  hy  the  terms  of  the  will,  a  half-sister,  between  whom 
and  Kr.  Appleton  there  was  no  blood  relationship,  became 
entitled  to  these  bequests.  The  executor  called  Mr.  Apple- 
ton's  attention  to  the  fact,  thinking  that  he  might  ■wish  to 
mate  some  change  in  the  disposition  of  his  property. 
After  taking  the  subject  into  foU  consideration,  his  reply 
was :  "  If  in  the  other'world  there  is  any  knowledge  of  what 
is  done  in  this,  I  should  not  like  to  have  my  nephew, 
whom  I  so  loved  and  trusted,  find  that  my  first  act,  on 
learning  his  death,  is  the  revocation  or  curtailment  of 
a  bequest  made  in  his  favor,  and  which,  if  he  had  sur- 
vived me,  would  have  eventually  benefited  her  who  was 
and   dearest  to  him.      The   will  must  stand   as 


it  is." 

He  died  without  issue,  at  his  residence  in  Boston,  July 
12, 1853,  having  just  entered  on  the  eighty-eighth  year  of 
his  age.  Hifi  death  was  as  tranquil  as  his  life.  He  had 
always  dreaded  a  lingering  dissolution,  and  his  desire  that 
the  last  hour  might  come  suddenly  was  granted.  On  the 
last  morning  of  iiis  life  he  enjoyed  hia  usual  health.  During 
the  day  he  had  suffered  some  pain  and  uneasiness,  but  the 
remedies  applied  had  relieved  him,  and  he  said,  "  I  will 
now  try  to  sleep."  He  composed  himself  for  this  pm-pose, 
and  sunk  into  shunber.  In  a  few  moments,  however,  Mrs. 
Appleton  was  alarmed  by  his  louder  breathing ;  she  ran  to 
his  bedside  and  summoned  an  attendant.  He  was  lying  in 
the  same  attitude  of  repose.  He  was  sleeping,  but  "  the 
Bleep  that  had  fallen  upon  him  so  gently  was  the  sleep  of 
death  I" 

His  mind  retained  its  vigor  and  clearness  to  the  last,  and 
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np  to  the  closing  hours  of  his  life  he  had  been  employed 
on  thoughts  and  plane  of  beneficence.  The  sinking  sun 
went  down  through  a  twilight  over  whicli  collected  all 
the  beantj  of  the  day. 


Of  the  good  man  is  peace.  How  csim  his  exit ! 
Night  dewB  fell  cot  more  calmly  on  the  ground, 
Nor  weary,  wom-ont  winds  expire  so  soft." 

Mr.  Appleton  wae  one  of  those  men  -who  not  only  give  a 
character  to  the  community  in  which  they  live,  but  who 
create  its  character.  His  entei'priae,  tis  great  soundness  of 
judgment,  his  stainless  integrity,  and  his  liberality,  made 
him  one  of  tliose  standards  of  character  by  which  men 
around  measure  themselves  and  others.  Such  men  raise 
the  general  average  of  character  throughout  the  commu- 
nity. lUiheral  customs  and  underhanded  methods  of  busi- 
ness are  shamed  away  from  their  presence.  The  young 
honor  and  imitate,  and  those  who  are  older  take  a  heartier 
interest  in  whatever  relates  to  the  general  good.  We  are 
accustomed  to  speak  of  the  benevolent  acts  of  such  a  man, 
but  infinitely  greater  than  the  immediate  good  done  to  the 
recipients  of  the  charity  is  the  general  feeling  of  liberality 
which  such  acts  awaken  and  keep  alive  in  the  community. 
Three  men,  near  neighbors,  intimate  friends,  associated 
much  together  in  common  pureuits,  died  nearly  together  : 
Mr.  Amos  Lawrence,  Mr.  Eobert  6.  Shaw,  and  Mr.  Apple- 
ton.  "Without  detracting  from  the  merits  of  othei'B,  it  can 
not  be  doubted  that  these  men  stood  second  to  none  in 
their  liberality  toward  all  objects  that  had  a  bearing  on 
the  general  welfare,  and  that  any  reputation  which  Bc«ton 
may  have  was  owing,  in  at  least  a  fuU  proportion,  to  their 
character.  But  whatever  of  good  they  may  have  done  to 
.individuals  or  institutions,  the  greatest  good  came  from  the 
modest,  unpretending  uprightness  and  liberality  of  their 
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'lives,  which  showed  that  men  migiit  accumulate  money, 
and  yet  value  it  for  its  true  uses ;  whicli  gave  the  Tisible 
proof  that  successful  labors  did  not  req^uire  the  drying  up  of 
the  heart,  and  wiiich  estalilished  a  standard  of  large  aud 
wise  beneficence.  A  few  accomplislied  and  successful  men 
of  businees,  if  they  are  at  the  same  time  selfish  and 
sordid,  will  lower  the  whole  moral  feeling  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live.  And,  on  the  contrary,  if 
right-minded,  generous,  just,  living  for  othere,  as  well  as 
themselves,  they  elevate  die  whole  moral  character  of  busi- 
ness life. 

Samuel  Applefon  lefE  a  fortune  of  something  over  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars.  By  his  will  he  gave  to  his  widow  property 
valued  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  left  to  his 
executors — lion.  Nathan  Appleton,  "Wm.  Appleton,  and 
i]"ath.  A.  Bowditch — the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lar, "  to  be  by  them  applied,  disposed  of,  and  distributed, 
for  scientific,  literary,  religious,  or  charitable  purposes." 
The  residue  is  distributed  among  the  children  aud  grand- 
children of  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

There  are  many  who  are  liberal  after  their  deatii,  who 
give  wisely,  perhaps,  that  which  they  can  no  longer  retain. 
M.I.  Appleton  will  be  remembered  as  one  who  all  his  days 
made  use  of  prosperity  to  promote  the  welfare  of  others, 
whose  heart  grew  liberal  and  whose  hand  was  opened  wider 
as  his  means  increased ;  and  whose  unostentatious  course 
was,  from  the  beginning,  like  that  of  a  stream  through  the 
valley,  giving  fertility  to  the  whole  region  through  which  it 
fiows,  and  like  that  too,  hiding  itself  under  the  very  ver- 
dure which  it  has  nourished.  He  has  passed  from  this 
world,  followed  by  kind,  affectionate,  and  gratefiil  mem- 
ories ;  aud  at  that  day,  whose  inquisition  all  may  fear,  and 
when  the  best  may  shrink  from  answering  for  themselves, 
we  may  believe  that  he  shall  be  one  of  that  number — 
most  blessed — ^who  shall  have  many  to  bear  witn^s  for 
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them— one  of  those  of  whom  the  poor  shall  say,  "  He 
relieved  our  necessities;"  and  the  naked,  "He  clothed 
UB ;"  and  the  eict  and  in  prison,  "  He  -visited  us ;"  and 
the  orphan,  the  fiiendless,  and  the  forsaken,  "  When  we 
thought  ourselves  forgotten  by  man,  hj  him  we  were  re- 
membered." 
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"Livie  of  good  man  all  remind  ua 
"We  OBH  make  our  lives  subliuie, 
And,  departing,  leave  beUnd  us 
Footsteps  on  tha  sands  of  time ; 
■  FootsMps,  that  perhapB  another. 
Baling  o'er  life's  troubled  mmii, 
A  forlorn  and  ahipwreok'd  brother, 
Seeing,  stall  take  heart  again." — Lohofbllow. 

Me.  Mat  belonged  to  a  generation  which  has  now  almost 
wholly  passed  away.  A  few  yet  linger,  but  they  will  soon 
be  all  gone.  He  may  be  regarded  as  a  type  and  epecimen, 
not  indeed  of  what  was  most  brilliant  and  distingmBhed,  but 
of  what  was  most  solid  and  worthy,  stanch,  honest,  upright, 
and  trae  in  that  generation.  He  was  a  native  of  Boston ; 
his  life  was  passed  in  the  open  sight  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  the  testimony  which  we  render  is  only  the  repetition  of 
the  common  voice, 

His  integrity  has  never  been  questioned.  It  passed  safely 
through  the  trial  of  adversity  and  failure  in  business — a  ti'ial 
which  has  proved  too  severe  for  the  strength  of  many— and 
was  as  confidently  relied  upon  after  that  change  as  before 
it.  Perfect  proof  of  this  is  given  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
called  on  to  fill  several  offices,  which,  though  not  eonspicn- 
ous,  involved  important  trusts,  and  supposed  implicit  confi- 
dence, and  which  were  held  till  repeated  intimations  of 
increasing  age  warned  him  to  resign  them. 

His  ideas  and  feeHngs  respecting  riches,  though  not  per- 
haps peculiar,  were  certainly  not  common.  He  regarded 
the  gift  of  property  to  one's  children  a  questionable  good. 
He  has  often  said,  that  he  knew  many  promising  youth  who 
were  stinted  in  their  intellectual  and  moral  growth  by  the 
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expectation  of  an  inheritance  that  would  relieve  them  from 
the  necessity  of  labor.  Every  man,  he  wooH  add,  should 
stand  upon  his  own  feet,  rely  upon  his  own  resources,  know 
how  to  take  care  of  himself,  supply  his  own  wants ;  and  that 
parent,  does  his  child  no  good  who  takes  from  him  the  in- 
ducement, nay,  the  necessity  to  do  so.* 

He  thonght  it  well  and  proper  to  engage  in  the  pursuit 
of  property  in  some  honest  and  honorable  occupation,  as 
one  of  the  means  of  unfolding  the  faculties,  and  forming 
and  establishing  the  character.  But  he  considered  it  most 
miworthy  of  a  rational  and  moral  being,  to  seek  after  riches 
as  the  ohief  good.    He  utterly  despised  avarice. 

When  about  thirty-eight  years  of  age,  he  was  stopped  in 
the  midst  of  a  very  profitable  business,  in  which  he  had 
already  acquired  a  considerable  fortune,  by  ttie  result  of  an 
ill-advieed  speculation.  He  foresaw  that  he  most  fail,  and 
at  once  gave  np  all  his  property,  "  even  to  the  ring  on  his 
finger,  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors."  The  sufferings 
which  this  disaster  caosed,  revealed  to  him  that  he  had 
become  more  eager  for  property,  and  had  allowed  himself 
to  regard  its  possession  more  highly  than  was  creditable  to 
his  undei-standing,  or  good  for  hie  heart.  After  some  days 
of  deep  depression,  he  formed  the  resolution  n&o&r  tolea 
rich  mam,  but  to  withstand  all  temptations  to  engage  again 
in  the  pursuit  of  wealth.    He  adhered  to  this  determination. 


*  In  a  oommunioation  receiveil  from  the  Eev.  S.  J.  May,  is  an  saeBdote  which 
deeervea  preservatioQ,  aa  illustrative  of  the  seatiments  of  his  Hither: 

"  When  I  bronght  to  him  laj  laat  college-bill,  receipted,  he  folded  it  with  an 
emphatic  pressure  of  his  hand,  flaying,  as  he  did  it:  'My  eon,  I  am  rejoiced 
that  you  hate  gotten  through,  and  that  1  have  been  able  to  afford  yott  the  ad- 
vantages yon  have  enjoyed.  If  you  have  been  faithflil,  yon  oinst  now  be  pos- 
sessed of  an  education  that  will  enable  yon  to  go  anywhere,  stand  up  among 
your  fellow-men,  and  by  serving  them  in  one  department  of  usefulness  or  an- 
other, make  yonrself  worthy  of  a  comfortable  livelihood,  if  no  more.  If  you 
have  not  improved  your  advantagea,  or  should  be  hereafter  slothful,  I  thank 
God  that  I  have  not  properly  to  leave  you,  that  will  hold  you  up  in  a  place 
among  men  where  you  will  not  deserve  to  stand.' " 
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He  resolutely  reftieed  sevei'al  very  advantageous  offei-s  of 
partnership  in  lucrative  concerns,  and  sought  rather  the  sit- 
uation he  held,  for  more  than  forty  yeai-s,  in  an  insurance 
office,  where  he  would  receive  a  competence  only  for  his 
family. 

When  in  the  midst  of  his  family,  he  seemed  to  have  no 
anxieties  ahout  business,  and  was  able  to  give  his  whole 
mind  to  the  study  of  his  favorite  authors,  the  old  English 
classics,  the  best  historians,  and  Paley  and  Priestley,  of 
whom  he  was  a  great  admirer. 

He  almost  always  read  one  or  two  hours  in  the  morning, 
and  as  much  in  the  evening.  By  the  devotion  of  only  this 
time  to  books,  he  was  able  in  the  course  of  his  life  to  peruse 
many  volumes  of  substantial  value,  of  the  contents  of  which 
his  sound  understanding  and  retentive  memory  enabled 
him  to  make  readily  a  pertinent  use. 

In  active  benevolence  and  works  of  charity,  he  seems  to 
have  been  indefatigable  and  unsurpa^ed.  He  was  not  able 
to  bestow  large  donations  on  public  institutions,  hut  he  was  a 
valuable  friend,  promoter,  and  director  of  some  of  the  most 
important  of  them.*  His  private  charities  are  not  to  be 
numbei-ed.  Without  much  trouble,  he  might  be  traced 
through  every  quarter  of  the  .city  by  the  footprints  of  Lis 
benefactions.  Pensioners  came  to  the  door  of  his  bouse,  as 
they  do  in  some  countries  to  the  gate  of  a  convent.  The 
woiihy  poor  found  in  him  a  friend,  and  the  unworthy  he 
endeavored  to  refoi-m.  His  aid  to  those  in  distress  and 
need  was  in  many  cases  not  merely  temporary,  and  limited 
to  single  applications,  but  as  extensive  and  permanent  as 
the  life  and  fature  course  of  its  object,  A  family  of  father- 
less and  motheriess  and  destitute  children,  bound  to  him  by 


*  He  was  portjoularly  intoresWd  in  the  estahliahment  of  the  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  and  the  MaseaohuBOtts  General  Hospital.  He  felt  Buro  that  thfiso  were 
oharitiaa  woiHiy  of  aU  he  oould  do  to  promote  them,  and  ha  labored  for  them 
boarlily  and  el 
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110  tie  but  that  of  Iraman  'brotherhoocl,  found  a  father  in 
him,  and  owe  to  him,  under  heaven,  the  respectabihty  and 
comfort  of  their  earthly  condition.  It  would  appear  as  if 
he  had  expreeely  hstened  to  the  exhortation  of  (he  son  of 
Sirach,  and  bad  received  the  fulfillment  of  his  promise : 
"  Be  as  a  father  unto  the  fatherless,  and  as  a  husband  nnto 
their  mother ;  so  shalt  thou  he  as  the  son  of  the  Most  High, 
and  he  shall  love  thee  more  than  thy  mother  doth."* 

As  a  friend  and  neighbor,  hie  kind  attentions  and  services 
were  unremitting ;  and  how  much  of  the  happiness  of  our 
daily  being  is  dependent  on  such  attentions  and  services ! 
lie  knew  many  persons,  and  suffered  himself  to  forget 
none.  If  he  had  kept  a  hst  of  them  he  eould  not  have 
been  more  pimetual  in  hie  remembrances ;  and  he  did  keep 
a  list  of  tliem  in  his  friendly  heart.  But  though  he  compre- 
hended many  in  his  generous  regards,  his  strongest  affec- 
tions were  still  at  home,  reserved  for  the  few  who  were 
nearest,  and  not  dissipated  or  rendered  shallow  by  the  dif- 
fusion of  his  general  charity.  The  stream  of  his  benevo- 
lence was  wide,  but  its  central  channel  was  deep. 

His  love  of  nature  was  ever  fresh  and  warm.  He 
watched  the  seasons  as  they  rolled,  and   found  in  each 

*  "  He  never,"  observee  his  son,  "  EBBmed  to  feel  displeased  when  asked  to 
/eliave  the  iiBoeesities  of  Ma  feUow-beinga,  and  tliereJ'ore  naver  hastily  diEmissod 
tliBJr  oMmB,  but  eorafully  oonaideted  tiem,  that  he  might  ^ve  aubEtJintial  aad 
permanent  aid. 

"  I  cannot  lemember  the  lime  when  he  was  cot  planning  for  the  bsnafil  of 
several  poor  or  afflieted  peraone.  The  Ifist  few  yeara  of  hie  life  were  peouliarly 
bleased  bj  viaifs  from  aumeroua  persone,  or  the  obildren  of  persona  whom  he 
had  beftiendod. 

"  There  waa  a  time  when,  as  he  afterward  thought,  he  was  not  diaoriminatjrig 
enough  in  his  oh aritjea.  ThereadrngofMalthusonPopulation,  and  thadiscna- 
Eiona  which  arose  upon  the  publication  of  that  work,  modified  oonsiderably  hia 
views  of  true  benevolenoe.  Prevention  of  poverty  seemed  to  bim  both  more 
merciful  and  praotioable  than  the  relief  of  it;  and  he  waa  therefore  oonliiiuBllr 
aaggeEting  to  those  who  woro  on  the  verge  of  poverty,  principlaa  of  eoonomj 
and  kinds  of  labor  by  which  they  were  enabled  to  put  themselves  into  a  oom- 
,  fbrtable  estiite." 
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mucli  to  excite  his  admiration  and  love  of  the  gi-eat  Creator 
and  soTereigD  Disposer  of  all.  The  flowers,  the  birds,  the 
sunshine  and  the  storm  were  objects  of  his  eontimial  notice, 
and  of  frequent  remarks  in  his  diary.  His  habit  of  walking 
early  in  the  morning,  often  before  sunrise,  which  he  pet^ 
sisted  in  regulai-ly  until  within  about  two  years  of  his  death, 
secured  to  him  a  season  of  daily  communion  with  the  beau- 
ties of  creation  and  its  author. 

His  love  of  children  was  ardent,  and  he  inspired  them 
with  lore  for  himself.  It  was  his  wish  ever  to  have  some 
children  in  his  family.  Their  joyous  laugh  was  music  to 
his  ear.  After  the  death  of  Ms  tirst-bom,  he  felt  so  lonely 
that  he  adopted  a  boy  to  supply  tiie  vacant  place.  And 
even  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  decease,  the  son  of  a  widow 
was  brought  by  him  to  a  home  in  his  house. 

On  the  services  of  the  church  and  the  ordinances  of  reli- 
gion as  administered  at  King's  Chapel,  he  was  a  constant 
attendant.  And  ttiis  was  because  he  viewed  them  in  their 
proper  light  as  the  outward  supports  of  order  and  virtue, 
and  the  good  helps  of  piety,  and  not  because  he  esteemed 
them  as  religion  in  themselves,  or  substitutes  of  religion; 
for  if  there  ever  was  a  man  whose  piety  was  practical, 
whose  religion  was  life-religion,  who  could  not  understand 
or  enter  into  any  views  of  religion  which  were  not  practical, 
it  was  he. 

He  had  borne  many  son'ows  in  the  courae  of  his  protract- 
ed pilgrimage,  and  religion  had  supported  him  under  them 
all.  His  belief  in  the  sure  mercies  of  God  and  promises  of 
the  Saviour,  was  as  firm  and  deeply-rooted  as  the  moun- 
tains. His  faith  in  a  future  and  better  lifeiwas  as  sight. 
He  saw  its  glories  with  his  eyes,  and  the  more  distiiictiy  as 
he  drew  nearer  to  them.  Many  expressions  of  his,  simply 
and  sti'ongly  declaratory  of  this  sight-like  faith,  dwell,  and 
will  always  dwell,  on  the  memories  of  his  relatives  and 
most  intimate  friends. 
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His  frame  was  so  robust,  his  manner  of  living  so  regular, 
his  mind  so  calm,  his  whole  appearance  so  promising  of 
endm-ance,  that,  aged  as  he  was,  even  in  his  eighty-first 
year,  I  had  thought  he  would  yet  continue  for  a  season 
with  us,  and  come  up  for  many  Sabbaths  to  our  solemn 
assemblies.  ■  But  it  was  not  so  to  be.  Till  the  Sunday  be- 
fore his  death,  he  appeared  as  usual  in  his  accustomed  seat. 
For  a  few  days  afterward,  gentle  intimations  of  death  were 
given — hardly  alarming  to  his  friends,  and  not  at  all  so  to 
him,  though  he  perfectly  comprehended  their  meaning. 
There  was  some  aben'ation  of  mind,  but  no  suffering  of  tlie 
body ;  and  then,  to  use  the  words  of  an  old  writer  on  the  ■ 
decease  of  a  venerable  prelate — "  then  he  sweetly  fell  asleep 
in  Christ,  and  so  we  softly  draw  the  curtains  about  him." 

A  prominent  place  should  be  given,  in  a  sketch  of  Mr, 
May's  character,  to  his  love  of  oi'der,  his  methodical  habits, 
his  high  estimate  of  the  importance  of  punctuality.  These 
were  conspicuous  traits,  and  they  enabled  him  to  accom- 
plish a  great  deal  of  business,  to  attend  to  a  variety  of 
matters,  which  would  have  distracted  a  man  without  such 
habits,  giving  him,  at  the  same  time,  a  real  though  unob- 
trusive power  of  usefulness  to  his  fellow-men.  President 
Quincy  has  said  in  his  histoiy  of  Harvard  OoUege,  that 
"  there  is  no  class  of  men  to  whom  history  is  under  so  many 
obligations  as  to  those  who  submit  to  the  labor  of  keeping 
diaries,"  Mr.  May  performed  a  great  deal  of  this  sort  of 
labor,  because  it  enabled  him  to  be  so  continually  Tiseful  to 
all  about  him.  His  pochet  and  memorandum  books  were 
filled  with  items  that  were  often  of  great  conveuienee,  and 
sometimes  of  inestimable  value  to  others.  To  this  he  was 
prompted  by  his  spirit  of  practical  benevolence,  and  was 
enabled  to  perform  with  comparatively  little  trouble  by  his 
habits  of  regularity  and  method. 

His  habits  of  order  and  strict  method  saved  him  a  vast 
deal  of  anxious  thought  about  his  daily  business  cares  and 
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duties ;  lie  always  knew  exactly  the  state  of  his  conconis. 
It  required  no  effort  of  careful  recollection  to  keep  in  mind 
any  thing  he  ought  to  remember,  for  he  could  recur  at  once 
to  his  accounts  and  naemoranda  and  find  all  as  he  left  it ; 
BO  exact  was  his  method,  tliat  he  could  return  to  his  office  in 
utter  dai-kneas,  find  any  key  in  use  there,  put  his  hand  upon 
any  book  or  bundle  of  papers  he  might  wish  to  examine. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  another  of  his  principles, 
which  he  deemed  no  more  than  a  part  of  strict  hon^ty. 
"  Live  within  your  income,  whatever  that  may  be,"  he 
would  often  say ;  "  and  then  you  will  wrong  no  one,  and 
will  be  always  independent."  "  Should  your  income  cease 
altogether,  or  be  too  narrow  for  your  wants,  make  known 
yom'  necessitous  situation,  and  incur  no  debt  but  the  debt 
of  gratitude."  "  It  is  dishonest  to  borrow  unless  you  fore- 
see tliat  you  shall  have  the  ability  to  repay  the  loan ;  and 
you  should  never  obtain  credit  for  any  article,  even  a 
necessaiy  of  life,  if  you  know  not  when  or  how  you  shall 
get  the  means  to  pay  for  it.  In  this  case  beg,  ratlier  than 
borrow." 

Knowing  as  he  did  the  trials  and  teniptations  of  a  mer- 
chant's life,  he  took  a  lively  interest  in  young  men  who 
were  just  entering  upon  it.  There  are  not  a  few  who  grate- 
fully acknowledge,  that  to  him  they  are  indebted  for  habits 
Rnd  maxims  that  have  been  of  eraential  service  to  them. 
Early  rising,  order,  punctuality,  living  within  one's  income, 
the  useful  occupation  of  leisure  time,  he  inculcated  earnestly 
upon  all.  "  Few  men,"  he  would  say,  "  are  so  busy,  none 
should  be,  as  to  have  no  time  which  they  might  devote  to 
their  moral  culture,  and  the  acquisition  of  useful  knowledge. 
Life  was  not  given  to  be  all  used  up  in  the  pursuit  of  what 
we  must  leave  behind  us  when  we  die." 

He  used  the  world  without  abusing  it.  He  saw  much 
that  was  beautiful  and  good  here,  and  he  indulged  the  feel- 
ings they  natui-aUy  awakened.     They  were  to  his  grateful 
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heart  intimations  of  the  character  of  the  heavenly  Father, 
which  should  not  be  OTerlooked.  He  was  sure  that  the 
being  who  made  all  these  things  to  gratify  and  delight  us, 
is  full  of  love  ;  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  him.  If  we 
are  ever  unhappy,  miserable,  it  must  be  that  we  make  our- 
selves 80,  by  not  following  the  course  he  has  marked  out 
for  us,  by  not  choosing  to  become  what  he  has  invited,  and 
would  enable  us  to  become. 

Death  had  no  ten-ora  for  him ;  he  often  conversed  ahout 
it  as  a  solemn  "  event  in  the  being  of  every  man ;"  but  his 
thoughts  did  not  linger  in  the  dai-t  valley.  He  seemed  to 
realize  with  Abraham  Tucker  that  the  body  is  but  the  gar- 
ment of  the  soul,  with  which  it  really  has  little  more  neces- 
sary connection  than  with  the  house  we  may  dwell  in,  the 
clothes  we  may  wear,  the  tools  we  may  use.  He  who  gave 
us  this  body  is  able  to  give  ns  another,  and  we  should  be 
willing  to  leave  ourselves  in  his  hands. 
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There  is  no  individual  deserving  of  a  more  honored  perpe- 
tuity in  American  anuala  tlian  the  one  named  atove.  True, 
he  had  no  far  back  ancestry,  as  common  in  the  land  of  his 
birth,  to  nourish  a  silly  pride.  Heraldiy  had  no  laurels  to 
encircle  him.  The  dazzling  splendors  of  a  court  had  never 
cast  their  luster  upon  liim.  JS^or  is  it  known  that  he  could 
cast  an  eye  of  complacency  on  any  one  of  his  own  hlood 
who  had  been  pai-ticularly  distinguished  in  the  army,  the 
navy,  or  the  church.  No,  that  blood  had  descended  through 
successive  generations — ^not  by  inundating  floods  and  over 
lofty  precipices,  to  arreat  the  gaze  and  call  forth  the  accla- 
mation of  impulsive  multitudes ;  but  in  limpid  streams, 
noiseless  and  gentle,  through  the  deep  mountain-passes,  till 
the  alluvial  plains  below  were  made  rich  and  verdant  by 
their  fertilizing  agency.  Hfe  father  was  a  respectable  yeo- 
man of  Belper,  Derbyshire  county,  in  a  central  part  of 
England. ,  The  yeomanry  of  that  country  form  a  distinct 
class,  farming  their  own  lands,  ordinarily  possessing  wealth 
competent  for  their  own  necessities;  being  a  desirable 
mediocrity  in  eocietv,  equally  removed,  on  the  one  hand, 
from  all  in  scouted  and  unmitigated  poverty  that  is  degrad- 
ing and  paralyzing ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  from  sudden 
overgrown  riches  and  unnatural  rank  in  social  position. 

Verily,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  write  the  biography  of  such 
a  man  as  Samuel  Slater ;  we  mean,  to  write  one  that  will  be 
generally  read  in  a  commimity  like  ours.  It  is  not  denied 
that  we  are  a  business  kind  of  people,  pi-ovei-hially  philo- 
sophical and  shrewd  in  all  matters  connected  with  the  ae- 
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quisitiou  of  propei-ty ;  yet,  few  indeed  think  of  reading  the 
life  of  a  business  man.  If  urged  to  do  it,  the  response  tvill 
he  interrogatories  like  the  following ;— What  has  he  done 
that  is  memorable  or  calculated  to  interest  mankind  ?  Has 
he  made  any  brilliant  discoveries  in  science  ?  Has  the  tsl 
escope  opened  to  hie  enraptm-ed  vision  hitherto  undiscox 
ered  planets?  Have  the  laboratori^  of  the  chemist  en- 
abled him  to  spread  upon  some  broad  and  distinct  pano- 
rama new  analyses  and  combinations,  and,  as  it  were,  new 
principles  in  the  government  of  physical  nature  ?  Or,  has 
he  fought  the  battles  of  his  countty  and  clothed  himself 
with  martial  glorj'  ?  We  can  not  answer  m  the  affirmative. 
We  admit,  that  usually  in  the  life  of  a  business  man  there 
is  not  to  be  expected  much  incident  to  aiTest  the  attention 
of  the  sleepy  and  the  dull.  If  he  has  accLuired  great 
wealth  ;  if  at  home  he  gives  constant  employment  and  con- 
sequent STibsisteuce,  year  after  year,  to  hundreds  or  to 
thousands  of  mechanics  and  laborers ;  if,  too,  the  virtuous 
poor  are  furnished  by  him  with  comfoi-table  habitations,  at 
rates  the  most  reduced  and  advantageous ;  and,  if  abroad 
the  canvas  of  his  ships  whiten  every  sea,  and  the  meny 
notes  of  his  gallant  tars  enliven  every  port  in  the  known 
vForld ;  nevei-theleas  his  career  has  been  comparatively  uni- 
form and  monotonous — nothing  in  it  stirring  and  daz2Jing, 
tmless  it  be  the  grand  result,  the  acquisition  of  a  pi-incely 
fortune.  If  now  and  then  a  rich  cargo,  amid  the  howling 
tempest  and  the  upturned  elements,  sink  into  the  ocean's 
deep  abyss ;  or  if  a  conflagration  in  the  dark  hour  of  mid- 
night sweep  away  whole  blocks  of  houses  and  stores ;  these 
are  deemed  commonplace  occurrences,  scarcely  deserving 
recollection.  Whatever  public  sympathy  may  exist  tends 
to  another  point.  The  tenants  in  being  thus  frightfully 
driven  from  their  habitations  by  the  flames  bursting  in 
upon  them ;  and  the  mariners  also  in  struggling  for  life, 
when  shipwi-eck  deprives  them  of  food  and  all  rational 
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means  of  safety,  do  indeed  excite  a  deep  sympathy,  and  a 
memoir  of  their  perilous  siafferings  would  be  read  by  thon- 
sands ;  while  the  owaer  of  the  wasted  property  is  not  men- 
tioned or  thought  of,  except  by  a  few  personal  Mends  and 
the  insurance  offices. 

Such  are  the  natural  reflections  in  reference  to  the  biog- 
raphy of  a  merchant.  However,  the  case  of  Samuel  Slater 
is  somewhat  different.  For  if  he  hath  not  like  Fulton  dis- 
covered a  new  application  of  principle  which  has  com- 
pletely changed  the  social  and  business  relations  of  the 
whole  world,  he  has,  no  one  can  deny,  introduced  from  a 
foreign  land  into  our  own  conntiy  and  spread  over  its  fair 
bosom  the  application  of  a  principle  that  has  already,  as 
with  the  power  of  magic,  resolved  population  and  wealth 
into  new  combinations.  What  has  made  the  city  of  Lowell  ? 
What  is  now  making  the  city  of  Lawrence  become  a  rival 
sister  to  her?  What  has  cast  the  genn  of  a  hundred 
cities,  here  and  there,  all  about  us  in  every  direction,  at 
present  flourishing  villages,  where  only  a  few  yeare  since 
was  a  dense  forest,  the  stillne^  of  which  has  given  place  to 
the  multitudinous  hum  of  business  ?  The  reader  scarcely 
need  be  told.  With  the  young  the  story  has  become  a  Mnd 
of  instinct.  The  hammer  and  the  file  of  the  machine-shop, 
the  dizzy  whirl  of  the  yam-spindle,  and  the  rattling  of  the 
weaver's  shuttle,  answer  the  question.  Spinning  by  ma- 
chinery has  mainly  done  all  this.  For  a  moment  imagine 
these  germs  never  to  have  been  thus  spread  broadcast  over 
OUT  coantiy,  and  what  should  we  now  behold  ?  The  answer 
is  obvious.  Our  wheels  of  improvement  would  be  set  back- 
ward half  a  century.  So  far  as  depending  on  this  portion 
of  our  industry  is  involved,  the  geographies,  the  printed 
statistics,  the  newspapers  printed  sixty  years  ago,  would  tell 
you  with  startling  accuracy  what  would  now  be  our  con- 
dition. 

The  limits  assigned  for  this  article  do  not  admit  of  much 
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generalizing.  They  scarcely  admit  a  -well-connected  view 
of  the  pi-ominent  facte  in  the  life  of  the  individual  immedi- 
ately claiming  our  attention.  He  was  bom  June  9th,  1768. 
We  have  already  allnded  to  his  father,  who  heing  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  the  son  received  the  advantages  of 
a  common  school  education.  When  at  school,  he  is  said  to 
have  evinced  an  inquisitive  mental  aptitude,  for  which  he 
was  so  much  noted  in  subsequent  life.  With  him  arithme- 
tic was  a  favorite  branch  of  study.  This  conduced  to  the 
development  of  mecbaoical  capabilities,  that  were  the  foun- 
dation of  his  principal  success  through  life.  And  it  is  jus- 
tice Jx)  remark,  that  he  was  indebted  only  in  a  small  degi-ee 
for  this  success  to  any  other  cause  save  intellectual  vigor 
and  the  most  rigid  integrity.  He  was  modest  and  diffi- 
dent, which  with  sensible  people  always  command  esteem ; 
and  was  completely  destitute  of  that  flippancy  and  bold 
pretension  which  with  many  appeal'  to  be  a  substitute  for 
genius.  It  is  doubted  if  he  was  ever  known  to  profess 
knowledge  he  did  not  possess,  or  to  control  means  of  any 
kind  unle^  apparently  within  his  power.  We  have  fre- 
quently heard  him  aiSi-m,  that  it  was  his  Twint  through  life, 
and  especially  in  the  early  portion  of  it,  not  to  assume 
pecuniary  responsibilities,  without  calculating  at  the  dme 
the  source  from  which  funds  would  be  received  to  cancel 
them.  This  is  a  trait  of  character  the  more  to  be  iidmired- 
from  the  rarity  of  its  existence;  and  a  man  who  posse^es 
it  would  not  be  inclined  to-commence,  or  to  profess  an 
ability  to  complete  a  machine,  unless  he  bad  the  perspec- 
tive powers,  that  from  the  beginning  would  enable  him  at 
one  glance  to  survey  all  its  constituent  parts.  Instances 
indeed  occurred,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  of  failure  to 
receive  anticipated  means ;  but,  the  man  who  exercised 
such  a  habit  would  not  remain  long  without  providing  new 
estimates  for  the  redemption  of  his  responsibilities. 

It  is  probably  known  to  our  readers  that  spinning  cotton 
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by  machinery,  in  the  boyliood  of  joitng  Slater,  was  in  its 
infancy.  Richard  Art-wrigbt,  bom  in  1Y32,  and  brought 
Tip  to  the  humble  trade  of  a  barber,  when  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age  turned  his  attention  to  machinery — firet,  we 
believe,  to  an  attempt  for  perpetual  motion,  and  then  to  the 
object  which  has  immortalized  his  name,  and  given  bene- 
fits to  the  world  of  value  surpassing  all  calculation.  He 
aoou  obtained  a  patent  for  spinning  cotton,  and  went  suc- 
cessfully into  the  business.  In  1771,  Jedcdiah  Stmtt,  the 
inventor  of  the  machine  for  mating  ribbed  stockings, 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Arkwright,  Four  years  aftei"- 
ward,  Mr.  Strntt  begun,  on  hia  individual  account,  the 
erection  of  cotton  works  at  Belper,  the  residence  of  the 
Slater  family.  This  prepared  the  way  for  the  eventful 
career  of  young  Slater,  who,  when  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  became  the  apprentice  of  Mr.  Strutt,  to  learn  this 
business  ;  and,  by  his  father's  consent,  who  died  about  that 
time,  he  bound  himself  with  a  regidai'  indentm-e  to  perform 
faithfully  the  customary  duties  of  an  apprentice.  Who 
would  have  then  imagined  that  such  a  stripling,  by  this 
act,  laid  the  foundation  for  a  lai'ge  fortune  in  America, 
and  introduced  the  elements  of  a  business  to  employ, 
in  his  own  life-tinie,  probably  more  than  a  million  of 
people !  It  seems  more  hte  fancy  than  reality.  What 
.  concLueror  ever  produced  a  revolution  in  human  society  so 
wide  and  permanent  in  its  character  as  that  we  are  con- 
templating !  A  few  such  boys,  each  with  a  eon'esponding 
concatenation  of  circtmistances,  would  revolutionize  the 
whole  world. 

The  signature  of  young  Slater  to  his  indenture,  bears  a 
striking  resemblance  to  that  written  forty  years  afterward 
on  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  wlueh  he  was  the  president. 
True,  one  was  the  chirography  of  a  boy  just  from  school, 
and  the  other  of  a  man  of  business,  and  a  good  penman ; 
but  no  one  can  fail  to  observe  the  similanfy.     To  us,  tliis 
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voluiitaiy  surrender  of  himself  to  Mr.  Stmtt,  \mder  all  the 
legal  technicalities  in  such  ii^trnraents,  is  an  interesting  in- 
cident in  his  life,  and  was  the  result  of  views  more  compre- 
hensive and  collected  than  is  usual  with  persons  of  his  age. 
Were  it  convenient  we  would  give  a  fac-simile  of  the  in- 
denture, still  preserved  in  the  family  as  a  cherished  relic  of 
his  eai'ly  life.  Just  as  the  world  was  opening  upon  him 
with  all  its  gaudy  fantasies,  its  sensual  delights,  and  its 
suhtle  delusions  ;  when  the  passions  were  ripening  into  full 
vigor,  and  the  imagination  was  rampant ;  what  an  idea  for 
a  self-devotion  of  seven  years  to  the  interests  and  the  will 
of  another,  with  all  possible  entrenchments  against  idleness, 
extravagance,  negligence  in  the  care  of  property,  and  espe- 
cially all  improper  indulgences  in  pleasure  !  It  -would  be 
well  if  such  cases  were  characteristic  of  the  present  age. 
Such,  however,  is  not  the  fact.  At  the  pr^ent  day  the 
lovely  period  of  youth,  in  effect,  is  nearly  obliterated  from 
the  annals  of  human  life.  Youth,  in  all  its  exterior  attri- 
butes, is  naturally  lovely,  no  one  can  deny.  The  coimte- 
nance  is  blooming  like  the  flowers  of  spring.  The  physical 
proportions  are  symmetrical,  and  the  motions  are  elastic 
and  gi-aceful.  And  what  is  far  more  important,  the  mind 
is  disposed  to  receive  instruction  with  a  filial  submission  to 
authority,  whether  in  age  or  position.  We  have  sometimes 
lamented  that  this  charming  period  of  human  existence,  in 
olden  times  so  distinguished,  had  not  continued  longer. 
Yet,  now-a-days,  both  boys  and  girls,  with  one  long  stride,  are 
prone  to  pass  instanter  from  childhood  to  precocious  man- 
hood and  womanhood  ;  to  assume  positions  and  to  exercise 
functions,  as  inappropriate  and  unbecoming,  as  would  be  to 
a  dwarf  the  garments  of  a  giant. 

Nor  was  his  new  relation  an  unmeaning  formality.  He 
entered  fully  into  the  spirit  of  it.  In  no  one  instance  is  he 
known  to  have  given  cause  for  complaint.  He  served  his 
master  as  faithfully  as  he  was  ever  afterward  accustomed 
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to  reward  hia  own  interests.  The  hours,  too,  designed  for 
rest  and  recreation  were,  to  a  considcrahle  extent,  occupied 
in  experiments  on  machinery.  Such  was  his  fldehty,  and 
80  successful  were  his  preliminary  efforts  in  mechanical 
still,  that  he  soon  became  a  favorite  with  Mr.  Stratt,  and 
was  placed  in  situations  of  the  utmost  importance.  Four 
or  five  of  his  last  yeara  he  acted  aa  an  overseer,  which,  with 
his  close  hahits  of  observation,  was  of  great  advantage 
to  him. 

But  while  serving  his  master  faithfully,  his  mind  was 
active  in  reference  to  his  own  estaljlishment  in  business 
.when  the  proper  period  should  aa-rive.  For  some  time 
previous  to  the  termination  of  liis  apprenticeship,  he  had 
thoughts  of  locating  himself  in  America.  This,  however, 
was  a  secret  confined  to  his  own  bosom.  Had  he  remained 
in  England,  he  would  unquestionably  with  less  toil  and 
painful  anxiety  have  acq^uired  a  fortune ;  for  it  is  well 
known  that  his  knowledge  of  the  business,  and  his  peculiar 
habits  of  application,  would  have  secured  him  all  needful 
encouragement.  After  he  left,  Mr.  Strutt  declared  that  had 
he  known  his  intentions,  nothing  should  have  induced  him 
to  part  with  him.  But  Mr.  Slater  apprehended  that  in  his 
native  country  the  business  would  be  overdone  ;  and  from 
some  advertisements  in  American  papers,  and  from  various 
rumors  and  reports  that  reached  Mm,  he  concluded,  and 
very  justly,  that  here  was  an  entire  destitution  of  the  talent 
which  he  possessed.  Accordingly,  he  resolved  that  he 
would  perfect  himself  aa  much  as  possible  for  the  enterprise, 
and  then  make  a  bold  and  determined  effort  for  its  success- 
ftil  termination. 

Having  made  all  necessary  preparation,  secretly  and 
without  divulging  his  plans  to  a  single  individual,  he  hid 
farewell  to  the  home  of  his  childhood.  His  iiiends  in  the 
land  of  his  adoption  well  know  that  he  sincerely  and  ar- 
dently loved  hia  mother,  and  that  to  all  his  family  he  was 


.y  Google 


458 


LIVES   or   AMERICAN   MERGHAKTS. 


kind  and  affectionate ;  they  well  know  he  could  not  have 
left  them  without  a  paiuful  stmggle  ;  tut  a  youthful  ambi- 
tion animated  his  soal  and  enabled  him  to  overcome  his 
emotiona.  While  waiting  in  London  until  the  vessel  was 
ready,  he  wrote  to  his  friends,  informing  them  of  his  pur- 
poses. The  eventful  day  of  departure  wae  September  Ist, 
1789,  being  at  that  time  only  a  few  months  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  The  laws  of  England  did  not  admit  the  emi- 
gi-ation  of  machinists,  and  therefore  he  took  with  him  no 
patterns  or  drawings,  trasting  solely  to  the  powers  of  his 
memory  to  enable  him  to  construct  the  most  complicated 
machinery.  But  few  men  could  have  done  this.  His 
memory  however  was  remarkably  tenacious,  and  being  a 
good  mathematician,  he  was  enabled  to  enter  into  all  the 
nice  calculations  required  in  such  a  labor.  It  is  ti-ue  he 
had  many  perplexities  in  his  way,  and  many  difficulties  to 
encounter,  but  his.  skill  and  perseverance  were  a  sufficient 
guaranty.  Ko  one  unacquainted  with  the  natm-e  of  them 
can  understand  how  much  talent  and  resolution  were  re- 
quisite. It  must  be  apparent  that  he  had  not  only  to  pre- 
pare all  the  plans  in  the  several  departments  of  the  process 
of  manufacturing,  but  he  either  bad  to  make  with  his  own 
bands  the  different  kinds  of  machineiy,  whether  of  wood, 
iron,  brass,  tin,  or  leather,  or  else  teach  others  to  do  it.  At 
that  period  tb^  business  in  all  its  ramifications  was  new  in 
the  country.  Thus  be  must  have  been  skilled  in  several 
trades,  in' addition  to  that  in  which  he  bad  been  particular- 
ly instructed. 

Mr.  Slater  arrived  in  New  York  the  latter  part' of  ISTo- 
vember,  1789,  after  a  tedious  passage  of  sixty-six  days. 
He  bad  no  letters  of  inti-oduetion,  excepting  his  indenture. 
With  this  he  made  himself  known ;  and  soon  after  his  an'i- 
val  he  made  a  temporary  engagement  with  the  New  York 
Manufaetcriug  Company.  But  the  state  of  their  business 
being  low  and  inferior,  compared  with  what  he  had  been 
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ftccustomed  to  in  his  own  country,  he  was  soon  disaatisfled 
with  his  prospects.  Besides,  he  did  not  like  the  water 
privileges  shown  to  him  in  that  section  of  the  country. 
Hence,  on  learning  that  attempts  were  being  made  at 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  for  inaniifacturing  cotton  by 
machinery,  after  a  short  correspondence  with  the  venerable 
Moses  Brown,  he  left  for  that  place  early  in  1790.  Here 
were  soon  perfected  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  busi- 
ness, and  the  following  document  presents  tlie  details  of  it, 
being  a  most  interesting  fragment  in  the  early  history  of  the 
business  in  America : 

"  The  following  agreement,  made  between  William  Al- 
mey  and  Smith  Brown  of  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  Slater 
of  the  other  part,  witnesseth  that  the  said  parties  have  mu- 
tually, agreed  to  be  concerned  together  in,  and  to  carry  on,' 
the  spinning  of  cotton  by  water  (of  whi(^  the  said  Samuel 
professes  himself  a  workman,  well  skiUed  in  all  its  branches), 
upon  the  following  terms,  "viz. :  that  the  said  Almey  and 
Brown,  on  their  part,  are  to  turn  in  machinery,  which  they 
have  already  purchased,  at  the  price  they  cost  them,  and  to 
furnish  materials  for  the  building  of  two  carding  machines, 
viz.,  a  breaker  and  a  finisher,  a  drawing  and  a  roving 
frame ;  and  to  extend  the  spinning  mills,  or  frames,  to  one 
hundred  spindles.  And  the  said  Samuel,  on  his  part,  cove- 
nants and  engages  to  devote  his  whole  time  and  service, 
and  to  exert  his  skiU  according  to  the  b^t  of  hie  abilities, 
and  have  the  same  efiected  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  simi- 
lar to  those  used  in  England,  for  the  like  purposes.  And 
it  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that  the  said 
Samuel  shall  be  considered  an  owner  and  proprietor  in  one- 
half  the  machinery  aforesaid,  and  accountable  for  one-half 
the  expense  tbat  hath  arisen,  or  shall  arise,  from  the  build- 
ing, purchasing,  or  repairing  of  the  same,  but  not  to  sell,  or 
in  any  manner  dispose  of  any  part  or  parcel  thereof  to  any 
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other  person  or  persons,  excepting  the  said  Almey  and 
Ero'^vn ;  neither  shall  any  othere  be  entitled  to  hold  any 
right,  interest,  or  claim  in  any  part  of  the  said  machinery, 
by  virtue  of  any  right  which  the  said  Slater  shall  or  may 
derive  from  these  presents,  unless  by  an  agreement,  ex- 
pressed in  writing,  from  the  said  Almey  and  Brown,  first 
had  and  obtained — unless  the  said  Slater  has  punctually 
paid  one-half  of  the  cost  of  said  machinery,  with  interest 
thereon  ;  nor  then,  until  he  has  offered  the  same  to  the  said 
Almey  and  Brown,  in  writing,  upon  the  lowest  terms,  that 
he  will  sell  or  dispose  of  his  part  of  the  said  machinery  to 
any  other  person,  and  instmcted  the  said  Almey  and  Brown, 
or  some  others  by  them  appointed,  in  the  full  and  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  machinery  and  the  art  of  water 
spinning.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  the  said  Samuel, 
aa  a  full  and  adequate  compensation  for  his  whole  time  and 
seivices,  both  whilst  in  constructing  and  making  the  ma- 
chinery, and  in  conducting  and  executing  the  spinning,  and 
preparing  to  spin  upon  the  same,  after  every  expense  arising 
from  the  business  is  defrayed,  including  the  usual  commis- 
sions of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  purchasing  of  tlie  stock, 
and  four  per  cent,  for  disposing  of  the  yarn,  shall  receive 
one-half  of  the  profits,  which  shall  be  ascertained  by  settle- 
ment from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require  ;  and  the 
said  Almey  and  Brown  the  other  half — the  said  Almey  and 
Brown  to  be  employed  in  the  purchasing  of  the  stock,  and 
disposing  of  the  yam.  Aud  it  is  further  covenanted,  tliat 
this  indentm-e  shall  make  void  and  supersede  the  former 
articles  of  agreement,  made  between  the  said  Alitiey  and 
Brown  and  the  said  Slater,  and  that  it  shall  be  considered 
to  commence,  and  the  conditions  mentioned  in  it  be  binding 
upon  the  parties,  irom  the  beginning  of  the  business ;  the 
said  Samuel  to  be  at  the  expense  of  his  own'time  and  board 
thenceforward.  And  it  is  also  agi'eed,  that  if  the  said 
Almey  and  Brown  choose  to  put  apprentices  to  the  business. 
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that  they  liave  liberty  SO  to  do;  the  expense  arising  from 
the  maintenance  of  whom,  and  the  advantages  deiived  from 
their  sa-vicea  during  the  time  the  said  Almey  and  Brown 
may  think  proper  to  continue  them  in  the  business,  shall  be 
equally  home  and  received  as  is  above  provided  for  in  the 
expenses  and  profits  of  the  business.  It  is  also  to  be 
understood,  that  whatever  is  advanced  by  the  said  Almey 
and  Brown,  either  for  the  said  Slater,  or  to  carry  on  his 
pai-t  of  the  business,  is  to  be  repaid  them  ivith  interest 
thereon,  for  which  purpose  they  are  to  receive  all  the  yam 
that  may  be  made,  the  one-half  of  -wliich  on  their  own  ac- 
count, and  the  other  half  they  are  to  receive  and  dispose 
of  on  account  of  the  said  Slater,  the  net  proceeds  of  which 
they  are  to  credit  to  him,  toward  their  advance  and  stock- 
ing his  part  of  the  works,  so  that  the  bnsineaa  may  go 
forward. 

"  In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have 
interchangeably  set  their  hands,  this  fifth  day  of  the  fonrth 
month,  seventeen  hondred  and  ninety, 

"  Wm.  Almey, 
(OziEi,  WiLKiKsos  "  S*"™:  Bkown, 

"Witnesses    j j^^^^^^ -RrjLKnigon."  "  SaMTJEL  SlATEE." 

On  the  Slat  of  December,  1790,  Mr.  Slater  started  three 
cards  drawing,  roving,  and  seventy-two  spindles,  which 
were  operated  by  an  old  fulling-mill  water-wheel,  in  a  clo- 
thier's shop  at  the  west  end  of  Pawtucket  bridge.  In  this 
place  they  continued  the  spinning  until  the  subsequent 
erection,  early  in  1793,  of  what  is  called  in  that  village  the 
"  Old  Mill,"  and  which  is  believed  to  be  still  in  existence. 
It  has  been  remarked  that  Mr.  Slater  had  many  perplexi- 
ti^ ;  and  although  he  had  full  confidence  in  his  ability  to 
complete  what  he  engaged  to  perform,  yet  the  pressure  up- 
on his  mind  occasionally  would  seem  to  overpower  him. 
In  addition  to  the  burden  of  canying  in  his  memory  all  the 
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plana  and  calctilations  of  such  complicated  machinery,  re- 
quired ill  the  several  departments  of  the  bnainesa,  which  is 
seemingly  what  no  other  mortal  could  do,  the  necessity,  for 
the  want  of  competent  artisans,  of  performing  so  much  of 
the  labor  with  his  own  hands,  occasioned  unexpected  de- 
lays. This,  at  times,  nearly  discouraged  his  partners.  Of 
this  he  became  aware — a  circumstance  adding  much  to 
other  causes  of  solicitude.  There  is  told  of  him  a  curious 
anecdote  connected  with  the  history  of  his  first  machinery ; 
and,  whether  true  or  fictitious,  it  may  he  preserved  for  the 
edification  of  Messrs.  Upham,  Abercrombie,  Macltniah,  and 
other  inquirers  into  the  philosophy  of  dreams.  When  the 
day  arrived  for  putting  his  machinery  in  motion,  great  was 
the  joy  of  the  artist  and  h^  associates;  hut,  unluckily,  it 
would  not  move,  or  at  least  it  would  not  move  as  intended, 
or  to  any  purpose.  The  disappointment  was  all  but  over- 
whelming to  him.  Day  after  day  did  he  labor  to  discover, 
that  he  might  remedy  the  defect,  but  to  no  purpose.  But 
what  he  could  not  discover  waking,  was  revealed  to  him  in 
his  sleep.  It  was  perfectly  natural  that  the  subject  which 
engrossed  all  his  thoughts  by  day,  should  be  dancing 
through  his  uncnrhed  imagination  by  night ;  and  it  so  hap- 
pened that  on  one  occasion,  having  fallen  into  slumber  with 
all  the  shafts  and  wheels  of  his  mill  whirhng  in  his  mind 
with  the  complexity  of  Ezekiel's  vision,  he  dreamed  of  the 
absence  of  an  essential  band  upon  one  of  the  wheels.  The 
di'eam  was  fresh  in  his  mind  on  the  following  morning,  and 
repairing  bright  and  early  to  his  works,  he  in  an  instant 
detected  the  deficiency.  The  revelation  was  true,  and  in  a 
few  hours  afterward  the  machinery  was  in  full  and  success- 
ful opei'ation. 

Nevertheless,  after  the  difficulties  attendant  on  manufac- 
turing were  overcome — aftei  as  good  yarn  could  be  spun  as 
in  England,  there  wat^  an  apathy  in  the  public  mind  which 
prevented  the  increase  vi  busines'i  as  might  have  been  ex- 
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pected.  The  consumera  could  not  realize  that  as  good  an 
article  could  be  made  liere  aa  that  imported.  Hence  the 
demand  for  it  was  extremely  limited.  Of  the  small  q^uan- 
titj  made  the  first  two  yearSj  several  thousand  pounds  of  it 
remained  on  hand.  It  was  nearly  ten  years  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  business  in  Ehode  Island,  before  a  second 
mill  in  that  State  went  into  operation.  Stil!  the  profits 
were  large,  so  that  the  company  in  which  Mr.  Slater  was  a 
pai1y  continually  gained  confidence  and  ati'ength,  and  was 
hence  in  a  condition,  with  favorable  changes  in  public 
opinion,  to  extend  the  business.  This  was  accordingly 
done ;  and  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tuiy,  cotton  factories  were  springing  up  in  almost  every 
direction.  As  the  event  proved,  Mr.  Slater  had  laid  the 
foundation  for  a  large  estate. 

The  increase  of  his  business,  and  the  brightening  of  his 
prospects  for  permanent  prosperity,  induced  him,  probably, 
to  send  for  his  brother.  It  is  believed  that  the  latter 
reached  this  country  in  1805  or  1 806.  The  presumption  is, 
that  he  brought  with  him  a  knowledge  of  the  recent  im- 
provements in  English  machinery.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
a  new  establishment  was  projected,  to  be  located  in  Smith- 
field,  Ehode  island,  and  the  village  which  in  consequence 
sprang  up  is  called  Slateraville.  The  first  spinning  was 
here  done  in  1807.  The  establishment  was  first  owned  by 
William  Almey,  Mr,  Brown,  Samuel  Slater,  and  John  Sla- 
ter, in  equal  parts,  but  it  afterward  passed  into  the  hands  of 
John  Slater  and  the  heirs  of  Samuel  SI  ater,  Ilere  are  about 
eight  hundred  inhabitants,  depending  mainly  for  subsistence 
on  the  business  thus  carried  on  there ;  and  here  may  be 
seen  all  liie  evidence  of  thrift  and  comfort  existing  under 
the  most  favorable  auspices. 

The  following  account  of  the  firet  meeting  of  the  two 
brothers  may  not  be  without  interest.  "When  John  Slater 
laniled  upon  a  wharf  in  Providence,  he  was  seen  and  known 
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by  William  "Wilkinson,  a  bi'other-in-law  of  Samuel  Slater's 
wife.  Mr.  Wilkinson  proposed  carrying  him  to  Pawjucket, 
where  hie  brother  Samuel  lired.  This  he  did  ;  and  on 
reaching  the  house  he  said  to  the  occupant — "I  have 
brought  one  of  your  countrymen  to  see  you ;  can  you 
find  any  thing  for  liim  to  do  ?"  Upon  which  he  came  up 
to  hie  supposed  countryman,  and  asked  what  part  he  came 
from.  "  From  Derbyshire."  "  What  part  of  Derbyshire  ?" 
"Belper."  "Ah,  the  town  of  Belper;  I  am  acijuainted 
with  that  place.  What  may  I  call  your  name  ?"  "  John 
Slctkr"  When  Samuel  left,  John  was  a  hoy,  and  he  had 
changed  so  much  he  did  not  recognize  him.  The  reader 
need  not  be  told  that  the  interview  waa  a  joyfiil  one  to  the 
two  brothers ;  it  might  well  have  reminded  one  of  the  meet- 
ing of  Joseph  and  Benjamin.  The  elder  of  them  asked 
questions  more  rapidly  than  they  could  be  answered.  "  Is 
my  mother  yet  alive  ?  How  are  all  my  brothers  and  sis- 
ters? How  is  my  old  master,  Mr.  Stnitt?  How  is  my  old 
schoolmaster,  Jackson?" 

For  more  than  twenty  years  from  the  time  of  his  brother's 
arrival,  Mr,  Slater  experienced  uninterrupted  prosperity. 
His  possessions  were  increasing  in  number  and  value  with 
incredible  rapidity.  The  war  of  1812  placed  the  seal  upon 
his  high  destiny.  By  that  time  he  had  got  so  far  under 
way,  and  his  preparations  were  so  complete,  others  stood 
no  chance  for  competition  with  him.  Cotton  cloth  then 
sold  for  forty  cents  per  yai'd,  and  the  demand  had  no  limits. 
The  opinion  became  prevalent,  that  such  was  his  wealth, 
such  was  his  general  prudence  and  sagacity,  and  especially 
that  such  were  his  talents  as  a  financier,  no  business  disaster 
could  reach  him.  However,  in  the  great  revulsion  of  1828 
among  manufacturei'S,  it  waa  made  manifest  that  he  was 
the  sole  endorser  of  three  or  four  large  estabHshments 
among  the  unfortunate.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  he  was 
known  to  make  his  own  business  a  subject  of  convei'sation. 
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He  became  seriously  alanned  and  diab-essed ;  not  that  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  under  ordinary  circumstan- 
ces, would  raid  or  essentially  injure  him ;  but  such  was  the 
general  panic  in  the  community,  and  among  the  moneyed 
institutions  of  the  countiy,  that  a  man's  solvency  was  esti- 
mated in  a  ratio  transverse  to  the  amount  of  his  property 
connected  with  manufacturing.  But,  as  usual,  the  storm  at 
last  subsided.  The  frantic  delirium  of  the  occasion  passed 
off,  and  thousands  wondered  how  they  could  have  been  such 
fools  as  to  have  participated  in  the  excitement.  And  the 
fiducial  ability  of  Mr.  Slater  was  not  like  the  seamansliip  of 
the  maiiner  who  simply  makes  a  quick  voyage  on  a  calm 
ocean,  but  is  unable  to  navigate  his  ship  in  a  violent  tem- 
pest ;  it  had  long  been  distinguished  for  the  foi-mer,  and 
was  now  proved  eminentiy  sufficient  for  the  latter  exigency. 
Instead  of  experiencing  any  ultimate  injury,  it  is  believed 
he  was  greatly  enriched  by. the  occasion. 

It  would  be  useless  to  say  any  thing  more  regarding  the 
talents  of  Mr.  Slater.  No  one  could  do  what  he  did,  unless 
possessing  an  intellect  of  the  highest  order.  It  would  be 
no  more  pertinent  to  raise  a  question  on  the  subject,  than 
to  make  a  similar  inquiry  in  regard  to  !Franklin,  or  Wash- 
ington, or  Bonaparte,  or  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  But  Mr.  Slater 
had  other  claims  to  consideration.  The  poor  were  never 
tamed  from  his  house  hungry.  The  laborious  missionary 
imder  his  hospitable  mansion  always  found  a  home ;  and 
usually  on  taking  his  departure,  not  a  heartless  benediction, 
tut  a  memento  wherewith  to  be  warmed  and  filled  in 
coming  time.  He  apparently  esteemed  it  as  much  on  the 
catalogue  of  his  moral  responsibilities  to  provide  tiie  means 
of  education,  and  religions  instruction  and  consolation  for 
those  in  his  employ,  as  to  provide  the  requisites  for  his  own 
household  table  three  times  a  day.  In  addition  to  the 
general  provision  adapted  to  the  diversified  tastes  and 
prejudices  in  such  a  population,  he  made  special  and  even 
30 
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princely  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  the  religious 
institntions  connected  with  his  own  faith.  During  the  fii-at 
six  years  of  the  existence  of  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Pawtucket, 
the  period  which  the  writer  was  rector,  his  contributions 
therefor  must  have  been  in  the  range  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars annually. 

Among  the  acts  of  Samuel  Slater  deserving  commenda- 
tion, and  not  inferior  to  any  other  in  importance,  was  the 
establishment  of  a  Sunday-school  for  the  persons  in  Ms 
employment.  This  was  according  to  the  example  of  his 
old  master,  Mr.  Strutt.  For  no  sooner  did  he  find  that  his 
bnsiue^  brought  together  children  and  youth  destitute  of 
all  means  of  instruction,  than  he  opened  in  his  own  house 
a  school  on  Sundays,  sometimes  teachmg  the  scholai-s  him- 
self, but  usually  hiring  a  person  to  do  it.  There  are,  it  is 
believed,  persons  now  living  in  Pawtucket  who  attended 
this  school,  and  were  indebted  to  it  for  neaily  all  the  edu- 
cation tiiey  received.  Mr.  Slater  always  supposed  that  he 
thus  established  the  first  Sunday-school  in  New  England. 
It  was  a  noble  and  praiseworthy  example  1  It  could  scarce- 
ly fail  that  Providence  would  smile  on  the  exertions  of  one 
who  thus  devised  means  to  improve  tiie  moral  and  intel- 
lectual condition  of  such  an  interesting  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  late  Rev.  "William  Collier,  m  early  life  pastor  of  a 
Baptist  church  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  and  all  the  latter 
part  of  it  engaged  as  a  city  millenary  of  Boston,  received 
■money  to  pay  for  his  own  education  from  Mr.  Slater,  as  a 
consideration  for  teaching  in  his  Sunday-school.  At  that 
time,  lie  spring  of  1196,  Mr.  Collier  was  a  student  of  Brown 
University,  the  Eev.  Dr.  Maxcy  being  president.  The  latter 
received  an  application  from  Mr.  Slater  to  send  him  one  of 
the  students  for  the  purpose  named,  and  he  would  allow 
him  a  suitable  compensation.  The  president  knowing  Mr. 
Collier  was  poor^  and  unable  to  pay  his  college  bills,  recom- 
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mended  him  for  the  station.  Mr.  Collier  at  fli'st  Iiesitated, 
from  conscientioiia  scnipiea,  fearing  that  such  services  might 
be  incompatible  with  dnties  appropriate  for  that  day. 
Howerer,  Dr.  Maxey  nitimately  prevailed  on  him  to  do  it. 
And  so  little  was  this  kind  of  Christian  charity  then  under- 
stood, that  one  young  man  of  that  college  was  deteiTed 
from  accepting  a  similar  overture  by  his  father,  a  clergy- 
man in  Connecticut. 

It  has  been  afSrmed,  on  the  authority  of  his  own  declara- 
tion, that  Mr.  Slater  labored  on  an  average  not  less  than 
sixteen  hours  a  day  for  twenty  years  after  coming  to  this 
country.  It  might  therefore  be  presumed  he  would  have 
had  bat  little  opportunity  or  disposition  to  reflect  on  mat- 
teiB  not  connected  with  his  business ;  yet  it  is  a  fact,  that 
on  many  other  topics  his  views'were  well  digested  and  phi- 
losophical. For  instance,  on  the  condition  of  the  poor. 
His  sympathy  for  the  disti-eseed,  and  his  kindness  and  good- 
will for  all,  were  ever  warm,  active,  practical,  and  efficient, 
based  upon  steadfast  principles,  and  aiming  at  the  greatest 
attainable  measure  of  good.  In  the  relief  of  immediate 
and  pressing  want,  he  was  prompt  and  liberal ;  but  in 
measures  which  he  adopted  for  its  prevention  in  future,  he 
evinced  paternal  feeling  and  judicious  forecast.  His  motto 
was,  "  Employment  and  liberal  pay  to  the  able-bodied  pro- 
moted regularity  and  cheerftdne^  in  the  house,  and  drove 
the  wolf  from  its  door."  "  Direct  charity,"  he  wonld  say, 
"  places  its  recipient  nnder  a  sense  of  obligation  which 
trenches  upon  that  independent  spirit  that  all  should  main- 
tain. It  breaks  his  pride,  and  he  soon  leai-ns  to  beg  and 
eat  the  bread  of  idleness  without  a  blush.  But  employ 
and  pay  him,  and  he  receives  and  enjoys  with  honest  pride 
that  which  he  knows  he  has  earned,  and  could  have  re- 
ceived for  the  same  amoimt  of  labor  from  any  other  em- 
ployer." 

There  waa  a  peculiar  q^uaintness  in  Mr.  Slater's  mannei 
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of  expression  on  common  antjects  tliat  gave  great  force  to 
the  sentiment  expressed.  "Without  a  knowledge  of  this, 
many  of  hia  remarks  that  have  been  repeated  hy  those  who 
knew  him  personally,  to  others  appear  feeble,  if  not  insipid. 
Bat  when  nttering  them,  there  was  a  crarl  of  the  lip,  and 
an  expression  of  the  eye,  that  made  an  extraordinary  im- 
pression on  the  mind  of  those  who  witnessed  them.  We 
give  an  anecdote  illustrative  of  this,  during  a  visit  to  him  of 
President  Jackson,  when  making  his  northern  tour.  After 
the  President  and  his  suit  had  been  conducted  through  the 
village  of  Pawtucket,  and  were  expressing  themselves  as 
delighted  with  its  appearance,  its  numerous  and  well-regu- 
lated establishments  of  business,  its  ample  and  commo- 
dious churches,  and  especially  its  intelligent  and  well- 
ordered  citizens,  they  repaired  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Slater, 
then  confined  by  a  rheumatic  disorder,  to  pay  their  re- 
spects to  a  man  who  had  thus  benefited  our  common 
country. 

Wili  the  afi'ability  and  complaisance  so  peculiar  to 
General  Jackson,  he  addressed  Mr.  Slater  as  the  father  of 
American  manufactures ;  as  the  man  who  had  erected  the 
first  valuable  machinery,  and  who  spun  yam  to  make  the 
first  cotton  doth  in  America ;  and  who  had,  by  his  superin- 
tendence and  direction,  as  well  as  by  intense  labor,  erected 
the  first  cottm-rmll  in  Rhode  Island,  which  was  the  first  m 
the  land  of  the  Pilgrims.  General  Jackson,  who  had  been 
informed  of  these  particulars,  entered  into  familiar  conver- 
sation on  the  subject.  "  I  understand,"  said  flie  President, 
"  you  taught  us  bow  to  spin,  so  as  to  rival  Great  Britain  in 
her  manufactures ;  you  set  all  these  thousands  of  spindles  at 
work,  which  I  have  been  delighted  in  viewing,  and  which 
have  made  so  many  happy  by  a  lucrative  employment." 
"Yes,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Slater,  "I  suppose  that  I  gave 
out  the  Fsahn,  and  they  have  been  singing  to  the  tune 
ever  since."     "  We  are  glad  to  hear  also  that  you  have 
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realized  something  for  yoareelf  and  family,"  said  the 
Vice-President.  "So  am  I  glad  to  know  it,"  said  Mr. 
Slater,  "  for  I  shonld  not  like  to  be  a  pauper  in  this 
country,  whei'e-they  are  put  up  at  auction  to  the  low^t 
bidder." 

It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Slater  was  constitutionally  fni- 
gal  and  prudent  in  his  expenses.  The  timra,  too,  in  bis 
early  life,  were  favorable  to  such  a  habit.  Now-a-daye, 
many  young  men  with  five  times  the  income  he  had  the 
first  ten  years  of  his  residence  in  America,  instead  of  lay- 
ing up  money,  as  he  did,  so  as  to  extend  his  business,  spend 
it  all  as  received,  in  conformity  to  the  fashionable  extrava- 
gances of  the  age.  Thus  he  became  frugal  from  habit,  as 
well  aa  from  principle,  so  that,  when  he  became  rich,  it 
seemed  to  reqiiire  an  effort  on  his  part  to  change  his  style 
of  living.  We  distinctly  recollect  a  conversation  on  this 
subject,  between  him  and  a  few  of  his  intimate  friends, 
when  he  was  a  little  more  than  fifty  years  of  age,  and  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  half  a  million  of  dollars.  It  was  in  the 
front  room  of  the  Manufacturers'  Bank,  where  they  were 
aecnstomed  to  meet  and  discuss  all  sorts  of  things  of  inter- 
est. At  that  time  he  lived  in  an  old  wooden  house  which 
might  have  cost  two  or  three  thousand  doUai's — decent  and 
comfortable,  it  is  true,  and  much  like  the  better  sort  of 
houses  in  the  village,  excepting  perhaps  half  a  dozen.  He 
also  owned  a  gbod  horse  and  cTiaise,  the  common  pleasure 
vehicle  in  that  part  of  New  England ;  \mi  he  usually  rode 
in  an  open  one-horee  wagon.  His  friends  told  him  it  was 
not  right  for  a  man  of  his  property  to  live  in  that  style ; 
that  he  ought  to  build  a  better  house  and  keep  a  coach. 

Mr.  Slater  replied  much  in  the  following  manner : — 
"  Gentlemen,  I  admit  that  I  am  able  to  have  a  large  and 
costly  house,  rich  furniture,  and  sei-vants  to  take  care  of  it ; 
that  I  am  able  to  have  a  coach,  with  a  driver  and  footman 
to  attend  me.     And  it  is  not  that  I  am  miserly  that  I  do 
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not  have  them.  But  it  is  a  duty  in  me  to  set  an  example 
of  prudence  to  others,  and  especially  to  my  children.  The 
■worlci  is  too  much  inclined  to  exfauvagance.  If  the  style 
you  recommend  is  to  be  considered  an  evidence  of  wealth, 
and  I  were  on  that  account  to  adopt  it,  others  not  able 
might  follow  my  example,  in  order  to  be  thought  rich.  In 
the  end  it  might  prove  their  ruin,  while  prudent  and  honest 
people  would  have  to  suffer  for  it.  '  And  you  know  I  have 
six  boys.  If  they  live,  and  have  families,  each  will  want  to 
live  in  as  much  style  as  their  father.  Now  if  I  am  able  to 
live  as  you  recommend,  my  property,  when  divided  in  six 
parts,  might  not  be  sufficient  to  support  six  such  establish- 
ments ;  besides,  business  may  not  continue  as  good  as  it  is 
at  present,  I  wish  to  set  a  good  example  for  my  children. 
If  they  do  not  follow  it,  the  fault  is  not  mine."  Mr,  Slater 
did  not  himself  materially  vary  his  family  arrangements  in 
the  above  particular ;  but  a  few  years  afterward  he  mar- 
ried, for  a  second  wife,  a  lady  of  talents  and  a  decent  for- 
tune, who  very  properly  did  it  for  him. 

Although  Mr.  Slater  was  much  blessed,  and  prospered  in 
his  business,  yet  he  had,  especially  in  the  latter  half  of  his 
life,  severe  trials.  Soon  after  coming  to  this  countiy,  he 
maiTied  a  daughter  of  Oziel  Wiltinson.  The  family  was 
in  the  Quaker  connection,  and  was  distinguished  for  unu- 
sual talents.  Mrs.  "Wilkinson  was  as  much  distinguished 
for  moral  excellence,  and  her  daughters  seemed  to  inhei-it 
no  smaU  measure  of  her  good  quahties.  Hence,  Mr.  Slater 
was  fortunate  in  his  domestic  relations.  His  wife  had,  we 
beheve,  ten  children ;  but,  in  the  latter  part  of  1812,  she 
died  of  consumption,  four  of  the  children  having  preceded 
her  to  the  gi-ave.  And  one  after  another  of  those  which 
then  survived  have  passed  away,  leaving  at  present  but  a 
single  individual  of  the  number  to  sustain  the  reputation  of 
their  father.  This  is  Horatio  Nelson  Slater,  whom  we  have 
seen  but  once  for  nearly  thirty  years.     He  was  a  remarka- 
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bly  fine  "boy,  and  has,  we  understand,  redeenied  the  high 
expectations  then  raised  concerning  him. 

We  haye  space  for  a  few  additional  remarks  only,  having 
already  extended  this  article  to  a  length  not  intended.  His 
perceptiona  were  quick,  -almost  like  magnetic  action.  He 
formed  his  own  opinions ;  and  such  were  his  decision  and 
energy  that  he  was  never  inclined  to  relincLuish  them.  This 
is  apparent,  from  his  steady  and  untiring  perseverance  in 
perfecting  the  plana  he- had  formed.  Ohstacles  rather  in- 
creased than  diminished  his  ardor.  In  the  life  of  such  an 
individual,  an  event  of  real  magnitude  is  not  appreciated, 
or  even  seen  in  all  its  grandeur  and  importance  till  subse- 
quent to  the  time  of  its  occun-enee.  The  memory  of  com- 
mon minds  is  gradually  fading  away,  till  completely  lost. 
Common  men  die  and  are  soon  forgotten ;  whereas  great 
minds  appear  more  brilliant  in  the  reti-ospect  than  when 
immediately  before  us.  The  Hving  age  ia  overcast  with 
clouds  of  mist  and  dust,  which  prevent  one  from  seeing 
clearly.  Hence,  the  contemporary  aspect  of  things  is  often 
confused  and  indistinct.  The  historian's  breath  must  pass 
over  the  scene  to  chase  away  what  is  light,  and  frivolons, 
and  worthless ;  and  then  he  may  collect  and  reduce  to  an 
enduring  form  what  is  solid  and  precious.  It  belongs,  there- 
fore, to  a  succeeding  generation  to  place  a  full  estimate  on 
the  mental  character  of  Mt.  Slater,  and  on  the  magnitude 
of  his  labors  in  this  country.  Nor  is  this  all,  A  neai- 
view,  in  point  of  space  as  well  as  of  time,  will  often  give  one 
a  lees  juat  conception  of  great  men  and  their  deeds,  than 
a  more  distant  view.  The  people  of  Pawtueket,  constantly 
beholding  Mr.  Slater  laboring  night  and  day,  sometimes 
perhaps,  lite  Frankhn,  with  a  bale  of  cotton  on  a  wheel- 
barrow, little  imagined  the  extent  of  mental  resources,  or 
die  magnitude,  to  successive  generations,  of  the  entei-prise 
in  which  he  was  so  completely  absorbed.  This  could  have 
been  far  better  done  by  persons  more  remotely  situated. 
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For  this  there  are  analogies.  For  instance,  the  eye  placed 
too  near  the  canvas  of  the  painter,  is  frequently  bewildered 
with  all  the  separate  nmltitudinons  tonch^  of  the  pencil ; 
but,  when  removed  to  an  appropriate  distance,  these  all 
melt  into  an  hai'monious  living  pietnre. 
Ml-.  Slater  died  in  1835. 
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Alexandee  Henry,  "born  in  tlie  north  of  Ireland,  1766  ; 
died  in  Philadelphia,  1847. 

The  record  of  the  lives  of  those  who  have  attained  emi- 
nence "by  usefulness  in  the  private  walks  of  life,  is  of  pecn- . 
liar  value  to  society.  An  example  of  pliilanthropiG  zeal, 
steadily  purening  its  benevolent  designs,  amidst  the  pre- 
vailing selfishness  of  business  competition  and  languor  of 
slothful  indulgence,  will  be  productive  of  incalculable  bene- 
fit to  the  community.  The  old  and  the  middle-aged  will 
be  incited  to,  at  least,  occasional  deeds  of  beneficence,  and 
the  young  will  earnestly  covet  the  benedictions  which  fol- 
low the  steps  of  him  who  proves  himself  a  lover  of  his  kind. 
The  indolent  will  be  shamed  from  his  slothful  indifference 
to  the  woes  of  his  race,  and  the  hard-hearted  creditor  find 
a  strange  pleasure  in  the  unwonted  exercise  of  mercy. 

Such  was  the  beneficial,  we  may  say,  the  holy,  influence 
exerted  by  the  example  of  the  merchant  and  philanthropist 
who  forma  the  subject  of  this  brief  memoir.  ,  Of  him  it  may 
be  truly  said  that,  "  when  the  ear  heard  him,  then  it 
blessed  him ;  and  when  the  eye  saw  him,  it  gave  witness 
to  him,  Because  he  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the 
fatherless,  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him.  The  bless- 
ing of  him  that  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  him,  and 
he  caused  the  widow's  heai't  to  sing  for  joy," 

Alexander  Henry  was  born  in'  the  north  of  Ireland,  in 
June,  1766,  Deprived  by  death,  at  the  early  age  of  two 
years,  of  paternal  guidance  and  example,  the  care  of  his 
education  devolved  upon  a  brother  (Alexander  was  the 
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youngest  of  five  brotiiers),  who  sent  him  to  school,  and 
directed  his  studies  with  a  view  to  his  entering  the  ITniTer- 
sity,  designing  Mm  for  a  professional  life.  The  death  of 
his  tutor  caused  an  interruption  of  his  studies,  and  reflec- 
tion upon  his  future  course  of  life  determined  him  to  devote 
his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits.  But  difficulties  here 
presented  themselves  of  no  trifling  character. 

In  a  long  settled  neighborhood,  especially  in  a  commu- 
nity where  the  natural  increase  of  population  is  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  emigration  to  the  New  World,  no  con- 
siderable augmentation  of  trade  can  be  expected ;  and  that 
whieli  is  already  established,  generally  flows  in  hereditary 
channels.  The  merchant  ti-ansmita  his  capital  and  custom 
to  his  son,  or  kinsman ;  or,  if  vacancies  occur  in  proprietor- 
ship, they  are  usually  filled  by  those  who  can  command 
capital  and  custom  for  themselves.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  is  ejitremely  difBcidt  for  a  young  man  without 
means  to  purchase  an  interest  in  an  old  business,  or  success- 
fully establish  a  new  one.  It  is  to  the  operation  of  these 
causes,  that  we  are  indebted  for  many  of  the  most  valuable 
of  OUT  adopted  citizens. 

The  youth  of  enterprising  disposition,  impatient  for  the 
profitable  exercise  of  his  industry,  thus  straitened  at  home 
by  the  want  of  capital,  lends  a  willing  ear  to  the  narrations 
of  successful  thrift  in  a  new  world,  where  the  channels  of 
business  are  never  full,  and  where  industry  and  persever- 
ance may  calculate  upon  a  sure  reward. 

The  connections  of  Alexander  Henry  were  in  circnm- 
stances  of  comfort  and  respectability,  but  the  estate  inher- 
ited by  his  mother  and  her  children  fi-om  his  father,  was 
insufficient  for  the  support  of  so  large  a  family.  Peace 
had  now  been  declared  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States ;  an  unwonted  activity  in  trade  might  be 
safely  anticipated,  and  Alexander  and  his  second  brother 
determined  to  tjrf^  their  fortune  in  the  land  of  promise. 
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Theii'  passages  were  engaged,  and  the  earnest-money  paid, 
wlien  the  subject  of  our  memoir  experienced  one  of  those 
severe  disappointmente  whicli  are  more  keenly  felt  fn  early 
days  than  at  a  later  stage  of  existence  ;  when  we  have 
learned  from  experience  that  neither  sorrow  nor  joy  are  aa 
bright  or  as  dark  aa  they  appear  to  the  yoiithful  pilgrim  in 
tlie  great  journey  of  life.  Whilst  fondly  relying,  in  his 
uncertain  prospects  in  a  strange  land,  upon  the  comiaei  and 
guidance  of  an  elder  brother,  this  brother  diatreased  Mm 
by  the  information  that  he  had  resolved  to  stay  at  home, 
and  that  if  he  ventured  upon  their  intended  enterprise,  it 
must  be  alone, 

ITiia  change  of  determination  will  appear  the  more  ex- 
cuaable,  when  we  consider  the  moving  cause.  Love  was 
too  strong  for  the  young  man.  It  waa  a  sore  h-ial  to  see 
his  brother,  his  younger  brother,  too,  venture  upon  a  career 
of  doubtful  enterprise  in  a  land  of  atrangers  :— but  young 
Henry  had  given  Ms  affections  to  another,  and  could  he 
leave  her — perhaps  forever?  lltlounifully,  then,  he  said 
to  Alexander,  "  I  cannot  go  with  you."  He  remained  at 
home,  and  married  her  to  whom  be  had  plighted  hia  ti'oth. 
This  discouragement  would  have  sufficed  to  dampen  the 
coTu-age  of  moat  youths,  surrounded,  too,  \>^  all  the  attrac- 
tions of  home,  wMcb  must  be  exchanged  for  the  face  of 
strangei-s,  and  contact  with  those  who  felt  no  interest  in  the 
weal  or  woe  of  the  young  adventurer ;  but  Alexander  was 
not  so  easily  disheartened. 

He  bade  adieu  to  his  native  land,  and  sailed  for  America. 
Anived  in  PMladelpMa  (this  w^  in  1783,  and  in  his  18th 
year),  bis  first  care  was  the  profitable  disposal  of  some  dry- 
goods  which  he  had  brought  from  Ireland,  and  employment 
in  some  respectable  mercantile  house,  which  would  fit  him 
for  usefulness  in  the  walks  of  active  life.  By  the  medium 
of  letters  of  introduction  to  a  buemess  firm  in  PhiladelpMa, 
he  soon  procured  a  clerkship  in  a  dry-goods  establishment 
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at  a  salary  of  $250  per  annum.  Now  pemianently  settled, 
as  he  had  reason  to  believe,  in  the  city  of  hia  adoption 
(which  continued  to  be  his  residence  until  the  day  of  hia 
death),  with  the  prospect  of  gaining  a  respectable  liveli- 
hood hj  his  own  exertions,  without  application  for  home 
relief,  the  young  clerk  did  not,  as  is  too  often  the  case  with 
business  assistants,  seek  hia  own  ease  and  consult  self-indul- 
gence, careless  of  the  inter^ts  of  his  employers,  so  long  as 
his  own  annual  stipend  was  promptly  provided  for. 

On  the  conb-ary,  his  diligence,  tact,  and  energetic  zeal 
in  the  duties  of  hia  post,  so  eonspicnously  challenged  the 
attention  of  his  employers,  that  in  two  months  from  hia 
entrance  into  the  store,  he  was  made  superintendent  of  a 
branch  of  the  house,  established  purposely  for  the  exercise 
of  his  industry  and  talents,  and  his  salary  advanced  to 
$1,300  per  annum.  After  lahoiing  for  some  time  in  this 
subordinate  capacity,  he  announced  to  a  number  of  his 
inende  in  England  and  Ireland  his  intention  of  commencing 
the  commission  business  on  hia  own  account.  The  respon- 
ees  which  his  letters  elicited  were  of  the  most  gratifying  and 
substantial  character.  Jlerchants  are  aufBciently  alive  to 
their  own  interests,  to  ascertain  carefully  tlie  moral  and 
business  character  of  those  to  whom  they  propose  to  intiTist 
their  affairs.  The  character  of  the  young  merchant  was 
already  well  known  to  hia  corespondents,  and  "  manifest" 
after  "  manifest"  exhibited  the  name  of  Alexander  Henry 
appended  to  long  invoices  of  desirable  consignments.  The 
confidence  thus  generously  reposed,  was  not  abused.  Those 
who  had  ti-ied  the  faithful  agent  once,  were  encouraged  to 
make  new  ventures ;  and  as  successful  agencies  are  natu- 
rally productive  of  increased  eoiTcspondence,  Mr.  Henry 
found  himself  within  seven  yeare  fi-om  the  commencement 
of  business  on  hia  own  account,  absolutely  over-crowded 
with  consignments  from  the  British  mart. 

The  details  of  a  mercantile  career  present  but  little  in- 
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terest  to  tlie  general  reader ;  yet  there  are  principles  in- 
volved in  tlie  "  walk  and  conyersation"  of  the  conscientious 
merchant,  which  are  essentially  connected  with  the  proper 
government  of  every  department  ot  life.  That  noble  in- 
tegrity which  ecoms  concealment  and  abhore  deceit ;  that 
libei'ality  which  relieves  distress,  and  by  its  golden  alchemy 
ti-ansmutes  despair  into  hope ;  that  continual  recognition  of 
the  all-seeing  Eye,  which  marl^  what  is  left  undone,  or 
what  is  done  amisa ;  these  principles  of  life  cannot  be  safely 
forgotten  by  any  who  seek  for  happiness  in  this  world,  or 
would  find  mercy  in  a  judgment  to  come. 

In  1807,  Mr.  Henry  had  acquired  a  large  fortune  by  the 
proceeds  of  his  commission  business,  and  importations  of 
British  and  India  goods  on  his  own  account,  and  "  though 
the  annual  profits  of  his  business  at  that  time  were  very 
large,  and  the  business  itself  of  the  safest  and  most  perma- 
nent character,  he  voluntarily  relinquished  it,  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  he  had  acquired  a  competency,  and  should  be 
content  to  retire  and  give  room  for  the  enterprise  and  ac- 
tivity of  others After  the  war  of  1812,  Mr.  Henry 

was  compelled  to  enter  again  into  some  of  the  details  of 
commercial  life.  "With  the  exception  of  this  and  one  or  two 
specific  and  veiy  successful  negotiatiom,  he  declined  active 
business ;  and  in  1818  addressed  a  circular  to  all  his  cor- 
respondents, apprising  them  of  this  determination." 

The  name  of  Alexander  Henry  waa  still  a  familiar  and 
an  esteemed  one  among  these  numerous  correspondents, 
and  is  now  equally  honored  by  their  children ;  for  Mr. 
Henry,  senior,  observing  the  business  tact  and  intelligence 
of  his  nephew  and  namesake  (who  had  emigrated  from 
Ireland  in  eariy  life),  sent  him  to  England  to  embark  upon 
what  has  proved  to  be  a. mercantile  career  of  great  profit 
and  reputation.  Alexander  Henry,  of  Manchester,  is  now 
the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  dry-goods  establishments  in 
the  world,  the  possessor  of  vast  wealth,  and  recently  repre- 
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sented  a  portion  of  the  English  constituency  in  the  Honse 
of  Commons. 

And  this  is  a  proper  occasion  to  speak  of  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  as  a  merchant  of  affectionate  heai't  and  liberal 
band.  Every  man  of  wealth  and  influence,  in  a  mercantile 
commnnity  especially,  has  abundant  opportunities  of  using 
a  portion  of  that  wealth  and  influence  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
treeSj  and  the  difPueion  of  bappin^s.  If  he  be  a  man  fa- 
vored with  the  bloaeed  gift  of  consideration,  he  will  not 
consider  his  duty  discharged  by  the  mere  bestowal  of  alms, 
or  liberal  contributions  to  charitable  associations.  lie  knows 
that  there  are  many  stages  between  independence  and  the 
lowest  aby^  of  poverty  and  destitution. 

The  straggling  merchant  whose  peace  is  destroyed  by 
the  apprebenaion  of  a  bankruptcy  which  will  entail  morti- 
fication upon  himself,  and  the  deprivation  of  comforts  to  a 
beloved  wife  and  children ;  the  desolate  widow  who  sighs 
in  vain  for  the  few  hundreds  of  dollare  which  would  estab- 
lish her  in  a  little  business,  the  profits  of  which  would  afford 
bread  to  her  famishing  family;  the  novitiate  who  seeks 
employment,  or  the  experienced  clerk,  who  has  the  talent, 
but  lacks  the  means,  to  start  with  fair  prospects  on  the 
arena  of  commerce ;— surely  such  as  th^e  should  be  be- 
friended by  those  whom  Providence  has  blessed  with  opu- 
lence :  and  such  did  indeed  find  a  friend  in  Alexander 
Hem-y ! 

So  proverbial  was  his  generosity,  so  well  assured  were 
those  who  had  no  helper,  of  finding  one  in  this  excellent 
man,  that  for  almost  half  a  century  his  house  may  be  said 
to  have  been  besieged  by  the  friendless  and  the  forsaken, 
the  struggling  and  the  despairing,  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan. Many  a  half-mined  tradesman,  many  a  heart-brokeii 
woman,  who  entered  that  well-known  mansion  the  victim 
of  gloomy  apprehensions  or  consuming  sorrow,  went  forth 
from  the  presence  of  Alexander  Henry  to  cheer  a  mourning 
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houseliold  with  the  glad  tidiaga  of  relief  for  the  present, 
and  hope  for  the  futnre. 

In  the  appropriation  of  his  benefactions,  Mr.  Henrj  was 
guided  by  that  wisdom  which  was  so  conspicuous  a  feature 
of  his  business  operations.  "Whilst  not  lavish  heyond  the 
proper  demands  of  the  occasion  which  called  forth  his 
bounty,  he  was  yet  always  willing  to  bestow  or  lend  large 
some  in  cases  which  justified  such  liberality.  We  have 
known  him  to  lend  as  much  as  twenty  thousand  dollara  at 
a  time,  where  the  party  had  no  claims  save  those  which  the 
benefactor  found  in  his  own  breast. 

For  a  period  of  nearly  half  a  century,  no  man  in  Fhilar 
delphia  was  more  generally  Imown  as  a  large  conti-ibutov  to 
institutions  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  religion  and  learn- 
ing, the  relief  of  poverty,  and  the  reformation  of  delinquents 
of  both  sexes. 

In  the  various  positions  of  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  he  was  for  many  yeare  a  devoted 
member,  a  Sunday-school  teacher,  a  distributer  of  religious 
ti-acts — first  introduced  by  him  into  America — the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  the  House  of  Refuge,  of  the  Magdalen  Society,  and  of  the 
American  Sunday-school  Union,  be  won  the  esteem  of  his 
colleagues,  and  the  love  and  admiration  of  the  public  and 
of  those  for  whose  benefit  he  labored  with  such  zeal  and 
judgment.  No  better  evidence  of  this  can  be  aflbrded  than 
the  proceedings  of  the  various  soeietis^  to  which  he  was  at- 
tached, and  the  comments  of  the  public  press  when  the 
melancholy  intelligence  of  his  death,  Ai^gust  13, 1847,  pro- 
duced a  sensation  in  the  community  seldom  felt  at  the 
withdrawal  of  one  who  had  neither  acquired  nor  coveted 
political  honors. 

"We  append  some  exti'acts  from  the  sources  referred  to, 
which  will  abundantly  confirm  the  truth  of  our  remarks. 

"  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Officera  and 
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Managers  of  the  American  Sunday-school  Union,  held  at 
their  house,  Philadelphia,  August  16,  1847,  the  following 
minute  in  reference  to  the  deceaae  of  Alexander  Henry, 
late  President  of  the  Society,  was  unanimously  adopted : 

"  It  haring  pleased  our  heavenly  Father  to  remove  from 
the  scene  of  his  labors  and  usefulness  Alexander  Henry, 
the  revered  and  much-loved  president  of  our  society,  tlie 
Board  of  Managei-s  would  record  their  sense  of  this  afflict 
ing  dispensation. 

"  When  the  project  was  adopted  to  organize  a  society  to 
supervise  and  aid  in  the  work  of  supplying  our  whole  coun- 
try with  the  hlessings  of  Sabhath-school  instruction,  it  was 
an  important  ohject  to  place  at  the  head  of  the  institution  a 
man  of  high  personal  piety,  of  sound  judgment,  and  of  com- 
manding influence.  Such  a  man  was  found  in  Alexander 
Henry.  Enjoying,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  respect  of 
this  commnnity,  with  a  wide-spread  reputation  as  a  Chris- 
tian and  a  philanthropist,  the  friends  of  the  caiiae  sought 
his  co-operation.  It  was  an  experiment  involving  no  small 
pecuniary  hazard,  and  one  in  which  failure  would  bring  , 
upon  its  leaders  mortification  and  reproaches.  These,  how- 
ever, were  considerations  not  to  deter  a  man  like  Mr. 
Henry  from  entering  with  all  his  heart  on  a  scheme  of 
benevolence  which  promised  such  vast  benefits  to  our  coun- 
try, to  the  cause  of  humanity,  and,  above  all,  tending  to  the 
advancement  of  om'  Kedeenier's  kingdom. 

"  With  a  sagacity  and  pmdence  well  suited  to  snch  a 
station,  the  result  of  a  sti-ong  mind,  acute  observation,  and 
great  experience,  he  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  office 
twenty-three  years  since ;  and  although  of  late  desiring  to 
be  discharged,  when  the  infirmities  of  age  disabled  him 
from  taking  an  active  part  in  the  business  of  the  society,  ho 
has  been  re-elected  by  the  imanimous  voice  of  his  asso- 
ciates, at  each  returning  year.  Durtng  this  long  period, 
with  the  exception  of  the  past  few  yeare,  he  has  presided  at 
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our  meetings,  and  taken  an  active  part  in  all  oac  opera- 
tions. His  whole  couree  has  manifested  the  enterprise,  the 
judgment,  and  the  prudence  of  a  wise  and  good  man. 

"Combining  expanded  views  with  a  judicious  execu- 
tion of  well-selected  plans,  he  spared  neither  the  ardor  of 
his  mind,  nor  his  great  personal  influence,  nor  free  and 
large  supplies  of  pecuniary  aid. 

"  The  enterprise  has  succeeded.  The  cause  of  Chi-istian 
instruction  has  heen  extended,  and  at  the  present  time  there 
are  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  teachers  associated 
with  this  society,  engaged  in  the  effort  '  to  impart  religions 
instruction  on  the  Lord's  day ;'  and,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
fundamental  design  of  the  society  has  been  executed,  '  in 
planting  a  Sunday-school  wherever  there  is  a  population.' 

"We  have  cause  of  gratitude  to  God,  in  behalf  of  onr 
country,  that  he  has  given  us  such  a  man,  and  has  continued 
his  services  to  a  period  so  far  beyond  the  ordinaiy  term  of 
a  man's  life.  Now  that  he  is  removed,  we  feel  sensibly 
how  severe  is  our  loss.  We  mourn  a  great  and  good  man, 
taken  from  a  post  of  eminent  usefulness ;  for  his  very  name, 
which  was  so  intimately  blended  with  our  own,  carried 
weight  and  influence  wherever  it  went.     Therefore, 

"  ResoUed,  That  while  we  thank  God  for  the  blessing 
bestowed  in  the  gift  of  his  servant,  now  departed  from  us, 
we  can  not  but  deplore  the  severe  loss  to  the  society,  to  our 
country,  and  to  the  cause  of  truth  in  the  world.  We  rever- 
ently how  to  the  will  of  the  All- wise  Disposer  of  all  things, 
praying  that  he  will  raise  up  those  who  may  manfully  and 
successfully  hear  the  banners  of  his  people,  in  their  conflict 
with  the  powers  of  dai'kness,  causing  truth  and  holiness  to 
triumph  over  ignorance  and  sin. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  officers  and  managers,  with  all  per- 
sons in  the  service  of  the  society,  will  attend  the  funeral  of 
1  president. 
,  That  the  sympathies  of  the  Board  be  ex- 
Sl 
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pressed  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Henry,  on  this  their  great 
bereavement,  with  om-  prayers  that  they  may  enjoy  the 
consolation  which  God  bo  freely  gives  to  his  children,  and 
of  which  they  may  assuredly  partahe  whp  can  confidently 
trust  in  the  happiness  of  a  faithful,  humble  follower  of  the 
Lord." 

Extract  &om  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Stephen  H.  Tyng,  of 
New  York,  at  the  Twenty-fourth  Anniversary  of  the  Amer- 
ican Sunday-school  Union : 

"  But,  sir,  since  last  I  saw  you  at  this  anniversary,  I  can 
not  but  remark  that  I  miss  a  form  which  I  have  been  long 
accustomed  to  see.  Reading,  the  other  day,  tiie  life  of 
Eobert  Housman,  of  Lancaster,  it  was  remarked,  that  when 
his  family  obtained  a  painter  from  London,  in  order  to 
secure  a  permanent  liken^s  of  the  beloved  and  venerable 
man,  the  painter  declared  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  pur^ 
sue  his  art  with  any  succe^,  because  when  he  looted  upon 
his  countenance  it  seemed  as  if  he  was  looking  at  heaven  it- 
self. Sir,  may  I  not  be  allowed  to  say,  without  extravagance, 
that  on  previous  occasions  tbere  has  been  the  face  of  one 
among  us,  occupying  the  place  which  you  occupy  to-night, 
the  sight  of  which  brought  to  our  remembrance  the  idea  of 
a  better,  a  higher,  a  calmer,  and  a  holier  world  than  shall 
ever  be  found  on  earth,  till  Jesua  shall  come  again,  to  make 
the  leopard,  and  the  wolf,  and  the  Iamb,  and  the  kid,  and 
the  young  lion  lie  down  together.  To  say  we  miss  him,  is 
to  speak  the  sentiments,  the  universal  feehngs  which  have 
been  diffused  throughout  the  entire  religious  community ; 
for  where  such  a  character  is  found,  it  wiU  bring  unlimited 
respect  and  honor,  and  i-evercnce  and  love.  As  long  as 
■superior  benevolence,  exalted  faith,  and  spotless  virtue— aa 
long  as  Christiamty  shall  command  the  confidence  of  man- 
kind, the  name  of  Alexander  Henry  will  be  cherished  with 
respect,  and  admiration,  and  delight.  Distingui'*hed  alike 
by  all  the  accomphshments  which  adorn  the  Chiistism  char- 
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acter,  he  has  gone  to  "be  recompensed  for  his  imlimited 
benevolence,  his  honorable  labors,  his  nndisputable  faith, 
his  Christian  walk  and  conversation,  and  his  holy  life.  Oh  I 
fiir,  that  hie  mantle  may  fall  upon  his  snecessor,  giving  him 
not  only  h^  dignity  in  office,  but  the  uniform  greatness  of 
character  displayed  to  such  an  eminent  degree  by  our  de- 
parted and  lamented  brother  in  Christ."- 

From  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church : 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Presby- 
terian Obm-ch,  held  at  the  Education  Eoome,  Philadelphia, 
August  23d,  1847,  the  following  minute  was  imanimously 


"  God  having  been  pleased  in  his  all-wise  Providence,  to 
remove  from  this  life  Alexander  Henry,  our  distingaished 
and  beloved  president,  the  Board,  whilst  mourning  over 
their  great  loss,  feel  it  a  duty  they  owe  to  fiie  Church,  as 
well  as  to  their  own  sympathies,  to  record  their  testimony 
to  the  eminent  worth  and  public  services  of  their  departed 


"  Alexander  Henry  has  been  for  more  than  forty  years 
an  active  promoter  of  the  cause  of  ministerial  education  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Long  before  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation was  organized,  the  sagacions  mind  and  benevolent 
heart  of  this  elder  in  our  Zion  realized  the  importance  of 
assisting  pious  and  indigent  young  men  in  preparing  for 
the  gospel  ministry.  When  the  Philadelphia  Education 
Society  came  into  existence,  he  was  a  leading  executive 
officer  in  conducting  its  affaira ;  often  corresponding  with  the 
young  men,  cultivating  their  personal  intercourse,  keeping 
the  accounts,  and  exoi-ting  a  prominent  influence  in  the  man- 
agement of  educational  affairs.  His  sound  and  enlightened 
judgment,  as  well  as  his  extensive  experience,  enabled  him 
to  render  the  most  valuable  aid  at  all  times,  particularly 
when  the  Board  of  Education  was  organized  by  the  General 
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Assembly  in  1819,  and  i 
1831.  He  had  tJie  head  to  devise  ealutai-y  measures  for  the 
edncation  of  onr  candidates,  the  heart  to  sympathize  with 
them  in  their  poverty,  the  hand  to  carry  into  execution,  and 
the  purse  to  furnish  supplies.  Many  a  preacher  of  the  gos- 
pel in  the  Preshyterian  Chui-ch  has  received  his  educar 
tion  through  the  counsels,  the  prayers,  and  the  liberality  of 
Alexander  Henry.  At  the  reorganization  of  the  Boaa-d  in 
1831,  he  was  unanimously  elected  president,  which  office  he 
held  until  his  death.  All  the  operations  of  the  Board, 
until  the  recent  period  of  the  sictness  of  our  revered  presi- 
dent, have  been  so  intimately  connected  with  his  personal 
influence  and  agency,  that  we  feel  sensibly  indeed  his  de- 
parture. But  while  we  mourn,  far  be  it  from  us  to  murmur. 
'  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints.' 
He  '  rests  from  his  labors,  and  his  works  do  follow  him.' 

"  The  Board  adopt  the  following  resolutions  as  expressive, 
in  a  more  offlcia!  manner,  of  their  sentiments  on  the  occa- 
sion of  their  bereavement : 

»  1.  Resohed,  That  in  the  death  of  Alexander  Henry, 
the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  has 
lost  an  early,  steadfast,  and  efBcient  friend,  a  sympathizing 
and  wise  counselor,  an  enterprising  and  judicious  executive 
officer,  a  liberal  patron,  and  an  honored  president. 

"  3.  Mesolmd^  That  we  adore  the  Divine  goodness  which 
gave  and  preserved,  for  so  long  a  time,  so  faithful  a  public 
servant  to  the  Church,  while  we  acknowledge  with  resignar 
tion  the  severity  of  the  dispensation  which  has  taken  him 
away.  Amid  lie  sorrows  of  his  death,  we  find  a  solace 
in  his  past  life,  as  well  as  in  his  hopefid  translation  to  a 
better  world,  thi-ough  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ."    .... 

Extract  from  the  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Provident  Society  of  Piiiladelphia  for  the  Employment  of 
the  Poor : 

"  Since  our  last  report,  we  have  with  sorrow  to  record 
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the  decease  of  the  venerable  and  excellent  President  of  the 
Association,  Alexander  Henry,  who  has  been  long  among 
us  a  bright  and  shining  light,  whose  benevolence  has  called 
forth  the  blessing  of  those  who  were  ready  to  faint,  and 
caused  the  heart  of  the  widow  to  sing  for  joy ;  having  en- 
deavored faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  steward- 
ship committed  to  him,  he  has,  we  humbly  believe,  entered 
into  i-est,  with  the  welcome  salutation  of  '  WeU  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord,' 
May  his  example  stimulate  us  to  go  and  do  likewise." 

From  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House 
of  Eefnge  of  Philadelphia : 

"  Whereas,  It  hath  pleased  the  Supreme  Director  of  aU 
things,  in  his  wise  providence,  to  remove  our  venerable  and 
beloved  president :  and  whereas,  we  ai-e  desirous  of  ex- 
pressing the  high  regai'd  we  entertain  for  his  great  worth ; 
Therefore, 

"  Resol/ved,  That  in  the  death  of  Alexander  Henry,  the 
House  of  Eefnge  has  lost  one  of  its  earliest,  most  steadfast, 
and  generous  friends,  the  community  a  valued,  useful,  and 
upright  citizen,  and  the  poor  a  liberal  benefactor, 

"  The  Board  of  Managers  respectfully  report : 

"  At  a  later  period,  the  demise  of  their  honored  and  re- 
spected president,  Alexander  Henry,  Esq.,  deprived  the 
Board  of  the  services  of  one  who,  from  the  establishment  of 
the  institution,  had  been  among  its  ablest  and  warmest 
friends.  Eulogy  is  nnneceaaary  for  one  whose  name  is  em- 
balmed in  the  memory  of  all  who  knew  him;  whose 
benevolence — that  delighted  in  doing  good  by  stealth — and 
whose  other  Christian  graces  had  long  made  him  pre-emi- 
nent as  a  faithful  follower  of  his  Master." 

From  the  minutes  of  the  Magdalen  Society  of  Phila- 
delphia : 

"  Whereas,  It  has  pleased  God,  in  his  Divine  Providence, 
to  remove  from  lihe  scene  of  his  earthly  labore  oar  venera- 
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ble  and  venerated  president,  Alexander  Henry,  Esq.,  who 
for  the  space  of  forty  years  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
management  of  this  institution,  and  labored  with  distin- 
guished zeal  for  the  advancement  of  its  welfare  and  useful- 
ness: Therefore 

,  That  the  society  record  their  sense  of  tlie 
I,  fidelity,  and  henevolence,  with  which  their  late 
;  discharged  tlie  duties  of  his  office,  and  which 
rendered  his  services  so  peculiarly  adapted  to  promote 
and  secure  the  objects  for  which  om'  institution  was 
founded. 

"  Besolved,  That  the  soeieiy  do  express  their  afiectionate 
respect  for  the  many  virtues  which  adorned  the  character 
of  the  deceased,  and  made  his  life  an  example  of  unvarying 
Christian  consistency  and  eminent  usefulness." 

Fi-om  The  Preslytericm : 

.  .  .  .  "  He  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  also  of  the  American  Sun- 
day-school Union,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  for 
many  years  the  oldest  member,  and  the  last  of  the  sm^  gen- 
tlemen who  founded  the  Hibernian  Society  of  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Henry  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  mercantile  pui^ 
suite,  in  which  he  was  ever  characterized  for  his  integrity 
and  uprightness,  united  to  sound  judgment  and  great  liber- 
-ality  of  character.  He  retired  from  active  busine^  many 
years  since,  with  an  ample  fortune,  and  for  the  last  ten 
years  had  been  much  confined  from  his  gradually  declining 
health.  His  long  life  had  been  a  continued  exercise  of 
benevolence,  and  the  sanctity  of  a  bright  religious  faith 
ennobled  bis  motives,  whilst  it  gave  a  wise  direction  to  his 
actions.  The  various  institutionB  which  have  derived  ben- 
efit from  his  counsels,  or  aid  from  his  generosity,  will  feel 
that  they  have  lost  much  in  the  departure  of  one  whose 
wiUiiig  zeal  for  usefulness  made  him  respected  and  valued 
wherever  he  was  called  to  act. 


.y  Google 


ALEXANDER   HENRY.  487 

"  His  funeral  took  place  on  Tuesday  mornirig  last,  17tli 
inst.,  and  waa  attended  in  a  tody  ty  several  of  tte  institu- 
tions to  which  he  belonged,  and  a  large  concourse  of  friends 
and  citizens." 

From  a  New  York  periodical : 

"  You  will  be  pained  to  hear  of  the  decease  of  Alexander 
Henry,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  who  died  on  Friday  morning 
last,  fan  of  yea.  s,  and  ripe  for  the  inheritance  of  the  sancti- 
fied in  glory.  A  long  life  of  consistent  piety  and  active 
benevolence  is  crowned  with  the  reward  of  the  faithful. 
Unlike  most  men  of  wealth,  he  consecrated  his  ample  for- 
tune to  the  glory  of  God,  and  employed  it  in  those  acts  of 
beneficence  -which  promote  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 
In  all  the  benevolent  efforts  of  the  age  he  took  a  lively  in- 
terest, and  aided  them  by  his  influence  and  by  liberal  ben- 
efactions. He  adopted  the  wise  eom'se  of  being  to  a  great 
extent  his  own  executor,  and  dispensed  his  charities  with  a 
view  of  witnessing  and  enjoying  the  good  they  accom- 
plished while  he  lived.  We  can  not  but  feel  that  many 
wealthy  Christians  fall  into  serious  error  in  detennining  to 
hold  on  to  their  possessions  till  they  are  obliged  to  rehn- 
quish  them  by  the  summons  of  death.  How  far  liberality 
under  such  circumstances  is  accounted  true  benevolence  by 
Him  who  sees  with  a  perfect  vision,  we  shall  not  presume 
to  decide.  Certain  it  is  that  the  gospel  method  for  every 
man  to  distribute  'as  God  hath  prospered  him,'  is  wiser 
and  better.  Such  a  use  of  property  will  not  foster  a  grasp- 
ing, avai-icious  spirit,  and  wall  promote  and  perfect  all  the 
Christian  graces.  It  is  not  the  mere  possession  of  wealth 
that  endangers  the  sph'itual  welfare  of  good  men,  but  the 
temptation  to  use  it  in  a  way  that  piety  forbids.  It  is  im- 
faithfulness,  as  the  stewards  of  God's  bounty,  that  so  often 
renders  riches  a  snare  and  a  curse.  Mr.  Henry  was  happily 
exempt  fl.-om  that  propensity  so  common,  to  hold  on  to  his 
possessions  till  they  were  wrested  from  him  by  death.     Al- 
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most  cveiy  iDenevolent  enterprise  shared  in  his  liberality, 
and  the  bleseing  of  many  who  were  aided  by  his  more 
private  chariti^  -will  8hed  a  hallowed  influence  aronnd 
hie  grave.  Eeligion,  with  him,  was  not  a  matter  of  heart- 
lesaness  and  formality,  hut  a  living,  vital  principle,  pmi- 
fying  hie  heart,  and  exerting  a  controlling  influence  over 
his  life. 

"  It  was  onr  privilege,  a  short  time  since,  to  see  this  good 
man,  and  hear  from  his  own  lips  his  joyful  testimony  to  the 
precioasness  of  that  Saviour  in  whom  he  believed.  He 
viewed  himself  as  standing  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  and 
looked  beyond  it  with  exulting  hope  to  the  glory  which 
shall  be  revealed.  Death  was  disarmed  of  his  terrors,  and 
the  grave  of  its  gloom.  He  spoke  not  of  righteousness  of 
hia  own,  but  was  full  of  ecstacy  in  contemplating  the  merits 
of  h^  atoning  and  exalted  Eedeemer.  One  such  example 
of  the  power  of  faith  puts  the  seal  of  eternal  condemnation 
upon  all  the  schemes  of  human  device  to  obtain  pardon  and 
salvation.  In  Christ  there  is  a  foundation  broad  enough 
and  deep  enough  for  every  possible  emergency.  The  soul 
rests  tliere  without  a  fear  or  a  doubt.  The  storms  that  beat 
upon  U8  only  make  our  refuge  the  more  secure,  and  enable 
us  triumphantly  to  exclaim — 'Oh,  death,  where  is  thy 
sting?  Oh,  grave,  where  is  thy  victory?  Thanks  be  to 
God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jeeus 
Christ.' 

"Among  the  objects  of  benevolence,  the  American 
Sunday  School  Union  shared  largely  in  the  eympathies 
and  benefactions  ot  Mr  Henry.  He  had  long  been  the 
President  of  this  institution,  and  contributed  to  a  wide  ex- 
tent by  bib  influence  and  his  means  to  its  prosperity  and 
usefulness  The  Pieebyttnan  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
valued  member,  has  subtained  a  great  lose.  Every  good 
enterprise  will  feel  that  one  of  its  pillars  has  been  removed. 
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But  lie  is  gone.     '  He  rests  from  his  labors,  and  his  works 
do  follow  Mm.' 

'  Along  the  gentle  slopo  of  lifo'a  deoiina 
He  bent  his  gradual  waj,  All,  full  of  years, 
Ha  dropp'd,  like  mellotr  &mt,  into  his  grara.' — A.  E." 

From  the  North  Airherioan, : 

"  We  regret  deeply  to  announce  that  this  venerahle  man 
expired  yesterday  morning,  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his 
age. 

"  Mr.  Henry's  long  and  ueeM  life  was  passed  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  mercantile  profession,  in  which  he  amassed 
his  large  and  well-earned  fortune,  was  dignified  by  his  im- 
faltering  integrity,  his  large  and  hberal  views,  and  his  prac- 
tical illnstration  of  the  duties  of  a  merchant.  He  grew  old 
in  the  midst  of  a  community  which  honored  him  for  hia- 
worth,  and  his  latter  years  were  passed  in  the  ease  his  early 
labore  justly  entitled  him  to.  But  the  peculiar  excellence 
of  his  life  wae  the  philanthropy  which  distinguished  him, 
and  the  zeal  with  which  he  entered  into  plans  for  the  difiu- 
sion  of  religion,  and  labored  to  give, those  plans  the  effec- 
tiveness which  produces  desired  results.  The  various  insti- 
tutions  in  this  and  other  cities  which  have  derived  benefit 
from  his  counsels  or  aid  from  his  generosity,  will  feel  that 
they  have  lost  much  in  the  departure  of  one  whose  zeal  for 
usefulness  made  him  respected  and  valued  wherever  he  was 
called  to  act. 

"  Mr.  Hemy's  loss  wiU  be  deeply  felt,  for  he  had  created 
the  quiet  feeling  of  respect  which  springa  from  the  judg- 
ment, not  from  impulse,  in  the  minds  of  many  to  whom  he 
was  pei-sonaUy  unknown ;  and  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
knew  him  well,  respect  waa  mingled  with  veneration." 

From  the  Pevmsyha/ma  In^uwer : 

"  "We  announce  with  sincere  regret  the  death  of  Alexan- 
der Henry,  Esq.,  an  old,  cherished,  and   truly  estimable 
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citizen  of  Philadelphia.  He  died  at  hia  residence  in  this 
city  at  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning,  in  the  eighty- 
second  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Henry  was  for  years  promi- 
nently connected  with  many  of  our  most  valuable  benevo- 
lent institutions.  His  name  was  as  a  tower  of  strength  in 
every  good  cause  in  which  he  was  associated,  and  his  mem- 
ory will  live  in  the  grateful  hearts  of  thouaanda." 

From  the  sermon  preached  at  Li8  funeral,  by  the  Eev. 
John  McDowell,  D.D.: 

"As  a  Christian  and  an  officer  in  the  church,  he  was 
active  in  bis  Master's  service.  And  when  his  feeble  health 
and  the  infirmities  of  age  forbade  active  services,  he  was 
BtUl  engaged,  by  bis  wise  cotmsels  and  liberal  contributions, 
in  promoting  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  the  temporal  and 
spiritual  good  of  his  fellow-men.  In  him,  every  good  ob- 
ject in  Philadelphia,  for  the  promotion  of  its  prosperity,  the 
instruction  of  the  rising  generation,  the  reformation  of  the 
vicious,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  disti-eased,  found  a 
liberal  and  efficient  patron.  And  especially  was  his  liber- 
ality exercised  toward  objects  more  immediately  connected 
with  the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  the  salvation  of  the  souls 
of  men. 

"Before  the  speaker  had  a  personal  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Henry,  and  before  the  formation  of  the  many  benevo- 
lent religious  institutions  which  are  the  glory  of  the  present 
age,  when  large  contributions  for  religious  objects  were 
rare,  he  had  read  and  heard  of  the  donations  of  Mi-.  Henry, 
and  one  other  benevolent  man  in  Philadelphia,  gone  to  his 
rest,  with  admiration.  For  many  years,  and  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  uniformly  one  of  the  largest  contributors 
to  the  benevolent  institutions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
this  country,  to  which  be  belonged.  But  he  did  not  con- 
fine his  benefactions  for  the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  to  the  institutions  of  hia  own  denomination,  but 
othera,  for  the  promotion  of  the  same  great  object,  ever 
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found  in  him  an  efficient  friend ;  and  the  paralyzing  influ- 
ence of  age  did  not,  in  him,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  lessen 
his  benefactions. 

"  Among  the  numerous  benevolent  institutions  of  Phila- 
delphia and  elsewhere  with  which  he  was  connected,  and 
to  which  he  was  a  large  contributor,  I  beg  briefly  t»  notice 
a  few.  He  gave  much  to  the  poor  and  needy.  Among 
other  benefactions  to  this  class,  for  many  years  every  sum- 
mer he  purchased  a  large  stock  of  wood,  which,  in  the 
winter,  he  had  distributed   among  the  needy,  especially 


The  blessing  of  many  a 
!tios  were  supplied  and  whose 
upon 


such  as  were  viituous  and  pio 
worthy  family,  whose  r 
hearts  were  made  glad  by  his 
him. 

"To  the  Tract  cause  he  was  an  early  and  efficient  fiiend. 
Before  a  tract  society  was  organized  in  this  country,  he 
procured  ti-acts  in  England  and  had  them  distributed 
here ;  and  some  of  them,  together  with  some  new  ones, 
written  at  his  request,  were  published  in  this  city  at  his 
own  expense. 

"  Of  the  education  of  young  men  for  the  gc«pel  raiufetry, 
he  was  early  and  long  the  efficient  friend  and  patron.  Long 
before  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  Stat^  was  foimed, 
he  embarked  in  the  cause  of  educating  indigent  young  men 
of  pie(y  and  promise  for  the  gospel  ministry." 

The  life  of  sneh  a  man  is  his  best  eulogy.  What  a 
striking  contrast  does  it  present  to  the  melancholy  story 
of  mthless  ambition,  of  grasping  covetousness,  or  of  de- 
basing seif-indulgence,  which  crowds  the  pages  of  the 
historian,  or  is  presented  in  the  private  walks  of  life  on 
every  side. 

To  live  a  life  of  devotion  to  the  good  of  our  fellows,  and 
the  glory  of  Him  who  hath  placed  us  amid  the  responsi- 
bilities of  active  existence ;  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  hu- 
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manity,  and,  according  to  our  measore,  to  promote  the 
spiritual;  moral,  and  temporal  ■well-being  of  our  race,  is 
indeed  noble,  and  most  commendable ;  but  to  pass  through 
life  engrossed  ia  self,  and  indifferent  to  the  happiness  of 
others,  is  to  forget  the  first  of  duties,  and  to  forego  the 
purest  of  pleasures. 
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The  biography  of  professional  men  has  ever  been  deemed 
a  most  important  branch  of  literature.  The  scholar,  the 
divine,  the  physician,  the  hero,  the  stateeman,  tui-ns  over  its 
ponderous  tomes  in  search  of  the  means  by  which  each  has 
risen  to  eminence — how  he  became  instinct  with  genius ; 
how  he  caught  a  glimpse  of  those  bright  Imninaries  in.  the 
realms  of  intellect  which  incited  him  onward ;  how  he  toiled 
without  wearisomeness ;  how  the  midnight  taper  dispelled 
the  surrounding  darkness  of  a  sunless  sky ;  how  the  mind 
became  strong  inversely  ss  the  physical  powers  became 
weak ;  how  he  battled  with  successive  obstacles  tiU  they 
lay  prostrate  at  his  feet;  and  how  hope  sprang  up  like 
magic  ehai-ms,  ascending  step  by  step  till  on  the  ramparts 
of  undying  fame.  The  study  of  biography  enables  one  to 
do  this.  It  teaches  him  what  man  may  be,  and  why  he  is 
not  what  he  might  be.  It  tells  him  of  the  perils  and  the 
tidumphs  of  life  ;  how  he  may  escape  the  one,  and  how  he 
may  obtain  the  other.  As  the  material  sun  warms  the  entire 
earth  into  living,  animated  existences,  so  does  biography 
transform  the  souls  of  men  into  resplendent  exhalations  of 
that  living  Divinity  which  fills  immensity  with  his  presence. 
The  mariner's  chart  enables  one  to  steer  harmless  on  the 
broad  ocean,  amid  gulfs  and  billows,  rocks  and  shallows, 
through  every  clime,  reaching  the  most  distant  comers  of 
the  globe,  and  then  returning  laden  with  the  richest  fabrics 
of  the  East,  the  gems  of  Goleonda,  and  the  gold  of  Califor- 
nia, of  Ophir,  and  of  Australia.  So  does  biography  be- 
come a  chart  on  the  ocean  of  mind  to  assist  the  i 
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after  knowledge  till  he  obtain  treaaurea  better  than  gold, 
better  than  pearls,  better  than  diamonds. 

It  is  proverbially  trne  that  biography  teaches  by  example. 
Without  good  maps  of  the  globe,  the  student  of  geography 
would  be  forever  wandering  among  dark  shadows,  and 
would  rarely  attain  to  clear  views  of  topographical  truth. 
Biography  in  the  same  way  is  a  map  of  human  life,  teaching 
all  who  consult  it,  its  landmarks  and  its  beacon  lights. 
Would  our  own  General  Scott,  hoary  and  venerable  with 
years  as  he  is,  be  also  decked  with  laniels  of  martial  glory, 
such  as  were  never  before  worn  by  man,  had  he  not  read 
and  studied  the  achievements  of  heroes  and  conqnerore  who 
had  preceded  him  in  the  pursuit  of  militaiy  fame  ?  Would 
the  lands  of  heathen  darkness  be  visited  by  the  thousands 
of  the  heralds  of  the  Cross,  as  they  now  are,  had  not  these 
heralds  read  of  the  wanderings  of  Scwartz,  of  Buchanan, 
and  of  Henry  Martyn  ?  In  illustration  of  this  position  ref- 
erence might  be  made  to  individual  cases  of  eminence  in 
the  pulpit,  at  the  bar,  and  in  the  medical  profession,  in- 
duced by  an  admiration  of  the  splendid  attainments  made 
by  those  who  bad  previously  labored  in  those  professions. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  do  so.  The  imagination  of  the  reader 
will  readily  supply  the  omission.  Such  cases  are  too  nume- 
rous, and  too  palpable  not  to  be  remembered.  They  are 
famihar  Kbe  household  words.  It  may  be  asked,  neverthe- 
less, if  many  of  our  prince-like  philanthropists  may  not 
have  found  their  first  impulses  to  a  career  which  has  im- 
mortahzed  their  names,  in  studying  the  deeds  of  Howai-d, 
Count  Rmnford,  and  Elizabeth  Fry  ?  And  may  it  not  be 
presumed  that,  hereafter,  the  written  lives  of  Miss  Night- 
ingale, Misa  Dix,  and  others  like  unto  them,  will  stimulate 
hundreds  to  imitate  their  example  in  deeds  of  mercy? 
This  may  be  expected.  Every  one  conversant  with  ^e 
principles  of  mental  philosophy  must  be  aware  that  such 
will  be  a  natural  and  probable  result. 
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Inductions  from  these  casnal  intimations  can  not  be  mis- 
apprehended. They  are  as  clear  as  the  light  of  noon. 
They  are  irresistible,  like  mathematical  demonstrations. 
They  are  impressive  like  a  living  voice  in  all  its  native  and 
■well-trained  energy.  Hence,  in  the  theological  school,  the 
lecturer  holds  up  the  lives  of  particular  ones  in  the  clerical 
profession  to  be  taken  by  the  student  as  models  to  be  imi- 
tated, or  one  rather  to  be  imitated  in  one  thing,  and  an- 
other in  something  else;  to  wit,  Jeremy  Taylor  in  the 
broad  and  substantial  scheme  for  practical  piety,  James 
Saurin  in  native  fervor  and  gcapel  unction,  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards in  the  subtlety  and  unerring  truth  of  his  metaphysics, 
and  Eobert  Hall  and  Thomas  Chalmers  in  the  overwhelm- 
ing power  of  human  eloquence.  It  is  the  same  in  the  law 
school.  The  juridical  professor  would  never  dare  to  pre- 
sume his  pupils  will  become  eminent  at  the  bar  or  on  the 
bench,  unless  he  can  place  before  them  Sir  WiUiam  Black- 
stone,  Chief-Justice  Hale,  Lord  Eldon,  John  Marshall, 
Chancellor  Kent,  or  Daniel  TP"ebster.  These  and  other 
equally  great  lights  in  jurisprudence  are  held  up  to  the 
legal  student  for  imitation — as  mirrors  in  which  he  may  be- 
hold something  of  the  fature  image  of  himself.  He  is 
taught  to  meditate  upon  these  master-spirits  till  in  a  meas- 
m-e  assimilated  to  them ;  to  admire  their  transcendent  pow- 
ers fill  the  aspirations  of  his  own  bosom  wake  up  a  zeal  and 
an  energy  that  will  never  quail  till  life  becomes  extinct. 
Nor  is  it  less  so  in  the  medical  and  anatomical  hall.  The 
healing  and  curative  art  would  forever  be  in  its  infancy, 
did  not  each  succession  of  those  who  practice  it,  avail  them- 
selves of  the  skill  of  thc«e  who  practiced  it  before  them. 
The  skill  of  each  generation  is  transmitted  to  a  succeeding 
one;  and  the  particular  types  of  character  in  different  prac- 
titioners, operating  to  perfect  this  skill,  is  philosophically 
unfolded  in  hygeian  biography.  It  is  atSi-med  with  con- 
fidence that  nowhere  else  can  these  types  be  so  well  de- 


.y  Google 


496  LIVES   OF    AMERICAN    MERCHANTS. 

liiieated,  so  well  calculated  to  inspire  a  laudable  ambition 
for  renown  in  the  profession.  And,  indeed,  it  may  be  af- 
firmed, that  biography  generally  is  somewhat  analogous  to 
a  lens,  whicb  collects  and  brings  to  a  focns  the  rays  of  the 
sun ;  or,  rather,  perhaps,  to  the  humors  of  the  eye,  which 
collect,  transmit,  and  impress  with  unerring  fidelity  upon 
the  retina  the  images  of  surrounding  objects.  Nor  is  it 
unlike  the  daguen-eotyping  proems  that  makes  true  pictures 
of  any  object  before  it  on  the  surface  prepared  to  receive 
them. 

Such,  it  is  well  known,  is  the  generally  received  opinion 
on  the  importance  of  biographical  delineations,  when  they 
relate  to  professional  men — to  lawyers,  physicians,  and 
clergymen  ;  and,  more  especially,  to  statesmen  and  heroes. 
It  is  now  becoming  apparent,  that  similar  reasons  may  be 
given  for  secular  biography ;  that  is,  well-written  raemoira 
of  merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  farmers,  where 
individuals  in  these  classes  can  be  found  rising  to  honor- 
able distinction.  The  reasons  for  the  latter  are  as  cogent 
as  for  the  former.  On  the  latter  depend  mainly  the  enter- 
prise and  wealth  of  a  coimtry.  On  the  latter  mainly,  too, 
depend  the  former  for  encouragement  and  honorable  main- 
tenance. Blot  out  of  existence  the  producers  and  factora 
of  a  community,  and  to  whom  shall  we  look  for  the  devel- 
opment of  national  resources  and  national  wealth  1  Indeed, 
to  whom  can  we  look,  even  for  the  means  of  a  decent  and 
comfortable  subsistence  ?  The  legal  profession  may  define 
and  protect  individual  rights  to  property,  after  it  has  been 
acquired ;  the  clerical  profession  may  labor  faithfully  and 
succ^sfuUy  for  treasures  that  are  in  heaven ;  and  the  med- 
ical profession  may  in  its  sphere  produce  its  own  legitimate 
ends ;  all  of  which  is  highly  needful  in  a  community ;  but, 
without  the  producers  and  fectors  of  a  coujitry  all,  as  one, 
will  be  a  mass  of  paupers.  This  is  a  matter  of  necessity. 
It  is  not  the  province  of  professional  men  to  produce  wealth. 
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Theirs  is  a  different  vocation.  Hence  for  tKia  they  are  not 
responsible.  For  agents  to  do  this  we  are  to  look  else- 
where— to  agricalturiats,  to  artisans,  and  to  their  needfnl 
associates,  the  factors.  These  are  the  men  that  awaken 
enterprise,  stimulate  industry,  and  cause  wealth  to  increase 
in  a  commumtj,  Throngh  their  instramentality  agriculture 
is  improved,  mechanical  skill  is  matured,  labor  is  made 
honorahle,  and,  above  all,  means  are  provided  not  only  for 
the  necessaries,  but  for  the  rich  and  costly  elegances  of  life. 
It  is  preposterous,  therefore,  to  assume  that  the  latter 
classes  are  less  important  in  a  community  than  the  former ; 
or,  that  accumulative  wisdom  is  less  necessary  in  the  one 
than  in  the  other.  Hence,  the  faimei  who  distinguishes 
himself  in  making  an  acre  of  land  produce  twice  or  thrice 
what  it  has  ordinarily  yielded,  and  m  giving  employment 
and  sustenance  to  ten  laboi  ei  s  whei  e  only  one  before  had 
it,  is  worthy  of  being  known  to  eveiy  farmer  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  his  well-written  biography,  detailing  bis  processes 
of  culture,  might  stimulate  hundreds  of  others  to  follow  his 
example.  The  same  also  may  be  asserted  of  the  merchant, 
who  gives  occupation  to  thousands  of  men  in  building 
and  navigating  ships ;  who,  through  life,  ■  is  occupied  in 
sending  abroad  the  overstock  of  produce,  and  in  bringing 
back  such  things  as  are  wanted  for  home  consumption ; 
and  who,  by  hia  superior  sagacity,  enterprise,  and  perse- 
verance, accumulates  great  wealth,  and  then  devotes  it,  or 
large  portions  of  it,  to  objects  of  public  philanthropy. 
Should  not  such  an  example  be  exhibited  in  the  broad  and 
clear  light  of  the  world  ?  Should  not  his  biography  be  . 
written  in  letters  of  gold  ?  Should  not  all  read  it,  that  all 
may  know  the  secret  of  his  rising  from  poverty  to  afflu- 
ence—from obscurity  to  fame — and  of  his  becoming  able 
and  disposed  to  accomplish  so  much  good  in  the  world  ? 
Only  one  answer  to  this  can  be  given,  No  one  can  answer 
in  the  negative.     To  do  so  would  be  an  act  of  violence  to 
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common  sense,  an  outrage  on  the  very  instincts  of  man- 
hood. 

This  mode  of  reasoning  applies  also  to  artisans,  mechan- 
ics, and  manufacturers  of  eveiy  name.  Host  of  them  may 
indeed  have  had  an  humtle  origin ;  may  have  begun  life 
poor;  may  have  struggled  long  and  bard  with  adversity; 
and,  what  is  still  more  to  be  deplored,  may  have  bad  no 
counsel  or  cheering  smiles  from  influential  friends ;  yet,  in 
how  many  of  tliese  cases  circumstances  exist  favorable  to 
the  best  kind  of  intellectual  discipline  ?  Genius  is  evolved ; 
high  conceptions  are  engendered ;  vigorous  resolutions  are 
formed ;  noble  purposes  are  adopted,  and  the  progress  is 
onward,  till  the  age  and  the  world  is  blest  hj  results  pre- 
viously unknown  in  the  annals  of  useftil  invention.  Thus 
Kicliai^  Arkwi-igbt  commenced  his  career  as  an  obscure 
barber,  but  was  led  to  the  construction  of  machinery  which 
has  been  instmmental  in  the  creation  of  wealth  previously 
without  any  parallel,  and  in  reducing  the  masses  on  whom 
we  depend  for  productive  labor  into  new  combinations. 
Thus  Benjamin  Pranklin  commenced  his  career  as  a  com- 
mon printer ;  but  the  occupation  was  so  favorable  to  mental 
expansion  that  he  obtained  companionship  with  the  great- 
est philosophers  and  statesmen  of  his  time.  Thus  Eohert 
Fnlton  commenced  his  career  as  a  self-taught  painter ;  then 
he  became  a  machinist,  adapting  steam  to  the  propelling  of 
eveiy  species  of  water-craft,  till  the  utility  of  his  device  is 
heralded  upon  every  navigable  river  in  the  civilized  globe. 
Should  not  the  biography  of  such  men  be  written  ?  Should 
it  not  be  in  every  public  library,  and  in  every  private  fam- 
ily ?  Should  not  every  boy  and  every  young  man  in  the 
countiy  be  taught  to  aspire  after  the  aelf-poised  genius  that 
gave  them  rank  among  the  greatest  and  most  honored  ben- 
efactors of  mankind  ?  And  shall  not  also,  in  due  time,  the 
biography  of  George  Law  be  so  written — the  man  who 
spent  his  early  days  laboring  with  his  own  hands  as  a  stone- 
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mason,  but  whose  subsequent  operations  as  a  merchant  are 
on  a  scale  of  grandeur  to  make  competition  to  crouch  down 
before  him  ?  No  doubt  his  biography  will  be  written  here- 
after, and  that  it  will  reveal  secrets  showing  his  claim  to  the 
highest  honors  as  a  man  of  intellect.  These  names  are  not 
taken  because  they  are  unique,  and  stand  alone  in  their 
respective  classes — hundreds  might  be  collected  like  them ; 
they  are  merely  the  representatives  of  the  classes  to  which 
they  belong.  "Was  not  the  merchant  who  was  the  principal 
benefactor  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  Andover,  Maasa- 
chnsetts,  originally  a  shoemaker?  "Was  not  the  merchant 
that  caused  the  foreign  commerce  of  Salem,  in  that  State, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  to  be  on  a 
scale  of  proverbial  enterprise  and  success,  originally  a  shoe- 
maker likewise  ?  And  were  not  the  foily  thoi^and  dollars 
which  gave  existence  to  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane  in  Rhode 
Island,  from  an  estate  the  foundation  of  which  was  laid  by 
a  son  of  St.  Crispin!  These  facts,  and  numerous  others 
analogous  to  them,  are  fully  set  forth  in  mercantile  biogra- 
phy, and  they  are  to  the  honor  and  for  the  encoiiragoment 
of  mechaniea  everywhere  and  in  all  coming  time. 

Jonas  Chickering,  in  mental  greatness  and  in  success,  was 
not  infeiior  to  any  of  these  men.  The  object  of  these  pages 
is  the  consti'uction  of  a  memorial  to  his  name,  tliat  shall  ex- 
hibit to  the  world  and  postei-ity  his  claims  for  honorable 
distinction.  The  task  is  a  pleasing  one ;  and,  as  we  had 
no  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  and  for  nearly  twenty 
yeai's  prior  to  his  death  did  not  see  him,  we  can  have  no 
personal  fnendship  unduly  to  bias  our  judgment  in  his 
favor.  "We  rather  fear  we  ai-e  not  sufficiently  familial-  with 
the  incidents  of  his  hfe  to  do  him  justice ;  for  if  cojmnon 
fame  is  to  be  credited — ^if  the  traditionary  reminiscences  of 
his  friends  and  employees  are  to  be  received  as  veritable 
representations — Mr.  Chickering  was  as  much  distinguished 
in  whatever  renders  social  life  valuable,  as  he  was  for  the 
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intellectual  endowments  wbicli  gave  Lim  unrivaled  pros- 
perity in  his  own  particular  sphere  of  business.  No  one, 
however,  can  deny  but  what  in  him  was  a  rare  combination 
of  superior  merit ;  of  mod^t  and  yet  unyielding  determina- 
tion to  purane  the  end  he  had  in  view ;  of  commercial  saga- 
city and  integrity  as  well  as  of  mechanical  skill ;  of  the 
most  systematic  conservation  in  financial  matters,  and  yet 
■  with  a  heai-t  and  hand  always  ready  to  assist  those  deserv- 
ing assistance.  In  his  business  habits  there  was  no  levity, 
no  heedlessness,  no  want  of  considerateness.  His  word  was 
ever  equal  to  his  bond,  and  the  latter  was  never  given  mi- 
lese  he  had  a  fair  and  well-groimded  confidence  of  making  it 
good.  ■  Trust  in  him  as  a  friend  or  as  a  man  of  business  was 
never  misplaced.  Even  when  his  peciiniary  means  were 
gmall — when  hia  talents,  his  character,  and  his  hands  were 
his  only  capital — all  who  knew  him  felt  an  assurance  that 
no  one  would  ever  lament  placing  dependence  upon  him. 
He  did  not  pretend,  nor  do  his  friends  pretend,  that  be  was 
exempt  from  the  ordinary  imperfection  of  his  nature,  or 
from  liability  to  those  secular  uncertainti^  that  sometimes 
-  prove  disastrous  to  the  best-devised  schemes,  and  the  most 
assiduous  regard  for  business.  Far  from  it.  All  claimed 
by  them  is  this,  that  he  made  the  most  judicious  use  of 
whatever  means  he  had,  whether  it  consisted  of  cash  or  the 
labor  of  his  own  hands ;  that  he  never  anticipated  it  unne- 
cessarily ;  that  he  never  'appropriated  it  to  any  one  object 
when  more  needed  for  something  else;  that  sudden  and 
rash  impulses  were  always  far  from  him.  We  have  long 
thought  that  the  annals  of  biography  do  not  afford  a  better 
model  of  modest  merit ;  of  a  passionate  devotion  to  one  of 
the  most  useful  and  elegant  purposes  of  life ;  and  of  the 
final  result,  even  when  in  the  prime  of  his  career,  of  a 
princely  fortune,  and  a  fame  of  which  a  prince  might  be 
proud.  What  a  model  for  the  young  man  just  entering 
upon  the  world !     What  a  triumph  crowned  his  exertions ! 
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As  we  proceed,  a  more  particnlar  reference  will  be  made 
to  what  ia  so  sumniarilj  indicated.  Although  the  great 
feature  of  his  business  was  somewhat  monotonous,  yet  there 
was  enough  in  it  of  licJi  incident  to  afford  pleasing  and 
graphic  illustration  of  all  that  has  been  hinted  at  or  af- 
iu'ined. 

Jonas  Ohickering  was  a  native  of  New  Ipswich,  New 
Hampshire,  and  bom  April  5th,  1798.  This  is  one  of  the 
towns  in  that  State  particularly  renowned  for  being  the 
birthplace  of  men  of  enterprise,  moral  worth,  and  success 
in  business.  Here  was  bom  and  here  lived,  from  June 
28th,  1747,  to  February  21st,  1847,  more  than  one  hundred 
and  one  years,  the  honorable  and  venerable  Timothy  FaiTar. 
Here  were  born  Samuel  Appleton  and  Nathan  Appleton, 
who  became  rich  as  princes,  and  were  noblemen  by  natnre. 
Here  lived  till  1819  the  model  and  now  patriarchal  teacher, 
Nathaniel  G.  Gould,  who  has  had  the  instruction  of  about 
sixty  thousand  pupils.  Hero  was  the  early  home  of  Isaiah 
Kidder,  Charles  Barrett,  and  Samuel  Batchelder,  exten- 
sively known  for  their  agency  in  establishing  on  a  firm 
basis  the  -  cotton  maniifacturing  business  of  the  country. 
Here  also  were  born  Ebenezer  Adams,  a  learned  professor 
of  Dartmouth  College,  and  the  Eev.  Jesse  Appleton,  D.  D., 
the  inestimable  President  of  Bowdoin  College.  Other 
names  might  be  added  to  this  list.  It  is  pleasant  in  imagi- 
nation to  cast  an  eye  upon  a  mral  distiict  so  identified  with 
names  indelibly  written  on  the  pages  of  American  history. 
The  idea  of  having  been  bom  in  such  a  place  is  cheering  to 
the  very  instincts  of  our  nature.  The  hills,  the  valleys,  the 
majestic  woodlands,  the  seclxided  forests,  the  fountains  of 
water,  the  streams  of  water,  and  indeed  the  granite  quairies 
of  such  a  place — a  place  so  consecrated  by  associations  with 
all  that  is  great  in  manhood — awaken  human  sensibilities 
that  can  never  be  repressed.  They  are  among  the  precious 
things  of  life,  oftentimes  becoming  an  antidote  to  sadness, 
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and  a  stimulant  to  buoyancy  of  spirit  when  the  beauty  aad 
glory  of  the  world  seem  Hlce  departing  from  us.  Who  does 
not  delight  to  visit  such  a  place  of  one's  birth  and  boyhood ; 
to  bring  up  recollections  of  those  early  days,  and  of  the 
names  of  tlioae  who  were  then  hia  companions,  and  have 
since  ti'inmphed  manfully  in  every  enterprise  and  in  every 
labor  undertaken?  Such  a  reti-ospect  is  full  of  absorbing 
interest,  of  moral  fragi-ance  and  beauty ;  it  brings  the  hopes 
and  the  fruition  of  an  earthly  pilgrimage  into  undissembling 
fellowship ;  enabling  ns  to  contemplate  this  pilgrimage,  not 
by  looking  on  shadows  rising  up  in  the  distant  future,  bat 
on  battles  already_ fought,  and  victories  aheady  achieved. 
In  coming  time  philanthropists  may  make  journeys  to  'Nev/ 
Ipswich,  to  meditate  about  the  spot  where  the  Appletons 
were  born.  The  amatem^  of  music  may  also  go  there  to 
survey  the  scenery  and  to  inhale  an  atmosphere  that  inspired 
the  modest,  the  gifted  Chickering  with  a  love  of  melody. 
And  not  less  will  those  who  think  an  extreme  old  age,  clad 
with  the  freshness  and  vigor  of  middife,  the  most  gloriom 
work  of  God  on  earth,  go  thither  to  daguerreotype  the  foo^ 
steps  and  the  tombstone  of  one  who  there  so  lived  at  the 
age  of  a  hundred  and  one  years. 

The  father  of  Jonas  Chickering  was  Abner  Chickering, 
by  trade  a  blacksmith.  He  was  also  by  occupation  a  far- 
mer as  well  as  a  blacksmith.  He  was  in  humble  circum- 
stances, but  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  as  an  amiable 
and  good  man.  Jonas,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  went  from 
home  to  leam  the  trade* of  a  cabinet-maker.  As  an  appren- 
tice he  served  with  exemplary  fidelity  three  years.  A 
young  man  can  give  no  better  evidence  of  his  own  success 
in  life,  ^an  his  honesty,  content,  and  fidelity,  when  labor- 
ing in  a  subordinate  station.  The  young  man  who  fails  to 
do  it,  whether  he  is  a  laborer  on  a  farm,  an  apprentice  to  a 
mechanic,  or  a  clerk  to  a  merchant,  will  always  be  viewed 
with  suspicion,  and  rarely  will  ever  one  rise  above  the 
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eTiIs  to  himself  of  such  a  suspicion.  Wherever  lie  may 
go,  it  will  be  to  him  a  frightful  ghost.  On  whatever  he 
may  place  iis  hands,  it  will  paralyze  his  hest  energies. 
Young  Cbiekering  thought  and  acted  wisely  in  this  matter. 
In  the  period  of  bis  apprenticeship  he  made  himself  famil- 
iar with  the  tools  and  implements  used  in  tJiat  necessary 
branch  of  industry.  The  establishment  in  which  he  served 
his  apprenticeship  was  small  compared  with  those  sub- 
sequently arisen,  but  the  largest  one  of  the  time  in  that 
section  of  country.  His  advantages  of  education  were  few 
indeed ;  but,  such  as  they  were,  he  improved  them  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  At  an  early  age  be  evinced  great  apti- 
tude for  music.  When  quite  a  boy  be  learned  to  play  on  a 
fife,  and  on  sundry  occasions  gave  evidence  of  his  pro- 
ficiency in  the  art.  At  the  aide  of  a  six  feet  drummer  he 
would  step  to  tire  music  aa  tbey  led  off,  on  training  days, 
the  martial  forces  of  the  town.  Such  exhibitions  of  a  coun- 
try militia,  at  best,  are  not  much  in  accordance  with  good 
taste ;  and,  in  bis  ease,  considering  the  inequality  of  size 
between  himself  and  bis  musical  comrade,  there  was  in 
them  more  of  the  ridiculous  than  of  gravity.  Nevertheless, 
they  here  acquire  importance,  because  tbey  present  the  fii-st 
musical  feats  of  one  who  aftei'ward  took  a  most  elevated 
position  in  the  republic  of  music.  Aftei-ward,  in  his  brief 
life,  his  establishment  was  a  center  of  attraction  among  the 
lovers  of  harmony,  and  he  presided  over,  and  as  it  were 
gave  laws  and  character  to  the  most  distinguished  musical 
society  of  the  country.  These  first  feats  might  well  be 
placed  on  canvas,  in  contrast  with  the  eminent  services  he 
subsequently  rendered  the  cause  for  which  he  so  success- 
fully toiled,  and  the  moral  would  be  strikingly  impressive. 
The  contrast  would  denote  an  upward  progress  not  often 
made  in  so  short  a  period.  It  would  inculcate  lessons  of 
wisdom  rarely  equaled,  and  never  surpassed.  The  next 
Bt-ep  of  Jonas  Obickering  in  this  upward  j 
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play  on  tlae  clarionet;  and,  as  a  contemporary  states,  such 
■was  bis  ability  for  the  science  of  harmonic  soimds,  he  conld 
read,  instanter,  willi  accuracy,  any  ordinary  sacred  miisie 
presented  to  him.  But  the  event  -which  led  to  an  entire 
change  in  the  business  purposes  of  his  life,  deserves  a  more 
particalar  recital.  Some  time  in  the  last  year  of  hie  ap- 
prenticeship, he  became  acq^uainted,  for  the  first  time,  with 
the  internal  structure  of  the  pianoforte.  There  was  then 
but  one  inatruraent  of  the  kind  in  !New  Ipswich,  and  that 
■was  nearly  or  altogether  useless  from  being  out  of  tune,  and 
needing  some  repairs.  This  was  the  only  pianoforte  Mr. 
Chickering  had  ever  seen,  and  he  had  not  the  shghtest 
knowledge  of  its  internal  organization,  Tet  he  felt  incHned 
to  make  experiments  upon  it.  He  carefully  inspected  every 
portion  of  it ;  separated  its  various  pai-ts ;  dacovered  the 
injmy  it  had  received;  made  the  needftd  repairs;  and 
then  readjusted  the  entire  structure.  His  success  was  com- 
plete :  the  instrument  was  again  fit  for  use.  This  was  an 
achievement  scai'cely  to  have  been  expected,  either  by 
himself  or  others.  A  transition  of  purpose  from  being  a 
cabinet-maker  to  being  a  pianofoi-te-maker,  considering  his 
taste  for  music,  was  natural ;  to  him  it  soon  became  not  a 
matter  of  intention,  but  a  matter  of  fact. 

Hence,  at  the  ag^e  of  twenty,  in  the  early  part  of  1818, 
he  went  to  Boston,  as  young  men  from  the  country,  and 
especially  from  New  Hampshire,  often  go  to  the  city  to 
seek  their  fortune.  During  the  first  year  Mr.  Ohickering 
had  employment  with  a  cabinet-maker.  By  this  means  an 
addition  was  made  to  his  finances  ;  a  thing  not  to  be  de- 
spised by  one  in  his  circumstances  at  that  time.  In  this 
period  also  he  had  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with 
some  of  the  many  strange  things  in  city  life ;  to  gratify  his 
taste  in  regard  to  musical  performances ;  and,  especially,  to 
ascertain  the  feasibility  of  carrying  into  effect  his  desii'e  to 
constract  musical  instruments.     From  the  day  that  he  gal-. 
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vanized,  as  it  were,  the  old  pianoforte  of  his  native  town, 
lie  never  ceased  to  indulge  himself  in  waking  dreams  to 
comprehend  lie  witchery,  aa  it  seemed  to  him,  of  sucli  an 
JDSti-ament.  Ability  to  make  one  like  it,  if  he  could  not 
malie  a  better  one,  was  the  apex  of  his  ambition.  Accord- 
ingly, at  the  end  of  bis  first  year  in  Boston,  February  15th, 
1819,  not  losing  a  single  day,  he  commenced  work  with  a 
pianoforte-maker.  This  was  a  prominent  fact — a  new  era 
in  his  life.  This  was  the  commencement  in  a  career  of 
,  honorable  distinction  never  forgotten  by  him.  He  then 
began  to  lay  a  broad  and  deep  fomidation  for  fame  and  for- 
tune. Had  be  proceeded  without  this  foundation,  disap- 
pointment would  have  been  the  consequence.  His  policy 
was  to  do  thin^  well— thoroughly — cost  whatever  time  it 
might.  Never  did  be  leave  a  piece  of  work  done  imper- 
fectly, devoting  to  it  an  hour  only  when  it  required  the 
labor  of  two  hours.  In  this  way  he  became  an  adept  as  an 
artist.  This  was  soon  known  by  bis  comrades  and  by  his 
employer.  He  was  amply  rewarded  for  it,  as  men  usually 
are.  He  was  furnished  with  the  best  work  to  be  done ; 
and  for  that  tlie  most  liberal  pay  is  given. 

At  the  period  of  which  we  are  speaking,  tlie  pianoforte, 
as  a  piece  of  mechanism,  was  in  its  infancy.  In  America  - 
it  was  peculiarly  so.  The  instrument  itself  is  a  modem 
invention,  taking  date  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
centmy.  Like  most  inventions,  it  was  but  the  mere  em- 
bryo of  a  result  of  tie  greatest  magnitude  in  social  life.  So 
imperfect  was  it  that  little  or  nothing  now  remains  of  what 
then  constituted  the  instrument,  but  the  original  conception. 
Successive  improvements  were  added,  till  reaching  a  degree 
of  excellence  at  first  not  imagined.  Then  only  a  few  fam- 
ilies in  this  country  were  in  possession  of  a  pianoforte; 
and  tlie  few  to  be  found  were  of  foreign  construction.  Even 
these  were  so  inferior  to  the  instrument  now  made,  that  liey 
have  become  entirely  superseded  as  worthless.     But  imper- 
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feet  as  they  were,  the  art  of  making  them  in  America  was 
scai-cely  possessed.  The  entire  demand  for  the  pianoforte, 
forty  years  ago,  was  so  small  as  to  create  little  or  no  in- 
ducement for  men  of  genius  and  capital  to  embai'k  in  the 
mannfacture  of  it.  Mr.  Chictering,  however,  resolved  not 
only  to  be  the  malEei"  of  the  instrument  as  it  then  was,  but 
,  to  make  improvements  upon  it ;  to  search  out  and  remedy 
its  defects ;  to  give  it  additional  sweetness  and  volume  of 
melody ;  and  especially  to  give  it  that  mechanical  perfec- 
tion 80  indispensable  for  its  coming  into  general  nee.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  instruments  constructed  in  tlie  early 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  were  constantly  liable  to  get 
out  of  tune,  and  hence  to  furnish  a  mere  jargon  of  discord- 
ant sounds.  To  prevent  this  liability  was  tbe  great  desider- 
atum. The  evil  was  not  so  great  in  the  city,  where  the 
maker  was  near  by,  but  in  the  country  it  presented  an  in- 
superable obstacle  to  its  coming  into  general  use.  We 
once,  and  indeed  several  times,  sent  over  fifty  miles  to  pro- 
cure a  person  to  tai\e  our  piano  ;  and  it  may  have  been, 
that  in  a  month  afterward  it  was  no  better  than  before. 
Mr.  Ohickering's  great  effort  was  to  make  an  instrument  to 
remain  in  tune  and  fit  for  use  without  regard  to  atmo- 
spheric influence  upon  it ;  to  continue  substantially  the 
same,  whethei'  exposed  to  the  heat  of  summer  or  the  cold  of 
winter — whether  to  a  moist  or  a  dry  atmosphere — whether 
upon  the  ocean  or  upon  the  land.  This  was  his  aim.  For 
this  he  toUcd ;  for  this  he  availed  himself  of  every  known 
means  of  aid.  Of  what  he  did  accomplish,  all  was  not  the 
result  of  one  effort.  His  achievements  were  progressive. 
Each  point  gained  stimulated  him  to  gain  another;  and 
thus  he  went  on  till  his  work  is  what  we  find  it.  If  it  is 
not  perfect ;  if  it  does  not  embrace  every  shade  of  excel- 
lence he  desired,  he  reached  an  enviable  approximation  to 
his  wishes.  Mr.  Ohickering  applied  himself  to  his  purpcse 
scientifically  ;  studying  the  theory  of  atmospheric  vibration 
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and  musical  combination ;  and,  above  all,  an  application  of 
the  principles  of  mechanical  philosophy  to  the  conetruction 
of  the  instrument.  The  programme  of  his  efforts  was  to  be 
not  simply  an  imitative  mechanic,  but  a  stvident  in  the 
great  laws  of  the  art ;  not  a  musical  automaton,  to  grind 
out  music  as  with  a  hand-organ,  but  to  be  a  proficient  in 
the  philosophy  of  melody.  Here  was  an  aim  not  unworthy 
of  the  greatest  genius.  Here  was  a  field  so  immeasurably 
wide,  the  life-time  of  a  man  was  not  too  long  to  explore  it. 
He  was  not  alone  in  his  aspirations  to  improve  the  piano- 
forte. Nunns,  Osborn,  Davoust,  Appleton,  Stoddard,  Cur- 
rier, the  Babcocks,  Louds,  and  others,  engaged  in  an  honor- 
able competition  to  this  end— a  portion  of  these  manufac- 
tm-ers  preceding  him  in  business.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
specily  what  percentage  of  the  merit  and  honor  of  this 
competition  belongs  to  Mr.  Chickering.  It  may  be  af- 
firmed, nevertheless,  that  if  a  dividend  were  to  be  graduated 
upon  the  public  patronage  bestowed  upon  those  interested, 
his  share  is  enough  to  gratify  any  reasonable  ambition. 

Mr.  Chickering  labored  about  three  years  as  a  journey- 
man, and  then  commenced  business  on  his  own  account,  in 
company  with  a  Mr.  Stewart,  under  the  firm  of  Stewart  & 
Chickering.  The  copartnership  was  not  of  long  continu- 
ance. He  then  went  on  alone.  In  1830,  twelve  yeare  after 
his  arrival  in  Boston,  Captain  John  Mackay,  a  retired  ship- 
master, became  an  associate  with  him  in  business.  Mr. 
Chickering  continued  to  have  the  entire  direction  of  the 
mechanical  part  of  their  establishment ;  and  his  associate, 
who  was  not  a  mechanic,  directed  the  finances  and  other 
business  details  of  it.  Their  operations  were  in  the  highest 
degree  successful.  Mr,  Chickering's  instruments  obtained 
a  celebrity  exceeding  all  anticipation.  The  demand  for 
them  was  continually  on  the  increase,  so  that  it  was  fre- 
quently difficult  to  fill  orders  without- delay.  The  conse- 
quence WBS,  money  flowed  in  upon  like  finn  in  so  many 
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channels  it  became  rich,  and  seemed  to  put  competition  at 
defiance.  This  was  the  very  thing  wanted.  The  theory  of 
Mr.  Chickering  was  to  bring  into  requisition  the  principles 
of  science  appertaining  to  the  subject,  and  to  use  the  best 
materials  and  the  highest  grade  of  mechanical  skill ;  but  it 
was  evident  this  could  not  be  done  on  a  large  scale  without 
ample  pecmiiary  means.  Hence,  as  the  pecuniary  means 
of  the  firm  were  constantly  increasing,  his  facilities  were 
constantly  being  multiplied  for  being  enabled  to  give  scope 
and  effect  to  his  own  talents.  Between  the  increasing  skill 
and  the  increasing  finances  belonging  to  the  finn,  there  was 
an  indefinitely  progressive  beneficial  reaction.  Each  new 
instnmient,  of  a  decidedly  improved  character  over  others 
that  had  been  made,  on  being  sent  ont  upon  the  public, 
would  increase  the  reputation  of  the  manufacturer,  and 
cause  new  ordera  and  fresh  means  to  rush  in  upon  the 
proprietore,  so  that  not  a  week  passed,  as  it  were,  without 
augmented  accelerating  ability  still  further  to  improve  the 
respectability  and  the  solidity  of  the  establishment. 

The  increasing  wealth  of  the  finn  enabled  it  to  assume 
an  attitude  in  the  mercantile  community,  to  import  the  for- 
eign materials  needed ;  and,  especially,  to  import  hy  the 
cargo  the  woods  used  in  the  consti-uction  of  cases,  instead 
of  purchasing  at  home  in  small  quantities.  In  this  there 
were  several  advantages ;  better  articles  were  obtained ; 
they  were  obtained  at  lower  prices,  and,  in  addition  to  tliis, 
the  large  quantities  of  wood  thus  kept  on  hand  would  be- 
come better  seasoned  than  though  purchased,  from  time  to 
time,  in  emaU  quantitiea  as  needed.  In  1841,  Captain  Mac- 
kay  sailed  fi-om  Boston  for  South  America,  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  a  cargo,  well  assorted,  of  the  beautiful  and  costly 
woods  to  be  had  there,  No  tidings  of  him  were  ever  re- 
ceived, and  the  presumption  is,  the  vessel  was  foundered 
when  at  sea.  The  apprehension  was  natural  that  the  sur- 
viving partner,  with  such  a  weight  of  commercial  respon- 
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sibility  devolving  on  him,  would  beeome  perplexed  and 
worn  down  with  the  increased  labor,  if  not  absolutely  em- 
barraseed.  Such  was  the  apprehemion ;  and  it  was  on  this 
occasion  that  the  public  began,  as  it  were,  to  appreciate  the 
full  powei'a  of  Mr.  Chiekering'a  mind.  He  was  a  man  of 
kind  feelings  and  strong  friendship,  like  the  beat  of  men, 
and  when  persuaded  that  he  would  see  hia  friend  and  bis 
partner  no  more,  was  stricken  with  sadness.  It  was,  how- 
ever, the  gushing  impulse  of  humanity,  and  not  of  terror  or 
despondency.  If  there  was  a  falling  tear,  it  came  not  forth 
because  of  a  distracted  mind,  but  was  the  offepring  of  a 
sanctified  nature,  like  unto  that  shed  at  the  grave  of  Laz 
anis.  He  continued  the  busings  alone :  having  such  an 
accumulation  of  means,  and  such  increased  stock  of  expe- 
rience, he  did  not  appeai-  to  need  an  associate.  From  that 
period  to  the  one  of  his  own  death,  more  than  thirteen 
years  afterward,  his  fame  was  constantly  becoming  more 
and  more  buoyant,  tiU  in  die  country  there  was  apparently 
no  limit  to  it. 

To  say  that  Mr.  Chickering  was  at  the  head  of  piano- 
forte-makers, is  saying  what  we  believe  all  will  admit;  and 
ie  in  no  way  disrespectful  to  his  brethren  of  the  same  craft. 
He  a^o  took  a  high  position  as  an  amateur  in  the  musical 
world ;  allusion  has  already  been  made  to  this :  had  we 
space,  much  more  might  be  said  on  the  subject.  That  he 
was  a  philanthropist,  whose  heai't  and  hand  were  always 
open  to  the  claims  of  deserving  poverty,  no  one  that  knew 
him  intimately  will  deny.  Nor  ia  it  less  an  established 
fact,  that  as  a  merchant  and  capitalist,  he  was  distinguished 
for  uprightness,  for  promptness,  and  for  the  most  stringent 
regard  to  honorable  dealing.  The  design  of  this  article  is 
not  to  give  a  history  of  musical  progress,  of  the  successive 
improvements  in  the  pianoforte,  of  the  minute  details  of  hia 
own  manufacture  of  it,  nor  especially  of  his  skill  in  con- 
structing and  adjusting  the  several  parts  of  the  instrument. 
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as  if  we  were  prepaiing  a  vade-meeum  for  the  Ose  of  the 
pianoforte-makei' ;  but  simply  to  fiinush  a  general  outline 
of  hia  career  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it.  Onr 
aim  is  simply  to  present  him  to  the  public  everywhere,  and 
not  lees  to  posterity,  as  a  man  of  the  clearest  views  and  the 
greatest  aptitude  in  his  vocation  ;  as  a  man  of  the  purest 
and  most  exalted  attribntes  in  social  life  ;  as  furnishing  an 
instance  of  success  secured  to  him  hj  an  adherence  to  these 
social,  moral,  and  inteUeetual  endowments  that  has  few 
parallels,  and  should  he  written  in  letters  of  gold ;  and  es- 
pecially as  exerting,  in  his  multiplication  of  the  means  of 
music^  performance,  a  high  tone  of  moral  influence,  that 
makes  him  a  distinguished  benefactor  of  his  age.  The  re- 
maining portions  of  this  article  will  ho  devoted  to  the  pre- 
sentation of  facts  and  illustrations  corroborative  of  these 
positions.  Those  who  desire  to  be  furnished  with  what 
relates  to  a  variety  of  other  matters  incident  to  the  main 
subject,  are  referred  to  an  interesting  and  most  beautiful 
"  Tribute  to  the  Life  and  Character  of  Jonas  Cliickering," 
from  the  pen  of  Eichard  Green  Parker.  The  wi-iter  is  a 
fine  belles-lettres  scholar,  and  an  accomplished  amateur  in 
the  department  of  literature  with  which  the  "  Tribute"  is 
BO  well  savored.  The  Tribute  is  an  honor  to  the  writer  as 
well  as  to  Mr.  Chictering. 

Soon  after  the  connection  of  Mr.  Chickering  with  Captain 
Mackay,  a  large  btrilding  was  erected  by  the  firm,  the  better 
to  prosecute  the  business.  The  workshops  in  this  building 
were  sufficient  for  more  than  a  hundred  han(fe.  At  the 
time,  this  was  supposed  to  be  an.  amount  of  capacity  equal 
to  the  requisitions  of  the  greatest  imaginable  enlargement 
of  their  operations.  In  a  few  yeai's,  however,  the  reputation 
of  the  establishment  was  such,  that  accommodations  were 
required  for  more  than  double  that  niimbei-  of  workmen. 
Besides  these  workshops  there  were  spacious  storerooms,  in 
which  were  constantly  kept  large  quantities  of  the  various 
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materials  need  in  the  conatruetion  of  tie  instramentg.  Here 
were  always  to  be  found  an  abundance  of  the  "beat  articles 
to  be  had  in  the  country.  An  inferior  article  was  never  to 
be  nsed.  The  secret  of  his  success  depended  much  on  this 
particular  feature  of  the  establiahinent.  And  in  addition 
to  the  workahops  and  the  storerooma,  there  were  commodi- 
ous and  attractive  wareroomg.  These  warerooms  answered 
a  double  purpose.  In  them  were  deposited  the  instruments 
when  completed.  These  instruments  were  of  all  prices, 
from  a  thousand  dollars  downward,  and  exhibiting  the  best 
kinds  of  mechanical  skill,  in  richly  diversified  patterns,  to 
be  seen  in  tte  meet  noted  pianoforte  warerooms  of  this  or 
any  other  counb-y.  These  rooms  were  in  a  style  of  elegance 
to  give  magical  effect  to  the  music  therein  produced.  Of 
course  they  became  a  center  of  resort  for  musical  amateurs. 
They  were  not  visited  simply  by  persons  wanting  to  pur- 
chase an  instrument,  but  by  those  having  mnsical  affinities ; 
they  became  a  kind  of  musical  exchange — to  transact  busi- 
ness, to  give  scope  to  friendship  among  kindred  spirits,  to 
form  canons  of  law,  and  to  pronounce  the  juridical  de- 
cisions having  authority  in  the  musical  world.  Here  also 
might  be  found  in  hours  of  leisure,  professional  men  of  every 
class,  gentlemen  of  distinction  visiting  Boston,  and,  not  less 
observable,  ladies  of  fashion  an.l  refinement  in  the  search  ot 
amusement.  No  one  thus  going  there  could  fail  of  being 
interested.  No  one  accustomed  thus  to  go  there  could  f^I 
of  observing  and  respecting  the  modest,  the  gifted  pro- 
prietor. 

For  many  years  prior  to  his  death,  Mr.  Chickering  turned 
out  of  the  establishment  about  thirty  pianofortes  each  week, 
one  of  which  at  least  was  a  grand  piano,  valued  at  from 
seven  hundred  to  one  thousand  doUare.  The  business  star 
tistics  of.  Mr.  Ohickering's  operations  would  be  very  useful, 
but  we  have  only  a  few  of  the  minute  details.  From  these 
few,  inferences  may  be  drawn  in  relation  to  other  partjculars. 
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which,  if  not  precisely  accurate,  will  be  found  enough  so  for 
practical  purposes.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  he  gave  constant  occupation  to-  ahont  two  hun- 
dred hands.  If  they  earned  each  fifteen  dollars  a  week  on 
an  average — his  best  hands  earned  much  more— a  few  dou 
ble  that  sum— -hia  weetly  payments  for  lahor  alone  were 
three  thousand  dollars,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  per  year.  We  think  a  similar  sum  for  the  materials 
used  is  a  low  estimate.  If  so,  his  weekly  payments  were 
about  six  thousand  dollars,  that  is,  a  thousand  dollars  per 
day ;  amounting  in  the  year  to  more  than  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  On  tlie  other  hand,  it  may  be 
prudently  estimated,  that  he  manufactured  in  the  whole 
period  of  his  conducting  the  business,  foui-feen  thousand  in- 
stiniments.  The  average  price  may  have  been  four  hundred 
dollars  each.  This  would  have  yielded  a  gross  amount  of 
receipts  equal  to  about  six  millions  of  dollars.  Calculations 
of  this  sort  show  the  commercial  importance  of  his  business. 
These  calculations  can  not  be  very  far  from  the  truth. 
They  are  as  likely  to  be  too  low  as  too  high.  It  woidd  be 
easy  from  the  hooks  of  the  concern  to  make  whatever  cor- 
rections are  needed.  In  a  commercial  aspect,  therefore,  he 
occupied  a  position  of  great  importance  to  the  community. 
Is  not  tlie  man  who  gives  employment  to  two  hundred  per 
sons,  and  adequate  means  of  support  to  them  and  their 
wives  and  children,  a  public  benefactor  ?  Should  not  the 
man  who  statedly  pays  out,  for  labor  and  raw  materials,  a 
thousand  dollars  a  day,  be  highly  esteemed  among  his  fel- 
low-men ?  Ought  not  his  name  to  be  rescued  from  oblivion, 
and  handed  down  to  posterity  in  company  with  the  names 
of  the  best  and  greatest  men  of  his  time?  So  we  think. 
The  deeds  of  which  we  speak  never  caused  a  pang  of  sor- 
row— ^never  caused  a  falling  tear,  unless  it  were  a  tear  of 
joy  and  gratitude  for  some  kindness  bestowed.  The  ques- 
tion arises  at  eveiy  step  wo  take,  by  whom  was  all  this 
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accomplished  ?  Had  the  individual,  wlio  did  all  this  good, 
paternal  wealth  to  sustain  him  in  his -career  of  enterprise? 
Had  he  powerful  iriende  to  educate  him — to  introduce  him 
to  the  world — to  give  him  advice  and  aid  when  the  scowls 
of  opposing  ohstacles  rose  up  before  him  ?  By  no  means! 
It  was  the  farmer's  son  of  New  Ipswich,  whose  fiist  feat 
was  playing  on  a  fife,  training  days,  tiiat  was  enabled  by 
his  own  genius,  his  own  industry,  and  his  own  good  char- 
acter, to  accomplish  aU  this. 

About  a  year  prior  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Chickering,  the 
edifice  i^ed  for  his  business  was  entirely  consumed  by  fire. 
This  wsa  December  Ist,  1852.  The  loss,  as  may  well  be 
supposed,  was  great;  not  simply  in  the  destruction  of  piano- 
fortes in  the  warerooms,  and  of  materials  in  the  store- 
rooms, but  nearly  perhaps  of  equal  amount  in  the  loss  of 
patterns  and  the  interruption  of  his  business.  Such  a  dis- 
aster would  crush  most  men  to  the  gi;ound.  It  did  not, 
however,  discourage  him.  It  rather  gave  him  new  energy. 
He  was  rather  overcome  by  the  loudness  of  feeling  shown, 
than  by  his  losses.  And  this  kindness  was  a  material  one ; 
not  consisting  of  symj^athizing  words  only,  but  of  substan- 
tial pecuniary  overtures  amply  adapted  to  tJie  exigency, 
From  various  quarters  he  promptly  and  spontaneously  re- 
ceived assurances  of  all  the  pecuniary  aid  that  might  be 
wanted  to  recommence  his  business.  No  time  was  wasted 
by  him  in  melancholy  reflection,  or  in  yacillating  concen- 
tration, of  purpose  for  the  future.  He  never  acted  with 
more  decision  or  with  more  wisdom.  Indeed,  the  para- 
lyzing catastrophe  seemed  to  bring  out  new  elements  of 
character  not  before  known  to  exist.  The  first  thing  he 
did  was  to  relieve  the  hundreds  of  his  workmen  fi-om 
anxiety.  Accordingly,  temporary  accommodations  for  the 
resumption  of  their  labor  were  forthwith  provided,  with  the 
considerate  pledge  that  there  should  be  no  interruption  to 
the  stated  means  needed  by  them  for  the  support  of  their 
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families.  Such  kind  regard  from  an  employer  will  always 
secure  affection  and  fidelity  on  tbe  part  of  employees.  So 
it  was  in  this  ease.  They  loved  and  venerated  Mr,  Chict- 
ering  as  a  father ;  and  the  most  impressive  scene  connected 
with  hie  life  or  his  death— one  of  the  most  impressive  and 
instructive  we  have  ever  known— was  the  long  train  at  his 
funeral,  and  in  the  church  before  the  officiating  priest,  of 
two  hundred  such  individuals  in  mourning  hadges,  howed 
down  and  unahle  to  abstain  from  the  unerring  demorstrar 
tions  of  the  deepest  sorrow.  In  the  incidents  of  moral 
grandeur  connected  with  a  conflagration,  we  know  only  one 
in  this  country  that  can  be  compared  with  that  of  Mr. 
Ohickering.  This  one  is  that  of  Harper  and  Brothers. 
The  one  was  the  destruction  of  the  larg^t  pianoforte  estab- 
lishment in  the  country ;  the  other  was  the  destruction  of 
the  largest  book  establishment  in  the  country.  In  each  case 
the  waste  of  property  was  fnghtfuUy  great.  In  reference 
to  each  case  there  was  a  wide  and  deep-felt  sympathy  in 
the  community  never  before  witnessed.  In  each  case  the 
loss  was  deemed  to  be  public  as  well  as  private.  In  each 
case  the  proprietoi-s  were  endowed  with  an  energy  and  a 
forecast  that  seemed  almost  superhuman,  and  led,  as  in  the 
fabled  ashes  ofthe  phcenix,  to  a  newpianoforte  establishment, 
not  only  the  gj-eatest  in  the,  country,  but  the  greatest  in  the 
world ;  and  to  a  new  book  establishment,  not  only  the  lar- 
gest and  most  magnificent  in  the  country,  but  without  an 
■equal  iu  the  world.  Such  men  give  dignity  to  their  race, 
.and  are  a  blessing  to  the  world. 

The  next  movement  of  ilr.  Ohickering  was  to  proceed  in 
the  erection  of  a  new  edifice,  on  a  plan  commensurate  to 
ihis  wants,  and  exceeding  in  magnitude  and  conveniences 
■any  edifice  known  to  exist  for  an  analogous  purpose.  It 
has  also  been  said  that  this  is  the  largest  buiiding  in  the 
United  States,  except  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  Ppssibly 
it  may  be  so ;  and  from  the  annexed  statistics  the  supposition 
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IB  not  an  improbable  one.  It  is  situated  in  the  south  part 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  forms  a  hollow  square,  with  a 
large  court  in  the  center.  The  lot  for  building  and  yard 
contains  fire  acres.  On  the  sti-eets  it  is  five  atones  high, 
and  six  stories  from  the  hollow  square  or  court,  which  is 
one  story  lower  than  the  streets..  The  front  extends  on  Tre- 
montstreet  two  hundred  and  forty-fiye  feet,  and  the  wings 
two  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  in  length.  The  width  of 
the  building  all  round  the  hollow  square  is  fl%  feet.  In 
the  walk  of  this  building  were  used  three  millions  of  brick, 
two  thousand  perch  of  sfone,  and  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred caslrs  of  lime  and  cement.  In  it  are  five  acres  of  floor 
room,  nine  hundred  windows,  and  eleven  thousand  lights  of 
glass.  The  machinery  of  the  building  is  operated  by  a 
steam-engine  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  horse  power.  The 
furnaces  and  boiler  are  below,  and  besides  furnishing  steam 
for  the  engine,  supply  a  sufficient  quantity  to  heat  the  en- 
tire establishment.  It  requires  eleven  miles  of  iron  pipe  to 
accomplish  this.  Ohiekering'a  Pianofoi-te  Establishinent 
is  one  of  the  greatest  architectural  and  mechanical  curiosi- 
ties known  to  exist.  To  see  it ;  to  inspect  its  various  parts ; 
to  cast  an  eye  on  the  ingenious  and  busy  scores  of  men 
therein  oeeapied,  will  richly  compensate  for  the  trouble  of 
a  long  journey  thither.  The  conception  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment, and  especially  to  furnish  the  means  to  erect  it 
and  to  operate  it,  required  ■  a  master-spirit.  But  Jonas 
Chiekering  did  not  live  to  see  it  completed.  He  died  from 
the  inipture  of  a  blood-vessel,  when  at  the  house  of  a  friend, 
on  a  mission  of  charity,  December  8th,  1853.  He  had  suf- 
fered previously  from  apoplectic  attacks.  These  apoplectic 
fits  were  not  induced  by  a  full  habit  of  body,  but  rather 
from  opposite  tendencies,  as  he  was  a  thin  and  not  a  strong 
man.  The  seat  of  the  disease  was  in  the  head  rather  than 
in  the  heart,  and  was  doubtless  caused  by  too  great  men- 
tal application.     In  addition  to  his  immense  business,  hi^ 
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had  been  for  some  time  intensely  absorbed  in  atudyiDg  out 
eome  new  improvement  in  the  pianoforte.  This  occupied 
Lira  eome  hours  each  day,  in  addition  to  the  needful  super- 
vision of  his  regular  business  in  the  workshops,  and  in 
directing  the  erection  of  his  new  establishment.  Never- 
theless, the  edifice  that  was  planned  and  partly  built  by 
Jonas  Chictering,  was  in  due  time  completed  by  his  three 
sons,  tmdei'  the  firm  of  Ohiciiering  &  Sons,  who  not  only 
consummated  all  the  plans  of  their  father,  but  are  greatly 
increasing  the  business  of  the  establishment.  They  are 
now  employing  nearly  four  hnndred  hands  in  the  several 
branches  of  labor,  and  are  completing  about  forty  instru- 
ments a  week.  This  is  done  on  a  scale  of  precision  and 
far-seeing  purpose  rarely  witnessed.  There  is  no  unneces- 
eary  noise — no  confusion — every  thing  is  in  the  right  place, 
and  is  done  at  the  right  time.  AH  the  arrangements  of  the 
establishment  are  so  devised,  that  the  most  perfect  results 
seem  to  rest  on  moral  certainty.  In  a  single  department  of 
the  building  is  fifty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  lumber;  and 
as  much  as  that  is  always  to  be  kept  on  hand,  that  it  may 
be  thoroughly  seasoned.  The  lumber  is  generally  to  be  so 
kept  five  yeai-s ;  and  that  portion  of  it  used  for  sounding- 
boards  is  kept  at  least  one  year  in  a  room  heated  by  steam 
to  a  temperature  of  ninety  degi'ees. 

One  of  the  wisest  things  done  by  Jonas  Chickering  was 
not,  as  most  persons  do  on  becoming  rich,  to  epoU  his  own 
children.  He  died  worth,  it  is  supposed,  one-fourth  of  a 
miUion  of  dollars.  Many  on  becoming  worth  not  more 
than  two-fifths  of  tliat  sum,  and  even  when  they  begin  to 
think  they  may  become  worth  so  much,  and  begin  to  spend 
money  as  if  this  anticipation  wei'e  a  reality,  begin  also  to 
ruin  their  children  by  bringing  them  up  in  idleness,  effem- 
inacy, and  exti-avagance.  Are  there  not  crowds  of  our 
city  men  who  annually  use  up  in  family  expenditm'e,  the 
interest  of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  when  in  reality  not 
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worth  t\¥enty  thousand,  spending  constantly  all  tlieii-  in- 
come from  business,  so  that  tlieii'  capital  is  never  permitted 
to  increase  ?  The  great  aim  of  these  men  is  to  be  thought 
rich,  when  they  are  not ;  and  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  course 
that  they  completely  disq^nalify  their  children  for  any  and 
every  useful  occupation  in  life;  they  bring  them  up  to 
mimic,  as  far  as  possible,  the  children  of  those  who  are 
really  rich ;  their  sons  to  be  proud  and  without  occupation, 
and  oftentimes  dissipated,  and  their  daughters  to  be  gilded, 
giddy,  and  worthies  toys.  Indeed  the  passion  of  the  age 
is  to  be  esteemed  rich,  whether  really  bo  or  not ;  and  to 
effect  this,  to  spend  money,  if  to  be  had,  whether  one's  own 
or  not,  with  the  same  freedom  as  if  worth  millions.  They 
shrink  from  the  veiy  appearance  of  economy,  lest  it  should 
be  thought  they  are  not  rich.  They  flaunt  in  silks  and  laces 
and  jewelry,  when  they  ought  to  appear  in  calico ;  they 
make  large  entertainmente  when  scarcely  able  decently  to 
supply  their  tables  with  necessaries  for  their  own  house- 
holds ;  they  devote  to  amusements  and  equipage  the  cash 
that  should  be  used  in  paying  the  ordinary  bills  to  mechan- 
ics and  marketmen.  This  passion  is  seen  all  around  us, 
extending  downward  from  men  of  large  business,  on  bor- 
rowed or  fictitious  capital,  to  their  own  clerks,  to  mere 
agents,  to  subordinates  in  banking-houses  and  insurance 
offices,  some  of  them  every  now  and  then  becoming  de- 
faulters or  bankrupts,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  posi- 
tion. It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  children  of  such  men 
wiU  become  a  nuisance  in  society^ — ^a  dead  weight  on  the 
worid,  without  one  redeeming  quality, 

Jonas  Chickering  did  not  bring  up  his  children  in  this 
manner.  He  did  not  encourage  his  family  to  spend  money 
which  was  not  his  own.  He  made  no  effort  to  be  supposed 
rich ;  and,  when  he  became  rich,  the  feet  was  known  only 
from  his  increasing  business,  and  the  ease  with  which  he 
conducted  it.     He  had  three  sons,  brought  up  and  edu- 
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cateii  in  a  fi-ugal  style,  and  to  habits  of  industry.  He  did 
not  even  send  them  to  Harvard  University,  to  Edinburgh, 
to  Oxford,  to  Germany,  or  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  for  edu- 
cation, but  to  the  schools  of  Boston,  which  annually  send 
forth  hundi-eds  of  boys  qualified  in  the  best  way  to  battle 
with  eveiy  variety  of  antagonbm,  and  to  become  men  of 
renown ;  to  be  educated  in  company  with  those  who  are  to 
be  their  companions  in  life,  and  on  whom  they  may  depend 
for  patronage.  This  ie  as  it  should  be.  This  is  SQmid  and 
practical  wisdom.  Every  thing  claniah  in  om'  schools  of 
learning,  and  in  all  the  early  associations  of  life,  tending  to 
the  creation  of  caste,  to  pride  and  ostentation  on  one  side, 
and  to  depression  on  the  other,  is  to  be  abhorred  as  the 
bane  of  happiness  aud  national  prosperity.  He  did  not 
feel  above  having  his  sons  become  mechanics,  laboring 
with  their  own  hands  as  he  had  done.  He  did  not  encour- 
age them  to  think  that  manual  labor,  in  itself,  was  less 
honorable  or  respectable  than  occupation  in  other  pursuits. 
Hence,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  the  eldest  of  these 
sons,  Thomas  E.  Chickering,  now  the  representative  head 
of  the  establishment,  was  taken  from  school  and  placed  in 
the  workshop,  constantly  under  the  eye  of  his  father,  where 
he  was  thoroughly  taught  to  make  the  nicest  portions  of  the 
machinery  iu  a  piano ;  being  drilled  in  this  labor  till  he 
understood  it  as  well  as  his  father.  In  due  time,  the  third 
son,  George,  went  through  a  similar  course  of  mechanical 
discipline.  In  the  mean  time,  the  second  son,  Francis, 
was  brought  up  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  business  of  the 
warerooms.  Accordingly,  Thomas,  being  the  eldest  brother 
and  the  oldest  workman,  is  the  acting  head  of  the  concern, 
as  his  father  was  the  sole  head ;  George  is  a  master-genius 
in  the  mechanical  department,  and  Francis  is  at  home  in 
the  warehouse :  thus  each  one,  as  if  a  member  of  the  same 
body,  or  a  distinct  faculty  of  the  same  mind,  is  assiduously 
laboring  in  his  own  appropriate  sphere,  and  in  the  perform- 
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once  of  bis  own  duties.  Here  is  unfolded  the  secret  of  the 
house  of  ChickenBg  &  Sous  being  kept  vigorous ;  not  only 
e^nal  to  what  it  was  when  tbe  founder  of  it  was  alive,  but 
in  active  advancement  to  meet  all  the  expectations  and  de- 
mands of  an  age  rapidly  progressing  and  developing  itself 
without  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  world.  This  is  a 
secret  worth  being  studied  out.  Here  is  an  exposition  of 
truth  and  wisdom  that  should  be  made  Itnown  in  every 
family,  in  every  workshop,  in  every  coiinting-room  of  our 
countiy.  It  might  be  well  to  have  delivered  annually  in 
every  lecture  hall  of  our  country,  to  our  young  men,  a  dis- 
course on  the  life  of  Jonas  Chickering,  pailiculaiizing  what 
we  have  briefly  said  of  his  course  with  his  sons ;  and  it 
would  be  worth  a  steamboat  load  of  the  flippant  balderdash, 
and  the  transcendental  nonsense  with  which  our  young  men 
are  there  very  often  amiKed. 

Jonas  Chickering  was  not  less  fortunate  in  his  intercourse 
with  business  men.  Although  modest  and  unassuming,  yet 
he  was  always  self  balanced ;  he  always  well  understood  bis 
own  position  and  hfe  own  means,  and  what  was  due  to  him- 
self and  what  was  due  to  others.  "While  he  assumed  noth- 
ing which  did  not  belong  to  him  of  right,  yot  he  yielded 
nothing  in  his  commercial  transactions  to  others  which  was 
not  their  due.  lu  his  banking  transactions,  though  bred  a 
mechanic,  he  always  evinced,  as  if  from  instinct,  the  quick 
perceptions,  the  dignity,  and  the  independent  manners  of 
the  well-trained  merchant.  In  the  mechanic  shop  he  had 
the  unpretending  demeanor  of  a  well-bred  journeyman; 
but,  on  change  and  at  the  banker's  counter,  he  was  himself 
the  skillfiil  financier,  feehng  or  evincing  no  inferiority  of 
tact  or  address.  A  few  anecdotes  will  best  illusti-ate  this 
trait  in  his  character.  There  were  times  in  the  career  of 
Mr.  Chickering,  when,  from  tbe  extent  of  his  operations,  it 
was  naturally  feared  he  might  become  embarrassed  in  his 
All  knew  and  acknowledged  him  to  be  one  of 
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the  best  and  most  amiable  men,  as  well  as  one  of  the  moat 
ingenious  and  efficient  mechanics  of  the  age.  They  re- 
spected him,  too,  as  an  amateur  in  mnsic,  as  a  philanthro- 
pist, and  aa  a  pure-minded  Christian ;  but  some  with  whom 
he  necessarily  came,  in  contact,  could  not  realize  how  an 
individual  of  his  apparent  plainness  of  manners  could  have 
a  clear  apprehension  of  the  subtleties  and  the  intricacies 
constantly  arising  in  large  moneyed  accounte.  On  the 
death  of  Captain  Macltay,  he  was  the  purchaser  of  the 
whole,  amounting,  it  is  believed,  to  more  than  half  a  million 
of  dollars.  The  condition  of  sale  was,  Mr.  Chicbering  was 
to  give  his  own  notes,  secured  by  mortgage  on  the  premises. 
Thus  the  security  was  good,  although  perhaps  the  best 
friends  of  Mr.  Chickering  scarcely  dared  to  hope  he  would 
ever  be  able  to  pay  a  sum  so  large.  It  was  divided  into 
installments,  for  each  of  which  a  distinct  note  was  given, 
payable  "on  or  before"  a  specified  day.  This  mode  of 
making  the  notes  was  indicated  by  Mr.  Chickering,  and  to 
which  of  course  no  objection  was  "offered.  The  legal  ad- 
viser, however,  of  Captain  Mackay,  a  shrewd  lawyer,  and 
a  friend  also  of  Mr.  Chickering,  intimated  bis  skepticism  in 
regard  to  the  utility  of  the  permission  to  pay  the  notes 
"  before"  they  came  due,  by  playfully  asking  the  maker  of 
them,  if  he  ever  expected  to  pay  them !  Mr.  Chickering 
without  hesitation  replied  in  his  wonted  simplicity,  that  he 
should  not  have  given  them,  did  he  not  expect  to  pay  them. 
Accordingly,  all  of  these  notes  were  paid,  as  they  became 
due,  till  the  agent  of  Captain  Mackay's  estate  requested 
that  they  might  remain,  desiring  no  better  investment  than 
the  notes  themselves.  Yet,  shortly  subsccLuent  to  the  fire, 
notwithstanding  this  request,  they  were  all  paid. 

Another  anecdote  or  two  will  be  given  to  illustrate  fur- 
ther Mr.  Chiekering's  mercantile  character.  On  one  occa- 
sion, when  he  needed  some  money  accommodation,  he  pre- 
sented a  large  number  of  notes  for  discount  at  one  of  the 
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banks  in  Boston,  where  he  had  doue  his  business.  The 
president  aeked  him,  who  was  to  endorse  the  notes.  Mr. 
Ohickering  replied,  "  I  shall  endorse  them  myself."  "  That 
win  never  do,"  said  the  president.  Mr.  Ohickering  simply 
responded,  "Very well,"  took  the  notes  and  earned  them  to 
another  bank,  which  immediately  gave  him  all  the  money 
he  needed.  On  another  occasion,  a  bank  with  which  he 
had  long  had  transactions,  and  to  which  he  had  as  nsual 
apphed  through  his  clerk  for  an  accommodation,  sent  for 
Mr.  Ohickering,  and  said  to  him,  "  Security  was  wanted." 
Mr.  Ohickering  replied,  "  I  shall  give  you  none ;  I  have 
done  ray  business  at  this  hank  for  a  long  time,  and  if  you 
do  not  know  me,  I  shall  apply  where  I  am  better  known." 
The  consequence  was,  the  necessary  discount  was  at  once 
given  by  another  bank,  to  which  he  ti-ansferred  his  bnsiness. 
This  business  was  worth  at  least  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
Soon  after  this,  a  director  of  the  bank  which  refused  him, 
called  on  Mr.  Ohickering  to  induce  bim  to  restore  his  busi- 
ness under  the  assurance,  that  for  the  future  the  hank  would 
grant  whatever  accommodation  might  be  wanted.  Mr. 
Ohickering  declined  doing  it,  not  wishing  to  do  business  at 
an  institution  willing  to  suspect  his  responsibihty.  Other 
incidents  might  be  adduced  to  show  the  high  sense  of  honor 
he  cherished  in  his  business  transactions,  and  how  well  he 
understood  the  respect  to  which  he  was  consequently  en- 
titled. In  quick  perceptions  concerning  all  matters  of  this 
kind,  in  the  most  refined  code  of  mercantile  moral  respon- 
sihiUty,  and  in  abiUty  off-hand,  without  premeditation,  to 
maintain  his  own  position,  no  hanker  was  Ms  superior, 
-  Allusion  has  been  made  to  Mr,  Ohickering  as  a  man  of 
kind  feeHngs,  of  Christian  sympathies,  and  as  a  philanthro- 
pist. He  was  indeed  too  much  occupied  in  his  every-day 
business  to  go  round  habitually  in  search  of  objects  requir- 
ing charitable  assistance.  The  responsibility  of  conducting 
s  in  its  various  ramifications  was  too  weighty  to 
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allow  him  to  mate  the  statistics  of  human  want  and  human 
siiffering  all  over  the  world  a  topic  of  regular  study  and 
analysis.  His  Chrietian  sympathies  might  have  inclined 
him  to  do  it,  hut,  in  an  important  sense,  hia  time  was  not 
his  own,  it  belonged  to  those  whose  labor  he  was  directing, 
and  whcrae  wants  he  was  pledged  to  supply.  The  proprietor 
of  a  mercantile  and  manufacturing  estabhshment  is  as  much 
pledged  to  the  employees  as  they  are  to  him.  One  is  to 
furnish  money  and  material,  aod  the  other  is  to  furnish 
labor.  Each  ia  reciprocally  bound  to  the  other.  A  failure 
of  duty  on  either  part,  will  be  detrimental,  if  not  ruinous, 
to  the  counterpart.  No  one  can  fail  to  perceive  that  Mr. 
Ohickering  had  enough  of  nece^ary  unavoidable  business 
to  engross  all  his  energies,  physical  and  mental.  Wisely 
to  direct  the  labor  of  two  hundred  men,  to  inspect  their 
work  when  completed,  to  see  that  they  and  their  families, 
amounting  to  about  one  thousand  persons,  were  made  duly 
comfortable  in  health  and  in  sickness,  to  see  that  money  was 
always  flowing  into  the  ti-easiu-y  as  well  as  passing  out  from 
it,  which  is  the  veiy  soul  and  vitality  of  such  an  establish- 
ment, was  enough  and  more  than  enough  to  occupy  all  the 
time,  and  to  exhaust  all  the  powers  of  one  man.  Only  a 
few  men  can  do  all  this.  Most  men  would  sink  under  the 
pressure  of  so  gi'eat  a  burden.  It  is  apparent,  tierefore, 
that  the  hands  and  the  feet,  the  eyes  and  the  ears  of  Mr. 
Ohickering,  were  almost  pei'petually  under  requisition,  for 
those  who  seemed  to  have  a  claim  for  the  use  of  these 
orgaiM,  Nevertheless,  the  sori'ows  of  the  world  would,  at 
times,  cast  their  dense,  chilhng  shadows  upon  his  inward, 
his  divine  nature.  It  could  not  be  entirely  shut  out  fi'om 
them.  They  would  penetrate  the  gross  film  that  surround- 
ed it.  Mr,  Ohickering  was  not  the  man  to  resist  such  in- 
fluences. He  was  not  the  man  to  close  his  eyes,  to  stop  his 
ears,  to  clench  bis  hands,  when  his  social  impulses  were 
Bumraoned  to  action.     Far  from  it.     Nor  was  he  the  man 
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to  obey  reluctantly  their  dictation.  His  benignant,  cheer- 
ful manner  gave  fourfold  value  to  his  deeds  of  love.  Had 
he  lived  to  old  age,  instead  of  being  cut  off,  as  it  were,  ui 
the  prime  of  his  manhood,  judging  from  what  is  known  to 
have  been  done  by  him  in  the  yeai«  of  his  prosperity,  the 
catalogue  of  his  benefactions  would  have  reached  an  extent 
rarely  found  in  the  annals  of  Christian  kindness.  His  posi- 
tion as  president  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Associa- 
tion, and  his  identification  with  many  other  beneficent  pub- 
lie  institutions,  gave  him  ample  opportunity  to  witness 
multitudes  of  cases  calculated  to  gain  from  him  the  kindest 
responses  of  a  kind  heart.  He  kept  no  record  of  these  re- 
sponses. The  only  complete  record  of  them  is  in  heaven. 
Generally  among  men  they  were  only  known  to  the  giver 
and  the  receiver.  His  habit  was  to  conceal  them  from  the 
gaze  of  all  others.  In  many  eases,  it  afterward  appeared, 
that  he  enjoined  concealment.  The  presumption  therefore 
is,  that  even  now  only  a  htfle  is  known  of  what  he  did  in 
this  way.  Musical  amateurs  are  well  known  to  posses,  gen- 
erally, much  more  of  a  love  of  melody  and  of  refined  taste, 
than  of  cash.  Mr.  Chickering  was  the  very  friend  they 
needed ;  and  he  was  always  a  friend  to  such — ^to  furnish  them 
with  material  aid.  It  has  come  to  light,  that  he  provided 
the  means  to  enable  several  to  visit  foreign  countries  for 
study  and  observation.  There  may  have  been  many  similar 
cases,  not  yet  known.  The  particulars  of  one  are  given 
below,  as  they  were  pubUshed  in  "  The  Musical  "World," 
the  next  week  after  Mr.  Chiekerlng's  death, 

"  "  A  Tbtje  Stoky. — Many  yeais  since,  a  hoy,  who  thought 
and  dreamed  of  nothing  but  music,  wandered  into  a  certain 
.large  establishment  in  Boston,  where  his  favorite  instm- 
menfe  were  manufactured.  Passing  into  the  extensive  sa- 
loons where  these  instruments  were  displayed,  he  sought 
out  a  quiet  comer,  and  seating  himself  at  one  of  those  mag- 
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nifieent  pianos,  he  flret  looked  around,  to  be  sure  tiiat  no 
one  was  listening,  and  then  began  to  play  some  of  those 
beautiful  waltzes  of  Beethoven,  which  at  that  time,  so  suited 
his  capacity,  and  suited  his  heart.  Borne  away  in  a  de- 
licious mueical  reverie,  he  did  not  for  some  time  observe, 
that  a  figure  had  stolen  up  to  him  and  was  listening  as  he 
played.  A  benevolent  face  was  over  him,  and  a  kind  voice 
addressed  words  of  commendation  and  praise,  which,  being 
the  first  the  boy  had  received,  sent  the  blood  tingling  to  his 
cheeks.  The  proprietor  of  the  establishment,  for  it  was  he, 
then  asked  the  boy  if  he  would  like  to  come  and  live  among 
those  pianos ;  discoursing  just  such  music  to  purehaaers— 
thus  forming,  in  a  word,  a  connection  with  iiis  establish- 
ment. But  books  and  college  were  before  the  boy ;  and 
wondering  at  the  proposition,  he  timidly  thanked  the  pro- 
prietor and  declined.  .  . 

"  Years  passed  away.  School  and  college  were  done  with, 
and  the  books  thrown  aside.  The  boy  had  reached  man- 
hood ;  but  still  the  spirit  of  music  haunted  him,  and  again 
he  found  himself  in  those  spacioi^  saloons.  He  had  just 
ceased  playing  upon  one  of  those  magniflcent  instruments 
again,  and  stood  looking  dreamily  out  of  the  window,  and 
down  upon  the  crowded  '  Washington-street'  below.  Again 
a  quiet  figure  stole  up  to  him,  and  a  most  musical  and 
;  voice  began  to  speak.     The  peraon  before  him 

B  of  small  stature,  had  the  manners  and  garb  of  a  gen- 
,  was  dressed  in  black,  with  a  single  magnificent 
diamond  pin  in  his  bosom ;  the  only  contrast  in  his  appear- 
ance was  the  clean  white  apron  of  a  workman,  which  he 
wore.  It  was  the  proprietor  of  the  establishment  again ; 
who,  wealthy  as  he  was,  had  his  own  little  working  cabi- 
net, with  an  exquisite  set  of  tools,  and  there  put  the  finish- 
ing touch  to  each  of  hia  beautiful  instruments ;  a  touch  he 
intrusted  to  no  one  else.  The  proprietor  inquired  kindly  of 
the  young  man  as  to  bis  plans  for  life.    These,  alas!  were 
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undetermined.  The  voice  of  music  was  more  fascinatang 
than  ever ;  but  a  learned  profession  of  some  Hnd  seemed 
to  be  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  his  friends.  Music, 
however,  was  his  firat  and  strongest  love,  and  he  had  some- 
times thought,  if  he  could  but  go  abroad  to  study,  he  would 
decide  for  that.  But  he  was  poor.  His  father  had  given 
him  his  college  education  and  his  blessing,  ae  capital  for 
life.  A  hareh  struggle  with  the  world  w^  before  him ; 
music,  therefore  was  hardly  to  be  thought  of. 

"In  the  quietest  tone  of  that  low,  pleasant  voice,  the 
proprietor,  as  though  making  an  ordinary  remark,  rejoined, 
'  Wdl,  hut  then,  if  the  srnn,  of  five  hundred  dolla/rs  a  year 
for  a  period  offov/r  years  wovld  smi  your  purpose,  Icould 
easik/  supply  you  with  thai ' 

"  The  world  grew  dim  before  him,  and  the  young  man 
almost  staggered  with  surprise ;  but  when  he  recovered 
himself,  there  was  the  same  quiet  gentleman  standing  be- 
side him,  and  looking  pleasantly  out  of  the  window. 

"  Two  months  afterward  the  young  man  sailed  for  Eu- 
rope, where  he  passed  the  allotted  time,  and  longer,  from 
means  with  which  his  own  compositions  in  the  mean  time 
formshed  him.  And  whatever  of  knowledge,  and  whatever 
of  artistic  culture,  and  whatever  of  success  in  life,  as  con- 
nected with  art,  have  since  been  his,  he  ascribe  entirely  to 
that  most  generous  and  noble-hearted  Maecenas  of  art. 
And  to  the  latest  days  of  his  life  will  he  never  cease  to 
cherish  the  memory  of  his  first  and  best  friend. 

"  That  noble  friend  was  Jonas  Ohickering,  of  Boston,  and 
that  boy  is  the  present  editor  of  the  JV.  J'.  Musical  World — 
the  writer  of  this  article ;  and  nothing  would  have  prevented 
a  gi'ateful  declaration  of  this  noble  deed,  but  the  unwilling 
condition  absolutely  imposed — qf  sUence  ;  that  the  circum- 
skmce  shmdd  he  revealed  to  none  hit  to  pa/rents.  But  such  a 
condition  is  sorely  canceled  by  death ;  and  a  long-repressed 
gratitude  must,  at  length,  proclaim  itself  to  the  world." 
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Another  trait  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Chickering  should 
not  escape  notice.  He  was  kind  to  his  workmen,  and  paid 
them  liberal  wages.  Whenever  any  one  of  them  became 
particularly  valuable  to  him,  an  addition  was  made,  with- 
out solicitation,  to  his  wages.  The  amount  of  wages  was 
oi-dinarily  graduated  according  to  the  skill  and  the  fidelity 
of  the  recipients ;  and  in  no  instance  did  he  take  advantage 
of  their  necessities  in  reducing  their  compensation.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  was  most  indulgent  to  persons  who  be- 
came indebted  to  him,  and  from  disappointment  became 
unable  to  make  prompt  payment.  An  oppressive,  heart- 
less creditor,  is  one  of  the  most  odious  and  detestable  ty- 
rants that  live.  A  debtor  comes  before  him  Bubmissive, 
and  broken-hearted,  and  begs  indulgence,  but  no  forbearing 
look  meets  his  eye,  and  no  word  of  comfort  entere  Ms  ear. 
Par  different  was  Jonas  Chickering.  He  was  accustomed 
to  say,  "  If  you  cannot  pay  me  now,  pay  me  when  you  can ; 
and  if  never  able  to  pay  me,  I  shall  not  trouble  you ;  do 
not  be  discouraged ;  go  about  your  busine^,  and  you  will 
get  along  well  enough."  Such  a  reply  quieted  many  a 
one,  who  had  unexpectedly  become  unable  to  meet  his 
liabilities. 

Mr.  Chicbering's  success  in  business  depended  on  the 
high  reputation  of  his  mstrumenta.  Other  manufacturers 
were  to  be  found  who  made  instruments  that  were  good, 
and  when  pronounced  to  be  so  by  competent  judges,  did 
not  fail  of  finding  purchasers.  But  the  name  of  Jonas 
Chiekering  on  his  instruments  was  a  sufficient  guaranty  of 
theii-  quality.  The  name  itself  would  make  a  market  for 
them.  The  following  authenticated  facts  will  show  the  value 
of  his  name  upon  a  pianoforte.  At  a  time  when  his  repu- 
tation had  been  spread  widely  abroad,  a  pianoforte  manu- 
facturer of  Boston  applied  to  the  legislature  of  the  State 
for  a  change  of  name,  with  the  privilege  to  take  the  name 
The  application  was  granted,  and  the  name 
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was  sent  forth  to  Uie  world  on  the  instrumenta  of  his  mann- 
factnre.  The  object  could  not  be  mietakeD,  and  Jonas 
Chickering  had  the  moiiifi cation  to  see  the  instnunenta 
from  a  different  manufacturer  mistaken  for  his  own.  He 
did  not,  however,  institute  a  queralous  litigation  about  the 
matter,  nor  enter  into  any  contest  of  words  in  the  public 
prints.  He  pursned  a  wiser  course,  and  quietly  expressed 
the  facts  to  the  same  legislature  in  au  humble  petition  for 
redress.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  legislature  retraced 
its  own  steps,  and  compelled  the  new-fledged  GMokermg 
to  resume  his  previous  name. 

Were  we  writing  a  foil  biography  of  Mr.  Chickering,  we 
should  repair  to  his  fireside  and  see  him  in  the  midst  of  his 
family.  Here  we  should  find  an  exhibition  of  conjugal 
affection,  of  paternal  kindness  and  patience,  and  of  un- 
wearied assiduity  to  render  all  belonging  to  his  household 
contented  and  happy,  that  woidd  furnish  a  model  for  the 
imitation  of  all  having  families.  We  should  go  to  the 
church  and  see  him  humble  and  devont,  lowly  in  feeling 
and  deportment,  as  if  he  were  the  poorest  man  in  the  con- 
gregation ;  willing,  like  his  divine  Master,  who  washed  the 
feet  of  the  disciples,  to  perform  any  service  required  by  his 
brethren ;  yet  always  ready,  hke  a  rich'  steward  of  his 
heavenly  Father,  to  withhold  no  pecuniary  aid  in  main- 
taining the  institutions  of  religion.  Instances  might  be  given 
wherein  the  courts  of  Zion  were  made  additionally  beau- 
tiful and  glorious  through  his  agency  and  liberality.  And 
we  should  go  to  the  several  halls  of  the  charitable  associa- 
tions with  which  he  was  connected,  and  to  which  he  gave 
new  vitality  and  efBciency.  There  we  might  glean  up  an- 
ecdotes of  his  ministration  to  all  classes  of  persons  in  the 
straits  of  poverty.  If  the  widow  and  the  orphan  were  ob- 
jects of  his  unfailing  solicitude,  the  most  repulsive  objects 
of  society  never  caused  him  to  forget  that  he  was  their 
brother.    The  blackest  Ethiopian  skin  never  caused  him  to 
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turn  away  his  eyes  from  having  compassion  on  the  Ethi- 
opian heart  pulsating  and  throbbing  therein.  But  our  pui-- 
pose  is  not  to  furnish  any  thing  more  than  the  great  featiu-es 
of  his  life,  particularly  such  as  may  be  signs,  and  toirens, 
and  beacons  to  the  young,  whose  germinating  aspirations 
and  energies  are  just  beginning  to  loot  forward  on  the 
antagonism  of  the  world,  in  their  career  to  eminence. 
To  them  these  features  in  his  life  will  he  an  admirable 
chart.  If  they  adopt  it,  if  they  adhere  to  it,  if  they  un- 
waveringly follow  its  teachings,  they  will  experienee  no 
mortifying  result  They  may  not  all  reach  his  high  ele- 
vation, bat  in  an  honorable  fame  and  in  adequate  com- 
petency, rarely  will  one  fail  of  victory.  Hence,  this  chart, 
with  the  name  thereon  of  him  whom  we  describe,  in  bold 
relief,  should  be  hung  up  in  evei^  workshop,  in  every 
dwelling-place  of  the  farmer,  and  in  every  connting-hoiwe 
of  our  country  1 

Any  one  witnessing  the  deep  sensation  produced  in  Bos- 
ton by  the  death  of  Mr.  Chickering,  will  not  charge  us  with 
an  over-estimate  of  his  character.  Earely  in  that  discrim- 
inating, cautious  city  has  such  a  sensation  been  produced 
by  the  death  of  one  of  her  citizens,  however  distinguished. 
Earely  on  the  funeral  occasion  of  any  one  of  them  have 
there  been  such  unmistakable  demonsti-ations  of  respect. 
This  sensation  was  felt  in  all  classes,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  among  mechanics  and  merchants,  especially  among 
the  lovei-s  of  music,  and  scarcely  less  among  those  of  the 
learned  profe^ions.  Without  witnessing  it,  no  one  could 
adequately  realize  how  deep  and  general  it  was.  The  whole 
heart  of  the  city  seemed  to  be  stricken  with  sadness.  In 
Parker's  "Tribute  to  the  Life  and  Character  of  Jonas 
Chickering,"  are  nearly  forty  pages  filled  with  notices  of 
him  and  his  funeral  obsequies,  from  the  periodical  press. 
Nothing  hke  it  in  the  country  is  known.  We  transcribe  a 
very  few  of  them  as  samples. 
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From  tlie  Eoston  Herald  of  Dec.  9th,  1853  : 
"Death  haa,  within  the  last  twenty-four  hoiiiis,  strack 
down  in  our  community,  without  a  moment's  warning,  one 
whose  loss  will  te  most  deeply  and  widely  deplored  by  our 
eitizena.  Mr,  Jonas  Chiekering,  one  of  the  most  useful, 
charitable,  and  noble-hearted  men  that  ever  lived,  died 
suddenly  last  erening.  .  .  .  He  was  president  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  and  has  been 
identified  with  numberless  public  charities.  A  list  of  his 
private  acts  of  benevolence,  known  to  himself  and  the  re- 
cipients of  his  bounties,  and  the  God  of  the  poor  and  father- 
less, would  fill  Tolumes.  Boston  has  been  deeply  indebted 
to  his  genius,  entei'prise,  and  business  energy.  The  im- 
mense business  which  he  has  here  built  up,  not  only  for 
himself;  directly,  but  for  others,  has  proved  honorable  and 
profitable  to  the  whole  city  as  well  as  to  himself." 
From  the  Boston  TrmeUm;  Dec.  13th,  1853  : 
"  The  funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  Chiekering  took  place  this 
morning,  and  was  largely  attended.  The  workmen  who 
were  in  the  employ  of  the  deceased,  assembled  at  the  ware- 
rooms,  whence  they  proceeded  to  his  late  residence,  and 
were  joined  by  the  other  pianoforte-makers  of  the  city, 
under  the  marshalship  of  Timothy  Gilbert;  members  of 
the  Handel  and  Haydn,  and  of  the  Musical  Education 
Societies,  the  Massachusetts  Chaiitable  Mechanic  Associa- 
tion, St.  Andrew's  Lodge  and  St.  Andrew's  Ohaptei-,  and 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  the  De  Molay  Encampment  of  Ejiights  Tem- 
plars. These  societies  formed  in  procession,  and  escorted 
the  body,  followed  by  the  family  and  immediate  friends  of 
the  deceased,  to  Trinity  Church,  where  the  funeral  services 
were  performed  by  the  Et.  Kev.  Bishop  Eastbum,  assisted 
by  the  Eef.  J.  Cotton  Smith.  In  the  procession  were  more 
than  eight  hundi'ed  persons.  In  the  ranks  were  the  Hod. 
Abbott  Lawrence,  the  Hon.  Robert  C,  Winthrop,  Gen,  Henry 
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K.  Oliver,  and  other  distinguished  citizens.  The  church  was 
crowded  to  it  utmost  capacity,  and  there  were  hundreds  in 
the  street  who  were  nnable  to  gain  admittance.  By  the  or- 
der of  the  mayor  the  various  chm-ch-beUs  of  the  city  tolled." 
From  the  Boston  Morning  Post,  Dec.  17th,  1853  : 
"  What  was  the  mighty  power  which  clothed  Jonas  Chick- 
ei-ing  with  such  loveliness  as  to  command  the  willing  affec- 
tions and  respect  of,  an  entire  comrajmity  "i  which  disarmed 
the  sting  of  jealousy  and  the  poison  of  envy?  which  divest- 
ed the  selfish  heart  of  its  coat  of  steel,  and  the  ebullitions  of 
malice  of  their  hate!  which  called  alike  together  the  gi-eat, 
the  humble,  the  rich,  and  the  poor,  to  do  him  honor  at  the 
same  altar,  prostrate  in  prayer,  and  to  follow  in  unparal- 
leled numbers  hia  remains  to  the  land  of  the  dead?  why 
snch  a  thi-ong  in  the  funeral  procession  of  a  mechanic,  re- 
moved but  a  few  hours  from  his  bench  of  labor? 

"It  was  in  honor  of  the  spisit  of  nnrr  which  had  been 
beautifully  illusti-ated  in  the  acts  of  the  deceased.  It  was 
to  celebrate  the  glorious  achievements  of  one  who  sought 
no  higher  distinction  tiian  that  of  faithfulne^  to  the  simple 
requisitions  of  the  golden  bule — to  encourage  the  citizen  in 
responding  to  the  calls  of  patriotism,  to  honor  the  man  who 
was  true  to  humanity,  to  give  aid  with  a  cheerful  spirit  to 
the  cause  of  truth  at  all  times  and  everywhere,  to  promote  ■ 
science,  and  to  cultivate  the  religious  affections,  to  count  it 
a  privilege  to  serve  friends  in  want,  and  to  console  them  in 
seasons  of  afliction ;  to  afford  strengtii  to  the  weak,  means 
to  the  unfortunate,  and  a  good  word  to  all.  His  ambition 
was  to  be  useful." 

These  extracts,  taken  almost  at  random  from  a  large 
.mass  of  obituary  notices  of  Mr.  Chickering,  published  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  are  a  fair  specimen  of  the  whole. 
■Our  limits  do  not  admit  the  insertion  of  others.  At  the 
time  of  one's  death  it  is  somewhat  common,  that  the  public 
press  is  too  profuse  in  eulogy ;  and  that  as  time  chastens 
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onr  impulses  and  oiu'  tastes,  some  qualification  ie  deemed 
advisable  to  what  was  uttered  under  such  circumstanees. 
It  does  not  so  happen  in  regard  to  what  was  said  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  two  years  ago.  It  now  appeara  as 
it  did  then;  the  language  of  trath  and  sobriety.  So  may- 
it  always  appear.  His  remains  were  carried  to  Mount 
Auhum,  one  of  the  most  lovely  mral  cemeteries  in  our 
country.  There  they  repose  in  fellowship  with  names 
deeply-wiitten  upon  the  pages  of  our  history.  There  re- 
pose the  remains  of  the  philosophic  Spurzheim,  whose 
labors  form  a  new  era  in  his  depai-tment  of  study  1  There 
repose  the  remains  of  Hannah  Adams,  one  of  the  first  and 
one  of  the  most  respectable  of  American  female  authors ! 
There  repose  the  remains  of  the  accomplished  jurist,  Jcseph 
Story^  whose  profoimd  learning  will  be  a  monument  to  hie 
fame  to  the  end  of  time!  And  there  repose  the  remains  of 
Samuel  Appleton,  whose  life  was  an  honor  to  his  species, 
and  whose  more  than  princely  eleemosynary  endowments 
wiU  be  an  undying  and  unfading  record  of  his  philan- 
thropy ! 

A  man  is  not  deserving  great  publicity  simply  because 
he  acquire  great  wealth.  This  is  done  occasionally  by 
means  that  are  to  be  reprobated.  It  is  sometimes  done  by 
fraud  and'  oppression.  It  is  sometimes  done  by  gross  die- 
honesty  upon  public  or  individual  rights.  It  is  sometimes 
done  by  the  pursuit  of  a  business  in  no  way  conducive  to 
the  public  benefit,  but  every  way  operating  to  the  public 
injury.  Is  that  man  a  public  benefactor  who  makes  a  for- 
tune by  cheating  the  laboring  classes  of  the  community  ? 
Is  that  man  a  public  benefactor  who  makes  a  fortune  by 
getting  up  some  great  scheme  for  speculation — a  swindling 
bank  or  insurance  company— the  effects  of  which  on  society 
at  large  are  like  a  pestilence  or  a  famine  ?  Is  that  man  a 
public  benefactor  who  makes  a  fortune  by  forestalling  the 
market,   thereby   causing    the  masses  to  pay   double   or 
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greatly  increased  prices  for  the  necessaries  of  life  ?  Is  Uiat 
man  a  public  benefactor  who  makes  a  foi-tnne  by  distilling 
whiskey,  thus  scattering  broadcast  over  the  land  the  most 
deadly  of  poisons,  causing  poverty  wherever  it  goes,  sorrow 
and  tears  to  the  disconsolate  wife,  paupers  to  the  almshouse, 
and  convicts  to  the  penitentiary  and  the  gallows  ?  Most 
surely  not !  Snch  men  are  not  benefactors  to  the  public ! 
They  are  a  cnrae  to  it ;  and  their  names  should  be  blotted 
out  of  existence,  or  go  down  to  posterity  stamped  with 
infamy. 

Nevertheless,  fortunes  may  by  made,  and  sometimes  are 
made,  in  a  manner  to  secure  for  the  owners  the  gratitude  of 
all  mankind.  The  individual  is  a  pubUc  benefactor  who 
makes  and  brings  into  use  a  scientific  discovery,  or  a 
mechanical  invention,  that  will  treble  or  quadruple  agri- 
cultural products  without  an  increase  of  labor.  The  indi- 
vidual is  a  public  benefactor  who  provides  beneficial  and 
reputable  occupation  to  multitudes  of  the  laboring  classes, 
whether  in  navigation,  or  manufactures,  or  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil.  The  individual  is  a  public  benefactor  who, 
by  honorably  acquired  wealth,  endows  public  hospitals  and 
asylums,  thereby  to  ameliorate  human  suffering— and  also 
public  literary  institutions,  thereby  multiplying  the  facil- 
ities for  education  and  useful  knowledge.  And  most  surely 
the  individual  is  a  public  benefactor  who  provides  means  to 
prevent  crime,  and  to  induce  moral  and  social  refinement 
and  elevation. 

In  more  than  one  of  these  particulars  Jonas  Chickering 
merits  the  commendation  thus  afiii-med.  He  verily  pro- 
vided respectable  and  remunerative  occupation,  during 
many  years,  for  many  hundreds  of  his  fellow-men.  It  is 
equally  evident,  too,  that  he  was  accustomed  to  bestow  val- 
uable portions  of  his  pecuniary  meaiB  on  persons  that  were 
imfortunate  and  needy.  Many  a  tear  did  he  thus  cause  to 
be  dried  up.    Many  a  bosom  did  he  ttus  cause  to  swell 
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mth  jo;  and  giatitude.  Many  a  spark  of  human  genina 
diJ  he  tiins  cause  to  be  kindled  into  a  full,  living,  bright 
orb  to  lUnminatt  the  world.  And  we  do  not  remember 
one  m  his  time  who  did  more  to  prevent  crime  and  to  stim- 
iilat«  the  ]-)urest  impulses  to  a  life  of  Tii'tue.  There  was  in 
his  aims  and  labors  an  achievement  that  bad  reference  to 
man's  spiritual  nature.  There  is  in  music  a  power  over  this 
natuie,  sometimes,  nowhere  else  to  be  found.  It  occasion- 
ally is  known  to  operate  over  the  most  fierce  and  venomous 
of  the  bnite  creation,  soothing  their  anger  and  quelling 
their  ferocity.  Well-authenticated  anecdotes  of  this  are 
numerous.  They  abound  in  works  on  natural  history. 
Who  does  not  know  that  mai'tial  music  stimulates  more  in- 
tensely an  army  moving  forward  to  deadly  conflict  than  do 
the  points  of  the  bayonets  in  (Jieir  rear ;  and  that  even  the 
steed  as  weU  as  the  soldier,  under  its  influence,  rushes  for- 
ward franticly  till  pierced  by  the  instruments  of  death  ? 
Such  is  the  fact,  and  it  famishes  an  argument  in  favor  of 
om'  hypothesis  which  can  not  be  controverted.  The  charm 
of  music  upon  the  animal  named  is  proverbial.  This  sub- 
ject is  not  well  understood  ;  or,  if  understood,  it  is  not  duly 
applied  to  practical  purposes.  It  is  believed  that  a  fiddle, 
or  any  other  exciting  musical  instrument,  would  do  more 
than  a  dozen  green-hide  lashes  in  subduing  the  obstiqacy  of 
a  vicious  or  balky  horse ;  and  the  use  of  it  would  surely 
be  more  conducive  to  the  good-temper  of  lie  driver. 

It  is  not  martial  and  powerfully  exciting  music  only  that 
favors  our  hypothesis.  We  are  somewhat  familiar  with 
the  toils  and  the  wearisomeness  of  rural  and  mechanical 
labor ;  and  we  have  ever  noticed  that  the  joyous  songs  of 
the  birds  in  the  spring-time  of  the  year  tend  to  the  cheer- 
ftdness  and  the  animated  vigor  of  the  husbandman.  By 
them  he  is  frequently  led  to  the  exertion  of  his  own  vocal 
powers.  If  the  laborers  in  the  field,  and  the  woman  at  the 
wash-tub,  will  sing  away  the  day  as  they  apply  their  hands 
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to  their  respective  tasks,  we  need  not  apprehend  but  that 
the  work  will  be  seasonably  and  well  done.  "We  have 
often  witnessed  such  results.  We  are  also  somewhat  famil- 
iar with  the  routine  of  elementaiy  education.  We  remem- 
ber the  period,  fifty  and  sixty  yeara  ago,  when  the  confusion 
and  disorder  of  the  school-room  reminded  one  of  ancient 
Babel ;  when  birchen  rods  were  carried  thither  by  hun- 
dreds ;  when  the  teacher  spent  half  of  his  time  in  using 
them,  and  when  his  own  originally  sweet  temper  was  thus 
changed  to  the  nature  of  pure  vinegar.  Better  influences, 
at  later  dates,  in  a  meaeiu-e,  have  taken  the  place  of  such 
vile  instrumentB  of  harbaiism.  Moral  suasion  is  now  the 
popular  force  for  preserving  the  dignified  peace  and  supre- 
macy of  the  teacher.  Music  also  18  beginning  to  lend  him 
her  enchantments.  Music  is  now  taught  in  many,  and  it 
ehould  be  in  all  schools.  Let  there  be  in  every  school- 
room a  good  pianofoi-te,  and  a  daily  use  of  it,  with  an 
accompaniment  of  the  human  voice  from  teacher  and 
pupils,  and  there  will  be  little  or  no  occasion  for  corporal 
discipline,  or  want  of  study  and  creditable  proficiency. 

A  reference  may  also  be  made  to  the  music  of  the  Chris- 
tian temple,  in  illustration  of  our  theoiy.  On  entering  that 
temple,  how  much  do  the  mellow  tones  of  the  church-organ 
come  over  the  spirit  of  man  like  the  benignant  breath  of 
heaven,  driving  from  his  mind  wandering  and  unholy 
thoughts,  and  causing  therein  a  kindling  devotion,  which 
passes  fl-om  bosom  to  bosom,  like  an  electric  fire,  till  aU 
become  animated  witli  it,  and  the  loud  and  melodious 
union  of  hearts  and  voices  causes  the  church  on  earth  to 
remind  us  of  the  chm-ch  in  heaven!  It  is  the  music  of  the 
church  as  well  as  the  preaching  of  the  church  that  brings 
together  a  great  assemblage — and,  we  will  add,  that  softens 
the  heart,  and  makes  it  submissive  to  the  divine  will. 
Were  it  not  for  this  music,  how  many  fac^  now  fandliar 
in  the  place  of  Christian  worship  would  rarely  or  never  be 
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seen  there !  Were  it  not  for  this  iniisic,  how  many  hearte 
now  made  penitent  would  remain  hard,  and  unproductive 
of  picas  emotion  !  Surely,  then,  the  promoters  of  church 
music  are  most  important  and  efiicient  auxiliaries  to  the 
Christian  miniatry,  and  efficient  instnimentalities  for  the 
promotion  of  good  morala. 

All  here  said  in  favor  of  chm'ch  muBie,  and  even  more, 
may  be  said  in  favor  of  music  in  the  family.  Stated  music 
also  in  the  family  conduces  to  order,  decorum,  and  good 
temper,  as  well  as  in  the  echool-room.  The  lullaby  of  the 
miraeiy  is  frequently  better  than  paregoric  in  quieting  the 
restive  infant.  If  the  mother  will  use  her  voice  in  stanzas 
delineating  the  passions,  the  trials,  and  the  pastimes  of 
children,  seldom  indeed  will  she  have  occasion  to  scold  at 
her  oftspring.  And  at  evening,  especially  in  long  evening, 
how  much  will  music  about  the  fireside  tranquilize  passions 
that  have  been  excited,  chafed,  and  irritated  by  the  labors 
and  perplexities  of  the  preceding  day !  Wherever  it  can 
be  had,  let  there  be  a  good  pianoforte,  and  fingeiB  well 
trained  to  use  it.  Let  it  be  habitually  used  by  the  mother, 
or  her  daughters,  if  she  have  tiiem  of  age  to  do  it.  Let  the 
voices  of  the  whole  family  be  led  by  it.  If  the  toils  of  the 
day  have  been  unusually  burdensome  and  exhausting,  mu- 
sic that  is  exciting  will  be  best.  The  Marseilles  Hymn,  or 
something  of  lilie  tendency,  should  be  selected.  That  will 
refresh  and  exhilarate  prostrated  energies.  If  these  toils 
have  been  attended  with  outbrealts  of  passion,  select  music 
that  is  soothing  and  plaintive.  That  will  restore  the  mind 
to  its  proper  equilibrium.  If  any  of  the  younger  male 
members  of  the  family  are  too  much  inclined  to  wander 
abroad  in  search  of  amusement  or  pleasure,  how  easy  it  is 
for  a  sister,  by  the  aid  of  the  piano  and  her  own  sweet 
voice,  to  change  the  pm^ose  of  a  heedless,  ening  brother  1 
In  such  an  exigency,  no  efFoiis  in  this  way  should  ho 
spared.     Earely  is  a  young  heart  so  wayward  and  obdii- 
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rate  as  not  to  be  won  and  melted  when  listening  to  "  Sweet 
Home,"  and  other  kindred  productions.  What  young  man 
can  fail  of  being  indissolnbly  united  in  the  family  circle,  if 
accustomed  to  watch  the  falling  teara  and  to  listen  to  the 
impressive  accents  ot  an  affectionate  sister,  when  engaged 
in  such  an  evening  performance?  Thousands  of  young 
men,  in  this  way,  it  is  believed,  are  saved  from  a  course  of 
fashionable  folly  and  sin.  If  the  pianoforte  and  its  frecjuent 
use  were  as  common  at  the  fireside  as  we  hope  it  will  be- 
come, thousands  more  of  young  men  will  be  saved  by  their 
sisters  from  irregular  habits,  fi-om  dissipation,  and  from 


The  moral  influence  of  music  is  much  better  u 
than  it  was.  Doubtless  it  will  hereafter  be  better  under- 
stood than  it  now  is.  Many  of  our  large  cities  are  begin- 
ning to  provide  evening  music  in  places  for  public  resort. 
This  is  done  upon  the  principle  we  here  suggest,  to  attract 
the  heedless,  the  restless,  and  the  wandering,  from  amuse- 
ments and  indulgences  that  might  end  in  min.  Thousands 
of  young  men,  and  sometimes  middle-aged  men,  are  abroad 
in  every  large  city  for  some  undefined  pleasure,  mainly  be- 
cause they  know  not  what  to  do  with  themselves  at  home. 
If  they  had  such  homes  as  all  ought  to  have — such  as  we 
have  desciibed- — they  would  hot  be  exposed  as  they  now 
are  to  temptation.  It  is  wise  and  paternal  to  provide  this 
substitute  for  the  lack  of  music  in  the  family.  In  this  way 
a  band  of  music  will  do  more  than  a  score  of  constables  in 
preserving  the  morals  of  a  village  or  city.  Moreover,  free 
concerts  would  do  more  to  the  same  glorious  end  than  scor^ 
of  prosing  moral  lecturers.  These  agencies  for  rational 
ftmnsement,  and  these  antidotes  to  crime  can  not  be  too 
highly  commended.  They  should  be  in  every  town,  vil- 
lage, or  city  large  enough  to  maintain  them.  Money  for 
them  is  well  spent,  as  it  is  for  the  pianoforte  in  the  private 
tkmily. 
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Much  more  might  be  added  on  the  subject,  hut  our  ob- 
ject is  only  to  offer  a  few  suggestions,  tending  to  show  the 
agency  of  Mr.  Chickering  in  fiimishing  instrumentalities  for 
rational  amusement,  for  social  order,  and  for  good  morale- 
It  is  well  known  that  gravitation  keeps  in  a  dense  consis- 
tency the  particles  of  matter  in  our  globe,  and  also  duly 
halances  the  other  spheres  of  the  solar  system.  In  an  anal- 
ogous way,  mraic  is  a  conservative  power  in  regulating  the 
waywai'd  and  discoi-dant  passions  of  the  heart.  We  affirm, 
therefore,  that  Jonas  Chickering,  in  making  fourteen  thou- 
sand pianofortes  to  be  used  in  so  many  families,  and  espe- 
cially in  so  improving  the  instrument  himself,  and  in  stimu- 
lating others  to  improve  it,  that  hereafter  its  use  may  be 
increased  a  hundred-fold,  is  more  of  a  public  benefactor 
than  in  the  particulars  previously  stated.  For  this  alone 
his  name  should  he  transmitted  to  posterity  in  company 
with  the  best  names  of  the  age.  Indeed,  every  instrument 
he  made,  and  every  one  made  or  to  be  made  by  othei-s  pos- 
sessing his  improvements,  should  be  and  wiU  be,  wherever 
found,  so  many  mommients  to  his  fame,  better  than  monu- 
ments of  marble  or  bronze. 
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The  subject  of  this  memoir,  the  Hon,  Aea  Clapp,  died 
at  his  residence  in  Portland,  Maine,  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1848,  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  bom  in 
Mansfield,  Bristol  county,  Maasachnsetts,  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1763.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Abiel  Clapp,  Esq., 
a  farmer  of  high  respectability,  and  who  filled  what  were 
then  considered  very  important  stations  in  the  towns  of 
New  England,  the  offices  of  magisti'ate,  and  the  commander 
of  the  military  company  in  that  ancient  municipalityj 

Being  deprived  of  his  parents  at  an  early  age,  he  was  left 
entirely  dependent  upon  his  own.  exertions  for  advancement. 
But  at  this  period,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  the  demands 
which  the  future  might  make  upon  him,  and  through  his 
own  energy  and  perseverance  he  succeeded  in  securing  a 
common  school  education.  As  an  incipient  indication  of 
that  ardent  and  daring  spirit  which  characterized  his  whole 
career,  this  patriotic  orphan  boy,  when  only  ia  the  sixteenth 
year  of  his  age,  gallantiy  volmiteered  to  act  as  a  substitute 
for  a  yomag  man  who  had  been  drafted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
expedition  under  Gen.  Sulhyan,  for  the  expulsion  of  the 
British  army  from  Ehode  Island,  in  1778.  He  was  imme- 
diately appointed  a  non-commissioned  officer,  and  remained 
in  service  until  he  was  honorably  discharged.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  his  eager- 
n^s  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  active  life,  that  he  was 
unable  to  remain  unemployed,  even  for  a  single  month ;  and 
again  leaving  his  home,  he  proceeded  on  foot  to  Boston, 
where,  without  money,  without  friends,  without  even  the 
advantages  of  acquaintances,  he  was  impelled  to  make  in- 


.y  Google 


540  LIVES    OF   AMERICAN   MERCHANTS. 

etant  efForls  ia  the  cause  whicb  lay  nearest  his  heart.  He 
therefore  immediately  entered  npon  the  adventurous  life  of 
a  mariner,  in  one  of  the  numerous  private  armed  vessels 
which  were  fitted  out  in  all  the  northern  poils. 

In  a  brief  period,  lie  hbnoi-ahly  distinguished  himself  in 
his  new  position,  and  notwithstanding  his  youth,  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  third  officer  of  a  large  ship,  mounts 
ing  twenty  guns,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  Dunn.  In  this 
vessel  he  made  numerous  successful  cruises,  and  the  fidelity, 
intelligence,  and  intrepidity  with  which  he  performed  the 
duties  of  his  station,  did  not  fail  to  atti-act  the  attention  of 
the  commander  of  the  ship,  who  availed  himself  of  the  flrat 
opportunity  to  promote  him  to  the  first  ht,ntuiancy.  He 
was  in  many  desperate  engagements,  m  one  jt  which  he 
was  severely  wounded.  To  him  the  houi  of  peril  waa  one 
of  eager  and  conspicuous  activity,  and  whatcvei  the  occa- 
sion demanded,  he  was  always  found  eq^ual  to. 

On  one  occasion,  the  ship  in  which  he  was  saihng  as  first 
©fficer,  having  been  subjected  to  the  bufietings  of  head 
winds  and  stormy  seas,  was  discovered  to  be  leaking  dan- 
gerously, so  much  so  that  the  safety  of  the  vessel  and  all  on 
board  became  questionable:  While  in  this  dilemma,  night 
approached,  and  a  perfect  calm  feU  upon  the  winds  and 
the  waves.  StiU,  through  the  strained  seams  of  the  siiip, 
the  waters  could  be  heard  forcing  their  way,  and  constant 
efforts  at  the  pumps  were  required  to  prevent  the  gallant 
vessel  from  sinking  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  bosom  of 
the  ocean. 

At  this  time,  an  English  ship,  becalmed,  was  discovered 
far  away  on  the  horizon,  but  imperfectly  discernible  in  the 
dim  twilight  A  boat,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Clapp, 
and  manned  by  volunteers,  was  immediately  pnt  in  readi- 
ness, and  as  soon  as  darlmess  had  settled  upon  the  waters, 
took  its  departure  for  the  sti-ange  vessel,  then  many  miles 
distant.    The  sailors  plied  the  oars  with  courage  and  good- 
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will,  and  such  was  the  adroitness  of  their  inovemente,  that 
the  first  notice  which  those  on  board  the  British  ship  had 
of  their  approach,  was  a  summons  to  surrender,  accom- 
panied with  a  discharge  of  fire-arma.  The  watch  fled  he- 
low,  panic-stricken,  and  the  boarding  party  took  possession 
of  the  deck,  and,  in  a  brief  interval,  of  the  vessel,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man.  The  prize  proved  to  be  an  outward 
bound  West  Indiaman,  mounting  eight  guns,  with  a  com- 
plement of  men  treble  the  number  of  the  captors.  In  the 
many  positions  of  responsibility  which  his  official  connec- 
tion with  the  vessels  in  which  he  served  impeded  upon  him, 
he  was  invariably  distinguished  for  bis  wisdom,  forecast, 
and  correct  judgment.  Having  acquired  distinction  by  the 
intelligence,  enterprise,  and  eminent  skill  he  had  evinced 
as  a  navigator,  he  obtained  the  command  of  a  ship  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  Revolutionary  Wai',  when  he  had  but  juat 
reached  the  era  of  manhood.  He  was  at  Poi-t  au  Prince, 
in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  when  the  attack  was  made 
upon  that  city  by  the  negroes,  and  with  Joseph  Peabody, 
^q.,  of  Salem,  then  in  the  merchant  service,  rendered 
most  essential  aid  to  the  white  population,  who  were  ex- 
pcsed  to  plunder  and  slaughter  during  that  horrible  servile 
convulsion. 

Mr.  Clapp  married,  in  1787,  Miss  Eliza  Wendell  Quincy, 
of  Boston.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Quincy,  Esq., 
a  distinguished  physician  of  that  place,  and  a  lady  of  great 
pej-sonal  attraction  ;  she  was  a  most  devoted  and  affection- 
ate wife  and  mother,  and  a  sincere  and  exemplary  Chris- 
tian. She  was  kind  and  generous  in  all  her  social  relations, 
and  always  ready  to  devote  her  time  and  attention  to  re- 
lieve the  sufferings  of  those  in  distress,  and  long  will  the 
recollection  and  influence  of  her  virtues  be  cherished  and 
felt  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  died  on  the  Slat  of  Novem- 
ber, 1853,  after  a  veiy  brief  illness,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years,  five  years  and  seven  months  after  the  decease  of  Mr. 
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Clapp,  eixtj-one  years  and  seven  months  of  her  life  liaviiig 
been  passed  in  the  near  and  dear  relation  of  a  beloved  and 
respected  wife. 

In  the  year  1793,  Great  Britain,  Enssia,  Spain,  Prussia, 
and  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  concluded  a  treaty  providing 
that  they  should  close  then'  ports  against  all  vessels  be- 
longing to  ^France,  and  unite  their  efforts  "  to  prevent  other 
powers,  not  implicated  in  this  war,  from  giving,  on  this 
occasion  of  common  concern  to  every  civilized  state,  any 
protection  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  consequence 
of  their  neutrality,  to  the  commerce  or  prosperity  of  the 
French,  on  the  sea  or  in  the  ports  of  Fi-ance."  Extreme 
measnres  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  commanders  of 
all  Brilish  armed  vessels  were  inetmcted  to  bring  into  Brit- 
ish ports  Bnch  voxels  of  neutial  nations  as  were  beUoTed  to 
be  bound  for  France,  if  thej  had  pTOYJsions  on  board,  and 
all  vessels  proceeding  from  the  Fiench  colonies  to  any  part 
of  Europe.  It  may  well  be  supposed,  that  orders  leaving 
such  a  wide  margin  to  the  dibcrebon  of  the  commanders, 
many  of  whom  were  unfit  to  he  intrusted  with  delicate 
duties,  were  the  pretext  loi  numerous  unwarrantable  en- 
croachments upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
Indeed,  it  is  not  improbable  that  Great  Britain  was,  even 
at  that  time,  apprehensive  that  the  United  Statw  might,  at 
no  distant  day,  become  a  formidable  commercial  rival.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  numerous  American  vessels  were  detained 
upon  the  slightest  pretexts,  and  many  witliout  any  excuse 
whatever  above  an  ill-grounded  suspicion,  Mr.  Clapp, 
who  then  commanded  a  ship  trading  between  the  United 
States  and  Europe,  was  captured  by  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  and 
carried  into  England.  After  a  detention  of  six  months  in 
London,  his  ship  was  released  by  a  decree  of  the  courts  of 
admiralty,  and  his  cargo  paid  for  hj  the  British  Govern- 
ment; and  BO  ably  and  judiciously  was  the  affair  managed 
by  him,  that  instead  of  its  resulting  in  a  loss  to  the  owners, 
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I  them,  in  a  business  point  of  view,  a  highly 
profitable  occurrence. 

After  passing  several  yeare  in  the  command  of  Tarious 
ships,  he  finally  estaljliehed  himself  as  a  merchant  at  Port- 
land, in  the  year  1796.  Here  lie  gradually  became  largely 
interested  in  commerce,  in  which  occupation  he  acquired 
an  extended  reputation  for  the  exactitude  and  perfection  of 
all  his  business  habitB,  securing  to  him  a  credit  not  only 
at  home,  but  in  foreign  countiiea,  which  was  probably  un- 
surpassed by  that  enjoyed  by  any  other  American  mer- 
chant of  that  day. 

Notwithstanding  the  multipliQity  of  duties  demanding  Ms 
attention,  Mr,  Clapp  kept  constantly  in  -view'the  vast  import- 
ance of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  commercial  affairs  of 
foreign  countries ;  hence  we  find  in  his  note-book  numerous 
records  of  instructions,  given  to  the  commanders  of  his  ves- 
sels, to  spare  no  exertions  in  acquiring  sucli  facts  as  would 
tend  to  enlarge  the  channels  of  trade,  or  contribute  to  his 
own  store  of  valuable  information.  In  this  manner  he  did 
much  toward  extending  our  intercourse  with  other  nations, 
while  his  example  aroused  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  ambi 
tion  throughout  the  entire  commercial  circle  in  which  he 
moved. 

"When  Congress  laid  a  general  embargo,  December  23, 
1807,  on  the  shipping  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  to  preseiTe  om"  neutrality,  the  honor  of  our 
flag,  and  the  rights  of  sailors  inviolate,  Mr.  Clapp  was  found 
among  the  firmest  supporters  of  the  national  government, 
although  the  position  he  liius  assumed  was  most  adverse  to 
his  pecuniary  interests.  In  fact,  sucli  was  the  disastrous 
effect  in  Portland,  that  Mr.  Clapp  and  only  a  very  few 
others  engaged  in  commerce,  were  enabled  to  stand  firm 
against  its  crushing  effecte. 

In  the  year  1811  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.     This  was  previous  to 
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the  separation  of  Maine  from  that  State,  when  Elbridge 
Gerry  was  governor,  and  William  Gray  lieatenant-gover- 
nor.  These  times  were  exceedingly  eventful,  and  Mr. 
Gerry's  administration  bore  a  distinguished  part  io  the 
work  of  reform  wbieli  was  then  progressing.  The  coni^e 
which  Mr.  Clapp  pm'sued  at  this  period,  in  reference  to  the 
acts  of  government,  is  the  best  evidence  that  can  be  ad- 
duced to  prove  that  his  devotion  to  the  country's  interest  in 
preference  to  his  own,  was  of  that  controlling  and  abiding 
character  which  is  only  found  in  the  bosom  of  the  true  patr 
riot.  A  large  propoi-tion  of  his  wealth  was  involved  in 
commercial  enterprises,  but  when  Congress,  on  the  4th  of 
April,  1812,  laid  an  embargo  on  all  the  vessels  within  the 
■waters  of  the  United  States,  the  act,  although  it  portended 
war,  received  his  cordial  approbation.  And  when  a  few 
months  later,  war  was  declared  to  exist  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  Mr.  Clapp  gave  government 
his  wannest  support,  and  this  support  was  continued  un- 
abated throughout  the  war,  notwithstanding  nearly  all  of 
his  ships  were  in  consequence  driven  from  the  ocean,  and 
laid  up  to  decay  in  the  docks. 

Nor  was  his  defence  of  the  government  exhausted  in 
empty  professions  of  confidence  and  adherence,  but  when 
the  national  finances  were  seriously  embarrassed,  and  it  be- 
came a  work  of  great  difficulty  to  negotiate  government 
loans,  he  came  forward,  voluntarily,  and  subscribed  more 
than  one-half  of  the  whole  amount  of  his  property  to  sustain 
the  national  credit,  and,  by  his  example  and  influence,  ren- 
dered essential  aid  in  procuring  subscriptions  from  others. 
The  full  force  and  value  of  an  act  of  this  character,  when 
the  government  had  become  almost  bankrupt,  and  a  pow- 
erftil  party  was  constantly  uttering  bitterest  i 
against  the  administration,  and  those  who  had  the  I 
and  patriotism  to  befriend  it,  can  hardly  be  i 
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these   days  of  overflowing   ti-easuries  and  snperaljuiidant 
national  strength. 

A  corps  of  Tolnnteers,  composed  of  many  of  the  most  re- 
spectable and  worthy  citizens  of  Portland,  was  organized 
for  the  protection  of  the  place  against  the  fleet,  which  was 
committing  numberless  depredations  between  the  Penobscot 
river  and  Eaatport,  and  to  this  company  Mr.  Ckpp  speedily 
attached  himself  as  a  common  soldier. 

During  the  entire  war  most  of  his  business  suffered  from 
the  general  paralysis  which  prostrated  labor  in  al!  parts  of 
the  country,  but  unlike  its  effect  upon  many  others,  the  dis- 
asti'ous  results  which  were  the  natural  consequences  of  the 
contest,  only  served  to  increase  the  intensity  of  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  enemy,  and  to  stimulate  him  to  renewed  efforts 
and  greater  sacrifices.  His  residence,  during  that  period, 
was  a  place  of  general  resort  for  the  officers  of  the  ai-my 
and  navy,  and  the  constant  scene  of  a  generous  hospitality 
that  was  not  surpassed  in  l^ew  England.  Mi'.  Clapp'a 
views  of  the  relations  which  should  exist  between  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  governed,  were  of  a  purely  democratic 
character,  and  such  as  aie  now  maintained  by  our  most 
worthy  and  far-seeing  statesmen  Upon  this  point  we  dwell 
with  considerable  inteiest,  as  nothing  better  portrays  the 
liberal  cast  of  his  mind,  than  the  enlarged  opinions  which 
he  was  wont  to  expiesa  upon  fundamental  principles  of  gov- 
ernmental policy.  In  this  connection,  therefore,  we  can  do 
no  better  than  to  quote  the  language  of  an  eminent  jurist 
of  his  native  State,  language  uttered  shortly  after  the  close 
of  the  Eevolution,  and  which  made  a  lasting  impression  on 
his  mind. 

"  What  remains,  then,  to  make  us  the  happiest  people  on 
the  globe,  favored  as  we  are  with  the  wisest  and  the  freest 
constitutions  of  civil  government ;  encircled  as  we  are  with 
the  blessings  of  peace,  health,  and  plenty,  but  that  we  carry 
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into  private  life  those  principleB  of  reverence  for  the  Su- 
preme Goveraor  of  the  world ;  and  that  industry,  public 
spirit,  frugality,  and  benevolence,  which  will  not  fail  to  in- 
sure the  continuance  of  those  blessings  ?  Let  every  one, 
then,  in  his  station,  cultivate  those  virtues,  and  we  should 
soon  find  crimes  wotdd  become  less  in  number  and  in  mag- 
nitude, and  society  rapidly  advancing  to  its  highest  state  of 
perfection.  We  should  have  the  satisfaction  of  reflecting 
that  we  had  discharged  our  duty,  by  contributing  aU  in 
our  power  to  the  general  welfare,  which  is  beat  promoted 
by  the  practice  of  that  righteousness  which  always  did  and 
always  will  exalt  and  dignify  the  character  of  a  nation. 

"  We  have  the  happiness  to  live  in  a  country  where  our 
rights  are  fully  nnderstood  and  freely  enjoyed ;  and  Amer- 
ica furnishes  one  among  the  few  instances  where  the  bless- 
ings of  civil  liberty  and  the  rights  of  mankind  have  been 
the  primary  objects  of  their  political  institutions,  in  which 
the  rich  and  the  poor  are  ecLually  protected ;  where  the 
weak  are  defended  against  the  usurpations  of  the  violent, 
and  where  merit  and  abilities  can  be  the  only  claim  to  the 
favor  of  the  public.  Kay  we  not,  then,  pronounce  that 
man  destitute  of  the  true  principles  of  liberty,  and  unwor- 
thy the  blessings  of  society,  who  does  not  at  ail  times 
lend  his  aid  to  maintain  and  support  a  goveniment  on  the 
preservation  and  due  administration  of  which  depends  his 
own  political  as  well  as  private  happiness?  It  is  in  vain  to 
think  of  supporting  a  free  government,  unless  it  be  by  the 
virtue,  public  spirit,  and  affection  of  its  members.  Gov- 
ernments of  other  descriptions  may  he  -supported  by  the 
intrigues  of  officers  and  magistrates,  and  by  the  terror  of 
arms ;  but  that  which  owes  its  existence  to  the  will  of  the 
people,  must  denve  its  support  from  the  same  source: 
hence  it  becomes  the  duty  as  well  as  the  interest  of  every 
citizen  to  aid  the  magistrate  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
office,  without  which  the  laws,  or  in  other  words,  the  will 
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of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  cannot  be  carried  into  effect ; 
without  which  the  government  will  be  but  a  name — a  use- 
less burden  on  the  people." 

Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1815,  Mr.  Qapp 
agMn  became  largely  engaged  in  commerce,  and  in  most 
of  his  enterprises  he  was  eminently  successful,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  one  of  the  most  fortunate  and  distinguished 
merchants  in  Maine,  until  a  short  time  before  his  decease, 
when  it  became  neccssaiy  to  relinquish  his  commercial 
business.  His  navigation  was  so  far  extended  that  he  had 
vessels  employed  in  the  trade  with  Europe,  the  East  and 
"West  Indies,  and  South  America. 

There  are  but  few  persons  in  New  England  who  have 
built  more  ships,  and  employed  more  maiiners,  mechanics, 
and  laborers,  in  all  the  numerous  branches  of  maritime  in- 
dustry, than  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  or  done  more  to 
promote  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  Maine. 

In  1816  he  was  appointed,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  one  of  the  commissionera  to  obtain  subscriptions  to 
(be  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  which  - 
corporation  he  was  the  largest  subscriber  in  Maine.  Mr. 
Olapp  did  not  retain  his  interest  in  this  institution  but  a 
short  period ;  the  stock  having  largely  advanced,  he  very 
soon  improved  the  opportunity  to  dispose  of  his  sbai-es, 
bearing  in  mind  what  multitudes  have  recollected  when  too 
late,  that  every  flood-tide  mmt  have  its  opposite. 

During  many  years  he  participated  in  the  active  direc- 
tion of  vai'ious  banking  institutions,  and  added  much  to  his 
reputation  as  a  careful  and  skillful  financier. 

Having  been  a  strenuous  advocate  for  the  independence 
of  Maine,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  con- 
vention which  was  holden  in  October,  1819,  for  forming  the 
Constitution ;  and  was  conspicuous  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  participated  in  the  laborious  and  highly  responsi- 
ble duties  which  were  devolved  on  that  important  primary 
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assembly  of  the  people.  He  waa  for  several  years  a  reprs- 
sentative,  from  Portlaad,  in  tlie  legislature,  and  tliere  was 
not  a  member  who  was  listened  to  with  more  profonnd  at- 
tention, or  whose  opinions  upon  all  the  various  subjects  that 
were  presented  for  consideration,  were  more  universally  re- 


Kr.  Clapp  had  three  daughters  and  two  sons.  The  eldest 
daughter  married  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  of  Porfsmoutb, 
N.  H. ;  the  second  daughter  married  Samuel  K.  Brooks, 
Esq.,  of  Kew  Torh ;  the  third  daughter  married  the  Hon. 
Andrew  L.  Emerson,  of  Portland.  The  elder  son,  Charles 
Q.,  married  the  daughter  of  Gen.  Joshua  Wingate,  of  Port- 
land, and  tiie  second  son,  Asa  W.  H.,  married  the  daughter 
of  Gen.  Henry  A.  S.  Dearborn,  of  Eoxbury,  Mass. 

The  practical  knowledge  of  Mr.  Clapp  was  frequently  of 
material  service  to  those  employed  in  legislating  upon  the 
subject  of  the  tariff;  members  of  Congress,  and  others  in 
higher  stations,  seeking  his  opinion,  and  often  shaping  their 
course  in  accordance  with  his  counsels. 

The  last  few  years  of  his  life  waa  a  period  of  constant 
devotion  to  all  the  ramifications  of  a  business  that  furnished 
employ  to  bundi-eds  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  proved  to  him 
the  overflowing  harvest  that  follows  an  industrious  eeed- 
time— that  deUghtfiil  autumn  of  existence  to  which  aU  men 
aspire,  when  a  life  of  noble  labor  is  ronnded  by  a  con- 
sciousness that  the  work  has  been  -well  done. 

In  the  year  1842,  the  credit  of  Ohio  and  other  States  de- 
preciated very  materially,  a  general  panic  pervaded  mone- 
tary circles,  and  confidence  in  the  ability  of  those  States  to 
pay  the  interest  on  their  indebtedness,  was  much  shaken. 
Mr.  Clapp,  however,  took  a  favorable  view  of  their  condi- 
tion ■  he  saw  in  the  undeveloped  resource  of  their  rivers, 
and  valleys,  and  forests,  and  mines,  in  the  wisdom  and 
elastic  energies  of  their  people,  almost  illimitable  means  of 
,  and  although  contrary  to  the  advice  of  distin- 


.y  Google 


ASA    CLAPP.  549 

guisbed  financiers,  he  invested  largely  in  the  stocks  of  tliose 
States  when  at  their  greatest  depression.  The  result  which 
he  had  anticipated  was  not  long  delayed.  These  young 
States  that  had  never  felt  the  scoiu-ge  of  an  evil  govern- 
ment, had  never  known  adversity  in  any  form,  with  suf- 
ficient resources  sleeping  unemployed  in  their  mountains 
and  plains  to  rejuvenate  a  score  of  the  decrepit  nations  of 
Europe,  were  the  last  portions  of  the  earth  which  would 
repudiate  honest  liabilities.  In  a  very  brief  period,  men 
began  to  weigh  their  abilities,  to  maintain  their  credit,  and 
no  sooner  was  this  examination  made  with  candor,  than 
confidence  was  restored. 

After  the  many  vicissitudes  through  which  Ma'.  Clapp 
had  passed— now  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  now  as  a 
fearless  defender  of  the  flag  of  his  countiy  on  the  seas,  now 
as  the  pioneer  and  director  of  the  commerce  of  a  great 
State,  and  rendering  "  aid  and  comfort"  to  the  government 
in  the  shape  of  loans  at  a  time  of  its  utmost  need — it  is 
pleasant  to  know  that  the  services  he  had  rendered  the 
country,  and  the  position  he  had  achieved  in  the  mercan- 
tile world,  were  recognized,  in  the  only  manner  then  admis- 
sible, by  the  chief-magistrate  of  the  nation. 

When  President  Polk,  in  the  course  of  his  torn'  through 
New  England. in  the  year  184T,  visited  Portland,  on  learn- 
ing that  Mr.  Clapp,  then  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age, 
was  confined  to  his  house  by  illness,  he  immediately  called, 
in  company  with  the  Hon.  James  Buchanan,  then  Secretary 
of  State,  and  Commodore  Stewart,  to  pay  his  respects  to 
the  venerable  gentleman  who  had  manifested  so  much  de- 
votion to  the  welfare  of  his  country.  As  they  entered,  Mr. 
Clapp  rose  to  his  feet,  although  with  much  difficulty,  anch 
was  his  enfeebled  condition,  and  briefly  addressed  the  Pres- 
ident, welcoming  him  to  his  residence,  and  congratulating 
him  warmly  upon  the  historic  laurels  which  his  administra- 
tion had  won  in  its  conduct  of  the  war  then  successfully 
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progressing  with  Mexico.  The  occasion  was  one  of  much 
interest  to  all  the  parties  wlio  participated  in  and  witneesed 
the  meeting. 

Mr.  Glapp  posaessed  a  capacious,  energetic,  and  firm 
mind,  with  a  strong  memory,  capable  of  great  application, 
which  was  cultivated  by  study,  and  a  constant  intercourse 
with  tlie  moat  intelligent  and  illustrious  gentlemen  of  all 
parts  of  the  countiy.  He  was  ever  the  kind  patron  of 
enterprising  yotmg  men,  and  when  satisfied  with  tiieir 
integrity,  he  never  hesitated  to  grant  them  liberal  credits, 
without  regard  to  their  immediate  means  of  payment,  on 
the  sale  of  tlie  great  variety  of  merchandise  which  he  was 
constantly  importing  from  all  parts  of  the  globe ;  and  when- 
ever there  was  experienced  any  of  those  disastrous  revulsions 
in  the  commercial  commmiity  which  involve  individual  em- 
ban'assment,  he  was  among  the  very  first  of  the  creditors  to 
oSer  liberal  terms  of  adjustment  to  those  who  were  unable 
to  meet  the  accumulated  demands  made  upon  them.  His 
beneficence  was  expansive,  and  having  acquired  a  very 
large  tbrtunej  his  means  were  ample  for  its  gratification ; 
and  to  perpetuate  his  deep  interest  for  the  amelioration  of 
the,  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  he  has  left  a  fund  of  eight 
thousand  dollars  for  the  education  and  relief  of  female  or- 
phan children,  and  four  thousand  dollara  for  furnishing  fuel 
to  unfortunate  widows  and  other  poor  women. 

Such  remarkable  exemplifications  of  the  salutary  influ- 
ence and  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  activity  of 
character,  indomitable  perseverance,  rectitude  of  principle, 
and  honorable  deportment,  are  as  instructive  to  the  rising 
m  they  were  encouraging  to  the  vaiious  generations  which 
have  succeeded  since  he  assumed  a  position  worthy  of  all 
imitation. 

So  perfectly  did  he  retain  the  energies  of  his  mind,  and 
that  moral  firmness  for  which  he  had  been  pre-eminently 
distinguished,  that  daily,  and  up  to  within  less  than  an  hour 
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of  his  decease,  lie  attended  to  the  management  of  his  vast 
property,  with  the  same  calmness  and  exactitude  as  when 
in  the  full  vigor  of  health,  although  entirely  conaciotis  that 
bis  end  was  near.  And  with  such  a  system  had  he  ar- 
ranged his  affairs,  that  at  his  decease  there  was  only  one 
small  demand  outstanding  against  him,  which  was  for  the 
daily  paper  to  which  he  was  a  yearly  sahscribeT,  the  year 
not  having  expired. 

As  a  Christian,  he  relied  upon  the  promise  of  the  M.^- " 
Biah,  for  that  life  of  heavenly  immortahty  which  he  believed 
a  merciful  God  was  ever  ready  to  confer  upon  those  who 
acknowledged  his  divine  power,  and  sought  salvation  with 
a  contrite  heart. 

It  is  as  true  as  it  is  creditable  to  our  glorious  free  institu- 
tions of  government,  that  it  matters  not  in  what  condition 
of  society  a  man  is  bom,  for  all  the  avenues  to  advancement 
in  wealth,  letters,  science,  arts,  and  in  civil,  militaiy,  and 
naval  distinction,  are  equally  open  to  tlie  children  of  the 
humblest,  as  well  as  those  of  the  most  affluent  citizens  of 
the  lep  ibl  e  and  most  often  is  it  from  the  sons  of  the  for- 
mei  that  are  to  be  found  the  most  celebrated  merchants, 
phjsici  s  d  vines,  jm-oi-s,  legislators,  statesmen,  philoso- 
phert  [,ene  lis  and  naval  commanders,  which  have  ap- 
peart  1  m  the  United  States. 

It  wealth  IS  the  object  most  desired  to  be  attained,  they 
have  the  successful  examples  of  a  Girard  and  an  Astor ;  if 
eloquence  at  the  bar  or  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  they  have 
only  to  emulate  a  Patrick  Henry,  a  Hamilton,  a  Wirt,  a 
"Webster,  and  a  Clay ;  if  military  renown,  let  them  read  the 
lives  of  Washington,  Jackson,  Scott,  and  Taylor ;  and  if 
they  are  ambitious  to  bear  the  thunders  of  their  country  in 
triumph  round  the  globe,  they  must  follow  in  the  refulgent 
wake  of  Preble,  Hull,  Decatur,  Stewart,  Perry,  and  ]Mac- 
donongh,  whose  splendid  victories  emblazon  the  history  of 
the  Union  for  their  insti'uction. 
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The  youthful  should  remember,  that  to  be  re'speeted  and 
honored,  they  have  only  to  avail  themselves  of  those  pre- 
cious advantages  which  have  been  so  bounteously  secured 
to  tbeni  by  their  bold,  enlightened,  determined,  and  patri- 
otic ancestore,  in  the  establishment  of  this  vast  and  flourish- 
ing republic,  where  freedom  of  thought,  speech,  and  action 
give  independence  and  confidence  to  genius,  and  tlie  vigor 
of  hope  to  cheer  on  the  labors  of  enterprising  expei-imeiit. 

Thus  it  is,  that  the  eventful  life  of  such  self  taught  and 
self-directed  men  as  was  illustrated  in  the  late  venerated 
patriarch  of  Portland,  is  a  perpetual  stimulant  to  that  com- 
mendable ambition,  which  seeks  to  be  worthy  of  the  respect 
of  the  good  and  the  great  through  all  succeeding  ages, 
like  him,  they  must  fearlessly  advance,  for  success  never 
fails  to  crown  the  honest  efforts  of  untiring  industry. 

On  the  20th  of  Apiil,  1848,  the  religious  ceremonies  at 
the  funeral  of  Mr.  Asa  Clapp  were  performed  at  his  man- 
sion-house in  Oongr^s- street. 

There  was  an  immense  assemblage  of  relatives,  friends, 
and  fellow-citizens.  A  most  appropriate  and  impressive 
prayer  was  made  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Nichols,  in  which  he 
eloquently  alluded  to  the  fact,  that  the  venerable  man, 
whose  death  was  so  universally  lamented,  was  the  oldest 
patriarch  of  the  first  church  which  was  established  in  Port- 
land ;  and  not  only  lived  to  witness  the  rise  of  that  city  from 
an  humble  village  to  the  affluent  commercial  emporium  of 
Maine,  but  by  his  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  had  done  as 
much  as  any  other  person  to  promote  its  prosperity. 

The  exalted  estimation  in  which  this  excellent  aged  citizen 
was  held  by  the  whole  community,  was  strikingly  evinced 
by  the  mournful  suspension  of  the  Hags  of  all  the  vessels  in 
the  harbor,  and  on  the  signal  staffe  of  the  Observatory,  at 
half-mast,  and  the  vast  concourse  of  people  who  thronged 
the  sti-eets  through  which  the  large  procession  moved  to  the 
cemetery,  where  his  remains  were  entombed.     There  could 
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be  Been  his  aged  contemporaries,  representatiTes  of  the  ad- 
ventarous  storm-beaten  officers  and  seamen  of  the  fleets  of 
navigation,  of  all  the  various  branches  of  mechanical  in- 
dnstrj,  and  of  every  other  class  of  society. 

Never  has  the  death  of  any  other  person  excited  more 
deep  and  universal  lamentation.  It  was  lilie  the  solemn  and 
emphatic  expression  of  grief  in  an  immei^e  honaehold,  for 
the  loss  of  its  renerated  progenitor. 
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The  rapid  development  of  the  natm'al  resources  of  tlie 
United  States,  within  the  last  half  century  ;  the  material, 
intellectual,  and,  in  some  points  of  view,  the  moral  progress 
witnessed  thi-oughout  our  land,  have  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  philosophers  of  Europe,  and  given  rise  to  many  in- 
geniouSj  and  some  profound  disc[uisitions.  The  nature  of 
our  institutions  has  been  differently  viewed,  according  to 
ihe  partiality  of  the  observers.  With,  some,  what  was  ad- 
mitted to  he  good,  has  been  attributed  to  a  happy  chance  ; 
while  a  great  preponderance  of  evil,  inseparable  from  re- 
pnbliean  institutions,  has  been  supposed  to  be  lui-ldng  in 
the  background,  ready,  at  sopje  not  very  distant  day,  to 
neutralize  or  overpower  all  these  apparent  advantages. 
With  others,  the  inhetent  energy  of  free  institutions  has 
been  the  assumed  explanation  of  all  that  was  admirable  in 
our  progi'ess,  and  a  future  of  still  increasing  prosperity 
fondly  predicted. 

To  those  of  us  who  are  accustomed  to  regard  man  lees  as 
a  mere  machine,  the  plaything.of  external  circumstances; 
who  view  him  as  a  being  of  strong  powers  and  high  re- 
sponsibilities, the  solution  will  be  different.  We  shall 
recur  to.the  history  of  New  England,  and  trace,  in  the  stem 
energy  of  the  virtues  of  its  founders,  the  cause,  at  once,  of 
our  institutions  and  of  our  success. 

Not  all  the  constitutions  of  the  Abb6  Sieyes  could  in- 
spire the  French  people  with  a  love  of  genuine  liberty. 
The  degraded  descendants  of  the  heroic  Spaniards  will 
crouch  under  military  despotism,  or  bow  to  a  foreign  in- 
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vader,  in  spite  of  the  best-worded  "  proniineiaraentos".  of 
a  Santa  Anna,  or  a  Bolivar. 

These  views,  confirmed  by  all  history,  are  Ml  of  hope 
and  of  warning — of  hope,  in  the  future  destiny  of  our  race, 
depending,  as  it  thus  does,  on  oui'  own  moral  and  intellec- 
tual exertions,  and  not  on  the  varying  phases  of  external 
condition ;  of  wai'ning,  that  we  do  not,  in  blind  reliance 
upon  the  advantages  of  our  position,  relax  our  vigilance  and 
our  efforts. 

In  this  point  of  view,  we  may  contemplate  with  advan- 
tage the  personal  history  of  those  men,  who,  by  their  talents, 
their  high  standard  of  honor,  their  unwearied  industry,  have 
contributed  to  the  material  prosperity  of  our  country  in 
their  own  time,  and  have  pointed  out  to  those  who  came 
after  them-  that  the  true  path  to  saccesa  lies  in  an  undevi- 
ating  adherence  to  the  purest  and  noblest  principles  of 
action. 

These  reflections  are  im.raediately  suggested  by  the  re- 
cent loss  of  one  among  ns,  who,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
united  all  these  qualities.  To  a  Boatonian,  it  will  hardly  be 
necessary  to  say  that  I  refer  to  Patrick  T.  Jackson  ;  so  asso- 
ciated is  his  very  name  with  public  enterprise,  purity  of 
purpose,  vigor  of  resolution,  and  kindliness  of  feeling.  To 
those  who  have  not  enjoyed  with  us  the  privilege  of  his 
society  and  his  example,  a  short  account  of  his  personal 
history  may  not  be  unacceptable. 

Patrick  Tracy  Jackson  was  bom  at  Newburypoi-t,  on  the 
14th  of  August,  1780.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  the 
Hon.  Jonathan  Jackson,  a  member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress in  1783,  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Massachusetts 
under  "Washington,  first  Inspector,  and  afterward  Snper- 
visor  of  the  Internal  Kevenue,  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  five  years,  and,  at  the  period  of  his  death, 
Treasui'er  of  Harvard  College  ;  a  man  distinguished  among 
the  old-fashioned  gentlemen  of  that  day  for  tiie  dignity  and 
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grace  of  his  deportment,  but  much  more  bo  for  his  intelli- 
geace,  and  the  fearless,  almost  Eoman  inflexibility  of  his 
principles. 

His  maternal  grandfather,  from  whom  lie  derived  his 
name,  was  Patrieli  Tracy,  an  opulent  merchant  of  New- 
buryport— an  Irishman  by  birth,  who,  coming  to  this 
country  at  an  early  age,  poor  and  friendless,  had  raised 
himself,  by  his  own  exertions,  to  a  position  which  his 
character,  universally  esteemed  by  his  feUow-citizens,  en- 
abled him  adequately  to  sustain. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  his  early  education 
at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  afterward  at 
Dunmore  Academy.  When  about  fifteen  yeara  old,  he 
was  apprenticed  to  the  late  "WiUiam  Bartlett,  then  the  most 
enterprising  and  richest  merchant  of  Newburyport,  and 
since  wel!  tnown  for  his  munificent  endowment  of  the 
institution  at  Andover.  In  this  new  position,  which,  with 
the  aristocratic  notions  of  that  day,  might  have  been  re^ 
garded  by  some  youth  as  derogatory,  young  Patrick  took 
especial  pains  to  prove  to  his  master  that  he  had  not  been 
educated  to  view  any  thing  as  diegi-aceful  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  do.  He  took  pride  in  throwing  himself  into  the 
midst  of  the  labor  and  responsibility  of  the  business.  In  so 
doing  he  gratified  a  love  of  activity  and  usefulness,  which 
belonged  to  his  character,  at  the  same  time  that  he  satisfied 
his  sense  of  duty.  And  yet,  while  thus  ready  to  wort, 
he  did  not  lose  his  keen  relish  for  the  enjoyments  of 
youth ;  and  would  often,  after  a  day  of  intense  bodily 
labor,  be  foremost  in  the  amusements  of  the  social  circle  in 
the  evening. 

He  soon  secured  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  Mr.  Bart- 
lett, who  intrusted  to  him,  when  under  twenty  yeare  of  age, 
a  cargo  of  merchandise  for  St.  Thomas,  with  authority  to 
take  the  command  of  the  vessel  from  the  captain,  if  he 
should  see  occasion. 
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After  Ms  return  from  this  voyage,  which  he  successfully 
conducted,  an  opportunity  ofl'ered  for  a  more  extended  en- 
terprise. His  brother,  Captain  ITenry  Jaclison,  who  was 
ahout  six  years  older  than  himself,  and  to  whom  he  was 
warmly  attached,  was  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Madras 
and  Calcutta,  and  offered  to  take  Patrick  with  him  as  cap- 
tain's clerk.  The  offer  was  a  tempting  one.  It  would  open 
to  him  a  branch  of  commerce  in  which  his  master,  Bartlett, 
had  ni>tbt;en  engaged,  but  which  was,  at  that  time,  one  of 
great  piofit  to  the  enterpnsmg  merchants  of  this  country. 
The  English  government  then  found  it  for  their  interest  to 
give  US  gieat  advantages  m  the  Bengal  trade ;  while  our 
neutral  position,  dmmg  the  long  wars  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, enabled  us  to  monopolize  the  business  of  supplying  the 
continent  of  Europe  with  the  cotton  and  other  products  of 
British  India.  An  obstacle,  however,  interposed — our 
young  apprentice  was  not  of  age ;  and  the  indentui'es  gave 
to  hia  master  the  use  of  his  services  till  that  period  shoidd 
be  completed.  "With  great  hberality,  Mr.  Bai-tiett,  on  being 
informed  of  the  circumstances,  relinquished  his  claim. 

It  was  veiy  nearly  the  first  day  of  the  present  century, 
when  Mr.  Jackson  commenced  his  career  as  a  free  man. 
Already  familiar  with  many  things  pertaining  to  a  sea  life, 
he  occupied  his  time  on  board  ship  in  acquiring  a  knowl- 
edge of  navigation,  and  of  seamanship.  His  brother,  who 
delighted  in  liis  profession,  and  was  a  man  of  warm  and 
generous  affections,  was  well  qualified  and  ready  to  instruct 
him.  These  studies,  with  his  previous  mercantile  experi- 
ence, justified  him,  on  his  return  from  India,  in  offering  to 
take  charge  of  a  ship  and  cargo  in  the  same  trade.  This 
he  did,  with  complete  success,  for  three  successive  voyages, 
and  established  his  reputation  for  enterprise  and  correctne^ 


On  the  last  of  these  occasions,  he  happened  to  be  at  the 
!5ape  of  Good  Hope  when  that  place  was  taken  from  the 
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Duteli  hj  the  English,  under  Sir  David  Baird,  in  Jannaiy, 
1806.  Tills  circamstance  caused  a  derangement  in  his 
mercantile  operations,  involving  a  detention  of  ahout  a  year 
at  the  Capo,  and  leading  him  subsequently  to  emhark  in 
some  new  adventures ;  and  he  did  not  reach  home  until 
1808,  aftei*  an  absence  of  four  years. 

Having  now  established  his  reputation,  and  acquired 
some  capital,  he  relinquished  the  sea,  and  entered  into 
commercial  purauits  at  Boston.  His  long  acquaintance 
with  the  India  trade  eminently  fitted  him  for  that  branch 
of  business  ;  and  he  had  the  support  and  invaluable  conn- 
sels  of  his  brother-in-law,  the  late  Francis  C.  I^well.  He 
entered  largely  info  this  business,  both  as  an  impoi'ter  and 
speculator.  The  same  remarltable  union  of  boldness  and 
Bound  judgment,  which  characterized  him  in  later  days, 
contributed  to  his  success,  and  his  credit  soon  became  un- 
bounded. In  1811,  at  a  moment  when  his  engagements 
were  very  large,  and  when  the  state  of  the  country  was 
such,  in  its  foreign  relations,  as  to  call  for  the  greatest  cir- 
cumspection, a  sudden  check  was  given  to  his  credit  by  the 
failure  of  a  house  in  the  same  branch  of  business,  with 
whom  he  was  known  to  be  extensively  connected.  His 
creditors  became  alarmed,  and  there  were  not  wanting 
those  who  said  that  he  ought  instaniiy  to  fail.  Mr.  Jackson 
acted,  under  this  emergency,  with  his  usual  promptness  and 
resolution.  He  called  upon  some  of  his  principal  creditoi-s, 
made  a  most  lucid  exposition  of  the  state  of 
showed  that,  if  allowed  to  manage  them  : 
bis  means  were  abundantly  sufficient ;  whi 
the  amount  of  his  liabilities,  that,  under  the  charge  of 
assignees,  not  only  might  all  his  hard  earnings  be  swept 
away,  but  the  creditors  themselves  be  the  sufferers.  So  ad- 
mirably had  his  accounts  been  kept,  and  so  completely  did 
he  show  himself  to  be  master  of  his  business,  that  the  ap- 
peal was  irresistible.    He  was  allowed  to  go  on  unmolested, 


and 
own  way, 
3  great  was 
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and  the  event  justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  One 
of  hia  largest  creditors,  the  late  William  Pratt,  Esq.,  was 
so  pleased  with  hia  deportment  on  this  occasion,  that  he  not 
only  eheerfclly  acquiesced  in  the  decision,  but  offered  him 
any  pecuniary  aid  he  might  require.  This  was  no  trifling 
proof  of  confidence,  when  the  amount  of  his  liabilities,  com- 
pared to  his  capital,  at  this  darii  and  troublesome  period, 
ig  taken  into  view.  In  the  end,  he  gained  reputation  and 
public  confidence  by  the  circumstances  that  had  threatened 
to  destroy  ihem.  Within  a  year,  all  the  embarrassments 
that  had  menaced  bim  had  passed  away,  and  he  continned 
largely  engaged  in  the  India  and  Havana  trades,  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1812.  At  this  period,  circum- 
stances led  him  into  a  new  branch  of  busings,  which  influ- 
enced his  whole  future  life. 

Mr.  Lowell  had  just  returned  to  this  country,  after  a  long 
visit  to  England  and  Scotland.  While  abroad,  he  had  con- 
ceived the  idea  that  the  cotton  manufacture,  then  almost 
monopolized  by  Great  Britain,  might  be  advantageously 
prosecuted  here.  The  use  of  machinery  was  daily  super- 
seding the  former  manual  operations ;  and  it  was  known 
that  power-looms  bad  recently  been  introduced,  though  the 
mode  of  constructing  them  was  kept  secret.  The  cheapness 
of  labor,  and  abundance  of  capital,  were  advantages  in 
favor  of  the  English  manufacturer — they  had  skill  and  rep- 
utation. On  the  other  hand,  they  were  burdened  with  the 
taxes  of  a  prolonged  war.  We  could  obtain  tlie  raw  mate- 
rial cheaper,  and  had  a  great  superiority  in  the  abundant 
water-power,  then  unemployed,  in  every  part  of  New  Eng- 
land. It  was  also  the  belief  of  Mr.  Lowell,  that  the  char- 
acter of  our  population,  educated,  moral,  and  enterprising 
as  it  then  was,  could  not  fail  to  secure  success,  when  brought 
into  competition  with  their  European  rivals ;  and  it  is  no 
small  evidence  of  the  far-reaching  views  of  this  extraordi- 
nary man,  and  bis  early  colleagues,  that  their  veiy  first 
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5  were  such  as  should  secure  that  attention  to  edu- 
cation and  morals  among  the  manufacturing  population, 
which  they  believed  to  be  the  comer-stone  of  any  perma- 
nent success. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  Hr.  Lowell  determined  to 
bring  them  to  the  test  of  experiment.  So  confident  was  he 
in  his  calculations,  that  he  thought  he  could  in  no  way  so 
effectually  assist  the  fortunes  of  his  relative,  Mr.  Jackson, 
as  by  offering  him  a  share  in  the  enterprise.  Great  were 
the  difficulties  that  beset  the  new  undertaking.  The  state 
of  war  prevented  any  communication  with  England,  Not 
even  books  and  designs,  much  less  models,  could  be  pro- 
cured. The  structure  of  the  machinery,  the  materials  to  be 
used  in  the  constraction,  the  very  tools  of  the  machine-shop, 
the  arrangement  of  the  mill,  and  the  size  of  its  various 
apartments — ^all  these  were  to  be,  as  it  were,  re-invented. 
But  Mr.  Jackson's  was  not  a  spirit  to  be  appalled  by  ob- 
stacles. He  entered  at  once  into  the  project,  and  devoted 
to  it,  from  that  moment,  all  the  time  that  could  be  spared 
from  his  mercantile  pursuits. 

'j  The  first  object  to  be  accomplished,  was  to  procure  a 
power-loom.  To  obtain  one  from  England  was,  of  course, 
impracticable  ;  and,  although  there  were  many  patents  for 
such  machines  io  our  Patent  Office,  not  one  had  yet  exhib- 
ited eufiicient  merit  to  be  adopted  into  use.  Under  these 
circumstances,  but  one  resource  remained — to  invent  one 
themselves  ;  and  this  these  earnest  men  at  once  set  about. 
Unacquainted  as  they  were  with  machinery,  in  practice, 
they  dared,  nevertheless,  to  attempt  the  solution  of  a  prob- 
lem that  had  baffled  the  most  ingenious  mechanicians.  In 
England,  the  power-loom  had  been  invented  by  a  clergy- 
man, and  why  not  here  by  a  merchant  ?  After  numerous 
experiments  and  failures,  they  at  last  succeeded,,  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1812,  in  producing  a  model  which  they  thought  so 
well  of  i^  to  be  willing  to  make  preparations  for  putting  up 
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a  mill,  for  the  weaving  of  cotton  cloth.  It  was  now  neces- 
sary to  procnre  the  assistance  of  a  practical  mechanic,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  machinery ;  and  the  Mends 
had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  the  services  of  Mr.  Panl 
Moody,  afterward  so  well  known  as  the  head  of  the  machine- 
ehop  at  Lowell. 

"fhey  found,  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  many  de- 
fects in  their  model  loom ;  but  these  were  gradually  reme- 
died. The  project  hitherto  had  been  exclimively  for  a 
weaving-mill,  to  do  by  power  what  had  before  been  done 
by  hand-looms.  But  it  was  ascertained,  on  inquiry,  that  it 
would  be  more  economical  to  spin  the  twist,  rather  liian  to 
buy  it ;  and  they  put  up  a  mill  for  about  one  thousand 
seven  htuidred  spindles,  which  was  completed  late  in  1813. 
It  will  probably  stiibe  tlie  reader  with  some  astonishment 
to  be  told  that  this  mill,  still  in  operation  at  Waltham,  was 
pi-obably  the  first  one  in  the  world  that  combined  all  the 
operations  necessary  for  convei'ting  the  raw  cotton  into  fin- 
ished cloth.  Such,  however,  is  the  fact,  as  far  as  we  are 
informed  on  the  subject.  The  mills  in  this  country — Sla- 
ter's, for  example,  in  Rhode  Inland— were  spinning-mills 
only ;  and  in  England,  though  the  power-loom  had  been 
introduced,  it  was  used  in  separate  establishments,  by  per- 
sons who  bought,  as  the  hand-weavers  had  always  done, 
their  twist  of  the  spinners. 

Great  difficulty  was  at  first  experienced  at  "Waltham,  for 
the  want  of  a  proper  preparation  (sizing)  of  the  warps.  They 
procured  from  England  a  drawing  of  Horrock's  dressing- 
machine,  which,  with  some  essential  improvements,  they 
adopted,producingthe  dresser  now  in  use  at  Ix)well  and  else- 
where. No  method  was,  however,  indicated  in  this  drawing 
for  winding  the  threads  from  the  bobbins  on  to  the  beam ;  and 
to  supply  this  deficiency,  Mr.  Moody  invented  the  very  in- 
genious machine  called  the  warper.  Having  obtained  these, 
there  was  no  further  difficulty  in  weaving  by  power-looms. 
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There  was  still  greater  deficiency  in  the  preparation  for 
spinning.  They  had  obtained  from  England  a  description  of 
■what  was  then  called  a  bobbin  and  fly,  or  jack-frame,  for  spin- 
ning roving ;  from  this  Mr.  Moody  and  Mr.  Lowell  produced 
our  present  double-speeder.  The  motions  of  this  machine 
were  very  complicated,  and  required  nice  mathematical 
calculations.  "Withont  them,  Jlr.  Moody's  ingenuily,  great 
as  it  was,  would  have  been  at  fault.  These  were  supplied 
by  Mr.  Lowell.  Many  yeai-s  afterward,  and  after  the  death 
of  Ml'.  Lowell,  when  the  patent  for  the  speeder  had  been 
infi-inged,  the  late  Dr.  Bowditch  was  requested  to  examine 
them,  that  he  might  appear  as  a  witness  at  the  trial.  He 
expressed  to  Mr.  Jackson  his  admiration  of  the  mathemati- 
cal power  they  evinced ;  adding,  that  there  were  some 
corrections  introduced  that  he  had  not  supposed  any  man 
in  America  familiar  with  but  himself. 

There  was  also  great  waste  and  expense  in  winding  the 
thread  for  filling  or  weft  from  the  bobbin  on  to  the  quills, 
for  the  shuttle.  To  obviate  this,  Mr,  Moody  invented  the 
machine  known  here  as  the  filling-throstle. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  this  rapid  sketch,  how  much  there 
was  at  this  early  peiiod  to  be  done,  and  how  well  it 
was  accomplished.  The  machines  introduced  then,  are 
those  still  in  use  in  Wew  England — brought,  of  course,  to 
greater  perfection  in  detail,  and  attaining  a  much  higher 
rate  of  speed,  but  still  substantially  the  same. 

Associating  with  themselves  some  of  the  most  intolhgent 
merchants  of  Boston,  they  procured,  in  February,  1813,  a 
charter,  under  the  name  of  the  Boston  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Success  crowned  their  efforts,  and  the  business  was  grad- 
ually extended  to  the  limit  of  the  capacity  of  their  water- 
power, 

Mr,  Lowell  died  in  181 T,  at  the  age  of  forty-two 
that  he  had  succeeded  in  his  object,  and  that  the 
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of  the  cotton  manufacture  would  form  a  iiermanent  basis  of 
the  prosperity  of  New  England.  He  had  been  mainly  in- 
strumental in  procuring  from  Congress,  in  1816,  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  minimum  duty  on  cotton  cloth ;  an  idea 
which  originated  with  him,  and  one  of  great  value,  not  only 
as  affording  a  ceiiain  and  easily  collected  revenue,  but  as 
preventing  the  exaction  of  a  higher  and  higher  duty,  just 
as  the  advance  in  the  cost  abroad  readera  it  more  difficult 
for  the  consumer  to  procure  his  necessary  supplies,   t 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Mr.  Lowell  should  have  felt  great 
satisfaction  at  the  result  of  his  labors.  In  the  establishment 
of  the  cotton  manufacture,  in  its  present  form,  he  and  his 
early  colleagues  have  done  a  service  not  only  to  Kew  Eng- 
land, but  to  the  whole  country,  which  perhaps  wiU  never 
be  fully  appreciated.  Not  by  the  successful  establishment 
of  this  branch  of  induBtry— that  would  sooner  or  later  have 
been  accomplished ;  not  by  any  of  the  present  material  re- 
sults that  have  flowed  from  it,  gi'cat  as  they  unq^uestionably 
are,  but  by  the  inti-oduction  of  a  system  which  has  rendered 
our  manufacturing  population  the  wonder  of  the  world. 
Elsewhere,  vice  and  poverty  have  followed  in  the  ti-ain  of 
manufactures ;  an  indissoluble  bond  of  union  seemed  to 
exist  between  them.  Philanthropists  have  prophesied  the 
like  result  here,  and  demagogues  have  re-echoed  the  pre- 
diction. Those  wise  and  patriotic  men,  the  founders  of 
Waltham,  foresaw,  and  guarded  against  the  evil. 

By  the  erection  of  boarding-houses  at  the  expense  and 
under  the  control  of  the  factory ;  putting  at  the  head  of 
them  matrons  of  tried  character,  and  allowing  no  boardera 
to  be  received  except  the  female  operatives  of  the  mill ;  by 
stringent  regulations  for  the  government  of  these  houses ; 
by  all  these  precautions  they  gained  the  confidence  of  the 
rural  population,  who  were  now  no  longer  afraid  to  trust 
their  daughters  in  a  manufacturing  town.  A  supply  was 
thus  obtained  of  respectable  girls ;  and  these,  from  pride  of 
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cKaracter,  as  well  as  principle,  have  taken  especial  care  to 
exclude  all  others.  It  was  soon  found  that  an  apprentice- 
.  ship  in  a  factory  entailed  no  degradation  of  character,  and 
was  no  impediment  to  a  reputable  connection  in  marriage. 
A  &ctory-girl  was  no  longer  condemned  to  pursue  that 
vocation  for  life  ;  she  would  retire,  in  her  turn,  to  assume 
the  1  igher  and  more  appropriate  responsibilities  of  her  sex ; 
and  it  soon  came  to  be  considered  that  a  few  years  in  a 
mill  was  an  honorable  mode  of  securing  a  dower.  The 
business  could  thus  be  conducted  without  any  pei-manent 
manufactui-ing  population.  The  operatives  no  longer  form 
a  separate  caste,  pursuing  a  sedentary  employment,  from 
parent  to  child,  in  the  heated  rooms  of  a  factory  ;  but  are 
recruited,  in  a  circulating  current,  from  the  healthy  and 
virtuous  population  of  the  country. 

By  these  means,  and  a  earefol  selection  of  men  of  princi- 
ple and  purity  of  life,  as  agents  an^  overseers,  a  great  moral 
good  has  been  obtained.  Another  result  has  followed, 
which,  if  for^een,  as  no  doubt  it  was,  does  great  credit  to 
the  sagacity  of  these  remarkable  men.  The  class  of  opera- 
tives employed  in  our  mills  have  proved  to  be  as  superior 
in  intelligence  and  efficiency  to  the  degraded  population 
elsewhere  employed  in  manufactures,  as  they  are  in  morals.' 
They  are  selected  firom  amore  educated  class— from  among 
persons  in  more  easy  circumstances,  where  the  mental  and 
physical  powers  have  met  with  fuller  development.  This 
connection  between  morals  and  intellectual  efficiency,  has 
never  been  sufficiently  studied.  The  result  is  certain,  and 
may  be  destined,  in  its  consequence,  to  decide  the  question 
of  our  rivalry  with  England,  in  the  manufactm'e  of  cotton. 

Although  the  fii'st  suggestions,  and  many  of  the  early 
plans  of  the  new  business,  had  been  ftimished,  as  we  have 
seen  by  Mr.  Lowell,  Mr.  Jackson  devoted  the  most  time 
and  labor  in  conducting  it.  ^  He  spent  much  of  his  time,  in 
flie  early  years,  at  Waltham,  separated  from  his  family.     It 
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gradually  engrossed  his  ■whole  thoughts,  and,  i 

his  mercantile  bnsiness  in  1815,  he  gave  himaelf  up  to  that 

of  the  company. 

At  the  erection  of  each  successive  mill,  many  prudent 
men,  even  among  the  proprietors,  had  feared  that  the  busi 
neas  wonld  he  overdone — that  no  demand  would  be  found 
for  such  increased  c[nantities  of  the  same  fabric.  Mr.  Jack- 
son, with  the  spirit  and  sagacity  that  so  eminently  distin^ 
guished  him,  took  a  different  view  of  the  matter.  He  not 
only  maintained  that  cotton  cloth  was  so  much  cheaper  than 
any  other  material,  that  it  must  gradually  establ^h  itself 
in  universal  consumption  at  home,  but  entertained  the 
bolder  idea,  that  the  time  wonld  come  when  the  improve- 
ments in  macliinery,  and  the  increase  of  skill  and  capital, 
would  enable  us  successfully  to  compete  with  Great  Bnt- 
ain  in  the  supply  of  foreign  markets.  Whether  he  ever 
anticipated  the  rapidity  and  extent  of  the  developments 
which  he  lived  to  witness,  may  perhaps  be  doubted ;  it  is 
certain  that  his  expectations  were,  at  that  time,  thought 
visionai'y  by  many  of  the  most  sagacious  of  his  friends. 

Ever  prompt  to  act,  whenever  his  judgment  was  con- 
vinced, he  began,  as  early  as  1820,  to  look  around  for  some 
locality  where  the  business  might  be  extended,  after  the 
limited  capabiHties  of  Charles  river  should  be  exhausted. 

In  3821,  Mr.  Ezra  Worther,  who  had  formerly  been  a 
partner-  with  Mr.  Moody,  and  who  had  applied  to  Mr.  . 
Jackson  for  employment,  suggested  that  the  Pawtucket 
Canal,  at  Chelmsford,  would  afford  a  fine  location  for  lai'ge 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  that  probably  a  privi- 
lege might  be  purchased  of  its  proprietors.  To  Mr.  Jack- 
eon's  mind,  the  hint  suggested  a  much  more  stupendous 
project — nothing  less  than  to  possess  himself  of  the  whole 
power  of  the  Merrimack  river  at  that  place.  Awai-e  of 
the  necessity  of  secrecy  of  action  to  secure  this  property  at 
any  reasonable   price,  he  undertook  it  single-handed.    It 
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was  necessary  to  purchase  not  only  tlie  stock  h\  the  canal, 
but  all  the  farms  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  which  con- 
trolled the  water-power,  or  which  might  be  necessary  for 
the  future  extension  of  the  busine^.  No  long  eeriea  of 
years  had  tested  the  extent  and  profit  of  such  enterprises ; 
the  great  capitalists  of  our  land  bad  not  yet  become  con- 
verts to  the  safety  of  auch  investments.  Itelying  on  his 
own  talents  and  resolution,  without  even  consulting  his  con- 
fidential advisers,  he  set  about  this  task  at  hie  own  individ- 
ual risk ;  and  it  was  not  until  he  had  accomplished  all  that 
was  materia]  for  his  purpose,  that  he  olfered  a  share  in  the 
project  to  a  few  of  his  former  colleagues.  Such  was  the  be- 
ginning of  Lowell — a  city  which  he  lived  to  see,  as  it  were, 
completed.  If  all  honor  is  to  be  paid  to  the  enterprise  and 
sagacity  of  those  men  who,  in  our  day,  with  the  advantage 
of  great  capital  and  longer  experience,  have  bid  a  new  city 
spring  up  from  the  forest  on  the  borders  of  the  same  stream, 
accomplishing  almost  in  a  day  what  is  in  the  course  of  na- 
ture the  slow  growth  of  centuries,  what  shall  we  say  of  the 
forecast  and  energy  of  that  man  who  could  contemplate 
and  execute  the  same  gigantic  taslc  at  that  early  period, 
and  alone  ? 

The  property  thus  purchased,  and  to  which  extensive  ad- 
ditions were  subsequently  made,  was  offered  to  the  pro 
prietors  of  the  "Waltham  Company,  and  to  other  persons 
whom  it  was  thought  desirable  to  interest  in  the  scheme, 
Ihese  offers  were  eagerly  accepted,  and  a  new  company 
was  estabUshed,  under  the  name  of  the  Kerrimack  Mann-  , 
facturing  Company,  the  immediate  charge  of  which  was 
confided  to  the  late  Eirk  Boott,  Esq. 

Having  succeeded  in  establishing  the  cotton  manufacture 
on  a  permanent  basis,  and  po^essed  of  a  fortune,  the  result 
of  his  own  exertions,  quite  adequate  to  his  wants,  Mr.  Jack- 
son now  thought  of  retiring  from  the  labor  and  responsi- 
bility of  business.    He  resigned  the  agency  of  the  factory 
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at  "Waltham,  still  remaining  a  director  both  in  that  com- 
pany and  the  new  one  at  Lowell,  and  personally  consulted 
on  every  occasion  of  doubt  or  difBcxilty.  This  life  of  com- 
parative leism'e  was  not  of  long  diu-ation.  His  spirit  was 
too  active  to  allow  him  to  be  happy  in  retirement.  He 
was  made  for  a  working-man,  and  had  long  been  accus- 
tomed to  plan  and  conduct  gi-eat  enterprises ;  the  excite- 
ment was  necessary  for  his  well-being.  His  spirits  flagged, 
his  health  failed ;  till,  satisfied  at  last  that  he  had  mistaken 
his  vocation,  he  plunged  once  more  into  the  cares  and  per- 


Mr.  Moody  had  recently  introduced  some  important  im- 
provements in  machinery,  and  was  satisfied  that  great 
saving  might  be  made,  and  a  higher  rate  of  speed  advan- 
tageously adopted.  Mr.  Jackson  proposed  to  establish  a 
company  at  Lowell,  to  be  called  the  Appleton  Company, 
and  adopt  the  new  machineiy.  The  stock  was  soon  sub- 
scribed for,  and  Mr.  Jackson  appointed  the  treasurer  and 
agent.  Two  large  mills  were  built,  and  conducted  by  him 
for  several  years,  till  success  had  fully  justified  his  antici- 
pations. Meanwhile,  his  presence  at  Lowell  was  of  great 
advantage  to  the  new  city.  All  men  there,  as  among  the 
stockholders  in  Boston,  looked  up  to  him  as  the  founder 
and  guardian  genius  of  the  place,  and  wei'e  ready  to  receive 
from  him  advice  or  rebuke,  and  to  refer  to  him  all  ques- 
tions of  doubt  or  controversy.  As  new  companies  were 
formed,  and  claims  became  conflicting,  the  advantages  be- 
came more  apparent  of  having  a  man  of  such  sound  judg- 
ment, impartial  integrity,  and  nice  discrimination,  to  appeal 
to,  and  who  occupied  an  historical  position  to  which  no  one 
else  could  pretend. 

In  1830,  the  intei'ests  of  Lowell  induced  Mr.  Jackson  to 
enter  into  a  business  new  to  himself  and  others.  This 
"  was  the  building  of  the  BostJsn  and  Lowell  Kailroad.  For 
some  years,  the  practicability  of  constructing  roads  in  which 
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the  friction  should  be  materially  lessened  hj  laying  down 
h-on-hars,  or  trams,  had  engaged  the  attention  of  practi- 
cal engineers  in  England.  At  first,  it  was  contemplated 
that  the  service  of  such  roads  shoold  be  performed  by 
horses ;  and  it  was  not  imtil  the  hi-Uliant  experiments  of 
Mr.  Stephenson,  on  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Railroad, 
that  the  possibility  of  nsing  locomotive  engines  was  fuUy 
established.  It  will  be  well  remembered  that  all  the  first 
estimates  for  railroads  in  this  conntry  were  based  upon  a 
road-track  adapted  to  hoi-se-power,  and  boreeswere  actually 
used  on  all  the  earlier  roads.  The  necessity  of  a  better 
communication  between  Boston  and  LoweU  had  been  the 
subject  of  frequent  conversation  between  Mr.  Boott  and 
Mr.  Jackson.  Estimates  had  been  made,  and  a  line  sur- 
veyed for  a  Macadamized  road.  The  ti-avel  between  the 
two  places  was  rapidly  increasing ;  and  the  transportation 
of  merchandise,  slowly  performed  in  summer  by  the  Mid- 
dlesex Canal,  was  done  at  great  cost,  and  over  bad  roads, 
in  winter,  by  wagons. 

At  this  moment;  the  success  of  Mr.  Stephenson's  experi- 
mente  decided  Mr.  Jackson.  He  saw,  at  once,  the  pro- 
digious revolution  that  the  introduction  of  steam  would 
make  in  the  business  of  internal  communication.  Men 
were,  as  yet,  incredulous.  The  cost  and  the  danger  attend- 
ing the  use  of  the  new  machines,  were  exaggerated ;  and 
even  if  feasible  in  England,  with  a  city  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  souls  at  each  of  the  termini,  such  a  project, 
it  was  argued,  was  Qnixotical  here,  with  our  more  limited 
means  and  sparaer  population.  Mr,  Jackson  took  a  differ- 
ent view  of  the  matter ;  and  when,  atler  much  delay  and 
difBcnlty,  the  '*toek  of  the  road  was  subscribed  for,  he  im- 
dertook  to  superintend  its  construction,  with  the  especial 
object  that  it  might  be  m  every  way  adapted  to  the  use  of 
steam-powei,  and  to  that  mcrease  of  travel  and  transporta- 
tion which  Jew,  hke  him,  had  the  sagacity  io  anticipate. 
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Mr.  Jactsoii  was  not  an  engineer ;  but  full  of  confidence 
in  Ms  own  energy,  and  in  the  powei-  he  always  possessed  of 
eliciting  and  directing  the  talent  of  others,  he  entered  on 
the  task,  so  new  to  every  one  in  this  coiintiy,  with  the  same 
boldness  that  he  had  evinced  twenty  years  before,  in  the 
erection  of  the  first  weaving-miU. 

The  moment  was  an  anxious  one.  He  was  not  accus- 
tomed to  waste  time  in  any  of  his  undertakings.  The  pub- 
lic looked  with  eagerne^  for  the  road,  and  he  was  anxious 
to  begin  and  to  finish  it.  But  he  was  too  wise  a  man  to 
allow  his  own  impatience,  or  that  of  others,  to  hurry  him 
into  action  before  his  plans  should  be  maturely  digested. 
There  were,  indeed,  many  pointe  to  be  attended  to,  and 
many  preliminary  steps  to  be  taken.  A  charter  was  to  be 
obtained,  and,  as  yet,  no  charter  for  a  railroad  had  been 
granted  in  N'ew  England.  The  tei-ms  of  the  charter,  and 
its  conditions,  were  to  be  carefully  considered.  The  ex- 
periment was  deemed  to  be  so  desirable,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  so  hazardous,  that  the  legislature  were  prepared  to 
grant  almost  any  terms  that  should  be  asked  for.  Mr. 
Jackson,  on  the  other  hand,  whose  faith  in  the  success  of 
the  new  mode  of  locomotion  never  faltered,  was  not  dis- 
posed to  ask  for  any  privileges  that  would  not  be  deemed 
moderate  after  the  fullest  success  had  been  obtained ;  at  the 
same  time,  the  recent  example  of  the  Charles  River  Bridge 
showed  the  necessity  of  guarding,  by  careful  provisions,  the 
chai-tered  rights  of  the  stockholders. 

With  respect  to  the  road  itself,  nearly  every  thing  was  to 
be  learned.  Mr,  Jackson  established  a  correspondence  with 
the  most  distinguished  engineers  of  this  country,  and  of 
Europe ;  and  it  was  not  until  he  had  deliberately  and  satis- 
factorily solved  all  the  doubts  that  arose  in  his  own  mind, 
or  were  suggested  by  others,  that  he  would  allow  any  step 
to  be  decided  on.  In  this  way,  although  more  time  was 
consumed  than  on  other  roads,  a  more  satisfactory  result 
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was  obtained.  The  road  was  graded  for  a  doable  track  ; 
the  grades  reduced  to  a  level  of  ten  feet  to  the  mile ;  all 
curves,  but  those  of  very  large  radius,  avoided ;  and  every 
part  constructed  with  a  degree  of  strength  nowhere  else,  at 
that  time,  considered  necessary.  A  distinguished  foreigner, 
Mr.  Charles  Chevalier,  has  spoken  of  the  work  on  this  road 
as  truly  "  Cyclopean."  Every  measure  adopted  shows 
conclusively  how  clearly  Mr.  Jackson  foresaw  the  extension 
and  capabiliUes  of  the  railroad. 

It  required  no  small  degree  of  moral  firmness  to  conceive 
and  carry  out  these  plans.  Few  persons  realized  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  undertaking,  or  the  magnitude  of  the  results. 
The  shareholders  were  restlesa  under  increased  assessments, 
and  delayed  income.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  no 
one  but  Mr.  Jackson  in  Boston  could,  at  that  time,  have 
commanded  the  confidence  necessary  to  enable  him  to  pur- 
sue his  work  so  deliberately  and  so  thorovighly. 

The  road  was  opened  for  travel  in  1835,  and  experience 
soon  justified  the  wisdom  of  his  anticipations.  Its  comple- 
tion and  successful  operation  was  a  great  relief  to  Mr. 
Jackson.  For  several  years  it  had  engrossed  his  time  and 
attention,  and  at  tim^  deprived  him  of  sleep.  He  felt  it 
to  be  a  public  trust,  the  responsibility  of  which  was  of  a 
natiire  quite  different  from  that  which  had  attended  his 
previous  enterprises. 

One  difficulty  that  he  had  encountered  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  work  led  him  into  a  new  undertaking,  the  eompletioa 
of  which  occupied  him  a  year  or  two  longer.  He  felt  the 
great  advantage  of  making  the  terminus  of  the  road  in 
Boston,  and  not,  as  was  done  in  other  instances,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river.  The  obstacles  appeared,  at  first 
sight,  insurmomitable.  No  land  was  to  be  procured  in  that 
densely  poptdated  part  of  the  city  except  at  very  high 
prices  ;  and  it  was  not  then  the  public  policy  to  allow  the 
passage  of  trains  thrpngh  the  streets.    A  mere  site  for  a  pas- 
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senger  depot  could,  indeed,  be  obtained ;  and  this  seemed, 
to  most  persons,  all  that  was  essential.  Such  narrow  policy- 
did  not  suit  Mr.  Jackson's  anticipations.  It  occurred  to 
him  that,  by  an  extensive  purchase  of  the  flats,  then  unoc- 
cupied, the  object  might  be  obtained.  The  excavations 
making  by  the  railroad  at  Winter  Hill,  and  elsewhere, 
within  a  few  miles  of  Boston,  much  exceeded  the  embank- 
ments, and  woidd  supply  the  gravel  necessary  to  flU  up 
these  flats.  Such  a  speculation  not  being  within  the  powers 
of  the  corporation,  a  new  company  was  created  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  land  was  made,  to  the  extent  of  about  ten  acres ; 
and  what  was  not  needed  for  depots,  was  sold  at  advan- 
tageous prices.  It  has  since  been  found  that  even  the 
large  provision  made  by  Mi.  Jackson  is  inadequate  to  the 
daily  increasing  business  of  the  railroad. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  now  fifty-seven  yeara  of  age.  Released 
once  more  from  his  engagements,  he  might  rationally  look 
forward  to  a  life  of  dignified  retirement,  in  which  he  would 
be  followed  by  the  respect  of  the  community,  and  the  grati- 
tude of  the  many  families  that  owed  their  well-being  to  his 
exertions.  But  a  cloud  had  come  over  his  private  fortunes. 
While  laboring  for  others,  he  had  allowed  himself  to  be  in- 
volved in  some  speculations,  to  which  he  had  not  leisure  to 
devote  his  personal  attention.  The  unfortunate  issue  of 
these,  deprived  him  of  a  large  portion  of  his  property. 

Umformlv  prosperous  hitherto,  the  touchstone  of  adver- 
sity waa  wanhng  to  elicit,  perhaps  even  to  create,  some  of 
the  most  admirable  points  in  his  character.  He  had  long 
been  affluent,  and  with  his  generous  and  hospitable  feelings, 
had  adopted  a  style  of  living  fully  commensurate  with  his 
position.  The  cheerful  dignity  with  which  he  met  his  re- 
verses ;  the  promptness  with  which  he  accommodated  his 
expenses  to  his  altered  circumstances;  and  the  almost 
youthful  alacrity  with  which  he  once  more  put  on  the  har- 
ness, were  themes  of  daily  comment  to  his  friends,  and  af- 
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forded  to  the  world  an  example  of  the  traest  philosophy. 
Ho  had  always  heen  highly  respected ;  the  respect  was  now 
more  blended  with  love  and  veneration. 

The  death  of  his  friend,  Mi-.  Boott,  m  the  spring  of  1837, 
had  proved  a  severe  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  Lowell.  At 
the  head  of  that  company  (the  proprietors  of  the  Locfe  and 
Canals),  which  controlled  the  land  and  water-power,  and 
manufactured  all  the  machinery  used  in  the  mills,  the  posi- 
tion he  had  occupied  led  him  into  daily  intercourse  with 
the  manageiis  of  the  several  companies.  The  supemsion 
he  had  exercised,  and  the  influence  of  his  example,  had 
been  felt  in  all  the  ramifications  of  the  complicated  busi- 
ness of  the  place.  Even  where  no  tangible  evidence  ex- 
isted of  benefits  specifically  conferred,  men  were  not  slow 
to  find  out,  after  his  death,  that  a  change  had  come  over  the 
whole.  The  Locks  and  Canals  Company  being  under  his 
immediate  charge,  was,  of  course  the  first  to  suffer.  Their 
property  rapidly  declined,  both  inti'insically,  and  in  public 
estimation.  The  shares,  which  for  many  yeara  had  been 
woiih  $1,000  each,  were  now  sold  for  $700,  and  even  less. 
1^0  one  appeared  so  able  to  apply  the  remedy  as  Mr.  Jack- 
son. Familiar,  from  the  first,  with  the  history  of  the  com- 
pany, of  which  he  had  always  been  a  director,  and  the  con- 
fidential adviser  of  Mr.  Boott,  he  alone,  perhaps,  was  fully 
capable  of  supplying  that  gentleman's  place.  He  was  so- 
licited to  accept  the  office,  and  tempted  by  the  offer  of  a 
higher  salary  than  had,  perhaps,  ever  been  paid  in  this 
country.  He  assimied  the  trust ;  and,  during  the  seven 
years  of  his  management,  the  proprietors  had  every  reason 
to  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  wisdom  of  their  choice. 
The  properi.y  was  brought  into  the  best  condition ;  extensive 
and  lucrative  contracts  were  made  and  executed ;  the  annual 
dividends  were  large ;  and  when  at  last  it  was  thought  ex- 
pedient to  close  the  afFaira  of  the  corporation,  the  stock- 
holders received  of  capital  nearly  $1,600  a  share. 
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The  brilliant  iaaue  of  this  business  enhanced  Mr.  Jack- 
son's previous  reputation.  He  was  constantly  solicited  to 
aid,  by  service  and  counsel,  ■wberever  doubt  or  intricacy 
existed.  No  great  public  enterprises  were  brought  forward 
till  they  bad  received  the  sanction  of  bis  opinion. 

During  the  last  few  years  of  bis  life,  he  was  the  treasurer 
and  agent  of  the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company  at 
Somerswortb ;  a  corporation  that  had  for  many  years  been 
doing  an  unproflteble  business  at  a  great  expense  of  capital. 
When  this  charge  was  offered  to  him,  be  visited  the  spot, 
and  became  convinced  that  it  had  great  capabilities,  but 
that  every  thing,  from  the  beginning,  had  been  done  wrong ; 
to  refoiTQ  it,  would  require  an  outlay  nearly  equal  to  the 
original  investment.  The  dam  should  be  taten  down,  and 
rebuilt ;  one  mill,  injudiciously  located,  be  removed,  and  a 
larger  one  erected  in  a  bettei"  spot ;  the  machinery  entirely 
discarded,  and  replaced  by  some  of  a  more  modem  and 
perfect  construction.  Few  men  would  have  had  the  hardi- 
hood to  propose  such  changes  to  proprietore  disconi-aged  by 
the  prestige  of  repeated  disappointments  ;  still  fewer,  the 
influence  to  cany  his  measures  into  effect.  That  Mr.  Jack- 
son did  this,  and  with  results  quite  satisfactoiy  to  the  pro- 
prietors and  to  himself,  is  almost  a  corollary  from  his  pre- 
vious history.  His  private  fortune  had,  in  the  mean  while, 
been  restored  to  a  point  that  relieved  him  from  anxiety, 
and  he  was  not  ambitions  of  increasing  it. 

For  some  time  after  he  assumed  the  duties  of  the  agency 
at  Somereworth,  the  labor  and  responsibility  attending  it 
were  veiy  severe ;  yet  he  seemed  to  his  friends  to  have  all 
the  vigor  and  elasticity  of  middle  life.  It  may  be,  however, 
that  the  exertion  was  beyond  his  physical  strength ;  cer- 
tainly, after  a  year  or  two,  he  began  to  exhibit  symptoms 
of  a  gradual  prostration ;  and,  when  attacked  by  dys- 
entery in 'the  summer  of  1847,  his  constitution  bad  no 
longer  the  power  of  resistance,  and  he  sank  under  the 
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disease  on  the  12tli  of  SeptemlDer,  at  his  sea-aide  residence 
at  Beverly. 

It  had  not  been  generally  known  in  Boston  that  he  was 
unwell.  The  news  of  hia  death  was  received  as  a  public 
calamity.  The  espresaions  that  spontaneously  burst  forth 
from  every  mouth,  were  a  most  touching  testimonial  to  his 
virtiies,  as  much  as  to  his  ability. 

Eeviewing  the  career  of  Mr.  Jackson,  one  cannot  hut  be 
sti-uck  with  the  multifarious  and  complicated  nature  of  the 
business  he  undertook,  the  energy  and  promptness  of  his 
reaolntion,  the  sagacity  and  patience  with  which  he  mas- 
tered details,  the  grasp  of  mind  that  reached  far  beyond 
the  exigencies  of  the  moment.  Yet  these  qualities,  how- 
ever pre-eminent,  will  not  alone  account  for  his  uniform 
success,  or  the  great  inflnence  he  exercised.  He  had  en- 
dowments morally,  as  well  as  intellectually,  of  a  high 
order.  The  loftiest  principles — not  merely  of  integrity,  but 
of  honor,  governed  him  in  every  transaction ;  and,  super- 
added to  these,  was  a  kindliness  of  feeling  that  led  him  to 
ready  sympatliy  mth  all  who  approached  him.  It  was 
often  said  of  him,  that  while  no  one  made  a  sharper  bargain 
than  he  did,  yet  no  one  put  so  liberal  a  construction  upon 
it,  when  made.  His  sense  of  honor  was  so  nice,  that  a  mere 
misgiving  was  enough  to  decide  him  against  his  own  in- 
terest. "With  his  extensive  business  and  strength  of  char- 
acter, he  necessarily  had  colHsions  with  many ;  yet  he  had 
few  enemies,  and  to  such  as  felt  inimical  toward  him,  he 
harbored  no  resentment.  Prompt  in  the  expression  of  his 
feelings,  he  was  equally  so  in  the  forgiveness  of  injuries. 
His  quick  sympathies  led  him  to  "be  foremost  in  all  works 
of  public  spirit,  or  of  charity.  He  was  fearless  in  the  ex- 
pre^on  of  his  opinioi^  and  never  swerved  from  the  sup- 
port of  the  right  and  the  true  from  any  considerations  of 
policy  or  favor.  He  felt  it  to  be  the  part  of  real  dignity  to 
enlighten,  not  to  follow  the  general  opinion. 
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In  piivate,  he  was  distinguislied  by  a  cheerfalneas  and 
benevolence  that  beamed  upon  his  countenance,  and  seemed 
to  inyite  every  one  to  be  bappy  witli  him.  His  position 
enabled  him  to  indulge  his  love  of  doing  good  by  providing 
employment  for  many  meritorious  persons;  and  this  pa- 
tronage, once  extended,  waa  never  capriciously  withdrawn. 

The  life  of  such  a  man  is  a  public  benefaction,  "Were  it 
only  to  point  out  to  the  yomig  and  enterprising  that  the 
way  to  Buccesa  is  by  the  path  of  honor — not  half-way,  con- 
l  honor,  but  honor  enlightened  by  religion,  and 
1  by  conscience — were  it  only  for  this,  a  truth  but 
imperfectly  appreciated  even  by  moralists,  the  memory  oi 
such  men  should  be  hallowed  by  posterity. 
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Henet  Laueens  was  bora  in  Cliarleaton,  South  Carolina, 
in  the  year  ITSl.  He  was  descended  from  ancestors  who 
were  French  Protestant  refugees,  and  left  France  after  the 
revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz.  They  landed  at  New 
York,  where  they  resided  some  time,  and  aftei'ward  settled  ■ 
at  the  place  of  his  birth.  The  superintendence  of  his  edu- 
cation was  firat  given  to  Mr.  Howe,  and  subsequently  to 
Mr.  Corbett ;  but  of  the  nature  of  his  studies,  or  the  extent 
of  his  acquirements,  we  are  not  told.  He  was  I'egularly 
bred  to  mercantile  pursuits  under  the  direction  of  Thomas 
Smith,  of  Charleston,  afterward  of  Mr.  Crockett,  of  London, 
and  was  remai-kable  through  life  for  his  peculiar  observ- 
ance of  method  in  business.  When  he  returned  from  Lon- 
don, he  entered  into  trade  with  Mr.  Austin,  of  Charleston. 
In  whatever  he  was  engaged,  he  was  distinguished  for  his 
extraordinary  punctuality.  Allowing  nothing  ever  to  inter- 
fere with  his  own,  he  invariably  discountenanced  the  viola- 
tions of  it  by  others.  What  a  noble  example  for  every 
young  man  steadily  to  hold  in  view  1  It  was  the  constant 
possession  of  these  lofty  and  dignified  feelings,  and  a  rigid 
attention  to  his  duties,  which  insured  him  sneers  through 
life,  and  served  as  a  constant  passport,  in  his  progress,  to 
that  eminent  distinction  which  he  afterward  so  justly  en- 
joyed. 

Such  was  his  reputation  as  a  man  of  business,  that  to 
have  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  counfing-house  of  Mr. 
Laurens  was  a  high  recommendation.  Industrious  almost 
to  an  extreme  himself,  he  demanded  a  corresponding  atten- 
tion and  labor  on  the  part  of  those  in  his  employ.     It  is 
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Kaicl  tliat  he  reqiiired  but  Httle  sleep,  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  affairs  of  the  day  received  his  attention  dur- 
ing a  great  part  oi"  the  night.  No  man  surpassed,  perha^js 
few  equaled,  him  in  the  execntion  of  business.  Rising 
early ,  and  devoting  the  morning  to  the  counting-house,  he 
not  unfreqnently  finished  his  concerns  before  others  had 
left  their  beds.  Hia  letters,  whether  on  friendship  or  busi- 
ness, were  clear  and  forcible,  and  in  a  style  admirably 
adapted  to  this  species  of  writing.  Two  volumes  of  his 
official  public  correspondence,  while  president  of  the  old 
Congress,  remain  in  its  archives. 

Few  men,  perhaps,  possessed  a  deeper  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature  ;  and  the  quickness  with  which  he  formed  cor- 
rect opinions  of  others  from  their  appearance,  was  very 
remarkable.  In  proof  of  tliis,  we  are  told  that  he  was  en- 
gaged in  trade  about  twenty-three  years,  and  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  affairs  of  the  partnership,  which  com- 
prised transactions  to  an  immense  amount,  he  proposed  to 
take  all  outstanding  debts  as  cash,  at  a  discount  of  five  per 
cent,  on  their  gross  amount. 

His  colloquial  powers  were  very  great,  and  afforded  de- 
light and  instruction  to  eveiy  company.  Heproving  with 
gentleness,  his  advice  was  at  all  times  valued  for  its  sound- 
ness and  sincerity.  Such  was  his  integrity,  and  such  were 
his  views  of  justice,  that  he  would  on  no  occasion  draw 
bills  of  exchange  till  he  first  obtained  an  acknowledgment 
in  wilting  from  those  on  whom  he  designed  to  draw  that 
they  were  indebted  to  him.  He  cheerfully,  but  moderate- 
ly, partook  of  proper  diversions,  but  retained,  during  his 
■whole  life,  an  invincible  aversion  to  playing  any  game  foi- 
ipecnniary  consideration. 

We  are  told  that,  in  several  instances,  he  yielded  to  the 
improper  fashion  of  deciding  controversies  by  single  com- 
bat. In  each  instance,  he  received  the  fire  of  his  adver- 
sary witliout  returning  it.     Of  his   generosity  there  are 
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many  instances.  He  vras  engaged,  on  one  occasion,  in  a 
lawsuit  with  the  judge  of  the  court  of  vice-admiralty,  and 
resisted  the  claims  of  the  royal  government,  which,  by 
some  regnlations,  were  opposed  to  American  rights.  Fail- 
ing in  hia  enit,  Mr.  Latirens  tendered  to  the  judge,  Sir  Eger- 
ton  Leigh,  hia  legal  fees,  which  were  considerable.  The 
jxidge  declining  their  acceptance,  Mr.  Laurens  presented 
the  amount  of  them  to  the  South  Carolina  society  for  char- 
itable purposes.  On  another  occasion,  he  received  money 
in  some  official  character,  which  had  not  been  demanded. 
Disclaiming  the  idea  of  hia  having  any  right  to  keep  it,  he 
ti-ansferred  it  to  the  same  aociety  till  it  should  be  applied 
for  by  the  owner. 

Strict  and  exemplary  in  hia  religious  duties,  he  was  found 
regularly  at  church.  With  the  holy  Scriptures  he  was  well 
acquainted,  and  took  great  delight  in  applying  portions  of 
them  to  the  common  occurrences  of  life.  They  were  not 
only  regularly  read  by  himself  to  his  family,  but  hie  chil- 
dren were  early  instructed  to  read  them  also  at  stated  pe- 
riods. His  family  Bible  contained,  in  his  own  handwriting, 
several  oteervations  on  passing  providences.  He  has  been 
often  heard  to  say,  that  many  of  the  best  passages  of  dis- 
tinguished authors  were  borrowed  either  in  the  matter  or 
the  style  from  Sacred  Writ,  and  he  quoted  tlie  following 
among  other  instances,  "  God  tempers  the  wind  to  the  back 
of  the  shorn  lamb"  of  Sterne,  as  an  imitation  of  "He 
stayeth  his  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  the  east  wind"  of  the 
prophet  Isaiah.  He  was  charmed  with  the  writings  of  Sol- 
omon, for  the  knowledge  of  human  nature  which  tliey  im- 
pai'ted,  and  conceived  that  the  observance  of  their  maxims 
would  greatly  contribute  to  the  wisdom  and  happiness  of 
society, 

Eequiring  of  his  servants  the  exact  execution  of  their 
several  duties,  compelling  the  observance  of  decency  and 
ordei',  their  wants  and  comforts  were  never  neglected,  and 
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to  their  moral  and  religious  instruction  he  was  invariably 
attentive. 

He  once  obtained  of  a  favorite  slave  his  consent,  though 
much  against  his  will,  to  receive  the  emall-pox  by  inocula- 
tion, but  by  which  he  lost  his  life.  With  a  view  of  admin- 
istering to  the  faithful,  though  unfortunate  domestic,  in  his 
last  dying  moments,  aU  tiie  consolation  that  this  distressing 
case  seemed  to  admit,  Mr.  Laurens  gave  to  him  positive 
assurances,  with  which  be  afterward  most  strictly  complied, 
that  his  children  should  be  emancipated. 

Having  lost  an  amiable  and  beloved  wife,  and  possessed 
of  a  large  estate,  he  entirely  relinquished  business,  and  in 
the  year  1T71  visited  Europe,  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  superintending  the  education  of  hia  sons,  by  whose  at- 
tainments ids  highest  expectations  were  fully  realized. 

He  was  one  of  the  thirty-nine  native  Americans  who  en- 
deavored, by  their  petition,  to  prevent  the  British  parlia- 
ment from  passing  the  Boston  port-bill. 

Every  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  colonies  to  prevent  a 
war  proving  entirely  fruitless,  he  hastened  home,  with  a 
determination  to  take  part  with  his  countrymen  against 
Great  Britain.  Persuasions  and  enti-eaties  were  used  to 
divert  him  from  the  resolution  he  had  formed,  dazzling 
prospects  were  held  out  to  bis  view,  and  even  large  offers 
were  made,  by  which  he  would  be  indemnified  for  any 
losses  he  might  sustain  by  his  remaining  in  England.  But 
this  ornament  of  his  country,  burning  with  patriotism  and 
the  love  of  liberty,  ever  dignified,  fii-m,  and  incorruptible, 
rejected  these  despicable  propositions  with  a  magnanimity 
of  spirit  worthy  of  his  exalted  character. 

How  beautiful,  yet  forcible,  is  his  reply  on  his  embarka- 
tion from  Ealmouth  for  Charleston,  to  a  mercantile  fiiend, 
Mr.  Oswald,  who  urged  him  to  continue  in  Great  Britain : 
"  I  shall  never  forget  your  friendly  attention  to  my  inter- 
est :  but  I  dare  not  return.     Your  ministers  are  deaf  to  in- 
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formation,  and  seem  bent  on  provoking  unnecessary  con- 
test. I  think  I  have  acted  tbe  part  of  a  faithful  subject. 
I  now  go,  resolved  still  to  labor  for  peace,  at  the  same  time 
determined  in  the  last  event  to  stand  or  fall  with  my  coun- 
try." On  his  departure  from  England,  he  expressed  hia 
conviction  that  America  would  not  aubmit  to  the  claims  of 
the  British  parliament ;  and  when  he  arrived  at  Charleston, 
in  December,  1774,  he  mentioned  to  his  frieuds  his  opinion, 
that  Britain  would  not  only  reject  their  demands,  but  that 
war  would  inevitably  take  place.  From  his  acknowledged 
weight  of  character,  it  may  readily  be  supposed  that  such 
information  would  receive  the  most  implicit  confidence, 
and,  accordingly,  vigorous  and  extensive  preparations  for 
defense  were  made  early  in  1775  by  tlie  Carolinians.  The 
circumstance  of  his  leaving  England  at  this  important 
crisis,  expressly  to  defend  the  cause  of  independence,  served 
to  confirm,  in  the  highest  degree,  that"  unbounded  conii-  , 
dence  in  his  fidelity  and  patriotism,  which  hia  friends, 
through  the  whole  course  of  his  career,  had  such  ample 
cause  to  entertain. 

On  his  arrival,  no  attentions  were  withheld  which  it  was 
possible  to  bestow.  Offices  were  conferred  and  honors 
heaped  upon  him.  He  became  president  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  with  a  full  persuasion  that  his  life  was  endangered 
by  this  situation.  Soon  after  the  establishment  of  a  regular 
constitution  in  South  Carolina,  in  1776,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  Congress,  and  shortly  after  he  had  taken  his 
seat,  was  appointed  president  of  that  honorable  body,  over 
which  he  presided  with  his  usual  integrity,  industry,  and 
decision.  About  this  period  the  British  commissioners  ar- 
rived, under  the  delusive  hope  of  being  able  to  induce  the 
Americans  to  abrogate  their  alliance  with  France,  and  to 
become  once  more  free  British  subjects.  Governor  John- 
son, one  of  the  commissi  on  ere,  presented  private  letters  of 
introduction  to  Mr.  Laurens.     In  December,  1778,  he  relin- 
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qnislier]  lii,  sitiiatifin  as  president  of  Congress,  for  what  rea- 
son we  are  not  told,  and  received  its  thanks  "for  his  con- 
duct in  the  chair,  and  in  the  execution  of  public  business." 
His  acknowledgments  were  retm-ned  for  the  honor  conferred 
upon  him,  which,  he  observed,  "  would  he  of  service  to  his 
childieih"  In  the  following  vear  he  received  the  appoint- 
inent  of  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  to 
Holland  ;  and  being  eaptureil  on  his  voyage  was  taken  to 
England,  and  there  imprisnned  in  the  Tower  of  London  on 
suspicion  of  treason,  and  was  officially  mentioned  by  Sir 
Joseph  York,  as  "  styling  himself  president  of  the  pretend- 
ed Congress."  The  commitment  was  accompanied  with 
orders,  "  to  confine  him  a  close  prisoner — to  be  locked  up 
every  night— to  be  in  the  custody  of  two  wardei-s— not  to 
suffer  him  to  be  out  of  their  sight  one  moment,  day  or 
night — to  allow  him  nu  liberty  of  speaking  to  any  peison, 
nor  to  permit  any  peraon  to  speak  to  him — to  deprive  him 
of  the  use  of  pen  and  ink — to  suffer  no  letter  to  be  brought 
to  him,  nor  any  to  go  fi'om  him." 

Afflicted  with  the  gout  and  other  diseases — his  head 
whitened  with  the  snows  of  fifty-six  wintei^, — in  a  sitnation 
full  of  misery, — his  cup  of  sorrow  seemed  to  be  full  to  over- 
flowing. This  venerable  and  illustrious  prisoner  was  con- 
fined to  two  small  rooms,  with  a  warder  for  his  constant 
companion,  and  a  fixed  bayonet  paraded  under  his  window, 
enjoying  neither  friend  to  converse  with,  nor  means  of 
correspondence.  Deprived  of  pen  and  ink,  he  at  length 
fortunately  procured  pencils.  After  a  month's  confinement, 
permission  -was  grafted  to  him  to  exercise  on  limited 
ground,  but  a  warder  ai-med  with  a  sword  followed  him 
closely.  He  had  availed  himself  of  this  indulgence  for 
about  three  weeks,  when  Loj-d  George  Gordon,  who  was 
also  imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  nnluckily  met  and  asked  Mr. 
Laurens  to  walk  with  him.  Mr.  Laurens  declined  the 
ofier,  and  hastened  to  his  apartment.     Governor  Gore,  pro- 
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voked  at  this  transgression  of  his  positive  orders,  locked 
him  np  for  thirty-seTen  days,  though  the  attending  warden 
proved  Mr.  Laurena  perfectly  innocent  of  the  violation  of 
any  established  rule.  About  this  time,  one  of  his  friends 
and  mercantile  correspondents,  interested  in  his  welfare, 
solicited  the  secretaries  of  state  to  grant  Mr.  Laurens  an 
enlargement  on  parole,  and  offered  his  fortune  as  security 
for  his  good  conduct.  The  following  message  to  Mr.  Lau- 
rens was  the  result;— "Tlieir  lordships  say,  if  you  will 
point  out  any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
present  dispute  with  the  colonies,  you  will  be  enlai-ged." 
This  proposition  inspired  him  witli  the  noblest  feelings,  and 
raising  Ms  proud  soul  above  the  acceptance  of  any  allure- 
ment founded  in  ignoble  views,  induced  the  keenest  repli- 
cation. 

The  same  friend,  soon  after,  dui'ing  a  private  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Laurens,  observed,  "I  converse  with  you 
tliis  morning,  not  particularly  as  your  friend,  bnt  as  the 
friend  of  Great  Britain.  I  have  certain  propositions  to 
make  for  obtaining  your  liberty,  which  I  advise  you  should 
take  time  to  consider."  Requesting  to  know  what  they 
were,  Mr.  Laurens  added,  "An  honest  man  requires  no 
time  to  decide  upon  his  answer  in  cases  where  his  honor 
is  concerned.  If  the  secretaries  of  state  will  enlarge  me 
upon  parole,  I  will  solemnly  engage  to  do  notliing,  directs 
ly  or  indirectly,  to  the  hurt  of  this  kingdom.  I  will  return 
to  America,  or  remain  in  any  part  of  England  which  may 
be  assigned,  and  surrender  myself  when  demanded."  To 
which  his  friend  replied,  "No,  sir,  you  niiet  stay  in  Lon- 
don among  your  friends.  The  ministry  will  often  have  oc- 
casion to  send  for  and  consiilt  you.  Ton  can  write  two  or 
three  lines  to  the  ministei's,  and  barely  say  you  are  soiTy 
for  what  is  past.  A  pardon  will  be  gi-anted.  Every  man 
has  been  wrong  at  some  time  or  other  of  his  life,  and 
should  not  be  ashamed  to  acknowledge  it."    Mr.  Laurena 
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immediately  exclaimed,  "  I  will  never  subscribe  to  my  own 
infamy  and  to  the  dishonor  of  my  children." 

Such  newspapers  from  America  as  were  employed  in  the 
publication  of  British  successes,  especially  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  subseq^uently  to  the  surrender  of  its  capital,  were 
sent  to  him  for  his  penisal  with  an  insulting  regularity. 
He  was  there  informed  that  his  countrymen,  refusing  to 
fight  in  the  cause  in  which  they  had  embarked,  were  flock- 
ing to  the  enemy  for  protection  and  reward,  and  that  fbe 
estates  of  Laurens  and  other  stubborn  rebels  were  under 
actual  sequestration  by  the  British  conquerors.  But  to 
every  such  commnnication  Mr.  Laurens  calmly  and  cliarac- 
teristically  replied,  "None  of  these  things  move  me." 

In  the  year  1781,  his  eldest  son,  Lien  ten  ant-col  on  el  John 
Lam-ens,  aiTived  in  France,  as  minister  of  Congress,  Mr. 
Laurens  was  desired  to  write  to  his  son,  that  if  he  would 
withdraw  himself  from  that  court,  it  might  possibly  obtain 
his  father's  release.  The  reply  was — "My  son  is  of  age, 
and  has  a  will  of  his  own.  If  I  should  write  to  him  as 
you  request,  it  would  have  no  effect.  He  would  only  con- 
clude that  confinement  and  persuasion  had  intimidated 
and  overcome  me.  I  linow  him  well.  He  loves  me  dearly, 
and  would  lay  down  his  life  to  save  mine ;  but  I  am  sure 
nothing  would  tempt  him  to  sacrifice  his  honor,  and  I  ap- 
pland  him." 

In  want  of  money  for  immediate  pui-poses,  and  desirous 
of  drawing  a  bill  of  exchange  on  a  merchant  in  London, 
and  his  debtor,  he  transmitted  a  pencilled  request  to  the 
secretaries  of  state  for  the  use  of  writing  materials.  Their 
lordships  received  it,  but  returned  no  answer,  though  no 
provision  liad  been  made  for  his  support.  Mortified  and 
disappointed  at  not  being  able  to  maintain  himself  from  bis 
own  funds,  he  was  suffered  to  languish  in  aggravated  con- 
finement, and  under  a  complication  of  disea9e3,  without  the 
slightest  prospect  of  release  or  melioration. 
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When  he  had  been  confined  a  year,  a  demand  was  made 
upon  him  to  pay  ninety-seven  pounds  ten  shillings,  sterling, 
to  two  warders,  for  aci-vices  in  waiting  on  him.  He  returned 
the  following  answer :  "  I  will  not  pay  the  warders  whom  I 
never  employed,  and  whose  attendance  I  shall  be  glad  to 
dispense  with."  Three  weeks  after  this,  Mr.  Laurena  re- 
ceived permission  from  the  secretaries  of  state  to  have  the 
use  of  pen  and  ink  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  a  bill  of  ex- 
change, but  fiicy  were  removed  immediately  after  its  exe- 
cution. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year  1781,  his  sufferings,  which 
had  by  that  time  become  well  known,  excited  the  utmost 
sympathy  for  himself,  but  kindled  the  warmest  indignation 
against  the  authora  of  his  cruel  confinement  Every  at- 
tempt to  draw  concessions  from  this  inflexible  patiiot  hav- 
ing proved  more  than  useless,  his  enlargement  was  resolved 
upon,  but  difficulties  arose  as  to  the  mode  of  effecting  it. 
Pursuing  the  same  high-minded  course  which  he  had  at 
first  adopted,  and  influenced  by  the  noblest  feelings  of  the 
heart,  he  obstinately  refused  his  consent  to  any  act  which 
might  imply  a  confession  that  he  was  a  British  subject,  for 
as  such  he  had  been  committed  on  a  charge  of  high  trea- 
son. It  was  finally  proposed  to  take  bail  for  liia  appear- 
ance at  the  court  of  king's  bench,  and  when  the  words  of 
the  recognizance,  "  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,"  were  read 
to  Mj.  Laurens,  he  distinctly  replied  in  open  court,  "  not 
my  sovereign  I"  With  this  declaration,  he,  with  Messrs. 
Oswald  and  Anderson,  as  his  securities,  were  bound  for  his 
appearance  at  the  next  court  of  king's  bench  for  Easter 
term,  and  for  not  departing  without  leave  of  the  court,  upon 
which  he  was  immediately  discharged.  When  the  time 
appointed  for  his  trial  approached,  he  was  not  only  exon- 
erated fi-ora  obligation  to  attend,  hut  solicited  by  Lord 
Shelboume  to  depart  for  the  continent  to  assist  in  a  scheme 
for  a  pacification  with  America.     The  idea  of  being  re- 
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leased  gi-atuitouBly  by  the  British  government,  sensibly 
moved  hiui,  for  he  had  invariably  conaidei'ed  himself  aa  a 
prisoner  of  war.  Possessed  of  a  lofty  sense  of  pereonal  in- 
dependence, and  nnwilling  to  be  brought  under  the  slight- 
est obUgation,  he  thus  expressed  himself,  "IduiBtnot  ac- 
cept myself  as  a  gift ;  and  as  Congress  once  offered  General 
Eurgoyne  for  me,  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  being  now- 
willing  to  offer  Earl  Oornwallis  for  the  eame  purpose." 

Close  confinement  in  the  Tower  for  more  than  fourteen 
months  had  shattered  his  constitution,  and  he  was  ever 
afterward  a  stranger  to  good  health.  As  soon  as  his  dis- 
charge was  promulgated,  he  received  from  Congress  a 
commission,  appointing  him  one  of  their  ministers  fur  ne- 
gotiating a  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Arrived  at  Paris,  in 
conjunction  with  Dr.  Pranklin,  John  Adams,  and  John 
Jay,  he  signed  the  preliminaries  of  peace  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1782,  by  which  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  was  unequivocally  acknowledged.  Soon  after  this, 
Mr.  Laurens  returned  to  Carolina.  Entirely  satisfied  with 
the  whole  course  of  his  conduct  while  abroad,  it  will  readily 
be  imagined  that  his  eountiymen  refused  him  no  distinc- 
tions within  their  power  to  bestow ;  but  every  solicitation 
to  suffer  himself  to  be  elected  Governor,  member  of  Con- 
gress, or  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  he  positively  with- 
stood. When  the  project  of  a  general  convention  for  re- 
vising the  fedei'al  bond  of  union  was  under  consideration, 
he  was  chosen,  without  his  knowledge,  one  of  its  members, 
but  he  refused  to  serve.  Ketired  from  the  world  and  its 
concerns,  he  found  delight  in  agricultural  experiments,  in 
advancing  the  welfare  of  his  children  and  dependents,  and 
in  attentions  to  the  interest  of  his  friends  and  fellow- 
citizens. 

He  expired  on  the  8th  of  December,  1792,  in  the  sixty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age.  His  will  concluded  with  this  sin- 
gular- rec[ue8t,  which  was  stiictly  complied  with: — "I  sol- 
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emnly  enjoin  itiipon  my  son  as  an  indispensable  duty,  that 
as  soon  as  he  conveniently  can  after  my  decease,  he  cause 
my  .body  to  be  wrapped  in  twelve  yards  of  tow-cloth,  and 
bnrnt  until  it  be  entirely  consumed ;  and  then  collecting 
my  bones,  deposit  them  wherever  he  may  see  proper." 

Mr.  Laurens  had  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
teis.  One  of  them  man-ied  the  late  celebrated  Dr.  Kamsay ; 
the  other,  Mr.  Charles  Pinckney.  One  of  the  sons,  Colonel 
John  Laurens,  died  early  in  life ;  the  other,  Mr.  Henry 
Laurens,  resided  for  many  years  in  Charleston,  South  Car- 
olina. 
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Thb  good  merchant  is  scrupulously  just  and  upright  in 
all  his  transaetions.  Integrity,  good  faith,  exactness  in  ful- 
filling his  engagemente,  are  prominent  and  distinctive  fea- 
tures in  his,  character.  He  is  a  high-minded  and  honorable 
man ;  he  would  feel  a  stain  upon  his  good  name  hke  a 
wound,  and  regards  with  utter  abhorrence  every  thing  that 
wears  the  appearance  of  meanness  or  duplicity.  Knowing 
that  credit  is  the  eoul  of  husinees,  he  is  anxious  to  sustain 
the  integrity  of  the  mereantile  character.  Accoi-dingly, 
his  word  ia  as  good  as  hie  hond.  He  stands  to  his  hargain, 
and  is  faithful  to  his  contract.  He  is  like  the  good  man 
described  by  the  psalmist, 

"  Who  to  his  plighted  vows  and  trust 
Hath  ever  Brmlj- stood; 
And  though  he  promise  to  hie  loss, 
Ha  makes  hU  promise  good." 

He  would  rather  at  any  time  relinquish  something  of  his 
lawful  rights,  than  engage  in  an  irritating  dispute.  He 
would  rather  be  the  object  than  the  agent  in  a  dishonorable 
or  fraudulent  transaction.  When  one  told  old  Bishop  Lati- 
mer that  the  cutler  had  cozened  him  in  making  him  pay 
two  pence  for  a  knife  not  worth  a  penny,  "  No,"  said  Lati- 
mer, "  he  cozened  not  me,  hut  his  own  conscience." 

The  good  merchant  is  not  in  haste  to  be  rich,  observing 
that  they  who  are  so,  are  apt  to  "  fall  into  temptation  and 
a  snare,"  and  often  make  shipwreck  of  their  honor  and  vir- 
tue. He  purenes  commerce  as  his  chosen  calling,  his  regu- 
lar employment.  He  expects  to  continue  in  it  long,  per- 
haps all  his  days,  and  is  therefore  content  to  make  small 
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profits  and  acciinmlate  slowly.  When  lie  first  entered  into 
business,  he  was  determined  not  to  be  a  diiidge,  nor  to  be 
chained  to  the  desk  like  a  galley-slave,  nor  make  his  count- 
ing-room his  home.  He  recollects  that  he  is  not  merely  a 
merchant,  but  a  man  ;  and  that  he  has  a  mind  to  improve, 
a  heart  to  cultivate,  and  a  character  to  form.  He  is  there- 
fore resolved  to  have  time  to  develop  and  store  his  intellect, 
to  exercise  his  social  affections,  and  to  enjoy  in  moderation 
the  innocent  and  rational  pleasures  of  life.  He  accord- 
ingly sets  apart  and  consecrates  a  portion  of  bis  time,  his 
evenings  at  least,  to  be  spent  at  home,  in  the  bosom  of  his 
family.  He  will  not,  on  any  account,  deny  himself  of  this 
relaxation  ;  be  will  not,  for  any  consideration,  rob  himself 
of  this  source  of  improvement  and  happine^.  He  is 
willing,  if  need  be,  to  labor  more  yeai-s  in  order  to  obtain 
the  desired  amount  of  wealth,  provided  he  can  improve 
himself  in  the  mean  time,  and  enjoy  life  as  he  goes  along. 

The  good  merchant,  though  an  enterprising  man,  and 
willing  to  run  some  risks,  knowing  this  to  be  essential  to 
success  in  commercial  adventure,  yet  is  not  willing  to  lisk 
every  thing,  nor  put  all  on  the  hazard  of  a  single  throw. 
He  feels  that  be  has  no  n'gbt  to  do  this — tliat  it  is  morally 
wrong  thus  to  put  in  jeopardy  his  own  peace  and  the  com- 
fort and  prospects  of  his  family.  Of  couree  he  engages  in 
no  wild  and  visionary  schemes,  the  results  of  which  are  al- 
together uncertain,  being  based  upon  unreasonable  expec- 
tations and  improbable  suppositions.  He  is  particularly 
carefnl  to  embark  in  no  speculation  out  of  his  regular  line 
of  business,  and  with  the  details  of  which  he  is  not  famil- 
iar. He  is  aware,  that  although  he  knows  aU  about  the 
cost  of  a  ship,  and  can  determine  the  quality  and  estimate 
the  value  of  a  bale  of  cotton,  he  is  not  a  good  judge  of  the 
worth  of  wild  lands,  having  bad  no  expenence  therein. 
Accordingly,  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  bargains 
of  this  sort,  however  promising  they  may  appear.     He  will 
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not  take  a  leap  in  the  dart,  nor  purchase  upon  the  repre- 
sentations of  others,  who  may  be  interested  in  the  sale ; 
fearing  lest  what  is  described  to  him  as  a  well-timbered 
township  may  turn  out  to  be  a  barren  waste,  and  what  ap- 
pears, on  paper,  a  level  and  well-watered  distnct,  maybe 
fonnd,  on  inspection,  a  steep  and  stony  mountain,  of  no 
value  whatever.  He  therefore  deems  it  safest  for  him  to 
beep  clear  of  these  grand  speculations,  and  to  attend,  qui- 
etly and  regularly,  to  his  own  business.  Above  all,  he 
makes  it  a  matter  of  conscience  not  to  risk  in  hazardous 
enterprises  the  property  of  others  inta-usted  to  bis  keeping. 

The  good  merchant,  having  thus  acquired  a  competency, 
and  perhaps  amassed  a  fortune,  is  liberal  in  dispensing  his 
.wealth. 

At  the  ontset,  he  is  careful  to  indulge  in  no  extravagance, 
and  to  live  within  his  means,  the  neglect  of  which  precau- 
tion he  finds  involves  so  many  in  failure  and  ruin.  Simple 
in  his  manners,  and  unostentatious  in  his  habits  of  life,  he 
abstains  from  all  frivolous  and  foolish  expenditures.  At 
the  same  time,  he  is  not  niggardly  or  mean.  On  the  con- 
ti'ary,  he  is  liberal  in  the  whole  arrangement  of  his  hos^e- 
hold,  where  every  thing  is  for  use  and  comfort,  and  nothing 
for  ostentation  and  display.  Whatever  will  contribute  to 
the  improvement  and  welfare  of  his  family,  or  whatever 
will  gi-atify  their  innocent  tastes,  be  it  books,  or  engravings, 
or  pictures,  he  obtains,  if  within  his  means,  though  it  cost 
much;  knowing  that  at  the  same  time  he  may  foster  the 
genius  and  reward  the  labors  of  our  native  authors  and 
artists,  an  estimable  class  of  men,  whose  works  reflect  honor 
upon  their  countiy,  and  who  consequently  merit  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  community.  But  whatever  is  intended  for 
mere  parade  and  vain  show,  he  will  have  none  of,  though 
it  cost  nothing.  He  thinks  it  wise  and  good  economy  to 
spend  a  great  deal  of  money,  if  he  can  afford  it,  to  render 
home  attractive,  and  to  make  his  children  wise,  virtuous, 
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and  happy.  Above  all,  lie  never  grudges  what  is  paid  to 
the  faithful  schoolmaster  for  their  intellectual  and  moral 
training ;  for  a  good  education  he  deems  above  all  pnce. 

Having  thus  liberally  provided  for  all  the  wante  of  hia 
honsehold,  the  good  merchant  reraembera  and  cai'es  for  all 
who  are  related  to  liim,  and  who  may  in  any  way  stand  in 
need  of  his  aid.  And  this  aid  is  administered  in  the  most 
kind  and  delicate  manner.  He  does  not  wait  to  be  solicit- 
ed ;  he  will  not  stop  to  be  thanked.  He  anticipates  their 
wishes,  and  by  a  secret  and  silent  bounty  removes  the  pain- 
ful sense  of  dependence  and  obligation.  He  feels  it  a 
pleasure,  as  well  as  a  duty,  to  help  them  ;  he  claims  it  as 
his  privilege  to  do  good  unto  his  brethren.  He  would 
feel  ashamed  to  have  hia  needy  relatives  relieved  by  pub- 
lic charity  or  private  alms. 

But  oiu-  good  merchant  feels  tliat  he  has  duties,  not  only 
to  Ms  immediate  relatives  and  friends,  but  to  a  lai'ger  fam- 
ily, the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  deeply  intei*- 
ested  in  ite  virtue  and  happiness,  and  feels  bound  to  eon- 
tribnte  his  full  share  to  the  establishment  and  support  of 
all  good  institutions,  particularly  the  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, humanity,  and  religion.  He  is  led  to  this  by  the  ex- 
pansive and  liberalizing  spirit  of  his  calling.  It  is,  unfor- 
tunately, the  tendency  of  some  occupations  to  narrow  the 
mind  and  contract  the  heart.  The  mere  division  of  labor, 
incident  to,  and  inseparable  from,  many  mechanical  and 
manufectaring  pursuits,  though  important  and  beneficial  in 
other  respects,  yet  serves  to  cramp  and  dwarf  the  intellect. 
The  man  who  spends  all  his  days  in  making  the  heads  of 
pins,  thinks  of  nothing  else,  and  is  fit  for  nothing  eke. 
Commercial  pui-suits,  on  the  other  hand,  being  so  various, 
extensive,  and  complicate,  tend  to  enlarge  the  mind,  and 
banish  narrow  and  selfish  feelings.  The  merchant  looks 
abroad  over  the  world,  puts  a  girdle  round  the  earth,  has 
communications  with  all  climes  and  all  nations,  and  is  thus 
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led  to  take  large  and  liberal  views  of  all  things.  The 
wealth  which  he  has  acquired  easily  and  rapidly,  he  is  con- 
sequently disposed  to  spend  freely  and  nmnificently.  It 
has  been  beautifully  said  of  Roscoe,  the  distinguished  Liv- 
erpool merchant,  "  Wherever  you  go,  you  perceive  traces 
of  his  footsteps  in  all  that  is  elegant  and  liberal.  He  found 
the  tide  of  wealth  flowing  merely  in  the  channels  of  traffic ; 
he  has  diverted  from  it  invigorating  rills  to  refresh  the  gar- 
dens of  literature.  The  noble  institutions  for  literary  and 
scientific  purposes,  which  reflect  such  credit  on  that  city, 
have  mostly  been  originated,  and  have  all  been  effectually 
promoted  by  him."  In  like  manner,  our  good  merchant 
encourages  learning,  and  patronizes  learned  men.  He  is 
particularly  liberal  in  endowing  the  higher  seats  of  educa- 
tion, whence  flow  the  streams  that  malie  glad  the  cities  and 
churches  of  our  God. 

The  good  merchant  is,  likewise,  a  muniflcent  benefactor 
to  all  institutions  which  have  for  their  object  the  allevia- 
tion of  human  wretchedness,  and  the  cure  of  the  thousand 
ills  which  flesh  is  heir  to.  He  lends,  too,  a  substantial  sup- 
port to  the  institutions  of  religion.  He  feels  the  need  of 
them  himself,  and  he  understands  their  unspeakable  im- 
portance to  the  peace,  good  order,  and  virtue  of  society. 
He  thinks  that  he  sleeps  sounder,  and  that  his  property  ia 
more  secure,  in  a  community  where  the  sanctions  of  religion 
are  superadded  to  the  penalties  of  the  law ;  where  the  sta- 
ted inculcation  of  religious  principles  and  sentiments  dif- 
fuses a  healthy  moral  atmosphere,  which,  though  unseen, 
presses,  like  the  weight  of  the  surrounding  air,  upon  every 
part  of  the  body  politic,  and  keeps  it  in  its  place.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  contributes  cheerfully  and  liberally  to  the 
support  of  public  worship,  and  moreover,  as  Fuller  says  of 
the  good  parishioner, "  he  is  bountiful  in  contributing  to  the 
repair  of  God's  house,  conceiving  it  fitting  that  such  sacred 
places  should  be  handsomely  and  decently  maintained." 
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Such  we  conceivo  to  be  the  eharactei-  of  the  good  mer- 
chant. It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  by  some,  that  the 
character  is  a  Tisionary  one ;  and  that,  amidst  the  compe- 
titions of  trade,  the  temptations  to  unlawftil  gain,  the  eager 
desire  of  accumulating,  and  the  natural  unwillingness  to 
part  with  what  has  been  acquired  with  much  labor  and 
pains,  there  can  be  no  place  for  the  high-minded  and  gen- 
erous virtues  which  we  have  described.  We  might  have 
thought  so,  too,,  if  we  had  never  seen  them  exhibited  in 
actual  life.  The  portrait  which  we  have  attempted  to  draw^ 
and  now  present,  is  not  a  fancy  sketch,  but  a  transcript 
from  nature  and  reality. 

WiLLiAH  Paksons  wss  bom  at  Byfield,  Massachusetts, 
on  the  6th  of  August,  1755.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Eev. 
Moses  Parsons,  tlie  clergyman  of  that  town,  and  was  one  of 
eight  children,  three  daughters  and  five  sons,  among  tlie 
latter  of  whom  was  the  late  distingniehed  chief-justice  of 
Massachusetts.  After  receiving  a  good  education  at  Dun- 
mer  Academy,  he  became  an  apprentice  to  an  elder  bro- 
ther who  was  engaged  in  trade  at  Gloucester.  Before 
coming  of  age,  however,  he  entered  upon  the  hard  and  per- 
ilous life  of  a  sailor,  which  he  pursued  for  five  years,  hav- 
ing the  command  of  a  vessel,  and  making  many  successful 
voyages.  Like  many  other  of  oiu"  rich  merchants,  who 
were  the  architects  of  their  own  fortune,  he  took  his  first 
lessons  in  industry  and  enterprise  amidst  the  hardships, 
privations,  and  dangers  of  a  sea  life ;  than  which  there  is 
no  better  school  for  the  development  and  exercise  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  energy. 

In  1780,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  Mr.  Parsons  quitted 
the  sea,  and  marned  the  lady  who,  for  forty-seven  yeai-s, 
by  her  congenial  spirit  and  the  similarity  of  her  views,  by 
sympathizing  in  all  his  benevolent  feehngs,  and  co-opera- 
ting in  all  his  plans  and  deeds  of  charity,  contributed  so 
much  to  make  his  life  tranquil  and  his  home  happy.     In 
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the  same  year  bo  entered  into  bmincss,  and  removed  to 
Boston,  where  he  remained  till  his  death,  a  period  of  fiftj- 
aeven  years,  actively  engaged  to  the  last  in  commerce  and 
na^dgation,  having,  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  one  vessel 
upon  the  ocean,  and  dying,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  the 
oldest  merchant  and  ship-owner  in  Boston. 

The  prominent  traits  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Parsons, 
were  his  unbending  integrity,  bis  uncompromising  adhe- 
rence to  truth  and  right,  his  conscientious  regard  for  duty, 
■his  entire  freedom  froni  selfialiness,  and  his  tender  and 
comprehensive  benevolence.  These  qualities  shed  a  daily 
beauty  on  his  life,  and  spread  a  sacred  fragrance  over  his 
memory. 

In  the  mercantile  community  no  one  stood  higher  than 
Mr.  Pareons; — bis  very  name  was  synonymous  with  integ- 
rity. In  all  bis  transactions  he  was  systematic,  exact,  high- 
minded,  honorable.  By  a  regular,  yet  not  slavish  attention 
to  business,  he  amassed  a  handsome  fortune,  which  would 
have  been  much  larger  had  he  made  businees.the  sole  end 
of  life,  or  had  he  not  distributed  his  wealth,  as  he  went 
along,  with  such  a  free  and  liberal  hand.  Ilis  losses, 
which  at  times  were  great,  never  disturbed  his  singular 
equanimity ;  he  regretted  them  only  as  curtailing  his 
means  of  doing  good.  To  his  honor  it  should  be  mention- 
ed, that  be  never  had  a  dispute  with  the  numerous  mechan- 
ics and  laborers  whom  he  employed.  He  might  sometimes, 
indeed,  think  himself  wronged,  and  perhaps  say  so ;  but 
yet  he  would  pay  the  bill,  and  leave  the  man  to  settle  the 
matter  with  his  own  conscience. 

The  wealth  he  had  thus  honorably  acquired,  he  spent  in 
the  most  generous  manner.  He  had  an  open  heart  and  an 
open  hand.  Considering  his  first  duty  to  be  to  his  own 
family  and  relatives,  he  gathered  tliem  under  his  wing,  and 
overshadowed  them  with  his  love.  His  house  was  like  a 
patriarch's  tent,  or  the  gatheiing-place  of  a  tribe.     He  was 
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a  sort  of  ^miversaI  providence,  remembering  the  forgotten, 
and  attending  tlio  neglected.  The  absent  were  not  out  of 
his  mind,  nor  the  distant  beyond  the  reach  of  his  care. 

But  his  good  feelings  and  charities  were  not  confined 
within  this  circle,  large  though  it  was.  The  destitute,  the 
sick,  the  afflicted,  resorted  to  him  for  aid  and  solace,  and 
never  applied  in  vain. 


"Was  any  new  charity  contemplated,  any  humane  object 
set  on  foot  in  the  city,  Mr.  Parsons  ivas  one  of  the  first  to 
be  applied  to,  to  give  it  the  sanction  of  his  approval  and 
the  encQUragement  of  his  pui-se.  And  such  applications, 
frequent  though  they  were,  he  always  attended  to  most 
cheerfully,  and  responded  to  moat  liberally,  deeming  it  a 
favor  that  the  opportunity  was  afforded  him  of  doing  his 
part  in  promoting  a  good  object. 

His  house  was  long  the  seat  of  a  generous,  but  quiet  and 
unostentatious  hospitality,  where  there  was  nothing  for  dis- 
play, but  every  thing  for  the  comfort  of  bis  guests.  His 
doors  were  open  for  his  friends  to  enter  at  all  times,  and 
they  were  sure  to  be  received  with  a  cheerful  welcome  and 
a  placid  smile. 

He  departed  this  life  in  the  spring  of  1 837,  full  of  years, 
full  of  usefulness,  and  full  of  honors.  As  has  been  beauti- 
fully said  of  another,  "  Deatli,  which  harmonizes  the  pic- 
tures of  human  character,  found  little  in  his  to  spiritualize 
or  to  soften.  Kindness  of  disposition  was  the  secret  but 
active  law  of  bis  moral  being.  He  had  no  sense  of  injuiy 
but  as  something  to  be  forgiven.  The  liberal  allowance 
which  he  extended  to  all  human  frailties  grew  more  active 
when  they  affected  his  own  interests  and  interfered  with  his 
ownhopra;  so  that  however  he  might  reprobate  evil  at  a 
,  as  soon  as  it  came  within  his  sphere,  he  desired 
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only  to  overcome  it  by  good.  Envy,  hatred,  and  malice, 
were  to  him  mere  names,— like  the  figures  of  speech  in  a 
echool-boy'e  theme,  or  the  giants  in  a  fairy  tale,— phantoms 
■which  never  touched  him  with  a  sense  of  reality.  His 
guileless  simplicity  of  heart  was  preaei-ved  by  the  happy 
constitution  of  his  own  nature,  which  passion  could  not 
distm-b,  and  evil  had  no  power  to  stain.  He  diffused  the 
serenity  of  a  good  conscience,  and  the  warmth  of  unehilled 
affections,  through  a  large  circle  of  relatives  and  friends, 
who  wore  made  happy  by  his  mere  presence.  Such  was 
he  to  the  last,  amidst  the  infirmities  which  age  bad  accumu- 
lated round  him — the  gentlest  of  monitors  and  the  most 
if  sufferers." 

"Of  no  distemper,  of  no  blast  he  died, 
But  feU  like  nutiimn  fl-uit  that  mellow'd  long ; 
E'en  wonder'd  at  bseBuse  lie  dropp'd  no  sooaer. 
Fate  seem'd  to  wind  him  up  for  fonraoora  years, 
Yet  fteshl J  ran  ha  on  two  winters  mora : 
Till,  like  a  dotik  worn  ont  with  eating  time, 
The  wheels  of  weary  life  at  last  stood  atill." 
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LIFE    OF    PATRICK    T.    JACKSON. 


Boston,  April  16,  1856. 
Mr  Dear  Sir: — Your  "Lives  of  American  Merohanta"  con- 
tains a  memoir  of  Patrick  T.  Jackson,  as  originally  published  in 
your  Mercantile  Magazine  of  April,  1848.  This  memoir  called 
forth  a  correspondence  between  Mr.  John  A.  Lowell  and  myself,  as 
you  are  aware,  a  part  of  wbict  was  published  in  tbe  magazine. 
As  the  original  error  of  the  memoir  has  not  been  corrected  in  this 
recent  more  important  work,  I  must  request  you,  in  justice  to 
myself,  to  publish  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Lowell  in  your  nest 
edition,  should  you  publish  one ;  or,  otherwise,  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  same  work. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  very  obcd't  serv't, 

N.  Applet  ON. 
Fubkman  Hcbt,  Esq. 


ME.  APPLETOH"  TO  ME.  LOWELL. 

Boston,  May  33, 1848, 
Dbab  Sir  : — On  the  30tb  December,  1846, 1  addressed  a  letter  to  a 
committee  of  the  Middleser  Mechanic  Association  of  Lowell,  on  occa- 
sion of  the  completion  of  a  portrait  for  which  I  tad  been  requested  to 
sit,  to  be  placed  in  their  ball. 
The  following  are  extracts  from  that  letter : 

"I  consider  myself  indebted  for  this  invitation  to  ray  connection 
with  the  original  foundation  of  the  Oity  of  Lowell. 
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"As  connected  with  this  fact,  and  as  constituting  the  geiTO  of  the 
present  Oity  of  Lowell,  the  following  circamstanoes  may  he  thought 
interesting.  Mr,  Patrick  T.  Jackson  and  myself  had  been  amongst  the 
origioal  associates  who  established  the  Boston  Manufacturing  Oompanj 
at  Waltham,  hi  which  tie  power-loom  was  first  brought  into  snocessful 
Operation  on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  The  success  of  that  establishment 
had  satisfied  us  that  the  time  bud  arrived  for  the  undertaking  the 
mannfactnre  and  printing  of  calicoes,  and  in  the  summer  of  1831  we 
made  an  esouraion  into  New  Hampshire,  in  search  of  a  suitable  water- 
power.  Soon  after  our  return,  the  idea  was  su^ested  to  Mr.  Jackson 
of  purchasing  the  stock  of  the  Patncket  Oanal  on  the  Merrimack  river, 
together  with  snch  lands  as  might  be  necessary  for  using  the  great 
water-power  which  might  be  created  by  its  enlargement.  He  com- 
municated the  same  to  me. 

"After  ascertaining  that  Mr.  Eirk  Boott  was  wDling  to  join  us  in 
the  enterprise,  and  to  become  the  manager  and  agent  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  we  proceeded,  through  trust-worthy  agents,  to  purchase  the 
canal  and  the  most  impoiiiant  adjoining  lands.  It  was  not  until  these 
had  been  secured  that  we  thought  proper  to  visit  the  scene.  I  well 
recollect  the  fii-st  visit.  It  was  in  the  month  of  November,  1821,  and 
a  slight  snow  covered  the  gi'ound,"  &o.,  &o. 

This  letter  was  printed  in  the  "Lowell  Cornier,"  nd  i  d  nto 
other  newspapers  in  Boston  and  elsewhere. 

Tour  memoir  of  Mr.  JacksoD,  published  in  "Hunts  Ma  a  n  f 
April  last,  contains  an  account  of  his  connection  witl  the  g  nal 
purchase  of  the  lands  and  water-power,  constituting  tf  e  i  e^ent  City 
of  Lowell.  The  discrepancy  of  the  two  accounts  can  n  t  fail  to  tnl  e 
every  one  comparing  them  as  irreconcilable,  without  tlie  supposition 
of  a  decided  mistake  on  the  one  part  or  the  other.  Tour  memoir  is 
at  variance  with  my  statement,  inasmuch  as  it  represents  Mr.  Jackson 
as  acting  singly  in  the  conception  of  the  project,  and  as  having  made 
the  necessary  purchases  single-handed,  on  his  own  account  and  risk; 
whilst  I  represent  myself  as  participating  fully  in  the  original  counsel, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Boott,  as  having  shared  equally  in  all 
the  purchases  necessary  to  carry  the  project  into  effect. 

I  certainly  feel  a  degree  of  satisfaction,  perhaps  of  pride,  in  the  part 
I  have  had  in  the  foundation  of  the  City  of  Lowell ;  but  this  consider- 
ation becomes  insignificant  compared  with  tiie  possible  imputation  of 
putting  forth  claims  to  which  I  am  not  entitied.  I  will  not  suppose 
that  this  view  of  the  case  occurred  to  you,  but  it  is  apparent  that  youp 
statera.eut,  passing  uncorrected,  might  lead  to  such  an  inference. 

I  certainly  read  this  part  of  the  memoir  with  great  surprise,  because, 
before  sending  my  letter  to  the  committee,  I  called  on  Mr.  Jackson  for 
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the  express  purpose  of  showing  t  t  b  n  TL  I  considered  proper, 
as  I  had  used  his  name  in  it  f  eely  H  ead  it  careftilly  and 
thoughtfully,  but  so  fai-  from  mt  matmg  tl  at  h  saw  any  thing  in  it 
incorrectly  stated,  in  reply  to  my  m  k  that  t  had  appeared  td  me 
a  proper  ocoBMon  to  make  a  a  th  ut  tt  nent  of  the  origin  of 
Lowell,  he  expressed  a  decided  and  d  tm  t  as    nt. 

I  hare  since  seen  a  paper  in  h  handwnt  ng  (which  yon  furnished 
me,  and  which  I  now  retnm  to  you),  ^ving  many  particulars  of  Jus 
early  connection  -with  the  cotton  manufacture,  and  also  of  h  a  c  n 
neotion  with  the  purchase  of  Lowell.  This  account  is  auh  tant  ally 
the  same  as  that  iu  your  memoir.  It  is  without  date.  Itwascetanly 
written  after  the  real  facta  had  faded  from  his  memory,  as  the  ex  at  ng 
documents  show.  It  is  impossible  that  it  should  hare  bee  wr  tten 
after  I  had  shown  him  my  letter  to  the  committee.  Mr.  Jackion  was 
eminently  frank  and  honorable.  He  nCYcr  wonld  have  put  on  record  a 
statement  so  different  from  one  I  had  exhibited  to  him  and  published, 
without  a  communication  with  me,  My  own  idea  now  is,  that  the 
reading  my  letter  recalled  some  c'rcmnitanoe"  which  he  had  forgotten, 
bat  that  he  then  realized  them   and  wa«  sat  sficd  of  their  correctness. 

My  present  object  is  to  conv  nee  yon  that  I  had  good  ground  for 
every  particular  contained  in  my  statement 

In  the  first  place,  my  recollect  on  s  perfectly  dioti  ict  of  many  eir- 
omnstanees.  Our  jouriey  to  Anuerbt  H"  H  was  male  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  0.  H.  Atherton  w  ho  n  I  ha  11  ug  kncwn  to  look  at  a 
mill  privilege  belonging  to  him  on  the  Sonbegan  rive  neai-  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Merrimaa  Oui  object  was  the  getting  np  an  eatab 
lishment  for  printini,  calicoes  anl  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
in  reference  to  that  x  articular  manutictire  Mr  Jackson  relied  more 
on  my  opinion  than  hi*,  own  Mr  Atherton  s  letter  c  f  20th  September, 
which  I  inclose,  fixe^  the  period  of  our  visit  at  about  the  middle  of 
September,  1821.  This  privilege  was  not  thought  worthy  onr 
attention. 

I  recollect  very  well  being  informed  at  Waltham  <ioon  aft«r  our 
retnm,  that,  Mr.  Moody  being  at  Amesbnry  on  a  Ti=at  Mr.Wortben, 
his  former  partner,  had,  after  adverting  to  our  visit  to  New  Hampshire 
in  search  of  water-power,  suggested  to  him  the  purchase  of  the 
Patucket  Canal  and  adjoining  lands,  and  that  Mr.  Moody  had  in  con- 
sequence returned  to  Waltham  by  way  of  Patucket  Falls,  which  he 
had  examined  sufficiently  to  satisfy  himself  of  the  capability  of  the 
place,  and  that  Mr.  Jackson  was  making  inquiries  on  the  subject.  It 
must  have  been  soon  after  this,  and  doubtless  early  in  October,  that  I 
had  the  interview  with  Mr.  Jackson,  of  which  my  recollection  ia  per- 
fectly distinct.    He  called  at  my  countiug-room  in  Broad-ati-eet,  and 
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taking  ma  into  the  back  ptirt  of  tlie  store,  comiminicoted  to  me  tliat 
Le  lad  ascertained,  through  Mr.  Olark,  of  ITewburypoil,  the  nctin<? 
agent  of  the  Patnoket  Canal,  that  there  weuld  be  no  difficalty  ia 
buying  ap  a  mfyority  of  the  shares  in  the  canal,  and  aiso  the  lands 
necessary  to  nse  the  water-power ;  and  that  the  question  was,  whether 
we  should  take  liold  of  the  project. 

We  discussed  the  amount  which  it  would  require  to  complete  the 
necessary  purcha'^es.  Mr.  Jackson  stated  that  his  engagemeats  at 
Waltham  would  not  pennit  his  nndertaking  the  agency  of  the  con- 
cern. He  mentioned  Mr.  Kirk  Boott,  as  having  expressed  to  him  a 
desire  to  undertake  the  management  of  a  manufaoturing  establishment, 
and  that  he  had  confidence  ia  hie  possessing  the  requisite  talents  for  it. 
We  agreed  that  he  shonld  consult  him.  Mr.  Jackson  left  me  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  so.  He  very  soon  returned,  stating  that  he  had  had 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Boott,  and  that  he  was  ready  and  desirous  to 
join  us  in  the  purchase,  and  would  devote  his  whole  time  as  agent  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  The  whole  thing  was  settled  at  once.  It  was 
^reed  that  it  would  not  be  espedient  to  mention  the  matter  to  any 
other  persons,  until  we  had  made  the  purchases  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  plan. 

Kr.  Olark  was  to  be  employed  to  purchase  the  necessary  lands,  and 
snoh  shares  in  the  canal  as  were  within  his  reach,  whilst  Mr,  Henry 
Andrews  was  to  be  employed  in  purchasing  up  the  shares  owned  in 
Boston.  I  well  recollect  the  iirst  interview  with  Mr.  Olark,  at  which 
he  exhibited  a  rough  sketch  of  the  canal  and  adjoining  lands,  with  the 
prices  which  he  had  ascertained  they  could  be  purchased  for,  and  that 
he  was  directed  to  go  on  and  complete  the  purchases,  taking  the  deeds 
in  his  OWE  name,  in  order  to  prevent  the  project  faking  wind  prema- 
turely. The  purchases  were  made  accordingly  for  our  equal,  joint 
account,  each  of  us  furnishing  funds  as  required,  to  Mr.  Boott,  who 
kept  the  accounts.  Formai  articles  of  association  were  then  drawn 
up,  under  the  inspection,  as  1  understood,  of  Judge  Jackson.  They 
bear  date  December  1, 1831,  and  are  recorded  in  the  records  of  the 
Merrimack  Manufacturing  Oorapany,  with  the  following  caption  r 

"  The  subscribers  hereunto,  intending  to  form  an  association  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  and  printing  cotton  cloth,  hereby  enter  into 
the  following  articles  of  agreement."  They  consist  of  fourteen  articles. 
The  first  provides  for  petitioning  the  Le^slature  for  an  Act  of  In- 
corporation, under  the  name  of  the  Merrimack  Manufacturing  Com- 

3.  The  capital  to  consist  of  sis  hundred  shares. 

3.  Assessments  to  be  made  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  per 
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4.  Capital  may  be  increased— one-fifth  of  such  inorease  to  be  divided 
amongst  the  snbeoribers,  in  addition  fo  their  several  proportions,  to 
oease  after  once  doubling  the  capital. 

5.  Kirk  Boott  appointed  Treasurer,  for  fire  years;  salary,  three 
thousand  dollars.  ' 

6.  "  Whereas,  Eirk  Boott  has,  with  oar  consent,  advanced  mocey 
for  purchasing  shares  in  looks  and  canals  on  Merrimack  river  and 
lands  adjoining,  doings  confirmed  and  further  purchases  authorized." 

9.  Unlal  Act  of  Incorporation,  business  shall  be  conducted  as  a  ma- 
jority of  associates  ehall  direct. 

IB,  Should  a  majority  of  the  ori^nal  associates,  subscribers  hereto, 
dedde  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  whole  to  give  to  any 
persons  shares  in  the  stock  at  cost,  wo  agree  to  pve  up  in  proportion 
to  oiu:  snljBcription. 

14.  Each  subscriber  agrees  to  take  and  pay  for  the  number  of  shares 
set  against  his  name  in  this  original  subscription,  on  the  terms  pre- 
scribed in  the  preceding  articles. 

Signed,       Kirk  Boott, SO  shares. 

Jno.  W.Boott 90      " 

N.  Appleton, 180      " 

P.T.Jacksou, 180      " 

Paul  Moody, 60     "—600. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  Messrs.  Boott  were  associated  together,  and 
that  Mr,  Moody  was  allowed  to  participate  to  the  estent  of  one-tenth 
for  his  agency  in  the  discoyery. 

On  the  9th  December  it  was  voted  that  the  following  persons  may 
be  permitted  to  subscribe,  in  conformity  to  Article  IS  : 

Dudley  A.  Tyng, 5  shares. 

Van-en  Button, 10      " 

Timo.  Wiggin, 25      " 

William  Appleton, 3S     " 

Eben  Appleton, 15      " 

T.  M.  Clai-k, 2      " 

On  the  22d  December  it  was  voted,  That  we  will  sell  to  the  Boston 
Manufacturing  Company  150  shares,  at  10  per  cent,  advance,  to  be 
supplied  by — 

P.  T,  Jackson, 40 

B".  Appleton, 40 

Messrs.  Boott, 40 

Paul  Moody, BO  — 150. 

The  Act  of  Incorporation  of  the  Merrimack  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany bears  date  5th  February,  1832,  Directors  were  chosen  2Htli  Feb- 
ruary,   The  original  association  was  recognized  as  the  basis  of  the  com- 
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panj".  Mr.  Jackson  and  myself  appointed  a  committee  to  examine 
Mr.  Boott's  accounts.  His  account  ia  on  record  in  the  directors' 
took  of  records.  The  fii-st  entry  ia  October  SOtli,  1831,  crediting  Mr. 
Jackson  cash,  five  thousand  dollars.  The  first  charge  for  lands  is 
eight  tliousand  dollars  for  Nathan  Tyler's  farm.  His  deed  was  ese- 
ented  November  3d.  The  deeda  of  Josiah  Fletcher,  Joseph  Fletcher, 
aad  Moses  Oheerer,  bear  date  21et  November.  Tiiey  are  all  made  to 
Thomas  M.  Olavk,  who  esecnted  a  quit-cltum  deed  of  them,  on  the  13th 
December,  to  Kirk  Boott,  J.  W.  Boott,  N.  Appleton,  P.  T.  Jackson,  and 
Paul  Moody,  who  in  turn  ezeouted  a  quit-claim  to  the  Merrimack 
Company,  18th  May,  1833. 

The  amount  charged  for  real  estate  in  this  account  is  eighteen  thoQ- 
sand  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars,  forty-sis  cents;  for  oanal 
shares,  thirty  thoiisand  two  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars,   eighty 

The  accompanying  extra^'t  from  Mr.  Andrews's  books,  shows  that 
he  commenced  pnrchaaing  these  shares  1st  November  1821  for  Kirk 
Boott,  to  whom  tlyw  flMClkph        w 

apparently  all  id       th  h      Nml       tlcet       teabg 

transferred  to  h  m 

The  amount      d  t  d  to  th        gi  •d    ssoo   te  ty  1 

sand  eight  hnnd    d      dtte      dllai         tjwoet  dfl       t 

sums,  a  part  ofwhh  as  tmdtohmtl  II  ql  dby 
an  interest  ace  t  m  d  p  th  1  t  Ap  1  153  1  h  fir^t 
assessment  of  th   M      mack  C     pyw     mlj      11 

I  inclose  amm        d  ditlttm  MJk 

handwriting,  in     1    h  I    ni    h    ged    w    h     1    d      d  f       d  II 
seventeen  cents        d     tly  my  ppt  tMB  I'yfth 

quarter  from  1st  0  t  b     toltJ  f        h   1    twi^p   dlyth 

Merrimack  Oon  p     y 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  records,  embracing  all  the  early  piir- 
ohases,  are  in  precise  conformity  with  the  statement  made  in  my  letter, 
and  wholly  incompatible  with  the  supposition  that  Mr.  Jackson  made 
them  on  his  own  individual  account.  It  is  wholly  impossible  that  he 
advanced  any  money,  or  incurred  any  responsibility,  except  in  concur- 
rence with  Messrs.  Boott  and  myself.  The  utmost  which  he  can  have 
done,  before  consulting  us,  is  the  making  some  inquiries  of  Mr.  Olai-k, 
and  it  is  evident  tiey  cannot  have  involved  any  responsihihty 
whatever. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  after  yon  shall  have  examined  the  recorded 
facts,  there  can  be  any  difference  of  opinion  between  us.  Neither  do 
I  doubt  that  you  will  admit  that  the  statement  made  in  your  memoir, 
viewed  in  connection  with  mj  letter,  places  me  in  a  false  position 
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before  tlie  public.     It  appears  to  me  to  involve  an  absolute  necessity 
tliat  the  error  should  be  corrected.    It  may  be  done  by  either  you  or 
myself,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  lears  it  to  your  option. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yoar  very  obed't  sery't, 

IT,  Applbtoh 

Jobs  A.  Lowell,  Esq. 

MR.  LOWELL  TO  MK.  APPLETON". 

BosTos,  May  30, 1848. 

My  Dbab  Sib  :— You  call  my  attention  to  an  appai-ent  disci-epancy 
between  my  account  of  the  origin  of  the  City  of  Lowell,  in  a  memoir 
of  the  late  Mr.  Patrick  T.  Jackson,  published  in  "Hunt's  Merebaiits' 
Magazine"  for  April  last,  and  that  furnished  by  yon  in  a  letter  to  the 
Middlesex  Mechanics'  Association,  of  December  30,  1846. 

My  account  was  founded,  as  you  are  aware,  upon  a  written  state- 
ment by  Mr.  Jackson  himself.  On  carefolly  collating  this  with  yoiir 
letter,  it  appears  to  me  that  they  are  entirely  reconcilable.  It  is  well 
known,  and  was  always  admitted  by  Mr.  Jackson,  that  the  scheme  of 
establishing  works  for  making  and  printing  calicoes,  originated  with 
you,  and  that  his  hopes  of  success  in  that  particular  business  rested 
mdnly  on  your  opinion.  The  manufacture  at  Waltham  had  been  oon- 
flned  to  plain  or  unprinted  goods.  To  carry  out  this  scheme,  your 
attention  had  been  turned  to  the  necessity  of  procuring  some  locality 
with  a  better  water-power.  "When  Mr.  Jackson  proposed  to  yourself 
and  Mr.  Kirk  Boott  to  join  him  in  the  purchase  of  the  Patucket  Oanal 
and  the  adjoining  lands,  you  at  once  acquiesced,  and  the  whole  thing 
was  completed  at  your  joint  risk  and  expense,  before  it  was  offered 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  Waltham  Company. 

So  far  both  accounts  agree.  But  Mr.  Jackson  says  that  previously 
to  making  this  proposition  to  you,  he  had  taken  measures  to  secure  this 
property,  and  incuri'ed  risk  and  responsibility.  I  do  not  see  that  this 
conflicts  in  the  slightest  degree  with  yonr  statement.  The  moment 
tie  project  was  presented  to  you,  you  heartily  concurred  in  it,  and 
assumed  yonr  part  of  the  espensc  and  hazard.  This  is  all  you  say  in 
yonr  letter  to  the  association.  That  expense  and  hazard  was  in  no 
iegree  diminished  by  the  fact  that  Mr.  Jacksoa  had  conceived  the 
scheme  and  taken  the  first  steps  for  its  execution.  The  only  reason 
why  I  did  not  relate  in  my  memoir  your  share  in  the  honor  of  this 
enterprise,  was  that  I  thought  it  more  proper  in  an  obituary  notice  to 
avoid  naming  any  person  still  living. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obod't  serv't, 

J.  A.  Lowell. 

Hon.  NiTHAH  Apeleton, 
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MR.  APPUITON  TO  ME.  LOWELL. 

BosTOK,  June  2,  1848. 
Dbae  Sib  :— I  have  yours  of  the  80th  ult.  I  cnii  hardly  agree  with 
you  that  the  discrepancy  between  my  letter  to  the  Kiddlesex 
Meohanics'  Association  and  yonr  memoir  of  Mr.  Jackson  is  so  slight 
as  you  seem  to  view  it  However,  with  your  explanation  I  am  con- 
tent, and  in  order  to  place  the  matter  right  before  the  public,  shall 
publish  this  correspondence,  through  the  medium  of  "Hunt's  Maga- 
zine," in  whioli  work  your  memoir  first  appeared. 

I  am,  very  t^y,  yours, 
To  John  A.  LowBtt,  Esq.  H.  Appibtoh. 


The  following  is  the  letter  of  Mr.  Appleton,  as  published  in  the 
"  Lowell  Courier" ; 

[Frum  tlie  LoweU  Conrier.] 

"  The  Middlesex  Mechanic  Association  have  recently  placed  in 
their  hall  a  full-length  portrait  of  Hon.  Nathan  Appleton.  The 
following  letter  from  Mr.  Appleton  is  published  by  the  direction  of 
the  Association,  as  containing  facts  wticli  are  of  interest,  and 
worthy  of  record." 

BosTOH,  December  80, 1846. 

Gbbtlembn  :— It  is  now  two  years  since  you,  as  a  committee,  com- 
municated to  me  a  resolution  of  the  Lowell  Mechanics'  Association, 
requesting  me  to  sit  for  a  portrait  to  be  placed  in  the  hall  of  tiiat 
institution.  To  this  request  I  'at  once  signified  a  ready  compliance, 
-and  I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  portrait  has  been 
completed  by  the  diatinguislied  artist,  Hcalej. 

I  consider  myself  indebted  for  this  invitation  to  my  eomiecUon  witli 
the  oripnal  foundation  of  the  City  of  Lowell.  Under  this  idea,  the 
-figure  is  i-epr&sented  as  contemplating  the  process  of  calico-printing 
■by  the  presses  of  the  Merrimack  Company,  the  first  establishment 
formed  for  this  pm-pose  in  the  United  States. 

As  connected  with  this  feet,  and  as  constituting  the  germ  of  the 
present  City  of  Lowell,  the  following  eiroumstanoes  may  be  thought 


Mr.  Patrick  T.  Jackson  and  myself  had  been  amongst  the  ori^ua) 
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associates  who  established  the  Boston  Manufacturing  Company  at 
Waltham,  in  whicli  the  power-loom  was  first  brought  into  succeasful 
operation  on  this  aide  the  AtJantic.  The  success  of  that  establishment 
had  satisfied  us  that  the  IJme  had  arrived  for  undertaking  the  manu- 
facture and  printing  of  calicoes ;  and  in  the  summer  of  1821  we  made 
an  exoursion  into  New  Hampshire,  in  seiroh  of  a  slitable  water- 
powor. 

Soon  after  our  return,  the  idea  wa-i  •iugo'ested  to  Mr.  Jackson  of 
purchasing  the  stock  of  the  Patucket  Canai  on  the  Merrimac  river, 
together  with  such  lauda  as  might  be  necessary  toi  uamg  the  great 
water-power  which  might  he  created  by  its  enlargement.  He  com- 
municated the  same  tc  me.  After  ascertaining  that  Mr.  Kirk  Boott 
■was  willing  to  join  us  in  the  enterprise,  and  to  become  the  manager 
and  agent  to  carry  it  into  effect,  we  proceeded,  through  trust-worthy 
agents,  to  pnrchase  the  canal  and  the  most  important  adjoining  lands. 
It  was  not  until  these  had  been  secured  that  we  thought  proper  to 
visit  the  sceue.  I  well  recollect  the  first  visit.  It  was  in  the  month 
of  November,  1831,  and  a  slight  snow  covered  the  ground.  The  party 
consisted  of  Messrs.  P.  T.  Jackson,  Kirk  Boott,  Warren  Button,  Paul 
Moody,  John  W.  Boott,  and  myself.  We  perambulated  the  gi-ounda 
and  scanned  the  capabilities,  and  it  may  be  worth  recording,  that  so 
sensible  were  we  of  its  future  importance,  that  I  distinctly  recollect 
the  remark  made  by  one  of  the  party,  that  some  of  us  might  probably 
live  to  see  the  place  contain  twenty  thousand  inhabitants.  We  pro- 
ceeded with  new  associates  to  organize  the  Merrimack  Mauufaoturing 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  |600,000,  to  which  corporation  the  whole 
property  was  conveyed.  The  enlargement  of  the  canal  was  finished 
during  the  two  following  summers,  and  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of 
September,  1838,  the  first  water-wheel  performed  its  revolulJons. 
The  city  now  contains,  I  am  told,  upwards  of  thii-ty  thousand 
inhabitants.   . 

I  certainly  look  back  witJx  safisfeotion  upon  the  part  which  I  have 
had  in  leading  to  this  result.  I  do  not  say  this  with  any  reference  to 
pecuniary  interest.  I  could  not  say  it,  did  I  not  conscientiously 
believe  that  the  introduction  of  the  cotton  manufacture  has  added 
greatly  to  the  mass  of  human  happiness  in  those  immediately  con- 
cerned in  it,  as  well  as  to  the  a^regat*  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
whole  country,  I  could  not  say  it,  dii  I  perceive  in  the  system  any 
tendency  towards  a  relaxation  of  the  moral  purity  which  has  ever 
been  a  characteristic  of  our  beloved  New  England.  My  mind  was 
early  turned  to  a  consideration  of  this  question.  I  could  never  per- 
ceive any  just  ground  for  the  opinion  whicii  formerly  prevailed 
estensively,  that  occupation  in  manufactories  was  Jess  favorable  to 
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